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N Hobsz or COMMONS. | 
WepnxzsDAY, AvziL 15 1795. 8 
M88 AGE was received from the Lords, ſtating that their 
Lordſhips had agreed to the American Intercourſe Bill, 
ind the Norfolk Iſland Ju oat condo Bill, and ſeveral other public | 


and private Bills... _ f 
Sir Watkin Leaves vebſonted) a Bill pr widening and j improv= 


| ing the avenues to the City by Temple Bar, &c. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for leave to brin gina 
Bill for the purpole of augmenting the Royal Corps of Artillery, 
and providing ſeafaring men, from privates ſerving in the 


militia, The Bill was brought in and read a firſt time. 


The Secretary. ar War brought up ſeveral accounts, which 
were ordered to be laid on the table. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the Houſe at 


| 1 ee till Thurſday the gth inſtant. 


> SUBALTERNS IN THE MILITIA, 
- The Order of the Day was read, for reading a ſecond time, 


. the Bill for granting a; certain allowance t to dane officers 


in the militia, -- 
General Tarleton aſked, whether there." was in the printed 


Bill the elauſe that was in the written Bill, relative to officers 


in fencible regiments. 


The Secretary at War ſaid, that ſuch 2 clauſe could not be 


inſerted in the Bill, except in ho Committee or on the 
report. | | 


Colonel Baſtard ſaid, that a very eat difference would be 


| produced by the omiſſion of the clauſe. - If it were omitted, it 


br thin the ranks of ſubalterns 5 if it were inſerted, i it would 
them. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it would be hard if 


= officers i in the militia ſhould be debarred from ſerving in fencible 
| e by a provion in the Bill to prevent them from 
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retaining their half-pay if Oy. did enter into fencible regh- 7 
ments. : 

The converſation was interrynted by the Speaker, who ſaid 
that the diſcuſſion properly belonged to the Committee. The 
Bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed for 
Monday ſe*nnight. 


The Scotch Diſtillery Bill, the Lottery Bill, and the Bill for 
the farther preventing of ſmuggling, were nad a ſecond time, 
and ordered to be committed on 'Thurſday the gth inſtant. ; 


The Vote of Credit Bill, for 2,500,000]. was read a Grſt 3 


time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Thurſday the 


9th inſtant. | 
The Bill empowering magiſtrates to EI up vagrants for the 

ſervice of his Majeſty's navy, was read a third time and paſſed. 
e to the gth inſtant. 7 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
TavrsDar, April 2. 


The Houſe met at four o'clock, when the Powdered-Hair 
Bill, the London Militia Bill, the Seamens Family Bill, &c, 
were read a ſecond time, and committed for Monday ſe” nnight. 
Some private Bills were alſo read. After which the Houſe ad- 
journed until Monday ſe'nnight, when their * are to 
meet again for the further tranſaction of 1 ; 


HOUSE OF F COMMON. 7 
TrvRsDar, April 9g. | 
17 . Secretary Dundas gave notice that he ſhould defer to 


Tueſday next, the conſideration of the evidence on the trial of 
Mr. Haſtings; and that the next day [Friday], he ſhould move 
for a congratulation on the happy event of the marriage of * 


Ro al Highneſs the Prince of Wales. 
he report on the Bill for raiſing a certain number of men 
in the counties in Scotland for the ſervice of the 8 Was 
taken into further conſideration, and gone through. | 
The Bill for allowing to his Majeſty two millions and a half | 
for the extraordinary expences of the preſent year, was read a 


| ſecond time, and ordered to be committed next day. 


The report of the Britiſh Fiſhery Bill was brought up, read, 
and agreed to, and the Bill was ordered to be read a Gare time 
on A if then e e 1 ; 


The 
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The Dill for providing for the pay and clothing of the 


militia paſſed the Committee, and the report was ordered to 
be received the next day. | 


The Bill to indemnify thoſe who have omitted to qualify 


- themſelves as by law required in certain caſes, was read a ſe· 
| .cond time, and ordered to be committed, 


The Houſe agreed to go into a Committee of che Whole 
Houſe next day on the Lottery. Bill. 
A return was brought up. from the Poſt-office, of the names 


3 E of ſuch Members as were diſabled by bodily infirmity, and had 
allowed others to frank letters in their names. Ordered to be 5 
5 laid on the table. 


Mr. Ry der moved, | that the Houſe do to-morrow lates] it- 


| ſelf WT into a Commitine, of the whole Houſe, to conſider of 
a mode to indemnify Governors, &c. who had permitted the 
| importation of goods in — Fm 


e 


5 HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


| ruin AT; April 10. 
Mr. Ryder moved for leave to bring in a Bill to demaify 


Governors, Lieutenant-Governors,' &c. in the Weſt India 
| Iſlands, for having permitted the importation of 28 in 
foreign bottoms.—Granted. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, „“ That an humble 


Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to congratulate his Ma- 


eſty on the nuptials of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
ales, and to expreſs the cordial ſatisfaction which his faith» 


ful Commons feel on an event, which promiſes to gratify the 
wiſhes of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects by augmenting the do- 
meſtic felicity of his Majeſty's illuſtrious family, and by affording 
additional ſecurity for the enjoyment of the bleſſings experienced 
under the auſpicious government of the * * Brunſwick.“ 
* —Agreed to nem, con. 


A Committee was then appointed to prepare the Addreſs, 
who retired, and in a few minutes returned with the Addreſs, 
which was an echo to the words of the motion. 

The ſame Addreſs was voted to be preſented to the Queen. 

Another alſo to their Royal Highneſſes the Prince and 
Princeſs of Wales; and different Members of the Houſe, 
who are of the Privy Council, were ordered to attend their 


Majeſties and their ny Highnefſes with theſe Addreſſes on 
this e occaſion. : a 
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the attendance of Sir Benjamin Hammet. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas roſe to move the thanks of the Houſe 
to Admiral Hotham for his meritorious conduct in the Medi- 
terranean. He obſerved, that although the victory which the 
gallant Admiral had obtained over the enemy, was not to be 


compared in point of advantage to us, to that which was ob- 


tained on the firſt of June, yet it manifeſted the Britiſh cha- 


racter as well, for it added, in a ſignal inſtance, to the ſupe- 


riority of the Britiſh arms. While he felt this, he was bound 
to attribute much to the ſkill and bravery of the gallant officer 


under whoſe command this victory had been obtained; for by 


his management of the fleet, he compelled the enemy to come 
to an action, which they wiſhed to avoid. Having ſpecihed a 
few particulars, he obſerved that ſuch conduct ought to be 
brought before the Public, in order to receive the thanks of the 
Public; and the moſt regular way to accompliſh that object, 
was to vote to the victors the thanks of the Houſe. He there- 


fore moved, “That the thanks of the Houſe be given to Vice- 
Admiral Hotham for his late meritorious exertions in the com- 
mand of his Majeſty's fleet ſtationed in the Mediterranean.“ 
Carried nem. co. 25 


He then moved the fame vote of thanks to Vice-Admiral 


Goodall, Sir Hyde Parker, and Rear-Admiral Lindſay, 


The 8 . | | 
General Smith ſaid, he agreed as heartily as any man in the _. 
Houſe, to the vote of thanks propoſed to the brave officers who 


had ſo eſſentially ſerved their country: But he roſe chiefly to ſa 
he was aſtoniſhed that no notice had been taken of the condu 


of Captain Faulknor, who had behaved as gallantly as any officer ; 
ever did in the ſervice. He read the teſtimonies of the differ- 


ent commanders, as recorded in the Gazette, beſtowing the 


higeſt praiſe on Captain Faulknor for ſkill and courage. He 
thought that a public monument ought to be erected to the 
memory of this brave officer. And if it was left to be done by 
the ſubſcriptions of individuals, it would be a diſgrace to the 


Houſe of Commons, for it ought to be at the expence of the 


= Palmc,- 5 i 


The queſtion on the motion of Mr. Secretary Dundas, was 
put and carried nem. con. ER 5 aA 
Mr. Secretary Dundas moved, that this Houſe doth acknow- 
ledge and approve the meritorious conduct of the officers, ſea- 
men, and marines under the command of Admiral Hotham, in 


the late action with the French fleet. Carried nem, con. 


BREACH OF PRIVILEGE RELATIVE TO FRANK ING LETTERS. 
General Tarleton moved the Order of the Day, which was for 


W - - 


Fun e WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, = 3 
= The General deſired that the Order of the Houſe, relative to 


1 cd ed 7 


franking of letters, by Members of that Houſe, be read; which 
being done, Fg 7 | : 55 a | h DT. 
He next deſired that the papers preſented to the Houſe-from 
came Poſt-office, relative to the franking of letters, by order of 
= Members who are diſabled by bodily infirmity, from writin 
the whole ſuperſcription of letters themſelves, be read which 
Was done. It appeared, that ſearch having been made at the 
Poſt- office for the authority by which John Hammet, Eſq. bad 
franked letters in the name of Sir B. Hammet, it could not be 
8 found, but it was ſuppoſed by the Poſt-maſter Genera), that it 
== was loſt in removing papers belonging to the office. oi 
General Tarleton obſerved, that it was apparent the Hon, 
Member whoſe conduct was the cauſe of his motion, had? 
abuſed the privilege of franking. That was the charge which 


CECT 


pable of franking, from the ſtate 'of his 


ao oh Fre. cot. oa. Ae BE. ip, Hi. wi 


was now exhibited againſt him. He was happy to ſee the 


Hon. Member now ſo far relieved from his bodily infirmity as 


to be able to attend the Houſe to give an account of his conduct. 
He was now capable of performing every function of a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, inſtead of delegating any of them to his ſon. 


No doubt the Houſe would be glad to hear him. 
Sir Benjamin Hammet ſaid that two 4 he was inca- 
alth: That he ſent 
to the Poſt-office, and defired them to ſend him the form. of 
the notice appointing a perſon to frank in his ſtead. He, in 
conſequence of this, at that time, appointed his fon. He had 
ſince enjoyed ſeveral intervals of health, but had never been in 
ſo confirmed a ſtate, as afforded him the proſpect of being able 


to reſume the exerciſe of his privilege for any length of time. 
He pledged himſelf that during all that period, he had never 


once franked with his own hand. He admitted that his ſon 


had ſent franked letters from London when he was in the 
country, and had applied the privilege for purpoſes of buſineſs, 
in which he conceived himſelf to have been warranted by the 


ſpirit of the orders of the Houſe. If he had committed an of- 
fence, he begged pardon of the Members. He then read two 
letters, one from Mr: Jones, Apothecary, in Gracechurch-ftreet, 
another from Dr. Lettſom, ſtating that he was in ſuch a 


ſituation of health, as diſqualified him from carrying on buſi- 


neſs, and rendered it expedient for him to reſide in the country. 


He complained of the treatment which he had met with in 
this buſineſs, and ſaid that however he might appear to be well 


at preſent, ſuch was his weakneſs, that had the Hon. General 


| ſeen him in the morning, he might have been induced to wave 
his motion. He was then ſo much indiſpoſed, as to be du» 
| bious whether he ſhould be able to attend the Houſe, 


Mr. 
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1 Tze Hon. Dullley Ryder thought that as there was no motion 

1 | before the Houſe, the Hon, Member had no occaſion to withdraw, 

KB | | The Speaker ſtated that no motion could be made relative 

$ 3 to any Member, in the preſence of fuch Member. | Ye 
Ay Sir Benjamin Hammet having withdrawn; after ſome re- 


1 marks on the order of proceeding, General Tarleton moved, 
wr That it does not appear to this Houſe that Sir Benjamin 
= Hammet is in ſuch a ftate of bodily infirmity, as to require 

h that he fhould'take advantage of the clauſe in the Act of Par- 
hament, by which a Member is entitled to delegate the pri- 


= vilege of franking, and that he has delegated that truſt for two 
= years to his fon.” | | 8 „ 
1 The Hon. Dudley Ryder aſked, where were the facts by MR 
| which the charge contained in the reſolution now pro» Ml 
fed to the Houſe was eſtabliſhed? From the paper on the 
table it only appeared that Sir Bejamin Hammet had delegated _ 
the exerciſe of his privilege to another; it did not appear that 
when he had fo delegated it, he was in a capacity of exerciſing 
it himſelf, 'The charge then was merely founded upon the 
idea that he had continued the delegation at a time when he 
was qualified to reſume his privilege. 'The Hon. Gentleman 


—— 9 


Ms | had certainly admitted that he had enjoyed intervals of health, BY 
Fo; but that theſe were uncertain, and of ſhort continuance. 00 
1 | make out the charge it would be neceſſary to prove that he f 

had ftill continued to exerciſe his privilege, after having de. 


legated it to his ſon, a circumſtance which the Hon. Gentle- 
man himſelf had exprefsly denied. As to the charge that the 
delegated privilege had been abuſed, in point of the extent to 
which it was carried, that merely reſted upon the aſſertion of 
the Hon. General, to whoſe aſſertion he would pay as much re- 
[4 ſpect as to that of any man; but it had not been ſubſtantiated by 
any proof, which could render it a proper ſubje& of diſcuf. 5 
ſion. Upon! the whole, he thought that the rt was fri- 
volous, and that the motion ought to be diſmiſſed as unworthy | 
the attention of the Houſe; he ſhould therefore move that the 
other Orders of the Day be now rea. | 
Mr. Grey ſaid, this certainly was a queſtion, on which, as 
particularly affecting an individual Member of the Houſe, no 
perſon could ſpeak without unpleaſant ſenſations. At the 
_ Tame time the queſtion having been ſtarted, he differed ex. 
tremely from the laſt Right Hon. Speaker, who had propoſed b 
to diſmiſs it as altogether unworthy of attention. He, on the 
contrary, thought that if the Houſe aQed with a proper 
ſenſe of their own dignity, or regard to their privileges, they 
were bound ſeriouſly and impartially to entertain the diſcuſſion. 
He however admitted, that there had not yet been produced 
| | Vn + ſuſlicient 
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ſafficient evidence, upon which to ground ſuch a reſolution a8 
had been propoſed to the Houſe by his Hon. Friend. The 


privilege of franking had been given to Members, not to be 


applied to their own individual intereſts, but to cover the ex- 


pence of that correſpondence, which they were obliged to 


carry on in their public capacity. It was provided, that in 


I caſe of infirmity, a Member might be allowed to delegate his 


privilege to another, for the ſame purpoſe. But if there was 
ground of ſuſpicion that a Member, not being in that ftate of 


infirmity which incapacitated him from the exerciſe of his pri- 


vilege, had yet delegated it to another, who had applied it to 


an enormous extent, for commercial and other purpoſes, that 
furely was a caſe which called for the attention of the Houſe. 
Though he therefore did not feel himſelf juſtified, from the 


evidence which had been produced, in aſſenting to the reſo- 


lution of his Hon. Friend, he ſhould however propoſe, that 


| the Houſe ſhould go into an inquiry, in order to obtain pro- 


5 documents upon the ſubject. If the Houſe ſaw that the 


Hon. Member did not appear to be in that ſtate of indiſpo- 


fition, which he had pleaded as the ground of his incapacity, 


they would, no doubt, be diſpoſed to approve of ſuch an in- 


ny The Hon. Gentleman had produced letters from his 
phyſician and 8 ſtating that he was not in a ſituation 


of health, which qualiſied him to carry on buſineſs. Was the 


privilege of franking given to Members, to be applied to the 


purpoſes of buſineſs? He ſhould conclude with moving that 
the Houſe do now adjourn, in order to afford time for 


inquiry. 


Ir. Alderman Newnham was of opinion, that the Hon. 


Member who had withdrawn had ſaid what was ſufficient to 


exculpate him from any cenſure. He had aſſured the Houſe, - 


and he doubted not the truth of that affurance, that, at the 
time he had delegated the power to his ſon to frank his let- 
ters for him, he was aCtually in that ſtate of indiſpoſition and 
infirmity which the Act required; and though he might have 


continued it longer than was neceſſary, yet he had done ſo 


from an idea only, that as one perſon only was employed to do 
this buſineſs, he had not offended againſt the privileges of the 


Houſe, or the principles of the Act of Parliament. He 


thought the Hon, General, who brought forward the motion, 


had done ſo without any kind of evidence which ought to au- 


thoriſe ſo harſh a proceeding as that of cenſure: He did not 
even think it ſufficient to ground the charge of abufing the 

Privilege of that Houſe upon. The Hon. Member who had 
withdrawn, had declared in his place, as his defence and ex- 


culpation, that he did not mean to do any thing which was 
nn. e contrary 


1 
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contrary to the Act of Parliament, and that he was very forry 
if he had unintentionally done ſo. He did not think what 
was ſaid of Members in trade abuſing the privilege of frank- 
ing, applied in general more to them than it did to Members 
who were Gentlemen of landed property, receiving letters 
from their tenants and-ſtewards, in the remiſſion to them of 
their rents, and other monies tranſmitted to them. A great 
deal had been ſaid about the Hon. Member who had with- 
drawn, having delegated this privilege to his ſon. He beliey- 
ed there were many Members of that Houſe who had fre- 
_ quently delegated the privileges of franking to their wives, 
daughters, and other ladies occaſionally, and he ſaw no greater 
crime or offence in one caſe than in the other. In ſhort, he 
aid, it was his opinion, that the evidence was altogether ſo 
defeCtive, that the buſineſs might fairly be ſaid to be frivolous 
and trifling, and he ſhould therefore vote for the Order of the 


Day. vo | . Fe, $6 25 
Mr. Crickett ſtated, that he had known the Hon. Member 
Who had withdrawn, and was now the ſubject of debate, for 
ſeveral years; that his health for ſome years paſt had been 
very precarious and uncertain, ſo much ſo as totally to prevent 
him at different times from the power of franking his letters. 
He not only ſaid this from his own knowledge, but from hear- 
ing the ſame very frequently from ſome of the firſt medical 
characters in the kingdom, among whom he mentioned Sir 
W. Fordyce, Mr. Pott, and Mr. Pitcairn. This, he ſaid, he 
ſtated as a matter of juſtice, which he thought it his duty to 
do, and not, he aſſured the Houſe, from any motive of friend- 
{hip or acquaintance. He ſhould: therefore give his vote for 
the Onder of the Day. I: ? ER 
Lord William Ruſſel thought that the juſtification which had 
been made by Sir Benjamin Hammet, was ſuch as proved that 
he had made a groſs abuſe of his privilege: He had de- 
legated it to his ſon, in order that he might himſelf retire into 
the country, 0 rch ole pl 1555 Fl 
_  * The Maſter of the Rolls ſaid, that as he had ſeconded the 
motion of his Hon. Friend for the Order of the Day, he 
thought it neceflary to give his reaſons for having done fo. He 
by no. means thought . motion of the Hon. General either 
Frivolous or light in its importance. On the contrary, he was 
of opinion that he deſerved the thanks of the Houſe far 
having brought it forward. Nevertheleſs, he had thought it 
proper to ſupport the motion for the Order of the Day, be- 
cauſe he thought, that as the buſineſs ſtood at preſent, the 
Houſe: could not. with propriety proceed further on it. The 
Hon. Gentleman had not produced evidence which * A 
„„ „ , WW 
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W ficient to ground upon itz and juſtify the adoption of the mo- 


tion he had brought forward; At the ſame time he did not 
think the Hon. Magiſtrate, who had. withdrawn, had altogether 

exculpated himſelf ſo clearly as might be wiſhed. He had, 
however, aſſured the Houſe that he had not offended againſt 
the clauſe of the Ack of Parliament intentionally; that he had 
conſulted Gentlemen, his friends, upon the matter, and they 
all thought the ſame on that as the Hon. Magiſtrate himſelf 


had done. He ſaid alſo, that if he had really offended againſt _ 


the principle of the Act of Parliament, he begged pardon of 
the Houſe, The chief part of the charges: alleged againſt 
the Hon. Member who was withdrawn, was, in his having con- 
tinued the delegation of his privilege to frank letters to his 
ſon, during thoſe intervals of time when his ſtate of health 


did not require it. This, the Maſter of the Rolls apprehend- 


| ed, aroſe from a wiſh not to give too much trouble to the Poſt- 


office, as he knew that the returns. of his indiſpoſition were 
very frequent; and as it appeared from his aſſertion, in his 
exculpation, that only one perſon (his ſon) was employed in 
franking, he thought, that at the preſent moment, when the 
abuſe, or even the power of abuſe in this particular, was on 
the point of being effectually put a ſtop to, there was no oc- 
caſion for the Houſe to take any more ſerious notice of the 
matter. He was extremely glad, however, that the motion 
had been brought forward, as it would ſhew the people of this 
country how feelingly alive the Members of the Houſe were 
to any privilege entruſted to them for the preblic good and 
how very jealous of the ſmalleſt abuſe of them. For the rea- 
ſons he had adduced; he ſhould ſupport the motion for the 
Order of the ,, JJ) gang 
Mr. Foddrell ſaid, that as he ſhould not deem it conſiſtent 
with the character and dignity '6f the Houfe, that an idea 
ſhould go abroad that the privilege of franking, granted to 
the Members by the Public, for the honour and advantage of 
their conſtituents, had been diverted to other purpoſes, with- 
out proper animadverſion, he ſhould vote for the original 
motion. | 5 5 FFV 
General Tarleton ſaid, that whatever might be the fate of 
his motion, he had gained one point, that it ſhould go abroad 
in the newſpapers, as ſanctioned by a ſort of miniſter (Mr: 
Ryder), that when a groſs abuſe of privilege by a Member of 
that Houſe, to the great detriment of the revenue, was brought 
forward as a proper ground of inveltigation and cenſure, it 
ihould be treated as a frivolous and unfounded charge, which 
* to be diſmiſſed, as altogether unworthy of attention. 
„ Cs © 4 | The 
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| Orders of the Day be now read : 


Report ordered to be received on 3 
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The queſtion was then put Ac: the motion that the other | 
der 1 2 1 39 

| 8 5 

The Vote of Credit Bill Wen through a Committee. The 


e 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Moxpax, April 13. 


VICTORY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, _ 
The Firſt Lord of the Admiralty (Earl Spencer) gave notice, | 


chat he ſhould the next day move that the thanks of the Houſe 


be voted to Vice-Admirals Hotham, Sir Hyde Parker, and 
Goodall, and the Captains, officers, marines, and ſeamen, ſerv- 
ing under the command of Vice-Admiral Hotham, by means 
of whoſe {kill and bravery the late victory was obtained over 
the French fleet in the Mediterranean. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he did not riſe to ſay any 
thing in objection to the intended motion, but merely to ex- 
preſs a hope, that the Noble Earl was prepared with facts to 
prove that a victory had lately been obtained in the Mediter- 
ranean: Perhaps it was merely owing to want of information, 
but he could not help entertaining ſome doubt of the fat. 

The Firſt Lord of the Admiralty ſaid, he believed it was not 
uſual to debate a motion before it was made; he fhould there- 
fore content himſelf with moving that the Lords be ſummoned 
for the next day.—Ordered. EN 


CONGRATULATION OF HIS MAJESTY ON THE MARRIAGE OF 
| THE PRINCE AND PRINCESS OF WALES. | 


' The Earl of Mansfield, in a ſhort, but dignified and "4 
quent ſpeech, called their Lordſhips attention to a motion 


which he flattered himſelf would meet with the unanimous 


concurrence of every Noble Lord preſent, viz. to vote a con- 


gratulatory addreſs to his Majeſty on the happy circumſtance 


of the nuptials of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales with 
the Princeſs Caroline of Brunſwick—an event which, as it 
gave hopes of a continuance of the Royal line, afforded the 
nation the flattering proſpect of additional ſecurity for the pre- 


longation of the many bleſſings it had enjoyed under the govern- 


ment of the auguſt Sovereign now upon the throne of theſe 


| kingdoms. Marriage was a ſtate which his OED ä 


the 
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the Prince of Wales, after due conſideration, had determined 
to enter into, from a conſciouſneſs that though it certainly 
added to the duties, it much enlarged. the comforts of life. 
His Royal Highneſs had well weighed the conſequences of 
ſuch a ſerious change of his condition, and viewing the bright 
example of connubial felicity which his Royal parents held up 
to all their ſubjects, had been equally led by reaſon and choice 
to enable himſelf to imitate their conduct, under the aſſurance 
that a perſeverance in the ſame ſteady courſe of mutual affection, 
and unceaſing regard and attention to each other, would enſure 


1 him and his illuſtrious conſort the ſame continued ſeries, of 


the ſame enviable enjoyments ariſing out of that ſubſtantial 
bliſs, domeſtic happineſs. No reaſonable man, the Earl ſaid, 
could contemplate the ſtate of marriage without being con- 


vinced that it was a ſtate in which all the amiable paſſions were 


engaged and intereſted in the cauſe of virtue and truth; the 
beſt and moſt eſſential felicities of life derived their origin 
from that ſource; it enhanced the joys, and divided the ſorrows 
to which human nature was unavoidably liable; it diffuſed the 
bleſlings that reſulted from it, univerſally, pervading the pa- 
lace and the cottage alike, pouring the balm of conſolation 
and comfort into the breaſt wounded by affliction, whether 
cauſed by fudden calamity and change of fortune, or the 
leſs avertible evils of perſonal pain or individual illneſs. 
Thoroughly perſuaded of the permanent, pure, and tranquil 
joys that flowed from it under every circumſtance of life, he 
felt it to be a ſolid ground of congratulation to his Majeſty in 
{o auſpicious an event as the marriage to which he had re- 
ferred; and therefore, without any longer detaining their Lord- 
ſhips, he would come directly to his purpoſe, and move that 
an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty to congratulate 
his Majeſty on the nuptials of his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
of Wales, &c. &c. &c. „ 4 . 

The motion was agreed to nemine contradicente, and a Com- 
mittee was inſtantly appointed to draw up the proper 
addreſs. 1 e | 1 N 

The Lords named on the Committee withdrew, and in a 
few minutes returned with the addreſs, which was agreed to, 
and the Lords, with white ſtaves, ordered to wait on his Ma- 
jeſty, and know his Majeſty's pleaſure, when he would be at- 
tended by that Houſe to preſent the fame. _ a” 
The Earl of Mansfield then moved an addreſs of congra- 
tulation to her Majeſty on the ſame happy occaſion, which was 
likewiſe agreed to wemine diſſentient. e 
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ſame joyful occaſion. 
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His Lordſhip next moved a cheats Kae to their 
Royal Highneſſes the Prince and N of Wales“ on 8 


a 


Agreed to nemine diſſentiente, 


| © HOUSE OF COM bloss. 0 
8 Moxpar, April 13. 


The Bill fie widening the avenue to the city of Forde 
e Temple Bar was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be ; 


committed before a ſelect Committee. 


Mr. Byng preſented a petition on behalf of the dence, 


maltſters, brewers, diſtillers, ſoap-boilers, chandlers, and other 


tradeſmen, ſtating, that if the Bill now pending for the obſerv- 
ance of the Lord's day be paſſed into a law, they would be 
materially injured in their trades, and ſome of them ruined. — 
Referred to a Committee on the Bill. | 
The Southern Whale Fiſhery Bill was read a ſirſt time, 28s 


Was alſo the Bill for indemnifying Governors, &c. of che Weſt 


India iſlands, who have Pere the importation of goods i in 
foreign bottoms. | 
The Britiſh Fiſhery Bill was ordered to be read a third time | 
— ok {e* MBs | . | 


FRA NKING.. 


Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Feanking Bin. 

The amendments to the reſolutions of the former Com- 
mittees upon the Bill being read, _ | 

Mr. Dent ſaid, he had great ſatisfaction to foo Goremeicnr 
attentive 10 the obje& of correcting abuſes in the privilege 
of franking—abuſes which had ſubfiſted to an alarming de- 
gree. He had no objection to this Bill, but he wanted to 


aboliſh other abuſes, namely, thoſe which aroſe from the ex- 
ereiſe of it by clerks in the different offices. He muſt, however, 


obſerve, that ſome of the Members of that Houſe had abuſed 
the privilege of franking to a degree that made it ſhameful, 
He underſtood, that ſome Members had for their own emo- 
Jument franked letters to a vaſt amount. He would ſuppoſe 
it to be to the number of 300. If a Member of that Houſe 
had got another to aſſiſt: him, who could write a better hand, 

and more expeditiouſly than himſelf; in that caſe ſome further 

information ſhould be had from the Poſt- office. He would 


- «ans another Cale, that a Member under the allegation of 
Wb 5 


£ 
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nis being too infirm in body to write for himſelf, although he 
might come to the Houſe: in apparent good health, ſhould ap- 
point another to write for him a prodigious number of letters 
daily for a great length of time; he would then aſk, whether 


Donne furtlier regulation than this Biil provided was not neceſ- 2 


ſary to check an evil on which the Public with ſome reaſon 


| cried out ſhame? There was a circumſtance-to which he could 


not help alluding, becauſe it was ſo applicable to the ſubject 
before the Houſe. ' He had lately read in a newſpaper, that a 
Member of that Houſe had ſold his privilege of franking for 
Zool. a year, If this were true, the Houſe ought to inſtitute 
an inquiry into the fact. If it were falſe, the vengeance of 
that Houſe ought to fall on the printer of fo atrocious a libel. 
— This he ſaid in order to call the attention of the Houſe to 


the abuſes that had ſo long and ſo ſhamefully ſubſiſted in the : 


privilege of franking; and although the Bill now before them 
went to prohibit the ſending by any one Member, more than 
ten letters each day, and the receiving more than fifteen, yet if 
| ſome regulation was not adopted with regard to clerks in of- 
fices, he was ſure the Pablic would be greatly defrauded, _ 
The amendments were then read a ſecond time, and 
agreed to. e eee iid 
Mr. Long brought up a clauſe to continue the law as it 
now ſtands, with regard to poſtage on newſpapers; which was 
agreed to. , „ 
He brought up another in favour of officers and men in ac- 
tual ſervice, and writing upon their on buſineſs only. The 
clauſe contained various proviſions as to the manner of dire&- 
ing ſuch letters, ke. | | 3 
General Smith applauded the liberality of Government in this 
inſtance, and ſaid he hoped that the officers would take care 
that no improper uſe ſhould be made of it. TY 15 
_ be chufſe was then agreed tſſddddddſ nt ne PRIN ER 
Mr. I. H. Browne moved, that petitions ſent to Members of 
Parliament might be included in this exemption. oY 
Mr. Mainwaring objected to this; as ſometimes, he ſaid, - 
petitions came to Members, containing ſeveral hundred fig- 


-_.. HatuUTeB,. 45 


Mr. I. H. Browne faid, he only meant ſuch petitions as 
_ alluded to public or private Bills, which might not come im- 
mediately within the weight allowed, and yet not be a great 
deal over it. CW e e e e, Fr 1s 
This motion, not being ſeconded, fell to the ground. 
Mr. Porter propoſed a clauſe which ſpecified various regu- 
lations of abuſes in the public offices in the franking of let- 
| INS — | Op ters, 


— 
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ters, and appointed an inſpector, &c.— the den of it was 
to the following effect: | 6 
« That no letters going to, or from, any clerk or other per- 
ſon belonging to any of the offices of Government oa po 95 
free of poſtage, except ſuch as were really and bona fide on tha 
public buſineſs of Government. That all ſuch letters ſhould 
| be directed to, and ſent by certain ſtated perſons, ſuch as the 
reſident and ſecretary of the board in each office, and that 
inſpeckors ſhould be appointed for the purpoſe to examine 
into the books in which all ſuch letters ſhould be entered, and 
the daily amount thereof. And that copies of ſuch books, BY 
tranſcribed on oath, ſhould be kept for the inſpection of Mem- 
bers of the Houſe, whenever they might chuſe, within certain 
_ reaſonable hours, to look into and examine the ſame.” _ 5 
Captain Berkeley doubted the utility of the clauſe, and aſked | 
the Hon. Member who moved the clauſe, whether he thought 
the expences attending the appointment of inſpectors, &c. 
would not be greater than any benefit which might be derived 
from it might be worth. | 
My. Porter replied, that he believed it would be a ſaving 
to the Public of at leaſt fifteen thouſand a year, and he thought 
that the ſalaries of a few inſpectors would be very trifling 
indeed, when compared to ſuch a ſum, even allowing them 
very ample compenſation for their trouble. 5 
The Secretary at War thought the law ſufficient for the cor- 
rection of the abuſes which the clauſe was intended to remedy, 
He obſerved that there were various correſpondences which 
Government did not wiſh to ſuppreſs, and which had the ob- 
ject of expediting public buſineſs, and yet would * _— 
able to poſtage by the clauſe in queſt ion. 
Mr. Courtenay ſaid, he was glad that miniſters were de- 
termined to remedy abuſes; but obſerved, that the Hon. 
Member who had ſpoke Jaſt, had been ſo ſhort a time in office 
that he had not been able to perceive any abuſes in it, but 
long enough to ſtand up ſtoutly againſt perſons in thoſe offices 
being put to any inconvenience. It was ſomewhat extraor- 


7. dinary that on the ground of the privilege of franking having 


been abigſed, and that only by one or two Members of that 
Houſe, it had been thought proper to lay a reſtriction upon 
the privilege which applied to every Member of the Houſe, and 
confined them to the number of .ten to ſend, and fifteen to re- 
ceive; yet aſter having impoſed this reſtriction on the groſs 
charge of abi of privilege, it was thought neceffary, that 
this privilege ſhould be taken from Members of Parliament, 


and ſhould yet be endeavoured to be ned to clerks and 
| | other 


* 
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other perſons in public offices to an unlimited extent. The 


abuſes of the offices were great indeed; upwards of 30,o00l. 
a year were taken up by the franking of the clerks; this was 


more than one third of the whole amount of franking by 
both Houſes of Parliament. He wiſhed to know upon what 


ground it was that theſe Gentlemen were to have a diſcre- 
tionary power, and the Members-of the two Houſes to have 
none. He thought that too much truſt was put in the virtue 


of theſe Gentlemen. Were they purifted by ſome fixed air 


among themſelves? Indeed he apprehended that this Bill 


would tend to increaſe abuſe in the privilege of franking in 
| theſe offices, for ſome of the Gentlemen belonging to ch 
might become partners, not ſleeping, but writing partners in 
banking-houſes, unleſs fomething like the clauſe now offered 
ſhould be adopted. It was idle to ſay that the abuſes would 
be corrected in the offices; he never knew any body of men 


In 
em 


who corrected abuſes among themſelves, either in church or 
ſtate. He ſaw ſomething already that tended to the reverſe 
of this, for when any abuſe of office was mentioned, and an 


attempt made to do it away, ſome miniſter or other was ſure 


to ſtep in to defend it; whenever any one attempted to ap- 
_ proach the abuſe of office, miniſters ſeemed to ſay, © Take off 
your ſhoes, for now you ſtand upon holy ground.” 3 
Mr. Long obſerved, that there was a particular law in being 
to reſtrain the abuſe of franking in public offices. | 
General Tarleton ſaid a few words on the general abuſe of 


franking. In the matter which he brought forward a few 


days ago, he declared he had not been actuated by any deſire of 
perſecuting an individual Member, as had been ſuggeſted by 
ſome, but with a defire to take the bufineſs up on a broad and 
extenſive ſcale. An imputation of abuſe of privilege had been 
caſt upon the whole of the Members of the Houſe, for the 
abuſes of one or two. It was his intention to have thrown 
the blame where it ought juſtly to lie. , He hoped, by uſing the 


word eſcape, he ſhould not be thought too harfh ; but certainly 


the Hon, Member who was the object of his motion, had 
_ eſcaped, and, he believed, through the means of miniſterial 
countenance. However, as he thought abuſes were as likely 
to prevail amongſt the clerks of public offices, as among 


Members of that Houſe, he ſhould certainly give his vote for 


the preſent clauſe, as tending to prevent them. - 5 ets 
General Smith obſerved, that in the year 1785, the whole 
amount of official franking amounted only to the ſum of 850). 
and now it was riſen as high as thirty thouſand annually. 
his great and rapid increaſe in the ſpace of ten years, cer- 
tainly ſeemed to require a check. Such motions and * 
1 | | . ons 
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fions as the preſent, were of infinite ſervice: When many of 
the abuſes of public offices were mentioned on the firſt intro- 
duction of this Bill, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
| faid, that he never before had heard of them; ſuch diſcuf-. 
ſions as the preſent would ſerve to bring them to view, 
and the clauſe ſhould have his ſupport becauſe it went to 
correct and check them. | | | | 


The Secretary at War moved that the Act relative to the re- 
ſtraints laid on clerks in public offices in franking be read; 
which being done, a converſation of conſiderable length took 
place, in which Mr. Yorke, Mr. Dent, Mr. Roſe, Mr. Martin, 
Mr. Buxton, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Grey, Mr. Thornton, Mr. 
Hufley, and Mr. Robinſon took part; after which Mr. Porter 
agreed to withdraw the clauſe, underſtanding that Mr. Dent 
was to make a motion upon the ſubject immediately... _ 
| The clauſes being all agreed to, the Bill was ordered to be 
read a third time on Friday, if then engroſſed. Ve 


=. 


| ABUSE OF FRANKING IN PUBLIC OFFICES,  _ 
Mr. Dent then roſe to move for a Committee of Inquiry 
into the abufes of the privilege of franking in the public of- 
fices. He ſtated, that the produce of the Poſt Office was 
about 627,000. a year, and after deducting all charges, the 
net produce amounted to 390, 0 l. He then proceeded to 
enumerate ſome of the abuſes of clerks in office, and to ſhew 
how that affected the revenue of the Poſt. Office. By means 
of theſe abuſes various pamphlets were carried all over the 
kingdom free of poſtage, among others Mr. Lackington's 
thick and bulky catalogue of books. Nay more, even hares 
and haunches of veniſon had been conveyed in this manner, 
Theſe facts he did not with to reſt upon his aſſertion; Mr. 
Nent ſaid he was ready to prove them at the bar of that Houſe, 
whenever he ſhould be called upon to do fo. Such abuſes, he 
maintained, ought to be done away as well and as ſpeedily as 
| 20m iT He concluded with moving, © That a Committee 
e appointed to inquire into the ſeveral frauds and abuſes, in 
relation to the ſending or receiving letters free of poſtage, by 
clerks in public offices entitled to frank letters; that they do 
examine the ſame, and ſtate their opinion thereupon to the 
Mr. Long thought that this inquiry was unneceſſary, and 
that if it was gone into, it would not remedy the evil. He 
had heard of abuſes in many of the offices; he had inquired, 
and found that many exiſted, but he found alfo that theſe 
abuſes had been greatly exaggerated. With regard to haunches 
of venifon, he apprehended that the Hon. Gentleman mif- 
„ 8 is _ conceived 
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conceived the matter. If any thing of that ſort had been car- 
ried from the Poſt-office, the Public was not defrauded 25 it, 
although he had no doubt of the fact being as the Hon. Gen 
tleman related, for he had heard of a turtle being ſent in the 
ſame way. But the fact was this; by the contract of the Poſt- 
office, on mail-coaches, theſe things were carried as parcels 
under the ſame right as that by which paſſengers were carried 
by the mailz and therefore this was no fraud upon the reve- - 
nue. With regard to this Committee. being unneceſſary, he 
muſt obſerve, that already many regulations had been adopted 
in theſe offices, and many others were about to be adopted, 
and would be carried into effect as ſpeedily as poſlible. * 
ther reaſon why he ſhould vote againſt going into this Com- 
mittee was, becauſe he was convinced, that from the manner 
the. accounts were kept of theſe franks, there could not be 
proof of the abuſe brought before the Committee. Taking 
the whole of the matter together, he ſaw no good that would 
reſult from the propoſed inquiry; and therefore he thought it 
would be better to leave the matter to the operation of the re- 
gulations which have been, and others that are about to be 
adopted. If after a fair trial they ſhould be found ineffeCtual, 
then ſome other remedy might be propoſed.  __ | 
Ar. Courtenay ſaid, it appeared to him that the chief rea- 
ſon for bringing this motion forward, was its being denied that 
any abuſe exiſted in theſe offices. Now that theſe abuſes were 
admitted to exiſt, and that it was ſaĩd they were to be correct- 
ed, he, on that account, was rather inclined to agree with + 
Gentlemen on the other ſide; and therefore he hoped the 
ſenſe of the Houſe would not be taken on the motion. 7 
Mr. Bouverie ſaid, he ſhould ſupport the motion, on the 
£ Fan that the Hon. Gentleman who made it, had pledged 
imſelf to prove the abuſes which he ſtated: Abuſes which, 
to a certain extent, indeed ſeemed now to be acknowledged. 
Miniſters ought to be obliged to the Houfe for ſtimulating 
them forward in this buſineſs, for they ſeemed to want a 
 ftimulus. JJV . 
Mr. Wilmet thought it was not neceſſary to go into abuſes, 
which were acknowledged to exiſt, becauſe the queſtion ought 
only to be on the mode of adopting a remedy; one remedy 
| vi now trying if that failed, another might be tried here- 
after; ap . | | 
of the offices, except the Ordnance z he maintained, however, 
there was no abuſe as to franking in that office; if there was, 
he ſhould be exceſſively obliged to the Hon. Gentleman for 


ſtating it to him. RET ES 
Vor. II. %%% 


en⸗ 


Captain Berkeley did not pretend to know any thing of auß 
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Mr. Dent admitted that he knew of no abuſes. in the 


Ordnance, but in others there were abuſes to an enormous 


extent, and . in the Cuſtoms. rs 
Mr. N. Smith wiſhed the motion to be withdrawn, . becauſe 


he thought the notoriety of the abuſes alluded to, ſuperſeded 
the neceſſity of inquiring into their exiſtence, Th 
that could 4 
beſides, there might be ſome difficulty in proving the abuſes, 
9 although they were notorious, becauſe, when the Houſe came 
to examine evidence, they muſt ſubject themſelves to certain 
Formal rules; and many Gentlemen who had already furniſh- 


e beſt thing 
e done, was to apply a remedy as ſoon as polible; : 


ed this information privately to Members, could not be called 


- Fa, to give their e in public, A a breach o 
fait 


Mr. I. H. Browne was of the fame opinion. I 5 2 5 
Mr. Porter was for going 1 into a Committee, | PENS 
The Houſe divided, 
a Hor the motion 53 A491 it 41. | 
Sei were then excluded for a confiderable time, ue 
ring which we underſtood that the Sunday Bill was brought 
on and diſpoſed of in the following manner: 
On motion for going inte a Committee on the Bill, the 
queſtion was put, That the Speaker do now leave the chair. ” 
The Houſe divided, | 


; For !he 1 T—Agai it 50. 3 1 8 5 
cc That this Bill be „ on "+ ſe*nn1 kt.” | An | 


£ amendment was moved, That inſtead of © Friday ſe'nnight,” 


the words © This day fix months”? be ſubſtituted. The F Houſe 


enn 8 
For the 1 44—Ag ainf it 43. ä A 
Bd that there is an end of that Bill for this 3 at leaſt, 
The Bill for providing for Subalterns in the Militia in time 
of War, paſſed the Committee, after a few words between 


General Tarleton, General. Smith, and 25 Secretary at Bf ar. 
| Report ordęred to be received the next day. 


The Lottery Bill was ordered to be read a third time the 


next day, if then engroſſed. 


Ar. Mainwaring aſked the Secretary at War,. at That time 
he ſhould be ready to bring forward his plan of relief to the 
innkeepers, whoſe petition lay on the table, e complaining of 
hardſhips in conſequence of billeting Toldiers upon them. 

The Secretary at War admitted they laboured under grievous 


- hardſhips, and ſaid they had born them with patience z he ſaid 
he hoped to be ready with a plan for their TOY in a OE 9 


Ar. ee 5 he was latisfied. . 


% Py 
* F 


* 


8d 


on Friday next. —Adjourned. 
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| The Bill for allowing 2,500,000. 0 hie Majeſty for extraor- 
' dinary ſervices of the year, was ordered to be read a third time 


on Monday, if then engroſſed. 


Leave was given to bring in a Bill to regulate the ſhipping . 
employed in carrying flaves from the coaſt of Africa in Britiſh | 


veſſels. 5 


The Nilitia Pay and Clothing Bill was paſſed. _ 


* Is tc * bh, — 7 : 


OL ___ TuzsDpar, April 14. e 
_ THANKS TO VICE-ADMIRAL HOTHAM, ace. 


. Earl Spencer roſe, in purſuance of the notice which he gave 


the preceding day, to move the thanks of the Houſe to Admi- 
ral Hotham for the victory. hich he obtained over the French 


fleet in the Mediterranean. The Noble Earl obſerved; that the 


25 for Which he propoſed to move their Lordſhips to vote 
their | 
lant Admiral whom he had named, and alſo owing to the cou- 


rage of thoſe who were under him in command. Such vifto- 
ries, he thought, ſhould always be acknowledged and rewarded _ 
with the bigheft honour their Lordſhips could beſtow; He 
ſhould have thought it unneceffary to fay any thing on the 
ſubject more than barely to move the thanks of the Houſe, 
had he not the preceding day underſtood that one Noble Lord 
intended to make ſome obſervations upon the grounds. of the 


motion, and the proof of the fact, that a victory had been ob- 


tained, He was induced, however, to think that that Noble 


Lord would not oppoſe the motion, with which he intended to 
conclude z the importance of the victory he alluded to being un- 


deniable. If any thing remained imperfect in the account of 


that event, it aroſe out of the modeſty with which the gallant 


Admiral had tranſmitted it, and of the diffident terms in which 


he had conveyed the information of a victory that had been 


ſo much owing to his own merit. The Noble Earl, if he 
wiſhed to have any further information on that head, might, 
if he choſe, have recourſe to the Gazette, where he would be 


fully ſatisfied as to the fact. By this victory the naval ſupe- 


riority of Great Britain had been maintained; and for ſuch 

ſervices he was confident their Lordſhips were ready to beſto _ 
their praiſe, and the Public to acknowledge their obligation. 
He concluded with ns That the thanks of this, 11 ; 


The Dead Body Bill was ordered to be read a ſecond time 


anks, was the effect of the ſkill and bravery of the gal- | 


5 


= 


ERIE 


The queſtion of thanks to Admiral Hotham being put, 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, the Noble Earl who had made 


140% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [loss 
; be given to Vice-Admiral Hotham, for his meritorious ſervices 
in the command of his Majeſty's fleet lately ſtationed in the 
Mediterranean.” VVV 
His Lordſhip obſerved, that if his motion ſhould be carried, 
as he had no doubt it would, he ſhould follow it up with other 
motions of thanks ts Vice-Admiral Goodall, Sir Hyde Parker, 
and al} the officers, together with acknowledgment and appro- 
bation of the ſervices of the men on board the fleet, &c. - 


this motion had conjeCtured rightly, when he expected that he 


ſhould make ſome obſervations on this ſubject, although he 


dence that might be felt on this occaſion, he owned he had not 


any, as far as regarded Admiral Hotham; his diffidence aroſe 


from the London Gazette, to which authority the Noble Earl 


had been pleaſed to refer him. He perceived in the account 
of this very victory, in actual 5 with Admiral Ho- 


tham, the very ſhips (named the Cen/eur and Ca Ira) which 
were ſtated by the ſame authority, the London Gazette, to be 


deſtroyed by Lord Hood at Toulon, and others had been 
burnt down 0 the water's edge; and fo diſabled as to be totally 


unfit for ſervice. He wiſhed to know with what propriety 


their Lordſſips could rely on the laſt account of the victory of 


Admiral Hotham, when they found the account of the affair 


* — 
” Bet 
"4 


_ . ſhould not oppoſe the motion in particular. He objected, 
| However, to the practice of voting thanks indiſcriminately for 

all victories. Sure he was, the ſervice was not much honoured 

by placing on the ſame footing of merit, the victory of the firſt 
of Juns, and the taking of Baſtia! He was of opinion, that 
- a great difference ought to be made between a ſplendid victory 
and a/trivial advantage; but miniſters had of late confounded. 
them, by coming forward to move thanks indiſcriminately to 
Lord Hood and Lord Howe. This practice, however, had 
been confined a good deal to our naval operations; for, with 
the ſingle exception of Sir Charles Grey, miniſters had, by 
the witdom of their plans, contrived to keep our military force 
clear from any chance of receiving the thanks of that Houſe 
for the exertion of its commanders. With regard to any diffi- 


- 


of Toulon ſo fallacious. By this mode of proceeding their 
Lordſhips were to thank two Admirals for deſtroying the ſame 
force that was a double vote of thanks for one and the ſame 

act. And poſſibly, hereafter, miniſters would come forward 

to thank ſome other Engliſh Admiral for deſtroying theſe very 
ſmhips a third time. Upon theſe conſiderations he thought their 
Lordſhips ſhould inſtitute an inquiry, before they voted thanks 
in future. He admitted that the London Gazette had MO - 


) 


- 
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y indeed, been 3 yehicle of intelligence on which the Public 
might tely z but fince the vommencement of the preſent war, 


| experience had taught us to regard it in many inftances as a 


ublication to deceive us. If the Noble Earl could have in- 


formed him of the deſtination of the French, when Admiral 
Hotham fell in with them, or what was more, where the . 
Toulon fleet now was, it would at leaſt have afforded him 
ſome conſolation, and he ſhould the more readily have con- 


curred in the motion of thanks; but while it remained a mat- 


ter of doubt and uncertainty, whether what had happened was 


effective to any important purpoſe, he ſelt little ſatisfaction on 


the ſubject. 1 d 8 de Wee, 
Earl Spencer ſaid, that the Noble Earl might, with the ex- 


ertion of very little ingenuity, have diſcovered, that the very 
ſhips. which . bore the ; x names as thoſe diſabled and partly 
deſtroyed by Lord Hood at Toulon, might have been repaired 
or rebuilt 3 or other ſhips, according to what was well known 
to be the French practice, might have been named after them. 
The Ville de Paris would ſoon be at ſea, and ſhould it be 
taken by the enemy, and afterwards a propoſal be made in 
the National Convention to thank the Admiral for ſuch an 
atchievement, any member. of that Convention might ſtart up 
with as much propriety as the Noble Earl now did, and ſay 
that the fact could not be true, as it was notorious that the 
Ville de Paris had been ſunk many years ago. The Noble Earl 
might amuſe himſelf and their Lordfhips as much as he 
thought fit ; but the obſervations be had made, did not appear 


to him to be quite applicable to the ſubject. | 


* - The Earlof Lauderdale ſaid, that with regard to ingenuity, 
he did not pretend to uſe any; he left the Noble Earl to draw 


as often as he pleaſed upon his great ſtock in trade of that arti- 


cle, in which. there was no fear of his ever feeling a deficiency. 
He had indeed given an inſtance of it that day. With regard 
to the idea of his attempting to amuſe himſelf, he could only 
ſay, that in attending that Houſe, he had ſomething in view 
more important than amuſement. He attended his duty as a 
Peer of Parliament, to call miniſters to their duty, and to do 
all he could to undeceive the Public. What the Noble Earl 
had juſt ſaid, was a proof of the necellity of theſe obſervations. - 
The information which he had given to the Houſe was ſerious _ 
and alarming, indeed; for he had told the Houſe that the ſhips 
Which had been alluded: to, might have been fince rebuilt. 
Ile was indeed alarmed, if large ſhips of war could, in ſo 
| ſhort a ſpace as the period of a few months, be built on the 
keels of thoſe which had been burnt to the water's edge hy. 
Lord Hood at Toulon. What was this, but confeſſing the ſu- 
periority of the enemy to us in the art of building ſhips of 


war? 


— a % * 
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war? With regard to the Ville de Paris, every body knew that 
hip had been loſt ſo long, that there had been ample time fox 
her having been entirely rebuilt. What he had ſtated with 
regard to the Gazette, he muſt repeat; and he would add; 
that the accounts in it were ſtudiouſly fallacious. It was now 
2 publication to deceive the Public, and on which the preſent 
Adminiſtration endeavoured to build their narrow fame: He 
Was {till further alarmed, on finding that the Noble Earl had 
not been able to inform their Lordſhips, whether he was aware 
of what was become of the Toulon fleet. Es EET 
Earl Spencer ſaid, he was under the neceſſity of troubling 
their Lordſhips with a few more words in explanation. He 
bad not meant to ſay, that ſuch of the French ſhips as had 
been burnt by Lord Hood down to the water's edge, were al- 
ready rebuilt from the keels of thoſe ſhips ſo deſtroyed; but 
that other ſhips not ſo en damaged might have been repair- 
ed, and made fit for ſea,” 5 


| In time to have been with the French 
fleet, met by Admiral Hotham lately in the Mediterraneans 
Another material queſtion of the Noble Earl, he had acci- 
dentally omitted to take notice of, vis. that about the preſent 
ſituation of the Toulon fleet, To give an anſwer to ſuch a 
queſtion; under the exiſting circumſtances, he conceived to 
be highly improper on his part. It was enough for him to be 
able to affert, that whatever had been the object of the French, 
when that fleet had been fitted out; over which Admiral Ho- 
tham had obtained a victory that object had been entirely 
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l defeated, and put an end to for the preſent. He would only 
| add, that the queſtion before their Lordſhips was, whether the 
js victory obtained over the enemy by Admiral Hotham, was 
il; ſuch as merited the thanks of that Houſe. % 


The queſtion was then put, and carried. 


* 


As were alſo the thanks to Vice Admiral Goodall, Aumirel © 


| . Sir Hyde Parker, officers and men, &c. 175 „ 
i _ © TheirLordſhips then received ſeveralBills fromthe Commons, 
1 After ſome private buſineſs was over, the Houſe adjourned. 
. HSE OF COMMONS. _ 


3 %%% ̃ D ¼¾— SCE 
Mr. Thomas Grenville ſaid, that if the ſubject to which he 
roſe to call the attention of the Houſe was as new. as it wag 
important, he ſhould certainly feel conſiderable apprehenfion 
in bringing it forward. It was not, however, his intention to 
propoſe any new principles with reſpe& to the mode of de- 
eiding in queſtions of controverted elections, but only to 
ſuggeſt ſome regulations in order to follow. up more ftritly, 
accurately, and uſefully, the proviſions of the Act already ſub. 0 


% 
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ſiſting for that purpoſe. The principle of that Act was ac- 
3 E d 5 88 good; it bad for a 2 years reſcued 
the Houſe from that melancholy and diſgraceful ſtate with 
reſpect to diſputed elections, in which it had before been 
placed, and it only remained to remedy one or two inconveni- 
ences of a practical nature. The principal inconvenience 


S which had been felt, had arifen from the want of attendance 


of Members on the days appointed to ballot for Committees. 


Many modes had been ſuggeſted to obviate this evil. It had 


| occurred to ſeveral perſons, as well as to himſelf, whether it 
might not be proper to ſet aſide five or ſix weeks at the begin- 
ning of the ſeſſion, in order to try queſtions of controverted 


elections. It was certainly a moſt important duty to aſcertain, _ 


in the firſt inſtance, thoſe who had really a right to ſit in Par- 
liament, and to have the repreſentation of the people, with as 
little delay as poſſible, as full and complete as the conftitution 
of that Houſe would permit. The objeCtion to the mode he 
had mentioned was, that there might occur duties of a nature 


paramount to that of deciding with reſpect to controverted 5 


 eleCtion, and that the appropriation of five or fix weeks for 
the purpoſe, might, in ſome inſtances, interfere too eſſentially 
with the diſpatch of -public buſineſs of the moſt urgent and 
reſſing deſcription. He was at the ſame time deſirous, if pof- 
ſible, to avoid bringing forward any new mode of procuring, 
by compulſion, a ſuſhcient attendance: of Members. Many 
inſtances of neglect latterly were exhibited by the Members, 
and no attention whatever paid to ſuch days.—The Journals 
of the Houſe furniſhed inſtances of fines for non-attendance 


in ſuch caſes; ſo that the Houſe had already ample powers for 


that object; and it was only his wiſh, by the Bill which he 

ſhould bring forward, to reſtore to the Houſe the full exerciſe _ 
of thoſe functions, and that the authority which had been ſuſ- 

pended in the roth of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, ſhould 


again be revived. But while he ſecured the advantage of that - 


authority, it was alſo his wiſh to afford ſome relief to the Mem- 
bers, by the mode which he ſhould adopt in forming the Elec- 
tion Committees. In diminiſhing the numbers, however, he 
would by no means have it underſtood that he intended to re- 
lax the duty. The diminution of numbers which he would 
ſuggeſt was, that inſtead of a hundred Members being required 
to attend, fixty might be ſufficient ; that inſtead of forty-nine, - 
only twenty-ſeven might be drawn; and inſtead of fifteen, 


only eleven appointed as a Committee, including the nominees. 
This calculation would be found to be very nearly in the pro- 


portion of the former numbers. There were ſome other regu- 


tions which he ſhould propoſe, namely, where out, of ſaxty | 
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Members they ſhould not be able to make a Committee, that 
thoſe who had been excuſed in conſequence of age or ſervice, . 
ſhould be obliged to take their turn in the order in which they 
had been drawn in the ballot ; and that a peremptory excuſe _ 
- ſhould not be admitted, except, as in the caſe of a Jury at the 
Old Bailey, the Member had attained the age of 70. There 
were ſome other regulations with reſpect to the time allowed 
for the renewal + petitions, and the taking of affidavits, 
Kc. which would more properly come to be diſcuſſed” in the 
Committee. He had mentioned only a few of the outlines of 
his intended Bill; and if leave ſhould be given to bring it in, 
he ſhould move that it might be read a firſt time to-day, in 
order that it might be printed, and a ſubſequent day appointed 
For its confideration. NEON I ed ia ob tg bon bY » If 
Mr. Baker objected to any diminution of the Members by 
the Bill propoſed to be brought in; he ſhould rather wiſh that 
a clauſe might be introduced requiring them to be increaſed, 
He fuggeſted, that on every day appointed to ballot for an 
Election Committee, there ought to take place a call of the | 
1 5 ) ak Uh een IX WR 
Ar. Fox was alſo of opinion that the numbers ought not to 
be diminiſhed. He ſuggeſted that on the days appointed to 
ballot for an Election Committee, there might be a ſtanding. 
order to call over the Houſe that day; and when an attendance 
of three or four hundred was ſecured, they might proceed to 
_ appoint more Committees than one on the ſame day. Thus 
the Houſe would be ſaved from the awkward and indecent 
predicament of being obliged, as in the preſent Parliament, 
to appoint Committees at the end of the third ſeſſion, in order 
to try the right of Gentlemen to fit there as Members. On! 
days appointed for tranſacting public buſineſs, they might _ 
chooſe at leaſt one Committee; and on ordinary days they 
might proceed without delay or interfuption to what certainly 
ought to be conſidered their firſt duty, vis. adopting the moft 
effectual mode of correctly aſcertaining thoſe who were quali- 
i d nk 
Mr. Ryder objected to ſtrong meaſures being adopted, ſuch 
as frequent Calls of the Houſe, in order to compel the attend- 
ance of Members, as it might prevent Gentlemen who were 
in particular fituations, ſuch as lawyers, merchants, and per- 
- fons in office, from taking ſeats in the Houſe, © . 


* 


Hr. M. A. Taylor ſaid, that if Gentlemen thought proper 
to accept of ſeats in the Houſe, they ought to be prepared to 
diſcharge their duties, let their, Pos of Parliament be 
what they might; every man was equally bound, and there 
ought to be no diſtinction. The plan propoſed by . 5 


＋ 


mittees much troubl 


elections. | 


Lord Parker ſigniſied to the Houſe his Majeſty's pleaſure to 
receive their addreſs. of congratulation, on the nuptials of his 
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would himſelf 0 5 a regulation that might ſave the Com- 
e; it was, as is done in the Old Bailey, _ 


Alfter ſome further remarks from Mr. Hawkins Browne, and | 


: — 


_ - © CONGRATULATORY. ADDRESS TO His Ma ETW. 


Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, at three o'clock next = 


"MOTION FOR & MONUMENT ro CAPTAIN FAULKNOR. -. 


General Smith ſaid, that purſuant to the notice he had given 


on a former occaſion, he roſe to make a motion to which he 


conceived that there could not be the ſmalleſt oppolition. He 


muſt own indeed, he was rather ſurprifed that ſome difficulty ' 
was entertained with refpe& to the propoſition which he 
meant to bring forward, as not being ſanctioned by any pre- 
cedent- He ſhould have thought that it would only have been 
neceſſary to leave the deciſion to the juſtice of the Houſe. 
They could not, within the ſpace of three ſhort months, have 
forgotten the de, \ aps merits, and gallant fervices of the 


brave officer, to whoſe memory he now propoſed to erect a 
monument. To commemorate the ſervices of thoſe officers 
who had fallen in the courſe of a. naval campaign, with ſuch 


_ diſtinguiſhed courage, did honour to themſelves and country. 


General Smith entered into a recital of the conduct of Cap- 


which he loſt his life. It was true 


tain Faulknor on different occaſions, e dee, the action ian 


— 


t it was in ſome mea- 
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| ſure an unprecedented action, and conſequently. of adifferent 
nature to thoſe. uſually ſo honoured, under the conduct ef 
Admirals and Captains; it was an action wherein the taſk at 
once devolved to a ſingle individual both to plan and to execute. 
le recapitulated the various ſervices of e Faulknor in 
the Weſt Indies, both on board the Zebra and La Blanche, as 
they have formerly been detailed in-the Gazettes, and ex- 
tiated largely on his gallantry. He had no doubt, he ſaid, 
Ke that there were hundreds of officers, who in equal ſitua- 
tions would diſplay an equal degree of patriotiſm and-valour, but 
_ that it rarely happened that ſuch opportunities occurred. He 
lamented that three months ſhould have tranſpired without any 
public notice of Captain Faulknor's bravery on the part of the 
Houſe of Commons. Many for exertions leſs meritorious 
| had received the greateſt rewards, and been elevated to the 
higheſt honours. He alluded to the gratitude which they be- 
fore. had ſhewn to the eight ſurviving. children of Captain 
Farmer of the Quebec, truſting that 8. Fa would be no leſs 
generous on this occalion. He concluded by moving, „That 
an humble addreſs be prefented to his Majeſty, to requeſt that 
his Majeſty would be pleaſed to order a monument to be 
_ erected in the collegiate church of St, Peter, Weſtminſter, to the 
memory of the late Captain Faulknor, and to aſſure his Ma- 
jeſty that his faithful Commons would undertake to make good 
the expences of the ſame.” . 3 ͤ ON On 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that he was anxious to ſecond this motion, 
not becauſe he feared it would want the ſupport of perſons of 
greater influence than himſelf, but becauſe, from information 
which he had received from a particular channel, he was 
enabled to add ſome circumſtanees to the teſtimony which had 
juſt been borne to the merits of the gallant” officer who was 
the object of the motion. If, indeed, as the Hon, General 
had ſuggeſted, there was ſome difficulty entertained: on the 
-prefent occaſion, with reſpect to precedent, this was a caſe, in 
which, of all others, precedent might be diſpenſed with. A 
tribute of national reſpect and gratitude was due to Captain 
Faulknor, not merely for his beans in the action in which 
he fell, but for a long ſeries of gallant ſervices in the courſe of 
a life, which, though ſhort with reſpect to time, was not leſs 
illuſtrious from the number and brilliancy of his atchievements. 
He was a man, the admiration both of the army and _ 
and indeed of all who knew him, and in an expedition which, 
he might take upon him to ſay, was diſtinguiſhed by military 
_ enterpriſe. and conduct, had ſignalized himſelf beyond his 
3 Mr. Grey entered into a recital of the particulars of 
his conduct on different occaſions, particularly at Fort Bour- 
bon, at Guadaloupe, and at Fleur d Apes. HFle truſted, that on 


6 . ” 


| memory. What had 


Hon. Friend the Secretary of State, who was better acquat 
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this motion to ere& a monument to the memory of an officer, 
who after oe” ebe the moſt eminent ſervices to his 
country, had fallen covered with glory, there would not be 5 
one diſſentient voice, but that all would cheerfully concut 
in paying a tribute not leſs honourable to him, whoſe merits 


| | 42 N ; | | ub , F 
it was intended to commemorate, than it would be ſerviceable 


to the nation, by inſpiring in others an emufation of his 
virtues. Mr. Grey ied the inſtance of the monument 
erected at the public expence, im con ſequente of a vote of Par- 
liament, to the memory of the late Earl of Chatham, to proye 
that the Houſe had not always felt it neceſſary to goyern itſelf 


by the narrow rule of general precedent.” 


The Secretary at War (aid, that he felt himfelf placed in an 
unpleaſant. fituation, in -being obliged to oppoſe'the motion— 
the more ſo, from the ardour with which it had been brought 
forward by the Hon. Gentleman, and which might give to his 
oppoſition the appearance of ſome difference'in opinion, or jn 
feeling. No man, however, was more ready than himſelf to 
allow, that no actions could have been more brilliant, and no 
life more illuſtrious; than thoſe of Captain Faulknor. - He was 


not, however, from any thing that had been aid, relieved from 


the difficulty with reſpe& to erecting a monument to his 

| | Een the rule obſerved in the caſe of 

other meritorious officers? It was neceflary either to look ty 
the principle that had been followed in former inſtances, or t 

adopt ſome new rule of action. The rule hitherto exiſting ii 

uſage was in oppoſition to the motion now propoſed, and for- 

bad them to give way to their feelings on the preſent occaſion. 


What, he aſked, had formerly been the caſe, with reſpect to 


Captain Gardener (in a 64-gun ſhip againſt the Foudroyant of 
80), and more recently with reſpect to Captain Cougtenay, 
who had both fallen gloriouſfly in the ſervice of their country? 


| Neither of thefe officers had any public monument erected 
to their memory. The rule had been only to erect monuments _ 


to thoſe officers Who fell in great and general actions, 1b, 


the merit of thoſe who periſhed in ſeparate actions might be 
equally, and perhaps even more diſtinguiſhed. - Honours muſt 


go eit ſhe! rules, or by diſcretion, If the principle was to 
be extended, why ſhould not' Heutenants and midfhipmen, 


Who ſignalized themſelves, come in for a ſhare of the fame | 
diſtinckions? What he then objected to in the pre ſent inſtance 


was, that the claims of individuals ſhould be brought forward 


in that Houſe for ſeparate diſcuſſion. It was not true with 


reſpect to honour as with reſpect to all other good, that it be- 
came improved in degree in proportion as it was 17 127 2 | 
ſively communicated. He regretted the abſence of his Righ "> 


EZ2 . 


_— 
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ed with the rules and principles upon which ſuch” motions. 
were brought forward, He had given his opinion, and in order 
to get rid gf the motion in the moſt reſpectful way, he ſaid, 
he would move that the other Orders of the Day be now read, 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that he ſhould have thought it wiſe, reaſon- 
able, and juſt, to have at once aſſented to a motion founded 
on the ground of extraordinary merit. The Right Hon, Gen- 
_ © tleman had however thought proper to anfwer it by a long 
ſtory of a rule which no where appeared. The Right Hon, 
Gentleman had laid down a very true principle, that honours 
did not become more valuable in proportion as they were la- 
viſhly beſtowed ; and he withed it had been more attended tq 
in the diſtribution of the votes of thanks of laſt ſeſſion. But 
would the honour of any of the Britiſh heroes be tarniſhed by 
having the monument of Captain Faulknor placed next to 
theirs? Would not the catalogue rather receive freſh ſplendour 
from the addition of fo illuſtrious a name? When the Right 
Hon. Gentleman laid ſo much ſtreſs on precedents, was he 
afraid that the precedents for. conferring honours on ſuch ſin- 
gular and extraordinary merit miglit become too numerous? 
fle was ſure that there was no precedent in which ſuch a mo- 
tion as the preſent had been brougkt forward and reſuſed, and 
he truſted that the Houſe on the preſent occaſion would at- 
tend to the dictates of their own feelings and the national 
honour, rather than the authority of the Hon, Gentleman. 
Me.. Ryder defended the Secretary at War, but expreſſed his 
wiſh that a reſolution might be drawn up, ſtating the reaſon 
why the motion was negatived, that there might be no room 
to ſuſpect that there was any difference of opinion as to the 


oF 


* « 


merits of Captain Faulknor. VF 
Sir William Pulteney differed entirely from the two Right 
Hon. Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe—This did 
not appear to him to be at all a queſtion of precedent, but a 
queſtion of feeling; and the only point fer conſideration was, 
whether Captain Faulknor did not merit the honour which it 
Was propoſed to pay to his memory. Sir William faid, that 
the effuſions of reſpect and gratitude, called forth by extraor- 
dinary exertions in the fervice of the country, were equally 
_ creditable to the parties, and to themſelves. Were they to be 
 Fettered by rules and by precedents? Noz it was impoſſible to 
_ reſtrain the feelings of men. It had been ſaid that there ex- 
iſted a rule by which the Houſe of Commons were precluded. 
from granting ſuch honours to any officer ſtanding in the ſitua- 
| tion of Captain Faulknor—That is to ſay, where the engage- 
ment was. only between fingle ſhips, a not between fleets. 
In the firſt place, the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Windham) 
lad by no means proved that any ſuch rule exiſted, ao cler 


_ . Aﬀter ſome explanation, the Secretary at War profefled his 
readineſs to withdraw his motion for the Order of the Day, ff 


— 
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1 did, he ſhould contend that it was a bad rule, and ought N= 
to be ceſeinded. If the Houſe agreed with him in opinion, 


that it ſhould not be tied down by any ſuch ſuppoſed rule, he 


| was ſure; they could not find a more proper oceaſion than the 


preſent to break through it. He was at a loſs to know why 
officers belonging to fleets ſhould: alone be entitled to honours, 


for the ſituation of an officer, commanding a ſingle ſhip, ſeem». 
ce d to him much more difficult. An officer, commanding a ſhip 
in a fleet, acted not upon his own judgment, but in obedience. 
to the orders of his ſuperior; and he could not, without 
flagrant miſconduct, avoid doing. his duty. On the contrary, 
the commander of a fingle ſhip, muſt act upon his'own judg- 
ment, and whatever he did was perfectly voluntary—He was 
always of opinion that the Houſe was much too niggardly in 
beſtowing honoars,. which appeared to him equally impolitic 
and unjuſt In other countries any extraordinary act of ſkill 
or bravery was conſtantly rewarded with preferment ; in this * 


country nothing could obtain promotion but ſeniority or 
money. This practice 2 injured our ſervice, for it in- 


_ duced officers..to- have recourſe to other means to obtain pre- 


ferment, - inſtead of ſeeking. it by ſignalizing their courage: 


U pon the whole, he thought, the country owed this tribute to 


the memory of Captain Faulknor ; it was a debt of gratitude, 


| ſome mode could be found of adjourning the original motion, 


in order to ſearch for precedents. 


Ar. Wilberforce ſupported this laſt propoſition... |. -;: 
be queſtion was then put; that the o-her Orders of the 

Day be now read, and negatived without a divifion. . 

FT The Secretary at War laid, the queſtion of the Order of 


: the Day being diſpoſed of, he would move that the debate 
on the original motion be adjourned for a few days which 
being ſeconded, 3 e ee 5 


Mr. Far roſe immediately, and declared, that after ittend- 


ing to all that had been ſaid of rule and precedent, he muſt 


reprobate in the ſtrongeſt terms the motion now made, after 


the Order af the Day upon the original motion had been loſt 
Zsa motion, which he would venture to ſay, was one of the 
moſt indecent, irregular, and diſgraceful, that could have been 
made in that Houſe. He wiſhed to aſk on the ſubject of rules 
and 8 by what rule or by what precedent they were 
to el — 
be compared? and how could rules be made to direct and re- 


imate the merits of officers who had diſtinguiſhed them- 


Aaulate ; 
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gulate the feelings of men upon ſuch a ſubject ? In his opi- 


nion it was impollible, and he hoped he ſhould hear no more 
of ita ſort of argument that never had been uſed in that 
Houſe before, and one that he never thought could have been 
urged againſt the motion of his Hon. Friend. But when the 


conduct of Captain Faulknor was admitted and known to 


*. 


them all, to be as gallant, heroic, and meritorious, as any that 
the page of hiſtory could boaſt of, it muſt ſeem rather ex- 


traordinary that upon ſo eee e occafion, a motion 
| earch for precedents, as 
if that Committee could ſearch into the minds of the Houſe, 


ſhould be, made for a Committee. to 


and the minds of the Public, for the degree of honour the 


country had reaped from the conduct of à brave officer, the 
degree of gratitude which his country owed him for his ſer- 
vices, or the degree of warmth with which that Honſe ought 
to expreſs their feelings on ſuch a caſe. An Hon. Friend had 
very properly brought forward the inſtance of Lord Chatham. 


Did it enter the head of any man at that time to talk of rules 


and precedents for granting rewards and honours fo juſtly me- 
rited ? Certainly not, and the cafe was ſome what ſimilar even 


upon the arguments of the Hon, Gentlenan who wiſhed to 
fearch for precedents, for though there had been many able 


and good miniſters, whoſe ſervices had paſſed unnoticed by 


monuments, yet that ſort of negative rule Was not even ſtarted, 


nor did he believe there was a man at the time that could have 

thought of it. As to getting rid of the original motion, be. 
was extremely ſorry that any ſuch idea had ever been enter- 
| tained; but of all modes that could have been. adopted, that of 
appointing a Committee to ſearch for precedents, was the moſt 
unworthy, unprecedented, and, he muſt add, diſgraceful to the 


Houſe, that could have been ſuggeſted. This Committee 


were to tell them, he ſuppoſed, what their feelings were 


upon the merits of brave men, and what feelings were ne- 


ceſſary to conſtitute a wiſh to expreſs a ſenſe of gratitude, 


either by honours or rewards, for ſervices performed to the 


Public; to decide upon the original motion, was the only way 


to do juſtice to ſuch a caſe, And if they did not, and went 


into this Committee of Inquiry, he wiſhed to know how. the 


reſult would affect the Houſe. If upon this fearch no pre- 
c nt was found, which might be very likely, what would 
they do then? Perhaps they 9 — they enhanced the value 
of this tribute of reſpect, by conſidering the caſe after inquiry, 


as one upon which only ſuch a teſtimony of national grati- 
tude qught to be beſtowed. Again, upon the mueli argue 
Point of rule and precedent, he would ſay once for all, that he 
knew of no ſuch rule as had been alluded to, and be even de- 


al 
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. nied that any ſuch exiſted; If it did, it never had been ſtated; 
5 In the caſe of Lord Chatham, the Houſe had, much to their 


credit, in his opinion, gone greatly farther than voting a mo- 
nument to his memory; they amply and liberally provided for 
his family, and ſmall as the ſhare he had in that tranſaction, 
there was no vote he had ever given that afforded him more 
ſatisfaction. What was the conduct of the-Houſe upon that 
occaſion? did any body think of ſearching for precedents? Nog 9 5 
the only precedent mentioned was that of the Duke of Marl- * 
borough; but in his caſe it was becauſe he had been a ſucteſſ- | 
ful, General, and by his victories had effentially ſerved: his 
country; the Houſe of Commons, however, did not look to 
this as a rule or precedent, but conſidering that Lord Chatham 
had likewiſe rendered eſſential ſervices to the ſtate, were un- 
nimouſly of opinion that all who equally promoted the in- 
tereſts of the nation were equally entitled to the honours and 
rewards which their ſervices merited. He concluded by warm- 
lvy exhorting the: Houſe: to ſupport the 4 r motion, and to 
reſiſt the adjournment, for the purpoſe of appointing a Com- 
mittee of -Inquiry, as derogatory to the honour and character 
of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and highly unpopular and 
diſgraceful in the eyes of the nation 
Type Secretaryat War ſaid, that Gentlemen could find no 
difficulty in combating arguments which they themſelves 
created for the purpoſe of oppoſing them; yet nothing that 
had been ſaid could alter his opinion, that however me- 
ritorious and gallant the conduct of Captain Faulknor had 
been, and nobody felt more than he did a proper ſenſe of that 
brave officer's merit, yet he muſt contend and infiſt that in all 
former times our anceſtors had been guided by ſome rule and 
precedent; the queſtion therefore was not now, whether that 
was a good or a bad rule, which might be afterwards diſcuſſed, 
but whether it would not be wife to follow the line chlalked 
out by thoſe who had gone before them. Some Gentlemen 
had deſpiſed negative rules, but he really thought a negative 
rule might be as ſtrong as an affirmative rule. He recurred to 
the many inſtances of bravery and good conduct that had 
paſſod unnoticed, ſuch as Captain Courtenays. Why had 
that warmth to pay the tributes due to their valour never ap- 
peared ? The words of this motion, by ſtatibg the particulars 
of the ſervices, ſeemed to indicate that the gentlemen them- 
ſelvẽès knew that ſuch motions were not common in ſimilar 
_ circumſtances. Wich regard to the inſtance of Lord Chatham, 
it ought to be remembered that there were few or no inſtances 
_ of ſtateſmen being rewarded in that manner then, and that 
inſtances ſimilar to Captain Faulknor's, of good and ler or 
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motion paſs, he was ſure 
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conduct in officers, were numerous, and happened daily both 


| 8 in this and former wars. He conſidered his motion as not 


only prudent and neceſſary, but as proper in every reſpect, be 
and denied that the delay could be diſgraceful to the Houſe or 
diſhonourable fo rhe memory-of Captain- Faulknor, whether 


| the reſult of the inquiry turned out that the a * the mo- 


tion ought to be granted or refuſed. 
3 Tarleton ſaid, he had never bern a fervile obſerver : 


"@ rules or precedents, particularly with reſpect to the con- 


duct of officers; it had always been his wiſh that their dem 5 


duct ſhould be canvaſſed when living, and honoured when 
dead. It did not belong to their character to court obſcurity 
the more notorious and public their 0 was made, the 
more it would be to their honour, and for example to others 
if right, and the more to their diſgrace, if wrong; ke - 205 "6 
bd of Capt. Faulknor's _— and enn for we. 


| gal queſtion. 


The Solicitor General paſſed an high e on the merit: 
of Captain Faulknor, but thought the adjournment of the 
queſtion proper; becauſe when his caſe was fully inveſtigated, 
i it was found that the ſenſe of the Houſe was to agree to the 
original motion, it would rather add to than diminiſh mo 
res of reſpect to be paid to his memory. 8 5 

Sir William Pulteney was altogether againtt the adjournment. a 
of the debate, and for the original motion: The arguments he 
| had heard reſpecting rules and precedents, Sir William thought 
| Frere too bad even to be liſtened to for a moment; and as to the 
other argument, that thoſe, or the friends of thoſe who had been 
neglected, would complain if this tribute was paid to Captain 
Faulknor's memory, he denied it. However great their ſer- 
vices had been, could they riſe from their graves to fee this 

om: gboſts would ſay, © Certainly, 
erect a monument to this brave man's memory; though it is 
true, that we were neglected, yet none of us would wiſh that 
he ſhould be ſo too.” This was the military feeling, and he 
believed the feeling of the Houſe. He much difliked the 
idea of getting rid of ſuch a motion as the Hon. General's, by 
a ſhew'of good words, and a conduct ſo diametrically oppo- 


ſite to that > hich he thought ue honour of the Houſe and the 
country demanded. | 


Mr. Courtenay could not help copia that front a perch . 
of à Learned Gentleman, it was neceffary that an officer, how- 


__ ever gallantly he had behaved, or even if he had loſt his life in 
battle, muſt make up ſome ſort of -title-deeds' to his merits | 
before they could be recognized by that Houſe. And thus it 
155 was Wu: the Gentlemen ä 
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the growing ſpirit of that Houſe, to pay honour to the memory 
of Captain Faulknor, whole conduct was loudly. praifed' from 
all ſides; as if, by waiting for three or gur days, it might be 
found that ſomebody. elſe had acted. as well, and not been no- 
ticed; which wẽwou be a preecedent either for rejecting the 
motion, or enhaneing. its value byythq inquiry He gave 
his Right Hon, Friend (Mr. Wipdham) full credit for his 
manly, and liberal feelings; an helſeved that if he had been 
placed in the ſame. ſituation with Captain Faulknor, there was 
na man more likely to havę acted as he did. He rather felt 

the more for his Hon. Friend, Who conſidered ĩt as g duty im- 
poſed upon him to oppoſe the motion. - Heyregretted this for 
two reaſons; firſt, che Hon. Gentleman being in no office 
which could make it his duty; and ſecondly, the abſence of 
the Secretary of State: Aud by the way he believed he was 
purpoſely abfent, wiſhing to, expoſe his Hon. Friend to all the 
dificulty and odium that muſt; attend even an ↄffigial oppoſi- 
tion to ſuch a meaſure in a. Britiſh. How of Commons. He 
adverted to the difference between Captain Courtenay's cafe 
and Captain Faulknor's ; the ffrſt was entirely the fingle caſe 
of an individual - thęfother was ꝑlaced in n fitution in which it 
was thought not individually poſſible ſor him to do what he 
had done. He followed his Hon. Friends in what they had 
ſaid of, Lord Chatham's eaſe, and obſerved that negative rules 
hag not been thought gf in thoſe days It might have been 
ſaid that Lord Godolphin, Lord Somers, and, others, had been 
great and een n e had paſſed unnoticed by monu- 
ments or penſions z but no ſuch arguments were ET 5 ar: 
time, nor did they become the Houſe at preſent. 

General Bruce was decidedly for the original motion, and 

would have voted againſt the Order of the Day, but he could 
not fee any objection to the propoſed adjournment, thinking 
that as the Houſe would be better attended} it would add re- 
ſpeCt to the vote they t 8 8 

Mr. Robinſon ſaid a few words againſt the adjournment. 

Mr. Lechmere entered into a warm eulogium on' the merits, 
ſervices, and general character of his much lamented and inti- 
mate friend Captain Faulknor, whom he had long known, and 
whoſe loſs this country wogld long have to regret. He was 
decidedly for the original motion; the pride of being handed 
down to poſterity ſor great and gallant actions, was one of the 
chief inducements to perform them. He reckoned it the 
glory of his family, that an ariceſtor of his had fahen glorioufly 


in an action at ſea, in the reign of Queen Anne; and though 


he could not be poſitive, he rather thought that he might ſtate 
as a precedent, that a monument had been erected to his 
Vor- III. 2 3 58 memory 
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memory by Parliament, and was now to be ſeen in St. An- 
drew's Church, the name of the town he mentioned way ; 

not heard in the gallery. ] 

- General Smith having replied with great it and propriety 

to the remarks of different Speakers, and fully acquitted him- 
ſelf of taking the Houſe by ſurpriſe, ſtated that an Hon. 

Gentleman had told him the Secretary of State would not be 
in the Houſe ; he aſked then if it was wiſhed he ſhould poſt= 

pone his motion, and was told no; therefore it was unfair to 
make any ſuch charge againſt him. "OE 8 888 divided « on We | 
| a emo of adjournment: e | : 
: Noes SG $8745) 2 2 29 
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| ey 4 further eee the original motion was 
put and carried: And the remaining Orders of the Day being 
| gone opp the Houſe N rhrin'n at THE 0 eight 0 eigen | 


HOUSE. or LORDS. 
WIDRNESDAV, April 15. 


The Marquis of Sali ;fbury having ſtated to the Houſe, that 
his Majeſty had ſignified his pleaſure to receive the Addreſs of 
Congratulation upon the Prince of Wales's nuptials this day, 
their Lordſhips went in the uſual worm t to 25 9 s to preſent * 
the ſame : ; 3 
Adjourned till Friday. 
HOUSE OF. COMMONS. 
 Wepnespar, April 15. 


The Mary-le-bone Paying Bill was en od Bin 
ordered. 05 
Petition againſt Chelmer Navigation Bill was preſented and 
referred to a Committee on the Bill. 5 

After ſome private buſineſs was gone channels: | 
Mr. Reſe propoſed a modification of the Bill enacted in fa- 
your of Friendly Socicties,—Theſe ſocieties, he ſaid, were 
found to be of infinite ſervice to the induſtrious part of the 
community, and not leſs than 300,000 people were members 
of them; ut a6 there was one regulation which was detri- 
mental t to ſuch of weir members as entered into the ſervice of 
| + on : 


— 
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the army or navy, he pr oa eggs to introduce a clauſe in their 


favour, whereby they might, at their quitting the ſervice, by 
paying up the deficiency to the ſocieties to which they reſpec- 
tively belonged, be {till entitled to partake of the advantages 


derived from them. 5 
The other Orders of the Day were deferred till Friday, The 


Houſe then adjourned, after which they N with the 
Speaker at their head, to preſent the Ad 
tion on Wer Prince's WER to his Fey. 


bf HOUSE OF 3 
FIA, April 17. 
Bis MAJESTY'S ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS. | 
The Ear of Mansfield informed the Houſe, that he had waited 
upon his Majeſty, with their Lordſhips Addreſs z to which: his 
Majeſty returned this moſt W A 


4 My Hrn, £2102: | | 
* I thank you for. your eee upon the marriage of my fon, 


| the Prince of Wales. Nothing can be more acceptable to me, than the 
: repeated proofs which * receive .of, your LR, e to we me. 
| my, family.“ e 


His Lordſhip: added, hae: he had walled upon hey Ma 


jieſty with the Addreſs, and received, in return, a moſt gra- 


cious anſwer. 
An apology was made for: the Duke of Leeds, who was 


to have waited upon their Royal Highneſſes the Prince and 


Princeſs'of Wales, but Who was prevented through indifpoſi- 
tion. The order was diſcharged, and a new one made, in 


which the Earl of Carliſle, Lord Grenville, and Lord Mul- 
A iar. were appointed to carry: the Addreſs to erp Royal 


hnefles, . 
'S veral public and private Bills were brought Fawn the Com- 


mons, and read a firſt time. The Stamp =y Bill, the 


County Quota Bill, Hair-Poyder Bill, the! 7 Pay. mh 
5 1 Bills Pr and the "TINS Road! Aa 1 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, | 
| © FRIDAY, April 19. 


. The Speaker ſtared, that an Wedneſday he had . on 
1 his LE attended by * of the Members, with the 


Addreſs 


{s of Cad 125 
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Addreſs of congratulation on the nuptials of his Royal Highs 


neſs the Prince of Wales, to which his Majeſty Was FO to 
return the following moſt gracious anſwer: 


I receive with the molt cordial ſatisfaction this vaty dutiful and 5 7 
Addreſs, which is peculiarly gratifying to me, as a freſh proof of your 
attachment to my per ſon and family, and of the. warm intereſt 8 take in 
whatever cohcerns my domeſtic happineſs.” | 


The Marquis of. Titchfield ane eo - v4 Houſe, * 115 
Gentlemen appointed to attend her Majeſty on the fame occa- 
ſion, had attended her n e : ang. 5 her Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to f, 1 


* 


 * Gentlemen, | 

I am very ſenſible of the zeal and attachment of the Houſe of Cam, 
for the King and ihe Royal Family, on all occaſions; and do not in the leaſt 
doubt that they take conſderable ſhare in the joy on che preſent occalion;?” 


A meſſage was received from the Lords; ating that thei 

Lordhips had agreed to ſeveral private Bills. 
: EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, | © \ 

© Mr. M."R:ibinfon ſuid, that a Noble Lord had lone time "FEW 
mentioned that there was a. great number of wounded ſailors 
and Jan officers confined” 15 the priſons df France; if ſuch 
was the fact, as he had good reaſon to believe, ſome means 
ought certainly to be adopted in order to procure their releaſe 
by an exchange of priſoners and if no other Member, who 
was better qualified, thought proper to take up the ſubject, 


he ſhould avail, kimſelf of an peunbn to deen, it forwar d 3 


at an early period. 1: 
| Ar. Sec Fetary, Dundas nid, ber hs ne Re We oder 
ſtood that the ſubject was at all IC Bee meaſures 
had been len reipegiing 1 Mol ut 7 1 


FR ANKING, 


On the ati being put, that the Franking Bill be read 1 
third tige, Mr. 28 propoſed to brin up a clauſe/to prevent, | 
offices, on Which a, con- 
verſation of ſome length took place; but as a Committee had 
been appointed to examine mto the fubjen: it was agreed that 
the debate on the clauſe ſhould be bee anna till art gf | 
ſe'nnight. 8 (OL. : 
#74, 5 1 "SUPPLY. oy M It | | 5 
The Order of the Day was read. for the Houſe to MIT it⸗ 
ſelf into a Committee of Supply. The accdunts of the diſtri- 
bution of different ſums for the ſervice of the year 1794) were 
ordered to be b before the Committee. 1 


Mr. 
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Mr. I. A. Taylor thought this a proper opportunity for ad- 


A one or two queſtions of inquiry.— Near his houſe he 


had ſeen a board, which announced the erection of an office for 
the Tranſport Board; and he therefore deſired, as he had never 
before heard of that department, to be informed whether its 


1 exiſtence had been of long duration, or Whether it was newly 


eſtabliſhed ? and he likewiſe aſked, whether the commiſſioners 


were ſeparate _ thoſe of the Navy ord or under ey 


| direction! Pore 017 "2 
Mr. Roſe replied, that it was a depaitmient eſtabliſhed apo 


| che neceſſity of the times, and not without a due deliberation. 


An order of Council had firſt been iſſued, and it was afterwards 
confirmed by letters patent. The Navy Board had been ſo 

much employed upon other affairs during the war, that it was 
abſolutely expedient to create a ſeparate board for the tranſport 
ſervice, if we were deſirous of carrying our meaſures on with 


vigour and effect; and ſince this eſtabliſhment the perſons em 


_ ployed in it have been fully occupied. It was not original, he 
faid, for im ſo early a period as * one” s time there was bo 
ſimilar inſtitution,” 


Mr. M. A. Taylor ſaid, un he Was 1 to eber chat 


While ube expences of the country were increaſing, the patron- 
age of the Crown was alſo extended, and it was'doubtful to 

m whether the country would long be able to ſupport this 
accumulating weden of expence and patronage, If nothing 


more. ſatisfai ory was ſaid on the ſubject, he ſhould think it ne- 


ceffary to make it the ſubject of a future motion, 

Mr. Roſe ſaidy that there were only three kennis seit A 
they had been transferred from one Navy Board to the other. 

Mr, M. A. Taylor ſaid, that the Public derived no advantage 
from this diminution of commiſſioners at the one Board, if the 
whole arrangement was attended with an additional expence. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid that it had been inſtituted at the 
ſuggeſtion and deßire of the Navy Board, and that the buſineſs 


at the Tranſport Board had from eden been found to be 


done well and œconomicallß. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that he was not TatisGied with this 8 ſort 
ol eulogium. He wiſhed to know whether this new Board 
was attended with an additional expence, and if ſo, in what 
manner it was defrayed. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſtated that the Board had been * 
ing for ſome time, and had been regularly charged among the 
other accounts. Mr. Dundas acknowledged that they were to 


be defrayed by the Public, and furthermore affirmed he was 


both willing and ready to anſwer any other queſtions relative 


5 thereto, becauſe there was no myſtery i in the buſineſs, but on 


the 


ee e e eee e ee 
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the contrary, that occaſion to refer to it has already happened 
in the carriage of ſtores and troops. It would not have been 
inſtituted if Government had not really found it neceſſary. ' _ 
Mr. Fox admitted, that if neceſſary it was proper, but never- 
theleſs it was the duty of the Secretary of State, or ſome other 
_ perſon, previouſly to have informed the Houſe of the reaſons 
and ground of its neceſſity, and not have firſt eſtabliſhed it, 
and then involved the Houſe in ſuch a delicate embarraſſment 
as the refuſal of the ſupplies for it. It might be neceſſary, but 
miniſters are reſponſible for ſtating that neceſſity. Perhaps, 
however, as it was not a new inſtitution, the expences may 
already be defrayed ; and if they were, he ſhould be glad to 
know in what manner? 5 7 n 
Ar. Roſe replied, © By the extraordinaries of the navy.“ 
Mr. M. A. Taylor feared that the eſtabliſhments would con- 
tinue in peace as well as war; and he was well aware that ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment mult conſiderably increaſe the public expences, 
fince there are not only commiſſioners, but clerks and ſecreta- 
ries, &c. to provide. Upon theſe conditions he thought it a 
branch of his duty always to inquire in ſuch caſes, whether 
the oſſices were near his premiſes or thoſe. of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, though he ſuppoſed the latter might be moſt in 
want ot them ᷣ bong fend nb wn Seb, 90 rock 
Mr. Roſe then moved a. reſolution, that 540,000]. ſhould be 
voted to his Majeſty for the deficiencies of grants of laſt year. 
Upon this a long converſation enſued, wherein Mr. Huſſey 
Rated that 100,000]. was unaccounted for, and touched upon 
the withholding of the money in the-Pay-office, ee. 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Montague, General Macleod, and General Smith 
were the ſpeakers in this converſation, when, upon the paſſing 
of the reſolution, Mr. Rye promiſed to procure a more ſpecike 
and particular account. _ | nn — 
Ihe ſum of 848, 91 5l. was next reſolved on to be granted, 
after ſome ſlight obſervations from Mr, Fox, for making good 
the deficiencies in the conſolidated fund. 
E „ - $COTOR ee, 8 
On the queſtion that the Scotch Quota Bill be read a third 
„ JjFFFͥCͥꝙ˙FAA Ws ings 
General Macleod, after adverting to the thinneſs of the Houſe, 
obſerved that the regulations of this Bill operated in the nature 


* 


of a land-tax, and were therefore in direct violation of the ; 


articles of the Unzon, by which the land-tax for Scotland was 
Hmited to 48,000. and declared to be for ever fixed and jirrevo- 
cable. Befides, the Hill would operate differently in Scotlanc 1 
from what it did in England; by the Bill for England, the 

ö x 


7% 
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burden fell on all who inhabited houſes not exempted from taxes; 
in Scotland it would fall entirely on the land-holders; his own 


ſhare would amount to about a hundred and fifty pounds. 


This was ſurely a partial and oppreſſive regulation. Not leſs 


oppreſſive was the mode by which the land-tax was raifed in 


Scotland; any perſon who ſhould refuſe to pay, was liable to 


haye ſoldiets quartered upon him, till ſuch time as he ſhould. 
ſubmit to the demands of the collectors. When the land-tax 


for Scotland was fixed at 48,0001. it was in the proportion of 
four ſhillings in the pound for England ; the additional expence 
of 34,6751. to which the land-holders would be ſubjected by 
the regulations of the preſent Bill, brought it up to no leſs than 


a ſum of ſeven ſhillings in the pound for Scotland. Such a 


groſs infringement of the articles of Union on the part of 
miniſters, was by no means calculated to afford an encourag- 


ing example to the other country (Ireland), with which they 


were ſaid at preſent to meditate a ſimilar union. He concluded 


with moving that the third reading of the Bill ſhould be put 


off till that day ſe'nnight, in order to afford time to contrive 


| ſome more Equitable mode of carrying its regulations into 
effect. RE IRE 3: > 7 80 | * 


The Lord Advocate for Scotland ſaid, that theſe objections to 


the principle of the Bill having been deferred to ſolate a ſtage, 


and full opportunity having been ſubſequently afforded for the 


_ conſideration of the Bill, he could by no means conſent to the 
propoſed delay. | ; | 


eneral Macleod ſaid, that he had intimated his objections to 


the Hon. and Learned Gentleman at a meeting in Scotland, 


but had been neceſſarily prevented from attending the Houſe 
during the former ſtages of the Bill. N 


Mr. Courtenay ſaid, that he was no judge of the juſtice of the 


_ obſervations on the breach of the articles of the Union, yet he 


thought them ſufficient to juſtify the delay. 


- 


Ihe Houſe divided on the queſtion, that the third reading be 
| put off till this day ſe night 3 : EY TIT 


der 33 5 5 
FFC 

„ 5 , 8 3 Majority 1 a „ 
The Bill was read a third time and paſſed. | 2 


Adjourned. 
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4 4:21, INSOLVENT- DEBTORS BILK,, - rough pare ods 

| Lord Kenyon moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend an 

Act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for the relief of in- 

folvent debtors of a certain deſcription: The primary object 

of this Bill was to give perſons the benefit of the late Act, who 

were in equity entitled to it, and next; to make a few neceſſary 

regulations in the laws, as far as they related to actions of 

fe Earl of Moira expreſſed his wiſh, at all times, to ſupport any 


meaſure that bad a tendency to the public good; and ſtill more 
cordially would he ſupport one which went to the reftoring of 
individuals to ſociety, who were pining out a miſerable e- 


iſtence within the walls of a priſon. His Lordſhip ſaid he 


Was apprehenſive that this Bill would not go far enough, as 


nothing ſhort. of a change of the prefent ſyſtem could eta- 

dicate the numerous abuſes that had crept into it. The Prince 
of Wales, he underſtood, had received petitions from various per- 
ſons, praying that his Royal Highnefs would be pleaſed to uſe 
his influence in promoting an Act of Grace. To the prayer 

of theſe petitions he underſtood his Royal Highnefs lent a fa- 
vourable ear. If this report was well founded, an act of grace 
would be much more extenſive in its operation, and would 


tender the Bill nugatory, as far as it applied to the individuals 


who could not take the benefit of the late Act. At any rate he 
truſted this Bill would not be an obſtacle to the humane inter- 
ference of the Prince, if his Royal Highneſs ſhould deign to 
become an advocate for the unfortunate; Leave was given, 
the Bill brouglit in, and read the firſt time. eee 
| = HAIR-POWDER BILL, __ 5 
The Bill for obliging perſons wearing hair-powder to take 
out a certificate for permiſſion to do the ſame, was read a ſecond. 
time, and on the queſtion being put for its commitment, 
The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, he obſerved a clauſe in the Bill, 
which, in his opinion, was ſufficient to vitiate the whole, and 
to induce the Houſe either to expunge that clauſe, or to reject the 
Bill in tote. He withed, therefore,, to appriſe their Lordſhips, 
that as he had not oppoſed the Bill in the uſual ſtage, and as 
he did not wiſh to take the Houſe by ſurpriſe, he ſhould move 
for the rejection of the clauſe ſubjecting maſters of ſamilies 
to a heavy penalty for omitting to make a return of the perſons 
under their roof wearing hair-powder without a licence. The 
Bill was ordered to be committed on Thurſday next. 
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Received a ello from the Lords, that they will 1 proce 1 d | 
fortheni in the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq; on T hurſday next, 


in Weſtminſter Hall ; and that they bad agreed to ſeveral 


1 and paſſed ſeveral private Bills. 

> The Report of the Committee of Supply being becwglet up; 
a ſhort converſation took place between the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and Mr. Huſſey, relative to the defieiency of grants 


hich were mentioned on a former day's z after which the relo- 


lutions were read and agreed to. 

Mr, Husen moved, that there be laid boſors the Maste an 
account of the amount of payments on the loan, together with 
diſcount thereon, the iſſues and application thereof, . — 
Ordered. 

Mr. Huſſey then moved, that there be laid before the Houſe 
an account of the deficiency of the land and malt for the laſt 
year, The reaſon which induced him to make this, he ſaid, 
aroſe from a eircumitance which made him apply with more 
than uſual aſſiduity to the manner of taxing the Public. A 


gentleman applied to him reſpecting the duty about to be im- 


poſed on tea. He took him down to the Houſe, and by the 
votes, he underſtood that the duty on that article was to take 
place at a future day. After this a ſale. of tea took place at 


the India Houſe, For the fuſt three days, the tea fold, paſſed 
without the additional duty. All the other tea ſold was ſubject 


to that duty. He feared that ſome perſons might be admittecl 
into the ſecret, and others kept out of it. This was benefiting 
private individuals at the expence of the Public. 

The Chancellor of the Exc heguer ſaid, he did not ſee any 
connexion between che motion of the Hon. Gentleman and 
his obſervations on tea. There was no ſecret in the caſe, be- 


eauſe all had acceſs alike to the votes of the Houſe; and the 
_ Houſe could do no more than had been done in that caſe ; for 
as the reſolution of the Committee did not reſpeCtively name a 
day, it muſt be a ſubſequent one to the paſling of the Bill; 


and from the proceedings of the Lords and uncertainty of the 

day of giving the Royal Aſſent, that Hauſe could not aſcertain | 

the day on which the tax would operate. 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, that from all that appeared in the proceed- 

2 Public, from the confidence they had in 

the miniſters, and without a certain portion of which it would 


be impoſlible to tranſa&t huſineſs in that Houſe, thought that 
| the duty would only gran on the day of ſale. 


"VoL. III. General | 
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General Smith agreed with Mr. Huſſey. 

_ Mr. Fox thought that the Houſe did not thc their Soy in 
omitting to inform the Public as to the time on which the ad- 
ditional duty on tea ſhould attach, This, the miniſter could 
have informed them. It was not new to fix a particular da 
when the tax ſhould operate before a Bill paſſed. This wa 
done in the tax on tea. With regard to the uncertainty of the 
time of giving the Royal Aſſent, it was known to be like the 
reſt of the . public acts, the effect of the woes or 0 | 
miniſters. 

- The motion was then put and carried. 

The Houſe in a Committee of the whole Houſe palſed wee 
Bal reſolutions by way of amendment to the Act of the preſent 
feffion of Parliament, relative to Dutch property. 

Report to be received next day. 

- The Bill for preventing delays in elections for Members to 
ſerve in Parliament for 3 was read a ſecond time, and 
ordered to be committed for T hurſday. 

Mr. Halbed gave notice that he ſhould on a future day have 
feveral motions to make relative to Mr, Brothers. The firſt 
with reſpect to the warrant of his commitment and examin- 
ation before the Privy Council, Secondly, the proceedings be- 
fore the jury, And if they ſhould be ſucceſsful, a motien for 
a Committee of that Houſe to N N into the oxiſting cauſe 
of his preſent confinement, | 
Ar. Henniker Major poſtponed his motion relative to coſts 

of ſuit on mifdemeanours, &c. to that day ſe'nnight. | 
Ur. Roſe moved for leave to amend the 9 oy Aft; ; 
| which was agreed to, 


+ waves OF LORDS, 
TutsDAY, April 21. | 

Their Lordſhips having gone through the different Bill on 
the Fable ws e to next yrs: | 


6 ** 
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Mr. Grenville moved, that Mr. Fox be appointed one an the | 


Managers, to make good the articles of Tania A wal} | 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 8 


The ers? was wanimculy agron OY 3 ag Were ol 


2 
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' ſtage of the buſineſs to ſay, that although he would accept 


Mr. Fox then ſaid, that his duty ' compelled him in this 


with pleaſure the honour of the commands of the Houſe, he 


* * 


E 


would have no opportunity of giving judgment diſtinctly. 

the ſeventh and the fourteenth articles, which he had the 
honour to'ſtate to their Lordſhips, it did not appear that any 
queſtion was to be put on them unleſs'in a ſweeping way. Mr, 
Fox faid, he thought it Oy to ſtate theſe circumſtances 
i | 332 | 1 e 


j 
4 
i 


of that function in the Houſe of Commons. He had on his 
own account nothing to move upon this ſubject; but in what- 


—” 
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to the Houſe, ſtanding as he did, in the ſituation of a Manager. 
He did not wiſh to take any ſtep on his own part for the in- 
ſpection of the Journals of the Lords. But he felt it incum- 
pent on him to mention theſe things, becauſe they might have 
conſequences in this country of a very ſerious nature. He 
therefore thought fit to ſtate the circumſtances under which 
the Managers were bound to enter upon this ſubject in the 
preſent ſtage of it. The mode of proceeding adopted by the 
133 upon this, was different from any other Impeachment * 

that ever was carried by the Houſe of Commons. The novelt 


of the proceeding made him ſtate it to the Houſe and a queſ- 
tion might ariſe whether that point might not be worthy of 


conſideration in that Houſe, or whether it ſhould be ſuffered to 
paſs entirely unnoticed.” The Houſe of Commons was the 


guardian of the conſtitut:on of this country. Its duty, amonglt 
Other things, was to watch over the proceedings of all courts 


of juſtice in this kingdom, and the proceedings of the Houſe 
of Lords were not ſuperior in that point of view to the force 


ever way this affair ſhould end, he was proud to ſay it would 


not appear, that the Managers had been inattentive to their 
duty in the proſecution of it, or in defending r 


what appeared to them to be the honour of the Houſe o 
Commons. Gn 19 vw $153 n 
The queſtion, that Mr. Fox be a Manager, was then put and 


carried; as were alſo the motions that Mr. Sheridan and other 


Managers be appointed, and that the ſtanding orders of the 
Houle, made on the õth of February 1788, be obſerved. 
The Bill for the more effectually executing the Act of Parlia- 
ment for determining controverted elections, was read a ſecond 
time, and ordered to be committed on Friday 


. , 
Die Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the Day, 
which was for the ſecond reading of the Bill fog Fogmenting | 


ſj N 


the Corps of Artillery, and for transferring to the navy thoſe 


of the militia who are ſeafaring men; which was, after a few 
. Wo 7 aft WE TIRE OC H$ELSEY 
words from Mr. Taylor and Colonel. Sloane, 8850 to. | 


_ Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Committee on the 


Dutch Property Bill. The reſolutions were read and agtecd 


ro. b "A E 2 5 
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- * This Impeachment certainly has been an anomalous proceeding j ard 
therefore it is ſomewhat ſingular, that a man of Mr. Fox's known ,quick - 


nels of underitanding ſhould talk of other proceedings under Impeach, 
ments. 3 1, a Des FR 4. AS N en heals T 
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"Ie, Grey preſented a Petition ſigned by the Common Officer 
of the Guildery of Dunfermline, againſt the war. 

Mr. Grey then ſaid, that he ſhould move for this Perition 
being laid on the table with other petitions; which in His 
opinion, called for the immediate attention of the Houſe. 


An Hon. Gentleman had given notice of his intention ol 85 


bringing forward, before the end of this ſeſſion, a motion 
the ſubject to Which this petition referred. Mr. Grey ſaid, 
he ſhould; rather ſee that ſubject in that Gentleman's bands 


but if he did not bring it for ward, Aire: ne,” laid he n 
3 being it forward himſelf. | 


The Petition was then 3 to be laid on the table. 220 
Mr. Halhed proceeded to the following effet: b riot 
„ When I had the honour to make à motion in the Houſe 


this day three weeks relative to the books written by Mr. 
Brothers, it cannot be ſuppoſed that the actual ſituation of 


the author Was gut of my mind —yery far from it: I had, 
indeed, on that day deſigned to bring ed the ſubject in 
the form and manner in Which I now preſent it, but altered 
my plan in conſequence of a deſire from an Hon. Member, 
my particular friend, and whaſe opinion has always great 


weight with me. When I had fo deviated from my original 
idea, I had the misfortune to be told by the molt reſpectable 
and moſt, reſpected authority in this Houſe, that the motion 
1 was about to make was exceedingly objectionable in point 


of matter. In this ſituation, which way can I turn myſelf 


What rule ſhall 1 adopt for my conduct? None; none but 

my own ſenſe of duty; a conſcientious: diſcharge of thoſe 

functions which the Britiſh Conſtitution, ſo juſtly venerateck 
by all of us, has: conſigned to that branch of the Legiſlatures 


of which I form an unworthy. part, muſt and ſhall be my 


guide. Independent on principle, and attached to no party, 
Iwill not flinch from the taſk; impoſed on me by the hand of 


Providence. But I will certainly, by every conciliatory argu- 


ment, endeavour to diveſt oo, e 7 its b frawny and 
diſarm prejudice of its ſeverity. 


Sir, the papers Which, line to my notice of veſt 


terday, I ſhall this day move to be laid on your table, are the 


Warrant from the Secretary of State for the Home Departs 
ment, by which Richard Brothers was arreſted on the 4th of 


lat month, on ſuſpicion of: treaſgnable. practices, together 
With the information on which the warrant, was founded; 
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46 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, fCommne, 
the King's Head Tavern in Palace-yard, on a writ de /unatico 
inguirendo, e with the verdict of the jury there im- 
,annelled. If any one of thoſe papers are granted, on them 
mean to ground a motion for the Houſe to reſolve itfelf into 
a Committee, to take the whole matter into conſideration, 
and that the Houſe may afterwards give ſuch relief thereon, 
as to its wiſdom ſhall ſeem requiſite ; and as to-morrow is an 
open day, I hope I ſhall be indulged with ſo favourable an 
opportunity for my purpoſe. ns a OTITIS 
« When I reflect on the ſubje of my motion, on the 3 iſt 
of March, I own I am both ſurpriſed and concerned that it 
ſhould have experienced ſo little attention. For it muſt have 
been demonſtrably evident that I could have no private or 
perſonal views in the bafineſs; even if I had not fo pointedly 
diſclaimed them; and that the diſregard, diſtke, contempt, 
and abhorrence with which I have heard the books alluded to, 
occaſionally branded, are either juſt or reaſonable, I am ftill 
ſo ignorant or ſo obſtinate as not to comprehend. - But when 
I confider the | exceeding variety of tempers, diſpoſitions, 
characters, and purſuits, neceflarily exiſting among ſo many 
different perſons, that I ſhould not have found one gentleman 


to ſecond me, is, I confeſs, a ſubject of extreme aſtoniſhment. | 
For when a topic, pregnant with religious alluſions, and pro- 
| feſſedly (even if we ſuppoſe it miſtaken) founded on the grand 
baſis of Chriſtranity, claimed: nothing more than a deliberate 


diſcuſſion, where were the promoters of the Sunday Reform 
Bill? When the cauſe of a ſuffering and perſecuted individual 
preſſed (though obliquely and by infinuation' only) on the 


notice of the Houſe, where were the meritorious defenders. 


of Muir and Palmer? When dangers, however viſionary, 
were announced as threatening that Parliament and this nation, 
where were the indeſatigable detectors of the affiliated demo- 
cratic ſocieties? When imputed inſanity was offered for 


_ conſideration, where were the invincible! bulwarks that pre- 


ſerved regal delirium from an intruſive regericy ? Alas! alas! 
they mult all have been ſick or ſleeping, or peradventure on 
a journey. . 25 bs ee 
« Well, Sir, thus my motion of that day did thus ſurpri- 
fingly fall to the ground; I moſt implicitly truſt it did not 
wholly fail of its intended effect. Many Gentlemen, I am 


convinced, did read Mr. Brothers's book during the interval 


of the receſs, and ſome I knew to have applied for, and re- 5 
ceived them from the author himſelf, previouſly to that pe- 
riod. Wherefore, though by my former ill ſucceſs I am pre- 


_ cluded from direct application to the contents of thoſe books, 


I am 


be inferred. 


attach, and that I am in no danger, And as I tru 
hitherto, and up to the very inſtant of theſe aſſertions, I have 
ever maintained the character of a faithful ſubject, and true 
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J am perfectly warrantable in alluding to them as of public 
notoriety ; and indeed few compoſitions ſince printing was 
firſt invented have excited more general attention. 2 
% Any man who conſiders my former motion mult at once 
diſcover that it led to thoſe which I ſhall preſume to offer this 
day; and I ſhould have thought myſelf unpardonably negli- 
gent of my duty, whether as a legiſlator or a Chriſtian, if I 
Fad ſuffered the buſineſs to evaporate, after once taking it u 
without, at leaſt, ſtraining every nerve to procure ſome ſu 
ſtantial redreſs for the whey Hikes individual, who is known to 
have been the ultimate object of my exertions. Iii © Re 
„ Had I in the former caſe ſucceeded, it would have been 


very natural, Sir, that I ſhould beg of the Houſe at large to 
point out any paſſages in the books I have mentioned, from 


whence the lighteſt tendency of a treaſonable intention could 
j myſelf know of none. That alone which 
had been hinted to me, or which I had any reaſon to ſuſpect, 


as in the remoteſt degree liable to ſuch an imputation, I clearly 


explained upon the former occaſion. And the more pointedly 


to evince my perfect conviction of the innocence of theſe books, 
as far as treafon is concerned, I here, in the face of the Houſe, 


adopt the whole of them as my own; I ſubſcribe to every 
aſſertion in them, from the firſt to the laſt 3 I make myſelf a 


conſcious, a willing accomplice to all the guilt contained in 
them“ Habetis confitentem reum, and I defire nothing more 
than to be proceeded againſt legally, and up to final judgment 
and ſentence upon thoſe grounds. If now there be treaſon 
lurking in theſe publications, I am committed beyond all 
evaſion, and Gentlemen know what to think of me. But 


I am firmly convinced no ſuch accuſation can 8 e ig to 
that 


to my oath of allegiance, I ſhall, for the preſent, venture to 
aſſume it as a fact, that the writings in queſtion, as far as 


they go, are not treaſonable. Their author, then, muſt have 


incurred this dreadful imputation from ſome other circum-. 
ſtance. Is it offenſive, is it indecent, is it unparliamentary 


to inquire of what nature that damning circumſtance may be ? 
for I neither know nor have heard, nor can poſſibly con- 


| jecture any one. | | 

„ Laft year, when various perſons were taken up by ſimilar 
interference of the Executive Power, we were fairly and 
candidly told the grounds of their arreſt. The formation of 
a connexion with popular ſocieties, formed on principles re- 
ſembling thoſe of the Jacobin clubs in France, and deemed 
FR | | | 8 
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to be equally ſubverſive of all regular eee were he 
oftenfible plea of their impriſonment. ! 

« Here is a ground to ſtand upon. Here is a fact held up 
to the warning of every one: To be a member of a club, or 
at leaſt of a certain deſcription of club, ſubjects a man to the 
ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices. Was Mr. Brothers the 
inſtitutor of any ſuch club ? was he even member of any *. 


| at all ? I anſwer authoritatively—No. 


„Well, but it may be ſaid if a number of perſong: ul 


collected together, even without the form or name of a club, 


treaſon may ſtill be diſſeminated at ſuch aſſembly. If the 
names of Preſident, or Chairman and Secretary, be com- 
muted for thoſe of Miniſter and Clerk, the miſchief may be 


no leſs ſerious and no leſs apparent. For do we not know 


that Oliver Cromwell was himſelf a preacher, and ſubverted 
the conſtitutional government of the country by means of 
Keld-preachers ? Iranſwer, Mr. Brothers was no preacher, 
he never aſſembled nor thought of aſſembling any congrega- 
tion whatever. He never took the lead, or named the topic 
of diſcourſe, and he had neither more intention nor more ap- 


pearance of calling an aſſembly for ſeditious purpoſes, or for 
any purpoſe whatever, beyond that of general converſation, 


more than you, Sir, have at your vey or the Preſident * 


the Royal Society at breakfaſt. 
Mr. Brothers was generally at 0 2a few. hours- in 
the morning. Inclination, curioſity, example, occaſional be- 


lief in his predictions, induced other perſons to call upon 


him, and he was never denied to them. Members of Par- 
tiament and ladies of quality have met there without blame 
and without offence. Sometimes he was civilly, treated, and 


very often connived at, and. not ſeldom abuſed; but he was 
uniform, calm, obliging, moderate, and conflict withal. In 
this part, therefore, of his conduct, I am totally at a loſs to 
difcover any outline of the traitor; and if others more quick- 
fighted than myſelf, have ſeen. deeper into particulars, I hope 
it will be coramunicated to the Houſe: this day for general 
information. Arguing, however, from deep perſonal know- 


| ledge of him as far as it goes, I aſſert with np Jets holdneſs of 


his way of living than of his oct that no treaſon whatever 


can be detected in either., N 
e It follows that if there can be no 8 ors. 1 be 


much 'infaniry about him; for ſomething undoubtedly: we 


muſt aſſume as the cauſe originally. of his arreſt, and hitherto 
of his impriſonment. Now, Sir, by what teſt ſhal}{ws-try 
him on this head? I ſincerely hope not by the inveſtigation 


at the King' Arms Tavern, for if che proceedings which: 
mean 


5 IJ 
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mean to move for are fairly brought forwards, as, doubtleſs; 
they have been, I am ſure I ſhall prove the evidence on that 
head to have been completely inſufficient and nugatory. | 
Now, Sir, if en I formerly moved for lay at pre- 
ſent upon your table, I ſhould defire neither more nor better 
evidence than common conſent to evince to tlie ſatis faction 
of every reaſonable man, that the writer leave not the” 
ſlighteſt tincture of inſanity about him. 
„would aſk, what is the object profeſſedly propoſed by 
thoſe books? the reſtoration of peace. From one end to 
the other, in every page, and in- every ſentence, we may 
viſibly trace this one grand prominent feature. Sometimes 
it is urged on the ſcore of political advantage - ſometimes on 
principles of religious duty. Here it is recommended” by a 
ſtriking picture of its beneficial conſequences there con- 
traſted by a terrific diſplay of the calamities of war. The 


author ſhifts his arguments, and diverfifies his repreſentationsy 


to ſuit every ſpecies of underſtanding, and accommodate him- 
ſelf to all the various claſſes of his readers - and is this mad 
neſs? Is that verſatility of thought and ſentiment, which in 
all other writers is deemed one of the firſt effentials of genius, 
to be wantonly and unfeelingly miſconſtrued, as the wander- 
ings of deranged intellect, becauſe it may not exactly ſuit the 
temper of the times? Forbid it every principle of virtue and 
juſtice — forbid it every ſpark of humanity and philanthropy ! 
In proof of what T have here faintly attempted to deſcribe, I 
might appeal tò a thouſand paſſages, ſcattered over every part 
of Mr: Brothers's works; but I will produce only one. It is 
in the 41ſt page of the ſecond book, and a more ſtriking ex- 
ample of ſound abilities, and correct imagination, I am well 
erſuaded could no where be ſelected from Demioſthenes, or 
ice or any other of the beſt human authors, ancient or 


modern. This is a comment on the 27th verſe, 7th chapter, 


of Daniel, | 7 | 6 5 
© In what J have taken the liberty to ſtate to the Houſe 
on the preſent occaſion, I hope, Sir, I ſhall not be fo widely 


miſunderſtood, as if I endeavoured to throw an odium;' or 


ſet up an accuſation againſt any of the members of Admi-' 
niſtration, or any other perſons of reſpectability whatever. 
have no ſuch intention. If ſpies and informers, baſely 


ſtabbing a man's fair fame in the dark, have miſled the candid 


and unſuſpecting minds of liberal Gentlemen, let us unmaſk* ' 
their hypocriſy, and reſcue their victim from unmerited pu- 


niſhment. If medical pretenders, relying on viſionary theo- 


ries, or with a deep- laid plot of ſyſtematic villany, have con- 
ſpired to cry down a man's intellect, and to rob him of hea- 
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ven's choiceſt inheritance—his ſanity of underſtanding —let 
us expoſe their ignorance, or chaſtiſe their depravity by ef- 
fectual interference. All I with is to procure redreſs: for an 
undeſerving. ſufferer, as I deem him, or to gain ſome convic- 
tion of the juſtice of his ſufferings ; and that this, Sir, is not 
an eaſy matter, or a matter attainable through any regular 
official channel, I hope to make fully evident; nor indeed do 
I know of any channel but that of the inquiſitorial authority 
of this Houſe, by which the relief I ſeek,, which Gentlemen 
will allow muſt neceſſarily be prompt, if we would have it 
_ efficacious, can poſſibly be obtained. . 
“ The perſon in queſtion, is a ſuſpected traitor in the 
power of the Secretary of State—as a lunatic he is immedi- 
ately under the care of the Lord Chancellor. If F apply to 
Chancery, I muſt naturally expect to be told, he is a See 
priſoner under warrant from Government for treaſonable prac- 
tices. If I refer to the Secretary of State's. office, I ſhall 
have the ſame anſwer as that which was given to another 
friend of his: That he is not properly underſtood in that de- 
partment but as a lunatic, is to be ſent to fome hoſpital, where, 
perhaps, by leave of the governor, I may be permitted to ſee 
him. Between thoſe two Noble Perſonages, while Jam ban- 
died about like a ſhuttlecock, Mr. Brothers may be transfer-- 
red to a third or a fourth department; whither all my in- 
duſtry may be exerted in vain to trace him. All I require, 
therefore, is to diſcover with preciſion, whether this Mr. 
Brothers be a traitor or be a lunatic. He may poſſibly be 
neither, but it is morally certain he -cannot be both. I nei- 
ther with to palliate any crimes he may have committed, nor 
to ſcreen him from any merited puniſhment of the law. | 
« A few words more, Sir, and J have done. I have cauſed 
to be delivered at the door a printed paper, written, I confeſs, 
partly on another ſubject of perſonal controverſy, though 
bearing immediately allo on my preſent motion. I moſt fin- 
cerely apologize for its. intruſion, and I hope I ſhall be for- 
given when I mention that it is done preciſely for the purpoſe 
of taking thame to myſelf” in having there inſerted a propo- 
ſition which is not warranted by fact. As far as that aſſertion 
goes, 1 can ſay nothing in my own defence. I admit it to be 
falſe, and aſk pardon for its infertion. I have there ſaid, 
that © the verdict of lunacy was brought in at the very meet- 
ing before ever the perſon to be decided on ⁊uas examined at all,” 
and I now know that his examination was previous to the 
verdict. They had only made up their minds to it before 
they ſaw him. I eat my words. | P 
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© Now with reſpect to the documents which I move for; 


on cannot, I think, betray any ſecrets of ſtate, for if there 


exiſted a plot of which Government wiſhed to explore the 
different ramificationsy before they promulgate their informa- 
tion, I think the verdict of lunacy is effectually done away. 


A conſpiracy headed by a madman can be no very tremendous 


object, nor do I think his accomplices could have ſo long 
jain hid when their chief was in confinement; and if this 
ſuppoſed conſpiracy. lay in his books, why, after the open 
warning J gave three weeks ago, has no ſtep been taken to 
impede their circulation? | 
The examination before the Privy Council I am pretty 
well aſſured, may be publiſhed withoat any danger; 3 all was 
politeneſs, einde and good ſenſe in that quarter; and 
though curioſity might be gratified by the publication, no 
new article would from thence be added to the catalogue of 
treaſon, - | 

Of the verdict of inſanity J have little to ſay ; the jury- 


men themſelves are not very conſiſtent in their accounts of it, 


which may a little palliate the error I have acknowledged: 


but if their proceedings are granted to my motion, opinion 
will then have ſomething ſolid to reſt on. | 
« I now conelude— moſt earneſtly entreating Gentlemen 
to conſider themſelves as repreſentatives of the whole Britiſh 
nation, to be meritoriouſly employed in redreſſing, where it 


may be poſſible, the accidental oppreſſions of any one Britiſh 
individual, however obſcure—and I hope that a man who has 


creditably. ſerved his King and country, in the royal navy, 
the pride and the bulwark of the empire, will never appeal 


in vain to a Britiſh Houſe of Commons. 


Il therefore move, Sir, that a copy of the Warrant of 
the Secretary of State, for the apprehending of Richard 


Brothers, be laid before this Houſe, together with a copy of 
the information on which this motion was grounded.“ | 


Mr. Halhed having given in his motion, 
| The Speaker aſked, © Who ſeconds this motion ?” There 
being no anſwer, he ſaid, that as it was not ſeconded, the ; 
motion could not be por: from the Chair. | 


| MOTION FOR PEACE. | 
22 22 force ſaid, that as an Hon. Member had alluded 


to him as to his intention of bringing forward a motion in 
conformity to his notice, he could ſay he had made up his 


mind on that ſubject. The object he had in view was to 
facilitate the obtaining of peace. When he ſhould move it, 
he could not e tell. Ie thought it would be better 

H 2 near 
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near the end of the ſeſſion than at preſent “ When, when?“ 
was whiſpered through the Houſe, To which Mr, Wilber- 
force anſwered, © perhaps this day fortnight.” “ 
Mr. Efte moved, that the Order of the Day on the Bill 
for preventing the vexatious removal of poor perſons be diſ- 
charged. —Ordered. He then moved, that the Bill be com- 
mitted on Monday. Ordered. 5 ts 

He next gave notice that he ſhould moye 'to diſcharge the 
order for hearing counſel on that day. ; 1 
The Speaker gave notice that he ſhould take the chair at 
11 on Thurſday morning, to be ready to proceed on the trial 
of Mr. Haſtings. SEE Fn NG: RE Ny 

Adjourned. e 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

THURSDAY, April 23. „ 
„5 HAIR- POWDER BILL. 8 IP 
The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the 
Bill enacting that every perſon who wears hair-powder, ſhall 
take out a certificate, the Duke of Norfolk defired that the 
clauſe, ſubjecting maſters of families to a penalty, on con- 
viction of having failed to give in a correct liſt of their ſervants 
wearing powder, and of having knowingly ſuffered a ſervant 
to wear powder, whoſe -name was not in the liſt he had 
9 in, might be read. The clauſe having been read at 

length, | . © e 
3 The Duke roſe, and objected to the clauſe, not only on 
the ground of its being oppreſſive and ſevere in its tendency, 
but as being ſo to no purpoſe whatever. His Grace ſaid, he 
had ever underſtood it to be an invariable principle in all Tax 
Bills, that any clauſe impoſing a penalty, ſhould neceſſarily con- 
duce to promote and ſecure the object of the Bill. The clauſe 
impoſing a penalty of 20l. on maſters of families, which had 
been juſt read, his Grace contended, was unjuſt and oppreſhve 
in the extreme, and that without any reaſon, as it did not tend in 
the ſmalleſt degree whatever to further the object of the Act. 
It obliged a maſter to turn informer againſt his own ſervants, 
expoſed him to the diſgrace of being proved guilty of what no 
Gentleman would be guilty, viz. of having ſigned his name 
to a falſehood, or rendered him liable to a heavy expence. He 
put the ſuppoſed caſe, that a maſter of a family ſhould once 
accidentally meet a ſervant powdered, whom he neither knew 
nor withed ſhould wear powder, and having forgot the circum- 
ſtance, ſhonld omit to inſert the name of that ſervant in the 
$94 BY - 3 Es liſt 
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liſt he gave in, ſuppoſe that a third perſon happened to ſtand by 


when the ſervant wearing powder as above deſcribed was ſeen 


by the maſter, and ſhould be 1 to prove, that after hav» 
ing given in his liſt, his liſt was de fective in reſpect to the omiſ- 
ſion of the name of the ſervant in queſtion; in that caſe the 
maſter muſt either turn informer againſt the ſervant, or pay 
the penalty. His Lordſhip ſaid, no man was more ready to 
confeſs his approbation of the principle of the Bill, than he wasz 


he thought the tax a wiſe one, and likely to be efficient, but 
he ſaw no reaſon why it ſhoald be thus arranged in the mode of 


collecting it. Few maſters of families knew, or were likely to 


| know if all of their ſervants wore powder. He did not mean 


to be ludicrous, and therefore he would not talk of female 
ſervants, becauſe he ſaw what whimſical ideas might be imagin- 


ed to be alluded to, whereas he meant to treat the ſubject ſe- 
_ rioully and gravely, to call their Lordſhips attention to a real 


grievance and act of injuſtice, for ſuch the clauſe would un- 


avoidably prove in its operation, if it were ſuffered to ſtand. 
His Grace added further obſervations, and at length concluded 


with moving that the clauſe be rejected. + | 
The Lord Chancellor Said, Re falt vory-dideremtly-upon_ahe 


ſubje& from the Noble Duke. The tax was not only in itſelf 


a good one, but he had pretty good reaſon to believe it was in 


the conſideration: of all men a favourite, and particularly fo 

with thoſe who were to pay it, viz. the ſervants themſelves. 
It was not only to be praiſed as a tax on vanity ſolely, but as 

a tax likely to prove extremely efficient and productive. 80 
far therefore from there being any propriety in their Lordſhips 

interpoſing to impede the Bill in its progreſs through the 

HFouſe, after it had paſſed the Houſe of Commons, he thought 
it in the higheſt degree unbecoming, being perſuaded that it 


would be a moſt unjuſt ſtigma on their Lordſhips, if any ſuch 
imputation could be brought againſt them. The impreſſion 


| that it muſt neceſſarily make upon the public mind, to find 
that their Lordſhips, of all deſeriptions of men, were thoſe 
alone who choſe to throw an obſtacle in the way of a tax, 
popular in the extreme, as he verily believed this tax to be, ſo far 
from being favourable, muſt be unpleaſant and highly injurious. 


The largeſt deſcription of the immediate objects of the Bill, 


the ſervants in families of perſons of rank, who choſe to be 
waited pn by ſervants well dreſſed, he had no doubt were glad 


that ſome means had been reſorted to in order to 8 
and mark their ſuperiority over ſervants of a different defcrip- 


tion. His Lordſhip begged leave ' poſitively to deny that the 
clauſe would operate in the manner in which the Noble 
Duke had conceived it likely to operate. The maſter of a fa- 


mily 
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mily was not rendered liable to a penalty of 20l. unleſs he was 
himſelf wilfully neglectful of complying with the conditions 
of the ſtatute. He was only called upon to give in a liſt of 
ſuch of his ſervants as he kriew to be liable, nor could he be 
convicted unleſs it were proved that he +no2vimgly gave in a 

falſe liſt. Every maſter of a family was preſumed to know 
what the ſtyle of dreſs of his ſervants was; in the line of life 

ſubordinate to that filled by their Lordſhips, where a man had 

apprentices, it was his duty that his apprentices were clean on 

a Sunday, and decently dreſſed; if they wore powder againſt his 

will, he could reſort to a remedy; if he choſe they ſhould wear 
powder, it could be no hardſhip upon him, as he could not com- 
plain of hardſhip or oppreſſion it he were called upon to pay 

the amount of the tax for each of his apprentices who with 
his conſent wore powder. His Lordſhip ſaid, fome conſidera- 
tion was due to the time ſtated in the Bill for the commence- 
ment of its operation. It was clearly a money Bill, and the 
poſſible effect of any alteration in it by their Lordſhips was well 
known. He did not mean to give riſe to a diſcuſſion on that 
point, as it might lead to length, and was not at all neceſſary to 
the ſubject matter of debate. Their Lordſhips had undoubt- 

edly a right to make any alteration they thought proper in each 
individual Bill that came before them, but he conf fied he ſhould 
be ſorry to lee ſuch an Act loſt, and molt particularly to ſee it loſt 


by any interpoſition of their Lordſhips, whoſe oppoſition to the 
meaſure would, as it ſtruck him, appear moſt ungracious, and _ 


repugnant to the people. In ſhort, he ſaw no occaſion for re- 
jecting the clauſe, and in fact, the Bill would in his mind be 
moſt materially defective, if the clauſe were thrown out. 5 
The Duke of Leeds ſaid, there appeared to him to be a part 
of the operation of -the Bill, which required explanation. 
Suppoſing that a ſervant, who wore powder, and for whom his 
maſter had paid for a certificate, ſhould leave his ſervice ſoon 
afterwards, and another ſervant is taken in his place; is the 
to pay for another certificate, and thus pay the tax 
twice | | | 8 
The Earl of Guildford ſaid, he could not help differing from 
his Noble and Learned Friend, and riſing to ſupport the Noble 
Duke's argument. He conſidered the Bill as likely to prove 
extremely oppreſſive and highly injurious to maſters of fa- 


milies, who would be ſubjected to the payment of a heavy 
penalty, in many inſtances where they could not poſſibly avoid 


incurring it. So far ſrom thinking with the Noble and Learn- 
ed Lord that every maſter of a family muſt neceflarily know 


whether all or which of his ſervants wore powder, he muſt con- 
tend that the very reverſe was the ſtate of the caſe, Maſters 


of 
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of families, who had large eſtabliſhments, knew whether their 


principal men ſervants who attended upon them perſonally 


wore powder or not; but their Lordſhips would have the good- 
neſs to recollect that the female ſervants did not uſually ap- 


pear before them. Neither could he coincide in the opinion 
that it muſt be the wiſh of any maſter that all his ſervants 
ſhould wear powder. His Lordſhip, after further reaſoning, 
ſaid, that one ſtrong, and, in his mind, inſurmountable objec- 
tion {truck him, viz. that the clauſe in queſtion muſt be nu- 
gatory for the enſuing year, By the Bill, maſters of families 


were called on to give in liſts of ſuch of their ſervants as wore _ 


powder between the toth of April and the 19th in each year, and 


the foth of April in the next year, a thing impoſſible to be done 


the preſent year, as the tax was not to take place and commence 
its operation till the 5th of May next, conſequently a month 
would have elapſed of the preſent year. His Lordſhip con- 


cluded with declaring, that he ſhould vote with the Noble 


Duke, if he thought proper to rake the ſenſe of the Houſe. 


Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) ſaid, he thought the tax a moſt | 


eligible one, and that it particularly behoved their Lordfhips tq 


give it their moſt cordial ſupport. He had liſtened to the ar- 
guments urged againſt the clauſe in queſtion with great at- 


tention, and he feared there was ſomething valid in the Noble 


Duke's objection to the clauſe, in which caſe, he ſhould wifh 
to have it altered, but ſhould feel great pain, if ſo popular a 


tax Bill, all circumſtances conſidered, were loſt. _ 


The Zar of Moira ſaid, he felt 2 differently from every 


Noble Lord who had ſpoken on the ſubject. He not only ob- 
jected to the particular clauſe under conſideration, but to the 


principle of the Bill itſelf. He thought the ſubje of the 
Bill, not only an improper ſubject of taxation, but peculiarly 


ill timed for the impoſition of duty. The preſent moment 
was perhaps of all others the moſt unfitly choſen ta draw a 


line of diſtinction between the high and low, the rich and poor. 
Such a line of diſtinction, in its nature invidious and diſguſt- 


ing, was at all times to be avoided, but moſt to be avoided juſt 
now, becauſe moſt unwiſe under the peculiar circumſtances 


of Europe. Their Lordſhips would not therefore be ſurpriſed 


at hearing him declare that the Bill, generally conſidered, re- 
volted his feelings, and he would fay, his judgment likewiſe. 


| $0 decided was his opinion on the ſubject, that if he ſhould 


happen to be preſent on the third reading, he would certainly 


give it his negative. W ' | | 

If the objections of the Noble Duke were met, and the 
clauſe in queſtion were modified, it would certainly make the 
Bill leſs unpalatable to his mind, But even that could not do 


away 


J. 
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away his diſlike of the principle of the meaſure itſelf; The 
Noble Duke's: objections were certainly valid, as applied to the 
particular clauſe under conſideration. The tax was ſevere 
enough in every point of view; but the clauſe appeared to him 
= to be ſevere on maſters of families, without anſwering any ade- 
1.10 quate purpoſe; and when the Legiſlature impoſed a tax that 
. was in its operation to bear particularly hard on one deſcrip- 
tion of ſubjects, the injuſtice was in ſome degree qualified by the 
neceſſity to make the tax efficient; and the evident reaſon was, 
that unleſs the individual hardſhip were permitted, it could not 
1:4 be ſo rendered efficient. But here was injuſtice which would 
1:48 | not add to the efficiency of the tax. It was, he conceived, 
1 impoſſible for maſters of families to know whether all their 
my ſervants wore powder or not, and yet, if, as has been ſtatedz any 
80 of them did wear powder, and it could be proved that the 
1 maſter: had accidentally ſeen the ſervant powdered, he was to 
be liable to the heavy penalty-of 2ol. His objections went 
however much farther than to the particular clauſe. The tax- 
WW Wuas ſaid to be a tax on vanity; he did not mean to be ludi- 
{ol | crous, when. he aſſerted that a tax on wearing breeches might 
ti with-juſt as much reafon be deemed a tax on vanity: Breeches, 
in the conſideration of a Highlander, would be regarded as 4 
decoration originating in vanity, and by no means a covering 
required by decency'or neceſlity, as he himſelf could by his 
daily habit and practice prove, that breeches might well be 
done without. He affured their Lordſhips he meant this as 
à grave and | ſerious argument, and he would aſk the Noble 
Viſcount near him if he would next year recommend it to his 
Majeſty's miniſters to impoſe a tax on wearing breeches. This 
might juſt as well be done, and if it were, he would aſk if all 
men, at leaſt all refident in the ſouthern part of tlſecountry, 
vnd not revolt at it}, and ſay that breeches were not a luxury, 
ede ary, indiſpenſible u ee decorum, and to the 
comfort individuals. The 


decoration of his head (if it might be termed a decoration); 
might not he ſay, Hair- powder is not a luxury, the habits of 
life, the cuſtoms of the age, and the general practice, have all 
contributed to render it ſo much and ſo generally in uſe, that 

for me to leave off wearing it, would be to diſgrace and make 
me ridiculous in the eyes of others? His Lordſhip added 
further argument to prove the bad policy of ſuch a tax, at any 
time, but moſt eſpecially under the preſent circumſtances, and 
at length repeated his declaration, that if he ſhould be preſent 

at the third reading of the Bill, he would give it his negative. 
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nin the mean time, he thought the Noble Duke's objections in- 
ſurmountable, and therefore he wiſhed the clauſe in queſtion 

| might be either rejected or modified, tas, Thee 00 TRE 
Lord Sydney aſſured the Noble Earl he did not riſe with any 

| deſign to accept the challenge, and propoſe a tax of the extra- 


ordinary fort which the Noble Lord had mentioned. It was 


enough for his Majeſty's miniſters, whoſe peculiar duty it was, 
to find taxes, a duty which they had diſcharged for a long time 


in an unexceptionable, but this year particularly, in a moſt com- 
mendable manner; he left it therefore to them to ſuggeſt new 
taxes, whenever they were neceſſary. What he roſe for was 


principally to make an obſervation or two upon the argument 
of the Noble Duke, who opened the debate. In the firſt 
place, he thought the tax an excellent one, and be had no 
doubt of its being extremely popular. Nor could he eaſily find 


out any ſolid objection to it. No man was obliged to wear 


powder, and it could not be termed a neceſſary; the tax, theres 


fore, as it had been called, was neither more nor leſs than a 
tax on vanity, and therefore one of the propereſt ſpecies of ſub- 
jects of impoſition in times of exigency, when great ſums were 
to be raiſed with leaſt burden to the lower and moſt diſtreſſed 


ranks of the people. With 2 to the clauſe complained of 


by the Noble Duke, he really ſaw no great hardſhip in expeCt- 
ing the maſter of a family to give in a liſt of ſuch of his 


ſervants who wore powder, once every year; and however at 


firſt maſters of families might feel ſome little difficulty upon 
the ſubject, that could only be trivial, and would ſoon vaniſn 


entirely. His Lordſhip made ſeveral more obſervations in 


praiſe of the tax, and in defence of the clauſe abjeed' to. 
The Earl of Moira ſpoke ſhortly in reply. 7. 
The Duke of Norfelk roſe again, and 2 anxi- 
mmittee to the par- 


ticular tendency of the clauſe, which he muſt {till complain of- 


as oppreſſive upon maſters of families, without any reaſonable 


plea for it. It obliged maſters of families either to pay the 


tax for their ſervants, to render themſelves liable to a heavy 
penalty, or to expoſe. them to the chance of being proved to 


have falſified their own ſignatures, and given in falſe and in- 


correct liſts, in inſtances wherein they _ might have no 
ſuch intention. He repeated the caſe which 


e had put in his 


firſt ſpeech, of the maſter of a family accidentally meeting 
one of his female ſervants powdered, while in preſence of a third 
perſon, and through forgetfulneſs omitting to inſert the name 
of that ſervant in his liſt, delivered in to the proper officer; he 

argued upon the conſequences of ſuch accidental omiſhon, and 
contended, that the maſter mu 
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his ſervants; or pay the tax for the poor girl. Above all, he 
inſiſted upon it that there was no real uſe. in the clauſe, and 
that the Bill would ſtand, and every neceſſary end of im- 
poſing the tax be anſwered, juſt as well without the clauſe as 
De Earl of Hardwicke ſaw no ſufficient ground for the ob- 
eee but conſidered the tax as a moſt unexceptiona- 

ble one —a tax likely to be extremely popular, and to prove 
productive, without in any degree falling upon the ſhoulders 
of the lower and hard-working orders of the people. He could 
not by any means agree with the Noble Duke, that the clauſe 
under conſideration would oblige the maſter of a family to turn 
informer againſt his ſervants, in the invidious ſenſe of the 
word Informer, Let their Lordſhips recolle& the origin of 
the term, Informer; and how the odium of the populace be- 
came attached to it. It was formerly held invidious and diſ- 
graceful, when applied to informations for neglecting attend - 
ing on religious ſervice; but 3 thinking man muſt deem 
it meritorious to be an informer for the public good, as in 
caſes where frauds were attempted to be practiſed to the dimi- 
nution of the revenue. After having clearly laid down the 
diſtinction, his Lordſhip ſaid, probably the clauſe might ad- 
mit of modification ;- but he ſhould be extremely ſorry if the 
Bill were endangered, and a tax, that promiſed to be equally 
popular and productive, materially defalcated in the amount 
of its probable produce. Among other recommendations of 
the tax, ſurely not the leaſt in conſideration was, that if it 
dhould happen to-diminiſh the quantity of hair- powder manu- 
factured and worn in future, it would leſſen the conſumption 
of thoſe valuable eſſentials of liſe, corn and flour, which were 


waſted under the name of hair- po w- der. . 
«- The Lord Chancellor, during part of the debate, had gone to 
the table, and run his eye over the clauſes of the engroſſed 
copy of the ill; When opportunity offered, therefore, he roſe 
again, and delivered his opinion at ſome length, in favour of 
the principle of the tax, and of the particular clauſe in queſ- 
tion. The Bil, as well as he could catch the general tendency 
of its purview and proviſions, from a curſory peruſal of its 
clauſes, meant this great object —to raiſe an efficient tax to a 
large amount; and every 5 of it appeared to be drawn 
with a deſign to further that purpoſe. Without the clauſe ob- 
jected to by the Noble Duke, the Bill would be good for no- 
thing; ſo material was that clauſe to the general object. It 
was utterly impoſſible to aſcertain the particular meaning and 
bearing of each clauſe, without conſidering them collectively, 
with relation to each other, and as one ſerved to illuſtrate — 
N „„ | 3 D Other. 
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other. The Noble Duke ſtill perſiſted in conterdingy that the 
clauſe under debate obliged the maſter of a family fo turn in- 
former againſt his ſervants; he denied that it did ſo in the 
odious ſenſe of the term Informer, which the Noble Earl had 
Ros explained to have originated in its application” to 


thoſe who informed againſt their neighbours, for neglect of 
religious duties. With regard to the ſuppoſed” caſe that the 
Noble Duke had. put, of a maſter's happening accidentally, in 
the preſence of a ſecond perſon, to have ſeen one of his female 


ſervants powdered, the circumſtance eſcaping his recollection, 


and his omitting to give in her name in his liſt when he deli- 
vered it—it was in the firſt place an extreme caſe, and a caſe 
ſcarcely likely to happen as long as the Bill endured. All 


maſters of families, he took it for granted, would pay for their 


ſervants wearing powder; where that was not the caſe, ſer- 
vants were by the Bill made on; pom for themſelves, if they 
wore powder, as they ought to be 


obligation of the Bill would call upon them to inquire. Ser- 


vants, on the other hand, muſt know whether their maſters 


were aware of their wearing powder or not; and they muſt 
alſo know, that if they did put powder in their hair, either 


their maſter or they themſelves muſt pay the duty, and take 


out a certificate. The clauſe impoſed no hardſhip on maſters 


of families, whoſe duty it was not to ſtand by and ſee the re- 
venue defrauded, when they could not but fully know how 
much the exigencies of the times required that the public re- 

venue ſhould be rendered as productive as poſſible, It ſeemed 


to have eſcaped the notice of thoſe Noble Lords who com- 


plained of the hardſhip of the clauſe, that maſters of families 
who meant to do what was right by the tax, were in no 


_ They muſt be convicted of having knowingly given 


in falſe and defective liſts, before they could be made ſiable 


to the penalty. Having urged a variety of arguments in reply 


to the objeCtions that had been ſtated, the Lord Chancellor 
| ſpoke of the great indiſcretion of that Houſe interfering to 


throw a difficulty in the way of a Bill, profeſſedly impoſing a 


tax on a luxury, if not peculiar to families of rank and diſtinc- 
tion, inſeparable from their habits. Did any Noble Lord 


imagine that an oppoſition of that nature would come with a 


peculiar grace from that Houſe in a time of confeſſed diſtreſs 

and public exigency? Let them for a moment conſider the 
conſtruction it would be liable to without doors. Let them 
alſo reflect upon the danger in which a rejection of the clauie 


I 2 would 


Maſters of families could 

not but know whether their ſervants wore powder or not: 
_ Hair-powder would naturally and unavoidably challenge their 
notice; and if it had not excited their curioſity heretofore, the 
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would: put the Bill itſelf. Moſt Noble Lords approved the 
principle of the Bill, and yet that would be ſet at hazard if any 
alteration were made in the clauſes. The Bill was avowedly 
a money Bill; and though he would not impeach, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, the right of the Houſe to make any amend- 
ment or alteration whatſoever in every Bill that came before 


them, be it of what nature or deſcription it might; yet they 
all knew the practice of the other Houſe, in regard to money 


Bills, in which their Lordſhips made any alteration. Would 
it, therefore, 'on conſiderations of diſcretion or prudence, be 
wiſe to run the riſk of loſing the Bill? Even ſuppoſing that 


the other Houſe were to bring in a new Bill, adopting the al- 


teration; that would be open to new diſcuſſion and new 
objections, if ſtarted. Much time would, therefore, be loſt 


by rejecting the clauſe z and a new Bill might not paſs. Be- 


ſides, the Noble Duke, if he underſtood him rightly, had 


' propoſed no modification of the clauſe, but a total rejection of 
it. For theſe reaſons, his Lordſhip faid, he ſhould vote for 
the clauſe as it ſtood. 0 IF 


The Duke of Norfolk confeſled, that he had no modification 
to propoſe ; he really ſaw not how the clauſe could be altered, 
ſo as to cure and remove his objection. He could by no means 


agree that all maſters of families would pay the tax for their 
| ſervants; but, on the contrary, muſt contend, that they would 


be unwilling either to pay the tax for their domeſtics, or to 
ſuffer them all to wear powder ; and the hardſhip would lie in 
their acting upon that feeling, and yet be rendered liable to 
incur the penalty, under certain circumſtances. He was a 
firm friend to the principle of the tax ; but he was perſuaded, 
ſo far from its being an improper thing for their Lordſhips to 
interfere with the regulations of a tax Bill, they were in this 
inſtance bound to protect the maſters of families from unne- 


_ ceffary hardſhip and oppreſſion—and ſuch, he contended, the 


operation and effect of the clauſe in queſtion, if paſſed into a 
law, would prove. He denied that the clauſe could, properly 


ſpeaking, be deemed a money clauſe ; and he reminded their 


Lordſhips of their frequent practice in reſpect to Encloſure 
Bills, where they without ſcruple altered clauſes, and without 
any danger to the Bills. There were, he obſerved, generally 
two parties to an Encloſure Bill; one party, who were in- 

fed in the paſſing of the Bill, and gave it their ſupport— 
the other, adverſe to it, and who oppoſed it in every ſtage ; 
and yet when they altered or rejected clauſes in an Enclolure 


Bill at their diſcretion, the other Houſe did not complain of 


it, but adopted their Lordſhips amendments, and. pafſed the 
Bill fo amended. His Grace faid, he did not by any means 
Hs | TEAK = |  wiſm 


and for that period would 
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wiſh to diſcommend the jealouſy of the other Houſe, in reſpect 
to the great conſtitutional queſtion of money Bills; he believ- 
ed great good to the Public had ariſen from it. Having put 
this ſtrongly, the Duke ſaid he had heard nothing that in his 
mind was a ſuthcient anſwer to his former argument—he 
ſhould, therefore, perſiſt in his objection to the clauſe : And 
he accordingly moved that the clauſe be rejected, declaring 
his intention to take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. 
The Earl of Guildford roſe again to ſupport the motion; 


he declared he could not agree with the Noble and Learned 


Lord's poſition, that maſters of families would pay for'their 
ſervants ; he thought the reverſe was much more likely to be 
the caſe 3 and on that idea he founded his argument againſt 
the clauſe in queſtion it was on that ground that he reſted 
his objection, as he ſaw clearly that a maſter who diſapproved 
of the practice among ſervants of wearing hair-powder, and 


who was far from wiſhing all his ſervants to wear it, might iu 


ſome caſes either be obliged to pay for a ſervant's wearing it, 
or incur the penalty. The Earl admitted that the Noble and 


Learned Lord's arguments were good, if it were the principle 


of the Bill, or the tax itſelf, that they were oppoſing z but that 
was not the caſe. He for one highly approved the tax itſelf, 
and therefore he wiſhed to render it as palatable as poſſible to 


| thoſe who were to pay for it. Suppoſing even that the Com- 
mons were to throw out the Bill on account of the alteration, 


the Commons would do as they had done in various other in- 
ſtances; they would bring in another Bill, nearly the fame, 
nay, the very ſame, as that they threw out, and paſs it in a 


few days, ſo that ſcarcely any time would be loſt. But there 
was another conſideration, and that a material one, viz. that 


the clauſe would be aka nugatory for one year at leaſt, 

ave no effective operation at all. 
The clauſe required every maſter of a family to give in a liſt of 
ſuch of his ſervants as wore powder between the gth of April 


in one year and the 5th of April following; the preſent Bill was 
not to commence before the 6th of May, conſequently no 


maſter of a family could comply with the clauſe, as far as re- 
1ated to the period of time between the 1och of April 1795 


and the 5th of April 1796. His Lordſhip concluded with de- 
dlaring, that if the Noble Duke did take the ſenſe of the 
Houſe, he ſhould certainly vote with his Grace. 


Lord Auckland ſaid, that undoubtedly the Bill would * re- 
jected by the other Houſe, if the clauſe under diſcuſhon ſhould 


either be omitted or modified ;' But without meaning to dif- 


parage a-pretenfion of the Houſe of Commons, which was 
founded on great conſtitutional principles, he ſhould, ſtiſi 
8 „„ : 5 > think 
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think it his duty, as a Peer of Parliament, to make in money 
Bills any alteration that he might think ſubſtantial, or of ſuffi- 
cient importance to compenſate the delay of a few days. But 
having fad this, he muſt add, that the clauſe objected to by 
the Noble Duke, did'not appear to him to be affected by an' 
of the reaſons that had been brought againſt it. The Wert 
principle of the tax was not diſputed. The emergency of the 
times, the eſſential intereſts of the country, had induced a ne- 
ceſſity to impoſe new taxes: A tax on the wearers of hair- 
powder, though liable, as all taxes are, to ſome objections, was 
admitted to be one of the leaſt objectionable that could be 
brought forward. If then it were a right tax to be impoſed, 
it ſeemed to be a neceſſary conſequence, that their Lordſhips 
muſt concur in rendering it fully and juſtly productive: The 
chaſe in queſtion was for that purpoſe. It had been ſaid of 
that clauſe, that it converted maſters of families into common 
informers. But was there not more ſenſibility than good ſenſe 
in this objection? was it not a mere play upon words? Of 
what were maſters of families to be informers ? Of the num- 
ber of perſons within their houſehold, who to their knowledge 
and belief ought to pay the tax. They were accordingly to 
give in an annual liſt of the names of ſuch perſons. If thoſe 
perſons had paid, the liſt would ſerve to ſhew the exactitude 
of the family : If there ſhould be any in the liſt who had not 
paid, it would ſubject them to be called upon to do what in 
ſtrict integrity they ought to have done voluntarily. And 
ſurely it was to be wiſhed, both in a moral and political ſenſe, 
that one part of a family ſhould not be permitted to avoid its 
ſhare of the public burdens, whilft the other part was ho- 
neſtly bearing its full proportion of them. His Lordſhip con- 
feſſed, that when he firſt heard the objection of his Noble 
Friend (the Earl of Guildford), that for the current year's 
operation of the Bill the clauſe would be nugatory, on account 
of its directing that a lift was to be made out in each year, be - 
tween the 1oth and 19th of April in the preſent year 1795, 
up to the 5th of April 1796; whereas it would not commence 
its operation prior to the 6th of May; it had ſtruck him 
as an objection of ſome weight againſt the clauſe, infomuch 
that for a moment he had imagined it would be wiſe either to 
amend or reject the clauſe, even if it ſhould affect the Bill in 
another place; hoping in that caſe that a new Bill might be 
brought in, and paſſed in time, to loſe not a ſingle day's effect 
of the produce of the tax. Upon maturer conſideration, how- 
ever, it occurred to him, that even come to the worſt, the in- 
convenience would not be very great; as the maſter of the 
family, when called upon to pay for ſuch of his ſervants named 


« 
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in his liſt as wore. powder, in caſe the fact were ſo, might 
eaſily clear himſelf, by ſaying, © It is true, ſuch of my ſervants 


as are ſtated in my liſt to have worn powder, did wear it in 


April laſtz but on or before the 6th. day of May, when the 
operation of the Act commenced, they left off wearing pow- 
der, and have not worn it ſince.” N 3 

Lord Hay roſe again, and commended the tax as an admira- 


dle one, but wiſhed it to be made leſs objectionable in reſpect 


to the clauſe in queſtion: His Lordſhip was proceeding to 
explain the grounds of his opinion, when he was reminded by 
ſeveral Noble Lords near him, that he had either read the 
clauſe inattentively, or miſapprehended its effect. His Lord- 
ſhip, therefore, proceeded no farther... _ ig 1 

Type Duke of Norfolk ſaid, it was becauſe he was a friend to 
the tax, and wiſhed it to be efficacious, that he was ſo earneſt 


to reſcue maſters of families from the operation of a clauſe, 
Which, he muſt ſtill infiſt, did not at all tend to further the 

object of the Bill. His Grace ſaid, he wiſhed to render the 
tax at once productive and palatable to thoſe who were to pay 


it, and therefore he ſhould perſiſt in his motion. | | 
The Earl of Moira concurred in the ſame ſentiment, and 
aſſigned his reaſons for it, | Wo + 5 
At length, the queſtion being put, the Lords divided: 
Content (that the clauſe ſtand) 0 11 | 
; Not Contents — feet es 
The report of the Committee was then agreed to, when 
Lord Mulgrave roſe, and expreſſed his regret that he had 
not been earlier in the Houſe, as he meant to recommend to 


their Lordſhips conſideration and relief a moſt meritorious 


claſs of men, on whom the tax would operate in a manner not 


| burdenſome in point of fact, for they could not nx afford 


to pay it, but in a manner extremely mortifying to their 
pride, and deeply wounding to their feelings: He meant 


the officers in the army on half-pay, who did not receive 
Iool. a year, or any thing like half that amount. His Lord - 


ſhip ſaid, he had obſerved with ſatisfaction that a elauſe ſtood 


in the Bill, by which clergymen, whoſe income did not amount 


to lool. a year, were exempted from payment of the duty, 
In like manner he wiſhed to ſee the half-pay officers of the 
army exempted, than whom, he well knew from long at» 
quaintance with their merit, a ſet of men better entitled to 
conſideration did not exiſt. His Lordſhip deſcribed the ſitua- 
tion of half- pay officers with great force and feeling full of 


honourable ſears, diſabled by wounds, and worn down in the 
ſervice of their country, they were compelled to retire to ſome 
obſcure village or hamlet, there to eke out their ſcanty pit- 
tance of pay, and poorly provide for their ſubſiſtence. How 


cruel 
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eruel was it then to hurt the honeſt pride and wound the fine 
feelings of ſuch worthy beings, and the more eſpecially when 
it might be fo eafily avoided, as he would take upon him to 
affert, that not a ſhilling more would be produced by the tax, 
If an exemption in the favour of thoſe whoſe caufe he was plead- 
ing. were not admitted. The extending the tax to half-pay 
officers would fink them in their own conſideration and degrade 

them in that of the Public; they would feel themſelves forced 
out of their rank in the community, and deprived of the means 
of appearing in that line of reſpectability, to which their ho- 
nourable ſervices and eftabliſhed merit gave them ſo ample a 
claim. Having urged their juſt pretenſions to protection and 
even partial favour in terms of great energy and impreſſive 
eloquence, his Lordſhip begged to be informed, what 
was the earlieſt day on which he could regularly move a 
clauſe of exemption in behalf of the half-pay officers of the 
Wade; be EE VE: . 5 f 

=: FM Fe Earl of Moira ſaid, he concurred with the Noble Lord 
in every part of his argument. The Noble Lord had treated the 
matter of ir in ſo powerful a manner that he had left but little 
indeed for him to add. That deſcription of men, the half-pay 
officers, certainly deſerved every poſhble conſideration and 
favour; many of them had been reduced to half-pay much 
againſt their own inclinations ; having been ſo reduced, let it 
be recollected that they could not accegt of any office or em- 
ploy, without forfeiting their half- pay. Scanty therefore as 
their pittance was, they were by law diſabled from increaſing 
it, unleſs they choſe to forfeit their rank, forget that they had 
bled in the ſervice of their country, and mingle again with the 
common maſs of mankind, forgetful of what they held the 
deareſt pride of their hearts, the military merit that had diftin- 
guiſhed them among their brother officers, How muſt ſuch 
men, the Earl ſaid, find their feelings'hurt, when they ſaw the 
curate of the village, or the ſubalterns on full pay, of the ſame 
rank with themſelves, powdered out, and by the compariſon 
could not but be conſcious that they ſtood in the eyes of all 
around them degraded, by being incapacitated from making 
the ſame figure and appearance as gentlemen in ſociety, which 
they had from their firſt entrance into the army been accuſtom- 
ed to make? Would not they be forced to confider themſelves 
as men marked out for diſgrace, and fit to be ſtigmatiſed on 
account of their poverty? Let their caſe be put on the ſtrongeſt 
poſſible grounds, let an exemption from the tax in their favour 
be even deemed an act of charity, it would be a charity that 
would carry a peculiar grace with it, and their Lordſhips would 

Have the ſatisfaction to find that the beneficence of the Legit 

lature had done honour to the nation. In every way that the 
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matter could be viewed, his Lordſhip contended that the half- 


pay officers-ought to be exempted from the tax, and the more 
particularly as:the tax produce would not be increaſed a fingle 
guinea, if half-pay officers were not exempted, although their 


: | feelings would be ſeverely mortified and deeply wounded, He 


concluded, with declaring, that if he ſhould have the good for- 

tune to be preſent in the Houſe when the Noble Lord brought 
in his exemption clauſe in favour of half-pay officers, he cer- 

tainly would give it every ſupport in his power. 

The Lord Chancellor informed Lord Mulgraye that he would | 

has an opportunity to introduce the clauſe in queſtion, by 

| way of rider to the Bill on the third reading, and it lay with 
his Lordſhip to move that the third reading be on ſuch a day, as 

| he thought he ſhould be ready with his clauſe. _ 

Lord Mulgrave thanked the Noble and Learned Lord for his 
information, and ſaid, there were two reaſons, which would 
certainly induce him to with for the earlieſt day poſſible; the 
one was, the having the important advantage of the ſupport of 
the Noble Earl, who had in ſo powerful a manner pleaded the 
cauſe of the half-pay officers that day; the other aroſe from the 
conſideration, that if the clauſe were adopted, and any danger 
ſhould happen in reſpeCt to the preſent Bill in another place, 
in conſequence of their Lordſhips having made an alteration in 
it, an opportunity would be afforded for the immediately bring- 
ing in and paſſing another Bill, ſo that no injury might be 
ſuſtained in the NE. gn produce of the tax itſelf, which he 
highly approved. | 
His Lordſhip named the next day, for bringing i in his clauſe; 
the vu was therefore ordered to be read the next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 TuursDar, April 23. 


A meſſage fone the Lords informed the Houſe that their 
Lordſhips had agreed to ſeveral Bills, and paſſed e to 
which t bey deſired the concurrence of that Houſe, 


INN. KEEPERS AND SOLDIERS, 


The A at War gave notice, that the next Sy " 
ſhould move for leave to bring in a Bill to relieve inn-keepers 
of part of the burdens under which they at preſent laboured, 

and alſo that he ſhould have a propoſition to ſubmit on . 
eſtimates which were then before the n | 
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General Macleod ſaid, he underſtood from public rumour, 


that on account of the preſent dearneſs of proviſions, his Ma- 


jeſty had given directions for an allowance of nine-pence a 
week to all non- commiſſioned officers and privates. The Ge- 
neral wiſhed to know of the Secretary at War if that rumour 
was right? If it was, he ſhould have N to obſerve to 
che Houſe upon the ſubject. 

The Secretary at War ſaid, he Rid not preciſely know to 


| hot order or direction the Hon. Member alluded. It had 
been propoſed that bread ſhould be given to the ſoldiers in 


kind, inſtead of money to purchaſe it, by way of avoiding the 
inconvenience ariſing from the dearneſs of it; and that was 
the only thing he knew of, that ſeemed to apply to the ſub- 


| ject to which the Hon. Member alluded. 


General Macleod ſaid, that the allowance he alluded to was 
ſuppoſed to have been ordered within this week. | 

Sir Fehn Frederick moved, that the Order of the Day, for 
the ſecond reading of the Dead Body Bill, be poſtponed 
until the other Orders of the 8 were Vr * ne 
dered. 5 


| DUTCH PROP ERTY BILL. 


This Bill went into a ſurther Committee. 
Mr. Ryder then opened the general nature of the Bill, It 
was an amendment of the Bill of this ſeſſion for regulating the 


importation, &c. of Dutch property. 


General Macleod did not oppoſe the Bill, but he wiſhed the 
Houſe to obſerve that miniſters had been moſt culpably neg- 
ligent in not bringing it forward ſooner; if they had, great ad- 
vantages would have arifen to this country out of it; for by 
the general derangement of the public affairs of almoſt all the | 
powers of Europe, England might have become the depot of 


the chief of the moveable property of Holland. 


Mr. Ryder ſaid, that if the Hon. Gentleman had happened 
to attend his duty i in Parliament, early in the prefent ſeſſion, 
he would have known that Adminiſtration had done the very 
thing which he now accuſed them of neglecting. They had 
taken the earlieſt poſſible opportunity for regulating the mode 
of legally importing property from Holland. They had gone 
further, they had adviſed the iffuing an order of Council for 
that purpoſe, before an Act could be paſſed, a thing in itſelf il- 
legal, but which was juſtified by neceſſity, and bore: the 
parties concerned in adviſing it were indemnified.. 

General Macleod felt no difficulty in believing the account of 
the illegality of the conduct of his Majeſty's preſent adviſers ; 
but he ſaid, he would * allert what he wiſhed Wy ON 


—_ 
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through the medium of that Houſe, to know, that in conſe- 
quence of the negligence of miniſters, a great deal of Dutch 

roperty, which ought to have come to England, went to Ham- 
Sn. and Dantzic. He defied miniſters to deny this aſ- 
fetten A ge 9 2 | 5 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the Day, 
which was to go into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the 
Bill for augmenting the Royal corps of Artillery, and for pro- 
viding for the navy ſeafaring men out of the militia.  _ 

The Houſe being in a Committee, he propoſed three.clauſes. 
The firſt had for its object the regulating the power of officers, 
during the abſence of the commander: The ſecond for re- 
gulating the law, with regard to thoſe who were officers in 
the militia, and officers alſo in the fencibles: The third, re- 
{toring to his Majeſty the power of diſmiſſing officers in certain 
caſes out of the militia, a power which the Crown had ever 
ſince the eſtabliſhment of that body, until the paſſing of the 
Bill in the year 1786. That power of the Crown was then 
omitted, whether inadvertently, or by deſign, he was unable to 
learn; but he ſaw no reaſon for the omiſhon ; on the contrary, 
he thoughtit a neceſſary power, e 8 | 
Upon each of theſe clauſes there was ſome converſation. 
On the laſt, General Macleod faid it was a dangerous power to 
be truſted in the hands of the Crown. It was well known 
that one of the moſt ſplendid orations that was ever made by 
the late Earl of Chatham, was againſt the uſe of the prerogative 
of the Crown, in diſmiſſing an officer in the regulars. If it 
was a dangerous power over the regulars, what muſt it be over 
the militia? _ | % dg A . 

Colonel Sloane, Mr. Baſtard, Mr. Loveden, and other officers 
in the militia, approved of the clauſe; Mr. Courtenay was 
againſt it; after a ſhort converſation, the Committee divided, 
i 5 For the Clauſe — N 45 
Bo Againſt it — — | 
The Bill then, with all the clauſes, paſſed the Committee. 

The Bill for preventing delay in the election of Members of 
Parliament for Scotland paſſed the Committee, 

The Report was received immediately, ordered to be 
taken into further conſideration on Tueſday next, and to be 
printed, „ | e | 

„ EFV 

The queſtion was then put, that the Dead Body Bill be now 
re ad a ſecond time. ts i 

Sir John Frederick obſerved that the Houſe was too thin 

to proceed on this buſineſs, It had been delayed from time to 
TIER LT K 2 time; 
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time; but he was determined to bring it forward as early as 

poſſible ; ; and for that purpoſe he moved that this * read 

a ſecond time on Tueſday next. | 
Mr. Taylor moved that the Houſe be counted. 
There being only 21 Members proves an adjournment 


neceflarily took place leeds 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, April 24. 


RECAL OF THE VICEROY OF IRELAND. | 
"ies ſeveral Bills had been received and read, and the. 


buſineſs of the day diſpatched, as far as regarded Bills, Fe. 


Eur Fitzavilliam ſaid, it was impoſſible for him to appear 
in that Houſe, without taking the earlieſt opportunity of en- 
deavouring to procure an inveſtigation into the cauſe and cir- 


cumitances of his ſudden recal, in the midſt of a-moſt ardu- 


ous and critical ſeſſion of Parliament, from a neighbouring 
kingdom, where he had the honour to fill the high othce of 


Lord Lieutenant, and repreſentative of his Majeſty. - So ex- 


traordinary a circumſtance as his ſudden recal, when matters of 
the higheſt importance were depending in the Iriſh Parliament, 
ſo fingularan vccuirence had not eſcaped the notice of the Pub- 
lic of both kingloms; and although it was not known whether 
he had done any thing inconſiſtent with his truſt, or againſt the 
intereſts of the kingdom, or whether his Majeſty? s miniſters, 
who had recalied him, were to blame—it was obvious to 


every man that blame was imputable ſomewhere. To ſay 
nothing, thercfore, how much a matter of moment and im- 


portance it was to inſtitute an inveſtigation in juſtice to the 
feelings and honour of an individual, inſignificant like him- 
felf, it would {urely be admitted, that it was of the ut- 
moſt moment and importance to ſet the public mind at reſt 
on a matter that had much engaged their attention, and 
created a great deal of ill-humour in both countries. Mi- 
niſters had in both Houſes of Parliament declared, that no 
imputation of blame, on account of his ſudden recal, would 
on inquiry be ſound to attach to them. He roſe as proudly 
to aſſert on his part, that he defied his Majeſty's miniſters to 


proveth at imputation of blame in the ſmalleſt degree belong- 


ed to him. Miniſters by their declarations had given their 
Lordſhips, the Houſe of Commons, and the Public, to ima- 
gine that he had been to blame. He peremptorily denied it. 


Miniſters had thrown gown the gauntlet—he accepted it, 
F< | | 'T bg 


. 
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The Public had formed an opinion one way or the other; it 


remained with miniſters to bring the queſtion at iſſue to the 


teſt, by inſtituting an inveſtigation, and thereby enabling the 


Public to decide on juſt grounds. He did not by any means 


wiſh to interfere with public buſineſs, and therefore he could 
offly expreſs his earneſt wiſh that the moſt early open day 
might be appointed for the purpoſe of inquiry into a matter, 


that had been the ſubject of ſo much converſation, and ex- 


cited ſo much uneaſineſs ; but as miniſters alone could know 


when it would be leaſt inconvenient for them to attend, with- 
out injury to their other important duties, it reſted with them 


to name the day, _ 00 . | 
Lord Grenville (aid, he had "oy ever felt more real 


concern, more anxiety, or more uneafineſs, than at finding 
' himſelf under the neceſſity of riſing to ſay any thing on a 


ſubject, which he had hoped would not haye been brought 
under public diſcuſſion. With regard to the declaration of 
miniſters in both Houſes of Parliament alluded to by the 
Noble Earl, thoſe declarations had been neceſſarily and indeed 


unavoidably called forth in refutation of charges urged againſt 
them by others, and which it was incumbent on them either 
to repel, or, by tacitly ſubmitting to them, to appear to admit 


their validity. In ſaying this he begged to be underſtood, as 
referring merely to what paſſed in that Houſe, to which moſt 
of their Lordſhips were witneſſes. He knew nothing, nor 


did he undertake to ſay what had paſſed elſewhere. He did 


not conceive, that the mere fact of miniſters having adviſed his 
Majeſty to recal a Viceroy of Ireland, warranted the inference 


that it implied blame on either party, afforded cauſe of public 


complaint, or was of itſelf a fit ground for Parliamentary 
diſcuſſion and proceeding. Having therefore no charge to 


7 bring forward againſt the Noble Earl, of courſe he had no 


day to propoſe for an inveſtigation of which he ſaw no ne- 


ceſſity. If therefore, unfortunately, the Noble Earl ſhould per- 
ſidſt in calling for an inquiry, the naming of the day for it, and 


the propoſing the mode of proceeding, muſt reſt with him. 


Earl Fitzwilliam expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the Noble Lord's 
conceiving that no inveſtigation was neceſſary into the cauſe 


of the ſudden recal of a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in the 


midſt of a moſt important and critical ſeſſion of Parliament 
in that kingdom—when matters of the utmoſt moment to its 


moſt eſſential intereſts, brought forward under his counte- 


nance, were in agitation. It was, he ſaid, notorious, that 
for a whole week together he had been held out to the Public 
as having been guilty of the groſſeſt miſconduct in his ſitua- 


tion of Viceroy, and that it had been even faid, that he was 
VVV | purſuing 
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purſuing meaſures in Ireland, not only injurious to the in- 
tereſts of that kingdom, but ſubverſive of all governments 
whatever. Theſe charges he could not take upon him to 
aſſert had been made by miniſters themſelves, but they had 
at leaſt been connived at and countenanced, by having been 
acquieſced in and ſuffered to paſs uncontradicted. The 
Noble Secretary of State had ſaid, that no charge had been 
brought againſt him, and that miniſters had made their de- 
clarations in Parliament merely in their own neceſſary de- 
fence. Did the Noble Secretary of State really think, that 
the ſudden recal of a Lord Lieutenant under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, eircumſtances ſo deeply involving the tranquillity and 
order of the people of Ireland, and perhaps the ſafety of 
that kingdom, amounted to no charge? Were miniſters to be 
informed that they drew the indictment and preferred it 
againſt him before the grand jury of the Public, when they 
ſent him his recal ? They muſt have had ſtrong grounds for 
ſo ftrong a meaſure; they could not have recalled him from 
motiyes of perſonal diſlike, becauſe they would equally have 
operated againſt his appointment in the firſt inſtance; nor 
could he ſuppoſe that their eonduct originated in trivial cauſes, 
If they could induce themſelves to believe, or imagined they 
ſhould be able to make the Public believe, that it was a matter 
of flight importance, he flattered himſelf they would find them- 
ſelves miſtaken. Having been arraigned on their indictment, 
he was anxious to come to trial. He felt his own honour im- 
licated in the event at ifſue between them, and he therefore 
implored his Majeſty's miniſters to do him that juſtice which 
he had a right to expect, and by naming a day as early as 
poſſible for inveſtigation, afford the means of doing that 
which was certainly of no ſmall importance, ſet the public 
mind at reſt upon a point reſpecting which the public mind 
had undoubtedly been a good deal agitated. He hoped there- 
fore, notwithſtanding what had fallen from the Noble Secree 
tary of State, he would condeſcend to name as early a day 
for the inveſtigation, as the nature of public buſineſs would 
admit. | pea £ L 
The Earl of Moira faid, he entirely agreed with the Noble 
Secretary of State, that the change or recal of a Viceroy of 
Ireland did not neceſſarily implicate either the perſon removed, 
or thoſe who adviſed the change, in any blame; neither was it 
of itſelf either a fit or a neceſſary ground for a Parliamentary 


roceeding ; but in the caſe of the Noble Earl, who had that 


day called upon miniſters to inſtitute an inquiry in juſtice to 
his own honour, and in order to ſatisfy the Public, it could 
by no means be conſidered as a ſimple recal of a Viceroy. - 
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It was connected with charges fo extenſive, and involved 
conſiderations of ſuch high importance, that it could not be diſ-— 

poſed of ſo eaſily as the ordinary change of a Chief Governor 

of Ireland might be under other circumſtances.” It would not 
be proper for him to enter at large into a diſcuſhon of the 
ſubject, conſcious as he was that there was no queſtion be- 
fore the Houſe, nor did he mean to do it in the abſence. of 
| ſo many Noble Lords, who, had they received notice that ſo 
important a diſcuſſion was likely to take place, would cer- 
tainly have attended their duty; but he muſt be allowed to 
ſay that the recal of the Noble Earl had been ſent in ſo ex- 
traordinary a moment, in the midſt of an arduous and diffi- 
cult ſeſſion of Parliament in Ireland, when meaſures of the 
moſt critical nature, which had met with popular applauſe 
throughout the kingdom, were in progreſs, that it muſt have 
occurred to the idea of every man, that either the Viceroy 
recalled, had been guilty of ſome groſs miſconduct in his 

high office, or that the miniſters who adviſed his recal, were 
themſelves to blame. He did not pretend to point the blame 
to any particular quarter, If it ought to reſt upon the Noble 

Ear], and that ſhould ſo appear upon inquiry, let it attach to 

him, and let due puniſhment follow : On the other hand, if 

it ſhould turn out that it belonged to others, with them it 

_ ought to reſt. But at any rate an inveſtigation was neceflary 
to be inſtituted ; the ſituation of Ireland in conſequence of 

the recal was critical and dangerous, which made it indiſpen- 
fibly requiſite, and, what was of perhaps nearly equal im- 

portance, the public mind had been a good deal occupied and 
conſiderably agitated on the occaſion z every conſideration 


therefore called for inquiry, and if his Majeſty's miniſters 


ſhould ſtill. perſiſt in refuſing either out of reſpect to the No- 
ble Earl's honour, or what was due to the feelings of public 
Juſtice, he thought the Noble Earl ought, from motives of 
reſpect to both, to name a day himſelf, and make the motion 
proper for that purpoſe. _ | 8 


The Duke of Norfolk owned himſelf not a little ſurpriſed at 
the manner in which this buſineſs had been treated by his 
Majeſty's miniſters. It was not for their Lordſhips at that 
moment to decide, whether the blame of the ſudden recal of 
the late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, under circumſtances ſo 
extraordinary, belonged to the Noble Earl or to miniſters ; 
but it muſt ſuggeſt itſelf to the mind of every one of their 
Lordſhips that blame was due ſomewhere. He had imagined 
that the moment the matter was mentioned-in that Houſe, his 
Majeſty's miniſters would have come fairly forward, and ſhewn 
themſelyes anxious for inveſtigation by joining iſſue w"_ bk 
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Noble Earl, and leaving it to the impartial judgment of their 
Lordſhips to pronounce who had been to blame. If he rightly 
underſtood the Noble Secretary of State, he had ſaid, that he 
had no charge to make againſt the Noble Earl, and defired no 
inveſtigation z but if, unfortunately, the Noble Earl ſhould perſiſt. 
in calling for an inquiry, it would reſt with him to propoſe the 
day. It appeared therefore that there were two parties, rather 
delicately ſituated. Both were deeply intereſted in the ifſue of 
the inveſtigation, but neither choſe to inſtitute it. One was 
defirous of inquiry, and called upon the other to bring it for- 
ward; the other ſaid, No, we make no charge, nor deſire 
any inveſtigation ; if you infiſt on it, name your day.” In his 
humble opinion, the Duke ſaid, their Lordſhips were bound to 
recollect, that there was a third party of great importance, 
| who had a right to be informed of the cauſes and grounds 
of one of the molt extraordinary political events that had oc- 
curred in modern times: That third party was the Public, in 
whoſe behalf it was the indiſpenſible duty of their Lordſhips 
to inſtitute an inquiry. Under that impreſſion, as an inde- 
pendent Peer of Parliament, he would reſcue the two ptincipal 
3 from their dilemma, by taking the matter out of their 

ands, and would at once ſave their delicacy by moving ts 
the Lords be ſummoned for the firſt open day. ” 

It being hinted that Thurſday was the firſt open day, 
His Grace named Thurſday next, and deſired their Lord- | 
ſhips to conſider what he had ſaid as a notice, that he would 
on that day move for a Committee of Inquiry, on the ſubject 
of the late ſudden recal of the Lord ae e of. re- 
r | | 5 
HAIR- POWDER: 


Lord * e, as ſoon as the order was made * the third 
reading of the Bill impoſing a tax on Hair-Powder, for Tueſ- 
day next, ſaid, that though the Bill was deferred, he hoped the 
delay would not be urged againſt the clauſe he intended to pro- 
Poſe in favour of half-pay officers, as an argument on the 

und of additional time that it would neceſfarily take be- 
ore a new Bill ſhould receive the royal aſſent, ſuppoſing that 
the other Houſe of Parliament (if the clauſe met with the re- 
ception of the vue) ould” RO out the . and bring 1 in 
a new one. 


HOUSE 


a 
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__- HOUSE OF COMMONS © 
FriDAY, April 24 01 lr e 
, ras >] 3-2 Ine 
Mr. Erſkine preſented a petition. from the Mayor and In- 
habitants of Portſmouth, claiming the attention of the Houſe 
to the preſent high price of proviſions. | The petition ſtated, 
that the preſent high price of proviſions was attended, with 
great diſtreſs to the lower claſſes, and had a tendency to ex- 


cite public diſcontent; and prayed that the Houfe might adopt 


ſuch meaſures as to their wiſdom ſhould ſeem. meet, in order 
to remedy the evil, and prevent the tumult which it 0 75 


otherwiſe occaſion.— The petition was ordered to lie on 4 


Mk. GRENVILLE'S ELECTION COMMITTEE BLI. 
The Order of the Day was read for the Houſe to go into a 
Committee upon the Bill to regulate the law with reſpect to 

ballots in caſes of controverted elections. 67 Fr 91 


Mr. Fox objected to the clauſe diminiſhing the number of | 


Members required to be preſent, before the Houſe can proceed 
to ballot, Of the reduction of the number of Members from 
roo to 60 he decidedly diſapproved. He rather wiſhed, if any 
_ alteration took place, that the number ſhould be increaſed from 
100 to 200. It had been a complaint, and a very juſt one, that 
the trial of elections had hitherto been in too few hands. 
The propoſed reduction, however, would put the trial of elec- 
tions into fewer hands, and it might then be fairly apprehend- 
ed that the greater number of Members who would try con- 
troverted elections, would be in the intereſt of the Executive 


Government. There was alſo another point to which he 


wiſhed more particularly to call the attention of the Committee, 
viz. that a number of Election Committees ſhould be ap- 
pointed on one day; and this might eaſily be effected if the 
Houſe would compel the attendance of Members. | 


My. Themas Grenville confeſſed, that, the reduction which- 
he had originally propoſed, of the number of Members neceſ-+ 


ſary to form a ballot, was too ſmall. After ſome diſcuſſion 


with ſeveral Members, he had been convinced that fixty was 
too low a number, and he therefore meant to propoſe that the 
number thould be 75. ' Seventy-five'was a larger proportion 


to 11 (the number of Members which he meant to propoſe 


ſhould compoſe the Committee), than 100 to 15, the preſent 


amount of the Members compoſing Committees. 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, that- he did not object that the proportion of 
75 was not great enough to the number of 11 Members pro- 

oſed to be choſen, but that it was not great enough to 558 
Members of the Houſe, whoſe duty it was to attend on ſuch 
occaſions. Out of the whole number it ſurely was. not un- 
reaſopable to compel. the attendance of 100. He thought that 
there was a very- great lng to the deciſion of caſes 

of controverted elections alling into the hands of a few 

Members. 1 
M. Francis faid; that he ſhould if der it as Aifpracefuk 
to the Houſe, if, when Members were found to neglect their 

quty, inſtead of "Teeking to provide a, remedy for the incon- 
yenience, they, ſhould be intent. only, under 115 
Fulation, to introduce an apology for their own bemidnets,” bo 

Mr. Sylvefter Douglas thought, that the numbers ought not 
to be reduced beloẽã Yoo—as: 75 however es nearer 
to 10 than 60, heiſhquld agree to it. | 
Mr. Pawys conceived, that Aale remedies mould not 
| be reſorted to in ordinary caſes. | IT 1 vine 

Mr. Higſey obſerved, that this was an ordiennegis;: . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer wiſhed to preſerve the great 
e of Mr. Grenville's Act; an Act of which every Mem- 
ber had experienced the good effects. At the fame time he wiſh- 
ed to conſult the convenience of Members, if their convenience 
did not militate againſt the advantages of that Act. He con- 
curred in opinion with Mr. Fox, that it would be proper to 
appoint as many Election Committees in one day as pollible z 
and in order to procure ſo many Committees, he would con- 
ſent to the reduction of the original number below 100. The 

mode of producing an attendance ought, in his opiniqn, 0 be 
compulſory, particularly after a general election. 

The Speaker ſaid, that the Bill had two objects in view z 
the one was, to appoint a proper tribunal to try elections; the 
other; ta prevent that delay which had hitherto ſo diſgraced the 
Houſe. He was perſuaded, that a compulſory, mode of, pro- 
ducing an attendance, would be found to be eee. He 
preferred the ariginal number of 100 to 75 5 

Mr. Foxy alluding to the argument of convenience, fad. 
that if by convenience were meant that Gentlemen ſhould not 
be detained five hours, when the buſineſs might be diſpatched. 
in one, he ſſiould certainly vote for any meafure that tended to 
produce; that effect; but if it meant that 75 Members would 
be a better number than 3oo, becauſe attendance upon elec- 
tions was a part of their duty which Members did not like 
to diſcharge, he certainly ſhould not ſupport ſuch con- 


_ vegience. 8 FO, os 


ſhap e of a re- 5 
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Sir ſilliam Hulteney and the Mer of the"Rolls made few 
oblammationat after which-it was underſtood; thatithe propoſed 
reduction to 95 was to berabandoned, and 8 ee 
of lo to remain in the preſent Bill. 51 horogqtth's 

The Committee then proceeded: tent the 5 
for reducing the number, from which the Election Com- 
mittees were to be ſtruck off, from 49 to 27, and for reducing 
the number of Members er che eee 5 

X0-J Tye 17577 "R by" + » 
A diviſion took race en this point, when the numbers. 


IV wee, 85 — 
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25 id Sib Majority 1 
The Chairman pee progreſs, and the Comtnince ws 
| appointed to bt Ne Thurſday. if 


5 EAR! FITZWILLIAM. nar hn! 
1 Milton Cid; that he wiſhed for DOTY Forgot 1 
attention of the Houſe to a circumſtance which had lately 
taken place in a neighbouring kingdom the ſiſmriſſion of Earl 
Fitzwilliam from the high ſituation which he held in the go- 
vernment of Ireland. He underſtood chat on a 1 mer occa- 
ſion a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) bad "Card, : Whatever 
might be the cauſes of the removal of the Noble Lord, no 


blame whatever attached to his Majeſty's miniſtefs in 5 


country——an aſſertion which ſeemed eo imply, that che blam 
muſt neceffarily attach elfewhere. Tt was proper that „there 


ſhould be ſome inquiry made into the graunds of this inknua- 


tion, in order to aſcertain to whit quarter the blame really be- 
longed. He Wiſhed" therefore to know, whether miniſters 
were prepared to on A 85 for-the inveſtigation of. the 

ſubjec i ovig 414 > 2rroly 374 933 bv n cer A 
Die Chancellor of the were Hig; that all 8 beard 

him on the former obeaſſon would beTeniible that he Pad th 
ſaid nothing which called upohhim to 4ppodint any day . 
inveſtigation of the ſubjech or made him feel! it any part o of. 

his duty to enter at alk inte che diſcufſion. | 

Mr. Jelyll ſaid; that he could not help feeking ſome degret 
of indignation, chat miniſters ſnould come forward to afſext 
that no blame attached to them, and afterwards decline to ap- 
point a day of inquiry, in ortler to afford an opportunity of ex- 

culpation to thoſe Who were the objects of their inſinuated 
cenſure- The Whole of the tranſaction alluded to by 55 
Noble Lord Was“ before the 1 and perhaps muünilerd 
acted 
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acted wiſely in ſhrinking from inquiry, as they muſt be wel! 
aware that their ſhare in the buſineſs was of fuch a nature as 
could by no means bear inveſtigation. ' But though they might 
be diſpoſed to flinch from the queſtion, it became that Houſe 
to adopt a different conduct. When ſuch ſerious conſequences 
had been produced; when a whole country had been thrown 
into a ſtate of extreme agitation, and an opening afforded for 
the worſt conſequences of political diſſenſion; Few union 
of the Britiſh empire had been endangered, at a period too, 
when its moſt important intereſts were at ſtake, it was proper 
that there ſhould be ſome inquiry into the cauſes of theſe alarm- 
ing evils, in order to aſcertain who were the men from whoſe 
miſconduct they originated. With this view he ſhould pro- 
poſe ſome day to be appointed for the conſideration of this 
momentous ſubject. And he truſted that the Houſe would 
feel it to be their duty to enter into the diſcuſſion, from what- 
ever quarter the propoſition might proceed. He concluded 
with giving notice that on the firſt open day he ſhould move for 
a day to be appointed for the Houſe to inſtitute an inquiry into 
the grounds of the diimiſſion of Earl Fitzwilliam from the 
ſituation of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. Friday next was the 
day appointed for the motion. e e 
%%% // 
Mr. Secretary at War preſented to the Houſe (according to 
order) a Bill for increaſing the rates of ſubſiſtence to be paid 
to innkeepers and others, on quartering ſoldiers during. the 
| preſent war; and the ſame was received, and read the firſt 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on the Monday 
„„ A ane Rn rr COPLEY 
3 ©... VETERINARY COLLEGE, DE I ach 
Mr. Sumner moved, that the petition of the Veterinary Col- 
lege be reſerred to the Committee of Supply, 
Mr. Powys moved the previous queſtion, to give the Houſe a 
Jonger conſideration upon rr. 
" It. Sumner then entered into a general ſtatement of the in - 
ſtitution, and the advantages reſulting from it. He recapitu- 
Jated all the practical experiments in the army upon gun-ſhot 
wounds, &c. in horſes, an the authority of the Earl of Pem- 
broke and other officers, whereby he contended that he was 
warranted in conſidering it as of material ſaving to the nation. 
This was the only country, he obſerved, without ſuch a uſeful 
eſtabliſhment by public authority, France, Spain, Auſtria, 
Pruſſia, Sardinia, all have it; here ouly it has been made bx 
the ſubſcription of a ſew individuals, which is conſequently in- 
adequate to carry it into proper effect; and yet even Foun as 
| 2 1 | their 


* 
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their reſources have been, they have educated a number of 
pupils, who have ſince diſperſed themſelves and ſettled in 
various country towns, to the extenſion of ſcience and the be- 
nefit of the community. „ | | 
_. Mr. Powys explained his intention for moving the previous 
queſtion, merely to gain ſome time for the conſideration, of the 
| Ne in ſupport of which the documents to him appeared 
The Chancellor f the Exchequer ſupported Mr. Sumner, and 
| obſerved, that the experiment was at firſt but for one year, the 
| advantages of which would be demonſtrated by the trial. Mr. 
Sumner's motion was carrier. 72 392 
The Houſe went into a Committee to take into conſidera- 
tion the petition of — Meredith, reſpecting a depoſit of 
money paid into the Exchequer, on the purchaſe of lott 
tickets, by a perſon who acted as his agent, and which had been "20 
| forfeited from his ignorance of the forms of the tranſaction. 5 
After a few words from Mr. Hufſty and the Chancellor of the 8 
Exchequer, a reſolution was come to, which was read a firſt and 
ſecond time, when the Chairman reported progreſs, and aſked 
leave to.bt ago. od. 33G RX Al 
Sir John Frederick moved that the Order of the Day, for the 
ſecond reading of the Dead Body Bill, be poſtponed till Wed- 
nelde n : VVV ; 
Mr. Wigley moved the Order of the Day, for the. Houſe to 
go into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the Bill for the 
relief of the widows and families of privates and non-com- 
miſſioned officers ſerving in the militia. | 
Mr. Powys ſtated two clauſes in favour of the widows and 
families of ſubſtitutes ſerving in the militia, which aſter ſome 
obſervations from Mr, Wigley, were brought up and read a 
| firſt and ſecond time in the Committee. The report ordered 
to be received on Monday net. 1 
The Order of the Day for the ſecond reading of the Datchet 
Canal Bill being moved, „ | 8 
Mr. Mainwaring ſhortly ſtated his objections to the Bill, 
and likewiſe the thinneſs of the Houſe; he therefore moved 
that the ſecond reading be put off till that day three months. 
Upon which a divifion took place; for the ſecond reading, 
W e, , 
$Voer 1 . 

JJ a os, 0 IS - e 
As ſecond diviſien took place on a motion for calling in 
counſel, which was negatived. The Bill was then proceeded 

_ 'in,—Adjpurned W! . 
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"ai ee et HOUSE. OF. LORDS: WENT, 
. vr. ITS Monxpar, April 27. i 120% 


Tord Gele delivered a meſſage EG his „ Majeſty, lich 
as read firſt by the Lord een, n aer red by the 
Clerk at che table. 

He then moved, e the metlzge 8 che Shag: his taken 
into confideration. on Friday next, we chat the Lords be fum- 
moned.—.Ordered. 

be Bills on the table vere read, and feyeral nne, Bill 
received from the Commons. 


2 nl bed  y0USE, oF F COMMONS, 0 oe 
| £4 7% . Mornar, April 27. Fs 4 4 e | 


22 Alalntusr in preſented a petition Nom a large date 
of Britiſh ſervants, complaining of che encouragement given 
to foreigners; but no Member appearing t to ſecond it, it could 
not be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Powys gave notice of his i intention to move for 95 ta 
bring in a Bill for more e enz deficiont e 
and falſe balances. | | 


BSTABLISHMENT OF rug PRINCE. of, wares, AND PROVISION 


The Chancellor of the Br ket pepe 6 the following 
| Meſſage from his Majeſty, whick,v was * * the e Pp: 


= GEORGE REx. 


« His Majeſty relies on the liberality and affeRion of his Faithful Com- 
mons, and on the cordial intereſt which they have manifeſted in the happy 
4 4 event of the nuptials of the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, that they will he 
ready to concur in ſuch proviſion as they may judge neceſſary, to enable his 
Majeſty to ſettle an eſtabliſhment for. the Prince and een, 10 ther | 
rank and dignity. : 
te On an occaſion, in all 1 25 relpects fo 8 bis Majckty. feels 
the deepeſt regret in being under the neceſſity of communicating to the Houſe, 
that the benefit of ny ſettlement to be now made, cannot be effeRtually !e- 
cured to the Prince of Wales, without providing the means of freeing him 
from incumbrances to a large amount, to which he is now ſubject. 
« Anxious as his Majeſty muſt neceſſarily . be, particularly under the 
preſent circumſtances, to relieve the Prince of Wales from theſe difficulties, 
His m__— entertains no idea of Propoling to bis Parliament to make any 
4d 7 4 Proviſion 


* 


— —— — 


— 


ef wes PARLESMENTARY REPORT 765 


proviſion for this object, otherwiſe than by the application of a part of the 

income which may be ſettled on the Prince; but he earneſtly-reeommends it 
to the Houſe, to conſider of the propriety of thus providing for the graduab- 
diſcharge of theſe incumbranees, by appropriating and ſecuring for a given 

term, the revenues arifing from the Datchy of Cornwall, together with a 
proportion of the Prince's other annual income; and his Majeſty wilt be 
ready and deſirous to concur in any proviſions which the wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment may ſuggeſt, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a regular and punctaal 
order of payment, in the Prince's future expenditure, and of guarding 
againſt the poſſibility of the Prince 3 ee r in N Ne m_ 


. 1 5 EE 
175 1 12 6 7 (7 Nen R. g 


- The Chiantelher s of the Flakes hold moved, chat this Mage 
he referred to a Committee of Supply. | 
Colonel Stanley deſired, that His > Majeſty's Meſſage of the 2 
May" 1787, beread, 4079 

r. Grey obſerved, that it was very important for the Houſe 

to hear that Wange and the Nerger _ Houſe in anſwor 


to it. N . 41 4 - 
They were both llierefore read: N or 9 5 ter 344 uon 
The Meſſage Wunde ee FCFFFFFCCCT evan 


«© GEORGE Rex. 5 171771... 6 RTE 
It is with great concern bls Majedy wan the Houſe « in, 
that from the accounts which have been. laid before his NMajeſty by the 
Prince of Wales, it appears that the Prince has incurred, a debt to a large 
amount, which, if left to be diſcharged, out. of his, annual income, would 
render it i e or bi to luppoxt an etabliert 125 to bis rank, 
and ſtation. 

40 Painful gr at + albtimes. to his Mitel to NS) an 1 to the 5 
heavy expences neceſſarily barng by bis people, his Majeſty is induced, from, 
his paternal affection to the Prince of Wales, to recur to; the liber ality. and. 
attzchment; of his faithful Commons for their aſſiſtance, © on an occaſion o 
intereſting to his Majeſty 8 feelings, and to the eaſe and honour of ſo din 

guiſhecha branch of his Royel Family. . | 

Ti His Majeſty, could, not, oweyer 'ex Ao or aka re The: uf Uinek of his | 
Houſe, hut on a well- grounded Tae that the Pringe will wold. con- ; 
tracting any debts 1 in future, 2 e | 

% With a view to this object, and. Tom, an anxious defite to remove any 
poſſible doubt of the ſu ciency of the Prince” 5 income. to ſopport amply the 
dignity of bis fituation ; "his Majeſty Has Airefted” a ſum of 19,0001. per 
annum to be paid out of his "Civil Lift, in addition to che allowance which 
his Majety has hitherto given, him z and his Majeſty bas the ſatisfaRion to 
inform the Houle, that the Prince. of W ales has given his Majeſty the fulleſt 
aſſurance of his determination to confine his future expences within his in- 


come, and has, allo ſettled . A 2 for hs thoſe e N in the ſereral 


* 2 
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departments, and for fixing an order for payment under ſuch regulations a 
bis Majeſty. truſts will effectually ſecure the due execution of the Prince's 
intentions . 3 J ar ee Et ec. 
« His Majeſty will direct an eſtimate to be laid before the Houſe, of the 
ſum wanting to complete, in a proper manner, the work which has been un 
dertaken at Carleton · houſe, as ſoon as the ſame can be prepared with ſuffi- 
cient accuracy, and recommends it to his faithful Commons to conſider of 
making ſome proviſion for that purpoſe. 25 e e 
3 5 bs . „ 


The Addreſs was dated the 24th: of May 1787, and the 
Houſe of Commons complied with the wiſhes, and reiterated 
the ſentiments expreſſed by his Majeſty in the Meſſage. 

Colonel Stanley faid it was with regret that he found himſelf 
under the neceſſity of ſaying any thing upon the ſubject before 
the Houſe. That Houſe had already very liberally come for- 
ward to pay the debts of his Royal Highneſs. They were now 
called upon to diſcharge his debts a ſecond time. This being a 
buſineſs of the firſt importance, the Houſe ought to be fully 
attended, and for that purpoſe he thought a Call of the Houſe 
ſhould take place. He wiſhed that the eftabliſhment of his 
Royal Highneſs ſhould be as ſplendid as poſſible. But he would 
leave it to his own feelings, whether, in the diſtreſſed ſtate of 
the country, without inquiry and due deliberation,' he could 
abu apa that Houſe to diſcharge theſe debts. He did not 
wiſh to ſay any thing bordering on diſreſpect to his Royal 
Highneſs, or any one branch of the Royal Family; but ſurely 
the Houſe oughr to proceed deliberately on a matter of ſuch 
magnitude. He therefore wiſhed for a full attendance on the 
diſęuſſion of the ſubject. The ſituation of the country demand- 
ed it. A number of the Members of the Houſe had gone into 
the country under an idea that no more burdens, for the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion, were to be laid on their conſtituents. In all points 
of view, therefore, a Call of the Houſe appeared to him to be 
Necemary. . -  - TE 1 | 1 

De Speaker obſerved, that, in point of order and regularity 
of proceeding, it would be neceſſary to diſpoſe of the queſtion 

| — the Hott previous to any thing being ſaid on the ſub- 
ject of a Call of the Houle. When a motion ſhould be made 
with reſpect to the day of taking his Majeſty's Meſſage into 
conſideration, it would then be regular to bring forward the 
ſubject of the Call, to which the Hon. Member had alluded ; 
but the rules of the Houſe required that his Majeſty's Meſſage 
{ould be referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe. ; 

The CR way” of the Exchequer ſaid, it was his intention to 
move, that the Houſe ſhould go into a Committee of the 
vehole Houſe that day ſe'nnight, to conſider of this Meſſage 
| 6 | | mom 
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from his Majeſty. If the Houſe ſhould be of opinion, that 
the meaſure recommended ought to be adopted, he ſhould 
hope, he confeſſed, that the Hon. Gentleman would not preſs 
the motion for a Call of the Houſe. He did not wiſh in any 
degreeto diſguiſe the magnitude and importance of the ſubje 


before them; nor did he mean to expreſs leſs regret than was 


elt in common by every Member of that Houſe, as to the oc» 
caſion which called for their deliberation. At the ſame time he 
wiſhed to ſay, that it was evident from the Meſſage, that his Ma- 
jeſty's intimation went not to the length of requiring a ſpecific 
ſum to be advanced for the preſent, in order to diſcharge the 


principal of the debts of his Royal Highneſs. It was only to ſet 


apart a certain portion of that income which might be granted 
by the liberality of Parliament, to the gradual diſcharge of the 

debts of his Royal Highneſs. Whatever, therefore, Parliament 

out of that liberality might be diſpoſed to grant, was to be ap- 
| plied to free his Royal 3 rom the demands of his cre- 
ditors, a circumſtance the moſt eſſential to the real ſplendour and 
dignity of his Royal Highneſs. If Parliament were to grant 
an income to his Royal Highneſs, for the purpoſe of ſupport- 
ing that dignity and ſplendour, the firſt ſtep certainly ought to 
be to enable him to remove from his affairs all clogs and em- 
barraſſments. If it was the deſire of the Houſe that this ſhould 
be done, they would reflect that it could not be done effectu- 


ally, either to the ſatisfaction of the creditors of his Royal 


Highneſs, to his own eaſe and comfort, or with any view to 
certainty, except by enabling him to allot out of his income a 
certain part, as much as might appear neceſſary for that pur- 


pa If it ſhould be found that the whole ſum which ſhould 


be propoſed for the eſtabliſhment of his Royal Highneſs, was 
no more than the Houſe would have been diſpoſed to grant 
him, if his debts had never exiſted, in order to ſupport his 
houſehold, and to maintain his dignity, he truſted that the feel- 
| ings of Hon. Gentlemen would be fully ſatisfied. When he 
looked at the grants made to the Prince of Wales, the grand- 
father of his preſent Royal Highnels, at a time when the ſcale of 
 expence of living, to a perſon of any rank, was not in any reſpect 
_ nearly ſo high as it was at preſent, he owned, at the fame time 
that he lamented the neceſlity of the occaſion, that the ſum to 
be propoſed for his Royal Highneſs now mult be comparatively 

| ſmall. It would be but little more than had been granted to 
his grandfather, from the affection and the liberality, and he 


might add, the wiſdom and the prudence of Parliament. The | 


Houſe was under the unfortunare neceſſity of either determin- 
ing to leave his Royal Highneſs without relief, or adopting the 
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mode now propoſed, or ſome ſuch mode of relieving him ; and 


under all the circumſtances, he truſted they would not be 
much inclined to narrow the amount. He thought it neceſſary 

to ſtate thus much of the outline; a more particular diſcuſſion 

he thought it would not be proper for him to enter into in the 
preſent ſtage of the proceeding. This he would however add, 
that on the beſt conſideration he had been able to give to the 
ſubject, and to every thing conneCted with it, he was ready to 
ſay, that it was not only the intereſt of the Royal Family, but 
alſo the public duty of that Houſe, which they all felt ſatiſ- 
faction in diſcharging, to be liberal in allowances of this de- 
ſcription 3 becauſe the people were materially intereſted in the 

comfort, and even in the ſplendour and dignity of the Royal 
Family in all its branches. When theſe points therefore 
came to be conſidered, there would probably appear no neceſſity 

for that delay which a Call of the Houſe muſt neceſſarily oc- 
caſion. It could not be ſaid to be a thing brought forward on 
a ſudden, for an eſtabliſhment ſor his Royal Highneſs had long 


been a matter of general expectation. Befides, there were 


other queſtions of great public importance relative to the 


political ſtate of the country, remaining to be difcufſed. On 
the great queſtion of peace and war, notice had been given of 
a diſcuſſion; fo that there was no doubt that a full attendance 
would take-place without a Call of the Houſe, to enforce which 
would be attended with ſome inconvenience to individuals, and 
attended alſo with ſome delay of buſineſs. He ſhould therefore 
hope that the Hon. Gentleman would not perſift in his in- 
tention, and preſs for the Call. He concluded with moving, 
« That this Meſſage be taken into conſideration this day ſe'n- 
night.“ The queſtion being put, VVV 

Mr. Grey ſaid, no Member of that Houſe, who felt it his 
duty to give any oppoſition to any part of the eſtabliſhment of 


his Royal Highneſs, could help feeling the moſt unpleaſant 


ſenſations; at the ſame time, however that might be, he was 


perſuaded that no Member who felt that to be his duty, would 
_ paſs it by, becauſe the taſk was diſagreeable. In his opinion, 


a more important ſubject than this could hardly have come 
under the conſideration of that Houſe; particularly under the 
circumſtances of this country at this moment. This was the 
fecond application to Parliament to pay the debts of his Royal 
Highneſs, and that too after a folemn promiſe had been made 
that no future debt ſhould be incurred. He did not mean to 
fay that the Right Hon. Gentleman, who brought the ſubject 
forward, had any. improper intention; but the manner in 
which he had brought-it forward was, he feared, calculated to 
| | create 
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create a miſunderſtanding with the Public. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had treated this as an additional income to his 
Royal Highneſs. Let it however be done in what ſhape, or 
under what colour, it might, it was in ſubſtance neither more 


nor leſs than a proviſion from Parliament to pay the debts of 


his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales; and he thouglit there 
could not be a more improper mode of doing it than that of 


adopting a plan by which the Public were likely to miſunder- 


ſtand the thing to be done. It would make no difference to 
the Public ultimately, if it were done in another manner, and 
it might as well be ſo done at once, viz. to pay the debts of 
his Royal Highneſs in a ſum of money, and to create a tax 
avowedly and ſpecifically for that purpoſe; it muſt. come to 


that at laſt, and what was the uſe of Aer it? He wiſhed 
the thing to be plainly, fairly, and diſtinctly done, that the 


Public might clearly ſee what burdens they were to bear for 
his Royal Highneſs. Under theſe impreſſions he could not 


help thinking, that the mode propoſed was objectionable, and 
that, after all that had been ſaid, Parliament would be called 
upon, and that at no very diſtant period, to provide for an im- 
menſe debt, on account of his Royal Highneſs. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman who brought this buſineſs forward had ſaid, 
that confidering all things, the ſum propoſed was not greater 
than the Houſe would be diſpoſed to grant to his Royal High- 
neſs, to ſupport his ſplendour and dignity, even if he had no 


debt. When the Houſe came to conſider the diminution of _ 
the national income, the increaſe of our burdens, and the ſti 


greater increaſe of them that we are to expect; conſidering 


likewiſe how very heavily the Public were taxed already, and 


how much more heavily they muſt ſtill be taxed, he could not 


help ſaying that the Right Hon. Gentleman's was not the beſt 
way of conſidering the ſubject. At a time when the cries of 


the ſtarving poor were aſſailing us on all ſides, he thought 


that the Houſe would not be doing its duty, by granting eſta- 
bliſhments to Princes, with a profuſion unparalleled. He had 
heard much of the dignity of his Royal Highneſs. He was 


of opinion that the beſt dignity of the Prince of Wales would 


be maintained by his ſhewing a feeling heart for the poor, and 


that he was unwilling to add to their diſtreſſes. That would 
be dignity ſuperior. to any thing he could gain by ſplendour 


of appearance. He left Gentlemen to judge whether they 


had any pleaſing proſpect from what was at preſent propoſed, 


He would fay no more at that moment; he was afraid of pro- 
ceeding. He did not mean nor wiſh to give offence to that 
Auguſt Perſonage. He hoped, however, the Call of the Houſe 


would be enforced. 
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34 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Councons, 
Mr. Curwen regretted, as much as any Member of that 
Houſe, that there ſhould be any objection to the meaſure; but 
he muſt perform his duty as a Member of Parliament. He 
muſt ſay he was not ſatisfied. He wiſhed to ſee ſome provi- 
fions, on which the Houſe could rely, that no. further debt 
ſhould be incurred on the part of his Royal Highneſs. Some 
meaſure ſhould be adopted to put that out of his power, and 
that meaſure ſhould be brought forward for the conſideration of 
the Houſe. As to the obſervation of the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, that Parliament were to grant no more to his Royal 
Highneſs than would have been given to him if he had no 
debt, he muſt obſerve, it was not the way to proceed under 
the preſent condition of affairs. He wiſhed Gentlemen to, 
turn their eyes to a neighbouring country, and recolle& what 
brought on its great convulſions; it was not from the exerciſe 
of tyrannical power, for the hate government there was ad-: 
mitted to have been a mild one; it aroſe out of a lamentable 
_ negligence about the finances; it was that ſort of negligence. 
which plunged France into its calamities: It was not the ex- 
travagance of the Monarch, for no man was more economical 
than Louis XVI. but the extravagance of the Princes. — That 
truth, he truſted, would be well remembered. He was de- 
cidedly in favour of a Call of the Houſe. | RES 
T he Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the Hon. Gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt ſeemed to have forgotten part of the Meſ, 
ſage of his Majeſty; by the laſt paragraph in it, he would ſee 
that the very proviſion againſt incurring further debt was ex- 
prelsly recommended; he therefore defired that that part of 
the Meſſage might be read, which was done. „5 
- Mr. Powys ſaid, that though he could not agree with the 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grey), that the mode propoſed by his 
Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Pitt) was the moſt exceptionable 
meaſure that could be adopted, yet he thought the Houſe 
ought to mark their ſenſe of the novelty and importance of 
the occaſion, by adopting the motion for the Call of the Houſe. 
He was averſe to go much at large in the preſent ſtage of the 
buſineſs. He hoped the Right Hon. Gentleman would more 
fully explain the nature of the whole tranſaction, before he 
called upon that Houſe to come to any deciſion. Notwith- 
ſtanding his reluQtance to make any declaration, he could not 
help joining in the feelings which his Majeſty himſelf had ex- 
preſſed in the Meſſage. He muſt ſay that he felt the deepeſt 


xegret, that notwithſtanding the paternal liberality of his Ma- 
jeſty, notwithſtanding the loyal zeal which the Houſe had ma- 
nifeſted in making proviſion for the former debts, and the 
pledge which had then been given on the part of the Prince 
that no future application of that fort ſhould be made, 


{reſh 
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freſh obligations ſhould have been contracted to fo large an 
amount. It became matter of intereſting inquiry by what 
means the King, the P:ince, the Parliament, and the Public, 

had all been ſo groſsly deceived, It would be proper that the 
_ perſons from whoſe neglect or miſconduct this glaring abuſe 
of confidence had proceeded, ſhould be pointed out, The 
Right Hon, Gentleman had not ſtated what degree of in- 
convenience would he incurred from the delay that would 
be neceſſary for the purpoſe of a Call of the Houſe, He had 


admitted that it was a ſubject which demanded the fulleſt and 


moſt mature deliberation. He could not then ſee any reaſon 
_ why the motion for the Call ſhould not be adopted. There 
were ſome inquiries which, he remarked, ought to precede an 

meaſure that might be adopted by the Houſe. Ought the Pub- 


lic to be called upon to pay the price of indifcretions? Ought 
they to be rendered liable for expences, which perhaps ought 


never to have been incurred? Was there no part of the burden 
which could be removed from the ſhoulders of the Public, 
already ſo ſeverely ſmarting with the neceſſary load of taxa» 
tion, in order to be laid on the civil liſt ? All theſe were queſ- 
tions, which, in his opinion, ought to receive a ſatisfactory 
anſwer before the Houſe pledged themſelves to any reſolution 
on the dect. | e 
Mr. Montague ſaid, that he coincided in opinion with the 
Hon. Gentlemen who had already ſpoken, that the importance 
of the ſubject was ſuch, as called for the fulleſt attendance 


that could be obtained: He ſhould therefore approve of a Call 
of the Houſe. He did not with, on the preſent occaſion, to 


anticipate any thing that might more properly belong to the 
diſcuſſion of the Meſſage itſelf. The only reaſon ſtated by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman vY a Call ſhould not take place was, 
that other important buſineſs, which would be likely to ſecure 
a full attendance, was appointed to be diſcuſſed about the ſame 
time that the Meſſage would come under conſideration : But if 
other important buſineſs was to be thrown into the ſcale along 
with this, which he ſhould contend to be, of all others, the 


moſt important, this was only an additional reaſon why the 
Call ought to be adopted. The ſubject acquired a peculiar 


importance from the circumſtances of the times. But he 


conſidered it altogether as of too grave and weighty a nature 
for him to ſay any thing further without the fulleſt delibera- 


tion. He ſhould endeayour to come to the diſcuſſion without 
partiality, and without prejudice, prepared to act with an equal 
attention to the rights of the Prince, and the intereſts of the 
People. Such was, in his opinion, the line of procedure, 


which 


* LE Ry 2 . 3 
GE (HS e 2 N 2 e 
eee eee - n \ a SS. e | THE IF parry ann 
n DIES 2 72 SS vo er tre ED - 
re eee CE 
o — * — py i mos = y 


og HAT 


fn = 1. ad 
2 A _ 
leis > ms) 
» \ 
5 r 


1 


* 3 
b cot ns ihe r 
9 - Wt 82 r 


cheats + 2 
y N 8 = Nee by 


PS 


DE OS EDS pains vr "3 rs 
2 8 
*. 


n 


by 


ey. * 

a0) 5% 

* — — 9 1 
24 l 


p 22 
heb OE TE Pe Tho it eo Pet as 2 my 
* F LEED go. 36 x fe os "IT TURNS $ 1 1 . i 
1 KO een r e ee * 
= 2 : 
— 7 > FO = = „ ox” \ \ 


wm Gott LU; w., 5 — - "4 P N 
ade, 4 wy 12S nn — > WE e 4 * — N 4 
Fare NN 8 . 7 „er +4 
8 LAN o , o , _— oO 5 1 1 rt * 


. * n 
— W CE 3 15 i 
©. B75, > nei vt dees 
1 eee. 


07 
2 q 
KY 
i 
* 
bs 
"8 
, 7 
3 
15 
1 
Ws - 
3 
2 
75 
2 

— 
» rad 
Fe 
„ 


- 


£6, WOODFALL'S. PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS,  [Commons, 


Which the ſolemnity of the occaſion required, though he could 
not help confeſſing, that he felt himſelf to a certain degree 
prepoſſeſſed as to that part which the dignity of the Houſe re- 
quired them to take in the preſent inſtan ee. 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that ſo many Gentle. 
men ſeemed to be impreſſed with the propriety of. the Call of 
the Houſe, that he would readily concur in meeting their 
wiſhes, At the ſame time, it would be defireable that as early. 
a day as poſſible ſhould be appointed ſor that purpoſe. When 
he propoſed that the diſcuſſion ſhould take place this day ſe*n- 
night, it was not becauſe he did not conſider it to be an object 
entitled to the moiſt ample and mature deliberation, but be- 
cauſe. he conceived. that the diſcuſſion at that period might 
have had every advantage of previous conſideration, and a full 
attendance, without having recourſe to the expedient of a Call. 
In order to afford the neceſſary time for the Call, it would be 
proper that he ſhould withdraw his original motion, and a delay 
of at leaſt ten days or a fortnight be allowed to take place 
Previous, to the diſcuſſio n. F 
Mr. Sumner thought, that before the Houſe conſented to 
make any proviſion for diſcharging the freſh obligations of his 
Ro al Highneſs, it was incumbent upon them to know how 
their former grants had been applied; and before they con- 
ſented to any alienation of the income of his Royal Highneſs 
for the purpoſe of gradually defraying the debts, it would be 
neceſſary. for them to be well aſſured, what ſum would be ade. 
quate for that purpoſe, and whether the application of thirty 
or forty thouſand a year would be ſufficient to extinguiſh them 
within any reaſonable time. With that view it would be proper 
to aſcertain the extent of the debts, with reſpect to which 
public report ſo much fluctuated, that he had at different times 
heard them ſtated to amount from fix hundred thouſand, to 
ſeventeen hundred thouſand pounds. He objected to the 
- Phraſe that had been uſed by an Hon. Gentleman, © that the 
meaſure was the moſt exceptionable mode that could be 
adopted,“ as if the proviſion to be made was granted for the 
perſonal gratification of the Prince of Wales, and not for the 
ublic purpoſe of ſupporting the ſplendour and dignity of the 
heir apparent to the Britiſh Crown. He thought alſo, that it 
would be proper to inquire for what period of the time during 
which an income had been granted to his Royal Highneſs, ſor 
chę purpoſe of ſupporting an eſtabliſnment ſuitable to his rank 
and dignity, that eſtabliſhment had actually been kept up, in 
order to afcertain for what purpoſes the debts which they were 
now called upon to provide, had been contracted, and whether 
e - = ; they 


* 
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they were neceffarily contracted by his Royal Highnefs, in 
order to maintain the credit of his exalted rank, and the muni- 


ficent character of the Britiſh nation. a” 
Mr. Buxton declared, that he had never, at any former pe- 
riod, in addreſſing that Houſe, experienced ſenlations ſe pain- 
ful as thoſe were which he felt in the preſent moment. No 
man entertained more ardent loyalty to the King, or attachment 
to the | conſtitution, than himſelf, and on that account his 
feelings were the more acute on the preſent occaſion. He 
would however proceed no further but he could not refrain 
from expreſſing the deepeſt regret, that after the Meſſage which 
had been inſerted in the Journals of 1787, and read to the 
Houſe, ſuch a Meffage as had bcen that day ſent down ſhould 
have made 1ts appearance. ; FFF 
General Smith ſaid, it appeared to him that the matter was 
taken up in a point of view which it by no means merited. 
He was aſtoniſhed at one comparifon that had been drawn 
between the fituation of his Royal Highneſs and that of the 
Princes of another country. He could take upon him to fay 
that there was nothing 1n point of extravagance in the preſent 
inſtance, which could, m the remotelt degree, juſtify ſuch a 
compariſon. He was ſorry indeed, after a pledge had been 
given that no future application ſhould be made, that it 
thould have been found neceſſary to come forward with a 
ſecond demand upon the Houſe, to make proviſion for the pay- 
ment of the Prince's debts, He was {track with one thing 
that had fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman—namely, 
that the proviſion to be granted to his Royal Highneſs would 
de little more than what had been granted to his grandfather, 
though the difference of times, and the advance upon all ar- 
ticles of living, was ſuch as to render 150,000]. now not more 
than equal to the value of 100,090]. then. He was afraid if 
out of the income to be now granted to his Royal Highneſs, a 
proviſion was to be fet apart for defraying his debts, that the 
conſequence would'be, that he and his Royal Confort would be 
continually involved in expence and embarraſſment. It would 
be impoſſible for them indeed to ſupport the dignity of their 
rank and ſtation ſuitably, without at the ſame time running in 
debt. He diſapproved of Gentlemen holding out the idea that 
the proviſion now to be granted would have the effect of 
pinching the poor and loading them with taxes. It was agreed 
on all hands, that a liberal proviſion ought to be made for his 
Royal Highneſs; and if he ſhould ſtand ſingle on that point, 
he ſhould contend that the proviſion granted in the firſt in- 
tance ought to be ſuch, as would be fully adequate to ſupport 
him in the ſplendour of his ſituation, oO | 
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| Mr. Buxton thought that the Right Hon. Gentleman ought 
to explain to the Houfe and to the country, how his Royal 
Highneſs ſhould have been ſo committed by his former pledge, 
and ſo unfortunate as to have afforded occafion for the preſent 
application. | 3 3 5 5 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as the motion for 
the Call of the Houſe would be attended with the delay of a 
fortnight, there would be ſufficient time during the interval 
for the fulleſt deliberation, and for every explanation which 
the ſubject might require. This was not the day for that pur- 
poſe. Some topics, however, had been ſuggeſted, on which 
e ſhould make a few remarks. If the Houſe thought it wiſe 
to make the proviſion which was required, he would appeal to 
their own feelings and judgment; how far it would be prudent 
to enter into a retroſpeCt of that ſort which had been ſuggeſted, 
and whether ſuch a retroſpect would not increaſe the diffi- 
culty and embarraſſment, which muſt already be felt from the 
nature of the buſineſs: After what was paſt, it would indeed 
be proper for the Houſe to take the proviſion for the extinction 
of the debts int# their own hands, and he ſhould ſuggeſt a 
propoſition for that purpoſe: As to the extent of the debts, 
about which the public reports had been ſaid to be ſo fluctuat- 
ing, he could ſtate that the total amount of the debts was 


. 


- ſomewhere between fix and. feven hundred thouſand pounds. 


90 many charges had lately fallen on the civil liſt, that there 
| was no part of the burden which could poſſibly be defrayed 
from that quarter. As to what had been ſuggeſted by the 
Hon. General, that the proviſion for defraying the debts 
would be attended with a defalcation of income to his Royal 
- Highneſs, he certainly admitted that ſuch would be the fact; 
but in all the circumſtances of the caſe, there was no alterna- 
tive by which the inconvenience might be avoided, which in 
his conſcience he could propoſe to the Houſe. As the provi- 
fion for defraying the debts muſt neceſſarily be continued till 
the object ſhould be accompliſhed, it was only in the event of 
the demiſe of the Prince, that it would become a burden to 
the Public. After the general outline which had been pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, he would recommend to them to pauſe 
upon the ſubject : Much'as they might regret, and, to uſe the 
ſevereſt term, much even as they might diſapprove what was 
. Paſt, they had all an intereſt in looking forward. They had 
an intereſt in preſerving the hereditary e and in ſup- 
porting the character of the hereditary Houſe of Brunſwick. 
They had an intereſt in maintaining the character and dignity 
of the Prince of Wales, as > brinch of that illuſtrious Houſe ; 
and before they gave way to any ſentiments of heat or reſent 
| : | . ment 
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ment on the occaſion, they would do well to reflect, that in 


the iſſue of the diſcuſſion were involved the credit of the here- 


dita monarchy, and confequently the ſafety of the country. 

Mr. Martin. I have only one word to remark on what 
has fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman who has juſt ſat 
down. He his profeſſed much zeal for the preſervation of 
the hereditary monarchy. I feel that zeal as ſtrongly as he 


does, but the way which appears to me the beſt calculated to 


preſerve the hereditary monarchy, Is to prevent it from —_ 
oppreſſive to the people. | 
Monday ſe'nnight was appointed as ; the day for raking the 
Meſſage into conſideration,  * 

General M*Leod adverted to the queſtion which he aſked on 
a former day of the Secretary at War. Whether of not there 
had been any additional allowance made by the order of his Ma- 
jeſty to'non-commiſſioned officers and privates, of nine-pence a 
week, on account of the dearneſs of proviſions ? He under- 


ftood fince, that ſuch directions had been given, 'and ſent from 


the War Office to the different Colonels of regiments on duty. 
His object was to know the terms of that order, letter, or 
Whatever it was, and thetefore he moved That a copy of it 
oy id on the table. 

The Secretary at War "all chat when hb Hon. Gentleman 
| had aſked the queſtion on 'a former day, the order was not 
made. He had not the ſmalleſt objection now to comply with 
the motion, Which was then of courſe agreed to. 


Te Chanceller s of the ve: moved the Order of the Day 


on the Franking Bill. 
A converſation commenced. £5 he thi | 
The Speaker obſeryed, that the Bill had deen on the tables 
but after diligent ſearch it could not 'be found. 


The converſation terminated, but the Bill was onl miſlaid, 
f the Bill | 


for it was afterwards found, and the conſideration 0 
adjourned to next day, 

The Bill for the relief of Innkeepers was read a ſeeond 
time, and ordered to be committed on 2 n 

The Britiſh 1 Bill was read a third Te; and paſſed.— 
9 0 59 1 | EY 


Ka. 
— 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Torspav, April 28. 5 1 


be royal aſſent was given by 0 to hifey-five Bill, 


40 -HAIR-POWDER BILL. 3 


4 Grenville having moved- the Order of the Day for the d 


third reading of the . Bill, 
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. The Earl of Moira ſaid, their Lordſhips. were appriſed, from 
what he ſaid on the ſubject in the courſe of the preceding week, 
that he condemned the principle. in every point of view; he 
thought the tax ill-choſen, that it was alſo ill-timed, and that, ac- 
cording to his conception, little ſolid argument could be urged in 
fupport either of the meaſure itſelf, or the means the Pill pro- 
vided in order to render the meaſure effectual. He was aware 
that ſome captivating arguments had been advanced, in order 
to colour the tax, and render it palatable. Among others, it 
had been ſaid, that the manufacture of hair- powder conſumed 
large quantities of wheat; and that in a moment like the pre- 
ſent, when bread was ſo intolerably dear, it was highly eſſen- 
tial to the Public'in general, and to the relief of the poor more 
particularly, to prevent and reſtrain, as much as poſlible, the 
waſte of ſo neceſſary an article as flour: Every thing that con- 
duced to that eſſential object muft be highly deſireable. The 
whole of that argument, however, he muſt contend, was 
plauſible and fallacious- The farmer, when he put his grain 
into the ground, did not govern himſelf by any conſideration, 
how the conſumption of his erop would be affected by the 
manufacture of hair- powder; and if it were true, that hair- 
powder would be very little leſs generally worn, after the tax 
was made a law the operation of it, with regard to the dimi- 
nation of the waſte of wheat flour, would be too inſignifcant 
to bear out the argument. His Lordſhip ſaid, he could not be- 
eve that the tax would be popular; but ſure he was, that if it 
were, its popularity muſt be built on an erroneous foundation. 
a It had been ſaid, that the burden of it would fall only on the 
more wealthy and the higher orders of ſociety, and that the 
middling. ranks and. the: poor would either be wholly exempt 
from its operation, or feel it very little. This he wholly de- 
nied : Many, who could ill afford to pay the tax, muſt, from 
their ftuations in life, continue to wear powder; and others, 
' who from the rank they had held in life, ought to wear pow- 
der as they had been. accuſtomed to do, would feel themſelves 
mortified and degraded, becauſe they would be obliged to fore · 
go the uſe of it, from not being able to find the money to pay 
it. The half- pay officers, mentioned by a Noble Lord the other 
day, would feel it in that manner; and it had been ſhewn (at 
leaſt what had been ſaid in the favour of that reſpectable claſs 
of men had not been contradifted), that they were well enti- 
tled to the conſideration of their Lordfhips, even to a partial 
extent. Was it not cruel to throw a difficulty in the way of a 
Poor half - pay fabaltern, who -wifhed to wait on 4 general 
officer at his levee, to beg ſor an increaſe of bread, and pre- 
vent hin from paying his reſpects accordingly, becauſe he 


could not afford to pay the tax, which he knew he muſt. incur 
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if he attempted to give his appearance an air of decency, by 
duſting his hair with powder? Students in the learned pro- 
feſſions, and many wi who obviouſty muſt make them- 
ſelves ſit to mix in company with perſons their e 
in profeſſional ſituation, would alſo feel it ſeverely, hy having 
a check given to that line of conduct, without being allowed 
to continue which they could ſcarcely make their way to thofe 
ſteps of preferment, by which alone they could one day hope 
gradually to attain thoſe emoluments and honours,” which it 
ought to be their honeſt ambition to aſpire to. The principle 
of the tax was at war with the morals of the people; it ſerved 
to confound and miſlead their ſenſe of moral rectitude, by os 
converting what. was not in itſelf immoral into a crime. It 
had indeed, his Lordſhip ſaid, been too much the practice of 
Tax Bills of late to make this confuſion of right and wrong, 
by ſelecting objects of taxation not immoral in themſelves, and 
yet declaring them ſo, for the purpoſes of the revenue. 80 
convinced Was his judgment of the miſchievous effect of this, 
that he declared he had been more than once inclined to oppoſe 
theme U“ ß 
Another, and a radical objection alſo, in his mind was, the 
invidious diſtinction the tax would make between the indigent 
and the affluent; all diſtinctions of that nature ought at all 
times to be aveided, in a country like this. The Bill went to 
ix a certain badge or token, which could not be miſtaken, and 
which, if the accounts of combinations and conſpiracies that 
had been ſo induſtriouſly circulated were true, which he, for 
one, did not believe, would give perſons concerned in ſuch 
proceedings ꝗ certain mark for diſtinguiſhing thoſe of their own 
way of thinking, by Act of Parliament. Let their Lordſhips 
alſo recollect, that this tax might give riſe to a watch-word, 
which, however ludicrous and abſurd. in the firſt inſtance, 
might lead to ſerious conſequences. The newſpaper writers 
already talked of the contraſt between the Guinea Pigs and the 
Sqwiniſh Multitude, and the print-ſhops who dealt in caricature 
had exemplified the idea. Cy at this time paſt experience 
had not been ſo wholly unattended to, as not to have ſtrongly 
indicated the impolicy of ſuffering watch-words to get into uſe 
too eaſily. The diſtinction of Roundhkead and Cavalier, in the 
17th century, originated in a circumſtance equally trivial as 
that of wearing or not wearing hair-powderz and yet they all 
knew to what ſcenes of invcterate animoſity-and fatal miſchief 
thoſe idle nick-names gave riſe. Perhaps the diſtinct ion of Whig 
and Tory might be traced to a fource as inſigniſicant; and they 
all knew, that the diſtinction had entirely governed the world of 
political party ever ſincę. __ the ſong of Lillibullero, ſung iu 
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the camp of James the IId. did more than ſo trifling a cauſe 
could previoully have been imagined likely to effect. Their 
Lordſhips would do well to pauſe a moment on thoſe hiſtorical 
facts, and call to mind that this was the firſt time that à Bri- 
tiſh ſubject had been laid under reſtrictions reſpecting the 


Aàreſs he thought proper to wear; beſides the manifeſt injuſtice 


of obliging thoſe who had not a fiſtieth part 6f his income to 
pay the ſame price of duty for powdering his hair, that he 
was called upon to pay on thas account. In the caſe of perſons, 
who, like the ſtudents he had mentioned, had but ſlender in- 
comes, it would prove a moſt oppreſſive tax. How ill, for 
inſtance, could a ſubaltern officer on half- pay afford a guinea 
out of his ſcanty receipt ! In fact, he could not afford to pay it. 
An old proverb ſaid, the additional weight of a fly on a per- 
ſon ſuffering under extreme preſſure, would render that preſſure 
intolerable; and yet this metaphor of the weight of a fly fell 
mort of the degree of preſſure of forcing one guinea a year 
out of the pocket of a man; whoſe whole income amounted 
to no more than 34 a year. Let their Lordſhips for a mo- 
ment turn that in their minds, and he was perſuaded their 
humanity would induce them to ſupport the clauſe a Noble 
Lord meant to offer that dag. 1 
The Bill, the Earl obſerved, would have a further pernicious 
effect it would encourage informers by giving them one half 
of the penalty; and how eafily might an information be 
grounded againſt even thoſe, who might not mean to offend 
againſt the ſtatute ! If powder was worn onee only in the 
year, the tax was incurred, and if a certificate had nat been 
taken out, the penalty might be demanded, and the party, it 
not able to pay it, rendered liable to great difficulty and diſ- 
treſs. His Lordſhip put the caſe of a kitchen-wench, out of 
2 Chriſtmas- frolic, ſeizing the dredging-box on a holiday 
night, and duſting her hair for once with flour, perfectly un- 
conſcious of the conſeguences. The wench might be inform- 
cd againſt, convicted,” the penalty levied, 'and ſhe, unable to 
Pay the informer his half, although the other moiety might 
be remitted, was liable to be ſent to jail, and thus without 2 
hope of extrication, from the humility of her ſtate. and con- 
dition, compelled to fpend the remainder of her days in a 
priſon, Were their Lordfhips aware when they felt willing 
to vote this tax, that they were about ta vate ſuch a ſevere 
puniſhment as impriſonment for life to a poor wretch, for 
the mere frolie, innocent in: itſelf, of catching up the dredg- 
ing-box once, and duſting her hair with a little four? 
Lord Grenville in reply ſaid, there never was à period when 
the unpleaſant duty of findiog taxes capable of producing 2 
; b ĩ 8 revenue 


3 


revenue equal to the extraordinary exigencies of the times, 


reſſed more irreſiſtibly on miniſters. The tax in queſtion, 
e o ned, he had thought particularly excellent, as it was 


a tax on the vanity and luxufy of individuals, a tax that fell 


more particularly on the rich, and thofe who were able to 
bear it, and did not aſſect the poor. It would undoubtedly 
bear hard on certain individuals, which he lamented as a 


as the Noble Earl did, but what tax could poſſibly be found 


that would not preſs ſomewhere in a manner much to be re- 


gretted? The tax ee eee believed, was, and 


would continue to be, a popular tax, and with good reaſon. 
With regard to what had fallen from the Noble Lord, in reſpect 
to watch- words and nick: names, he believed that when ill- diſ- 
poſed perſons choſe to have their jeſt at any price, they never 
were at a loſs for occaſions to fix upon, and that one occaſion 
would ſerve them juſt as well as another, If, therefore, in a 


moment of preſſing neceſſity, miniſters were to be terrified 


from doing their duty from a weak apprehenſion that their 
efforts would produce ſuch idle conſequences, they would in 
his mind be utterly unfit for their ſituations. 3:9 


To return more immediately to the tax—it could not be 


called oppreſſive with any colour of juſtice, as no man was 
obliged to wear powder in his hair; it was a matter for his 
own option entirely, and if he choſe to wear it, he at the 
ſame time knew what he was to Pay ſor that indulgence" to 
his perfonal pride. With reſpect to the penalty, the ſame 
argument that the Noble Earl had uſed on that ground, would 


equally apply to every Tax Bill that ever paſſed Parliament, . 


and received the ſanction of the Legiſlature. When it was 


decreed to lay a new duty in order to raiſe a large ſum for 


public purpoſes, it became indiſpeuſibly neceſſary to accom- 
pany it with the means of rendering it efficient and produc- 
tive to the amount which it was clear it might reaſonably be 
expected to raiſe. But before he ſat down, he begged to re- 


mind the Houſe of the period of the ſeſſion, the near approach 


of the time when the operation of the tax was to commence 
under the Bill, and the known practice of the other Houſe 


under the conſtitution, whenever an alteration 8s made by 


their Lordſhips in a Bill termed a Money Bill. He warned 
the Houſe, therefore, of the danger of riſking the fate of the 


Bill by any alteration, and he declared it did not appear to 


him that any alterations were neceſſarx. | 
The Earl of Meira replied and faid, he could not agree 
with the Noble Secretary of State on the fubje& of making 
dliſtinctions, in their nature invidious; and which would af 
ford opportunities for watch-words and nick- names. People 
1 To 93 oy LE 
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were in times like the prefent prone enough of themſelves to 
form into clubs and parties without being ſtimulated to it by 
Act of Parliament. To one part of this argument the Noble 
Lord had not in his mind given any anſwer, viz. the principle 
of the tax being at war with the morals of the people. It 
was in his conception a ſtrong objection againſt it, that it con- 
founded morality and juſtice, and converted that into a crime 
which was not of rc immor ail. 
Lord Sydney paid a juſt tribute to the talents and eloquence 
of the Noble Earl who had juſt fat down, and ſaid, he was 
ſure if the Noble Earl himſeif thought lightly of either, every 
other perſon entertained a very different opinion reſpecting 
both; on the preſent occaſion ke could not help thinking that 
the Noble Earl felt more apprehenfion, than the occaſion ap- 
peared to him to call for. The tax he really conſidered as a 
moſt unexceptionable one; it was clearly a tax on vanity and 
on luxury, becauſe hair- powder was certainly not a neceſſary 
of life, and no man was obliged to wear it unleſs he choſe 
itz he could not help therefore being ſomewhat ſurpriſed at 
the oppoſition which had been given to it. His Lordſhip ſaid, 
the Noble Earl had conjurcd up a caſe, which he ſhould con- 
ceive the chicane of the moſt ingemous advocate could not 
ſo conſtrue and colour, as to make it paſs before a judge for 
aà a crime, or that ſort of violation of the Act which would in- 
cur the penalty, viz. the caſe of à kitchen-wench ſeizing a 
 gredging-box and throwing ſome flour in her hair on a holiday 
night, by way of frolic. He verily believed no very ſerious. 
znſtance of the danger of becoming liable to the tax without 
intending it could eaſily be found, and therefore he did not 
much wonder that a ludicrous one ſhould be ſelected. It was 
not very frequently his habit to refer to the newſpapers to ſee 
in what manner what he ſaid in that Houſe was repreſented, 
but he owned he was ſorry to find he had been miſapprehend- 
ed, the laſt time he had fpoken on the Bill. It had, it ſeems, 
been conceived. that he had ſpoken againſt the exemption in 
favour of half-pay officers, which a Noble Friend of his had 
recommended; the fact was, as ſuch of their Lordſhips as 
were preſent wauld recollect, he had not ſaid one word on 
the ſubject; half- pay officers not having been mentioned when 
he roſe to deliver his ſentiments of the particular topic then 
in diſcuſſion, 'v:z. the clauſe which related to the obligation 
impoſed on maſters of families. No man living had a higher 
reſpect for half-pay. officers than he had; he thought them 
entitled to every poſſible confideration, he would not ſay out 
of favour, but on a principle of common pratitude. They 
had faught pur battles, they had bled in the ſervice of theit 
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country and ſuch as were not diſabled by their wounds, he had 
not the ſmalleſt doubt, would ſtill be proud to fight for their 
country, whenever ſhe was attacked by her enemies. It was 
therefore no merit in him to prolſeſs an opinion in their be- 
half; it was merely the diſcharge of a duty incumbent on 

himſelf, and upon every one of the Britiſh 10 ubjects. Indeed 
— ſtrongiy did he feel for that meritorious claſs of officers, 
that he could not venture to truſt himſelf with all he wiſhed 
to ſay in their behalf. Certainly it was not his wiſh. that a 
Bill that was highly probable to be ſo popular and productive, 
ſhould be loſt by riſking its fate, in conſequence of any alter- 
ations. their Lordſhips might make in it. They all knew 
what the practice of the other Houſe was reſpecting Money 


Bills ſent down altered by their Lordthips, and ſpeaking as a2 


conſtitutional man, he thought it a ſalutary practice, There: 
might therefore be ſome danger of loſing the Bill altogether, 
if any ſtep their Lordſhips took reſpecting it, {ſhould give oc- 
caſion for a new Bill to be brought in, and expoſe it to new 
diſcuſſion at that period of the ſeſſion. If then miniſters, 
thought it unadviſeable to adopt any clauſe in favour of half- 
pay officers, he earneſtly implored them to do ſomething 


adequately, if not more ſatisſactory, in behalf of a worthy 


ſet of men, to whom every individual in the country was 
under obligation, who were gentlemen from their rank and 
ſervices, and ought to be regarded as ſuch by all, as well 
thoſe. who were not more favoured in reſpect to ſortune, 
as thoſe who might. haye more wealth, but who, vexy rare 
ly, if ever, would be found . ab ball their talent and and 
virtue. en : 0 1 


The Bill having. wn _ a third tine W | 

Tord Mulgrave toſe to propoſe an additional clauſe 11 to ex- 
empt half-pay offigers from the tax, agreeable to the notice 
he had given on Thurſday laſt. His, Lordſhip explained: the 
grounds on which: he had been induced,to bring forward the 
clauſe. which he ſhould have. the honour. to ſubmit « to. their 
Lordſhips. An exemption 9 ö and diſſenters, whoſe 


incomes did not amount to £109, per, annum, already ſtood 
part of the Bill, and he thought it highly proper that it ſhould 
do ſo; but ſorely, if, ſuch an exemption were deemed right in 
 favous of che-clergy,. how much {tronger. mult be the claims 


of the ſubaltern halſ-pay. oſficers, the income of many of 
whom was no more than £34 a, year, and even thoſe of ſub- 


alterns of a higher rank only about ten pounds. more. Ihe 
ſubalterns of the army, Wlio, from the reduction of their 
regiments, from wounds, from loſs of in bs, were put upon 
pan, were ſtill antenne * $auSlcg, to. that rank in ſo- 
city; 
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ciety 3 why, therefore, was a wound Gnarls to be given 

y the opera- 
tion of a tax which it was impoſſible for moſt of them to pay; 
and conſequently by being compelled to change the face of 


their cuſtomary appearance, they would ſtand degraded in 


the eyes of thoſe among whom they had ſought a retreat, 
Was that a mode of rewarding the merits of thoſe, who had 
fought and bled in their country's ſervice, becoming the gene- 
rolity and gratitude of à Britiſh Legiſlature ? Let their Lord. 
thips recollect che many and ſerious inconveniencies that the 
ſubjecting them to à tax; the principle of which; generally 
ſpeaking, no Noble Lord approved more than he did, would 
put them to! The Noble Earl; who ſo mich to his &wn 
honour had that day pleaded their cauſe fo powerfully; had 
mentioned one of a nature ſufficiently material to ſatisfy the 
Houſe; that the exemption he wiſhed to obtain in their behalf 
wal a teafonlible;cxamptionss” #2: 2h Tp get ROT od Re 
The Noble Earl had told them, that in conſequence of this 


tax, if the clauſe he ſhould .propoſe were not received, the 


poor ſubaltern would be debarred from the opportunity of 
attending the levee of a general officer to ſolicit an increaſe of 


his ſcanty pittance, and to aſk for better bread. Could half- 


pay officers, if the Bill paſſed, any longer mingle with thoſe 


genteel circles in which they had been received and conſidered 
among their chief ornaments? . What muſt be the feelings of 


a half-pay ſubaltern when he ſaw his equal in rank, but his 
junior in Fears and ſervice,” who had the good fortune to be on 


full ſervice, appear in the ſame town, village, or hamlet in 
which he happened to reſide for the fake of cxeonomy, would 


he not be cut to the ſoul to feel it neceſſary for him to retire 


from the obſervance of his neighbours, from the conſciouſ- 
neſs that his own appearance was not fit to vie with that of 
the happier individual, in poſſeſhon of thoſe favours of for- 
tune to which his own merits were equally, perhaps better 


entitled? He appealed to every profeſſional! Peer preſent, 
whether the half-pay officers did not ſtand entitled to every 
poſhble confideration and favour at the hands of the Legifla- 
ture, and whether they would not ſeverely feel the mortifica- 

tion of being thus ſuddenly degraded from the rank of gentle- 
men. He would aſk ſuch Noble Lords alſo, whether they 


were ſatisfied that the half-pay officers neither could afford to 
pay nor would pay the tax, and that conſequently the revenue 
would not benefit or loſe a ſhilling, whether they granted the 


exception or net. He would appeal to a Reverend Bench alſo, 


and he truſted he ſhould meet with a ready ſupport, becauſe 
he was perſuaded the candour and humanity that fo eminently 
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diſtinguiſhed that Reverend Bench, would: lead them to aſſiſt 
in obtaining that favour for half - pay officers which had been ſo 


readily, and in his opinion ſo properly, granted to inferior 


clergy. Much ſtreſs, his -Lordſhip obſerved, had been laid 


upon the aſſertion that hair- powder was not a neceſſary of life. 
Strictly ſpeaking it was not a neceſſary; but as far as cuſtom 


eſtablithed for a long courſe” of years was to be regarded, it 


had in ſome ſort beeome a neceſſary of life; at leaſt it was as 


much fo to the half- pay officer as to the clergy. What greater 


neceſſity, he would aſk, was there for a clergyman to wear 


powder, than for the half- pay oſſicer to do ſo? A clergyman 


could read the ſervice of the church juſt as well in his own 
black hair, as he could do if it were powdered. Would pow- 
der in his hair help him in the compoſition or delivery of a 
diſcourſe ? Would it add to the energy and ſpirit of the one, 


dor increaſe the eloquence and impreſſive effect of the other ? 


And yet he heartily rejoiced, that ſo liberal an exemption had 
taken place reſpecting elexrgymen of the deſcription that they had 


ſtated, as he always wiſhed to ſce that body of men regarded as 
perſons to be looked up to by their pariſhioners with due re- 
verence; but the ſame principle that made an exemption pro- 
per in favour of the inferior clergy, would bear out the ex- 
emption to the half-pay ſubalterns. His Lordſhip warmly 
preſſed every part of his argument, and faid, he muſt have for- 
gotten all that he had witneſſed in the courſe of his profeſſional 


life, if he had not; ſeized the oceaſion of ſtanding forth the ad- 


vocate of men whoſe merits and whoſe ſervices ſo well entitled 
them to the kindeſt conſideration of their Lordſhips. Before 
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difficulty in the face like men, to meet it with neceſſary forti- 
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tude, and adopt ſuch meaſures as the exigency of the caſe re- 
_ quired. He therefore was for ſunporting the revenue, and he had 
obſerved, that there was ſcarcely any tax that had been much 
oppoſed when firſt brought in that had not turned out a very pro- 
duqctive tax in the end. He profeſſed his reſpect and gratitude 
to the hog, reger as a body, but he could not agree that 


in this cafe they ought to be exempted from the tax. His 
Lordſhip: ſaid, he highly approved of the principle of the Bill, 
and he did not wiſh it to be loſt; it had paſſed the other Houſe 
with general approbation, and nothing had been * ory 
there reſpecting an exemption in favour of half-pay officers, 
and that would have been the proper place for fuch a clauſe to 
have been diſcuſſed. Their Lordſhips all knew what the prac- 
tice of the other Houſe was reſpecting money Bills, when al- 
tered by them, and he would own for one he highly approved 
that practice. He certainly ſaw no abſolute neceſſity for any par- 
ticular deſcription of men to wear powder; and he ſhould 
- conceive that a ſtudent might apply himſelf to acquiring a 
knowledge of a learned profeſſion as well without powder in 
his hair as with. He hoped the tax would be productive, 
but he was inclined to think it would in ſome conſiderable de- 
gree prevent and reſtrain the uſe of powder. He begged be- 
fore he ſat down, to ſay, that he ſhould be ready to concur 
with their Lordſhips in any meaſure that might be thought 
proper in favour” of half-pay officers; and he hoped next 
ſeſſion that they would be relieved; but under the preſent 
- circumſtances, he owned he wiſhed the Bill might paſs as it was. 
* The Earl of Guildford ſaid, he faw no reaſon why the clauſe 
propoſed by his Noble Friend ſhould not be adopted. With 
regard to the objection of the Noble Secretary of State, his 
chief objection he underſtood to be the ſame with that of his 
Noble Friend who had juſt fat down, viz. the practice of the 
other Houſe in reſpe& to money Bills, which were ſent down 
with alterations in them made by their Lordſhips. He de- 
clared he thought that practice a very proper one, and uſeful 
to the ſupport of the conſtitution; it did not however, in his 
mind, amount to a ſufficient reaſon why the clauſe ſhould be 
rejected. He had always conſidered, that when their Lord- 
ſhips made an alteration in a money Bill, they rejected that 
Bill, aſſigning their reaſons for it. But that would only occa- 
fion a delay of a few days, as the other Houſe, with the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in it, would doubtleſs think it proper 
to bring in a new Bill, adopting their Lordſhips alteration and 
amendment, and that Bill might paſs both Houſes almoſt directly. 
The Biſhop of Nocheſter ſaid, he felt himſelf appealed to by 
the Noble Lord who had moved the clauſe, and therefore he 
muſt trouble their Lordſhips with a few obſervations. 34 
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Could not admit the principle that they ought never to object 
to a revenue Bill, becauſe the other Houſe might throw it out. 


Ihe Noble Lord had emphatically appealed to the bench on 
which he had the honour to fit, and had called upon him to 


| fay, whether he thought a clergyman had any actual neceſſity 


to wear powder in his hair. He did not ſcruple to ſay that 
he did not think he had. For one he felt himſelf bound to 


meet the claim of the Noble Lord, and ſupport the clauſe, as 
the ſame principle that juſtiſied an exemption in favour of ſub- 


altern clergy, would undoubtedly juſtify an exemption in favour 
of half-pay ſubalterns. So obvious was this, that he wondered 


much that the Houſe of Commons ſhould have ſent up the Bill 
with ſuch an iniquity on its head. A Noble Earl (Lord Moira) 


had complained of laying down diſtinctions in dreſs as a mat- 
ter perſectly inconſonant with Britiſh liberty. Was the Noble 


Earl aware that the practice of diſtinguiſhing rank by dreſs 


under the authority of law, had prevailed in the freeſt demo- 


cracies that ever exiſted? It was in his opinion a wiſe prae- 
tice, it reſtrained. the lower ranks from aping their ſuperiors, 


preſerved due ſubordination, and tended effentially to the pur- 


reneral prudence and economy. With regard to the 


poles of 
__ clauſe before them, he conſidered it to be founded in equity and 
_ reaſon, and he ſhould certainly vote for it, if the Noble Lord 
perſiſted in taking the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. Half - pay 


_ officers wanted no encomium of his to blazon their fame; 


they were gentlemen, and entitled to rank as gentlemen; and 


it was ridiculous to expect a guinea a year out of their pockets 
for the tax, when the guinea could not be found there. He 
therefore hoped if- that meritorious deſcription of, men could 
not be aſſiſted in this Bill, without danger to the Bill itſelf,” a 
new one exempting them from the tax would immediately 
be brought in. | | : 


| Lord Romney ſaidy he believed a new Bill affecting a tax of 
the year could not, according to the practice of Parliament, be 


brought in the ſame ſeſſion. What he roſe principally for, how- 


ever, was to correct a miſtake that he had accidentally fallen into 


—he had ſaid, no clauſe in favour of-half-pay officers had been 
propoſed in the other Houſe. Since he ſat down he had been 


informed, that ſuch a clauſe had been introduced and debated 


in that Houſe. He begged pardon for his miſtake, + + 

Tord Grenville complimented Lord Mulgrave on the honour- 
able zeal and feeling, that he had evinced in behalf of all thoſe 
gentlemen of his own profeſſion, who were on half-pay, and 


declared himſelf perfectly ready to confeſs their merits, though 


he could not admit that there was any real occaſion for the 


clauſe in queſtion, He ſaid, be could not agree with the prin- 


% _ i N | . 
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ciple that ſeemed to have been laid down by the Noble Lord 
who introduced the clauſe on the one part, and admitted by the 
Right Rev. Prelate on the other, as a fit principle to be adopt- 
ed in Parliamentary proceeding, via. that one ſet of men in 
Parliament ſhould agree to ſupport another, provided that other 
ſet of men would in their turn ſupport them with a view to 
exemptions from the operation of a tax. Something like 
this he thought he ſaw ſymptoms of that day, and therefore 
it became neceſſary for him to caution their Lordſhips againſt 
ſuch combinations, becauſe, if tkey were to be encouraged, it 
would in the end become abſolutely neceſſary for all men to 
become members of the one or other of the two profeſſions, 
in order to be entitled to exemption from taxes. Having 
laughably condemned the appeal Lord Mulgrave had made to 
the Bench of Biſhops, his Lordſhip ſaid, for his on part, he 
could not think that the clauſe contended for was neceſſary, 
becauſe there was no moral neceſſity for an officer on half- pay 
to wear powder in his hair; and ſo far from thinking that 
it ought to be admitted becauſe an exemption in favour of 
| -clergymen, whoſe income did not amount to lool. a year had 
5 been accepted by the other Houſe, he really ſhould have liked 
. 5 the Bill better, if it had not contained any exemption what. 
ever. His Lordſhip ſpoke of the neceſſity that muſt be evi- 
dent to every Noble Lord, that the Bill ſhould paſs with as 
little delay as poſſible; and he again reminded the Houſe of 
the danger it might lead to, if they made any alteration 
Dye Duke of Richmond ſaid, as the Noble Lord had appealed 
to every profeſſional man in the Houſe, he felt himſelf in 
ſome degree called upon to give his ſentiments; and firſt, he mult 
ſay that he did not think it by any means proper for Noble 
Lords to argue profeſſionally in that Houſe; they were to take 
up matters on general grounds, as Lords of Parliament. With 
| regard to the tax, the Duke ſaid, he conſidered it as one of the 
BS beſt that ever was invented, and he verily believed that it would 
AF be extremely productive, becauſe he did not think with the 
Noble Lord (Lord Romney) that it would prevent people from 
wearing powder; on the contrary, he believed it would 
make no difference whatever, becauſe powder was not merely 
an ornament and a decoration, but in ſome ſort a neceſſary, 28 
it conduced to cleanlineſs. With regard to the propoſed 
clauſe, he declared it appeared to him too general. Among the 
half- pay officers, there were certainly many very meritorious 
and deſerving men, but there were no leſs certainly others 
of a different deſcription. If the clauſe were likely to ſuc- 
reed, he wiſhed"it to be new-modelted, in order that _ de- 
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ſerving officer on half. pay might be diſtinguiſhed from the 


undeſerving. It was well known, when a war was nearly at 
an end, his Grace ſaid, that men who, fo far from being of- 
ficers, were not entitled to be 'confidered as gentlemen; 
many of them had been waiters at taverns, and perſons, who 
having one way or another got money enough in low ſtations 
to enable themſelves to purchaſe enſigncies merely for the ſake 
of the half-pay, bought ſubaltern commiſſtions. Whenever peace 


was known to be likely to take place, this practice obtained; it 
had done ſo, particularly juſt before the end of the laſt war. 


He wiſhed therefore that the clauſe ſhould contain ſome re- 


ſtrictions, ſs as to conſine the exemption to thoſe who really 
deſerved the ſtrong arguments which the Noble Lord had 
with ſo much energy and feeling advanced in their favour. 
One mode of diſerimination ſtruck him as eaſy aud practicable, 
viz. that the exemption, if agreed to, ſhould extend to no half- 
pay ſubalterns, but thoſe who had tendered their ſervites to 
the War- office within a given time, the laſt twelve months, for 
inſtance.” His Grace enlarged on this idea, and declared him- 


ſelf diſpoſed to ſupport the clauſe, if modelled in conformity 


Lord Mulgrave ſpoke with great eloquence in reply, and 
began with noticing that part of the Duke's ſpeech, in which 
his Grace cenſured any Noble Lord's ſpeaking profeſſionally. 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he hoped he never ſhould forget that pro- 


feiſſion, in which he had the honcur to be bred; nor let lip the 
opportunity of ſpeaking profeſſionally, whenever a fit occaſion 


offered, for ſhewing the ſincere regard he felt for thoſe, whoſe 
merit he knew, whole ſervices he had witneſſed, and whoſe claims 
to conſideration on every occaſion he ſhould ever hold it his 
duty to fupport and maintain. Not ſpeak profeſſionally, not 
argue from profeſſional feelings he knew not that thing on 
earth that could induce him to part with thoſe feelings, or fore- 


go acting upon their impulſe. In the diſcharge of his duty 
as a Lord of Parliament, he truſted that he ever ſhould con- 


duct himſelf unexceptionably; but gratefully as he felt the 


honour conferred on him by his Majeſty, which entitled him 


to a ſeat in that Houſe, he would ſooner give up his ſituation as 
a Lord in Parliament than abandon his feelings for thoſe whoſe 


_ " ſervices he had ſeen, and for whoſe intereſts he felt it his duty 


. to be alive at every point. His Lordſhip-painted in glowing 


colours the honeſt triumph felt by ſubaltern officers after a vie- 
tory, though they themſelves had bled, and ſometimes been 


ſeverely wounded in their laudably zealous efforts to aſſiſt in 
obtaining it. The honour they felt they had done themſelves 


on ſuch occaſions fuperſeded every feeling of perſonal incon- 


venience, and ſwelled their hearts ſo high, that they looked 


* 


down 
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down even on their Lordſhips not with invidious or inſolent 
contempt, but with a ſort of conſcious ſuperiority z and ought 
ſuch men, he would aſk their Lordſhips, to have their innocent 
vanity hurt, and their pride unneceſſarily humbled and mor- 
tified ? Having moſt warmly pleaded the cauſe of the half-pay 
_ officers, Lord Mulgrave ſaid, with regard to what the Noble 

Duke had obſerved, if ſuch abuſes had crept into. the ſervice, 
thoſe who were at the head of the army at the time deſetved 
ſevere cenſure for their negligence and inattention; but the 


Ions, 


cCenſure ought to reſt with them, and not operate to the diſad- 
vantage of a worthy ſet of men, who, generally conſidered, 


were men of a moſt meritorious deſcription. But his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, many officers on the half-pay liſt were diſabled by 
their wounds, and rendered incapable of furnre ſervice ; they 
therefore could not have tendered, or be expected to tendertheir 
ſervices to the War- office, as the Noble Duke had ſuggeſted; 
and he could not help thinking that the Noble Duke was miſ- 
taken as to the fact of waiters at taverns, &c. purchaſing en- 
Higncies for the ſake of half-pay, becauſe ſurely it was not 
very likely, that men who knew the. value of their money 
would give 4ool. to buy ſuch a paltry life income as 341. a year. 
His Lordſhip ridiculed the arguments of thoſe Noble Lords, 
who had maintained that there was no moral neceſſity for half- 
pay officers to wear hair-powder, and ſhewed that the argu- 
ment of moral neceſſity might be puſhed to a moſt abſurd ex- 
tent, and applied to almoſt every rank and deſcription of men. 
He declared, he wiſhed exceedingly to obtain the Noble Duke's 
ſupport, and would agree to any modification of his clauſe to 
render it palatable, nay, he would readily forego it altogether, - 
tif his Majeſty's miniſters would ſay that any thing ſhould be 
done for half- pay officers by the medium of a diſtinct Bill; 
but he hoped ſomething would be done in their behalf, and 
that after all their ſervices they would not in effect receive the 
ſame anſwer that he recollected to have been given by the Car- 


dinal Du Bois to a poor Abbe, who having written a book 


brought it to the Cardinal for his protection, when the Car- 
dinal ſternly aſked him, why he employed his time in that 
manner. The Abbe replied with great humility, Helas! Mon- 
Feigncur, il faut que je vive; on which the Cardinal without moy- 
ing a muſcle ſaid, Monſieur, je n en vois pas la neceſſité —a ſen- 
timent which he flattered himſelf their Lordſhips would not 

a * on the preſent occaſio oo | | 


The Duke eee roſe to explain, and aſſured the Noble 

Lord that he had not advanced an idle ſtory relative to waiters 
at taverns, and men of a low deſeription in life having pur- 
chaſed enſigncies, towards the concluſion of a war, when it 
was known that a peace was near at hand; but that he _ 


1 


2 . 


- 


of a well-known fact, and that he believed the purchaſes were 
generally for a much ſmaller ſum than 4ool., which was the 
price generally given for an enſigney on full pay. His Grace 
repeated what he had befote ſaid, of the practicability of dif- 
ringuiſhing the proper objects of exemption among the half. _ 
pay officers from thoſe who might be confidered as improper 
ones, by extending the benefit of it only to thoſe who had made 
a tender of their ſervices within a twelvemonth to the War- 
office, or thoſe who were actually diſabled from further ſervice _ 
by wounds, loſs of limbs, &c. and he faid, he was well aware 
that in the liſt of half-pay officers many deſerving men of the 
latter deſcription were to be found. We e EPs . 
The Biſhop of Rechefter roſe to juſtify himſelf from the poſ- 
Gbility of falling within the ſcope of the obſervation of the 
Noble Secretary of State, who had faid, that if their Lord- 
ſhips gave way on the preſent occaſion, becauſe a combination 
might have been formed between Noble Lords of different 
profeſſions, in order to exempt their brethren from the ope- 
ration of particular taxes, fuch combinations might be car- 
tried to an unlimited extent, and have their influence in all 
tax Bills. His Lordſhip declared, that he had delivered his 
own impartial ſentiments on the clauſe in favour of half-pay 
officers z and by thoſe ſentiments he would, ſo far from en- 
tering into a combination with the Noble Lord, endeavour to 
ſave the half-pay officers from the operation of the tax, be- 
cauſe the clergy of a certain deſcription had obtained an ex- 
emption in their favour; he had not even exchanged a word 
with the Noble Lord on the ſubject of his intended clauſe, 
previous to his moving it, He had liſtened to his argument, 
and as it was obvious that the fame principle, which warrant- 
ed the exemption” of the ſubaltern "clergy (if he might ſo 
deſcribe many very deſerving gentlemen of his own” profeſ. 
ſion) from the operation of the tax, applied with equal force 
to the ſubaltern half. pay officers; he had fairly ayowed his. 
opinion on that point. With regard to what the Noble Duke 
had ſtated of there being perſons on the half-pay liſt, Who 
did not deſerve favour or confideration from their Lordſhips; 
it was to be remembered on that and every occaſton, that in 
every numerous body of men, there were always ſome un- 
deſerving individuals; but ſurely the worthy ſhould not ſuffer 
for the unworthy. WY WT Me LID EY WIT ee eee . 
The Lord Chancellor declared, he had been aſtoniſhed at the 
debate from the moment of its commencement, and the more 
aſtoniſhed every moment that it had proceeded, becauſe the 
majority of the Public clearly apprpved of the principle of 
the tax; and that being known to be the fact, it appeared 
ie PB Fs ; FRO extra- 
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extraordinary to him, that Noble Lords ſhould attempt to im- 
pede the progreſs of the Bill. The arguments that had been 
urged in the courſe of the debate, though meant, no doubt, 
to ſupport the clauſe, a clauſe undoubtedly brought forward 
by the Noble Lord on noble, generous, and humane grounds, 
rather fell in with the courſe. of reaſoning purſued by the No- 
ble Earl, who began the debate by a general and fairly avowed 
_ oppoſition to the principle of the Bill, than applied imme- 
diately to the clauſe in queſtion. That there certainly was 
no phyſical neceſſity for ornamenting the head with powder, 

if it was an ornament, was a matter admitted, nor could it 
be pretended, nor was there even a moral neceſſity for it. Why 
then was it contended for with as much pertinacity and ar- 
dour, as if it were not an abſolute luxury, a mere ſacrifice to 
. perſonal pride and vanity ?. It had been ſaid, that wearing 
Powder in the hair marked the diſtinction between a gentle- 
man and a perſon of inferior rank. He peremptorily denied it, 
and moſt eſpecially he muſt aſſert, that it was unneceſſary ta 
be worn by a ſubaltern half- pay oſſicer, becauſe the amount 
of his income was not a ſecret, nor a circumſtance known 


only to himſelf. As far as regarded his half-pay, his flender 


income ſtood expoſed publicly, and every man who: knew his 
rank as an officer, knew the amount of his half-pay. © It cer- 
tainly therefore could, be no diſgrace, no diſhonour, no longer 
to appear with powder in his hair, when the reaſon was 
obvious to an honeſt man, of which no honourable mind 
aught to be aſhamed he could not afford the expence of it. 
; 1. any man who had the ſmalleſt pretenſions to liberality, 
ſhut his doors againſt a deſerving man, becauſe his hair was 


; ; not powdered? Leaſt of all would a general officer, who, 


rom his profeſſional. knowledge, would beſt know why the 
ubaltern wWhe came to ſolicit for better bread, as it had been 
termed, refuſe to admit him to his levee on that account? It 
would be the extremeſt injuſtice to military men of high rank 
in the ſervice, to ſuppoſe it poſſible that they could ack to- 
wards men of merit, of their on profeſſion, but of humbler 
ſtation, in a manner ſo diſhonourable to themſelves. Could 
there be a ſtronger proof that the going without powder did 
not diminiſh the degree of reſpect due to an individual, than 

the appearance which a Noble Earl near him had thought 
proper to make that day? (Lord Guildford, who being 41 — 

bills, was unpowdered.) Would any one of their Lordſhips 

give up an-ivta of that univerſal regard and eſteem which the 
Noble Earl's eminent talents had not been more inſtrumental 
in acquiring him, than his many amiable virtues, on that ac- 
count ? He was perſuaded they would not, and therefore 


— 
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the noble illuſtration of his argument, which chance had pre- 
| ſented to his eye, he hoped would convince their Lordſhips 
that it was ſubſtantial and folid. "OO 1 
Having raiſed a general ſmile by this en paſſant illuſtration in 
alluſion to Lord Guildford, one circumſtance that induced him 
to riſe, he ſaid, was, in order to reſcue Cardinal Du Bois from a 
charge of brutality, that neither belonged to his character, nor 
with which, indeed, he had any ſort of concern. The Noble 
Lord who had related the ſtory, had accidentally forgotten not 
only the ground of the converfation that he had tated, but 
the - perſons concerned in it. The real fact was this -A 
_ groſs and ſcandalous libeller was brought before Monſieur 
d'Argenſon,' a magiſtrate of police, to anſwer for a moſt in- 
famous and indecent publication, the name of which, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, he well recollected ; but it was too offenſivę 
and ſcandalous to be mentioned. The author, when queſ- 
tioned by the magiſtrate as to what excuſe he had to offer for 
having written ſuch an unwarrantable libel, anſwered, Felas, 
Monſeigneur, il faut que je vive; when Monſieur d'Argenſon 
anſwered wittily, but to ſuch a man juſtly, Monteur, je nen 
wir jr ba nee NE Ed FEEL EET 5c, 
His Noble Friend, the Secretary of State, had well ſaid, he 
ſhould have liked the Bill better if it had been ſent from the 
Commons without any exemption. - So, he confeſſed, ſhould 
hae have done himſelf. He ſaw no neceſſity for a clergyman's 
wearing hair-powder more than an half-pay officer; it certainly, 
as the Noble rd who moved the clauſe had obſerved, would 
not add to his eloquence in delivery from the pulpit,” nor lend 
an energy to the Aye of his diſcourſe, when compoſing it in 
his cloſet. Had the Bill come before their Lordſhips _— 
aà clauſe of exemption, its principle would have ſtood one and - 
inviolate, ſupported by its own grounds; and the Bill would 
have been perfectly unexceptionable. His Lordſhip ſaid, with 
regard to the popularity & the tax he had not the ſmalleſt 
doubt, and he had as little doubt that it would prove pro- 
ductire. The circumſtance ſo ingeniouſly called into his ar- 
gument by a Noble Earl, that a poor kitchen-wench might, 
out of ſport, on a Chriſtmas evening, ſnatch up a 1 3 
box and throw flour into her hair, and thence from that fingle 
act of holiday frolic, incur the penalty, and be purſued for 
it, till it ended in impriſonment for life, was rather, in his 
mind, calculated to excite a ſmile than any ſerious appre- 
henſion. No perſon informed againſt on ſuch grounds would 
ever be convicted, or have the penalty levied againſt them, 
much leſs be ſent to jail for life, for want of the power of pay- 
ing it. The Noble Eat appeared to have re ed on every 
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poſſible ground of objection, and had therefore mentioned 
ſtudents of the learned profeſſions; but ſurely the younger 
| ſons of noble families, whoſe brothers enjoyed ſpendid in- 
comes, might with as much reaſon be quoted, as they would 
feel it equally z but ſtill he ſaw no reaſon why gentlemen of 
that claſs might not ſtudy as well at the univerſity without 
powder as with it. Students of the learned profeſſions cer- 
tainly could not mix with ſociety without making an appearance 
ſuited to the cuſtom of the times, and it was the general intereſt 
of all men that ſtudents ſhould keep good company, that they 
ſhould meet with encouragement, and be well received every- 
where. And yet, conſidering them as the ſtrongeſt caſe of the 
two, he ſaw no reaſon why they ſhould not feel the preſſure 
of the times in common with {6 reſt of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects. His Lordſhip added ſome further arguments of a ge- 
meral nature in ſupport of the Bill as it ſtood. __ 
— Lord Mulgrave faid a few words in explanation. 
Tord Auckland ſaid, that if the Bill had come from the 
other Houſe with a clauſe to exempt half-pay officers in the 
manner now propoſed, he could cheerfully have acquieſced in 
it, as he had done with reſpect to the exemption of certain 
claſſes of churchmen. In faying this, he was actuated by 
the ſentiment which had ſo ſtrongly ſhewn itſelf in the preſent 
debate, and by feelings of regard for a reſpectable claſs of 
individuals. The cool and unbiaſſed dictates of his judgment 
were adverſe to the whole chapter of exemptions in the ſyſtem 
of taxation. Every exemption was a deviation from princi- 
ple, which led to a farther deviation. Deme unum atque 
etiam unum. Remove one extreme caſe. of hardſhip, and 
another would always be found behind it. Even in the pre- 
ſent caſe the exemption of the inferior clergy had been uſed 
1 as an argument for the exemption of the half. pay officers. 
3 If he had thought it right to propoſe alterations in the 
= Bill, there were others which he could have wiſhed to intro- 
duce. For example, it was his opinion that the tax was too 
high: He had no doubt that it would be very productive; 
but perhaps as a meaſure of ſinance, it would eventually have 
been more productive, and certainly more ſatisfactory, if it 
had been put at ten ſhillings per head inſtead of twenty-one. 
This however was a mere perſonal conjecture, which he was 
not inclined to ſet up againſt the judgment and deciſion of 
the other Houſe of Parliament. The conſtitution had aſſigned 
to that Houſe the originating of taxes In times like the pre- 
ſent it was an arduous and painful duty, and their Lordſhips 
would not add to its difficulties, or interrupt the public ſup- 
plies, unleſs the caſe were more urgent than what had _ 
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day been ſtated. A Noble Earl (Lord Guildford) had juſtly” | 
faid, that an amendment of a tax Bill, by their Lordſhips, 
could only be conſidered! as a rejection of the Bill with an 
aſſignment of reaſons. His ſenſe of the preſent criſis would 
not allow him to reject the Bill in queſtion; more eſpecially 
when it was notorious that the reaſons to be aſſigned had 
already been diſcuſſed in the other , and — _ 
deemed inadmiſhble. —© 1, 

The TIDE: divided : FIR | 4 

Contents e e e 

Me mn e o 5 ek Is 

| — 

5 


e ee eee For | Majority 
The Bill then paſſed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


TUESDAY, April 28. 


„ Makes Majur moved for leave to ae in a Bill, | 
We a diſcretionary. power to courts to grant colts to proſe. 
cutors in caſes of miſdemeanor. —Granted. | 

Mr. Powys moved for leave to bring in a Bill to remedy, | 
deficient weights and falſe balances. —Granted. The Bill 
was brought in, and read a firſt time, | 

The Speaker ſtated that he had been at the Houſe of Lords, 
where the Royal Aſſent had been Deen, by . to 
ſeveral public and private Bills. . | 5 

The Franking Bill was paſſed. 

Mr. Barbam gave notice of bn intention to mals: a mo- 
tion, on Monday, for papers relative to the conduct of the 
commanders, Sir John Jervis and Sir Charles Grey, towards. 
the French in the Weſt India iſlands, after they had ſubmitted 
themſelves to the Britiſh troops. He ſhould alſo move for the 
inſtructions given to thoſe commanders, for the proclamations 
which they had iſſued, and for- the "memorials which had 
paſſed between them and their officers, and between them 
and miniſters, He ſhould move for theſe papers with a view 
to a ſubſequent motion, that the Houſe ſhould enter into an 
inquiry with reſpect to the tranſactions to which they re- 


lated, an inquiry which, in the Proud e eee * 


peculiarly important. 

Mr. Grey expreſſed his batte Wen at the notice which had 

been given to the Houſe. He would only repeat what he 
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whoſe conduct had been unjuſtly attacked, than the inquiry 
which was now propoſed. He had no objection to the pro- 
duCtion of the papers; on the contrary, he thanked the Hon, 

Gentleman for having moved tc bring them forward. He 
ſhould himſelf have occafion to move for other papers, and 
likewiſe that witneſſes might be called upon in the courſe of 
the inquiry. He wiſhed that the notice had been given at an 
earlier period, when all the documents, which were now re- 
_ quired, were equally in exiſtence. Some of the - officers, 
whoſe teſtimony was material, were -at preſent on the point 
of leaving the erz 3 but he truſted that the delay, which 
would be neceſſary for the vindication of the commanders 
under whom they had ſerved, would not be found incompa- 
tible with the public ſervice. | % 5 
The Bill for granting relief to the Poor at their own houſes, 
after ſome remarks, was appointed to go into a Committee on 
Monday following. —Adjourned. | _ „„ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.. 

General Macleod gave notice, that he would the next day 
move for a return of the Britiſh forces, including the fen. 
Cibles. _ e EI Cs "hs 

On the queſtion being put, that the Bill to prevent the 
ſtealing of Dead Bodies be read a ſecond time, . 

Mr. Mainwaring moved, that the Houſe be counted, 
when there being only twenty-three Members preſent, the 
Houſe adjourned, 1 | „„ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

&& _ TnvrsDar, April 30. 1 15 
The Royal aſſent was given by commiſſion. to the Hair- 

wder Bill, and to ſeveral private Bills. i CART DET 

The Earl of Moira adverted to the happy event of the nup- 
tials of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and to the 

eneral hopes which inſolvent debtors had cheriſhed in con- 
3 of it. His profeſſional avocations had lately prevent- 
ed him from attending his duty in the Houſe, and from ſubmit- 
ting to their Lordſhips his ideas of the propriety. of adopting 
ſome permanent regulation of the law with regard to inſolvent 
debtors, He wiſhed that the fulleſt inveſtigation _— ” 
33 | _ WS Se; nag, 
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had, and the moſt clear diſcrimination between the caſes of 
the fraudulent and the unfortunate. He wiſhed alſo that no 

unneceſſary delay ſhould take place in the inveſtigation of 
this preſſing and important ſubject. Long ago their Lord- 
ſhips had put ſome queſtions upon this matter to the Judges, 
and he knew not the reaſon why theſe learned miniſters of - 
juſtice had not come to a determination. He would not at 
preſent attempt to introduce any Bill relative to inſolvent 
debtors, becauſe he ſhould feel it his duty, whenever he did 
ſo, to attend ſuch Bill in every ſtage, and that his profeſſional 
- avocations would not now permit; therefore he would only 
8 the preſent offer a petition, which he held in his hand, to 
be read. | TEA „ de fln VVV 
The petition was accordingly read. It was 5 by a 
| conſiderable number of 2 had the mis 3 
ſuffer impriſonment for debt; expreſſing their joy at the 
happy event of the nuptials of his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
of Wales; ſtating generally the hardſhips which they ſuffer, 
and expreſſing a hope that they might be permitted to enjoy 
the bleſlings of liberty; imploring the kind and generous in- 
terference of their Lordſhips, and praying ſuch relief, as to 
their Lordſhips might ſeem meet. þ 
Tord Viſcount Sidney called their Lordſhips attention to a 
_ _ circumſtance which related to himſelf, He had lately diſco- 
vered that a great abuſe had been practiſed on the liberty of 
franking newſpapers. Many newſpapers had been ſent in 
his name without his direction. He had never grented that 
privilegs to above two or three, and he underſtood that fifty 
ad been ſent in his name to different parts of the kingdom. 
He did not defire that newſpapers ſhould not be circulated, 
and if it was meant for purpoſes of revenue, let them be 
ſent free to any Member; but while the matter ſtood as it did, 


he thought ir ſhould be put on ſome clear footing. He had 


made inquiry upon this ſubje& at the Poſt-ofhice, but he 
there learnt that he could have.no redreſs, that ſome of the 
editors had got a ſtamp of his name, and ſent as many papers 


as they thought proper under its ſanction, without any au- 


| thority from him. He underſtood that the ſame freedom had 
been taken with the names of other Noble Lords, and of 
many Members of the other Houſe of Parliament, and: that 
a great number of newſpapers had been ſent under cover to 
different parts of the kingdom; nay, laſt year, a gentleman 
in the county in which he lived, received a packet of the 
moſt libellous and ſeditious papers he ever read, under the 
cover of a Secretary to the Treaſury. He hoped ſome method 
would be adopted to prevent ſuch glaring abuſes of the. ps 
„3 | | Yi ' Jeges 
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leges of Members of Parliament. With regard to himſelf, 
| he did not wiſh to take any harſh meaſure at preſent, but 
truſted that no editor of a newſpaper would uſe his name in 


future without his authority, and that what he had now ſaid 


would prevent the neceſſity of his troubling wei Wen 676-0 | 
. 1 . this can | | 


- PRINCE OF WALES'S DEBTS. -. 


The Duke of Grafton began a very earneſt appeal to ne 
Londſhips, with obſerving that it was highly neceſſary to pre- 
ferve the dignity of that Houſe, and the reſpe& due to both 
Houſes at all times, and not to ſully or diminiſh either by 
taking any premature ſtep that might occaſion embarraſſment 
in time to come. Their Lordſhips, he truſted, would all 
feel this, but moſt eſpecially in the days in which they lived, 
when it was more than ever necefſary from the unparalleled 
degree of difficulty and diſtreſs in which the total incapacity 
of his Majeſty's preſent adviſers had fo unfortunately” in- 

volved the country. Of that incapacity he had witneſſed | 
abundant proofs, in the manner of their diſpoſing of the 
molt important points that had been offered to the conſidera- 
tion of their Lordſhips; and moſt eſpecially the laſt motion 
relative to an inquiry into the ſtate of the nation, brought 
forward by a Noble Earl, which the influence of miniſters 
had cauſed to be diſpoſed of contrary to all- precedent, and 
when he, among other Noble Lords, anxiouſly entreated the 
adjournment of a ſingle day to reconſider the ſubject, and to 

avert the evil of a precipitate deciſion on ſo important 2 

ueſtion. 

The taking, as he had already ſaid; any ſtep that Arbe | 
depreciate: that Houſe, was of all things that which he had 
moſt to dread. In this light did he ſee a ſtep that was about 

2 be taken in that Houle the next day (his Majeſty's meſ- 

e on the affairs of the Prince of Wales) — a meaſure in 
10 If highly important, and of ſo delicate a nature, that the 
other Houſe had thought it required a very minute inquiry, 
for ſo he underſtood, and he did not mean to ſpeak unpar- 
Hamentarily, he underſtood it from the printed votes of that 
Houſe. He ſhould not enter into particulars upon the ſub- 
ject then, nor could he, by late experience, flatter himſelf 
with much hope that any thing he might urge would make 
any very deep impreſſion. upon their Lordſhips. But as this 
matter was to be brought on in that Houſe the next day, and 
conſidering what had paſſed in the other Houſe, that there a 
call of the Houſe had been agreed upon previous to any diſ- 


N of the bulinels,: he. truſted. he ſhould not be: thought 
| " 
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to deviate from the rules of Parliament if he adviſed” theit 


Lordſhips to be extremely cautious, and to recollect the dan- 


ger of diſgracing both Houſes, the Royal Family, and the King 


upon the throne, if they took a ſingle ſtep, till their Lordſhips 
ſhould have the meaſure before them which the other Houſe 
might ſend up. Suppoling that their Lordſhips ſhould come 
to ſome propoſition the next day on the ſubject he alluded to, 
and ſhould not have the good fortune to have the concurrence 


of the other Houſe, what would then become of their Lord- 


{hips propoſition ? they could not controul the other Houſe 
upon the ſubject, for they held the public purſe. He would 
have their Lordſhips, therefore, think a moment before they 
_ proceeded in this buſineſs. It was impoſſible that they ſhould 


take any ſtep, without running the danger of committing the 


Houſe to what they might not afterwards be able to maintain';z 
for they could not know what propoſition might come up from 
the other Houſe of Parliament; and thus their Lordſhips, by 
_ adopting any meaſure the next day, might be very much per- 
plexed and entangled afterwards, when they might be called 
upon to aſſent to, or diſſent from, any meaſure that came from 
the other Houſe. When that meaſure, whatever it might be, 
ſhould be fairly before their Lordſhips, he would deliver his 
opinion, without meaning offence to the Illuſtrious Perſonage 
in queſtion, or indeed offence to any quarter; but as an honeſt 
man, openly and unteſervedly, although he might differ from 
his neareſt and deareſt connexions, as he had more than once 
been, painfully to himſelf, obliged to do. His Grace repeated 
that he feared that the Houſe might be brought into a ſtate of 
embarraſſment, if they adopted any thing upon this ſubje& 
the next day; and therefore he hoped his Majeſty's miniſters 
would not think of preſſing any one meaſure in this very eriti- 
cal and delicate buſineſs, before they knew what the other 
Houſc would/refplve upon 2h LD pg 
Lord Grenville ſaid, if the Noble Duke had but waited till 


the next day, he would have found that there was not the 


ſmalleſt occaſion for his Grace to have felt that extraorcinary 
degree of alarm that he had ſo anxiouſly ſtated. Certainly ne 


Noble Lord could imagine that it was his intention to propoſe. 
any meaſure that could lead their Lordſhips into detail on the 
fubieCt.” They muſt undoubtedly wait till they faw' what the 
meaſure was which the other Houſe ſhould legiſſatively ſend 

up for their conſideration, before their Lordſhips proceeded to 


diſcuſſion and debate on the ſubject. All he meant to propoſe 


the next day, would be what every Noble Lord who had read 


his Majeſty's Meſſage, would fee was indiſpenſibly neceffary, 
viz. to move an humble addreſs to his Majeſty, expreſſing their 
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_ Secretaries of State. They bad not yet appeared; wig + he 
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5 ** for his moſt gracious communication, and aſſuring his 


Majeſty of their Lordſhips uniform affeQtion to his perſon and 
the intereſts of the Royal Family; and that at a fit time they 


would cheerfully concur with the other Houſe, in ſuch mea- 


ſures for making a proper provifion for his Royal Highneſs 
the Prince of Wales, as under all the eircumſtances of the caſe 
ſhould appear requiſite. Such an addreſs; his Lordſhip ſaid, 
would not commit or pledge that Houſe to any one proceed- 


ing, but would leave the whole * open to full and free 


diſcuſſion. The whole ſubject muſt come before the Houſe, 
and be conſidered again. If the Noble Duke attended to the 
Meſſage from the Throne, he would ſee that they were not 
called upon to come to any propoſition at preſent that might 
lead to what the Noble Duke apprehended. Perhaps he was 
not regular in ſtating at the preſent moment what he intend- 
ed to move the next day ee e win e "= 
The Duke of Grafton (aid, he was not quite ſatisfied z if any 
body was out of order and irregular, he knew that he was 
that perſon - anxiety for the occaſion betrayed him into it. 
He did not mean to evade the queſtion in any agg he 


thought it would be wrong for that Houſe to take the ſlighteſt 


notice of it, or take a ſingle ſtep in the buſineſs, for fear of go- 
ing too far, until ſome meaſure had been adopted by the Com- 


mons ; becauſe, until that happened, there could be 2 


on which any reſolution could be grounded: And therefore, i 


the Noble Secretary of State perſiſted in his intention of 
moving either an addreſs, or any thing elſe, he begged leave 
to wall his hands of it altogether. Whenever the matter 
ſhould: be brought forward, their Lordſhips ought to know 
what they might do, without being ſubject to the chance of 
its being afterwards ſet aſide. It was with that view he roſe 
to ſubmit his ideas to the Houſe. With regard to the meaſure 
itſelf, when it came to be diſcuſſed, he repeated it, that he 
ſhould give his aſſent or his diſſent, without conſidering 
whether he ſhould give offence to that Houſe, to the nation, 


or elſewhere, for he was determined to do what appeared to 
him to be his duty.—Here the converſation enden. 


ks IN THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE, , 
. The Earl of Lauderdale took the opportunity to ſtate to the 
Houſe, that ſo early in the ſeſſion as the 26th of February, he 


had moved an addreſs to his Majeſty, for papers to be laid on | 


their table, relative to the fees received in the offices of the 


could not conceive. He wiſhed to know of the Noble Secre- 


tary of State, when they were likely to be produced; and 
ls N | | ſecondly, 
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inaccuracy in the form in which his motion was worded: If 
ſo, he was ready to correct it, and render it practicable. 


Lord Grenville ſaid, he could not aſſign any reafon for the 


delay, but that he would make inquiry. 
The Karl of | Lauderdale then obſerved, that the ſeſſion was 
now far advanced, and the Public ought to know in hat for- 
wardneſs our preparations were for a ſuture campaign, and 


what troops were intended to take the field. Miniſters alſo 


ſtood pledged to make ſome communication relative to the Im- 
perial loan, as ſoon as they could. The Noble (Secretary of 


State would recollect, when the meſſage relative to that loan 


came down, it was ſtated, that certain ſums of money had 


been advanced to the Emperor. He ſuſpected that this coun- 


try had paid, or ſtood pledged to pay, a larger ſum of money 
than was communicated to Parliament. As he thought it 
material for the Houſe to know this, he ſhould have a motion 
to make relative to the ſum of money advanced at this period, 
by this country, to the Emperor. of | 


Lord Grenville referred to the tenor of the meſſage, to which 


the Noble Earl had alluded, In anſwer to the firſt queſtion, 
relative to a future campaign, all he could ſay in addition to 


that was, that he had no commands from his Majeſty to make 


a further communication upon that ſubject, and therefore it 
was impoſſible for him to make any other anſwer. To the 
other part of the Noble Earl's requeſt, he ſaw no pointed obe 
jection. „ «nd 46 | than 

The Earl of Lauderdale then moved for an account of fuch 
further ſums of money, as his Majeſty has been induced to 


order to be iſſued to his Imperial Majeſty, fnce: the laſt rer 


turn, ſpecifying the dates, &. —Ordered. 
|. RECAL OF THE LORD, LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND, __ 
The Order of the Day, on the motion of the Duke of 
Norfolk, to inquire into the circumſtances of the recal of Earl 
Fitzwilliam, being generally called for, EE doe 
The Earl of Guildford begged leave to remind the Noble 


Duke, on whoſe notice their Lordſhips were that day ſum+- 
moned, of the extreme impropriety of bringing forward his. 


queſtion reſpecting the recal of the late Viceroy. of the fiſter 
Kingdom, during the abſence of a Noble Duke, the cauſe of 
which abſence'they muſt all lament, He therefore ſubmitted 
it to the Houſe, whether it would not be more ſatisfactory to 
their Lordſhips, and to the Public at large, to defer the dif- 
cuſſion of this important buſineſs, to ſome day when their 
N might have the advantage of the attendance of that 
e VVV 
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Noble Duke, who was deeply implicated in the buſineſs from 
J½% ⁰⁰ c opt nts oa Oe Rt 
The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, he did not mean any diſreſpect to 
the Noble Duke, nor would he urge his queſtion, if ſufficient 
reaſons for poſtponing it were aſſigned; but he did not think 
the caſe was quite made out. A Noble Earl, who had lately 
been recalled from an high and important ſtation, had come 
 downto that Houſe, and charged Adminiſtration with having 
done what they did unjuſtifiadly implicating his character in 
charge in his abſence; and calling on them to name a day to in- 
quire into all the circumſtances of the tranfaction: Blame there 
certainly was ſomewhere, and that Houſe had a right to have 
the true grounds of it aſcertained, for their ſatisfaction and that 
of the Public. One miniſter was prevented from attending the 
Houſe to-day, and it was ſuppoſed that the queſtion referred 
to the department of that miniſter in particular; that ſeemed 
to be the reaſon why this buſineſs was wiſhed to be deferred. It 
did not appear to him to be by any means a ſufficient reaſon ; 
but he would be guided by their Lordſhips, if they would be 
pleaſed to ſuggeſt their deſire. As there were two parties 
concerned in this buſineſs, his Majeſty's miniſters and the 
Noble Earl, and there certainly was an obvious indelicacy in 
foreing either of them to ſay a word on the ſubject, he would 
therefore wait for the opinion of other and leſs intereſted 
Lords. When he underſtood the wiſh of the Houſe, he would 
ac accordingly. He was either ready to proceed at that mo- 
ment, or to wait a fewsdays longer. : En 
The Earl of Moira conceived the Noble Duke would find it 
" abfolutely impoſſible to bring forward his queſtion, when he 
conſidered that the abſent Secretary of State preſided over the 
office with which the Viceroy of Ireland immediately - and 
ſolely correſponded. If the newſpapers correctly reflected 
what had paſſed in the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, when 
a queſtion for an inquiry on the ſame ſubject had been lately 
agitated; an Hon. Gentleman, who had lately left England, and 
who had much converſation of a confidential nature with his 
_ Majeſty's miniſters, had declared pon his honour that the No- 
ble Earl had not gone a ſtep beyond his inſtructions. His Lord- 
ſhip: mentioned the re ſpect perſonally due from one Noble Lord 
to another; and ſaid, that to proceed in the abſence of the No- 
ble Duke, would be a mark of diſreſpect to him, without be- 
ing of. any advantage to the Houſe. The Noble Duke ought 
to have an opportunity of taking his ſhare in the diſcuſſion, _ 
eſpecially When the uſual practice, that each party involved in 
blame afcribable to one or other ſhould be preſent, was con- 
77 ered - CC 4 © SIRE 2h ? „ 
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Tze Earlof Guildford was ſtill of opinion that the diſcuſſion 
ought not to be gone into in the abſence of the Noble Duke. 
He thought it would be with more ſätisfaction to themſelves, 


to the people of this country, and to the people of Ireland, to 


proceed in the preſence of the Noble Duke, and therefore he 
muſt perſiſt in deſiring to poſtpone the ſubject; he accordingly 


moved, that the Order of the Day be diſcharged. ' 


The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, he ſhould move that their Lord- 
ſhips be ſummoned at a future day, to take this þuſineſs into 


conſideration. He, differed from thoſe who ſaw ſo much ne- 
ceſſity for the preſence of the Noble Duke. He conceived the 


matter to reſt entirely between the Noble Earl who had been 


recalled; and the Committge of the Privy. Council at large, and 
not at all with any particular individual of the Cabinet. 

The Order of the Day being diſcharged, Lord Grenville ſaid, 
whenever the motion, of which the Noble Duke had given 
notice, ſhould be brought forward, he ſhould give it his de- 
cided negative z it was to him, therefore, matter of indiffer- 
ence, whether the buſineſs came forward on that or any other 
day. He ſaid this without intending to convey any idea, that 
he concurred in the propriety of ſome 3 which he 
hae ¶ / 
The Harlef Lauderdale ſaid, that no one lamented moreſthan he 
did the indiſpoſition of the Noble Duke (Portland), and wiſhed 
to know what his indiſpoſition was. He learned, he ſaid, it 
was the gout; and if a flying gout, he obſerved, the motion 
may fly from day to day, and eyer be kept off, In ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, he ſaid, ſummoning the Houſe was all a farce. 

It was agreed by their Lordſhips, that the ſubject ſhould 
ſtand for Friday ſe*nnight.—Adjourned. „ 


nous or COMMONS, 
TubnspAv, April 30 
' ELECTION: COMMITTEE BILL. 


Me. T. Greiiville ſaid, that ſuch a ſpirit had diſcovered it- 
felf in the Houſe with reſpect to enforcing the attendance on 


Election Committees, that he conceived that the ſtanding or- 
ders would be fully ſufficient for the purpoſe, and conſequently 


that the regulations, which he had propoſed by a new Bill, 
would no longer be neceſſary. He Cr mind to with- 
draw the Bilk dne 886 
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7 Smith moved, cc That 2n humble Add * pre- 
+ to his Majeſty, praying that his Majeſty would be gra- 
ciouſſy pleaſed. to direct that the monument to the memory of 
8 Captain Faulknor ſhould be erected in the cathedral church 
of St. Paul, London, inſtead of the collegiate. church of St, 
; en Weſtminſter.” ”—Agreed to nem. con. 


| NUMBER OF TROOPS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

Gp Maclesd moved for a return of the number of troops 
al Great Britain. He anticipated one objection to his motion, 
namely, that ſuch a return would have the effect to give in- 
Formation to the enemy. But he was affured, that the enemy 

were already in poſſeſſion of more accurate information on the 
a ſubject, than even the Members of that Houſe.  - 

The Secretary at War aid, that the Hon. Sedtleman had 
cextainly anticipated the objection which he meant to have 
made. Such a motion as he had now propoſed, - was by no 
Means common in time of war. 

Colonel Maitland ſaid, that he ſuppoſed the object of his 

| Hon. Friend in bringing forward the motion, was to appriſe 
the people of Great Britain of the extent of the burden which 
they had to bear. He hoped, however, that he would with- 

draw it for the preſent, in order to bring it for ward i in a more 
confined ſhape. * 

General Macleod ſaid, ka As he had moved only for a re- 
turn of the number of the troops, and not for any information 
with reſpect either to their ſtation or the manner m which they 
were to be employed, he had hoped there would have 128 no 
öbjection to his motion. 

The Secretary at War till perſiſted i in his objeCtions. 5 

Mr. Hos faid, that the motion was highly proper, both in a 
political and economical point of view. He adduced ſeveral 
inſtances in the American war, in which ſuch motions had 
been made, and had always been granted. | 
| ow motion was negatired, 


| INNEEEPERS, ; 


The Uouſe having reſolved itſelf into a Ce de of . 

: whole Houſe upon the Bill for the relief of Innkeepers _ 
- © The Serretary at War ſaid, that in reality he did not ſee why 
\ orlginatly innkeepers ſhould have been the objects on whom 
-Aoldiers ought to be billeted more than other people; but as 

» things were ſo ſettled; and the charges of innholders made on 
their gueſts were proportioned to the burden they were made 


to bear before the war, he * that what happened 2 he X 
— 411 5 : ps the 


A8 m 30, WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 117 


the commeneement of boltibties ought not to be taken into 
| conſideration. 
The grievances they bad to complain of were Win troops 
were ſtationed in quarters, by which they allege they loſe 
each day three-pence per man; another loſs alſo aroſe to them 
from the horſes ; and a third from troops on march, at which 
time they are obliged to furniſh them with proviſions. at the 
rate of ſixpence for each dragoon, and ſixpence for the horſe, 
and four-pence for eyery foot ſoldier — However, as many bar- 
racks had been lately erected, it was a great ſet-off to their 
loſſes, which was a matter worthy the obſervation of the Com- 
mittee, He would therefore propoſe, after forming a juſt 
eſtimate of what they might probably loſe, where they 
ſtated their loſs to be one ſhilling, to allow them ſixpence; 


where ten-pence,' to allow! them five-pence'z and where three- 


pence, to allow them two-pence, 

There was alſo a matter which he wiſhed to correct, 3 
the privilege of recruits remaining in free quarters ſeven days 
after their being inliſted. It had been often the caſe that re- 
cruiting parties had ſhifted their quarters, and availed them- 
{clves, to the great detriment of the innholders, of this pri- 
vilege. He would therefore propoſe, that a ſmaller number 
of days or free quarters ſhould be allowed the. 

Mr. Plomer objected to that clauſe which limited the dura- 
tion ef the Act to the end of the war; he thought that from 

the marching and counter-marching of troops after the war, 
it ſhould continue at leaſt a year longer, as many inconveni- 
_ ences muſt ariſe to innholders from this circumſtance. * 7 

A long anddeſultory converfation then enſued between Me 
Huſſey, Mr. Baker, and the Secretary at W ar, on one of the 
clauſes of the Bill, when 

Captain Berkeley propoſed the introduction of ter elauſes, 
the firſt purporting an exemption of the benefits arifing from the 
Bill to ſuch innkeepers as might increaſe the price of poſting z 
and the ſecond, inveſting magiſtrates with a power, in eaſe of 


an inereafe in the price of hays oath, c. of impoſing, an ads | 


equate price on poſting. 
A long converſation then enſued on this clauſe, in bah 
Mr. Baker, Mr. Plamer, Mr. H. N. y, Captain Berkeley, General 


Smith, and My. Buxton took a part; after which Captain Berke- 
ey agreed to withdraw the' clauſes; promiſing et the fame time 


to introduce a Bill founded on the ſame. 


The Houſe being reſumed, the Toon: of the Committe 


| was Ew for t0-MOorrow: . 
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 RECAL OF THE LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND, © 
Mr. Jelyll gave notice, that from unforeſeen circumſtances, 
he could not with propriety ſubmit his motion which ſtood for 
that day, reſpeCting the recal of Earl Fitzwilliam from the 
Viceroyſhip of Ireland. He would, with the leave of the 
Houſe, defer it to Tueſday ſe'nnitht © 
The ſecond reading of the Dead Body Bill was deferred to 
Zz on TE 


The commitment of the Dutch Property Bill, and the third 
reading of the Inſurance Bill, were deferred to next day; e: 
Fol ion, CE Dos ably | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
= on IDS 8 
Lord Grenville moved the Order of the Day, which was 
to take his Majeſty's Meſſage on the affairs of the Prince of 
Wales into conſiderations © i . 
The Meſſage being read. „%% Wea : 
Lord Grenville, in conformity to the notice he had given, 
roſe for the purpoſe of moving an addreſs to his Majeſty. He 
reminded their Lordſhips of what he had ſaid the preceding 
day, and declared he did not intend to enter into any detail on 
the preſent occaſion; becauſe that ſhould be left to a future 
opportunity. It was not proper, in his opinion, for their Lord- 
ſhips to come to any ſpecific reſolution that might bind or 
pledge either the Houſe or any one Noble Lord, for various 
reaſons, one of which was obvious—he meant the practice of 
Parliament, by which it was underſtood that all legiſlative _ 
meaſures relating to public expences, ſhould originate in the 
other Houſe of Parliament. He hoped that what he had to 
_ propoſe would meet with the unanimous concurrence of the 
Houſe, it was nothing more than an addreſs in anſwer to his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious Meſſage in general terms, aſſuring his 
Majeſty of what he was perſuaded. the breaſts of all their 
Lordſhips felt, great reſpect for his Majeſty and the Royal Fa- 
mily, and a wiſh that they ſhould have a proviſion ſuitable to 
their dignity. What meaſures ſhould be taken to relieve his 
Royal Highneſs from his e:abarraſlment, to prevent his being 
ſubjected to any ſuch hereafter, or even what ſhould be his eſta- 
blühment, were points for ſuture conſideration. He ſhould, for 
the preſent, only move that an addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty; the Tubſtance of which was to return his Majeſty their 
Lordchips thanks for his gracious communication: To aſſure his 
ö 8 Muajeſty 


— 


— 


be, under all the circumſtances, thought neceſſary for making a 


proviſion for his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, &c. 


The Addreſs being read, and the queſtion put, 


The Karl of Guildford ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe this 


Addreſs. The Noble Secretary of State had ſo worded it, 
that it appeared to him to be perfectly unexceptionable, as 


it did not pledge Noble Lords to any meaſure whatever, The 
Noble Seeretary of State had very properly kept out of the 
Addreſs all thoſe topics which might, perhaps, have prevented 


that unanimity which was ſo defireable on the occaſion, and 


be hoped there would be but one ſentiment upon it. He roſe, 


however, even in that ſtage of the proceeding, to make an ob- 
ſervation relative to the latter part of the Meflage, and ſay a 
few words upon it; his abſervation might perhaps be thought 


more fit to be made on a future day, when the ſubject ſhould 
come more properly before them, but he thought it right to 


mention it. He had heard in many places of one idea of ad- 


| juſting the object of his Majeſty's Meflage, which hewvas per- 


juaded would:be far from rendering it palatable, and he withed 
it to be made as palatable as poſſible. What he alluded to 


was an idea of exonerating the civit lift, and throwing the 


burden on the people. Such a meaſure was unwiſe in itſelf, 


and was extremely painful even to be heard ſuggeſted, 


He hoped, whatever the plan adopted might be, care would be 
taken to leave the Prince of Wales perfectly free and unem- 
barraſſed. A proper proviſion was due to his high rank and 


exalted ſtationz an income, which on account of the peculiar 


tearneſs of provigons and all the neceſſaries of life, ought far 
to exceed that allowed to any former Prince of Wales. The 
Public were bound to make that proviſion for the Prince, not 


only as he was the heir apparent to the Throne, but on account 


of the amiable Princeſs who had been. invited to this country; 


an invitation in which both Houſes of Parliament by their ad- 


drefſes might be ſaid to have concurred. With reſpect to the 
income of his Royal Highneſs, and the mode by which he was 
to be enabled todiſcharge his incumbrances, it did not appear 
to him to be very material whether they were to be diſcharged 
by a direct ſpeeific impoſt upon the Public, or out of any ſhare 
of the income to be ſettled on his Royal Highneſs. His 
Royal Highneſs ſhould at all events be placed in a fituation, 
that would render any further application of this nature, to 


Parlia- 
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Majeſty of the intereſt their Lordſhips had in the happineſs; 
of his Majeſty, and every branch of his illuſtrious family: 
That their Lordſhips will take the ſubject of his Majeſty's gra · 
cious communication into their moſt ſerious conſideration, 
and that they will be ready to concur in ſuch meaſures as may 
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Parliament, on his part, unneceſſary, by there not being the 
ſmalleſt poſſibility for him to find himſelf again involved in 
the ſame diſſiculty. If they did not do that, the two Houſes 
would do nothing, at leaſt nothing to any purpoſe, He hoped 
alſo, that due regard ſhould be had to the latter part of his 
Majeſty's Meflage, and that ſome legiſlative proviſion ſhould 
be made, whieh would render it impoikble for any future 
Prince of Wales to ſuppoſe he had an unlimited credit on the 
public purſe. Having ſuggeſted this, he was. happy to ny he 
concurred entirely in the preſent Addreſs. 

Lord Grenville felt great pleaſure in hearing what had been 
expreſſed. by the Noble Earl. He entirely coincided: with him 
in opinion upon. all the topics he had mentioned, moſt eſpe- 
cially in the neceſſity and propriety of freeing the Prince from 
his difficulties altogether. Whatever the meaſure propoſed 
might be, conſidered as a meaſure: of finance, it ought to be 
framed to thatend; and he-could affure the Noble Earl and the 
Houle, that when the matter came to be diſcufied, it would 
be found that in every meaſure in which he at leaſt had 
any ſhare relating to it, the utmoſt caution would be uſed to 

revent any of thoſe inconveniences which the Noble Earl 
Jad alluded to. He aſſured their Lordſhips that he had no 
other reaſon for not entering more fully into the ſubject, than 
that this did not Nr to 8 to be a ſit ſeaſon for that 
puppe. B e | 
PT The Addreſs was then agreed ts to nem. di * 
EEE | 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FriDaY, May t. 
proceeded on the private Bills before the Houſe. 
The report of the Eau Brink Drainage Bill was brought up. 


5 On the queſtion that the Feen be read a ſechng Tunes 
the Houle divided: | 


8 | | f = — . 3 . 
E 1 8 [4-24 £33 5 


1 ; 28 
A diviſton allo took place on the queſtion that the Bill be re- 
E e alter which the doors were ſhut, and ſtrangers 
„ Vr6s . „ od 
Ad Pro to Monday, 


* Hovse 
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read a third time, and pafſed. © 1. 


The Bill for granting Stamp Duties on Sea Inſurances was 


WST. IxorA IsLAN bs. 


| Mr. Luſbington preſented a petition from the Weſt India 


merchants, requeſting a diſavowal of the proclamations of Sir 
Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis. The petition ſtated, that 
they had preſented different memorials to miniſters on the ſub- 
ject, and had lately received for anſwer, that, as the property 
confiſcated by theſe ' proclamations, was ordered to be re- 
ſtored, no further meaſures were neceſſary; but in conſidera- 
tion of the unpleaſant ſtate of warfare in which the iſlands 
were involved, they truſted that the Houſe would take ſuch 
meaſures as to their wiſdom might ſeem meet, in order 
to come to a formal- difavowal of proclamations, which had 
been found to be ſo miſchievous in their effects. The petition 
was read, and ordered to lie upon the table. Fo 
ee err od . 

Ur. Fox moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, that his Majeſty be graciouſly pleaſed to give direc- 
tions that. there be laid before the Houſe, an account of the 
different ſums of money paid to the Emperor, or to his com- 
manders, for the ſervice of the Imperial forces, with the dif- 
ferent dates at which ſuch ſums were advanced. —Ordered. 


sR CHARLES GREY AND SIR JOHN JERVIS. = 


| Mr. Barham ſaid, that he was deeply impreſſed with the _ 


importance of the ſubject which he was to bring forward, and 
at the ſame time ſenſible of the weakneſs of the hand into 
which it had fallen. — He roſe, therefore, not without anxiety 
on the preſent occaſion, but, conceiving the object which he 
had in view to be no leſs fimple than it was important, he 
truſted that the ſtrength of the cauſe would counterbalance 
the weakneſs of the advocate. He did not bring forward a 
motion calculated to lead to inquiry, without having ſuch 
grounds as appeared to him fully ſufficient to warrant inveſti» 
gation, He would firſt take notice of the time which he had 
choſen for the purpoſe, in anſwer to the queſtion put to him 


upon a former occaſion, Why he had ſo long delayed bring- 


ing forward imputations againſt the conduct of the com- 
manders who had been AK in the Welt Indies ? It was 


Vol. III. 
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not his intention to throw out any imputation againſt the con- 
duct of thoſe commanders. He certainly moved for papers 
with a view to ulterior proceedings. But without the pro- 

quction of thoſe papers nothing could be done. Perhaps from 
the reſult of their contents it might appear that there was not 
even the ſmalleſt ground for imputation. When he introduced 
the ſubject on a former evening; he ſtated that he then pro- 
ceeded on the ground of public report; it was notorious; that 
it was a ſubject on which meetings had been convened, and 
memorials preſented. Such. being the caſe, the motion which 
he had to propoſe, was, in either point of view, proper. 
Whether the imputations which had been thrown out were 
well or ill founded, the effect of his motion would be in the 
one caſe to ſhew the innocence of the parties unjuſtly accuſed, 
and in the other to induce the Houſe to take ſuch ſteps as to 
their wiſdom might ſeem meet. He was rather ſurpriſed that 
the intimation he had formerly given had been received with 

ſome degree of aſperity by Gentlemen intereſted in the iſſue 

of the queſtion. The aſperity had been haſtily ſhewn, and he 
aſſured them would by him be readily forgotten. So far from 
ſhewing any aſperity on his part, he was deſirous to adopt that 
mode of proceeding which might be deemed moſt reſpectful 
to the Gentlemen concerned in the buſineſs. If the refult of 
the inveſtigation ſhould be, that no tranſaction had taken place 
inconſiſtent with their fair fame, or derogatory to the laurels 
which they had ſo honourably acquired, nobody would rejoice 
more than he would. But reluctant as he might feel to un- 
dertake any thing that appeared like a perſonal attack, the pre- 
ſent proceeding ſeemed to him neceflary, both in order to 
reſcue their character, and to vindicate the honour of the 
country. He ſhould move for certain papers relative to the 
conduct that had been obſerved towards the French Weſt India 
Hands, which had ſubmitted themſelves to the Britiſh arms. 
The papers for which he ſhould move came under the follow- 
ing defcriptions: Copies of the Proclamations ifſued by Sir 
Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis during their command in the 
Weſt Indies; Copies of the Memorials to Officers, containing 
Inſtructions relative to their conduct; Copies of the Memorials 
fent home to Miniſters, reſpecting the tranſactions in the 
French Weſt India Hands, with their Anſwers; Copies of the 
eg of the Lawyers to whom thoſe Memorials were re- 
erred. | ee Lt V 
Mr. Barham proceeded to ſtate the grounds on which he 
moved for theſe papers; 1ft, becauſe they might be granted 
without danger or inconvenience; .2dly, with a view to further 


proceedings. The ſubject of inveſtigation to which theſe pa- 
pers related, was itſelf of the greateſt importance; it was 
not merely founded on idle . conjeQture 3 complaints had 
been received both. from thoſe, who were the ſufferers, an 

thoſe who were the victims of retaliation, in conſequence” o 

the proceedings ſaid to have taken place in the Weſt Indies. 
There had been laid upon the table that day, by one of tlie 
Members for the city of London, a petition from the planter; 
and merchants in thoſe iſlands, praying for a public difavowal 
of theſe proclamations— it was therefore the duty of that Hou: e 


to have them produced. If the voice of the colonies could 


4 


be diſregarded, we ought never to be deaf to the yoice of our 
breach of the laws of nations, and of war. It yas # ſubject, 
which involved the fame, the honour, and the humanity 6 


| Great Britain. The charge made was no leſs than that, the 


conduct of the Britiſh troops had given riſe to a new Tort of 
war in thoſe iſlands. © It was of conſequence to aſk, Whether 


the ſolitary ſucceſſes. which had relieved the uninterrupted di 
alters of laſt campaign, had brought og | 
diſgrace than advantage to the country. In confequence 9 
the ſyſtem purſued, we were told, that we had already loſt one 
iſland, bought with the expence of blood, and maintained at 
the expence of character; and the others, if not already gone, 
were at leaſt greatly endangered. It ſuch Was the importance 
of the ſubject, it would remain with the Houſe to decide, 
whether it ought to be allowed to paſs without further con- 


ſideration. There was only one point more on which he ſhould 


touch. At a time that the war ſeemed more to be carried on 
from feelings of animoſity, than inducements of intereſt, we 


ſhould: by ſuch an inveſtigation ſhew to the enemy our mo- 


deration and humanity, and that we thought ourſelves bound 


to perſevere in the conteſt only from the operation of neceſſity, 


but that it was on our part a war of juſtice, and not of plunder. 
He concluded with making his firſt motion for copies of the 

Proclamarions, &c. coo de rents pr nn ee 
Mr. Manning roſe to ſecond the motion. In order to ſhew 
that no charge of delay attached to them in bringing forward 
the ſubject, he mentioned that he was one of the Committee 
of Weſt India merchants; that they had preſented one Me- 
morial on the 28th of Auguſt 1794, and a ſecond in the mont! 


of February 1795, and had received no anſwer from miniſters 


till within theſe four days. The proclamation iſſued by the 


_ commanders led to a ſyſtem of general confiſcation. Mea- 


ſures had indeed been taken to reſtore the property, but theſe 
had been conveyed. in a private and confidential way. The 
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perſons concerned were not ſatisfied with this mode of pro- 
ceeding: They aſked why a direct and open diſavowal of the 


original ſyſtem was not adopted, in order that it might be con- 


veyed to foreign nations. At preſent the obnoxious proceed- 
ings were ſtill conſidered as public acts, and the object of the 


propoſed inveſtigation was to obtain a clear and diſtinct dif. 


avowal of them on the part of this country. Mr, Manning 
here referred to the Proclamation of the Commanders on the 
roth of May 1794. He quoted the King's Proclamation of 


the 1ſt of January, which promiſed to thoſe iſlands which 


ſhould ſubmit themſelves perfonal ſecurity, and ſecurity for 
their property. How well the latter promiſe had been kept, 
would appear from the proceedings that had actually taken 


place. He ſaid, he had, laſt year, concurred in the vote of 


thanks to Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, for their naval 
and military conduct; in the capacity of Commanders, he 
Highly approved of their gallantry and exertions. Their ſub- 
ſequent conduct, however, appeared to him to call for inquiry, 
In that conduct, ſomething might be traced like a juſtification 
of the late Proclamation of the French Commander, and pro- 
bably the new ſort, of war carried on in the iſlands, was only 
a retaliation of the proceedings which had firſt taken place 
under Britiſh auſpices. If we looked to Conde and Valen- 
ciennes, nothing like confiſcation or contribution had been 
adopted, with regard to the inhabitants of | thoſe places, No- 
thing of that ſort had taken place in Tobago. The Proclama- 
tion, with reſpect to its local operation, had indeed been an- 
nulled by the meaſures taken to reſtore the confiſcated pro- 
perty ; but with reſpect to the character of this country, it 


could only be annulled by a public diſavowal. 

Mr, Secretary Dundas ſaid, that he could have wiſhed to 
have previouſly heard ſomething from an Hon, Member, who, 
it could not but be ſuppoſed, was moſt deeply intereſted in 
the preſent ſubject. Imputations had certainly gone forth, 
inconſiſtent with the honour which through life had guided 
thoſe gallant perſons upon whom they had been caſt; but if 
an inquiry had not already taken place, it was atleaſt no fault of 
the Commanders intereſted, who had teſtified the preateſt 
anxiety to vindicate their character from the various imputa- 
tions that had gone abroad, impeaching the purity of their 
conduct. It was impoſhble for him to concur in any thing 
that might ſeem to imply cenſure of Sir Charles Grey and Sir 


| 5 25 Jervis, while he remembered for how many pleaſant hours 


e was indebted to the diſpatches conveying accounts of the 
numerous trophies which they had ſo gallantly acquired in the 


- 


ſervice of their country, At the ſame time he was aware, that 


. 


* 
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if he ſhould attempt to negative the preſent motion, he might 
ſeem deſirous to cover what he was not able to deſend. If there 


were in the Proclamations ſome inaccuracies of expreſſion, from 


which improper conſtructions might be drawn, it was at the ſame 
time to be remembered, that ſome of the ſtrongeſt charges, which 
had in the firſt inſtance been brought againſt the conduct of the 
Commanders, had afterwards turned out not to be true. The 
firſt Proclamation of his Majeſty, which had been referred to, 
was addreſſed to the iſlands, on the idea that they would make 
no reſiſtance; Martinique, however, had been diſputed, every 
inch of ground; it had not ſurrendered, but was captured, and 
it was evident that the troops had a juſt claim to' every ad- 
vantage which they acquired by the right of conqueſt. Mr. 


Dundas ſtated, that though, in juſtice to the/Public, to the gal- 


lant officers, and to the reſpectable perſons whoſe petition had 
that day been preſented, he ſhould not refuſe copies of the 


papers which had been moved, there were various objections 
which he ſhould have afterwards to urge to going into an in- 


quiry to any extent. Thoſe were—the immediate call upon 
officers for the public ſervice, whoſe teſtimony might be defired 
by the Commanders whoſe conduct was called in queſtion 


the advanced period of the ſeſſion, which would neceflarily oc- 


caſion the abſence of many reſpectable Members; and the im- 


_ propriety of taking up in that Houſe, the diſcuſſion of the 
claims of individuals with reſpe& to Weſt India property, 


_ which were at preſent in a train of deciſion before the proper 


Courts, One of the evils as ſtated to flow from the conduct 


of thoſe Commanders, was the loſs of Guadaloupe, &c. Surely 
no man could be ſo irrational as to ſuppoſe this. Becauſe the 
French had landed large reinforcements from Europe, did that 
flow from their Proclamations? Becauſe privateers had landed 
men on the iſland of Grenada, and the Caribbs had joined 
them in plundering and devaſtating the country; could that be 


attributed to their meaſures? Nothing fo abſurd. He had 


flattered himſelf, that the letter which had been written to a 
Noble Duke, in anſwer to the Memorials, would have ſatisfied 
Gentlemen, that there was no neceſſity for ſuch a meaſure as 
the preſent. In theſe Memorials the merchants certainly call- 
ed for a public difavowal of the Proclamations iſſued by Sir 


Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis; but whatever tended to a 


diſavowal, tended alſo to a cenſure on the conduct of the two 
Commanders, and to any ſuch cenſure he ſhould have had a 
decided objeftion, He ſhould have thought it ſufficient that 
the Proclamations had not been acted upon, and that affairs had 
returned to the ſame ſituation on which they were previouſly to 


ſuch Proclamations. In juſtification of the Noble Duke, he 


begged 
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begged leave to read the anſwer that had been returned to 
the Memorials that had been preſented to him :— bats 


« Tn anſwer to certain Memorials on the ſubje& of the two Proclama- 
tions iſſued by Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, I beg leave to aſſure 
you, that as ſoon as Government were informed of the nature of thoſe 
Proclamations, they ſent directions to the Weſt Indies, which were fo 
clearly underſtood, that the money that had been levied was immediately 
reſtored, and the Proclamations cannot but be conſidered as annulled. ?“ 


He objected to any dilavowal implying cenſure of a pro- 
clamation, which either had not been acted upon, or its 
effects done away. So far from the complaints which had 
been talked of, the General Aſſemby of Martinique had lately 
voted to Sir Charles Grey a ſervice of plate, and a ſword, 
as an expreſſion of their ſatisfaction and gratitude for his 

Me. Fox declared himſelf to be a friend to inquiries, but 
ſaid, he always wiſhed ſome ground to be laid for them. 
The Hon. Mover had laid no ground for going into any in- 
quiry. What had been ſtated by the Hon. Gentleman who 
ſeconded him, conſiſted partly of matter of opinion and partly 
of fact. The opinion upon which he ſeemed to proceed was, 
that plunder ought not to be carried to the extent to which 
at preſent it was exerciſed by the right of conqueſt. In this 
opinion he might agree with him; but at preſent they were 
not ſitting in an aſſembly of delegates to new-model the law 
of nations; they muſt look to what had been the uniform 

ractice of victorious troops. An Hon. Gentleman had re- 
þ 25 0 to what had paſſed at Valenciennes; the caſe was en- 
tirely different; Valenciennes capitulated; Martinique was 
taken, as it were, by ſtorm. In order to lay a ground of 
charge againſt the Commanders, it would be neceflary to 
ſhew that the accounts given in the Gazette of their conqueſts 
were only miſrepreſentations to juſtify the ſeverity of their 
ſubſequent treatment of the iſlands. He ridiculed the idea 
of the conduct of the Britiſh having given riſe to a ſyſtem of 
retaliation on the part of the French, and of a French Ge- 
neral brought up in that ſchool of juſtice and humanity, the 
African trade, having modelled his violent declaration from 
the proclamations of our Commanders. He was aſtoniſhed 
to hear that Guadaloupe had beerr loſt by any proceedings of 
Sir Charles Grey or Sir John Jervis ; he had conſidered it as 
having been loſt in conſequence of the arrival of French re- 
inforcements, the inſurrection of the negroes, and the return 
of perſons who had been ſent away for their diſaffection to the 
Britiſh government, The gallant Commanders whom he mw 


— 
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juſt mentioned felt themſelves highly aggrieved by the charges 
brought againſt them, and he, leaning to their fide, would 


certainly vote for an inquiry. What he, however, ſhould 
defire, would be a full and fair inquiry, in the confidence, 


not only from the high military fame, but from the reputa- 


tained through life, that in the reſult of ſuch an inquiry their 


hands would be found to be as clean as their exertions had 
been tinned, 8 ee eee e eee 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer remarked, that the preſent 
was ſimply a motion for the production of papers, and not a 
motion of inquiry. He objected therefore to all diſcuſſion, as 
premature in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs. The reſult of 
the production of the papers muſt be either to aſcertain the 
extent of blame, or completely to do away the imputation, 
or elſe to leave ſuch degree of doubt as might or might not 
appear a ſufficient ground of inquiry. He ſhould not pledge 
| himſelf to any fide of the queſtion. It ſeemed to be the ge- 
neral ſenſe to grant the papers, which indeed could be attend- 
ed with no oublic inconvenience z as to all details of facts, 


and diſcuſſions of principles, he thould'entirely reſerve himſelf 


for a future occaſion. | | | 
Colonel Maitland was of opinion, that thoſe Gentlemen 
who came forward upon this occaſion ought to have taken 
pains to aſcertain ſome facts, upon which to found afterwards 
an inquiry, and to ſhew that there was reaſon for inqui 

before they proceeded to call for any papers: Such the Houſe 
in general expected upon motions for the production of pa- 
pers; but, inſtead of this, they called for the papers, and 
left the matter to be diſpoſed of afterwards, according as they 
might be able to fiſh for information out of the papers fo 
produced. He had no objection to the inquiry, and he 


hoped they had none; but he muſt alſo expreſs a hope, that 
theſe Gentlemen would follow theſe motions for papers with 
others of ſome importance, which would afford to Sir Charles 
Grey and Sir John Jervis an opportunity of laying all the 


circumſtances of their conduct in the Welt Indies before the 
Houſe. When theſe circumſtances were brought fairly for- 
ward, he had no doubt but that the conduct of thefe gallant 
officers would reflect on them the higheſt honour. ' This 
would refute all the calumny that had been ſo induſtriouſly 
circulated 'againſt them. He hoped, that Gentlemen who 
ſeemed ſo defirous at preſent of entering into the diſcuſhon 


of this ſubje& would keep nothing back, but come forward 


fairly and candidly. It had been induſtriouſly reported that 


: the Britiſh army attacked defenceleſs towns, only with a view 
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to plunder; but he put it to the hearts of the Houſe, whe- 
ther it was poſſible that ſuch men as Generals Campbell and 


Dundas were capable of ſuch mean and deteſtable baſeneſs? 
He alſo noticed, under different heads, the other reports that 


had been circulated to the prejudice of Sir Charles Grey and 


Sir John Jervis, and explained the points that had been er- 


roneouſly ſtated, on each of which he argued at ſome length, 
and came to concluſions highly favourable to theſe Gentle- 


men. As they took poſſeſſion of the different places men- | 


tioned by force of arms, and by ſtorm, as had been truly 


| ſtated by the Secretary of State, all the property, he ſaid, 


became forfeited, and all the inhabitants were fubject, by 
the law of nations, to a military execution. This doctrine 


he maintained to be conſiſtent not only with the. ſpirit of the 


law of nations, but alſo with the practice of war in the moſt 
modern, as well as ancient times; and viewing the ſubject in 


that light, they were, in his opinion, highly meritorious, 
The circumſtances of theſe places being taken by aſſault, 

did away all the objections which had been taken againſt the 
principle of the proclamation which had been ſo much com- 
| plained of. Theſe objections were built upon the idea that 


the parties on whom contribution had been levied had ſur- 


rendered to the Britiſh arms, for ſo ſome of the memorials 


ſtated z but it was ridiculous to talk of the ſurrender of the 
inhabitants of a place which had been taken by ſtorm. All 
that he had heard, and all that he knew upon. this ſubject, 


led him, as a friend to Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, 


to wiſh for this inquiry, becauſe he was ſure that the more 
their conduct was examined, the more it would appear to 
their honour 3 but he could not help expreſſing ſome regret 


that perſons who had merited ſo much honour, who had ſo 


deſervedly received-the thanks of the Houle for their conduct, 
who had been fo victorious, ſhould not yet have received 
fome mark of his Majeſty's approbation, eſpecially as others, 
who no doubt had acted bravely, but had not been equally ſuc- 
ceſsful, had received Royal favour. He concluded with ſay- 


ing, that as this buſineſs had been brought forward in this 
manner, he hoped the Houſe would not be content with hav- 
ing a few papers on its table, but that a fair and full inveſti- . 


gation of the whole matter would be entered into. 
Sir William Young wiſhed alſo for this inquiry. He ex- 


preſſed great apprehenſions of the ſtate of property in the 
Weſt India iſlands, in conſequence of the principles contain- 


ed in the Proclamation of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John 


Jervis. He ſaid, he had letters from thence, expreſſive of 


great terror on that account, and he withed the principle in- 
3 5 | | „„ ee - 
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culcated by that Proclamation to be done away, by the deter- 
milling t ] ꝗ¶ꝗꝶ ß 8 
Mi. Grey ſaid, that many circumſtances had induced him 
to ſpeak in this debate; at as late a period as he poſſibly could. 
He wiſhed to have heard fully ſtated all the objections and 
all the articles of accuſation brought forward on this occaſion, 
againſt the two officers whoſe conduct had now become the 
object of diſcuſſion. He was anxious to learn what part 
would be taken on this occaſion by his Majeſty's. miniſters, 
for they had long been in poſſeſſion of every proceeding that 
related to the ſubject. He muſt fay, he felt himſelf under 
a conſiderable degree of embarraſſment, in conſequence of 
ſome part of the conduct of miniſters, and of the explana- 
tion given on their behalf. He agreed however in this, that 
the queſtion, in its preſent ſhape, was not adapted for minute 
detail, He owned; that this proceeding appeared to him in 
ſome reſpects ſingular. It had been uſual, when inquiries 
were talked of, to lay ſome grounds for entering into them; 
to ſtate ſome charge that was to be made out; to ſtate that 
the papers called for would tend to make out that 11 * 
and that witneſſes might be examined to prove it. In the 
preſent inſtance the reverſe was the caſe. Hon. Gentlemen, 
with a vague cenſure and indiſcriminate rumour, ſeemed to 
aſſert they had ſome idea that if theſe papers were. produced, 
| ſome inquiry might in the event be neceſſary. This mode of 
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proceeding diſtreſſed him conſiderably. There was no ſpecific 


charge exhibited, but ng by way of implication. Did | 


he know. that this was to be followed up, he might remain 
filent for the preſent: But as he did not know the caſe 
would ſo turn out, he could not be ſure that he ſhould have 
another oppottunity of ſaying any thing. If, after theſe papers 
came to be laid upon the table, no inquiry ſhould be moved 
for, the buſineſs muſt. end. He had ſome idea that this 
might be the cafe; from what he heard that night from his 
Majeſty's miniſters, one of whom had given the Houſe to 
underſtand that he was not pledged to any thing upon this 
_ ſubject. If, therefore, rio further proceeding ſhould be had 
than merely laying theſe papers before the Houſe, he ſhould 
be deprived of an opportunity of giving any explanation 
upon the matter.. 3 TED 5 
The Secretary of State had entered his caveat againſt 
pledging himſelf to any inquiry, becauſe it might be very 
inconvenient to the ſervice to call for the teſtimony of of. 
ficers who might be called abroad; and indeed, that, to a 
certain degree, was true, for he knew many whoſe evidence 
would be eſſential if this inquiry were to be entered intq; 
. 5 . But 
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But was that his fault, or was it the fault of the Commanders 
in the Weſt Indies ?—Certainly not. If there was to be an 
inquiry, would it not be an hardſhip on theſe Commanders 

to be deprived of the advantage of the teſtimony of theſe 
_ *officers, whoſe evidence was ſo efſentral'? He ſhould have 

imagined that if Gentlemen had the feeling they -ought to 
have for the character of officers who had been fifty years in 
the ſervice, and whoſe honour was hitherto without a. ſtain, 
they would not have been ſo forward in making charges, as 
it were, by implication. A memorial was preſented by Mr. 

Thelluſon againſt the conduct of theſe officers in the Weſt 
Indies. Who that Mr. Theffuſon was, he did not know, but 

his memorial breathed nothing but direct and poſitive. falſe- 

hood: This he was ready to prove at «the bar of that Houſe, 
if the inquiry was inſtituted. - He. ſhould prove alſo every 
thing that was neceſſary to juſtify Sir Charles Grey and Sir 

John Jervis in their conduct in the Weſt Indies that they 
had merited and received the thanks of the inhabitants for 
What they did. He entered into a detailed account of the 
manner in which the captured iſlands in the Weſt Indies had 
been treated by Sir Charles Grey and Sir John'Jervis—that 

they were taken, as the Secretary of State-himſelf had ſtated, 
by force of arms; and that therefore, by-the law of nations, 

they were liable to be put under contribution as they had 
been. And further, that it was the duty of theſe Command- 
ers to act as they had done; that they were bound: to do fo 
by the rules of war, for his Majeſty and his forces. The 
very Proclamation which had been complained of ſo mucb, 
was not even acted upon. They gave up the idea, of en- 
forcing it even before orders came to that effect from home, 

* under. the hand of the Duke of Portland, as Secretary of 
„ „ e 1 EE. 
As to what was ſtated in letters from the Weſt Indies, 
With reſpect to the danger of the iſlands, it could not be at- 

tributed juſtly to the Proclamation, but to the opinion of the in- 

"habitants, that they were not ſufficientiy protected from exter- 
nal attack, or internal commotions. Nothing detailed in thoſe 
letters ought to have much attention paid to them; he, how- | 
ever, ſhould wiſh them to inquire into the whole, although 

he riſked not his own honour, but the honour of thoſe. who 
were dearer to him, of thoſe-who had every claim upon his 
gratitude and feelings. Though there were no. proofs of the 

violence and plunder which had been attributed to thoſe 
Commanders, there were füfficient proofs of the contrary ; l 
not only the inhabitants ſhewed every teſtimony of regret on 
their leaving the country, but ſince . Ro 
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all quarters had been rete iel replete with teſtimonies of 
gratitude for their mild adminiſtration and \ rs congduey' 
N their reſidence on the iflands. 


Mr. Grey read a letter from a Senden, e bad deen Jeſt! 


in an official fituation in one” of the captured iſlands, to Sir 

Charles Grey, immediately preceding his intended departure for 

England, in which he pays the higheſt compliments te the ele- 
mency, the integrity, the honour, and the humanity of the C 


mander in Chief of his Majeſty's land forces, and ;eeridurey: | 
to him not only the eonqueſt of the iſland, under the auſpices 


of his valour, but the keeping it afterward," by means of his 
prudence and virtue, and thoſe conciliatory meaſures which 


he had cauſed to be adopted. After reciting all the eireum- 


| ſtances of theſe captures, and making many obſervations upon 
them, he ſaid, he wiſhed and he knew that Sir Charles Grey 
and Sir John Jervis wiſhed, as much as any man in that 


Houſe, that an inquiry ſhould take place; but that it ſhould 


be a full and fair inquiry, for which purpoſe a great number 
of living witneſſes muſt be examined, and many * ints of 
evidence would be neceffary, which he did not n 
cially they could be laid before the Houſe. 0 

Mr. Thellufon xffirmed upon the authority of a near rela- 
tion in the town of St. Peter's, that a deputation had been 
ſent to General Dundas, who promiſed them inviolability, 


and that in conſequence at twelve o'clock at night, no gun 


was fired, nor was the Proclamation acted upon. Vet not- 
withſtanding, this relation had an hundred ore ws 1 of fogas 
afterwards confiſcated; / 

Mr. Lufhington ſaid, ie would not Rare ien I 17 had not 
been infinuated that the whole proceedings ngainſt the Gen- 
tlemen in queſtion were iticited by ealumny;) le demed that 
there was any: calumny intended to beteaſt on the Commands 
ers in the Weſt ndies, by the conduct of the Weſt India 
planters, or by the proceeding s which they inſtituted upon 
that ſubject, He ſtated what had paſſed at the meeting of 


merchants Where he attended, aud he wiſhed that their opi- 


nions might be confirmed by bis Mijeſty's Adyocate General, 

and the law: officers of thie Crown, who had, he underſtood, 
delivered their ſentiments in private, and then à full opportu⸗ 
nity might be given for explanation, The object of tlie Weſt 
India merchants was, to Tupport-the character uf the Britiſh na- 
tion againſt the dangerous principle contained in the Proclama- 
tion of Sir-Charles 5 and Sir John Jervis. The planters and 


Weſt India merchants Knew that the -proſperity of this coun- 
try depended upon its commerce; that without a due regard 


to che FROG of * 1 commerce would be at 
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an end ; that if private property was not to be conlidered as 
ſacred, the very baſis of our conſtitution would be deſtroyed. 


The Proclamation of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jerris 


contained a principle that annihilated all our maxims upon 
that ſubject, and conſequently was calculated to bring this 
oountry to ruin. It became therefore highly neceſſary, that 
ſuch a principle ſhould be difavowed, in ordet that foreign 


nations ſhould know that Great Britain will not Per from 


the principles of juſtice in her conqueſts; that no barbarous 
comments on the law of nations will make her forget her 
humanity, but, that her character ſhall. be pure and honour-, 
able. He denied the right of war, as it had been ſtated by 


the Gentleman who defended the conduct of theſe Command. 


ers, and he thought the circumſtance of their not having 
themſelves put their Proclamation in force, was ſomething like 

a, proof that they themſelves did not think very highly of it. 
He had no, defire for any reflection being thrown on theſe 
Gentlemen, nor was he at all ſurpriſed at the defence of Sir 
Charles Grey and vir John Jervis, that had been made by the 
Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one. All he wiſhed was, 


that there ſhould be a declaration of that Houſe, that difavow- 


ed the-principle of the Proclamation, and that taught all the 
world to know that in Great Britain private property is held 
ſacred either in peace or war. Withogt ſuch a principle, he 
was conſident we fhould ſoon loſe all our ſuperiority over 
other enññßĩ ; -7 5 


Sir William Scott objeQed to the production of the papers, 


as well as the opinions of himſelf and his Majeſty's law offi- 
eers ; becauſe thoſe opinions were merely hypothetical, and 
founded on , parte evidence. He concurred with the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, that it would be more proper to diſ- 
cuſs theſe opinions when the papers were laid upon the table. 
At preſent he conſidered the queſtion to be prematurely agi- 
tated; but when the papers were produced, he did not heſitate 
to pronounce, that all further proceedings in the buſineſs 
would be conducted with candour and with care. He ſub- 
ſcribed to the declaration of the Hon. Gentleman that the 


character of the. country is her great reſource, but he re- 


minded him alſo, that the character ef the eminent perſons 
in it forms a great part of it. Upon theſe reaſons he could 
not join in the motion fer the production of the papers. 
Ar. Secretary Dundas doubted whether all the papers which 
kad beer alluded to were in exiftence, ' * FE 
Mr. Barham, in reply, proteſted that the copy of a Memo- 
rial preſented to Sir Charles Grey in the Weſt Indies, had 
been ſeen. in ſome office, though in what office he could 85 


—— 
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ſay. It was a paper containing many material . allegations. . 
As to the other papers he had moved for, he ſtated his au- 
thority from an anſwer of the Duke of Portland to a Memo- 
rial of the Welt India planters and merchants, which al- 
leged, that no farther explanation could be given until the 
Jaw officers had been conſulted, and had made their report. 
This anſwer was delivered by his Grace to Lord Penrhyn, 
who preſented the Memorial as Chairman of the Meeting. 
 Adyerting to what had been urged by different Gentlemen 
in the ach 1 of the debate, he firſt noticed, that a Learned 
and Hon, Member had accuſed him of premature agitation. 
when the queſtion was brought -coolly and deliberately for- 
ward, and another Hon. Gentleman had interpreted his ob- 
ject to be an intention of cenſure, which he moſt tenaciouſly 
diſclaimed. He thought no complaint could with propriety 
be made of preliminary accuſation, when they were indeter- 
minately arguing upon papers they did not poſſeſs, nor could 
| ſuch a complaint be made, while they adverted to papers 
which they had not read. One opinion muſt be taken upon 
the view of the Proclamation, and another on the documents. 
They could not indeed paſs without the notice of the Houſe, 
il they were like the papers in his hands. He concluded by 
obſerving, that he merely moved for the copies of the Me- 
morials themſelves, and not for any further proceedings upon 
them. Ow, 3 ; | 
as Francis ſaid, * Before the Houſe comes to a deciſion 
on a queſtion ſo important in itſelf, and ſo particularly im- 
portant as it is perſonal to men, ta whom we owe not only 
juſtice to their merits, but caution and delicacy in every thing 
that touches their reputation, I wiſh to ſtate my own embar- 
raſſment, and to requeſt the Houſe to look forward and con- 
nder the diſſicult ſituation, in which they may find themſelves, 
if that ſhould happen, which is very likely to happen, in a 
ſubſequent ſtage of the preſent proceeding; that is, if the 
motion ſhould be carried, and if the Right Hon. the Secre- 
tary of State ſhould adhere to the declaration he has made 
this night. He has fairly told us that, in yielding to the pre- 
ſent motion for papers, he does not hold himſelf engaged to 
ſtir another ſtep in the buſineſs; that the parties are not to 
expect him to concur in any propoſition for an inquiry into 
the tranſactions to which theſe papers relate; that ſuch in- 
quiry might go to a length incompatible with the actual ſtate 
of the ſeiſion, and could not be carried on at all without the 
perſonal attendance of many officers, who were aCtually.em- 
ployed oy appointed on foreign ſervice of the utmoſt import- 
_ ance to the Public, from which they could not be ſpared. 
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Now, Sir, if, when theſe papers are before us, theſe objec- 
tions to any farther proceeding ſhould be urged by that Right 
Hon. Gentleman, and urged with fucceſs, as I. fufpeCt they 
will be, from his great weight and authority with the Houſe, 
tet us confider in what ſituation we ſhall then leave the cha- 
zxafter and honour of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis. 
Dn that ſabject, Gentlemen here ſpeak with great mildneſs 
- and delicacy z but what in fact will be the impreſſion abroad; 
if a motion ſor papers, in which the conduct of theſe Gen- 
tlemen is ſo materialiy- concerned ſhould, be agreed to? No 
man will deny that it is of itſelf an imputation; that it creates 
or ſuppoſes fome doubt at leaſt, which, to men of their cha- 
racter, muſt be equivalent to an accuſation, and that it is, or 
ought to be, a ſubject of inquiry. But, when you have ad- 
mitted the imputation, will you refuſe the inquiry? Sir, for 
my own part, I do not think that fuſſicient ground, or any 
ground, has been eſtabliſhed for acceding to the motion; — 
but if I thought otherwiſe, I never would agree to it without 
holding myſelf at the ſame time bound, in juſtice and honour 
to the parties, to give them every poſhble means and oppor- 
tunity to clear and vindicate their character from the effects 
of that imputation, It is not a light or indifferent matter 
for this Houle to accede to ſuch a motion. It is not a thing 
to be taken up or abandoned without ſolid reaſons, and ſeri- 
ous confideration; and I own I ſhould. have thought that his 
Majeſty's Secretary of State would have ated with more 
juſtice, prudence, and conſiſtency, if he had given a nega- 
tive to the motion, as I {hall do, rather than have confented 
to it, as he has done, with an expreſs caveat againſt any fur- 
ther proceeding. He conſents. to a leading ſtep, but he will 
conſent to no other. If the Houſe ſhould follow him in that 
conduct, the reſult will be, that poſfibly a moſt unjuſt impu- 


tation may be admitted, while the means of refuting it are 


denied, I am, therefore, againſt the motion,” 
Ar. Grey explained, He complained of the hardſhip at- 
tending the diſcaſſion of a queſtion of this nature ſo late in 
the ſeſſion, when officers are upon the point of ſailing, whoſe 
gral teſtimony is fo very requiſite. The evidence of General 
Myers, he obſerved, as one perſon in particular, was indif- 
penſible; and yet General Myers was about to quit the king- 
dom, nor would he ſtep without an expreſs order from the 
Duke of York ar General Dandase: of 8 
_ Referring to the General's letter, it Rated, that he would 
molt readily make his affidavit in the vindication of the Com- 
manders conduct; but this, Mr, Grey contended, could ne- 
ver be fo efficient or fo full as a perſonal allegation and inter- 
p | | | rogatories 
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rogatories by counſel. He referred. alſo to ſome exculpatory 
letters of Colonel. Preſcott and. General Dundas; and ſo far 


he aſſured, the Houſe was tlie conduct of Sir Charles Grey 
and Sir John Jervis from being without a precedent, as it had 
been pretended, that it was directly the reverſe; for when 
the French made a conqueſt. laſt war, of the iſland of Gre- 
nada, the property was all confiſcated, and a file of muſquet- 
eers were ſent on ſhore to annul all debts on Engliſli mort- 
gages or to Engliſh merchants, although he acknowledged 
that upon the remonſtrances of Mr. Pigot and Mr. Scott, 
who were diſpatched to the French court for that purpoſe, 


ſome remiſſions were made. by 1 
Mr. Luſbiugton in explanation aſſerted that what had been 
called an act of confiſcation in the iſland of Grenada was 


nothing more than an act of ſequeſtration from all the ab- 


ſentees. Some miſconduct, he confeſſed, was uſed in the 


enforcement of this act, but ſatisfaction was ſoon given. He 


did not diſpute, without the authority of. Generals and Ma- 

jors, but what the victors in ſuch a caſe of conqueſt had ſuch 

a right to the application of the pro erty; for the Memorials 

of the planters and the merchants NN it ; but 

it was thought that in Martinique and Guadaloupe the rights 

of war had been extended with too much rigour. 7 065" 
Sir William Young explained. 


„laid, 57 %% ˙· i Ne 
Ur. Jekyll was ſorry to differ from his Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Francis), as to the imputation which would fall on Sir Charles 
Grey and Sir John Jervis, if the papers moved for ſhould be 
laid on the table, and the inquiry refuſed. Inſtead of any 
imputation on them, it would be a proof, that after the pa- 
pers were inſpected the Houſe were ſatisſied with theit con- 
duct. In regard to the expediency of inquiry, he could not 


but conſider the Houſe as a tribunal which would enforce the 


attendance of every neceſſary witneſs ;_ and as to, the abſence 
of the troops, when it was ſaid they were going to action, 
he believed it to be nothing more than that they were going 
tobe ß ß ana SC 
He ſuppoſed no.perſon .was diſpoſed to. contravene. the 
rights of war, which have been infiſted on by every. writer 


on the laws of nations, from Puffendorff down to Vattel. 


Although his Majeſty's. advocate had pronounced on partial 
facts, none ſuch, would be produced before a tribunal. com- 
petent to inquiry; and therefore he concluded the Houſe 

would coineide in his caveat. to Sir William Scott's argu- 


ment. | | 2 XF N | 
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Me. St. Andrew St. Fohn confirmed hat Mr. Grey bad | 
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With regard to the charge of calumny, he ſaid, he was not 
diſpoſed to calumniate, nor was it in fact calumny, but accu- 


ſation. What the intent of the inveſtigation was, was not the 


queſtion now before the Houſe; and however ſoon or late 
the ſeſſions might cloſe, he did not doubt bat upon ſuch a caſe 


as this, they might inſure a full attendance. 


The queſtion on the firſt motion for a copy of the declara- 


tion of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, was then dur 


and carried. 


The next was for a copy of ſuch memorial or other papers 


as had been preſented to them, or either of them, relative o 


the conduct of Government, after certain iſlands in the Weſt 
Indies became ſubject to the Britiſh arms; which, after a few 


words from Mr. Secretary Dundas and Mr. Grey, was or- 


dered. 
A copy of ſuch memorial as had been preſented to ere 


on the ſame ſubject, together with the anſwer given by them 


to that memorial. —Ordered. 
Copy of the reports of the law officers of the Crown upon 


the memorials, &c. 


Sie V. Scott ſaid a few en ing 
Mr. Fox oppoſed this on the grounds that the opinions of 


the law officers were not to bias the opinion of the Houſe. 
The Attorney General agreed with 852 Fox, and che motion 


was withdrawn: 
Mr. Grey, after reading a letter in which the conduct of 


Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis was highly compliment- 


ed, and making a few obſervations on the neceſlity of the 


Houſe having the fulleſt information on this ſubje&, moved 


for a copy of the memorial preſented to the Duke of Portland, 
in anſwer to the memorial of the Weſt India planters and 
others, on the conduct of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John 
_ Jervis.— Ordered 


Copy of the 1 5 tle ionk; trabſmitted to Sir 
John Jervis, relative to a booty allowed 
to be taken for his Majeſty's army and navy, at St. Lucie and 


Guadaloupe, &c. - Ordered. | 
Copy of a letter from Mr. Dumas, of the 5th of March 


1794, relative to a Plan propoſed by Sir Charles Grey, &c.— 


| Ordered. 


Copy of all proclamations ifued in Martinique by Geer! 


Preſcot, General Dundas, and Colonel Myers, &c.Ordered. 


The Secretary at War brought up the report of the Inn- 


Keepers Relief Bill, which was read, agreed to, and the Bill 
ordered to be read a third time he next day, if then engroſſeq. 


Hos? 


—Adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. | 
_  Torzspay, May 5. 


The | royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the Bill for an 
additional duty on Receipts3 to the Bill for regulating 


Franking, &c. and to ſeveral other Bills. Adjourned. 
Hiuskx or COMMONS. 
Tours par, May 5. 


The Bill for augmenting the Royal Corps of Artillery, and 
for providing a number of ſeafaring men for the ſervice of the 


Navy out of the Militia, was read a third time, and paſſed. 
Colonel Maitlund intimated an intention of moving for an ac- 

count of the troops which have lately ſerved on the Continent, 

and now returned to this country. But after a few words 


from the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the form of the mo- 


tion, ſo as to meet the object which the Hon. Colonel had 
in view, he deferred it to a future day. | 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 


whole Houſe, to confider of amendments to the laſt Dutch 
Property Bill, came to ſeveral reſolutions, which, on the fug- 


geſtions of General Smith and Mr. Taylor, were ordered to 


be printed. 


Mr. Porter deferred his motion, relative to ſubalterns in tlie 


infantry, to Friday. | „„ | 
The Houſe in a Committee agreed to certain bounties to 


maſters of ſhips, ſurgeons, and other perſons concerned in car- 


rying ſlaves from the Coaſt of Africa, in caſe the mortality on 
board ſuch ſhips did not exceed a certain rate. The report 
was ordered to be received the next day. | EN ; 

The further conſideration of the report of the Bill for pre- 


venting the removal of poor perſons until they become actually 


chargeable, was deferred to Friday.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
. „ WtpNntEsDAY, May 6. 
A meſſage was received from the Lords, ſtating, that the 
royal aſſent had been given by commiſſion, to twenty-one pub- 
lic and private Bills | | 
On the Order of the Day for reading a ſecond time the Bill 
to prevent the ſtealing of dead bodies, &c. a motion was made 
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that the Houſe be counted, when only twenty-two Members 


being preſent, an adjournment of courſe took place, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 TnrouxrsDar, May 7. 
The Eau Brink Drainage Bill was read a third time, and on 


the queſtion for paſling it, 


Mr. Foddrell propoſed a clauſe, the operation of which was 
to indemnify thoſe who had oppoſed the Bill for their expence, 
A ſhort converſation took place, and the Houſe divided: 
| For the Clauſe <- = 9 
* ES % So SG 30 a 
The other Orders of the Day being deſerred, the Houſe 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Fripary, May 8. 


The Earl of Lauderdale ſtated, that ſome papers had 
been lately laid upon their Lordſhips table, in purſuance of a 


motion which he made in February laſt, relative to ſees in the 


departments of the Secretaries of State, to which the returns 
preſented to their Lordſhips were defective at leaſt one-third. 
He underſtood that there were three Secretaries of State ; but 
by the accounts which he alluded to, it ſhould ſeem as if there 
were only two that were offices of receipt: His countryman, 
Mr. Dundas, enjoyed one of them; and it was a hardſhip on 
him to hold ſo many offices, and to do ſo much public duty, 
if he was not paid for it. His Lordſhip pointed out the de- 
feQtiveneſs of theſe accounts, and ſtated the neceſſity of 
amending them. „„ | | 8 

Lord Grenville admitted that Mr. Dundas had ſeveral offices, 


and ſaid, it was evident that the Public derived great advantages 
from the ſervices of that Right Hon. Gentleman. The reaſon 


why there was no account of fees in the three departments of 
Secretaries of Srate was, that no fees were taken at the office 
of pation of State for the War Department: Becauſe, as 
his Right Hon. Friend held another office, he did not receive 


all the emoluments of a Secretary of State. | 
Lord Lauderdale contended, that theſe accounts ought to be 
more ſpecific. With regard to the ſervices of Mr. Dundas, 
he was of opinion that what he received from the meyers 
| 3 e : purſc 
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purſe was equal to the value of any ſervices which any indivi- 


dual could render the Public. He had nothing to move on 


this ſubject at preſent; but as he ſaw the Houſe was remark- 
ably full, although he was aware that it was ſomewhat irregu- 
lar, he would take the opportunity of giving notice, that on 
Wedneſday, the 27th of this month, he ſhould have a meaſure 
to bring forward relative to the power of the preſent rulers of 
France to hold the accuſtomed relations of amity and peace 
with other nations. He would not then ſtate the words in 
which he ſhould _— his motion, nor would he ſay whether 


it ſhould come in the form of an addreſs to his Majeſty, or a 


reſolution of that Houſe ; becauſe he had learnt from paſt ex- 
perience the advantage that was ſometimes taken of thoſe pre- 
vious notices—for he remembered an old proverb, A burnt 
child dreads the fire; and therefore he would not again put 


himſelf within reach of the flame. He had ſeen the fairneſs 


with which candour, in ſtating the preciſe words of an intend- 
ed motion, had been treated by his Majeſty's miniſters. He 
had witneſſed the manner in which they had canvaſſed for 
ſupport out of that Houſe too often, to afford them the ſame 
opportunity again. He wiſhed, however, at preſent to ſtate 
to their Lordſhips, that after the material change which had 
happened lately in the affairs of -France, and after what had 


happened in the affairs of Europe at large; after many of the 


other powers, ſome of them once our own allies, had thought 
that the preſent Governors of France could hold the accuſtomed 
relations of amity and peace with other nations, it was not 
improper for us to come to the ſame concluſion. He would 
then only move, © That their Lordſhips be ſummoned to at- 
tend their duty in that Houſe on Wedneſday the 27th of this 


month.” The day was altered to the 28th, at the requeſt of 


Lord Grenville—and the ſummons was of courſe ordered. 

Lord Grenville then ſaid, that whatever the motion of the 
Noble Earl might be, he ſhould be perfectly prepared to op- 
poſe it, on the grounds which the Noble Earl had juſt ſtated. 


5 al FITZWILLIAM'S RECAL. + | 
The Order of the Day having been read, for their Lordſhips 

to be ſummoned, | | | 3 
| The Duke of Norfolk roſe, and ſaid, he felt conſiderable em- 
barrafſment in attempting to execute the taſk which he had 
taken upon himſelf that day, in conformity to the notice that 
he had given; and from the magnitude of the ſubject, he 
wiſhed it had been in abler hands, as he was ſure the import- 
ance of it was ſufficient to attract the attention of their Lord- 


| ſhips. In conſequence of the ſudden recal of Earl Fitzwilliam | 
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from the viveroyſhip and government of Ireland, in the midſt 
of a moſt critical and arduous ſeſſion of Parliament in that 
kingdom, the honour and the character of a very diſtinguiſhed 
individual (a reſpectable member of their Lordſhips body) 
were involved in it. His fame and reputation had been [ - 
verely wounded, by the event of miniſters having adviſed his 
Majeſty to recal him from an important ſtation. . This was not 
all, for the ſubject involved matter of more importance than 
even the honour or the life of any individual—the probable 
tranquillity of the fiſter kingdom and of this. Much as he 
regretted that the buſineſs had not fallen into abler hands, he 
would proceed upon it as well as he was able; and firſt, he 
ſhould obſerve, that he rejoiced, as he believed their Lordſhips 
would rejoice, that the cauſe which occaſioned the delay of the 
diſcuſhon of this ſubject (the illneſs of the Duke of Portland) 
no longer exiſted ; although he was of opinion ſtill, as he had 
declared he was when laſt the ſubject. was mentioned, that that 


was no reaſon for any delay whatever in his mind. Their Lord- | 


ſhips might have proceeded with perfect propriety in the ab- 
ſence of the Noble Duke, becauſe all the Select Committee of 
the Privy Council, who formed what was called the Cabinet, 
were equally reſponſible for every act of government, and not 
any individual miniſter.or Secretary of State, merely becauſe 
the communication between the Viceroy of Ireland paſſed 
through his particular office ; but, as many of their Lordſhips 
thought otherwiſe, he had conſented to the delay that had 
taken place, 788 . OF Fx . 5 
The Noble Duke could do no more than to give directions 
to his clerks to tranſmit the diſpatch ſettled and decided on by 
the Cabinet. The queſtion therefore was, whether the Noble 
Earl had acted contrary to his inſtructions; or brought forward 
meaſures contrary to the wiſh of his Sovereign and the in- 
tereſts of the empire, or in any degree violated his duty, 
either from vanity and weakneſs, or any other cauſe, ſo as to 
make it a matter of juſtice or prudence to recal him for the 
ſafety of the ſtate ? or, whether miniſters had departed from 
their duty, from wantonneſs or caprice, or any ſiniſter party 
views of their own, and improperly adviſed his Majeſty upon 
that ſubject? 35 Ts e 
In order the better to illuſtrate his argument, his Grace 
ſaid, he muſt requeſt the indulgence of their Lordſhips, while 
he took a ſummary view of the changes in the adminiſtration 
of the government of this country, from a period conſidera- 
bly anterior to the date of this recal. At the time of the 
American war, their Lordſhips would recollect, there was a 
party who oppoſed both the principle of that war, and the 
A „„ „ nd) 
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manner in which it was carried on. That party increaſed in 
numbers, and conſequently in ſtrength and. impreſſion, in 


proportion as the misfortunes, of that war multiplied ; and 


ſacceeded at laſt in removing the miniſter of the Executive 


Government that conducted it. Then was formed what was 


generally denominated, the Rockingham. Adminiſtration ; 
ſoon after which that venerable and much beloved and to be 
lamented Nobleman, the Marquis of Rockingham, died. He 


was ſucceeded, as Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, by the Earl of 


Shelburne 3 a peace was made under the ſanction and autho- 
rity of the miniſter, and the terms of it occafioned. the party 
to ſeparate, many of them diſapproving of thoſe terms. The 
oppoſition of that day paſſed a vote of diſapprobation of the 
conditions of the peace, deeming them not adequate to the 
| honour of the nation; and moved a cenſure upon the miniſter, 
in conſequence of which he withdrew from his ſtation, Then 

followed what was generally called the Coalition Adminiſtra- 
tion, becauſe it conſiſted of a part of the oppoſition who had 
driven the miniſters, who carried on the American war, from 
their poits, and ſome of thoſe very miniſters. But when they 


brought forward their Bill for the regulation of India, which, 


though generally conſidered as a ſtrong meaſure, paſſed in the 
other Houſe, their Lordſhips rejected that Bill, in a way that 
was thought extraordinary Lions the means that were ſuppoſed 
to have cauſed an unconſtitutional influence to be exerted 3 
and the immediate conſequence was, that it completely re- 
moved every individual of that adminiſtration. - Then came 
forward a young man of ſhining hereditary taleats, the of 
ſpring of an illuſtrious ſtateſman, the greenneſs of . whoſe 
years was thought to-be more than compenſated by his. power- 
ful eloquence and predominant genius. He did not find him- 


ſelf ſupported at firſt in Parliament; but when that Parliament 5 


was diffolved, having the confidence of his Majeſty, he after- 
wards obtained the complete ſupport of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment. With regard to one of the meaſures of that miniſter, it 
was ſuch as would, in the mind of every reflecting man, do him 
infinite honour as long as his memory was regarded; and more 
eſpecially as it was adopted at a time of great public ditheulty 
and diſtreſs; he meant the Commutation Acta meaſure that 
was adopted for the reduction of our national debt, and that 
tended to reſcue, and in effect did reſcue, che nation from the 

preſſure of burdens. and calamities that threatened to oyer- 
whelm her, and bring on utter ruin. This was a meaſure, his 


Grace ſaid, which he heartily applauded; but he was ſorry. he 


could not go on to praiſe the miniſter for the xeſt of his poli- 
tical conduct. From that time down to the preſent day, every 
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ſucceeding act of that miniſter ſeemed to be ſtill more cen. 
ſurable than the former, and more loudly to call upon Parlia. 
ment to reſort to thoſe meaſures which had been in ſo many 
caſes applied with ſalutary effect. He would next come to 
the year 1789, when the French revolution, long foreſeen by 
reflecting men, came forth; when, from a concurrence of 
cauſes, a dreadful convulſion was produced. Abuſes became 
intolerable, and the People undertook the taſk of reforming for 
themſelves—a neceſſity to be deplored—for when the people re. 
formed for themſelves, they generally reformed miſerably; and 
here he thought the inability of our miniſters became conſpi- 
cuous. The French people, compelled by a ſyſtem of Court op- 
preſſion, which the blindneſs of ſuppoſed ſecurity, and the in- 
veterate obſtinacy of habitual deſpotiſm, prevented the Court 


of Verſailles from removing, had ſuddenly effected a change 


in the government of that country—a change to which a Bri- 
tiſh government, if formed on true conſtitutional Whig prin- 
ciples, could not have failed to ſubſcribe, being from deſpotiſm 
to a limited monarchy. A combination was formed by the 
powers of Europe, who became alarmed and fearful of the 
effect which this revolution might produce in their own do- 
minions. Under this was formed the treaty of Pilnitz, a treaty 
never acknowledged, but which there was good reaſon to be- 
lieve actually took place, and that treaty went on principles, 
and contained reſolutions, that no ſtate had a right to form 
againſt another. Our miniſters ſhould, in his opinion, have 
come forward to prevent that combination, fince, fo far from 


allaying the ſtorm already raiſed, it tended to increaſe it, and 


drove the people to exceſſes, of which they themſelves could 
not have formed a conception.— This, his Grace conſidered as 
a glorious opportunity for the Court of Great Britain to have 
raiſed the character of this country among the nations of Eu- 
rope, to eſtabliſh their own fame on a laſting foundation, to 
have ſecured this country from the miſeries and waſte of war, 
and above all, to have averted the fate which befel the unfortu- 
nate victims who afterwards ſuffered in France, and prevented all 
the ſubſequent atrocities: Unfortunately they acted a different 
art; the conſequences were too obvious to be diſcuſſed. 
| In the years 1790 and 1791, France proceeded: beyond the 
bounds which any good man would wiſh to ſee, and the ef- 
feas were ſuch as we muſt all deplore. At this time a gen- 
tleman of great learning and talents, and great eminence in 
| ſcience, came forth, and publiſhed a book with the beſt and 
pureſt intentions, he had no doubt, entitled, © Reflections on 
the French Revolution“ —a book, unqueſtionably, which 
contained grear eloquence, and proved the exalted genius = | 
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the author, but which conveyed ſentiments, inculcated prin- 

_ ciples, and maintained doctrines, contrary to thoſe which had 
been always cheriſhed by the Whigs of this country, con- 
| trary to the principles eſtabliſhed, or at leaſt aſſerted, at our Re- 
volution. Another perſon ſoon appeared as a political writer 
(Mr. Thomas Paine), far inferior certainly, in point of ability, 
talents, powers of language, and genius, but yet of ſome 
power; he appealed to the lower orders of mankind, in a man- 
ner, perhaps, better Wk Hen to affect them than the former, 
becauſe his manner was better calculated to meet the appre- 
henſion, and rouſe the prejudices of the middling and lower 
order of ſociety, than to convince the intelligent, or gratify 
the diſcerning and learned. He laid down in his book ſome 
very good doctrines, but miſplaced the application of them, 
and mixed ſeveral libellous remarks on our conſtitution in the 

farrago of his compoſition; for which he was tried, and a ver- 
dict was juſtly found againſt him. This book was wickedly 
circulated, but it was declared a libel, and he hoped the con- 
tents of it were now forgotten. Perhaps it would have been 
better if neither the one nor the other book had ever appear- 
ed. After this came a Proclamation from his Majeſty againſt 
ſeditious writings, and the Public began to alarmed. 
About this time the miniſter, in a moſt eloquent ſpeech, on 
opening, what is commonly called, the Budget in the Houſe 
Commons, affured us of a proſpect of the continuance of 
peace for at leaſt fifteen years to come. Then immediately 
followed a ſyſtem of alarm. The conſequences of the books 
_ juſt mentioned were too well known. The agitation oy 
produced ſerved miniſters as a pretext for doing that which 
they had, from the beginning, intended to do; and on the finat 
overthrow of the monarch and monarchy in France, Monſ. 
Chauvelin, the French minifter, was ordered to quit the king. 
dom. 'The Parliament was called together on a ſudden in an 
unuſual manner. The Lord Mayor of London filenced a 
| ſociety in the city. The Tower was fortified with caſks 
and deal boards. The country was ſtated to be ready for 
inſurrection. The militia was called out. The ground for 
doing all this was never ſtated. Parliament itſelf became 
too much terrified to afk for a proper explanation, but was 
hurried away at once into all the meaſures of his Majeſty's 
miniſters, Upon this, however, there was a good deal of dif- 
ference of opinion in that Houſe, and he as well as ſeverat 
other Noble Lords had never believed in the exiſtence. of any 
real cauſe for all that alarm. He ſhould have. been ready to 
give up his opinion, if he had not found men of much greater 
wiſdom than himſelf who believed as he did—that the whole 
was a fabrication purpoſely contrived to.induce this country to 
. 1 | | conſent 
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conſent to a war. The panic was at laſt about to be exhauſt. 


ed; miniſters adopted another ſcheme : They had prevailed on 


many of the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons who had oppoſed their 
meaſures for many years, but had been ſeized with the alarm, 
ſo artfully created, to join them. They expreſſed great ſatiſ. 
faction at the aſſiſtance of their new ſupporters, and well they 
might do ſo. They were rejoiced, and very properly, at find- 


ing ſuch aſſiſtance; and had theſe Noble Lords and Gentle- 
men continued to give fuch aſſiſtance, without accepting 


offices, both they, themſelves, and Adminiſtration, would, in 


his mind, have ſtood much higher in the public opinion, and 


have had more of the confidence of the People than they poſ- 
ſeſs at preſent; but theſe Noble Lords and Gentlemen were 
not ſatisfied with lending their ſupport to Government; they 
determined on taking on themſelves reſponſibility, by accept- 
ing employment under Government; when he mentioned this, 
he did not mean to infinuate, that in the whole of their con- 
duct they were not actuated by motives of the pureſt nature, 
although perhaps it would hereaſter appear that they proceed- 
ed on miſtaken principles. He did not like to refer to docu- 
ments that were not properly before their Lordſhips in an au- 
thentic form; but they all knew, that a conſiderable delay took 


place in arrangements. Whether that aroſe from the difficulty 


found in receiving all the new adherents, or in keeping the old 


ones, he knew not, nor was it material, for the arrangements 
- were at laſt ſettled. Among thoſe was the arrangement with 


regard to Ireland, reſpecting which he would endeavour ſuc- 
cinctly to ſtate to their Lordſhips what he thought, and what 
he knew. It was then clearly underſtood that all reſtraints on 
the Catholics that were not abſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety 
of the ſtate ſhould be done away. For the laſt forty years it 
had been notorious that the Catholics of Ireland had been 
kept in a ſtate of the moſt teaſing and tormenting anxiety, fut- 
fering under the ſhameful ſeverity of the moſt unneceſſary, 
cruel, and oppreſſive reſtrictions which the darkneſs of pre- 
judice could aftent to.— They were abſolutely ſhut out from 
the chance of conforming to the eſtabliſhed church, and left 
at the mercy of common informers; and they had nothing to” 
reſort to for their common comfort and protection in 
the exerciſe of their devotion, but their own huts and 
cabbins, under the connivance of Government. In many 
pariſhes in Ireland, for miles together, they had not even 2 
church; and it was a common thing to ſay to a clergyman, 
© You have a good ſnug living, where you receive your tithes 
and emoluments, and have no church in your pariſh to do duty 
in.” As to religious diſqualifications, he conceived that they 
could properly ariſe only from political neceſhty ; When — 
„ 1 e meceluty 
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neceſſity ceaſed, the diſqualification ſhould end; and as the 
Popery laws aroſe from fear of the power of popiſh ſtates 
which now exiſt no more, or at leaſt are powerleſs, it was un- 


juſt, crucl, and impolitic, to- fetter a people merely for con- 


FH fi ſcruples of religion. This being the ſituation of 
Ireland, he could not poſſibly ſuppoſe for a ſingle moment that 


the Noble Earl (with whom antecedent to his accepting office 


he had long lived in habits of intimacy, and whoſe virtues and 
honour he highly reſpected) ſhould have gone there upon a 
miſſion of ſuch importance, with any doubt as to what was 
intended to be done upon that important point. The whole 
ſyſtem of the new Viceroy's government had been ſettled and 
decided upon in the ſeveral months that paſſed previous to the 
Noble Earl's croſſing St. George's Channel. The removal of 

any particular perſons from inferior ſtations, he conſidered to 
be always a thing of courſe under the diſcretion of the ſu- 
reme Governor of Ireland. He had nothing to ſay againſt 
Mr. Beresford or any other Gentlemen ; he might be as good 
a man as his ſucceſſor, or his ſucceſſor as good as he; but 
ſurely that could be no ground for the recal of a Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the kingdom. The mere change of a man in office 
was certainly no ground for Parliamentary proceedings: In a 
change of Adminiſtration he had himſelf been removed, but 


he thought nothing of it, becauſe it was a general rule in all 


new Adminiſtrations. Under all theſe impreſſions the Noble 
| Earl went to Ireland. It was neceſſary that all parties ſhould 

be cordially united in one general view; whether it was con- 
ſidered that they were to protect the ifland from invaſion, or 
to deſtroy domeſtic diſcord. When the Noble Earl arrived in 
Ireland, Mr. Henry Grattan, a man of high character, great 
popularity, and uncommon talents, from well-underſtood in- 
 ſtructions no doubt, came forward and ſtated that the Catholics 

were to be relieved and emancipated. From his juſtly-acquired 
fame there was every reaſon, under all the circumſtances, to 


apprehend that every thing under the new order of things was 


to be accompliſhed. That gentleman had nobly ſtood forward 
on another occaſion as the champion of the Iriſh cauſe, and 


for his ſucceſsful exertions the Parliament of Ireland had voted . 


him a remuneration larger than any that Parliament ever voted 
before to any individual, except to the Earl of Chatham, of 
both which the Noble Duke approved. —In this ſituation did 
Mr. Grattan ſtand forward. Parliament heard the tidings with 
joy, and ſo did the Public, They voted thanks to the Lord 
Lieutenant; they came forward with alacrity, and voted much 
larger ſupplies for the public ſervice than ever they did before, 
During the American war, . conſented to the moſt laviſh 
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taxation without- a | murmur; The Catholics, brought to 
this high pitch of expectation, found of a ſudden the Lord 
Lieutenant recalled, and all their fond hopes vaniſh. The cup 


. was ſuddenly daſhed from their lips, and the whole country 


was thrown into confufion. Thus did miniſters tear open 
wounds which were beginning to bear the aſpect of healing. 
And here he earneſtly deprecated and cautioned miniſters to 
beware how they adopted any meaſure that tended to riſk the 
amity which ſubſiſted between the two kingdoms, The loſs 
of America we had been able to bear. Some perſons might, 
perbaps, think, that the loſſes we ſuſtained on account of 
America, or the loſs of America itſelf, was trifling z but be 
knew not of any who would fay that the loſs of Ireland would 
not wake a dreadtu] hayoc to Great Britain and to Ireland. 
An inferior fleet of Great Britain might, by the valour and {kill 
of her ſajlors. conquer a ſuperior fleet of France, or, if even 
conquered, might again be recovered by the ſpirit and energy 
of the people; but if a gaſh was made between Ireland and 
England, it was a gaſh which no human means could ever cloſe 
or cure. He thought that the time was come, when the in- 
quiſitorial power of Parliament over the conduct of miniſters 
cught to be exerted. He concluded with moving, That an 


„ humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that he 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be 
laid before this Houſe, ſuch parts of the correſpondence 


& between miniſters and Earl Fitzwilliam, while in Ireland, as 
c relates to the motive and the ground of his recal from the 
« government of that kingdom; during which time the Par- 
“ Jliament had voted their confidence in him, and had granted 
ce ſupplies with a munificence unexampled in the hiſtory of 
& that country.“ e „ be 
The Earl of Coventry ſaid, he reſpected the Noble Earl whoſe 
recal was the ſubject of diſcuſſion, as much as any of their 
Lordſhips could, but he eould not aſſent to the preſent motion. 
He had always underſtood that a charge ſhould precede a de- 
fence. He had heard nothing like a charge urged againſt the 
Noble Earl, and therefore he thought it unneceſſary to take 
this meaſure. He 'apprehended that their Lordſhips ought 
not to interfere in this caſe, for it was a matter reſting entirely 
on the prerogative of the Crown. He had no doubt but the 
Noble Duke's motion was dictated by the pureſt motives, and 
a conſcientious deſire to diſcharge his duty; but he would put 
it to the Noble Duke, ſuppoſe his Majeſty were to change 
all his preſent miniſters the next day, would the Noble Duke 
who made the motion, and who wiſhed this buſineſs to be inveſ- 
tigated, think it neceflary to promote a Partner e, 


The Noble Earl went to the government of Ireland with as 
fair, honourable, and diſtinguiſhed a name as ever man poſſeſſed, 
and he thought he had returned with that name unſullied ; why, 

then call for an inquiry that would involve the diſcuſſion of Ca- 
| binet ſecrets? If any breach had been made in the tranquillity of 
Ireland, would the motion tend to heal the breach of the peace, 


or reſtore, harmony either in that country or this? For theſe 


reaſons he heped their Lordſhips would diſſent from the mo- 


tion. He ſhould not attempt to follow the Noble Duke 


through all the topics he had brought forward ; No doubt but 
the Houſe was much obliged to him for the information he 
had given to their Lordſhips. | | | 


Earl Fitzwilliam returned the Noble Duke his ſincere thanks 
for bringing this ſubject forward, and gave the motion his 


hearty aſſent. What might be the conſequence he knew not, 


but he muſt call on the juſtice of the Houſe. He called on 


them to do juſtice to an individual. He ſtood charged, not 
by words but by facts. They were no Cabinet ſecrets, nor 
any ſecrets, The facts were notorious to all the world, but 
the motive of recalling him, if this inquiry be not inſtituted, 
would remzin in darkneſs, Here he was entreating their 
Lordſhips to do what they were bound in duty to do, to hear 
thoſe who were charged defend themſelves, if they were able 
to defend themſelves, He came forwards to their Lordſhips, 
as one of their body, charged with miſconduct in the execu- 
tion of an official truſt of great magnitude, and imploring 


their Lordſhips protection, begging of them to allow him the 


opportunity to vindicate his character, and defend himſelf. 
He aſſerted that his conduct had not been merely pure and 
befitting, but that it had bcen meritorious. All he aſked was, 
that the cauſe of his removal ſhould be laid before their Lord- 
ſhips. His fame and his honour lay at their feet, and he truſted 


their Lordſhips would do juſtice, and enable him to reſcue both 
from the diſgrace ſo unmeritedly attempted to be caſt on them. 


The Earl of Mansfield ſaid, he would confine himſelf ſtrictly 
to what appeared to him to be the queſtion, and would in 
the firſt inſtance declare, that he ſhould;pive his vote againſt 
the motion, as he ſaw no ſalutary effect whatever that it could 
anſwer; the character of the Noble Lord (Earl Fitzwilliam) 
certainly gave great and weighty advantage to the preſent mo- 
tion for inquiry. That character he admitted always to have 
been pure and unſullied, nor was it leſs ſo in the preſent mo- 
ment, than it had been during every period of his life. He 


meant to oppoſe the motion entirely upon general grounds. 


He did not conſider the character of the Noble Earl as im- 
plicated in any charge which called ſor inquiry. There were 
Iwo poſitions, upon which the motion was grounded, which 
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he wiſhed unequivecally to admit ; firſt, the reſponſibility of 
miniſters with reſpeCt to Iriſh affairs; and ſecondly, the right 
of that Houſe to inſtitute an inquiry in all caſes which called 
for their inveſtigation : But that right was not to be exerciſed 
on every occaſion ; it was always to be exerciſed with a ſound 


_ diſcretion, and only when a very ſtrong caſe indeed occurred, 


which rendered inquiry indiſpenſibly neceſſary. In the pre- 
ſent caſe he contended that no inquiry was neceſſary. It was 
the indiſputable prerogative of the Crown to remove miniſters 
from their ſituation. To inquire in every inſtance into the 
grounds of ſuch removals, would be an interference on the 

art of that Houſe new in point of practice, and unauthoriſed 


dy the principles of the conſtitution. Let their Lordſhip 


aſk themſelves on what ground either of law, juſlice, or the 
conſtitution, the inquiry now propoſed ought to be granted 
in this inſtance. No ſuch ground would be found to exiſt, 
Another and a ſtill more important reaſon why the preſent in- 


quiry ſhould not be inſtituted, offered itſelf, namely, the ne- 


ceſſity of ſecrecy in the conduct of public bufineſs. He 
would ftate two caſes, one of a General, who ſhould be ſuper- 
feded in the middle of a campaign, and the other of an Am- 
baſſador recalled. Theſe two were undoubtedly among the 
ſtrongeſt caſes that could poſſibly be imagined. But he would 
put one ſtill ſtronger—ſuppoſe his Majeſty were to diſmiſs a 
Secretary of State for foreign affairs pending a negotiation of 
great importance, if the. perſons thus diſmiſſed, ſhould aſſert 
that they had been engaged in a train of meaſures highly be- 
neficial to the Public, when they had been ſtopt ſhort in 
the middle of their career, if they ſhould loudly demand an 
inquiry into their conduct, and for that purpoſe move for all 
the papers relative to the plan of operations, or the progreſs 
of negotiation, would the Houſe exerciſe a ſound diſcretion, 
if they were to comply with ſuch requiſitions ? on the con- 
trary, would they not directly negative any ſuch application? 


And was the correſpondence relative to the affairs of Ireland 


leſs conſequential, lefs important, that it ſhould be expoſed on 
the preſent occaſion? It was neceſſary for the proper conduct 
of public buſineſs, and in order to keep up a right underſtand- 
ing between miniſters and thoſe who ſerved the Public at any 
diſtance under their inſtructions, that the moſt free and unre- 
ſerved communication of ſentiment ſhould take place between 
miniſters in this country, and thoſe who had the direction of 
affairs out of the iſland. Could this be the caſe if every com- 
munication from the miniſter to the ſervants of the Public 
was liable to be n forward, and made the ſubject of Par- 
liamentary diſcuſſion? If ſuch a procedure was to be ſanction- 


ed, however, the correſpondence might retain the name of 
'J DE N . e tet 


and caution, that would totally defeat all the eſſential ends of 
ſuch communication, which could never be expected to be 
attained, unleſs the moſt free and unreſerved confidence were 


exerciſed by both parties, and that could never be the caſe un- 


leſs they were mutually aſſured of inviolable fecrecy, unleſs 
when great and indiſpenſible neceſſity impelled a diſcloſure. 
Miniſters would recollect that they were liable at a future pe- 
riod to be called to account for every unguarded expreſhon, 
and might ſometimes be induced to ſuppreſs particulars, which, 
if communicated, would have been effential to the public 
ſervice. He acknowledged and agreed with the Noble Duke, 
that miniſters were reſponſible for their conduct to Parliament 
by the conſtitution ; but how could they be juſtly held to that 
reſponſibility, if the very eſſential part of their ſecurity, the 
confidence that ſhould ſubſiſt between them and their col 
leagues, and the ſecrecy on which that confidence was built, 
were to be violated and promulged, upon every occaſion of 
diſcontent, by the interference and order of Parhament ?—Fhe 
Noble Earl (Fitzwilliam) had ſaid, that a charge had been 
brought againſt his character, and had called upon the Houſe 
for their protection. If ſuch had been the caſe, he would 
then have admitted that an inquiry was neceflary, for the pur- 
poſe of his exculpation. He contended however that the 

fact of his removal from office by no means implied any 
charge againſt his character; and even if it were true, that there 
mult be blame imputable ſomewhere, which he denied, ir did 
not follow that the Noble Earl ſtood accuſed. The power by 
which he had been removed was diſcretionary, and' all that 
could be inferred was, that there exiſted between him and his 
Majeſty's adviſers. in this country, a difference of opinion, 
which rendered it impoſſible that they ſhould act in conjunc- 
tion with reſpect to the affairs of Ireland. What final de- 


termination could be obtained, even if the papers called for 


were on the table? The queſtion muſt then turn on the wiſer 


opinion of the two parties, miniſters or the Noble Earl. In 
politics it has been ſaid, there is no certainty of coneluſion; 
beyond probable conſequences they could not go. He there- 
fore called upon the Houſe, however much they might be in- 
tereſted by the feeling appeal of the Noble Ear]; to conſult 
their reaſon and their prudence, in „ the preſent 
queſtion; and to purſue the line of conduct which he was per- 


ſuaded the Noble Earl himſelf would always adopt from con- 
viction, in preferring the public good to the gratification of 


their own private feelings. Such were the general arguments 
in oppoſttion to the motion; but it might be tad tliat the pre- 
1 — . e e . 
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ſecret and confidential, would aſſume a degree of reſerve 
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ſent difficult and N ſituatign of Ireland more par. 
ticularly called upon the Houſe to go into an inquiry. What 
were the facts to which they were to reſort for that purpoſe ? 
It was neceflary that it ſhould be aſcertained that Ireland was 
really in a ſtate of diſcontent and inquietude, neither of which 
admitted of any proof that could be brought before the Houſe; 
and next, that the recal of the Noble Earl was the cauſe of 
that diſcontent, of which, as a Member of an Engliſh Houſe 
of Lords, he knew nothing. A queſtion, though not in the 
preciſe terms, yet nearly of the ſame tendency, as the preſent 
motion, had been already propoſed to the Iriſh Parliament, and 
negatived by a large majority. To take up the diſcuſſion then 
in that Houſe, would be to interfere with the deciſion of an 
independent Legiſlature, who were alone competent to de- 
termine upon the ſubject, and could only have the tendency, as 
had been remarked by a Noble Earl (Lord Coventry) to increaſe 
the fermentation, and inflame diſcontent, rather than to reſtore 
harmony. In this point of view he could not help conſidering 
the motion as highly dangerous and miſchievous. Having, 
therefore, argued the queſtion upon general and conſtitutional 
grounds, and {ſtrictly abſtained from ſaying any thing that 
might admit of a perſonal application, his Lordſhip ſaid, he 
| ſhould conclude with giving his negative to the motion. 
The Earl of Guildford ſaid, that from the experience of ten 
years, during which he had found miniſters were in every in- 
ftance determined to reſiſt examination, and obſtruct inquiry, 
he had not been at all diſappointed that day in their ſteady ad- 
herence to their eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of ſtifling inquiry, Not. 
withſtanding, therefore, their boaſt upon a former occaſion, 
that whenever the ſubject of Iriſh affairs came to be diſcuſſed, 
they would be bound to prove that no part of the blame at- 
tached to them, he had never been ſanguine enough to expect 
that they would keep their words, but had ſuppoſed that they 
would take ſome means to evade an inquiry; and in the event 
he had not been diſappointed. He truſted however that their 
Lordſhips would force miniſters. in this inſtance to abandon 
their ſtrong hold, and, though againſt their wills, to grant the 
papers called for, and then inquiry muſt take place. It was 
not indeed neceſſary to go into an inquiry to vindicate the cha- 
racter of the Noble Earl; that, as had been admitted, ſtill re- 
mained pure and unſullied ; not from the circumſtance that 
no attempts had been made to take it away, but becauſe the 
efforts of a few individuals had been found inſufficient to pre- 
- vail againſt the teſtimony of his whole life, and the general 
integrity of his conduct. A queſtion of much greater im- 
portance than the life or honour of an individual was pay at 
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iſſue; the intereſts of both countries called loudly for an in- 
quiry, and were deeply involved in the decifion. The Houſe 
were bound, from motives of duty and of honour, to go into 
the inquiry which was demanded. If it was found, that the 
miſchief had ariſen from the incapacity, the weakneſs, the 

reſumption, and the contumacy of the Lord Lieutenant, it 
was fitting that he ſhould be puniſhed ; if, on the other hand, 
it had proceeded from the duplicity and treachery of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters in this country, the infamy of their policy 
ought no longer to be concealed. The neceſſity of ſtate- 
ſecrecy was urged in oppolition to the preſent motion for in- 
quiry. Could they teach the people of Ireland any thing 
which they did not at preſent know and feel? Were not they 
already in pofſeſhon of the facts which would form the baſs 
of diſcuſſion ? It had been ſaid by two Noble Earls that it was 
the prerogative of the Crown to diſmiſs all its officers at plea- 
| fure, and without aſſigning a reaſon, and that it was no part of 
the duty of that Houſe to inquire into the grounds of their 
removal. It was the prerogative of the Crown to declare 
war; it was the prerogative of the Crown to conclude treaties z 
and was that any reaſon why the Houſe ſhould not diſcuſs the 

juſtice of the one and the policy of the other? It was the duty 
of both Houſes of Parliament to watch over the exerciſe: of 
the prerogative of the Crown on all occaſions with a ſcru- 
pulous jealouſy, In the preſent inſtance a Lord Lieutenant of 
| Ireland had been removed, in poſſeſſion of the almoſt unani- 
mous approbation and confidence of the people. Expecta- 
tions which had been raiſed in a very numerous body of the 
community, with reſpect to the adoption of certain meaſures, 
had been grievouſly diſappointed. The confequence had been 
to produce in the people of Ireland diſcontent and diſtruſt, 
if not alienation and deſpair. Was it not fitting that the 
Houſe ſhould inquire: who were the authors of this calamity ? 
Were they not bound by the ſtrongeſt ties of honour to avert 
from the country the reproach of ſuch a conduct, and to prove 
to the people of Great Britain, and, what was ſtill more eſſential, 
to the people of Ireland, that only a few individuals, and not 
the Engliſh nation, were really their enemies? It had been 
ſaid, by the Noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, that inquiry ought 
not to be puſhed too far, that it ſhould: never be granted but 
under a found diſcretion, and in this inſtance it would be 
dangerous. He profeſſed that he could not agree with the 
Noble Lord, but was of a quite contrary opinion, and that to 
ſtifle inveſtigation was much more dangerous. It could not be 
argued that ſuch an inveſtigation would open the eyes of the 
Iriſn nation, for it was a fad that the eyes of the Iriſh nation 
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were already but too open to what had lately taken place, 
Danger mult ariſe, not from inquiry, but from thoſe who made 
that inquiry neceffary. It was neceſſary that the public 


character of public men ſhould be known. Every inquiry, 


he admitted, was attended with ſome degree of danger, but it 
was only to thoſe whoſe miſconduct had produced the neceſ- 

ſity oſ inveſtigation. Thoſe only were endangered by inquiry, 
_ who had occaſioned danger to the Public. He could not con- 

clude without taking notice of ſome Letters that had been given 
to the Public, by his two Noble Friends (Lords Fitzwilliam and 
Carlifle), and which there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe au - 
thentic. In theſe Letters the Noble Ear] (Fitzwilliam) attribut- 
ed the whole of the buſineſs to an intention of the Firſt Lord 
of the Treaſury to degrade and annihilate the Whig party; 
fuch was the ſcheme which he ſuppoſes him to have purſued 
in the whole of his conduct with reſpect to Ireland; and of 


which his other friends had become fo egregiouſly the dupes. 


There is however no reaſon to be ſurpriſed at either this ſyſ- 
tem of dupery on the part of miniſters, or of cullibility on 
the part of his friends. All that had happened had followed 
in the unalterable order of things. Could the Noble Earl ex- 
pect that he ſhould have been ſuffered to carry the principles, 


- hich he, and thoſe with whom he had aCted, had given up | 


in this country, acroſs St. George's Channel, and that they 
ſhould revive and flouriſh in Ireland ? Could he expect that the 
ſyſtem, which had been fo long contended for, and at laſt 


abandoned .in the one country, ſhould without oppoſition be 
adopted in another? When an Octavius had been found to 


dieſert a Cicero, might it not be ſuppoſed that there would not 
alſo be wanting an Anthony to countenance and aſſiſt in the 


facrifice ? The evil was now perceived too late. The Whig 


party, which had ſo long ſtood as a bulwark againſt the cor- 
rupt influence and unconſtitutional attempts of miniſters, and 
which the Noble Earl by his defertion had contributed to de- 
ftroy, could not be built up again. What elſe could be ex- 
pected under the adminiftration of a man who had founded 
| his maiden fame on the deſertion of thoſe very principles with 
which he had fet out in life? Lord Guildford concluded with 
giving his molt hearty aſſent to the motion for inquiry. | 


iſcount Sydney ſaid, that during forty years he had wit⸗ 


neſſed different changes of miniſters, but had never known 


ſuch a motion as the preſent to be adopted. He declared, that 
he never knew the removal of a miniſter of the Crown to 


have been the ſubject of Parliamentary inveſtigation. If he 
agreed with the preſent motion, it would be out of feeling to 
the Noble Lord, as his experience of near forty years had not 
G 3 8 . | furniſhed 
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furniſhed him with one example by which he might guide him- 
| ſelf; whereas, on the contrary, he had in a few years ſeen more 
than one Lord Lieutenant removed, and thoſe men high in 
character, high in reputation, honour, virtue, and probity; yet 
they neyer conſidered their removal as a ground for Parlia- 


mentary inveſtigation. He inſtanced the removal of Mr. Pitt 


(the late Lord Chatham) in the zenith of his popularity, from 


the Secretaryſhip, which was notified in the Gazette to have 


taken place by his Majeſty's command, which was ſo: ſingular 
a made of ditmiſſion, that it was deemed moſt extraordinary; 
and he ſhould have thought if any thing of the ſort could have 


provoked and juſtified an inquiry, that diſmiſhon would; but 


though party ſpirit ran high at the time, it was too much even 
for thoſe times, and was not attempted. He remembered alſo 
the total diſmiſſion of an Adminiſtration within the ſhort 
ſpace of twenty-four hours, in neither of which inſtances 
had any inquiry taken ra He adverted to the ceniure 
which the Duke of Norfolk had paſſed on the church of Ire- 
land, and conceived any ſuch attack on a body of men to be 
highly unwarrantable. He aſked the Noble Duke (Norfolk), 
where he had learnt to tax the church of Ireland with ſo much 
neglect, and upon what authority he ſpoke, when he made 
ſuch an aſſertion? Very likely there were ſome members of 
the church of Ireland neglectful; but where was the large 


body which had not ſome bad members? {4 | 
The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, that he by no means meant to paſs 
any cenſure on individuals; he only adverted to a notorious 


fact, the neglect of pariſh-duty in ſome parts of Ireland; of 


this fact he could bring many witneſſes, and if their evidence 


ſhould not ſatisfy the Noble Lord, he could adduce the teſti- 
| mony of his own experience from a reſidence of two years in 
that country, J 


The Duke of Leeds ſaid, he agreed moſt perfectly with the 


Noble Lords who ſtated that it was an undoubted prerogative of 
the Crown to appoint and diſmiſs its miniſters and fervants, of 
every deſcription, even without aſſigning any cauſe; but he 


could not admit the inference which was drawn from that fact, 


di. that any inveſtigation propoſed by that Houſe, when it ap- 
peared to them to be neceflary, was an infringement upon 


that branch of the prerogative ſo juſtly ſtated, and ſo par» : 
_ ticularly contended for that day. All inquiries were im- 


proper, unleſs when the exerciſe of the prerogative had been 


illegal or unconſtitutional z he thought that this buſineſs 


ſhould have been agitated in the proper place, viz. between 
the parties immediately concerned, and that in a private man- 
ner; ſuch an inveſtigation as the preſent muſt involve 


; - 
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not only the character of the Noble Earl, but alſo that of the 
Executive Government. The Houſe, it had been admitted, 
had a right to inſtitute an inquiry on the recal or diſ- 
miſſion of a miniſter at home or abroad, where it ſaw ſtrong 
grounds for it; but a Noble Earl had ſaid, if he underſtood him 
correctly, that it ought to exerciſe a ſound diſcretion in infti- 
tuting any inquiry of the kind. He was ready to ſubſcribe 
completely to that doctrine; and the queſtion in this caſe 
feemed to be, whether an inquiry could be agreed to by their 
Lordſhips conſiſtent with the exerciſe of a ſound diſcretion on 
the part of their Lordſhips? He thought it could, as it need 
not be purſued to the end, beyond the limits of a ſound dif. 
cretion. He was aware it might extend to points which it 
would not be proper, and which he did not wiſh to puſh it to, 
The Houſe in their diſeretion might ſtop ſhort of going that 
improper length of inveſtigation. On the recal of a Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland as a mere matter of fact, it might be 
improper to go into any inquiry reſpecting the cauſes; but 
when that fact was attended By circumſtances of an extraor- 
dinary and unprecedented nature, which the diſmiſſion in 
queſtion notoriouſly and avowedly was, he thought it became 
the dignity and the wiſdom of that Houſe to inſtitute an in- 
quiry of the nature propoſed by the Noble Duke. This was 
their duty both to the character and ſituation in which a Mem- 
ber of that Houſe was placed, and to the country at large. 
'The peculiar and intereſting ſtate of Ireland at the time, and 
the ſudden and extraordinary recal of a Governor who ſeemed 
to poſſeſs ſo much of the confidence and eſteem of the whole 
people and Parliament, were topics upon which the public 
mind was greatly agitated, and upon which they had a right 
to call for ſome ſatisſactory accounts. He was ſorry for the 
difference that had unhappily taken place between the Noble 
Earl and his Majeſty's miniſters, He could have wiſhed that 
no ſuch thing had ever been made public; and when he firſt 
ſaw the Letters of the Noble Earl in the public prints, he had 
believed, what he had hoped would turn out to be the fact, 
that they were ſpurious and furreptitious.z but fince he found 
thoſe very facts avowed by the Noble Lord himſelf, if it was 
to go out of the beaten track, he would vote for the inveſtiga- 
tion. They ought not to refuſe an inveſtigation which ſo 
nearly affected the Noble Lord's honour—There was another 
ſtrong reaſon which would make him regret the filence of the 
Houſe, viz. that their Lordſhips were to protect the confiden- 
tial ſervants of the Crown, He did not think that an inveſti- 
gation could affect them, for, for his part, he thought no ſuſpi- 
tion would reſt on the ſervants of the Crown, as he 1 no 
a | | CO DEA ferious 
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ſerious charge which could be attributed either to the Noble 


Lord or them. He did not, however, think it was poſſible 


for the Noble Earl to go to Dublin without knowing the li- 
mits of his power: If he exceeded them, he was certainly to 
blame; but if, on the other hand, he had no inſtructions 
how to act, thoſe on this ſide the water were to blame. As 


to the extracts required relative to the Noble Earl's recal, he 


could not think that any fatal conſequences would ariſe from 
producing them; he would therefore give the motion his 


| hearty ſupport. 


De Earl of Caernarvon obſerved, that the Noble Duke 


(Leeds) who ſpoke laſt, had, in fact, admitted the impro- 


priety of the inquiry, which he ſupports by avowing that it 


was not his intention to purſue it to its end, through all the 


objects which might be of dangerous or improper diſcuſſion ; 
but propoſes when he has ſatisfied his curioſity or diſcret'on, 


to abſtain from urging the inquiry to inconvenient lengths; 


but he does not attempt to ſhew the poſſibility of advancing 
a ſtep with propriety, or even without danger : The inquiry 
muſt neceſſarily, by the terms of the motion, go the whole 


length of making all which produced the Noble Earl's recal 


a ſubject of public diſcuſſion. I have liſtened with all poſſible 
attention to the Noble Mover, and have heard a very long 


and good political hiſtory of the ſeven or eight laſt years, but 
could trace no argument in ſupport of the inquiry he pro- 
_ poſed, but that certain differences of opinion having exiſted 
between a Noble Earl, lately filling the higheſt ſtation in a 


neighbouring kingdom, and the Members of his Majeſty's 
government here, which produced his recal ; one fide muſt 


be in the right, and the other in the wrong; and that in pub- 


lic matters,” the exiſtence of wrong was ſufhcient ground for 
public inquiry. This poſition muſt be founded upon a ge- 
neral propriety of inquiring into the motives in every exerciſe 


of the Royal prerogative of diſmiſſing its ſervants.— The 
truſt is certainly veſted in the Crown for the public benefit; but 


it is for the public advantage that it ſhould not be examined 
into, except in caſes (which can ſeldom occur) of groſs abuſe. 


It may happen that the King ought in prudence to remove a 
ſervant, againſt whom no crime can be alleged. Incapacity 


of various natures, ſuſpicions even of the ſlighteſt ſort, nei- 


ther fit to be ſtated nor capable of proof; official controver- 


tes, and variety of other reaſons ; may be the prudent motive 


of filent diſmiſſion. Many perſons on whom no imputation 
could fix, have in my time been diſmiſſed from high office. 
A Noble Duke now in my eye, has been diſmiſſed from high 
| kituation, but he has neither thought his honour or reputa- 
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tion in the leaſt affected by it, nor did he think it neceffary 
to call for an inquiry by way of juſtification to his character. 
I lament as much as any perſon the unfortunate differences 
which have taken place, and which have cauſed the Noble 
Earl that uneaſineſs which his preſent ſenſe of his ſituation 
gives him; there is no perſon who doubts his honour and in- 
tegrity, and who is not perſuaded that he has not in any thing 
acted ſo as not to forfeit that high eſtimation in which he has 
always ſtood with thoſe whoſe eſtimation he valued. Private 
and cool diſcuſſion might have healed all thoſe wounds which 
accident has occaſioned ; public diſcuſſion can do no good to 
private griefs, and in the prefent caſe muſt be of dangerous 

conſequence. JFC ae es + 
The Noble Duke who ſpoke laſt, is aware that the inquiry 
led to points which he would not wiſh to enter upon; but 
he will find it difficult to advance a fingle ſtep without enter- 
ing © matter not only improper and even dangerous, but 
on ſubjects in which we have no competent juriſdiction. If 
we are to judge from report and from publications of ſup- 
poſed authenticity, the recal of the Noble Earl was owing 
to removals intended by him of old ſervants of the Crown in 
Ireland ; for to that intention, rather than to the meaſure re- 
ſpecting the Catholics, his recal is attributed by one of thoſe 
printed letters. We muſt in that cafe enter into the diſcuſ- 
ſion of the propriety or impropriety of thoſe removals, before 
we can judge or decide on the fitneſs of the recal of the 
Noble Earl: We mult have all the papers that concerned the 
motives and grounds which induced the Noble Earl to inſiſt 
on their diſmiſhon, and all the correſpondence between thoſe 
perſons and the Earl, about their removal, before we can 
form an adequate judgment. It is as neceſſary for their cha- 
racter, as our judgment, that the inquiry ſhould take this 
_ courſe; and yet this is hardly an occupation within the _—_ 
» 


of the duties or power of Parliament in this kingdom. 


on the other hand, meaſures reſpecting the Catholics in 
Ireland were the cauſe of the Noble Earl's recal, we muſt 
fully diſcuſs that important and delicate queſtion, we muſt 
come to a decifion of its propriety, before we can judge of 
the conduct of the Noble Earl, or of the King's miniſters 
here. The Parliament of Great Britain is not competent to 
decide on this point, as reſpecting the kingdom of Ireland; 
and yet, without deciding it (and every body feels the great 
impropriety and danger of doing ſo, eſpecially at this mo- 
ment), we cannot proceed a ſtep in forming a judgment on 
the neceſſity of recalling the Lord Lieutenant of that king- 

dom, be his character as high and as unimpeached as that . 
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the Noble Earl. I am therefore decidedly of opinion that 
the papers deſired by the motion of the Noble Duke ſhould 
not be granted. | e | e | | 
The Earl of Moira ſaid, he had come down to the Houſe 
that day, fall of curioſity, not an idle or vain curioſity, but full 
of earneſt and anxious doubt, and defire to know what turn 
the diſcuſhon would take, and what line of conduct miniſters 
would follow. It was his wiſh-to have heard miniſters, when 
| they had already ſhifred all blame from themſelves, give ſome 
ſort of evidence or argument why it ought to be attached 
elſewhere 3 that blame did exiſt ſomewhere, the fact of the 
recal of the Noble Earl, under ſuch extraordinary circum- 
ſtances, fully demonſtrated, and the Public had a right to be 
ſatisſied on the ſubject. The Noble Earl had fairly, boldly, 
and honourably courted an inveſtigation into his conduct, and 
it equally became his Majeſty's cabinet miniſters to be ready 
on their part to meet the Noble Earl's challenge, and put the 
Houſe in poſſeſſion of ſuch information as might enable 
them to form a right and true judgment upon the queition ſo 
directly at iſſue between them and the Noble Earl. The 
union and harmony of Ireland, in its relative fituation with 
this country, was ſo deſirable an object, that as every thing 
which tended to promote that union and harmony was the 
beſt intexeſt of this country to encourage, fo every thing that 
tended to interrupt it was moſt dangerous in its conſequences, 
and ſtudioulſly to be avoided. He deprecated an idea, which 
had been repeatedly thrown out, that any inveſtigation of the 
nature propoſed was a direct interference of this country 
with the Legiſlature of Ireland. So far from that being the 
caſe, it was what that country looked for, and had a right to 
expect, as one in which the deareſt rights of both kingdoms 
were involved, and which it was the duty of both to fee fully 
and fairly inveſtigated. He agreed, as every body had done, 
in the opinions ſtated by different Lords reſpecting the pre- 
rogative of the Crown ; but, admitting the extent of that ar- 
gument, he ſtill muſt infift, that, in extraordinary caſes, and 
all ſuch as the Houſe might deem ſo, the prerogative of the 
Crown, and the manner in which it was exerciſed, were fit 
matter for the cognizance of that Houle : That ſuch cogni- 
zance ſhould be proceeded on only when dictated by found 
_ diſcretion, he was ready at all times to allow; if ever there 
was a caſe where ſound diſcretion called for inveſtigation, and 
a recognition by Parliament of the exerciſe of ſuch preroga- 
tive, it was that now before the: Houſe, All the danger that 
had been dreaded by ſome Noble Lords, he conſidered as vi- 
W 5 With 
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With regard to what had been ſaid by the Noble Preſident 
of the Council, reſpecting the power of appointing and diſ- 
miſſing the ſervants of the Crown, he muſt anſwer, that this 
was no common diſmiſſion of a Secretary of State, or any 
ordinary miniſter of the Crown, neither were its conſequences 
ſo trivial and unimportant. The cafes of an Ambaſſador, or 
a Secretary of State for foreign affairs being diſmiſſed, pend- 
ing a negotiation, had no ſort of analogy to the diſmiſſion or 
recal of a Viceroy of Ireland, who mult be ſuppoſed, till the 
contrary was proved, to have ſpoken the language of his So- 
vereign, and have followed the inſtructions of his Majeſty's 
Cabinet. He begged their Lordſhips to conſider the extremely 
critical ſituation of that kingdom, at the time the Noble Ear! 
was appointed; the great ſatisfaction that his intended meaſures 
had given to that country, and the unanimous ſupport that 
he had experienced from the Parliament and the people, and 
then let them reflect on the extraordinary and unprecedented 
circumſtance of the Noble Earls being withdrawn from the 
government of that country in the midſt of the moſt import- 
ant buſineſs that could occupy the attention of that kingdom, 
and while he had juſt propoſed, and was carrying on mea- 
| ſures fo truly honourable to himſelf, auſpicious to the intereſts 
and profperity of Ireland, and ſo conformable to the wiſhes 
of people of all deſcriptions, both there and here. Under 
thoſe circumſtances could this be reckoned an ordinary diſmiſ- 
ſal, or rather were there not involved in it ſuch ſerious conſe- 


quences. that it demanded every poſlible inveſtigation, and 


every explanation that could calm and ſatisfy the public mind ? 
Some Noble Lords had expreſſed much ſhyneſs, on the ground 
that it would be improper to entrench upon the delicacy of the 
ſubject and the Noble Earls feelings; but ſuch obſervations, 
in his mind, came with a very bad grace from miniſters at 
preſent. What delicacy could they pretend to after the man- 
ner in which they had treated the Noble Earl? The very 
circumſtance of recalling him in the way they did, carried 
with it a degree of diſgrace and ſuppoſed criminality which 
no delicacy for the preſent, nor indeed any thing but a fair 
inquiry, could poſſibly do away. The Noble Earl had come 
forward with his facts, and was ready to defend himſelf in 
his place; let them ſtand up likewiſe in their own defence, 
and prove to the Houſe and to the country that blame was 
not imputable to them. The Noble Earl had been accuſed 
of bringing forward a meaſure improperly, called the emancipa- 
tion of the Roman Catholics ; whatever propriety there was in 
that meaſure, 'and he believed it was univerſally admitted to 
be a wile and politic one, the Noble Earl had afferted, and 
NY Oo | 2 . | was 
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was ready to prove that it was not the cauſe of his diſmiſfal. | 


All the other meaſures of his government, equally tending 
as they did to the ſatisfaction, the tranquillity, and the pro- 
ſperity of the country, the Noble Earl had declared himſelf 
ready to anſwer for. He had been joined, as ſoon as his in- 


| tended ſyſtem, of government was known, by that great and 


| dilintereſted: patriot, the able and tried friend of his country, 
Mr. Grattan, who had ſupported his adminiſtration not in the 
ordinary way of ſupporting adminiſtrations, by accepting of 
places of rank and. emolument, but honeſtly and independent- 
ly, without aſking for, or condeſcending to accept any office 
of emolument from Government, but merely becauſe the 


Noble Earl's ſyſtem of government in that country for the 


firſt time. was going on undiſtinguiſhed from the good of the 
people, and hand in hand with their fafety, their proſperity, 
and every intereſt connected with their relative ſituation with 
this country. ne | 33 

On the Catholic queſtion, and indeed on almoſt every other 
that had been entered upon, full three fourths of the country 
not only were with him, but had propoſed and ſtrongly ſo- 
licited meaſures which he ſeemed inclined to follow, and the 
other fourth never thought of oppoſing them. If their Lord- 
ſhips would but think for a moment on the Noble Earl's ſitu- 
ation perſonally, if they recollected his own ſtake in that 
country, his great eſtate, his high rank, and ſtill higher re- 
putation, and the with he mult have felt to preſerve unſullied 
that character and eſtimation in which he was fo juſtly held 
by his countrymen—could they for an inſtant ſuppoſe thar 


his conduct was dictated by motives of 'vanity or ambition? 


Certainly not. It muſt be viſible to .all Who were able to 
make ſuch obſervation upon the ſubject, that it was not mo- 
mentary popularity, but a conviction that he was aCting for 

the ſecurity of the country, which induced him to follow 
thoſe meaſures moſt adapted to inſure it. One leading feature 
in his adminiſtration was, an early and uniform diſpoſition to 
correct by every poſſible means thoſe violent abuſes, which 
were known to have prevailed in former adminiſtrations, 


which could not be denied, and which had diſgraced and de- 


graded not only thoſe who committed them, but the very 


name of the country in which they were ſuffered to exiſt. 


In this country, as in all governments, there might be ſuſpi- 
cions of corruption; but whatever corruption did exiſt here, 
it at leaſt had the ſhame to hide its face, and aſſume a virtue, 


if it had it not: There, ſuſpicion was out of the queſtion, 


corruption was manifeſt, notorious, and not even attempted 
to be concealed ; it ſtalked abroad unveiled at noon-day, 5 
| . | | wit 
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with the pravity of a proſtitute, braved the eyes of the world, 


put modeſty to the bluſh, and inſulted the decency of the 
country. | „ | 
Lord Romney called the Noble Earl to order; he feared that 
ſuch language might be conſidered elſewhere an inſult upon 
the Legiſlature of another country. FFC 

Tbe Earl of Moira proceeded Animated as he felt himſelf 
by his ſubject, aud poſſciing ſuch complete knowledge of the 
facts he had ſtated as he did, he perhaps might have been 


betrayed into a warmth of expreſſion that induced the Noble 


Lord to call him to order, no doubt juſtly, but, he owned, 
very unpleaſantly to his own feelings. He would therefore 
not purſue the ſame ſtrain, but endeavour to keep clear of 
the fault again, though from his conviction of the truth 
of his ftatement, he muſt think that the part of the Noble 
Earl's ſyſtem to which he had alluded, was one of the moſt 
important, moſt material, and moſt ſalutary meaſures of his 
adminiſtration. On this ſubject of the corruption which had 


prevailed in Ireland, he was not merely giving his own opi- 


nion, it had long fince rouſed the general and glowing in- 
dignation of the whole country, being as notorious as it was 
uncontradicted. One Gentleman's name had been introduced 


into the debate (Mr. Beresford), for whom he entertained a 


very high reſpect, and did not wiſh to inſinuate any thing 
that could look like a cenſure upon his conduct; but though 
he ſaid this, he might fairly add, that he ſaw no impropriety 
in his removal; no charge of corruption, that he knew of, 
| Had ever been made againſt that ED. yet if public 
opinion was againſt him, that was ſuthcient to make his re- 
moval from office neceſſary. When Noble Lords aſſerted, that 
the preſent ſtate of that country bore no ſymptoms of difſa- 
tisfaction, he rather thought they aſſerted too much; if they 
thought otherwiſe, he wiſhed they would be ſo good as to 
prove it. But were they quite certain it was tranquil at pre- 
ſent? Did they ſuppoſe that becauſe there were no riotous 
inſurrections in Ireland, the people were ſatisfied with the 


late tranſactions? If they did, he would anſwer, that there 


was ſomething much worſe than inſurrection and tumult 
in that country. Silent diſguſt at the Britiſh Government 
was taking deep root in the minds of the people, and from 


filent diſguſt he apprehended much more ſerious danger than 


from open riot and diforder. It was far more likely to un- 


dermine that harmony among the people of Ireland, and that 


regard for this country, that it was ſo eſſential to Britiſh in- 
| xereſts to cultivate and encourage. © EIGH 
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His Lordfhip adverted to the fears and alarms, in his opinion 
groundleſs, that had been entertained from the introduction 
of French poiſon and French principles, which had been made 
the cauſe of all the diſtreſſes under which the country at pre- 
ſent ſuffered, From theſe he thought much lefs danger was 
to be apprehended, than from the eritical and dangerous ſitua- 
tion of Ireland; he would then aſk, whether this danger did 
not proceed from the extraordinary and ſudden recal of the 
late Lord Lieutenant? It certainly did. The proceedings of 
all meetings, and the addreſſes from all parts of the country, 
from corporations, even where the Proteſtants were known to 
have the aſcendancy and influence, as well as from different 
cities and counties all ſhewed their diſſatisfaction and fears 
of dangerous conſequences from this recal. There might be 
thoſe who' ſo much deſpiſed all proceedings of thoſe publie 
meetings, that they would not allow that the ſenſe” of the 
country could be judged of from that eriterion; they _ 
however, be conſtant attendants at court-levees, and, if they 
were, he would refer” them to St. James's, and” there they 
would find that, the people of Ireland, not content with con- 
veying their ſentiments on the grievances me ſuffered, 
through the medium of their repreſentatives in Parliament, 
came forward from all parts of the country, with addrefles 
to the Throne itſelf. Was this a time to be careleſs about 
offending the people of that country? — Was it a time 
to withhold from them what they ſo much wiſhed, and 
what was fo eſſential to their happineſs and their ſecurity -a 
time when they had afforded to this country à great addition 
_ of ſtrength, and had granted, with unexampled munificence 
and liberality, ſuch liberat ſupplies ?-—when, in return for a 
promiſed boon, they had given us great additional and effec- 
tual ſupport, was it prudent to ſhe them how little they had 
to depend on our juſtice—how much they had to dread from 
our indiferetion ? With regard to the emancipation of the 
Catholies, it was the general with of all deſcriptions of men in 
Ireland, the Proteſtants as well as the Catholics. He, for one, 
thought it highly adviſeable, and he thought ſo becauſe he 
really conceived it would effentially conduce to the ſafety of 
that kingdom; if that were net his ſincere opinion, did his 
Majeſty's miniſters imagine, that with his property in Ireland, 
he would lend the meaſure his ſanction, or act ſo madly as to 
countenance that which would induce conſequences likely to 
endanger his eftate' ? DEST? N 175 
His Lordſhip continued reaſoning very ably and eloquently, 
and addreſſæd himſelf to thoſe who fade fo highly of the Noble 
Tarl, and denied that any charge was made againſt, or an 
blame attached to him; and aſked them if there was no dif- | 
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grace, no diſhonour in his recal, under the circumſtances, and 
at the time it took place? He conſidered that way of ſpeaking 
extremely wrong; mere vain and empty compliments thrown 
out as a ſet- off againſt ſerious and ſubſjantial charges, were but 
a poor compenſation for the materi ſhock that his honour 
and his feelings had ſuſtained. That ſuch charges had been 


made, he ſtated with confidence, from printed papers which 


they had all ſeen, and the authenticity of which he had every 
reaſon to admit, He pronounced an handſome panegyric on 
the public and private character of the Noble Earl, with whom 
he declared he had held no communication as to the part he 
had taken that night; and if miniſters reſiſted all inquiry, and 
reſuſed information on the queſtion at iſſue between them and 
the Noble Earl, he muſt attach to them all the blame which 
they have hitherto wiſhed to load the Noble Lord with; and, 
what would reſt more heavily upqn them, all the dangerous 
effects that were to be dreaded from their indiſcretion. 

The Earl ended a very powerful and impreſſive ſpeech, with 


motion. DR LATE: : 1 
The Earl of Weſtmorland * and the Marguis Toaunſbend both 
roſe together, but curioſity to hear what the Earl, who had 


been the immediate predeceſſor of Earl Fitzwilliam in the 
viceroyſhip of Ireland, would ſay upon the ſubject, induced 
the majority of their Lordſhips ro call ſor Lord Weſtmor- 
land's being heard; the Marquis 'Townſhend therefore gave 


way. His Lordſhip ſaid, what had lately happened in Ireland, 
and the publications imputed to the Noble Earl who had ſo 
recently returned from the caſtle of Dublin, made it impoſ- 
ſible for him to fit ſilent, when a topic, in which he was in ſome 
meaſure perſenally implicated, was under diſcuſſion in that 
Houſe ; but as it was ſome years ſince he had the honour to 
addreſs their Lordſhips, and he was not in the habit of public 
ſpeaking, he had to beg their Lordſhips indulgence for any 
impropriety that he might, through inadvertency, be betrayed 
into. The Letters of the Noble Earl, for ſuch he would, for 
the ſake of his argument, take the liberty of conſidering them, 
contained aſſertions and inferences to which he not only 
could not ſubſcribe, but which he muſt beg leave poſitively 
and peremptorily to deny. In order the better to illuſtrate his 
meaning, and render it, in what he ſhould have to ſubmit to 
their Lordſhips, clear and diſtin, he would {tate the paſſages 
in thoſe letters to which he meant to reply one by one, and 
accompany each with ſuch obſervations as he ſhould feel it 

neceſſary to offer. The Noble Earl had expreſsly declared, 


* Maſter of the Horſe. 5 


declaring, that he ſhould give his vote for the Noble Duke's 
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that on his arrival in Ireland he found the government of that 
kingdom a' government of corruption and oppreſſion. He 
' wiſhed the Noble Earl had ſtated in what that corruption and 
oppreſhon conſiſted. He knew of no corruption in his Ma- 
jeſty's government there, any more than in age, govern- 
ment. It was as pure, and not more corrupt than any other; 
compared with the government of this kingdom, there was as 
little corruption there as here. And when he had the honour 
to repreſent his Majeſty in Ireland, it had been the avowed 
and ſolicitous object of his Majeſty's government to protect, | 
and not to oppreſs, thoſe who were ſubject to it. It was 
curious to obſerve how miraculouſly the Noble Earl made this 
- diſcovery of the ſtate of the government of Ireland, almoſt as 
ſoon as he ſet foot in the caſtle of Dublin; let their Lordſhips 
| conſider the date of the Noble Earl's embarkation from this 
country, the date of his landing in Ireland, of his arrival at 
the caſtle, and of this letter, and they would, he doubted not, 
_ expreſs ſome degree of ſurpriſe, at the very ſhort period that 
elapſed between the Noble Earls embarkation, and his having 
been enabled to make ſo round and unqualified an aſſertion, 
and to act upon it. The Noble Earl had thought proper to 
diſmiſs ſeveral of the moſt faithful and tried ſervants of his 
Majeſty, and to aſſign his reaſons for it in the letters beforehim. 
Speaking of Mr. Beresford, the Noble Earl had declared, that 
he filled a ſituation greater than that of the Lord Lieute- 
- nant; and when he ſaw that if he had connected himſelf with 
him, it would have been connecting himſelf with a perſon 
under univerſal heavy ſuſpicions, and fubjecting his govern- 
ment to all the opprobrium and unpopularity attendant upon 
his mal-adminiſtration, what was then to be his choice? 
what the deciſion he had to form? He could not heſitate a 
moment: He decided at orice, not to cloud the dawn of his 
adminiſtration by leaving in ſuch power and authority, ſo 
much imputed malverſation.” What ſituation it was Mr. 
Beresford filled, ſo much greater than that of the Lord 
Lieutenant, Lord Weſtmoreland profeſſed he could not 
underſtand. During his adminiſtration in that kingdom, he 
was not appriſed of any party which Mr. Beresſord could ſo 
powerfully controul, nor did he believe that either he him- 
ſelf or his family had acquired ſuch aſtoniſhing authority. If 
he held any influence, it was the influence of an active man, 
a man of great knowledge of the intereſts of Ireland, of great 
ability and uncommon application, who was at all times zeal- 
ous in the ſervice of his King, and the preſervation of the 
peace and tranquillity of his country, Yet this Gentleman, 
fo faithful, ſo vigilant, ſo indefatigable in his ſervices, is ac- 
cuſed of labouring under univerſal heavy ſuſpicions, oppro- 
155 ; . , 1 2 80 : rium, | 
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brium, and unpopularity, attendant upon his mal-adminiftra. 
tion and his malverſation, Theſe were ſerious words, and 
ſerious charges for an unblemiſhed reputation to ſuſtain, and 
ill-befitting a man who had, like him, conducted himſelf in 
his“ high office with ſo mueh honour and fidelity, and ſerved 
the public for nearly forty years together. How did the Noble 
Earl obtain this information ? He landed only on the Sunday, 
and could not conſequently give an audience till the Monday; 
and yet, upon the Wedneſday following, he had acquired ſuch 
a complete and thorough knowledge of Mr. Beresford's un- 
popularity and malverſatien, as to determine to diſmiſs him, 
Did he make his inquiry at the Cuſtom-houſe ? did he make 
it at the Revenue Board? or did he conteiit himſelf with par. 
tial information, and excluſively receive this report of Mr, 
Beresford from his political enemies? Three days was a ſhort 
time for ſuch inveſtigation, and yet, ſhort as it was, the time 
the Noble Lord employed was apparently ſtill ſhorter; for 
when the Marquis of Waterford leſt Dublin on the Wedneſ- 
day, there was no rumour whatever, nor the moſt oblique 
ſuggeſtion that his brother was to be diſcharged. Had the 
communication of the Noble Earl's intentions been made 
known to Lord Waterford, Mr. Beresford would have had the 
advantage of a brother's advice on ſo trying an occaſion ; but 
that was not allowed him. How the Noble Lord could juſtify 
himſelf, would have been problematic to decide, if the Noble 
Lord had not proceeded to juſtify himſelf in this manner: He 
diſclaims every idea of perſonal injury, and imagines he has 
offered ſufficient recompence by a pecuniary compenſation. 
What, is not an attack upon the character of a man in office 
an injury? To ſay: he is under heavy ſuſpicions, to accuſe 
him of mal-adminiſtration, malverſation, and unpopularity, 
is this no injury? or can any pecuniary compenſation alleviate 
fuch charges? Does any perſon, who knows the honour of 


- the Gentleman and his family in queſtion, ſuppoſe for a mo- 


ment that he would be induced to conſider a pecuniary com- 
penſation an adequate ſatisfaction for his wounded fame and 
character by imputed malverſation ? If his character were, 
as it is repreſented, ſo notorioufly bad, it would have been the 
duty of the Noble Lord to have removed him without giving 
any compenſation; and if, on the other hand, it be ſo good 
as it really is, could the Noble Lord imagine, that to deprive a 
man of his office and his dignity, to deprive him of ſerving 
his King and country with the zeal he wiſhes, and to deprive 
that King and country of ſuch a uſeful ſervant, could be 


atoned for by any pecunzary compenſation ? 


Lord Weſtmorland next adverted to a till ſtranger "Tal 
covery, a diſcovery which had not only eſcaped him, but = 
URI EE Noble 
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Noble predeceſſor he Marquis (Townſhend), He aladed to | 


what had been alleged againſt Lord Fitzgibbon, who had 
been the firſt object to be aſſailed, and whoſe valuable life had 
been endangered. Who, he aſked, ſtood by England at the 


time his Majeſty's miniſters were almoſt totally deſerted ? 
Who was it that had always manifeſted a fincere folicitude for 
the unity of the Crown, but Lord Fitzgibbon, that ſound 
lawyer, upright judge, and faithful counſellor?! 
With regard to the proviſion for the Attorney General 


when he retired. which the Noble Earl had ſaid he gave that 
Gentleman, Lord Weſtmoreland begged leave to inform their 
Lordſhips, that he had taken credit to himſelf for that reverſion 


being ſecured to the Learned Gentleman; and he would ſtate 
on what ground he had done it. An opportunity offered for 
that able lawyer to have a Chief Juſticeſhip, when he, as Lord 

Lieutenant, could not part with him, without great detriment 


to his Majeſty's government. He therefore prevented his 


taking a ſeat on the Bench; and having done ſo, ſecured a 
reverſion for him, whenever he retired, of 2,300). per annum, 


which, as a man of honour, he held himſelf bound to do. 


The next perſon, he noticed, was the King's Solicitor Gene- 
ral, who had been the object of reſentment of every faction: 


a gentleman of private eſtimation, "args fortune, and eminent 
in his public capacity. Whether any of theſe Gentlemen acted 


from corruption or not, his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould be proud 


to compare them in honour, ability, and publie character, with 


| my of thoſe Gentlemen the Noble Lord had choſen to ſucceed 
them. 1 T5 | 


„Hel as longth- bw ie ſpenk.of iel, The Noble tend 


had ſaid, that: “ it was one of his objects, and that a principal 
one, to bring back conſequence and dignity to Engliſh: govern- 
ment.“ This was a reflection, Lord Weſtmoreland ſaid, up- 
on his government: He hoped the Noble Lord did not deſign 
to convey ſuch an infinuation perſonally to him; it was liable 
to be ſo conſtrued, but he did not believe the Noble Earl 
meant it in that way, If the conſequence and dignity; of 
_ Engliſh government had been loſt, how happened it that when 


he was there he had obtained ſuch univerſal ſupport ? How 
happened it that he had found a ſtrong and leagued oppoſition 


upon his arrival, which he turned over to the Noble Lord 


weakened to a degree that enſured filence ? How came it to 
paſs, he might aſk, that he was able to effect all the great and 
important objects of his government, and return with rea- 


_ ſonable expectations of further inſtances of his Majeſty's 


gracious favour, when he ſtood in his preſence at St. James's ? 
Another Gentleman diſmiſſed from his Majeſty's ſervice, 
was Mr. Hamilton, a man who had the merit, not of * 


* 
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but of fifty years faithful ſervice, to plead in his hide; a 


Gentleman of great knowledge of bubneſs, well acquainted 


with the intereſts of the er of er addreſs, and moſt 


R manners. | 
The Noble Lord had confidently aſſerted, that Ireland was 
diſcontented, diſunited, and uneaſy. How. he: had learned 


the diſtraQed and diſunited ſtate of the country, was the 


next object, his Lordſhip ſaid, to be conſidered. Had he 
learned that too from converſions ? for he was ſure it could 
not be by any other means. He found. the Parliament unani- 


mous, no ſeditious meetings, no inflammatory harangues ; 


the people loyal and induſtrious, an increaſe of revenue, a 
flouriſhing commeree, and a prevailing harmony throughout 


the kingdom. If the country had been in that diſtracted ſtate 
in which it was repreſented, how came theſe circumſtances to 


be undeniable? Or why had it not been deemed neceflary to 
keep it checked and awed by an army? Yet the army was 


removed; and though the country was in this diſtracted ſtate, 


and the people ſo diſunited, as the Noble Earl had choſen to 


aſſert,” we never heard of any of thoſe fatal and pH con- 


ſequences which uſually attend a rebellion. 


The Noble Earl, in his Letter, had laid great ſtreſs on tbe 


large ſupply which had been granted; and yet, Lord Weſt- 
moreland fa, the ſupply of the preceding year had been 
nearly as erk or, if 

country could end. Was it for a peculiar ſet of Gentlemen 


in oſſice, or for the emancipation of the Catholics, that this 
extraordinary ſupply was granted? Every Proteſtant Gen- 
tleman in the country contributed an equal ſhare, and they 
granted it not for any intereſted purpoſe, but becauſe it 
- was wanted; and if three times as much had been wanted, 
it would have been granted with the ſame promptneſs and 


good-will. His Lordſhip was aware, indeed, that an attempt 
had been made to excite. diſaffection, by raifing a clamour on 
the ſcore of i imaginary Erievanceny ; 1! it was eee an at- 
tempt, and it failed. 


The Noble Earl had further urged 3 in | fangs of his mea- 


fures, 32 he had made the war more popular. — Who ſaid it 
had ever been unpopular in Ireland? The opinion of its ne- 


ceſſity was much more ſtrongly impreſſed there than here, and 


ſome reaſons were to be aſſigned for it. The Iriſh were 
alarmed, like every other nation, at the cruel and rapacious 


exceſſes of the enemy: They ſuffered no inconvenience from 


the war, but, on the contrary, a progreſſive advantage; for 
the exportation of their corn and proviſions was much in- 


creaſed; and thereby, as their commerce was not impaired _ 


ot by the ag care of the Lords of the Admiralty, not an 
0 e Enemy 5 


not quite ſo, as much at leaſt as the 
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cnemy's cruizer was to be ſeen in the Iriſh Channel), they gain- 
ed an increaſe of revenue allo, WE tt, MN , e 
HFlaving diſcuſſed at ſome length the merits claimed by the 
Noble Earl, on account of having procured ſo large a ſupply, 
and deciſively refuted that aſſertion, both by circumſtances, 
dates, and facts, which aſſigned it to the expectations of the 
Catholics 3 his Lordſhip proceeded to the next queſtion, that 
of the Catholic emancipation, and how far Lord Fitzwilliam 
was authoriſed to inculcate it: A queſtion which, he ſaid, 
_ ought undoubtedly to be ſpoken of with great reſerve, as it 
was a matter of peculiar delicacy, He was aware that many 
were for it, and probably the gentlemen of property might 
not chuſe, or think it prudent, to ſtir in oppoſition to it; but 
no one Gentleman of that deſcription wiſhed it to be agitated. 
His Lordſhip confeſſed he had always conſidered it as impolitic 
and inexpedient, nor could it be brought forward in a ſerious 
manner, except by Government. It had been a queſtion the 
preceding ſummer, who was to rule as Lieutenant ? and that 
queſtion evidently proved, that no fixed opinions had been 
formed upon that ſubject. The Catholics had received con- 
ceſſions, for which they were very grateful ; and except they 
had been urged by others they would not have attempted to 
diſturb the public tranquillity. He ſaid he had reaſon to be- 
lieve that the Noble Earl had not been authoriſed, becauſe he 
had acknowledged that he had been directed to keep it off. 
And ſince his arrival in London, when the matter began to 
be talked of, as if his Majeſty's Cabinet had lent their ſanction 
to the meaſure, Mr. Pitt told him, when he mentioned the 
extent to which report ſaid the meaſure was to be carried, that 
he was miſtaken, for that the Lord Lieutenant had inſtructions 
to keep it off for this ſeſſion. Relative to his own opinion, he 
obſerved, the opinion of an individual Cabinet miniſter was no 
more than the opinion of any other individual; nor could# 
prevail any more than the opinion of a Secretary of State for 
the foreign department could, for a peace with the French 
republic, without his colleagues. How far he had endeavoured 
to keep the queſtion off, was eaſy to be ſeen : The Catholics 
were ſoothed and kindly treated; they were contented witk 
what they had obtained, and did not aſk for more at preſent. 
The diſtinctions the Noble Earl intended to aboliſh de- 
pended on a queſtion; more fit to be diſcuſſed by lawyers than 
their Lordſhips.—Did the Noble Earl ever read the Act of 
Settlement? If he had, he would find, that any Prince in this 
country who acknowledges the ſupremacy of the ſee of Rome, 
and holds communion with the Pope, does, i»/o facto, immedi- 
ately forfeit his inheritance of the Crown. By the proviſions ws 
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or could any thing elſe be expected of Mr. Pitt? © 
Lord Weſtmorland ſpoke in high terms of the ſincerity, 
ſteady attachment, and ſtrict honour of the miniſter 3 and hav- 
ing in the courſe of a long and able argument, treated all 
the important topics brought under diſcuſſion in a manner 
that proved that his Lordſhip had not loſt the opportunity 
his high ſituation in Ireland afforded him of making himfelt 
maſter of all the political concerns, and diſtinct talents 
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the: Act of Supremacy and Uniformity, ſuch an emancipation 


as was propoſed would be conſtrued a reconciliation for hold- 
ing communion with the ſee of Rome. By the Articles of 


Union too, the King is bound to maintain the Proteſtant 


eſtabliſhment, and this is not a time to trifle with the civil or 
ecclchiaſtical eſtabliſhments of our anceſtors.  Letus remember 
the coronation: oath, to preſerve the true profeſſion of the 
goſpel, the Proteſtant reformed. religion, and the rights and 


. privileges of the Biſhops, and then aſk, whether it would be 


wiſe, prudent, or ſafe in the King to forſwear himſelf, and ſo 


violate the acts he ought to ſanctio n. 
James II. adopted a ſimilar policy to that which had been 


lately propoſed, and they had witneſſed the conſequences. 
Why might not ſimilar cauſes produce ſimilar effects? Con- 
fider to what a dilemma the King is put; he muſt either re- 


fuſe the wiſhes of a great part of kis people, break the Acc 
of Settlement, or ſubject his conduct to ſtrange interpret- 


ations. ' . 0 
Proſcription and perſecution, it is ſtated in the printed let- 
ters, have been complained of among the Catholics fince 1793. 


Was that true? Were they not received with equal favour as 
the Proteſtants, and did they not enjoy the ſame impartial 


juſtice and mercy? In regard to their hopes and expectations, 
corollary evidence will fatisfy that no meaſures were offered 


to indulge them. No miniſter could have been ſo indifcreet 
as to ditect a Lord Lieutenant to raiſe either unneceſſarily. 


He had received no ſuch inſtructions, but he was directed to 
ſtate, that the Government which would ſucceed him would 
be a continuance of the King's Adminiſtration, whereby all 


jealouſies and diſtinctions were diſelaimed, and parties put out 


of the queſtion. Could any thing be more fair or honourable, 


and worth of men among the firſt political characters in that 
country for fidelity and knowledge, the Earl concluded, 


with returning his thanks to their Lordſhips for the attention 


they had honoured him with, and declaring that he ſhould 
ive the Noble Duke's motion his decided negative. 2 


Type Karl of Moira replied to the anſwer which had been 
made to his obſervation on the general corruption of * 8 
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| Adminiſtration. Surely, though the Noble Earl had been Lord 
Lieutenant of that kingdom, and had received the ſalary an- 
nexed to the office, it could not occur to him that he was im- 
plicated in the detail of the corruption of the country. With 
regard to Mr. Beresford, the Earl reminded the Noble Marquis 


that he excepted that Gentleman by name from all imputation 


of blame. 


Ear Fitzwilliam began an animated reply, by declaring that 


if he had before conceived that the Catholic queſtion was not 
the genuine cauſe of his recal, he was now convinced of the 
fact, which ſtood confeſſed before their Lordſhips. The Noble 
Earl had returned from Ireland, according to his on account, 
only with the intention to govern it more ſecurely. He had 
declared that he had, even before his return, Mr. Pitt's promiſe 
that his friends ſhould not be removed from their ſituations, 
and he had no ſooner ſet his foot in England, than he had pro- 
cured theſe promiſes to be renewed, and had taken care to em- 
barraſs the new arrangement of the Adminiſtration. To this, 
in ſo many words, did bis own account of his conference with 


miniſters tend. And it certainly was moſt perfectly true, 


that the Noble Earl had taken all the meaſures in his power to 
embarraſs the future Adminiſtration in Ireland; for what other 
purpoſe could the granting à reverſion for two lives of a 
place of 2, 300l. a year to Lord Fitzgibbon ſerve? He had not 
been two days in Ireland before he diſcovered what the Noble 
Earl now owned to be the caſe, before he Was convinced of his 
intention to embarraſs the King's government, and that a very 
perfect ſyſtem had been formed with miniſters at home, for 
accompliſhing that end. That which he had ſenſibly felt in 
Ireland, was now avowed in England, and it ſeemed there 
was no heſitation in acknowledging the courſe which had been 
previouſly arranged. Now, however, that he was returned 
from Ireland, with the favour of the people of that country, 
he ſhould not follow the example that had been ſet him, he. 


ſhould not be a factious interferer derer ere of his ſucceſ- 


for. He ſhould not intrigue either publicly or privately; all 
that he ſhould do was what he felt it tobe his duty to perform 
to ſupport the character of thoſe honourable men with whom 
he had been moſt immediately connected in Ireland: He 
ſhould pay no regard to all the looſe and vague: inſinuations 
thrown out againſt himſelf, ſome: of them borrowed: from his 
own words, and ſome of them taken from the words of others, 
but artfully jumbled together to make them appear all his own- 
For the character of the honourable men with whom he was 
connected, he was bound to ſtand up, and he declared that 
men of more pure honour, diſintereſted ſpirit; and zealous pa- 
Voit, H.,. 4 | triotiſm, 
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_ | triotiſmy there did not exiſt in either courtry. They had con- 
ciliated the affections of the Iriſh people to the Crown — they 
had reſtored harmony to the kingdom they had reconciled all 
the jarring diſcords, and ſrom the north to the ſouth, from the 
eaſt to the weſt, had brought the whole people of Ireland to 
be an undivided family of brothers, and had animated this 
large body with a ſpirit of loyalty co their King, and of affec- 
tion to the ſiſter kingdom, from which exertions for the com- 
mon cauſe had fprang unprecedented in the hiſtory of the na- 
tion. To the efforts of thoſe great and good men he owed all 
the popularity which he enjoyed in the country; and not only 
he, but Ireland itſelf, was equally ſenſible of their virtues, for 
in the many addrefles from e ene and community of 
men in the kingdom with which he had been honoured, and 
which he could ſhew their Lordſhips if it were thought ne- 
ceſſary to prove a fact which no man, he believed, would dif. 
pute, he was thanked for two things; for calling to his Coun- 
cils, and acting by the advice of men whoſe virtues were ſo 
univerſally known and felt, and for the ſyſtem which he had 
adopted. A man more univerſally beloved, and more deſery- 
edly fo than Mr. Grattan, there did not exiſt in Ireland; and 
it was the peculiar fortune of that Gentleman that his unal- 
terable attachment to Engliſh connexion, his unremitting pur- 
ſuit of the happineſs of Ireland, his difintereſted zeal in the 
ſervice of his native land, which he ever combined with ardent 
loyalty to the Sovereign, were exalted and made more conſpi- 
cuouſly uſeful, by the unrivalled talents of lis mind. This 
Hon. Gentleman's ſervices the Noble Earl himfelf muſt ac- 
knowledge, when, at a very arduous moment, he came for- 
ward to the ſupport of Government, and, at the commence- 
ment of the prefent war, by his grand and animating elo- 
quence, had brought over the people to the. approbation of it; 
and certainly the war was not popular in the kingdom until he 
lad made it ſo, whatever the Noble Earl might think on the 
ſubject. The people did not ſee in it a common cauſe, until 
infpired by him, and until he taught them to feel that their 
true and beſt intereſts would always be to ſtand or fall with 
Great Britain. Such was his patriotic argument, ſuch was 
his ſucceſsful eloquence !—* and for having connected my- 
ſelf, ſaid Lord Fitzwilliam, © with this Gentleman, was I diſ- 
miſſed; for it was obviouſly on that account chiefly-that I in- 
cured the hoſtility of the Engliſh miniſter.” + Another Hon. 
Friend, Mr. — had certainly more weight and influ- 
ence, than any other gentleman of family, or perhaps than all 
the other families put together, and his ſervices to Govern- 
ment were truly advantageous. He had been in office; he . | 
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| been diſmifſed from office before now; but he had not come 
fatiouſly over to England to complain of ſuch diſmiſſion, and 
to intrigue againſt the exiſting Government, on account of his 
having loft a place. He did not preſume to think that there 
was any injury in a public ſervant of the Crown being ſent 
back to the maſs of the ſociety from which he had been drawn; 
he did not think that he held that office in fee, and it was an 
abſolute inheritance from which he could not be driven. 
Theſe were the new notions which were reſerved for the pre- 
ſent day, and upon which he had been made the victim of 
| Cabinet intrigue. Since the coalition in July laſt, many in- 
ſtances of diſmiſſion had taken place, though his conduct 
alone in diſmiſſing perſons in whom he had not confidence had 
been arrai . He had incurred much obloquy on this 
ground. e diſmiſſion from office on account of it, with the 
loſs of its authority and patronage, he perfectly knew how to 
_ defpiſe; but he was ſenſible to the attack upon his character. 
A Noble Earl, his friend, (Lord Carliſle,) who did not approve 
of his conduct in this reſpect, but whoſe friendſhip he was 
ſure he poſſeſſed, becauſe he was ſatisfied he had favoured him 
with a Letter on the beſt motives, had kindly, and with a 
candour that did him infinite honour, made known to him all 
the calumnies which were ſpread here againſt his character, 
and made him feel the neceſſity of refuting the inſinuations 
which were ſo induſtriouſly ſpread againſt him. And yet were 
there not many inſtances of alteration in office taking place 
without any inquiry? Had not Admiral Gardner been remov- 
ed from the Admiralty Board, Admiral Aſſleck and Lord 
Hood? And was it not evident that miniſters muſt have the 
power of nominating friends in whom they had intimate per- 
ſonal confidence to the ſituations under them? Without ſuch 
arrangements, buſineſs could not be tranſacted. When a man 
undertakes an office for the duties of Which he is reſponſible, 
it is obvious that his efforts muſt be ſeconded by men who poſ- 
ſeſs his full confidence and through eſteem. Such, ſaid the 
Noble Earl, was my feeling with regard to Mr. Ponſonby. He 
is the man of all Ireland who has done the moſt to keep up 
the connexion between that country and England. His whole 
life has been moſt honoutfably devoted to that ſervice; and, 
therefore, his claims on any Adminiſtration deſirous of pre- 
ſerving the unity of the empire were irreſiſtible. And it was 
not his on merits alone that he had to plead: His father, his 
grandfather, and indeed all his anceſtors, had performed ſuch 
eminent fervices to the Crown, as gave him a diſtinguiſned 1 
claim to Royal favour.” We were not yet ſo perfectij Jaco . ”Ua 
binical, nor were the French doctrines yet fo thoroughly eſta- Tm 
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bliſhed, as to induce us to refuſe to any man the claims of ho- 
nourable/anceitry, The father of Mr. Ponſonby had particu- 


. larly diſtinguiſhed himfelf by diſintereſtedneſs, as well as by 
active ſervice; when he found reafbn to relinquiſn the 


Speaker's chair, and to reſign his other places, he retired with 


no penſion, place, nor reverſion for himſelf; his wife, his ſons, 
and his relations; he retired to his own limited: patrimony, to 
enjoy the conſciouſneſs of rectitude with the bleſſings of his 


country. Another branch of che ſame family, be was accuſed 
of having an intention to bring ſorward, Mr. George Pon- 
ſonby. A man more eminent in liis profeſſion was not to be 


found. He had been ſent for to England to conſult with miniſters 
on the arrangements to be made, and it was fully and perfectly 
underſtood, that his great and uſeſul talents were to be em- 
ployed. With reſpect to the great and material queſtion in 


this diſcuſſion, it had been ſtated by the Noble Earl, that as 


far as he could preſume to know, I was bound to carry on the 


ſyſtem which had been acted upon with the aſſiſtance of the 
old friends of the Adminiſtration, and that they were not to 
be diſmiſſed.—“ To this I anſwer, ſaid Lord Fitzwilliam, 
that the direct reverſe was the fact. I went out expreſsly 
authoriſed to complete the meafure of 1793; that meaſure 
originated in England, and when the coalition took place in 
July laſt, every Catholic body in Ireland naturally looked to 
the completion of a. ſyſtem. by the men who had begun it, 
Which would accompliſu what they called their emancipatior. 
Surely a Noble Duke who made an eſſential figure in that 


coalition, could not entertain the idea of carrying on the af - 
fairs of Ireland on the, ſyſtem which had prevailed; and what- 


ever the Noble Earl (Weſtmoreland). might think of the 


merits of his adminiſtration, it was not thought ſo well of, 


nor regarded as eitber goott or fit to be perſevered in by that 
Noble Duke or his friends. The preſumption therefore is, 
that the old ſyſtem was not to be purſued; and the fact is allo 


ſo, But, ſays the Noble Earl, has the King without violation 


af his coronation oath the power to grant emancipation to 
the Catholics? Did he not give his royal aſſent to the Act of 


1793, which reſtored them to their rights? And couldd it at 


this day be a queſtion, whether the diſcipline of the church, 
tranſubſtantiation, the form of - kneeling, or ſitting, or ſtand- 


ing to take the Lord's Supper, could endanger the ſafety of 


the ſtate? No No theſe alarms were gone by, and it was 


at this day felt that there could be no danger to the ſtate but 
from, political doctrines. In faCt, the religious teſts in former 


dlays, were only required as evidences of political creeds, and 


now that the ogeaſion Which gave then birth was paſt, they 
RB .: 5% 5 og OT 
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ought to diſappear, together with all the injurious diſtinctions 
to which they gave birth, to make room for the tranquillity of 
equal rights. When I undertook the arduous ftation of Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, faid Lord Fitzwilliam, let it be remem- 


bered that it was in the hour of danger. The common ene- 


my, with an activity which had ſurpaſſed the common march 


of war, had added provinces after provinces to their domi- 


nion. I had ſcarcely ſet my foot on the Iriſh ſhore, when, not 
a province only, but # whole ſtate, the moſt important ſtate" m 
Europe as an ally of England, had been added to the empire 


of the enemy; nor even was this all. I had ſcarcely landed 


on the eaſtern coaſt of Ireland, when news was brought me 
that the weſtern coaſt of the kingdom was threatened by 36 
line of battle ſhips of the enemy, and that the whole king- 

dom lay at their mercy, there being no army in it, if they 
choſe to make a deſcent, This ſtate of peril did not laſt only 
for a day; or a week it continued for a whole month, pre- 


ſenting to Ireland, and to all the world, the French the un- 


diſputed maſters of the ſea; even ſo recently after the glorious 


victoryiof the iſt of June. Such was the ſtate of Ireland on 


my arrival, when I applied to the firſt men in the kingdom, 


through them to arouſe the whole energy of the nation, to 


inſpire them with one common ſentiment of love to their 
King, and to unite them in one uniform refolution of defend- 
ing their country. Ltouched the ſtring, and it breathed har- 
mon; it was not a doctrine of differences, but an animation 
to reſiſt and repel the enemy, if the French had dared at- 
tempt a landing; that enemy that came armed with fire and 
ſword, and with principles ſtill more poiſonous and more de- 
ſtructive than either. If, in ſuch a moment, my hands had 


been tied, and I could not call forth the beſt: abilities of 


the nation, in order to arouſe and incorporate the whole, eould 
I have hoped for ſucceſs; and, with common. difcretion for 
my guide, is it likely that I would have attempted it? I had 
the power I exerted-it—and I have the thanks of every part 
of the kingdom. Addreſſes came to me from all quarters full of 

the moſt grateful thanks, addreſſes in ſuch profuſion that I could 
pour them in upon your Lordſhips table in ſhoals, if it were 


neceſſary. Have I the regret of the nation on being arreſted 


in my career? Go to St. James's, and you will- find that 1 
brought with me the regret of the people of Ireland. But 1 


am recalled; and I am told that no blame is thrown upon me. 
They ſay that there may be no blame on the oneſſide, and no 
error on the other, yet you all know what inſidious paing have 


been uſed to ſtigmatize my character. It is to diſcover the 
truth that I ſupport: the motion of the Noble Duke. It will 
bring the whole matter before your Lordſhips, and enable you 
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than your impartial deciſion” 
Tord Grenville began with obſerving; that much had been 


aid in the courſe of the debate to which, for obvious reaſons, 


: | 
: | he ſhould decline making any reply. He! ſhould not in any 

4h meaſure whatever enter into a diſcuſſion of the merits of the 
Noble Earl's adminiſtration, nor into the circumſtances which 
1 induced his recal. He ſhould conſine himſelf ſimply to the 


queſtion, whether the Houſe ought in policy or juſtice to go 
into the propoſed inquiry? It had been ſtated, as a ground to 
zuſtify this meaſure, that the Noble Earl had been recalled from 
Ireland, under circumſtances fo peculiar, that his removal 
8 either implied miſconduct in him, or guilt in thoſe who re- 
| called him.—For his own. part, he was not aware that guilt 
was to be attributed to any quarter. It was the undoubted 
prerogative of the Crown to diſmiſs its miniſters, whatever 
might be their character, and however high theit ſituation, 
without publicly aſſigning the reaſons. With regard to jar 
right of Parliament to inſtitute inquiries into the cauſes of 
the recal or diſmiſhon of- miniſters, he was far ſrom denying 
19 | itz but it was, as a Noble Earl had ſaid, a right that ought to 
| { be exerciſed with a ſound diſcretion : There might be caſes in 
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Which their Lordſhips would think it their duty to call for the 
confidential communications between different branches of 
Adminiſtration; but ſuch caſes rarely occurred, and when they 
did occur, their Lordſhips would diſcuſs the buſineſs with the 
5 whole of the information before them. The Houſe had not 

Þ | 2 called ſor any ſuch inquiry, and it was not for miniſters, 

43 efore the information was called for by the Houſe, to diſcloſe 
l, what, by their duty and by their oaths, they were bound to 
| keep ſecret. By this rule he ſhould: be guided, notwithſtand- 

4 ing any inducement to the contrary; notwuhſtanding the 

1 ſtrong mducement held out by a Noble Duke (Leeds), that 
} the refuſal of miniſters to go into the inquiry muſt be follow- 
ed by the concluſion that they were to blame, and notwith- 
ſtanding the Noble Duke had ventured to aſſert that a material 
| of the correſpondence moved for might be produced with 

rfect ſaſety, and that the Houſe would go to no further e- 
ent in the inveſtigation than ſound diſcretion warranted. When 
the Noble Duke was a Member of the Cabinet, he did not 

8 ſo conduct himſelf.. He then felt the propriety of ſuffering 

1 charges to paſs unanſwered, when he knew that a ſingle word, 

4 hut that word of a. nature not fit to be diſcloſed, would have 

eleared him. For his own part, he had often done this; and 

he did not believe the inference of guilt 9 8 

27 | Ot, | that 
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chat if a miniſter refuſed to give all the information required to 
anſwer a particular accuſation, his accufer might ſay, Haber 


enough to bear thoſe general invectives; and however painful 
it might be, he ſhould recollect that his duty to his Sovereign, 


his regard to his own fame and honour, and to his oath to keep 


ſecret council, forbade a diſcloſure of the councils of ſtate. 
The moſt material part of the queſtion before their Lordfhips 
was the fitneſs of going into the diſcuſſion” at all, and before 
deciding upon that they were called upon to diſcuſs it upon 
furmifes. He would therefore diſmiſs from his conſideration 
all verbal declarations, all pamphlets and publications of let- 
ters, authenticated or unauthenticated, and reſtrict himſelf to 


what he conceived to be the only ground upon which the de- 


ciſion of the Houſe ought to turn. With reſpect to the in- 
ſinuation that the blame might be imputable to his Noble 


Friend (Puke of Portland), in whoſe department the corre- 


ſpondence with Ireland lay, he would ſay, in the firſt place, 
that no blame was imputable to any of his Majeſty's miniſters; 


and, in the next, that blame, if any there were, was not more 


imputable to his Noble Friend than to himſelf or any other con- 
fidential ſervant of the Crown; miniſters were all equally re- 
ſponſible for the advice they gave the Crown, and for the mea- 
fas of Government; there was, conſticutionally, no ſuch thing 
in this country as Government by departments, every Member o 


the Cabinet being equally reſponſible for every meaſure of the 


Cabinet. The terms upon which men who had before differ- 
ed in political opinion had agreed to act together, were 
ſuch as the ſituation of the country rendered neceſſary with 
honour to themſelves, and advantage to the general intereſts of 
the empire; and althougli the ſucceſs of that junction had 
not been entirely anſwerable to his wiſhes, it was a conſo- 
lation to him that it had been ſo great as the country much to 
its benefit, had actually experienced, independent of the ſatiſ- 
faction he felt from the opportunity of acquaintance with the 


character and virtues of men which otherwiſe he ſhould not 


have had means of knowing ſo well. He had looked anxioufy 
for the proper grounds of ſuch a motion in the ſpeech of the 


Noble Mover, and found only a hiſtory of what the Noble” 


Duke conceived to be the conduct of ' Adminiſtration ſince the 


American war, which however accurate, however able, ha 


certainly little or no relation to the Noble ' Duke's motion. 


Did the ſituation of a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland differ in any 


reſpe& from that of any other miniſter of the Crown, wh 
V Ls might 


175 


 confitentem reum, was ever conſidered as a ſerious argument 
by any man acquainted with public buſineſs. Every man who 
was placed in a public ſituation ought to have amen 
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might be removed at pleaſure? His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſcarcely 


knew how to argue the queſtion, not from any want of argu- 


ment reſpecting it, but his embarraſſment» proceeded | only 
from not knowing what it was he had to combat. If the 
Noble Earl (Fitzwilliam) complained. of his recal from the 


Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland, he would anſwer by reminding 


the Noble Earl of the ſervants of the Crown he had himſelf 
removed from office in Ireland. Were miniſterial places held 


for life, or during good behaviour? He had been thirteen years 


in Parliament, and ſeen the removal of eight Lord Lieutenants 
without a ſingle complaint to Parliament upon the ſubject. It 


was ſaid to be extraordinary that a Lord Lieutenant ſhould be 


removed during a ſeſſion of Parliament, and yet three or four 


of thoſe he had mentioned had been ſo removed. The Duke 


of Portland and the Earl of Carliſle, were two of them. 
This had been the- practice amid all the parties and factions 
by which. this country had been agitated; and to adopt a new 
courſe would be not to ſupport, but to change the conſtitution, 
Nothing could be more dangerous than ſuch a change; for it 
was not puſhing the principle too far to fay that if either Houſe 


of Parliament were to inquire into the cauſes of diſmiſſing 


miniſters, the next ſtep muſt be inquiring whether or not. 
their ſucceſſors were well choſen, and adviſing as to their ap- 
pointment, by which means the legiſlative branch of the con- 
ſtitution would aſſume the functions of the Executive Govern- 
ment. They would in that caſe eſtabliſh a Committee of 


- 


Public Safety, or ſomething worſe. Their Lordſhips were 


not ſitting in a conſtituent aſſembly to new model the form of 


government. The abſurdities attending tbis ſyſtem were too 
obvious to require illuſtration; it might happen that the Houſe 
of Lords might decide in favour of one man, the Houſe of 


Commons of another, and that the King might appoint a third. 


Much hag been ſaid about the removal of certain Gentlemen 


from offices in Ireland: He would not ſay one word about the 
propriety or impropriety of-. theſg- removals; he lamented 


the levity and indelicacy with which the names of diſtinguiſh- 


end perſons in Ireland, had that day been brought forwards 
but he would, as theſe Gentlemens characters had been 


alluded to, merely ſay, that he had every reaſon to believe that 


they were extremely honourable in their private, as well as able 
and upright in their political characters. He admitted that mi- 
niſters were reſponſible. for the advice they gave to the Crown, 
but before they were called.to.the account, ſtrong and ſub- 


ſtantive ground mult be laid for it. The Houſe, it was ſaid, 


mult proceed with diſcretion; but to call for the corre- 
ſpondence firſt, and then conſider what uſe. they ne a 


Wk 


cumſtances it would be highly improper to debate that mea- 
ſure in the Parliament of this country. It was a point of the 
utmoſt delicacy, and one that peculiarly belonged to the. 


ſideration of the Irifh Legiſlature. The Parkament o eland 


had been, he would not ſay made, but had been recognized 
de would alk. 


as independent by the Britiſh Legiſlature; an | 
their Lordſhips how an independent Par-«Mment of Ireland 
maſt feel, on hearing that a ſubject, wich, above all others, 
related to the internal ſituation of zeeland, was diſcuſſed in 


another Legiſlature: Before tþ-X Lordſhips would go into 
ſuch an inveſtigation, he w-s {ure they would conſider what 


the probable conſequen<cs might be. : | L ri 
His ].ordſhip entarged on the delicacy and danger of dif- 
culing the Catholic queſtion in that Houſe, upon which the 
independent Legiſlature of Ireland might already have come 
to a deciſion. On whatever fide that deciſion might be, what 
would be the conſequence, if their Lordſhips deciſion ſhould 


happen to be different? Was it fit to hold out to the people of 


Ireland, “ Your own Parliament are opprefiors and taſk- 
maſters; to. the Parliament of England you muſt look for 


redreſs ?*” Or was it right on the other hand, if the Engliſh 


Parliament gave an opinion on the claims of the Catholics, 
not their emancipation, for that was an improper, becauſe an 
inapplicable phraſe, that was unfavourable z and the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland were for them, to render the Enghſh Legiſla- 
ture odious in the eyes of the Iriſh people? He had admit- 


ted his own reſponſibility reſpecting the recal of the Noble 
Earl z but were his conduct as a Member of the Cabinet to 


be judged, on'that account he would claim to be Judged, not 
upon looſe letters and ſurmiſes, not upon a part, but upon 
the whole of the correſpondence ;z and it was for their Lord- 
oy to ſay, whether or not they would call for that cor- 
re 


ondence under the circumſtances and at the hazard he 


had ſtated. | | 


De Duke of Leeds in explanation ſaid, their Lordſhips would 
recolle& than when he had the honour of peg a Re of 


the Cabinet, he had ſometimes ſubmitted to the charge of ſalles 
ſilence rather than defend himſelf by diſcloſing what was ho 
fit to be diſcloſed. He agreed with the Noble Secretary o 
State, that to the moſt galling invective, a miniſter mindful 
Vol. III. FE A2 ee NT TT 
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of it, was not to proceed with diſcretion. But the grand 
point upon which the arguments in favour of the motion 
were grounded, was the Catholic queſtion. He had before 
{tated to the Houſe, that he would not enter into a diſcuſſion 
of the expediency of that meaſure; but he would ſabmit to 
their Lordſhips his reaſons for thinking that under any cir- 
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: of his duty ought to oppoſe the moſt rigid reſerve and ſecrecy ; 


but he muſt nevertheleſs {till inſiſt that the motion before 


their Lordſhips might be complied with without any indi- 


cretion or danger. | ; ik ELIE VE gn Th Foes 3 $4 ERS th 7s FE 
© The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, he. had, not queſtioned the pre- 


; e # r a „ 
rogative of the Crown to remove miniſters, at pleaſure; nor 


wy 


did he mean to enter into the merits. or, demerits of the per- 


fans whom the Noble Earl had thought it neceſſary to remove | 
Ireland. He contended that a large (uppYY: had been ob- 


tafu g from the people of Ireland by deception, and the ob- 
ot eis motion was to aſcertain with whom the deception 

. TheEerle r auderdale began a ſpeech full of matter on a great 

variety of political -wics ſingularly combined, with expreſling 


his ſurpriſe at the oppœgtion to an inquiry which the character 


of his Noble Friend (Earl zitzwilliam), the character of Admi- | 
niſtration, and the public inter, equally demanded. The Pub- 


lic had an intereſt in the characters gf ſuch men as his Noble 


Friend, which they would not ſuffer «» be muttered away. 
When he heard the predeceſſor of his Noble Friend in Ireland 


(the Earl of Weſtmorland) beſpattering him with accufa- 
| tions, he thought the inquiry could not be refuſed. That 
Noble Lord had afforded a tolerable ſample of the neceſſity 


for State ſecrecy on this occaſion, becauſe, however much his 


Majeſty's miniſters were to be commended for their delicate 


reſetye and ſullen ſilence, the Noble Earl had not felt himſelf 
much bound by the ſame reſtraint, as he certainly had not been 


quite ſo ſecret with reſpect to Iriſh affairs, as the Secretary 
of State. He fold their Lordſhips that a bargain had been 


made for Lord Fitzgibbon, and that Mr. Pitt told him that 


no bargain had been made for Mr, Beresford, or any of the 
_ reſt. Here then was high authority that that part of the ac- 
cCuſation againſt his Noble Friend of | 
he had agreed not to remove, was unfounded, unleſs their 


removing perſons whom 


Lordſhips, from their knowledge of Mr. Pitt, ſhould. be of 
opinion that what he ſaid ought to go for nothing. The 
Noble Lord (Weſtmorland) had denied the corruption of the 


government of Ireland, and at the ſame moment claimed 
the merit of giving away a reverſion of, 2, 300l. in purſuance 


of that very ſyſtem which he ſaid did not exiſt, It was 


' whimſical to ſee the race for praiſe on the ſcore of corruption 
that one Lord Lieutenant ſeemed anxious to run againſt ano- 


ther, and that ſort of conteſt was not only novel to their 
Lordſhips, but gave a pretty tolerable inſight into the practice 


: * 


of the government of Ireland. 


The 


e .  WOODFALLS PARLIAMENTARY REP. 
The Noble Lord was equally inconſiſtent, when he argued, 
that the diſmiſſal of Mr. Beresford, Mr. Toler, Mr. Wolfe, 


Mr. Hamilton; and Mr. Cooke, from office in Ireland, was a 


diſgrace, for which there could be no adequate compenſation, 


but that the removal of the Lord Lieutenant afforded no rea- 


ſonable ground of complaint. He ought to be a little more 
careful not ſo publicly to. blow hot and cold with the ſame 
breath. But at any rate, if the ſecond of theſe Gentlemen 
had an independent fortune, it was of no great injury to him 
to loſe his place. Thoſe who knew the character of Earl 
Fitzwilliam, the integrity and candour of his life, and the 
_ proofs he had given of the ſincerity of his junction with Ad- 
miniſtration, his Lordſhip ſaid, could entertain no doubt of 
his earneſt wiſh to co-operate by every means conſiſtent with 
his honour, in ſupport of that ſyſtem which his opinion of 
the intereſt of his country had induced him to adopt, and 
which he had lamented as an erroneous opinion at the time 
that it took place, becauſe he deemed it an unfortunate opi- 
nion for the country. The Noble Lord (Weſtmorland) aſk- 
ed, if any man would fay that Mr. Pitt was capable of aban- 
doning thoſe by whom he had been ſupported ? He was the 
man who would ſay ſo. Was there now in the Cabinet an 


independent man, of thoſe by whom Mr. Pitt had been ori- 


ginally ſupported ? Had he not abandoned and got rid of 


them one after another, on different pretexts, till he had. 


found coadjutors of his own rearing, or entirely to his own 
liking ? Had they not all heard that certain Boards were con- 


ſidered by miniſters as excellent ſeminaries for ſtateſmen? and 
was not the young politician, who had boldly ſoared from 


Indoſtan to Europe, and recommended a ſudden march to 
Paris, immediately previous to the diſaſtrous turn of the 


war, placed at one of thoſe Boards? though to what objeck 
of political life that aſpiring politician was to apply his ta- 


lents, ſeemed to be a matter of ſome doubt, as he had lately 
changed his ſtudies, and from an arduous attention to the 
map of India, and to the Britiſh intereſts in that quarter of 


the globe, he was of a ſudden become a great military officer. 


Thus armed at all points tam marti quam mercurio, he would 
come out of the hot-bed of his various readmg, equally 
qualified for the Cabinet or the field. But if Mr. Pitt had 


never abandoned his friends and connexions, where were 
they to look for the Noble Marquis “, formerly at the head 


of the Council Board? Where ſor another Noble Marquis +, 
formerly in the Cabinet? Where for the Noble Duke + with 


Marquis of Stafford. Marquis of Lanſdown, I Duke of Leeds. | 


—— * 2 wht "ov 
3 


— n — Da. * 
4 * # 
N 1 pk <5 o wy . 225 
F 0 
Ni n n 8 2 me 85 5 

ly 4 F Wie 41 12a 154 — . rs I, ob pb N i 

— h — FL. 4} >. Wee; 744 = N rs Pte a $5444 4" >) prragpr pealty ww 4. » or 
r r e Mix N os er ou LN 
x . r 8 3 PSs; NG —— r 2 

0 * + A. ? K = . 8 8 — R * 4 . 3 
"Wag i * 3 N. S - FAR So rok * 1 D y 


uo be 
C 
— P n 4 
ann 5 2 
— 5 „ 
e 30 


+ 
q 
; 

5 * vw 
44 
Js 
E 


25 —_— FRI ” l 1 mY N 
— — — r — — alan Sa — — 8 — 2 o _ — * — * - — 
— 8 A rr n reren 


Earl Fitzwilliam. 


he did not chuſe to ſay directly 


110 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ITorpa 
the blue ribband, who with ſuch independence and dignity 
held the ſeals no longer than he could hold them with ho- 
nour? Where for the other Noble Duke * in the blue rib. 
band, ſo long at the- head of the Ordnance ? And laſtly, 
where was the Noble and Learned Lord + who had for {6 

many years fat upon the woolſack, and on whoſe manly 
ro and ſtern integrity the country repoſed ſuch entire con- 

CE: oe os SLIP n 
Had Mr. Pitt ſhewn himſelf more ſteady to principles than 

he had been to perſons? One of his earlieſt principles had 
been to reprobate coalitions, and yet they had lately ſeen him 
courting them with the utmoſt eagerneſs, though he appeared 
ready to ſhift his principles in this reſpect again, as he had 
already diſgraced one of thoie he lately coaleſced with. In a 


| ſpeech upon that ſubject, he aſked, „ if it could be ſuppoſed 


that he would change his principles as eaſily as he could 
change his gloves?” And yet any Lady muſt have had an 
allowance for pin-money, beyond the power of the richeſt 


contractor to grant, who could, without exhauſting it, have 
ſtood the expence of changing her gloves, if ſhe had changed 


them half as often as Mr, Pitt had changed his principles, 
It was not long ſince he claimed a great deal of merit from 


getting rid of Minorca, becauſe it was a diſadvantage to the 
country to have a port in the Mediterranean, and now the 


value of Corſica is appreciated beyond all bounds, becauſe a 
port in the Mediterranean is ineſtimable. His Lordſhip in- 


ſtanced more of theſe changes, from which he inferred, that if 


Mr. Pitt was for the Catholic emancipation when Earl Fitz- 


william went to Ireland, it was natural to expect that he would 


change his opinion, becauſe to be true to any one political prin- 


_ ciple would be utterly inconſiſtent with the uniform tenor of his 


conduct. As their Lordſhips were denied proofs, they muſt, 


from the characters of the two men, preſume that the de- 


arture from previous agreement lay with Mr. Pitt, not with 


He adverted to Lord Carlifle's Letter to Earl Fitzwilliam, 


written, he ſaid, in. a ſpirit of friendſhip, which he did not 


well underftand. He would be flow to ſuſpect a friend of 


miſconduct ; but if he were ſatisfied his friend had acted 
wrong, he would frankly tell him ſo. The ſtyle of the letter 
of the Noble Earl, on the contrary, was that of diſclaiming 
e of Amputing blame; but e conveying 


it in almoſt every ſentence, and gently inſinuating that which 


_* Doke of Richmond. - + Lord Thurlow. 
| 5 Willing 


Willing to wound, and yet afraid to ſtrike, , 
I Juſt hints a fault and beſitates diſlike. eee 
The Noble Lord (Carlifle) wondered that his Noble Friend 
ſhould think that his recal implied any charge againſt his 
conduct, and yet the Noble Lord himſelf had confidered re- 
cal from the ſame ſituation by a miniftry to which he was 
| hoſtile (the Marquis of Rockingham's), although he had actu- 


ally ſent over a letter of reſignation previous to receiving the 


letters of recal, an injury unprecedented, and declared that 


he would not communicate upon the affairs of Ireland with 


that miniſtry 3 and another Noble Lord in his eye (Lord 
Auckland) had alſo written a letter to a Noble Marquis (Mar- 
quis of Lanſdown) complaining of the treatment the Noble Earl 
and himſelf had experienced. Lord Lauderdale ſaid, he would 
not intrude on their Lordſhips by reading the whole of this let- 


ter, a copy of which he had taken and then held in his hand, 


but would barely ſtate a paſſage or two, which he did accord- 
ingly. The Noble Earl's conduct reminded him of an anec- 
dote of the late Mr. Lee, who being preſſed by a friend to go 

to the opera to fee a celebrated French dancer (Monſieur 
Veſtris), and being aſked his opinion, — to diſpleaſe, 


returned for anſwer, that all the performers had done eo | 


well.“ So ſince the miniſtry had humoured the Noble Ear 


who was tired with bearing about the inſignia of that offen- 


ſive motto, Nemo me impune laceſſit, and allowed him to throw 
it afide for the gentler ſentiment of On y ſoit qui mal y penſe, 
ſince they had 1 the Noble Lord's ribband from green 
to blue, whatever political ballet they might get up, they 
might be ſure of the Noble Lord's approbation of all the per- 


formers, and that he would not riſk diſpleaſing any, by ſaying | 


that one perfomed better than another. 


With regard to the impropriety and offence that the inde- 


pendent Legiflature of Ireland might take at an Engliſh Houſe 


of Parliament diſcuſſing the * of the Catholic Bill; he 
were not called upon to 


5 reminded their Lordſhips, that 
diſcuſs that queſtion; but to inquire who had been the author 
of the impoſition reſpecting it, practiſed upon Ireland, and 


ſurely. they were competent to do that without offence to 
Ireland. He compared the corruptions of the Government 


in Ireland, with the corruptions of the Government here, 
which, as the Noble Ear} (Lord Weſtmorland) had truly 
bur ſtrangely ſaid, were equally bad with thoſe practiſed in 
| 1 and look to the Beresfords 
at home. | | 3 | 

The Marquis Townſhend ſaid, it was highly improper to 
ſelect the name of a reſpeRble family, and apply it in fo 


odious 
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odious a manner. If any charge was brought againſt Mr. 
- Beresford, he deſired nothing more earneſtly than an oppor- 
tunity of meeting it. SHI Dit HIT L 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he meant not to arraign- indi. 
viduals, but the ſyitem, which he proceeded to do in very 
pointed terms; and after a variety of very ſtrong argument, 
much of it perſonal, paſſed a warm and animated eulogium 
on Earl Fitzwilliam's adminiſtration in Ireland, and the cha- 
racters of thoſe by whom it had been ſupported, particu- 
larly of Mr. Grattan. With regard to the Noble Ear], he 
ſaid, he had among others thought he did injury to the pub- 
lic cauſe by connecting himſelf! with miniſters laſt year; he 
would, nevertheleſs, do him the juſtice to ſay, he believed 
he acted in that particular on the pureſt motives; and in 
regard to the recent attempt of miniſters and their agents 
to calumniate and diſgrace him, every feature of his cha- 
racter gave the lie to any inſinuation reſpecting him, that 
was not conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt integrity and the niceſt 
honour. His Lordſhip at length concluded 4 very long 
and able ſpeech, with obſerving, that whether the motion 
were ſucceſsful or not, the reſult muſt be, that the con- 
duct of the Noble Earl, by whom miniſters had dealt fo 
unhandſomely, would ſtand unſullied in the eyes of the Pub- 
lic, ſupported by the unanimous teſtimony of the Iriſh na- 
tion. i n On wa eee eee 
. The Earl of Carliſie ſaid, he did not at that late hour mean 
to detain their Lordſhips by going into a diſcuſſion of a ſub- 
ject, upon which, he thought, too much had been ſaid e 
hut he felt it neceſſary to ſay a word or two reſpecting the 
Noble Earls remarks. As the Noble Earl had prepared him- 
ſelf to run a muck at the firſt characters in this and the neigh- 
bouring kingdom, as well as thoſe whom he thought proper to 
repreſent as men of no character, he was not ſurpriſed at his 
condeſcending to run at ſo inſignificant an individual as himſelf. 
And the appearance which the Noble Lord thought proper to 
make, was of a piece with the coarſenefs of his attack, hav- 
ing that emblem in his hand, which was the peculiar accom- 
paniment of a convict; in the cart, in his way to Tyburn“ . 
He owned he was no match for the Noble Lord at his own 
weapons; he did not come down to the Houſe with his 
pockets ſtuffed with pamphlets, with Mer Woodfall's Reports 
in one hand, and his own common place book in the other. 
I be purpoſe, however, for which! he roſe was, to vindicate 


Lord Lauderdale, during the latter part of his ſpeech, held an 
lange in his hand, with which he repeatedly ancillened his mout. 
5 „ ” _ himſelf. 


himſelf from the charge of having inſinuated blame againſt 
his Noble Friend, in the letter which he did himſelf. the ho- 
mour to write to him when in Dublin. That letter, his Lord- 
hip ſaid, was written on the impulſe of the moſt ſincere 
friendſhip, from an anxious regard to the Noble Earl's ho- 
nour, and wich no view to inſinuate blame, or make what 
has ſince happened inevitable; on the contrary, his aim was 


to render it agreeable to the Noble Earl not to quit his ſtation. 


With regard to the Letter that he had recently publiſhed, his 


Lordſhip ſaid, he had hoped the dulneſs of it would have 


ſaved it from animadverſion; his ſole object in writing it was, 
to ſtate how unpleaſant it was to his feelings to be made un- 
_ willingly the vehicle of inveCtive againſt perſons of high cha- 
racter and ſituation, for whom he entertained the utmoſt re- 
ſpect, and with whom he had the good fortune and happineſs 
to live in habits of intimacy. . 1 Wh 1 
In reply to what Lord Lauderdale had ſaid reſpecting his 
conduct previous to his coming from the caſtle of Dublin, 
and the letter alluded to, his Lordſhip ſaid, the Noble Earl had 
totally miſtaken the fact; that letter was written, not on ac- 
count of the reaſon ſtated by the Noble Earl, but merely in 
relation to an appointment of a Noble Duke to the Lord Lieu- 
tenancy of a county, which rendered it incompatible ſor him 
to hold the viceroyſhip of Ireland any longer. ; | 
As to what the Noble Earl had ſaid this day, as well as the 
Noble Duke who made the motion, that blame was imputable 
ſomewhere;z.. and that miniſters, by their declarations, that 
whenever diſcuſſion came they would not be found to blame, 


had laid a charge at the door of the Noble Earl; he really 
never had conceived that any charge had been made anl. | 


him, nor did he think that any ſuch charge had yet been 
made. Without a charge, inquiry would be idle; and there- 
fore he ſhould certainly vote againſt the motion. po: 
Te Earl of Lauderdale made a ſhort reply, in which he ſaid, 
that the Noble Lord might ſcatter his wit as much as he 

pleaſed ; but no application of it, which he might chuſe to 


make to what he ſaid, ſhould . prevent him from ſtating his 


mind freely on a public topic diſcuſſed in that Houſe : And as 
to whether he ſpoke from his common-place book, or from 
any thing elſe, he was glad to get information where he could 
find it. His Lordſhip again alluded to what had paſſed rela- 
tive to the Eail of Carliſle's recal from Ireland, and the letter 
written to a Noble Friend of his by another Noble Lord then 
Secretary to the Noble Earl as Lieutenant. 1 | 
Tord Hawkeſbury, principally roſe to ſay a word or two in 


reſpect to the alluſion made by the Noble Earl (Lauderdale), 
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famed, meant his ſon, when he mentioned a young Mem 
who was bringing up at the India Board, and had lately turned 
his attention to the ſtudy of military tactics. His Many had 


been graciouſly pleaſed to appoint his ſon a Commiſſioner of 


the Board of Controul; a circumſtance neither diſcreditable 


to him, nor a fair ground of Parliamentary animadverſion, 


Since the war began, his ſon had offered and obtained leave 
to raiſe a regiment, as other gentlemen had done; and he ſaw 
nothing in his ſo doing that was improper. With regard to what 
the Noble Earl ſeemed to think ſo abſurd as to merit the height 


of ridicule, viz. his ſuggeſtion in the Houſe of Commons, at 


a certain period of the prefent war, that it might be adviſeable 
in the allies to march directly to Paris; if Noble Lords con- 
ſidered that the idea was taken from a well-known hiſtorical! 


fact, viz. that in one of the various wars in which France had 
been engaged, a General, at the head of an army, not equal 


to more than a third in number of the army of the Duke of 
Brunſwick at the time the alluſion was made, did actually 
march from Flanders up to Paris, and took it; the idea ſurely 
would not be thought quite ſo extravagant as it had been ſup- 
poſed to be. With regard to his ſon's reading on a variety of 
topics, he really faw no great fault in that; the more he en- 


deavoured to extend his eee = and add to his general 


Mock of ſcience and information, the more laudably he ſhould 
think he ated. With reſpeCt to the queſtion, he would not 
at that late hour enter into the diſcuſſion of a ſubject, which 


He thought had already been diſcuſſed very ſufficiently, 7 0 


cially by his Noble Friend the Secretary of State, who had 
conſidered it in every point of view in which it could well be 
placed, in one of the moſt able, maſterly, and conſtitutional 


ſpeeches that he had ever heard; he would therefore content 
himſelf with declaring, that he ſhould vote againſt the motion, 
no charge having been made againſt the Noble Earl, and con- 


ſequently there exiſting no ground for inquiry. 


The Earl of Lauderdale defired the Noble Lord to reſt 
aſſured, that what he had ſaid of his near relation, was merely 
in alluſion to matters of notoriety, and fit ſubjects of political 
alluſion in debate; as a private individual, he knew not a 
gentleman, in the wide circle of his acquaintance, of more 


amiable manners, or who was better entitled to his reſpect and 
eſteem. - I LS I | = 5 
The Marquis of Buckingham ſaid, it was ſome years ſince 


he had been in the habit of addreſſing their Lordſhips on 
public ſubjects; and he roſe rather to declare that he had 


formed an opinion on the ſubject of what had paſſed relative 


_ wobbFALUs PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. floss. 
to a near and dear relation of his. The Noble Lord, he 4 
: 


22 1 wt wi Sad oh os. Wen — 


nance to an inquiry, not only wrong in itſelf, but which 


muſt have induced conſequences dangerous to all govern- 


ments. He lamented the proneneſs that Noble Lords in- 


dulged themſelves in, with regacd to the introduction of the 
names of individuals in debate, on whoſe conduct and cha- 
racters they deſcanted with a degree of freedom and difregard 
of reſerve, that betrayed a wanton tevity, bordering upon 
illiberality; Surely, if Noble Lords would give themſelves 
time to refle&t on ſuch conduct, and conſider, that thoſe at 


whom their random ſhafts were thrown were abſent and un- 


able to defend themſelves, they would not feel it to be either 
manly or honourable. The Marquis ſaid, he had been led 


into tis obſervation, from having been that night a painful 
witneſs of the manner in which Mr. Beresford, whoſe name 
kad been ſo unneceſſarily mentioned, had been treated. When 
he went to Ireland ſome years ſince, and had the honour to 
repreſent his Majeſty as Viceroy of that kingdom, he had no 
knowledge of Mr. Beresford : He found him there a ſervant 
of the Crown—and a more able ſervant, a more intelligent 
man, or a man who underſtood and cultivated the intereſts of 
Ireland with more zeal, ardour, and induſtry, was not to be 
pointed out in any office in his Majeſty's dominiohs. He had 


experienced and profited by the labours of Mr. Beresford. and 


through his means had been enabled conſiderably to improve 


and increaſe the public revenue of that kingdom. As Mr. 
Beresford was a man of high honour and correct conduct in 
public, ſo was he amiable, friendly, and ſincere in private life. 


Having felt the advantage of his-public ſervices, and enjoyed 
the pleaſures of his private ſociety, he ſhould hold himſelf the 
meanelt of mankind, if he did not take that opportunity of 
making that public acknowledgment in favour of his character, 
which was entitled to reſpect from men of all deſeriptions. 
Of Mr, Hamilton alſo, a very old and faithful ſervant of the 
Crown, he could with equal juſtice ſpeak highly : Experienced 


in office, accommodating in his manners, no man afforded 


more general ſatis faction to thoſe who had occafion to tranſact 
buſineſs with him; acute, able, and diſcerning, he 'proved a 


moſt valuable aſſiſtant to Government in his public capacity; 


and the happy manner in which he conciliated and captivated 
You. III. 1-2-4 b N e e 
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to the recal of the Noble Earl, than to ſtate the grounds of 

that opinion. With regard to the preſent motion, he ſhould 

certainly vote againſt it; it was not only novel in its na- 
ture, but highly objeRionable, Had his Majeſty's miniſters” 

ated in any other manner than they had done, they would 

have been unworthy of their ſituations, and given counte- 
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all who came to his office, ſmoothed the path and removed the 
obſtacles that will unavoidably occur in all tranſactions of the 
nature of thoſe in which his duty obliged him to be engaged, 
and gave facility and diſpatch, where difficulty and delay would 
otherwiſe have been to be encountered. To return more im- 
mediately to the ſubjects in diſcuſſion, the Marquis ſaid, it 
gave him great and ſerious anxiety and uneaſineſs, when he 
firſt ſaw the Letters which had been publiſhed under the name 
af the Noble Earl. No man had a higher opinion than he en- 
tertained of the honour of the Noble Earl, of his high cha- 
racter, and his many virtues; but he was perſuaded, in his 
cooler moments, when the irritation of his feelings had ſub- 
fided, and his mind was reſtored to that tone when calm re- 
flection and unbiaſſed judgment could operate, the Noble Earl 
himſelf would ſee the impropriety of any man, in his high ſta. 
tion in Ireland, having written ſuch letters, and be ſorry that 
they had been ſuffered to meet the public eye. There were 
certain topics within the knowledge of the confidential ſervants 
of the Crown, which ſhould ever be kept locked in the breaſts 
of thoſe, whoſe official ſituation brought them within their 
knowledge: No provocation that could be ſtated, was ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify their expoſure. But he would not proceed 
further on that point. 8 . 5 
The Marquis then went into further reaſoning on the dif- 
ferent matters that had been touched on in the debate, and at 
length concluded with declaring, that he ſhould give his vote 
againſt the motion. ot ag 3h 8 5 
Lord Auckland ſaid, that he had come to the Houſe that 
day, little diſpoſed to call in queſtion the particular exerciſe of 
the prerogative which made the object of the Noble Duke's 
motion, and with an opinion that it would be both unneceſſary 
and irkſome to enter into the diſcuſſion. Nothing had hap- 
| 2 to make him alter this opinion. On the contrary, every | 
yu and every ſpeaker had combined to convince him, that 
e debate tended to no poſſible good end ; It was of a nature, 
in all its bearings, either to give pain to private feelings, by 
bringing forwards the unpleaſant and uncreditable difagree- 
ment of individuals; or.to compromiſe the public intereſts by 
a difcloſure of matters, which good ſenſe, as well as ſolemn 
oaths, had conſigned to ſecrecy, and which ought never to 
have been alluded to but with delicacy and reſerve. 
Some incidents, however, had occurred, which he would 
not ſuffer to paſs without remark. A Noble Earl (Lauderdale), 
who had raked up every anecdote and every alluſion that his 
ingenuity could introduce into a deſultory debate, had thought 


proper 


Mr. Beresford was his frien 


Mrs] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 7.8 
proper to advert to a letter which he (Lord Auckland % when 
Chief Secretary in Ireland, had written in 1782 to the Mar- 
quis of Lanſdown, on the ſubje& of the Earl of Carlifle's 
recal, He would not inquire where the Noble Earl had ob- 
tained a copy of that letter; but certainly it contained nothing 
which he ſhould be unwilling: to avow, or unable to juſtify, 
Ihe reaſon which decided him not to enter into a further diſ- 
cuſſion of it was, that he really could not comprehend how 
it was applicable in any manner to the preſent debate. 2 
There was, however, another ſubje& which came nearer to 
his feelings, and on which he could not remain filent. He 
concurred with his Noble Friend (Lord Grenville), in a with 
to abſtain from that levity and indelicacy with which the names 
of diſtinguiſhed 'perſons in Ireland had that day been brought 
forwards ; ſtill, however, it was impoſſible for him not to ex- 
preſs what he felt on the mention of ſuch men as Lord Fitz 
gibbon, Mr. Beresford, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Cooke, and the 
Attorney and Solicitor General of Ireland: Men, with ſeve⸗ 
ral of whom he had lived above fourteen years in habits of in- 
timacy and correſpondence : With ſome of them he had main. 
tained as much affection and friendſhip as can ſubſiſt between 
brothers. When he had heard their names and characters ſo 
copiouſly and fo familiarly diſcuſſed by the ſeveral ſpeakers; it 
had repeatedly occurred to him, how little pertinent it would 
appear to the Noble Lords then preſent, if half a dozen of 
them ſhould at any time be made ho ſubjects of a feveriſh and 
flippant debate in Ireland, e EVE ALOE... 
With reſpect ro Mr. Beresford, who had been more par- 
ticularly adverted to, both in the debate, and in certain pub- 
lications which had been made part of the debate; it was a 
circumſtance of pride and pleaſure to him, to declare that 
J. He muſt be permitted to add 
his mite, to the handſome and eloquent teſtimonies which had 
been ſo repeatedly given to that Gentleman's character, in the 


courſe of the evening. Mr. Beresford, the ſon of a family 


equal in rank and antiquity to e in either kingdom, 
had now completed his twenty- fifth year as Chief Commiſ- 
ſioner of revenue. Any perſon ſo long exercifing a reſpon- 
ſible and elevated ſituation, muſt of courſe be ſubject to attacks 
reſulting from the play of parties, and from political animo- 
ſities. But all, who during the whole period had acted with 
Mr. Beresford, had that night vied with each other, in eager- 
neſs to do juſtice to his great and diſtinguiſhed merits towards 
the Public. In his domeſtic and ſocial life, he was remark- 
able for every ſolid and —_— virtue. In ſhort it 9 1. 
e | 5 2 : . ſai 
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ſaid of him, in words which he would borrow from a Noble 


Earl (Lord Lauderdale), “ that every feature of his character 


gave the lie to any inſinuation reſpecting him, that was not 


conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt integrity and the niceſt honour.” | 
Tord Spencer ſaid, that he had on a former occaſion pro- 
feſſed himſelf able to vindicate his own conduct, whenever 
this diſcuſſion ſhould take place. Diſagreeable, however, as 
were the imputations to which he muſt ſubject himſelf, he 
would rather, in the prefent inſtance, ſubmit to forego in- 
quiry, than conſent to any diſclofure inconſiſtent with the pub- 
hc intereſt. It had often happened, even during the ſhort 
time that he had held the ſituation in which he had the honour 
to be placed, that he had been obliged, to ſubmit to matters 
extremely irkſome to his private feelings; but as every man 
who accepted of office, accepted of it on the condition of 
ſuffering no perſonal invective or attack upon thoſe moſt dear 
to him, to induce him to depart from the ſtrict line of his 
duty, he would continue to hold his public duty ſuperior to 
every other confideration. From what had been Eq that 
night, he thought it neceſſary to ſtate, that ever ſince his en- 
trance into office, ſo far from his having reaſon to complain 
of his treatment from miniſters, he thought it incumbent on 
him to declare, that he had on all occaſions experienced the 
moſt uniform, cordial, and honourable ſupport from his col- 
leagues in adminiſtration. _ e | . 
De Duke of Bedford obſerved, that there were four mi- 
niſters preſent who had once acted with him in the cauſe of 

freedom. From their preſent conduct, he could not but deem 
the air of the Cabinet infectious. The new miniſters had 

even outſtripped their leaders in the career in which they were 

proceeding. There was in his opinion no danger in the pre- 

ſent inquiry, but that it may diſcloſe the duplicity and trea- 

chery of miniſters. They ſhould either accuſe or juſtify the 
conduct of the Noble Earl. If this was to be refuſed, that 


_  [ The Earl of Morton called the Noble Dule to order.] His Grace 


_ vindicated his right to ſuppoſe the conſequences of a queſtion 


not yet decided. 55 „ = 5 
The Dake of Portland ſaid, that in juſtice to himſelf and 


his colleagues, he felt himſelf called upon to ſay ſomething, 
though it ſhould but be a few words, on the preſent occaſion. 
There were two points only to which he would advert ; firſt, 
he did not confider the occaſion to be ſo important as to call 
For any inquiry; ſecondly, he did not think that any charge 
had been brought againſt his Noble Friend (Earl Fitzwilliam), 


| for 
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for he ſhould ſtill call him ſo, which rendered inveſtigation 
eceſſary for his exculpation. No charge had in fact been 
brought againſt him, and the whole reſted c on a mere differ- 
ence of opinion. 4 | | 
The Houſe divided on the motion, 
| Contents = 
Proxies © | 
Not. Content. 
„ 
Majority againſt the Motion 
Ac ee at half an hour paſt one. 


(F By an accident the following Speech was neghe8ed to be ad 
in its proper place: It fhould have followed the Conclufi on of the Speech 
of the Earl of Weſtmorland in page 168. 


The Marguis Townſhend roſe, to diſcharge a debt of juſtice 
to Mr. Beresford, of whom he could truly ſay, that when he 
was in Ireland, and at that time he was not connected with 
the gentleman by relationſhip, he knew of no man more zeal- 
ous, active, and earneſt in the ſervice of Government, nor of 
one who was more dilintereſted, for he had looked always 
with a ſteady eye to the promotion of the revenue, and had 
been chargeable with no jobs, unleſs an attention to his own 
intereſts and thoſe of his EY. which was and ought to be 
paid by every man who entered into the lervice of the Crown 
in both countries, or indeed who was in the ſervice of Govern- 
ment in any country, could be deemed a blameable job. 


PROTEST. 
+ 68 | - Die Veneris, 8? Mau, 1795. 
* The Order of the Day being read for the 8788 to be 


ſ ummoned— 


% Moved, That an humble Addreſs bn _—_ to his Nagel), chat be | 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to direct that there be laid before this Houſe, 
ſuch part of the correſpondence between his. Majeſty's miniſters and Earl 
Fitzwilliam, late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, as relates to the motives and 
grounds of his recal from the government of the ſaid kingdom, during a 
ſelſlion of Parliament, in which the two Houſes of Parliament had voted 
their confidence in him, and of their approbation of his conduct, and with 
a munificence unexampled, had Fan's e for the n ex igenc is 
9 the ſtate. | 5 


Ghar « With 


tos — WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Lenos 
* „ Which being objected to, after a long debate, the queſ. 
8 tion was put thereupon: EI | 1 


Contents = 55 21 e 
VVV EY 5 
Not-Gontents = 83 Es 
Eros. oe 17 nhl 


« Reſolved in the negative. 


* DISSENTIENT, | 1 99855 . 
1. Becauſe the removal, in the midſt of a ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, of ſuch an officer of the Crown, as a Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, the immediate and ſole repreſentative of Majeſty 
in that kingdom, under the circumſtances, is ſingular, perhape 
unprecedented. The effects of that bold and unuſual mea- 
ſure, eſpecially in the preſent critical ſtate of affairs, cannot be 
indifferent. It is a fact notorious, and not contradicted, that 
the Houſe of Lords and Houſe of Commons in that kingdom, 
did at the moment of his recal, directly and explicitly, in a 
folemn vote and reſolution of each Houſe, declare their con- 
fidence in the Lord Lieutenant. It is a fact equally notorious, 
and equally uncontradicted, that theſe votes of confidence 
from both Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament were in perfeCt con- 
formity to the opinions and wiſhes of all deſcriptions of the 
n. | PE; 
&« 2. Becauſe a ſtrong charge of malverſation in office, ſup- 
ported by clear proof or ſtrong preſumption, ought to be pro- 
duced to weigh againſt thoſe ſolemn teſtimonies of a Parlia- 
ment, and thoſe declared opinions of a people, and to juſtiſy 
a proceeding, the inevitable tendency of which is to produce 
_ diſſatisfaction and diſcord amongſt his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
that kingdom. That the proceeding itſelf is within the pre- 
rogative, there is no doubt; but there is do doubt alſo that 
this Houſe is competent to an inquiry into all advice given to 
the Crown with regard to the uſe of that prerogative; and 
that it is its duty to make ſuch inquiry in any event by which 
his Majeſty's honour or intereſt, or the tranquillity, concord, 
and union of his empire, and its common effort againſt its 
common enemy, may be effected. VV 
c 3. Becauſe, as the Peers are bound for their own honour 
to examine with a more ſtrict ſcrutiny into the conduct, and to 
animadvert with greater ſeverity on the miſdemeanors of thoſe 
of their own body, fo they owe a peculiar protection to ſuch 
Peers, as, on inquiry, they ſhall find, in the exerciſe of the high 
prerogatives of the Crown, to have demeaned themfelyes un- 
_ corruptly, to the ſatisfaction of the people, with a diligent at- 
| OT | wy e tention 
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tention to the functions of their charge, and with duty, zeal, 
and fidelity to their Sovereigggg. 1 ogra 
4. Becauſe Earl Fitzwilliam, the Lord Lieutenant, re- 
moved in ſo unprecedented.a manner, did voluntarily ſolicit 
ia this Houſe the production of all ſuch documents, as might 
ſurniſh matter for a full and impartial inquiry into his conduct; 
that as the caſe might appear, he might ſubject himſelf to the 


animadverſion, or entitle himſelf to the protection of this 


Houſe. No valid reaſons for ſecrecy have been alleged. De- 


linquency is no proper object of ſecrecy on the one ſide or 


the other: Nor can any depending meaſure of Government 
be affected by a diſcloſure. of that delinquency. The act is 
executed. If theſe vague general allegations of ſecrecy ma 
be urged to prevent inquiry, Peers may be affected with ſuſpi- 
cions utterly ruinous to their reputation with regard to the 


matters of higheſt truſt, without any poſſibility of clearing 


themſelves. | | 

« 5, Becauſe it appeared in the courſe of the debate, with- 
out any attempt to contradict it, that the Earl aforeſaid. did 
actively and effectually promote the ſervice of the Crown, and 
the public intereſt in Ireland, by encouraging through all 
fitting means, and diſcouraging by none, the zeal and affec- 
tion to his Majeſty of his Parliament of Ireland; by obtain- 
ing without delay, and with great unanimity, a vote of more 


than forty thouſand men; by which the internal force of that 


kingdom was more than doubled; and by obtaining alfo a 
vote of two hundred thouſand pounds for the better manning 
the navy of Great Britain—the firſt vote of the kind in the 

preſent war, and double to the ſole example of the ſupply of 
the ſame kind, voted in the Iriſh Parliament in the year 1782, 
as an acknowledgment of the vaſt and important conceſhons 
in legiſlation, commerce, and judicature, then made by the 


Parliament of Great Britain; both thoſe ſupplies to the ſer- 


vice of Great Britain, were moved by Mr. Grattan, confidence 


in whom, has been imputed as blame to Earl Fitzwilliam; 


though in the debate nothing was alleged to ſhew that this 
diſtinguiſhed perſon, called to his confidence and councils, had 
ever, during Lord Fitzwilliam's government, made any other 


| uſe of the eſtimation in which he is held in his country, than 


to perform this, and other ſimilar ſervices to his Majeſty's Go» 


vernment; and to reconcile the minds of his fellow-ſubjeCts 


of that kingdom, to bear the burdens brought on by theſe 
ſervices with cheerfulneſs, and to co-operate with alacrity and 
unanimity in every means of giving them their full effect. 
 « 6, Becauſe it does not appear that the Earl in queſtion, 
during his adminiſtration in Ireland, did in any degree, or in 


any 
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any manner, ſubvert, impair, or weaken any one of the legal 


prerogatives of the Crown, or abuſe them to the prejudice of 
the ſubject, in any inſtance whatſoever. . That in the arrange- 
ments propoſed with regard to office, either in removals or ap- 
pointments, it does not appear that the eſſicacy of his Majeſty's 
Government, or the popularity of his Majeſty's meaſures, were 
at all impaired; or the unanimity and harmony of the nation 
diſturbed; or the confidence in his Majeſty's Government, as 
adminiſtered by him, in any degree whatſoever, leſſened. To 
the great objects of Government all official arrangements 
ought to be ſubſervient; and by their effects on thoſe objects 
it is to be determined whether the diſcretionary powers with 
regard to official arrangements neceſſarily inveſted in his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, have been in any inſtance properly or im- 
properly employec. FRY 07. 5 
-« », Becauſe the unanimity and zeal in his Majeſty's ſer. 
vice, which appeared throughout that kingdom, was owing to 
the hope held out that ſuch arrangements as the late Lord 
Lieutenant propoſed, would take place, namely, ſuch as tended 
to demonſtrate that thoſe in whom the nation repoſed much 
confidence, had obtained the conhdence of his Majeſty's chief 
Governor, and that thoſe who had the misfortune not to obtain 
the public confidence, or at leaſt not to obtain it in the fame 
degree, were nat to be predominant in the eſſicient offices in 
the kingdom. %ͤ;¶ «; et] n 
« 8, That it did not appear in the debate, that incapable 
or obnoxious men, or men of no lead or importance in their 
country, and therefore unqualified for rendering effectual 
ſervice to his Majeſty, were the objects of choice in thoſe ar- 
rangements. _ CL ES, Pa nerd 
«.g. Becauſe it did not appear in the debate, that any 


Harſh or vindictive ſpirit was manifeſted in any propoſed re- 


movals: As the moſt large and liberal conſideration was ob- 


| ſerved tothe dignity, the feelings, and the intereſts of the par- 


ties concerned. „ * | 
10. Becauſeit did not appear in the debate that this pro- 
viſion was conſidered in the light of a corrupt and prodigal 


bargain; but that the people at large regarded it in a contrary 
light: It appears, that the eſtimation of that Government was 


rather increaſed than impaired by the whole of thoſe intended 
meaſures: And it is aſſerted and ſupported by abundant proof, 
that the deſeat of thoſe arrangements, with all their conſe · 
quences, bas excited a conſiderable diſcontent amongſt the peo- 
ple of Ireland. | Fo 2 5 
« 11. Becauſe the perſons who, on account of their general 


eſtimation in their country, were taken into the confidence of 


3 | the 
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the late Lord Lieutenant, had, preyiouſly to his, government, 

: given the moſt ſtriking and unequivocal proofs of their at- 
tachment to Great Britain, © their, power of ſubduing all 
their own private feelings; and of. ſacrificing to his Majeſty's 
ſervice no ſmall part even of their known animoſities upon 

ublic differences, by ſupporting, our of office and out of con- 
fidence with the then rulers, the cauſe of Britiſh Government 


, - p þ 


in a very marked and diſtinguiſhed manner. 


- * 
* 


12. Becauſe it appeared in the debate, that one of the 

matters of diſcuſſion between his Majeſty's confidential ſervants 
in England and the ſaid Lord Lieutenant, had ariſen on occa- 
ſion 7 Bill intended to be introduced into the Parliament 
of Ireland by Mr. Grattan, “ For the further relief of his Ma- 
jefty's Catholic {ubjefts in that kingdom.“ Of ſubjects to be 
agitated in the Parliament of that kingdom, this Houſe can 
take no cognizance; but they may take cognizance of the 
conduct of a Britiſh Peer, Member of this Houſe, and repre- 
ſenting his Majeſty, for his conduct in his Majeſty's ſervice, in 
any part of his dominions. If the late Lord Lieutenant gave 
countenance to any meaſure repugnant to that ſervice, and in 

_ defiance to that authority, and poſitive inſtructions given by 
his Majeſty's miniſters here, it forms a matter of conſtitutional 
diſcuſſion in this Houſe. —Upon that point Earl Fitzwilliam 
has alleged, that he is ready to put himſelf upon the judgment 
of this Houſe z- for he contends, that the motion for leave to 
bring in ſuch a Bill (which he admits to have been made at 
his expreſs defire) did not afford cauſe of alarm or apprehen- 

| Gon in any manner whatever. He contends, that the principle 92 
of ſuch a Bill was highly conformable to other former pro- 1:2 
ceedings known to be countenanced by his Majeſty's miniſters; 1 
nor does it appear by any thing alleged in the 25 that 
the countenance underſtood to be given by the late Lord Lieu- 

tenant for a further relief, could be a juſt ground for his re- 
moval; when a recommendation from the Throne itſelf, by 
his predeceſſor the Earl of Weſtmorland, in the year 1793, 
for advantages of infinitely greater extent, that is to ſay, a ge- 

neral capacity for all offices and franchiſes (about thirty offices, 
and ſeats in Parliament only excepted) has been made matter 
of mm nn Gb on „„ 

13. Becauſe it appears for ſeveral years paſt to have been 

the policy of his Majeſty's Bruith Councils with regard to 
Ireland, and of the Parliament of that kingdom, to remove the 
ſeveral civil reſtraints which had been made in conſequence of 
religious differences; for all offices had been opened to Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, without any limitation whatever, by the re- 
peal of the teſt in chat kingdom, in the year 1779, 19 and 20 


Vo“. III. | Cc | of 
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of his Majeſty, chap. vi. From thoſe Diſſenters no teſt what- 
ever was exacted, in lieu of that from which they were ex- 
onerated. But for the Catholics, by an Act of the 13th and 
14th of his preſent Majeſty, chap. xxxiv. a teſt oath was pro- 
poſed, for afcertaining the allegiance and fidelity of Catholics, 
as ſuch. About four years after, that is, in the year 1777-8, 
17th and 18th of George HI. chap. xlix. in conſequence of this 
oath, a ſtrong legiſlative declaration was made, in which the 
principle, which had been gradually followed up by ſubſequent 
Acts, is ſtrongly and decidedly affirmed; for the preamble of 
N that AR, after ſtating certain penalties and incapacities under 
+4 which the Catholics did then labour, thus proceeds: © Where- 
| as, from their uniform peaceable behaviour for a long ſeries of 
| years, it appears reaſonable and expedient to relax the ſame; 
1 and it muſt tend, not only to the cultivation and improvement 
„ of this kingdom, but to the proſperity and ſrength of ALL his Ma- 
| Jeſty's domimions, that his ſubjects of AL L denominations ſhould 
enjoy the benefits of our free conflitution, and ſhould be bound to 
each other by mutual intereſt and mutual afection.“ Soon after, 
that is, in the 21ſt and 22d of his preſent Majeſty, chap. xxiv. 
it was again declared, that the Catholics, on taking the teſt 
oath aforeſaid, & ought to be conſidered as good and loyal ſub- 
jects to his 3 his Crown, and Government; and that 
the continuance of the laws formerly enadted, and then in 
force, againſt perſons of the Popiſſi religion, are therefore un- 
neceſſary, in reſpect to thoſe who have taken or ſhall take the 
ſaid oath, and is injurious to the real welfare and proſperity of 
the kingdom of Ireland.“ Nothing can be more clearly laid 
down than the principle upon which the ſeveral acts of relief 
from the firſt year of relaxation, virtually beginning ſo early 
as the year 1773, twenty years before the paſſing the large Ca- 
pacitating Act of the year 1993, was grounded, namely, the 
recognized allegiance, and reciprocal right to protection, held 
out upon taking this and other teſt oaths. It was plain that 
the policy of the Legiſlature was, to affirm the principle as 
largely as poſſible, and to make the capacities follow (as they 
have practically followed) gradually, according as favourable 
_ _ eccaſions ſhould offer. Theſe Acts have always been under- 
ſtood to have emanated originally from his Majeſty's gracious 
_ diſpoſition, and to have proceeded to the government of Ire- 
land, through the Britiſh Cabinet, If theſe teſts could not be 
32M deemed a ſecurity in the reſerved cafes, it is impoſſible to aſ- 
2 ſign a reaſon why they were deemed a ſecurity in the hundreds 
1708 of others, to which a capacity was opened by the Act of 1793. 11 
„ Ihe incapacitating reſerves in the Act of 1793, like thoſe of tr 
, the former AQs, proceeding (though more flowly) — the in 
5 * | —— 0 


a ay — 3 r 3 


* 


bh Ed bh. gd *"< £8 * 


Mar %.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 193 
ſame declared policy, evidently were not made upon their own 
declared principle. They were made in the regular progreſs 
of a ſyſtem of enlargement, in order to compromiſe with the 
ſpirit of monopoly. But, it is aſſerted by Earl Fitzwilliam, 
and nothing without inquiry can effectually contradict the aſ- 


ſertion, that, whilſt in reality the reſtrictions gave ſatisfaction 


to none, they cauſed diſcontent in many. The Proteſtants re- 


| garden theſe. exceptions with total indifference. —The Catho- 


ics looked on them as ſigns of ſuſpicion; and degradation: 
They conſidered them as. marks (contrary to the declared po- 
licy of the Acts) contrived to be ſet upon them by their ene- 
mies, to diſtinguiſh them as bad ſubjects and bad citizens. 
The proceedings of their enemies leave in their minds no 
doubt, that theſe tokens of reprobation are kept as pretexts 
for affronts, contumelies, and injuries of all kinds; and for 


practically depriving them of moſt of the benefits of thoſe 


capacities which the law ſeemed to hold out to them. 

© 14. Becauſe it is alleged, that a Bill for further relief 
was publicly known, as likely to be in agitation before 
the departure of the Lord Lieutenant from England; 
that he had no inſtruction whatever directly to oppoſe it, 
though an opinion was expreſſed, that it had better be delayed 
for a time of greater tranquillity; but the expediency of giv- 
ing ſupport to it was a matter left to his diſcretion, as, in the 
nature of things, it neceflarily would be, on any ſubject, the 
principle of which was admitted, the fitneſs of the time being 
the only. point of doubt, and which could only be decided by 
eriſtigg e ä⁶6‚ 6h! nd Eo Ch ET Fee ED 

© 15. Becauſe: it is offered in proof, that the late Lord 
Lieutenant was diligent in the ſearch, and prompt in the com- 
munication to miniſters of every information on the ſubject. 
That he ſoon found, that all hope of putting off the queſtion 
was impraCticable—that he had reaſon to think the preſent. 
time, for carrying the principles of the Acts of 1792 and 1793 
to their full object, to be, of all others, moſt favourable—that 
he found the relief to be ardently deſired by the Catholics; 
to be aſked for by very many Proteſtants, and to Be ern | 


acquieſced in by almoſt all—that this circumſtance remove 


the difficulties, on which the poſtponing the queſtion could 


alone be defired—that he found the delays had created much 


ſuſpicion and uneaſineſs amongſt the Catholic petitioners, who 
were numerous almoſt beyond all example that he found a Bill 
on thoſe petitions would infallibly and ſpeedily be brought 
into Parliament, and that many Members were defirous to in- 
troduce it; and, if this were the caſe, the meaſure might come 
into hands with which * he nor the King's miniſters 
e Wee 0. e 


departure, was ft | 
Lieutenant communicated largely all his ideas on the ſubject. 
That whillt the propofed Bill was not yet introduced into the 
Houſe 6f Commons, and ' whilſt he was obeying their in- 
ſtructions, with regard to informations and opinions, he was 
ſuddenly removed, with the ſtrongeſt marks of diſpleaſure and 
diſgrace. That on this ſtate of things, no ſufficient reaſon 
appears to exiſt, in this meaſure, any more than in the buſi- 
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had any contiexion; which would leave with Government only 
the difagreeable part of altering or of modifying, if any al- 
teration or modification had been thought -neceffary by the 


Britiſh Government, depriving his Majeſty thereby 'of the 
whole grace and effect of what was done: That in this un- 
lea fant ſituation he ſent for Mr, Grattan, and defired him, as 


a perſon in his confidence, and who would act on the occaſion 


according to what he and the miniſters, in their prudence, 


might ſuggeſt. That Mr. Grattan did confent, and did, at his 
defire, move for leave to bring in a Bill for the further relief 
of the Roman Catholics. That the motion for leave was re- 
ceived with little diſcuſſion, and without any divifion. That 
no bill on the ſubject was in fact brought in and that miniſtry 
were informed, that none would be brought in without their 
knowledge LOT until of late, and after Lord Fitzwilliam's 


uch a thing attempted. That the then Lord 


neſs of arrangements, ſor the unuſual and alarming ſtep of 


difgracing a Lord Lieutenant in the middle of a fſeſſion of 
Parliament, in which the bufinefs of his Majeſty, and of the 
Whole empire (as far as that kingdom could operate in it) 


was carried on with unuſual unanimity and ſucceſs, and with 


a very great concurrence without doors of all orders and de- 


ſcriptions of men. It is a ſtep for which, on the debate, 
nothing was faid to make it appear juſtifiable, and to render 
e. PowsoONBY. 

i P76 oe Eee . 
cc And the ſaid Earl Fitzwilliam, moreover {proteſting for 


| Himſelf, and on his own part, declares, that this Houſe re- 


fuſing ſuch neceflary inveſtigation,” he doth conceive and fee! 


Himſelf injured and opprefled, as a Britiſh ſubject, as a Peer 


of Great Britain, and as a perſon who has'exerciſed an high 


and very reſponſible truſt under his Majeſty. That he is not 


content merely to prove his innocence—that he was, and is, 
ready to make it appear to the Houſe, and to his country, that 
in that truſt lie has acted faithfully, zealouſſy, affectionately, 


dutifully, and diligently towards his Sovereign—that he has 


acted with attention and praftica-ility towards his colleagues 
in office—that he has acted with an enlightened regard to the 
9 Og Bo eh ue 


— 
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true intereſts. of the nation, which, under his Majeſty's au- 


thority, he was appointed to govern. That he ſtands upon 
the merit of his 'meafures, and the prudence of his arrange- 


ments: That by them confidence was recovered to Govern- 
ment. That he ſtands, for the juſtice and the policy of re- 
moving the few, feeble, miſerable, incfhcacious, but invidious 


reſtrictions, that remain on the Catholics of Ireland, as wholly 
uſeleſs for any good purpoſe, but powerful in cauſing diſcon- 


their ſeveral ſubdivifions. Phe church and ſtate have enemies 


very different, and infinitely more formidable, than any which 


have their origin in any religious parties. He has for ſome 
time been perſuaded, but moſt clearly ſo ſince he went to 


Ireland, that by good management the dangerous principles | 
and tempers of the times, which have another and more re- 


cent origin, may be kept from taking root either in the chureh 
of Ireland, there happily eſtabliſhed; or in the Preſbyterian 


that of Rome; or in any other religious ſect whatever; but 


conduct, every one of "theſe deſcriptions may be infected 


with this evil, in greater or leſſer degree of extent and ma- 


lignity, according to the degree of oppreſſion or indiſeretion, 
with which they are ſeverally treated. He was, and is, con- 


vinced, that the beſt mode of reſiſting this reigning danger, 
either from within or from without, is not to be found in a 


plan for reviving, by art and influence, 1 and heart- 
burnings expired, or ready to expire, or of ſowing the ſeeds 


ol eternal diſcord and diviſion between the people. During 
his government he had nothing to complain of the diſpoſitions. 
of any religious deſcription as ſuch; and his principles of 

Foren led him to cultivate the union which he plainly 
aw of itſelf commencing between them. It was his con- 


tent, both with regard to Government and to Parliament; as 
furniſhing handles of oppreſſion to the malevolent, and as 
ſupplying pretexts for diſorders to the turbulent and ſeditious. 
That he ſhould have ſhewn 8a degree of incapacity, wholly to 
unfit bim for his arduous truſt, if he had acted on an idea, 
that the politics of this time, or that the preſent or probable 
future intereſts of ſtates, do at all depend upon queſtions, 
whether of doctrine or diſcipline, either as agitated between 
Catholics and Proteſtants, or as agitated by Proteſtants amongſt 


church, in communion with that of Scotland; or in the 
church of the old natives of Ireland, communicating with 


that through intemperate, vexatious, corrupt, or oppreſſive 


ſtant endeavour, by every means, to combine the minds of 
every fort of men, churehmen, Preſbyterians, and Catholics, 
of every the leaſt proportion of education, talent, influence, 
or property, in affection to their common Sovereign; to 
e | 5 e oo» 
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combine them in one bond of common intereſt, and in one 
common effort againſt our common enemies, the known ene- 


mies of all religion, all law, all order, and all property. He 


has had the happineſs of ſecing all this completely accom- 
pliſhed. An unexampled concord amongſt the people ; an 


unexampled zeal for the ſupport of the Crown had taken 
place: But he is not reſponſible for the effects of a ſyſtem, 


which proceeds in a contrary direction to that which he pur- 
ſucd ; he is not reſponſible for the effects of a ſyſtem which 


ſupports men in whom the Public has little confidence, and 


contumeliouſly rejects the ſervice of thoſe who have obtained 


the good opinion of their country—a ſyſtem which endeavours | 
to ſupply a comparative defect of ability, by an unmeaſured 


increaſe of influence —a ſyſtem which rejects the opinion and 


information of perſons in high and reſponſible ſituations, and 
liſtens to the intereſted repreſentations of ſubordinate office 


a ſyſtem, which, inverting the whole order of things, intro- 


_ duces anarchy into the very ſeat of Government, by publicly 
and avowedly ſupporting the inſtruments againſt the agent 
a ſyſtem, which, finding the body of the people diſpoſed to 


look to the Crown as their ſecurity againſt oppreſſion from 
domeſtic factions, employs all its influence, power, and au- 


thority, to ſupport thoſe very factions againſt the people who 


fly for refuge to the Crown. For the oppoſite ſyſtem he has 
ſuffered the unparalleled mark of diſpleaſure which has been 


ſhewn to him. He is willing to ſuffer more, rather than 


abandon it. He will remember, with a warm and laſting 


gratitude, and a cordial attachment, the weighty perſons in 
Parliament, and all the reſpectable bodies and individuals by 
whom he was generouily encouraged, and honourably ſup- 
ported in a different plan of government, from that which 


derives its ſupport from the corruption of one part of the 


people, and the depreſſion of the other. F 


2 


"HOUSE OF COMMONS. _ 
| FRIDAY, May 8. | 
' HIGH PRICE OF PROVISIONS. 


Me. 7511 ſaid, that for ſeveral days he attended in chat IJ 
Houſe for the purpbſe of aſking an oſtenſible miniſter a 
queſtion on a ſubject of great importance, but he had not 


been ſo fortunate as to find ſuch a miniſter in the Houſe ; 


now that he ſaw one, he ſhould put the queſtion, and wiſhe il 


he 


-- 


— 


| he might have a ſatisfactory anſwer. The matter it referred 
to was of a very ſerious and alarming nature —he meant the 
| cauſe of the preſent very high price of proviſions. The poor 


were ſtarving in many parts of this country; already tlie 
dreadful effects of that ſituation of the poor had ſhewn them- 
ſelves, as appeared from accounts from different parts of the 
eaſtern! and the. northern coaſts. Inſurrections had taken 


place, and the military had been called out to quell them, 


but they had joined the populace. He underſtood that in- 


quiries had been made into the cauſe of this ſcarcity of pro= 
viſions, and he wiſhed to know what the reſult was of theſe 
inquiries. He wiſhed to know whether the ſcarcity was real 
or artificial. If real, it became the duty of the Executive Go- 


vernment to provide ſome relief to the poor. If artificial, it 
became the duty of the Executive Government to interfere, and 
by means of its law officers enforce more effeCtually the laws 
againſt foreſtalling and regrating. In either caſe, therefore, 


the Executive Government ought to make diligent inquiry, 
and apply any remedy that was poſſible to an evil of ſuch 
magnitude and importance. He believed there were inſtances 


of Committees of that Houſe being appointed to inquire into 
the price of proviſions, and to report their opinions thereon, 
but he did not know that much benefit had reſulted from 
ſuch meaſures, as they had been carried ; perhaps ſomething 
more might be done hereafter upon that ſubſect. All he 


wiſhed to know at preſent was, whether the cauſe of the 


evil he mentioned had been aſcertained, and he now [wiſhed 
the Secretary of State to inform him, whether the ſcarcity of 
proviſions in this country was real or artificial? © * 
Ur. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that the Executive Government 


had by no means been inattentive to this ſubject, but the 
Houſe muſt be aware of the great inconvenience that muſt 


neceſſarily follow a-diſcuſſion of it at that time in that place. 
He begged the Hon. Gentleman to reſt aſſured, that upon 


the ſubje& of ſcarcity of proviſions there had been a great 
deal of miſrepreſentation and exaggeration induſtriouſly cir. 
\ culated. But he muſt beg again that the ſubject might not 


be diſcuſſed at preſent, on account of the grear inconvenience 

that might follow. If any artificial -ſcarcity be at any time 

apprehended, he knew of nothing more likely to promote it 

than diſcuſſions of that nature. VV 

| | 5 TRE PRINCE OF WALES'S DEBTS. _ . 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he wiſhed to know, for the government 


of his own conduct, what courſe of proceeding the miniſter. | 


intended to take on Monday, after the Call of the Houſe. 
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| The Chanoollor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was his wiſh to- pro- 
ceed on Monday on the ſubject of his. Majeſty's Meflage ; 
there were, however, ſome papers to be laid before the Houſe, 
which could not be ready before that time, but which would 
be ready then. It was his intention to move for a Committee 
on the ſubject of the Meſſage, and in that Committee he in- 
tended to propoſe an additional annual income to the Prince 
of Wales. Any application of that kind ſhould be referred to a 
_ ſubſequent ſtage of the proceeding, and might come by way 
of inſtruction to a Committee on the Bill. It was his inten- 
tion to propoſe a ſecret Committee, to take into conſideration 
the circumſtances and the amount of the incumbrances of his 
Royal Highneſs. The meaſure which he ſhould bring forwacd 
on Monday, was only to propoſe an additional income ſor 
his Royal Highneſs, and ſuch as, perhaps, the Houſe would 
not have thought proper to withhold, even if the Prince was 
unincumbered. Then would follow the confideration of 
means for applying that income in ſuch a way as would 
moſt conduce to the eaſe and comfort of his Royal High- 
_ neſs, without which the liberality of Parliament might be 
- Ineffeciughe +! >] 11 VV | 


4 Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he meant to bring forward a propoſition 
3} for railing a fund to effectuate all the purpoſes recommended 
3 in his Majeſty's Meſſage. He meant to propoſe a ſale of the 
= - foreſt lands of this country; or, at leaſt, a ſuſſicient quantity 
4 of them to anſwer the purpoſes expreſſed in the Meſſage, 
4 and alſo to prevent the neceſſity of adding ſo frequently to 
25 the burdens of the people; as well as for laying ſome founda- 
*Y tion for the proviſion and ſupport of the diſtreſſed part of 
3 the inhabitants of this country. He threw this out then 
4 merely that the thing might be confidered; he faid nothing in 
3 favour of it; he meant it for the conſideration of that Houle, 
4] and for the conſideration of the Public. If he found any 
"a ſtrong and good objections to it, of courſe he ſhould not per- 
4 fiſt 3. otherwiſe he ſhould certainly bring it forward. 
4 _- The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the ſubject which 
4 the Hon. General had alluded to was one which could not 
14 regularly be diſcuſſed then. But he could not help ſaying, 
# that in his opinion, when it came to be diſcuſſed, the Houſe 
4 would find inſuperable objections to it. At leaſt, taken in | 
14 the lait view of the Hon. Gentleman, a proviſion for the peo- | 
i pale by means of preſent relief, it was wholly inadequate. 
4 Mr. Huſſey faid, he expreſſed himſelf exceedingly ill, if he 
/ 1M __ faid any thing about preſent relief to the Public. He meant 
iy i lay a foundation for future ſupport. . 
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Mr. Dundas moved for leave to bring in a Bill for allowing 


the Faſt India Company, for a time to be limited, to import 
merchandize i in bottoms not Britiſh built. e ee 


Mr. Foddrell moved that the Dead Body Bill be rend a 


ſecond time on Friday next. Ordered. 


The Houſe, in a Committee of Supply, on ſoreral re- 


folutions, 'and ordered them to FE received on e | 


a. 
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| Mox pax, May 11. | 8 
The Cattle 2 the Exchequer ſtated, that. ons 


that the Speaker was extremely indiſopſed, he ſhould propoſe 
that the Houſe - adjourn. till Wedneſday, and that the conſi- 
deration of his Majeſty's Meſſage relative to a proviſion for 
his Royal Highneſs the Prince. of Wales be poſpened, till 
that day. 

| Mr. Felyll pred the regret which he, 1 in common with 
every Member of the Houſe, felt on account of the occaſion 
which rendered their adjournment neceſſary. (This ſentiment 
was received with a general burſt of feeling from every quarter 
of the Houſe.) This being the caſe, he ſhould propoſe to 


poſtpone his motion reſpecting the recal of Earl Fitzwilliam, 


which ſtood for the next day till Tuefday ſc? nnight; but as 
the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had given notice 
of his intention to bring forward the India Budget on that 
day, he hoped he would now deſer it till Thurſday. | 


Mr. Jekyll afterwards got up, and ſaid, that in the preſent 
ſtate of the Speaker's indiſpoſition, he conſidered Wedneſday 


as too. early a day, and ſhould therefore propoſe that the Houſe 
adjourn till/DPhurfday:, (A cry-of Lhurſday,, Thurſday, from 


all, parts of the Houſe.) . 


The Speaker ſaid, he felt bimfelf extremely obliged. by the 


degree of anxiety. and intereſt reſpecting his indiſpoſition, 


which was expreſſed from all ſides, of the Houſe. Indiſpoſed 
as he was, he had hoped that he ſhould have been able to 

through his duty to-day 3 but finding that im poſſible, ; 
trusted he ſhould be well egen to attend in bs Ae on 


1 | 5 
The Houſe then adjourned | to. Thurſday... „ 
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© HOUSE OF LORDS. | 
TA iro yr pp 


FIELD MARSHAL CONWAY'S BILL; FOR 4A PROLONGATION oft = 


HIS PATENT FOR SAVING FUEL IN THE OPERATION 
| of MANY IMPORTANT MANUFACTURES. S.. 
The Earl sf Guildford moved that the Bill for a prolongation of 
Field Marſhal Conway's Patent, be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe. | | 


Lord Auckland faid; that he had ſummoned their Lord- 


ſhips from motives of candour, and that the Bill in queſtion, 


which he meant to oppoſe, might have every ſupport which 
the general ſerife of the Houſe might incline to give to it. 
Undoubtedly it would be decided on its own merits; and 


without any reference to perſonal confiderations. Still, how- 
ever, he mult be permitted to ſay, that it was painful to him 
to reſiſt a propoſition intereſting to a moſt reſpectable indi- 
vidual, who had been known to him through life, and who 
was diſtinguiſhed by every virtue and by every quality that 


could conciliate the good-will of mankind. But under the 
circumſtances which he ſhould point out to their Lordſhips, 
it was impoſſible for him, with any conſiſtency or decorum, 


to do otherwiſe. 12 85 e 
Towards the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, a Bill had paſſed 
through the Houſe of Commons to prolong to Meſſrs. Ken- 
drew and Porthouſe, a patent for an invention. Fhoſe per- 
ſons were ingenious manufacturers, eſtabliſhed in the North 
of England, and much eſteemed in their line of life. They 
had perſonally applied to him, when their Bill was brought 
to the Houſe of Lords, and had various claims on every ſup- 
port that he could with propriety give to them. Seven years 


only of their patent had expired, and the Bill ſent from the 


Commons granted an additional term of ten years. Mefirs. 
_ Rendrew and Porthouſe, after conferring with ſeveral Lords 
on the ſubject, found that a majority of the Peers then ge- 
nerally attendant on the buſineſs of the Houfe, was ſtrongly 
 Indifpoſed to theſe prolongations, and he (Lord Auckland) 
decidedly: told them that he was one of the number. On 
this information they withdrew their Bill, after ſeveral weeks 
attendance, with a great loſs of time and a conſiderable ex- 
pence. As he ſhould be ſorry to conceal any circumſtance, 
he would here obſerve, that ſome manufacturers of Lanca- 


ſhire had preſented petitions againſt the Bill of Meſſrs. Ken- | 


drew and Porthouſe, alleging that their invention was not 
new and original; but they had offered to eſtabliſh their in- 


- 
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vention b. evidence before the Committee, and had fince 
| maintaine their elaim to it * a trial at law before a 1 7855 


jury- >, 


"Having Teen with concern the difappointment and loſs of 


two ingenious and induſtrious men, he now aſked himſelf, 
he muſt now aſk the Houſe, whether there is any confideration 
affecting the Bill of Marſhal Conway, which ought to induce 
their Lordſhips to give a different fate to it. Ihe principles 


of 1795 mult be the fame as the principles of 1794: And if 


the reſemblance between the two caſes were leſs glaring than 
f ſeemed to be, ſtill the Houſe would be folicitous not to 

ſhew facilities to a perſon of great rank and fortune in a 
point of trade (for this was no other), which facilities had 
— n denied to a private manufacturer. 

Be the reſult what it might, he would Uſotidrbe what he 
conceived to be his duty ; He would ſtate his objections to 
the Bill : He would not urge them with warmth or pertina- 
city: He would afterwards leave the matter to others, and 
would not recur to it in the further ſtages of the Bill, 

His chief objection was to the principle of the Bin, and 
might be well and clearly ſtated by a ſelection from different 
clauſes-of the Bill itſelf.“ Whereas this invention will be 
attended with many beneficial conſequences to the Public, as 
thereby the expence of the whole, or the greateſt part of the 
fuel uſed in thoſe proceſſes to which the ſaid invention is 
applicable, will be effeQually fayed.” —© And whereas the 
Public at lar n. (unleſs reſtricted) be entitled to uſe and 
exerciſe the {aid invention, which will be a great prejudice to 
the ſaid Henry Seymour Conway.” ““ Be it enacted, that ng 
other perſon. except the faid Henry Seymour Conway, ſhall 
at any time during the term of twenty years, cither directly 
or indire&ly, uſe, or put in practice, the ſaid invention or 
| any part of the ſame.” Theſe words give a true and faithful 

deſcription of all Bills ſor prolonging monopolies, and of 
their nature and tendency. Their object is, and can only be 
in a greater or lefs degree, to take from the Public the hey 
ment of an invention which is alleged to be uſeful to the 
Public. The inyention is locked up; the advanced price con- 
fines the application of it; but it is locked up only againſt 


this country—m' the mean time it 1s publiſhed, and left at li- : 


berty to operate againſt us in every rival nation, 

It might be ſaid that the ſame reaſoning would eien 
againſt every original patent, and to a certain degree this was 
true. But the Act of the 21ſt James I. which legalized pa- 
tents ſor inventions, had limited them to fourteen years as © 


ſufficient facrifice i in favour of i ingenuity. Beſides, the original 
a D d 8 | patents 
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patents are foun;:1ed on a fort of compact between the Public 
and the original inventor : The former obtains a full poſſeſſion 
of the ſecret, which could not in many caſes be othecwiſe 
obtained with any certainty, and ſtipulates in return to, give 
the monopoly for the period preſcribed by the ſtatute. Per- 
haps, even in theſe caſes, it would be better for the commu- 
nity if ſome othet mode of recompence could be given. 
It was true that in the laſt twenty years, ſeven or eight 
patents had been prolonged by Ack of Parliament. Lord 
Auckland ſtated them, and argued that they were all diſtin- 
guiſhable from the preſent caſe: If, however, they had gone 
the full length of Marſhal Conway's claim, he ſhould {till 
inſiſt that they were proofs of too much facility in Parlia- 
ment, and that the deciſion of 1794 was the deciſion proper 
to be abided by. The dilemma in all the caſes is this: If the 
invention is good, it will be amply compenſated by the mo- 
nopoly of fourteen years, and therefore ought not to be ex- 
tended; if it is not good, it ought not to have an extraordi- 
. nary encouragement. The dilemma is ſtill ſtronger in another 
hape: If the invention is not good, it is an impoſition on 
the Public to give a Parliamentary ſanction to it; if it is 
good, it is already the veſted and eventual property of the 
Public at tke end of the ſirſt fourteen years, and it is an in- 
jury and detriment to the Public to reſume it. h | 
Sir Richard Arkwright had tried in vain” during two years 
(1782 and 1783), to obtain a ſhort prolongation. of the pa- 
tents for his very valuable inventions. It was ſacceſsfully re- 
liſted by ſeveral petitions on the ground that “ ſuch a Bill 
would give ſtability to a monopoly prejudicial to the manu- 
factures and commerce of the country, by leaving to all other 
kingdoms the unlimited uſe. of machines, which would in 
England alone be thereby confined to the arhitrarp diſpoſal 
of one man only.“ 
It remained only to advert to the particular Bill before the 
| Houſe, It ſtated no ſpecific ground or claim of favour-: A 
ſpecific ground had been ſtated by Meſſis. Kendrew and Port- 


| houſe, but was not ſuffered to be gone into, It came ſor- 


wards within eight months of the expiration of the patent; 
and when, if the invention is ſo uſeful as it is alleged to 
be, many perſons. may have made preparations at à great ex- 
pence to avail themſelves of it. The Bill is liable to a pecu- 
liar objection on the part of Scotland: The patent for that 
country was not paſſed till five years after the Engliſh patent; 
Its legality then is at leaſt doubtful; and yet the Bill in 
| $ FINES to deen the me as to o Logland. 
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| He would once more aſk, on what ground of conſiſtency 


or decency, could their Lordſhips diſtinguiſh this caſe from 


the caſe of Kendrew and Porthouſe ? Every point of differ- 
ence between the tavo Bills was in favouz of the manufactu- 
rers, and decidedly againſt the Field Marſhal. Seven years 
only of Kendrew's patent were elapſed ; fourteen years of 
Marſhal Conway's : The former aſked only ten ous addi- 
tional term; the latter aſked twenty years. 

It was not his wiſh to lay too ſerious a ſtreſs on a queſtion 
10 limited in its immediate importance and bearings: : It had, 


however, been repeatedly ſaid in the late debates, it had been 


forcibly and juſtly, ſaid, that the ſalvation of this country, 


and eventually of the whole ſocial ſyſtem in Europe, depends 


on the reſpect. of the people for Parliament. He thanked 


God, that amidſt the, trials and calamities of the times, the 


two Howſes pofleſs, and in his conſcience he thought that 

they deſerved the ſull and cordial confidence of their country. 

It was his wiſh that the ſame ſentiment odd remain unim- 
| painen) he had no other object. 


Lord Harrowby declared, on the part of the cen and | 


reſpeckable Perſon intereſted i in the Bill, that he was far from 
_ defiring that any perſonal conſiderations for him ſhould in 
the ſmalleſt degree influence their Lordſhips deciſions, re- 
ſpecting either the principle or clauſes. of the Bill. That 
Hon. Gentleman wiſhed the merits of his application to 
the Legiſlature, in this inſtance, to be fairly and impartially 
diſcuſſed, and was prepared cheerfully to ſubmit to its deci- 


ſion, confident that it would not reject his application upon 


flight and trivial grounds. Lord Harrowby having done 
Marſhal Canway this juſtice, ſaid, he muſt differ from the 


Noble Lord who had aſſigned. his venſong tor objecting to the 


Bill. He regarded the Bill in a very different view, and did 
not admit that all the Noble Lord's reaſons could fairly be urg- 
ed as objeCtions, Let their Lordſhips candidly. conſider the 
nature of the caſe z an invention is diſcovered, which all who 


have tried it, agree to be a molt valuable one, becauſe in 
the higheſt degree uſeful to various important proceſſes of. 


manufacture; from the nature of the invention, its becomin 

a matter of general adoption was neither probable nor practi- 
cable. It neceſſarily requires time before it can be brought into 
operation, and it is attended with conſiderable expence in the 


outlet; two circumſtances. that of themſelves, throw a qiſſicul- 
ty in its way. Convinced of its utility, the inventor ſpares 


no expence reſpecting it, and juſt on the expiration of bis 
[gt finds. þinifell ſome. thouſands out of pocket. That 
eing the {fare of the fact, would ny one e of their Lordfhips 
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 fay, that the preſent application for a prolongation of the pa- 
tent was unreaſonable, and that the Houſe's concurring with 
the Houſe of Commons in granting it, was to be conſidered in 


any other light than as a matter of juſtice? The object of 


granting a patent for a new invention, was twofold, to remu- 


nerate the inventor for his ingenuity, and to obtain the know- 


ledge of the invention for the uſe and advantage ef the Pub- 

lic. The firſt being the ground of application, it was ge- 
nerally preſumed that by the time the patent expired, the 
inventor would have derived an adequate reward. In the pre- 
ſent caſe, as he had ſtated to their Lordfſhips, the inventor had 


not only failed in obtaining a reward, but not having been re- 
imburſed his expences, would be a conſiderable lofer, if the 


Bill did not paſs. His Lordſhip faid, it ſomewhat ſurpriſed. 
| Him to hear the Noble Lord mention what had paſſed in the caſe 


VP: 


of the application for a prolongation of a patent laſt ſeſſion, 
which had been rejected. He owned he had not expected to 
hear that urged as a ground of objection on the preſent occaſion, 
becauſe the circumſtances of the two cafes were by no means 
analogous, but widely different. The patent reſpecting which 
a Bill had been brought before their Lordſhips laſt year, had 


ſeven years unexpired, and various petitions were preſented 


_ againlt it; whereas there was no petition preſented againſt the 


preſent Bill, but there were many recommendations of the 


merit and utility of the invention. His Lordſhip added othey 


* 


reafons in its ſupport. 9 FETLEDS 5 
- The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack, and began a very in- 
telligent and informing ſpeech on the ſubject, with obſerving 
that it was always an unpleaſant thing, where buſineſs, which 


had been expected to come on earlier in the day, was delayed 


tp a later hour * than it had been imagined it would be pro- 


tracted to, to rife and enter into reaſons againſt a Bill of a ſort 


generally conſidered as a matter to be looked at favourably with 


reſpect to the party intereſted. His duty, however, obliged 
him to ſtate what weighed in his mind, as inſuperable reaſons 
againſt. the preſent Bill, and indeed as ſtrong grounds of ob- 

jection againſt all extenſion of patent rights; and thoſe rea- 


ſons he would ſtate on the preſent occaſion as ſhortly as poſ- 


fible. Towards the end of the reign of Elizabeth, and in the 
. commencement of the reign of James the Firſt, great num- 


bers of patents were granted by the Crown, till the abuſe be- 
came ſo notorious that it provoked an inquiry in the Houſe 


The Houſe had been fitting in a Cammittee of Privileges, to hear the 
evidence and arguments on the claim to the Barony of Chandos, till pal 
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of Commons. In the courſe of the inveſtigation there, it was 
| ſound that ſo many patents had paſſed the Great Seal, and that 
the power'of granting them had been ſo much abuſed, that 
one Member ſtood up in his place, and gravely aſked to ſee the 
patent for making bread, When the Member was told, that 
after due ſearch, the patent for making bread could not be 
found, he expreſſed his ſurpriſe how it could poſſibly happen, 
when the art of making almoſt every thing was ſecured to 
ſome individual or other by patent, that of making bread could 
ung eſcaped. The conſequence of the inquiry was, 
that a Bill was immediately brought in to take away from the 
Crown the right of granting patents, but which reſerved to 
the Legiſlature the right of granting patents for fourteen 
years, for ſuch new diſcoveries and inventions as were real, 
and promiſed to prove uſeful; but the condition of every 
grant of a patent under the Bill was, the inventor was to give 
in a ſpecification of the nature and principles of his invention, 
on oath, That Bill paſſed the Legiſlature, and was the Act of 
James the Firſt, under the authority of which the preſent ap- 
plication was made. Having ſtated this hiſtory off the origin 


of the ſtatute, his Lordſhip proceeded to notice the inſtances 
of patents prolonged within the laſt five-and-twenty years; 

and firſt he mentioned that of Meſſrs. Watt and Boulton, for 
the conſtruction of a new ſteam engine, in 1769. To under- 
ſtand the grounds on which this prolongation of a patent ob- 


tained, it was neceſſary that their Lordſhips ſhould be apprized 
of the circumſtances which led to it they were theſe: Mr. 
Watt, the original inventor of the ſteam engine, was a man of 
talents and of great mathematical ſcience z but, as many men 
of ſuperior genius were, he was poor. He had not therefore 
the money in his power, that was neceſſary to carry his inven- 
tion into execution. He looked about, therefore, for perſons 
of ſufficient means to aſſiſt him, and connected himfelf with 
a man, extremely plauſible, who pretended to have great in- 
| tereſt with the coal-owners, and to poſſeſs a large capital; but 

in the end, he found he had been perfectly deluded by that 
perſon, as he had neither the fortune nor the intereſt that he had 

perſuaded Mr. Watt to believe he had. The man was at laſt 
obliged to decamp, and the whole time of the patent had been 
waſted and thrown away. Mr. Watt then applied for a pro- 
longation of his patent in his own name and that of Mr. Boul- 
ton, a gentleman well known to their Lordfhips, and indeed to 
moſt men, and who had a capital and the neceffary connexions 
to enable him to carry Mr. Watt's invention into immediate 
execution. On full proof of theſe facts, the patent was renews 
ed; but it would have been far better for the Public to have 
FTF. 5 33 given 
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given Mr. Watt a remuneration for his ingenuity, to any ex” 
tent, even go; oo0l. than that the patent ſhould have been re- 


newed; and he would ſtate the reaſon why he made that aſſer- 


tion: After the patent had been prolonged, a diſcovery was 
made, that the principle of the ſteam engine might be applied, 
with leſs heavy work, and at conſiderably leſs expence. The 


perſon who made this diſcovery, went to a diſtant ccunty, in 


hopes of making ſome advantage of it. He there was em- 
ployed by the miners, and ſeveral engines on the new light 


conſtruction were ſet up in different mines. This had not 


long obtained, ere Mr. Boulton heard of it, and applied to 
the Court of Chancery (where all queſtions relative to pa- 
tents are litigated) for an injunction to ſtop the further 


Working of the engines in Cornwall, as they were ſo many 


invaſions of his patent: The fact being ſo, the Court was 


obliged to ſhut up all the mines in which theſe light ſteam 


engines had been erected, to the great loſs and injury of the 
owners and the Public. | | ee: FE; | 
His Lordſhip next mentioned the grounds on which the 


patents had been renewed and prolonged to Mr. Hartley for his 
won plates to houſes in 1777; to the Earl of Dundonald, for 


making coal-tar varniſh, vegetable alkali, &c. in 1785, and 
Mr. Turner for a yellow colour; from whence it appeared, 
that there were cogent reaſons alleged, and proved, in each 


particular caſe, ſufficient to take them out of the ordinary line 
of application for the renewal and extenſion of patents. He re- 


minded the Houſe of the principle on which all patents were 
granted, and the condition of the bargain which the patentee 


made with the Public, as the compenſation for being permitted 
to hold the fole monopoly of his invention, for fourteen years. 
The patentee, in the firſt inſtance, muſt apply for g patent for 
ſome invention that was actually and ben fide. new and un- 
diſcovered before, or at leaſt not before put in practice; he 


muſt alſo give in a ſpecification, on oath, of the principles of 


his invention, which was lodged in the proper office, and 
where any perſon might obtain a copy of it for a ſhilling. It 
it afterwards turned out that it was not a ven invention, but 
bad been before adopted, the patent was null and void to all 


intents and purpoſes. His Lordſhip mentioned a caſe of a pa- 


tent being of late years rendered null and declared void, 


which was diſcuſſed before him in the Court of Chancery. It 


was the, caſe of Mr. Argand's lamp. Mr. Argand obtained 
a patent for that invention, and after it had paſſed, it was 
proved that a lamp of an ingenious ſtructure had been ſome 


time fince brought from Paris, where it was' much talked of as 
a curious invention; it fell into the hands of Mr. . EI 
4 | a Re A foreign 
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foreign gentleman, a man of ingenuity, and with a particu- 
lar turn for mechanics; he took it to a brazier's in Picca- 
dilly, and aſked him if he thought he could make one like it? 
The man ſaid he would try, and it was left with him, and he 
made one; adding, 5 Mr. Magellan's directions, a tube of 
claſs to confine the flame, and convey the ſmoke. Mr. Magel- 
lan had no idea of making any profit or advantage by it, but 
the tradeſman was ſo pleaſed with his work, that he made 
others, three in all, and ſold them. When this was found 
out, they were made in common, and Mr. Argand applied for 
an injunction to the Court of Chancery; but on an inveſtiga- 
tion of the eircumſtances, the patent was declared null and 
void. Indeed it was impoſſible to do otherwiſe, becauſe, al- 
though it was ſhewn. that the original lamp brought from 
Paris, was itſelf invented by Mr. Argand, yet as it was prov- 
ed, that a tradeſman in London had made one, and fold it 
openly in a public ſhop; before the patent was obtained, Mr. 
Argand's invention was not, at the time that the patent paſſed, 
new in this country. His Lordſhip aſſured the Houſe, that he 
ſpoke the ſerious. conviction of his mind, when he declared 
that if they paſſed this Bill, he thought they could never re- 
fuſe another application of the kind; it would be wiſe, there- 
fore, to bring in a Bill to repeal the Act of James the Firſt at 
once, and grant patents in the manner in which it had been 
uſual for the Crown to grant them before the ſtatute became 
a law; becauſe it would be ſafer to truſt to the diſcretion and 
prudence of the Attorney General, the Law Officers, and the 
Great Seal, who held a reſponſibility for what they did, and 
would not raſhly or unadvifedly put the great ſeal to a patent, 
than thus looſely, and as a matter of courſe, prolong patents, 
and fraudulently deprive the Public of their undoubted right to 
the uſe of every invention after the fourteen years had expired 
for which the patent was granted. With regard to the ſecond 
patent, that for Scotland, his Lordſhip ſaid, he was clearly of 
opinion that the patent was illegal; becauſe it commenced five _ 
years after the patent for England had paſſed, whereas they 
ought to have run an equal race, and ſtarted together, elſe 
how could that be deemed a new invention in the Scotch pa- 
tent, a ſpecification of the principles of which had lain in the 
office for five. years, and a copy of it might have been had for 
a ſhilling ? After ſome further arguments, to ſhew that it was 
eſſential to all patents that an invention ſhould be new, and in 
proof that nothing had been made out in the preſent caſe, to 
warrant the Houſe in countenancing the prolongation in 
queſtion, his Lordſhip concluded with declaring that he ſhould | 
feel himſelf obliged to vote againſt the commitment of the Bill. 
The Duke of Richmond agreed with his Noble Friend who 
i N e AE} 
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had ſpoken ſecond in the debate, that it was by no means the 
wiſh of the individual immediately intereſted in the Bill, to have 
any thing done with it contrary to the ſenſe of their Lordſhips, 
from any perſonal conſideration to him. His Grace ſaid, he 
ſuppoſed that every invention for which a patent was applied 
for, reſted on its own. merits, and it muſt be allowed that 
the merits of one invention were neceſſarily extremely 
different from thoſe of others. The invention which 
was the ſubje of the preſent Bill, was of great import- 
ance and great public advantage. It had coſt the patentee, 
in the proceſs of it, an immenſe ſum, the whole of which 
he was as yet out of pocket. Patents had been granted un- 
doubtedly for inventions of infinitely leſs importance and 
advantage to the Public. Mr. Boulton, for inſtance, who 
was known to be a very able man in particular branches of me- 
chanics, had obtained a patent for making a ſpring to a buckle, 
_ which certainly was ingenious, but extremely trifling and in- 
ſignificant in point of importance and utility, compared with 
the invention under their Lordſhips conſideration, one great 
object of which, among a variety of others, was to convert 
coal into coke, which coke ſold for more when made, th:n 
the coal from which it was made coſt originally. Another 
matter to be conſidered was, a long proceſs muſt be gone 
through before the patentee could derive any. profit, large 
ovens were to be built, various regiſters to be conſtructed, and 
much time muſt conſequently be ſpent, and confiderable ex- 
pences incurred, before any return could be obtained. The 
cafe was very different with many other inventions for. which 
patents had been granted. With reſpect to Mr. Boulton's ſpring 
to a buckle, when the Bill for his patent had received the royal 
aſſent, the invention was upon ſale, and returned a profit next 
day. With regard to the importance of this invention, his 
Grace ſaid it was ſelf-eyident, and had been acknowledged 
wherever it was tried. One was at work at Brentford, in a 
very extenſive manufactory, which had been greatly admired 
for its principle. Another had been adopted at Chelſea 
Water-works. It was true it had been left off, but not from 
any fault that was found with the engine, but for other and 
very different reaſons. With regard to the objections ſtated 
by the Noble Lord who opened the debate, the argument of 
that Noble Lord, and of the Noble and Learned Lord on the 
woolſack, went the length of declaring that the Houſe ought 
in no poſſible caſe whatever to interſere in favour of 
patentees. As to what had fallen from the Noble and 
Learned Lord on the woolſack, relative to what happened be- 
fore him in Chancery, reſpecting Argand's lamp, he did not. 
preſume to differ on points of law from ſuch rl | 


* > 


be eſtabliſhed and proved, 
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but he could not think the decree given in that caſe was quite 


neceffary, becauſe the lamp which the Noble and Learned Lord 


| had ſtated to have been brought from Paris, was likewiſe of 
Argand's invention, and the principle was not explained 


till the ſpecification was delivered in upon oath under the pa- 
tent. Nor could he on the ſudden agree, that the patent for 


' Scotland, on the ſubject of the invention protected by the 
Bill before their Lordſhips, was illegal. If that were ſo clearly 
the caſe, as the Noble and Learned Lord ſeemed to imagine, it 

ſtruck him that it would have been diſcovered before; but that 


circumſtance might be inquired into in the Committee, and 
the facts as to the utility of the invention, the amount of the 
money expended by the Field Marſhal, and the loſs ſuſtained, 


| Lord Hawkeſbury ſaid he would confine himſelf to one point; 
he felt it his duty to oppoſe the Bill, but on no other principle 
than that general one on which he oppoſed every patent Bill in 


the firſt inſtance. He thought them miſchievous in the ex- 


treme, becauſe they damped and checked the induſtry of the 


Engliſh ſubjects, at the ſame time that they benefited foreign 
countries, Letland, and Ireland, from the moment that they 


paſſed. The only reſtriction they impoſed was on the people 
of this iſland. The bad policy of ſuch a principle was ob- 


vious. His Lordſhip ſaid, applications had often been made 


to him at the Board at which he had the honour to ſit, to beg : 
him to ſuppreſs the ſpecifications of the principles of inven- 


tions, and keep them ſecret. ' The people of Birmingham, in 
particular, had frequently applied, and ſaid the making the 


ſpecification acceſſible, operated in favour of foreign artiſts, 
and was peculiarly injurious to them. The lawyers had uni- 
formly given their opinion, that the ſpecifications could not be 


ſuppreſſed, becauſe, if that were the caſe, it would be impoſ- 


ſible to decide upon any trials of queſtions that aroſe upon al- 
legations of invaſions of the patent rights of any man who had 
obtained a patent for his invention or diſcovery. While there. 
fore the copy of a ſpecification could be obtained for a ſhil- 


ling, the evils he had ſtated againſt the induſtry of this coun- 
try, would continue; and therefore, as a friend to the arts, 
and to Engliſh ingenuity, he ſhould hold it wiſe, and matter 
of ſound policy, to put an end to any further grants of patents, 
and on that principle he ſhould feel it his duty to oppoſe the Bill. 
1 Earl. of Guildford obſerved, that the Noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt had kept his word, and conſined himſelf to a gene- 
ral objection to the principle of all patents. That, however, 


he conceived was not the queſtion before their Lordſhips; 


they were to conſider, as matters ſtood at preſent, whether, in 


the particular inſtance under conſideration, the patent * 


„ 


* r 


9 


222 Woobrall's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. : - [Lozys, 
be prolonged, under the circumſtances that were ſtated; and 


would be proved and eſtabliſhed in a Committee ? It mattered 


not, in fact, to the preſent Bill, whether the principles laid 


down by the Noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, were right or not. 
He would aſk the Noble Lord who opened the debate, 
whether he really apprehended: that any commercial miſ- 


chief would reſult from locking up the preſent invention in 
the hands of the inventor? With regard to the Scotch patent 


being illegal, that might be inquired into in the Committee; 


but he ſhould ſcarcely think that the Attorney General, and the 
other law officers of the Crown, and the Lord Chancellor, would 


have ſuffered the great ſeal to have been put to an illegal patent. 
The Earl of Carliſle ſaid; he would take up a very few 


minutes of their Lordſhips time. The only argument that 
had fallen from a Noble and Learned Lord that had received 

no anſwer; was, if the Houſe paſſed the preſent Bill, their 

Lordſhips would be inſurmountably hampered whenever ano- 

ther application for the extenſion of à patent came before 


them; and had in fact better repeal the Act of James the 
Firſt at once, and truſt to the Attorney and Solicitor General 
and Keeper of the Great Seal, who were, and would be, 
reſponſible for all the patents they put the great ſeal to. The 


Earl ſaid, he could anſwer this argument by po that 
wherever it could be made out that an invention was o 


effen- 
tial-ſeryice to the Public, and that the patentee had not been 
remunerated, but, on the contrary, had been confiderably out 


of pocket; he would uniformly conſent to a prolongation of 


his patent. A circumſtance, peculiarly in favour of the pre- 


ſent 8 in his judgment, was, that it was juſt on the 


eve of expiring. He thought, where a patent had ſeven or 
more years to run, and the patentee applied to have it pro- 
Jonged, on the ground that he feared he ſhould be a loſer at 


the end of the firſt fourteen years (as had been the caſe with 
the prolongation of the term of a patent applied for and re- 
jected laſt ſeſſion); it. was fair to ſay, Lou are premature 
in your concluſion—it may turn out otherwiſe—at leaſt, we 
will not grant your application, till the fact be better aſ- 
certained. In the preſent inſtance, the patent was within a 
few months of its expiration; and the fact, that the patentee 


was a conſiderable loſer, could be eſtabliſhed, as a matter not 


of mere ſpeculation and chance, but as a certainty un- 


queſtionable,., Lord Carhſle alſo called on Lord Auckland, to 
know. whether he really thought any commercial miſchief 


would be the conſequence of prolonging the patent of the 
Field Marſhal, in the manner applied for under the preſent Bill. 


Lord Aucbland replied, that he could not adopt the idea of 


| the Noble Lord (Lord Harrowby), who had ſpoken firſt in 


anſwer 
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anſwer to him, and had argued it to be a favourable circum- 
ſtance in the preſent caſe,” that the patent was in the four - 
teenth year, and nearly expiring: He continued to think, that 
the nearer the Public were arrived to the enjoyment of what 


was to become public property, the more cautious ſhould be 
the Legiſlature in conſenting to poſtpone a beneficial right. 
On the other hand, he did not inſiſt, as a Noble Duke (the 
Duke of Richmond) ſeemed to attribute to him or to the 


Chancellor, that the Houſe ſhould in no poſſible caſe interfere 
in favour of patentees. Special caſes might exiſt: But he 
had not heard of any ſpecial circumſtances in the preſent caſe. 


The two Noble Earls (Lords Guildford and Carliſle) had 


called on him to ſay, whether he.really apprehended that any 
commercial miſchief could reſult from locking up the preſent 
invention in the hands of the inventor ? He was not prepared 
to ſay that there could. But he conceived that much com- 
mercial miſchief might reſult from a bad precedent, which 
would open the door to every application on the ſlighteſt 
grounds. Upon the whole, he muſt take the ſenſe of the 
Houſe ; becauſe he wiſhed to mark his decided opinion againſt 
a meaſure which he could not reconcile to his ſenſe of law, juſ- 
ſtice, policy, commercial expediency, conſiſtency, and decorum. 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, not, he ſaid, cer- 
tainly to enter again into argument, but to aſk leave to change 
the motion, which was, as it ſtood at preſent, ©& that the Bill 
be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe? whereas, 
he found that the uſual practice with all ſuch Bills was, © that 
they be committed.? © © - R 
On the queſtion the Houſe divided, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS: 
Iuuxspav, May 14. s E 
The Speaker having taken the chair, took the earlieſt oppor- 
ns returning thanks to the Houſe, for the indulgence 
which had been ſhewn to him on Monday, on account of his 
indiſpoſition; and expreſſed his regret that he ſhould have 
been the accidental cauſe of any delay in the progreſs of pub- 
lic buſineſs.  _ | | 4 0 


Mr. Whitbread gave notice, that he ſhould at ſome future 


day, move for leave to bring in a Bill for the purpoſe of regu- 
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in the kingdom at Midſummer next. 
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lating a mode of obtaining returns from pariſh officers, ſo as 
Laa the quantity of grain which ſhall have been ſown 


Mr. Ea moved, that-the Bill for preventi ing che en 
of poor perſons until they ſhall become actually chargeable, 


be taken into further conſideration” on n e, 


dered. | 
TRADE TO AND FROM INDIA. © 


Mr. 8 Dundas ſaid, that in conſequence of the num- 


ber of ſhips Britiſh built, now in the ſervice of Government, 


which before had been in the India trade, it was neceflary ſome 
meaſures ſhould be ſpeedily adopted to ſupply the defects on 
this head; he would therefore move, That the Houſe do re- 
ſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to take the 


fame into conſideration. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf ect when a reſolution to 


the following effect paſſed, the Committee, © That it is the 


opinion of this Committee, that goods be imported and ex- 
ported to and "om India Ang China in certain. ups not Britiſh 


built.“ 


© TROOPS FROM THE CONTINENT, | 
Colonel Maitland moved, That there be laid 1 00 ke 


Houſe an account of the number of effective men belonging 


to the infantry laſt returned into this e as bog as the 


| return can be made up. .—Ordered. 


HIS MA \JESTY'S MESSAGE ON THE PRINCE OF WALES'S | 
ESTABLISHMENT, &c. 


"The Chontellasref the Exchequer moved thw/Otder of the Dix = 


for taking into conſideration the Meſſage from his Majeſty, 


relative to the eſtabliſnment of their Royal Highneſſes the 
Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and to the liquidation of the 
debts of the Prince. | 

Mr. Huſſey moved, that the enten Reports of the Com- 


miſſioners appointed to inquire into, conſider, and report on 
the ſtate of the foreſt and other lands belonging to the Crown, 


be referred to the Committee upon this meſſage. 

The Chancellor of the 2 *xchequer ſaid, he did not mean to 
diſcuſs the ſubject of the diſpoſition of theſe lands at that 
time. He muſt, nevertheleſs, object to this motion, as he 


ſaw no neceſſary connexion between that ſubject and the one 


about to be ſubmitted. to the conſideration of the Houſe, 


which was an eſtabliſnment for his Royal Highneſs the Prince 


of Wales. Theſe two objeAs were ſurely of importance _ 


MIGHT to call for ſeparate and Wet conſiderations. Is 
| WIT. 


Fi 
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Mr. Huſſey referred to the Act of Parliament of the firſt 
of Queen Anne, chap. vii. which being read, he obſerved, 
that ſuch was the ſenſe of the country one hundred years ago 
in reſpect to the aid of the civil liſt, and it proved the ſubject 
of the foreſt and Crown lands, and that of provifion for all 
the branches of the Royal Family of this country, to be 
cloſely. connected. Out of theſe lands a revenue might be 
had, not only for the purpoſe of maintaining the eſtabliſn- 
ment of the Prince of Wales, but alſo of alleviating the bur- 
dens of the people. Eight years ago the Committee had made 
a report upon the ſubject of theſe lands, and he was of _ 
nion they ought to be fold; therefore he had moved that 
theſe” Reports ſhould be referred to the Committee on his 
Majeſty's Meſſage, as worthy of the moſt ſerious conſideration. 
| Theſe lands had never produced above 6000l. a year, although - 
they might be improved to the amount of 400,000). a year. 
On that account this appeared to him to be a proper fund 
for the purpoſes above mentioned, and therefore he wiſhed 
the matter to be referred to a Committee. He wiſhed to 
have an eſtabliſhment for the Prince, and a relief from his 
embarraſſments, obtained in an handſome way, without bur- 
dening the people, and he ſaw none that was ſo likely to do 
ſo, and at the ſame time relieve the people of ſome of their 
burdens, as this of the ſale of the Crown lands. As a ground 
to eſtabliſh what he ſaid, he wiſhed to refer to theſe Reports, 
and the Houſe to judge of them. If he was ſtopped in /imine, - 
the fault was not his. If the Houſe and the Public were of 
opinion that theſe lands ſhould remain as they are, he muſt. 
be ſatisfied. He had done his: duty in bringing the ſubject 
forward, and he wiſhed to ſay nothing more upon the ſub- 
je!!! alt ee Fre? | | £53-4h e 
| ¶ Mr. Burden and My. Duncombe interrupted Mr. Huſſey 
in the courſe of his ſpeaking, with a queſtion as to his object 
in wiſhing to have the Reports referred to the Committee: 
His explanation is given in the above account of his ſpeech. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer aſſured the Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Huſſey) that for his part he had not the ſmalleſt objec- 
tion-to.letting the Crown lands, &c. go to the benefit of the 
Public; but as he could not poſſibly ſee any natural or ne- 
ceſſary connexion between the Hon. Gentleman's motion and 
the King's Meſſage, he would oppoſe it. In the conſide ration 
of the latter, two things were to be attended to, namely, the 
eſtabliſhment of the Prince's houſehold, and his preſent im- 
menſe embarraſſments, none of which the plan ſuggeſted would 
at prefent' promote or remedy. The Hon. Gentleman has 
ſaid, that he wiſhed not to burden the people; but would the 
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taking away the foreſt lands from them be not a burden? If 
cultivated, he has alſo ſaid, that they would annually produce 
a conſiderable ſum, without conſidering that ſuch income is 
merely contingent and remote. If, then, this be the caſe, the 
liquidation of the debt is not likely to receive any immediate 
ſuccour from ſuch ſale or improvement, and it muſt be de- 


rived from ſome other channel. As tò the Act of the firſt of 


Anne, he denied that it could be deduced from it that the 
foreſts, &c. were ſubject to be made liable to ſupply the de- 
ficiency of the civib liſt; and if the Houſe would go to alie- 


nate them, they would do wrong. In confequence of the 
management of Crown lands, different Bills have from time 
to time been brought into the Houſe, all of which were of 


very important conſideration. The ſtructure of our navy 


ought to be ever the primary conſideration of the Houſe when 


this ſubject comes before it, and whenever that ſfiould hap- 
pen, he thought it ought to be in a ſeparate Committe. 


Mr. Fox admitted that he might perhaps be prejudiced 


upon this ſubject, in conſequence of the ſhare he had taken 
in ſome diſcuſſions upon it, and the opinions he had then 
delivered. From the ſtatute of Queen Anne it was clear that 
theſe lands were applicable to the making a proviſion for the 
Royal Family. Something additional, he ſuppoſed, was in- 
tended to be given to the Prince of Wales; and if ſo, it be- 
hoved the Houſe, in a moment of exigency like the preſent, 


to look at the reſources of the country, and in that view he 
thought the Reports in queſtion ought to be examined. If it 
ſhould be more convenient to raiſe this additional income, 
aud perhaps in ſome degree to relieve the Public, by the alie- 


nation of the Crown lands, he thought they ſhould be alie- 


nated. He was convinced that a landed eſtate for the King 


of Great Britain was in no way a beneficial eſtate' for the 
people; for it tended to increaſe an influence already too 


great, namely, the influence of the Crown. Under all the 
tai hm !.... only 3 ar args 

Ar. Eaft declared himſelf ſorry that the motion had been 
made, becauſe it tended to bring on a diſcuffion which was 
not before the Houſe. They had not yet ſaid that they would 


views in which he faw the ſubject, he was led to agree to 


lock into the incumbrances of his Royal Highneſs, and there- 


fore to agree to any motion that went to appropriate a fund 


for the diſcharge of them was WG If the Houſe ſhould 


to inquire into the incumbrances he mentioned, they 


mould examine them ticeply, and look at them over and over 
again before they came to any determination upon them. He 
was therefore againſt this motion, s. 


8 
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Mr. Fox. begged it to be underſtood that he did not mean 
to conſider the Houle as pledged to do any thing with regard 
to the incumbrances of his Royal Highneſs ; that would be 
matter for future conſideration. He had ſaid.a few words 

with regard to the additional income of his Royal Highneſs, 
becauſe he never heard any ber yet ay, he thought it 
would be improper. 

Mr. Grey was againſt the motion. - The queſtion that nighe 
was to be what, under the circumſtances of the country, 
would be fit to grant to his Royal Highneſs? When the in- 
cumbrances came before the Houſe, this motion would be pro- 
per; but it was not ſo i in his WN in the rn ſtage of 
the proceeding. 

Mr. Ryder ſaid, 8 the motion of the Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Hufſey) might as well be introduced in any other Com- 
mittee, and was entirely againſt its being conſidered collgerally 


with the King's Meſſage. 


Mr. William Smit interrogated Mr. Pitt as to a word 


that had fallen from him in the courſe of the converſation. -. . 


Mr. Martin approved of the principle of the motion, and 


hoped it would be brought forward at a future time. 

Mr, M. Robinſon agreed that there was no connexion be⸗ 
tween the Reports and the ſubject of the Prince of Wales's 
eſtabliſhment and debts; but ſtill he would ſapport Mr. Huſ- 
ſey s motion, becauſe he thought it a proper meaſure As 
from the preſent queſtion. 1 ED 


Mr. Burdon ſaid a few words. 
. Colonel Macleod wiſhed the Public to reflect that the Pins. 


cela the Exchequer had been miniſter of this country, and 
had loſt to the Public upon one article the difference between 
Goool. and 400,000l. a year; for if the Crown lands might be 
made to produce that ſum, the miniſter muſt have neglected 
his duty in not making them produce it. | 

The motion was then negatived. 

The. queſtion being put for going into a Committee, 

Mr. Mainwaring de ſired to know of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer what the Houſe would be pledged to if it conſented 


to the Speaker leaving the chair. — There were two points to 


be conſidered, as he underſtood : The eſtabliſhment, and the in- 
cumbrances of his Royal Highneſs, He withed to know if the 
Houſe would be pledged to go into both, if the Committee was 
agreed to, or whether Members could ſay, © We will go thus 
far, but no farther 2 —He faid, he aſked Os becauſe he had 
not made up his mind upon che ſubject. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer conceived, that the motion. 


itlelf was an anferer to the Hon. Gentleman's queſtion, The 
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Wo Committee was to take his Majeſty's Meſſage into conſider- 
1 ation, and then every Gemleman would take what fhare he 
1 8 pleaſed „ Oo IO IST 
= The quieffion being put aud carried, the Houſe reſolved it- 


felf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, Mr. Steele, in the 
if Chat, having read his Majeſty's Meffape, i Eo 
: - The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the object recom- 
1 mended in his Majeſty's Meflage had already been the ſubje& 

Mi ol ſome obſervation that day. He was perſuaded that if he 


{ | could a nes ſeparate one part of the ſubje& from the 
| other, as he thought eventually he muſt do, in the vote he 
| mould propoſe, he would meet the unanimous wiſh of the 
: Houſe. Upon one part of it he flattered himſelf there would 
bf Hardly be a difference of ſentiment z as the general object was 
5 one in which they were all united. He was perſuaded, while 

[| he looked at the power of the public purfe, and while he con- 
Ty ſidered that he was to apply for an eſtabliſhment to be ſettled 
| : on the Prince of Wales, after the happy event of his union 
with a Princeſs of the Houfe of Brunſwick ; when he reflect- 
ed on the bleſſings the nation had continued to enjoy under 
that illuſttious family, of which this Princeſs was a branch, 
that there was but one general ſentiment felt by Engliſhmen, 
and that they would be unanimous in their determination to 
fupport the dignity and ſplendour of the Prince and his Royal 
confort. This was a diſpoſition which world ariſe ont of the 
ſentiment, he had almoſt ſaid the inſtin, of the people of 
this country, and he was affured, that any application that 
was made to ſupport the ſplendour of the Houſe of 
Brunſwick would never be unſucceſsful. That Houſe 
Had on every occaffon ſhewn its readineſs to protect the 
| yon of true . and to have always in view the real 
happineſs of its ſubjects. He muſt lay it down as a general 
ground reſulting from reſſection on the hiftory of paſt ages, 
as well as from a confideration of many recent circamſtances, 
that in the days in which they lived, it was the immediate in- 
tereſt of every defcription of the people to ſupport the ftrength, 
to maintain the honour and neceſſary dignity and ſplendour, 
not only of the Britiſh monarchy, but alfo of every branch of 
the Royal Family. What we gave to them for theſe purpoſes, 
we gave in reality to ourſelyes: This he did not mean to be 
done by a profligate waſte of the public treaſure, but by a 
prudent ute of it; and in allowing an handfome ſhare of the 
property of the nation for ſuch a purpoſe, they had always 
been amply repaid by the ſecurity it gave them for a con- 
tinuance of thoſe bleſlings they enjoyed under that ſyſtem of 
government, the centre of which was monarchy—a ſyſtem, 
5 | 7 Wich, 
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which, notwithſtanding all the idle theories of modern pre- 
tenders, and all the attempts that had been made to bring it 
into diſrepute; compriſed in it all that they had ſeen, not only 


of dignity and force, but alſo of protection to liberty, and 


every thing that could be eſteemed moſt valuable in a well-re+ 
gulated ſtate.» Theſe were conſiderations which, he was fure, 


would guide the vote of the Hhuſe, on the queſtion of the 
eſtabliſhment to be made for their Royal Highneſles the 


Prince and Princeſs of Wales. 5 

If that were the only queſtion to be brought before the 
Houſe, he ſhould have confined the vote which he had to pro» 
poſe to what, according to his view of the ſubject, came diſ- 


tinctly within that principle. But, while che was aware of that 


being deſireable, he was bound in candour to ſay that he had 


other topics to bring forward much leſs agreeable to his on 


feelings. Theſe topics, however, he ſnould keep as ſeparate 
and diſtin& as poſſible from the other queſtion. For that rea- 


ſon he ſhould not that day propoſe any proviſion to be yoted 
ſor the diſcharge of the incumbrances of his Royal-Highneſs: 


It was his duty however to ſtate the circumſtances of theſe 
incumbrances. He wiſhed to God he could do. otherwile; 


It would be more to his ſatisfaction, more to the ſatisfaction of 
every man in that Houſe, and he believed more to the ſatiſ- 


faction of every man in this country, that the part to which 
he alluded could have been avoided ; but fince it unfortunately 


exiſted, the ſame ſentiments which their duty and their in- 


clination led them to agree to ſupport the ſplendour of the 
Throne by an eſtabliſhment, led them all to wiſh that incum- 
brances ſhould not be permitted to affect its credit; and how- 
erer they might lament it, yet their loyalty to the 'Throne, and 
their regard for its intereſts, which was inſeparable from their 


own, called upon them to look at theſe incumbrances, and to 


ſce that they ſhould not affect too deeply the eaſe of the Heir 
Apparent. „ A 


He proceeded to ſtate his own view of the whole ſubject, | 


and each of its branches in its order. Firſt, as to the happy 
event of the marriage of his Royal Highneſs, which met th 
_ wiſhes of all the Members of the Houſe, and on which they 
had already expreſſed their joy; in conſequence there mult be 
an additional eſtabliſhment. Next came to be defrayed the 
expence attending the ceremony of the marriage, and then 
the expence of completing the building of Carlton Houſe, as 
a reſidencę for their Royal Highnefles; © With reſpect to. the 
expence of the marriage, or of the furniſhing and building of 
Carlton Houſe, they would not be objects for the preſence Com- 


mittee, and therefore he ſhould not propoſe any reſolutian upon 


* hs 


A AY a" 
NEW? 
e N 

N LR + 3% 


that 


— 
. — 5 3 X » 
5 MISS — N MRS 4 . - bs : 5 
n 4 75 2 2 1 * "2 22 2 * gy - 1 15 Py SE I] A r = n n SY Fo = * * 
) 3 oath os IS n E hs N n pens 
N ON 2 7 4 --4 -Y 8 , 2 r _ = i 
Sai = l = FY 15 $ y 2 3 ORE +4 £4 +; LS oe: rd rat #5 * 8 * 5 8 1 7 2 3 
d 2 2 . . r ">. 2 2 * = : 2 is „ 2 r 12 A * 
Sr — nn n „ SL cot R 0 WER * N ; l 2 PEG 
by TTV 3 I + ER Zh bo 8 e 
2 n - d * uf 2 — p h 0 5 2 beans; - 2 . Ry — 
* 248 n n een n 1 8 - ——_ N ox. root amr 22 1 NY 


N 3 
RE n 
" n 


{4 
1 » 
| 
3 
7 
ao 
7A 
[1 
1 

ft 


— 4 — ; 
Es a es Lo I TE 
— — - —_ * vue Ode EN INCr3ng 


< bee — 
e e De N 
We NP A da nat * . jt I 8 Sr 9 
* 


220 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Cormox,, 
that ſubject. The only _— before them was, a grant 
of a ſum of money for the eſtabliſhment, as had been done in 


2 former inſtance, and a jointure ts her Royal Highneſs. This 


being opened to the Committee, he ſhould proceed to the in- 
cumbrances of the Prince, and to ſtate the principle on 

which he reſted the whole proceeding. Whatever might be 
the amount of the vote of the Houſe: for the 'eſtabliſhment, 
he was clearly of opinion that ſome meafure ſhould be adopt- 
ed to relieve his Royal Highneſs from his preſent embarraſſ- 
ment. He did not nevertheleſs: mean to call on the preſent 
Committee to confider the extent of theſe incumbrances. The 


firſt point, and the only one he intended to propoſe a vote for 


in the motion with which he ſhould conctude, was that of an 
eſtabliſhment ſor the Prince and his illuſtrious conſort. In 


_ conſidering this, he defired the Committee to aſk themſelves 


what they thought they ought to grant to their Royal High- 
neſſes in their preſent ſituation. The income of the Prince 
was already 60,000]. a year, excluſive of the Dutchy of Corn- 
wall, the produce and revenues of which amounted to about 
13 Ol. per annum,—Tt was difficult to form a preciſe calcu- 
lation on the expence which neceffarily attends the dignity of 
the Heir Apparent to the Throne, but in ſorming their thoughts 
upon that ſubject, it was natural to look back on what had 
been allowed to former Princes of Wales. Fifty years ago, 
the preſent Prince's grandfather. poſſeſſed a net income of 
100,000). per annum, in addition to the Dutchy of Cornwall. 
Eighty years ago, his great-grandfather, the then Prince of 
Wales, poſſeſſed 10, oool. without the Dutchy of Cornwall. 


If Gentlemen would look at theſe eſtabliſhments, they would 


fee that his preſent Royal Highneſs ought to have a conſider- 
able addition to his income, even ſuppoſing that he was not 
at all incumbered with debt. Let the Committee therefore 
conſider what they thought was abſolutely neceſſary for him; 


and in conſidering this they would naturally reflect on the 


great difference in the pricę of all the artieles of liſe; they 
muſt be aware that the expences of every deſcription of men, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, were much advanced; they 
would in conſequence find that neither luxury, dignity, or even 
eaſe or com{ort could be at preſent procured, in a degree ad- 
equate to what had been enjoyed in the times he had alluded 


to without an advance in the income, to at leaſt a fourth of the 
whole. If he erred in his calculation, it was from being rather 
below than above the mark. He therefore propoſed, that the 


income of his Royal Highneſs ſhould be 125, oool. per annum, 


excluſive of the Dutchy of Cornwall, which was 25,000). a year 
more than was enjoyed ʒ50 years ago. He thought he might reſt 


tkere that part of the queſtion; for ſurely this was not 5 050 
& . WT * : - T | t an 
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than the Committee would be diſpoſed to allow to a Prince of 
Wales on the event of marriage, which they all approved of, 


and rejoiced in. This being the only vote he had to propoſe, 
the reſt he ſhould: only ſtate in the nature of a notice, of what 
regulations were intended to be made hereafter: The prepa- 
rations for the marriage would be about 27, col. or 28,000). 
for jewels and plate, gh greatly exceeded the expence, but 
the exceſs would go to the outſtanding debts ;,and/25,0001. 


for finiſhing Carlton Houſe, the accounts of which were laid 


upon the table, and they might be brought into diſcuſſion 
when the whole amount of the debts ſhould come before them 
for their diſt inct conſideration. The jointure of the Princeſs 
of Wales he propoſed to be go, oool. a year, being no more 
than had been granted on a ſimilar occaſion 
This was all he thought neceſſary to ſay on the firſt branch of 
the ſubject; but although he meant to propoſe nothing more 
at preſent, he would ſtate to the Committee the amount of the 
debts of his Royal Highneſs, which was between 600,000). 
and 700,0001. accordivg to the moſt accurate accounts he had 
had an opportunity of ſeeing; to ſpeak more preciſely, they 
were according to theſe accounts from 620,000l. to 630, oool. 
up to the laſt April quarter. He had no reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that there exiſted. any other debts of his Royal Highneſs, avberz 
he is the principal debtor. There were ſome in which he was 
ſecurity for his illuſtrious brothers. He had the ſatisfaction 
to ſtate to the Committee, that from the meritorious exertions 
of theſe two illuſtrious characters, ſuch debts were put into a 
train of liquidation, and in & courſe of punctual diſcharge, 
that he had no reaſon to apprehend. they would become a 
burden to them or to the Public, and therefore he did not 
conſider theſe as any part of the debts of his Royal Highneſs, 
for which it would be neceſſary to make any legiſlative pro- 
viſion, as they were provided for already by the laudable de- 
termination of their Royal Highneſſes. The future conſider- 
ation of the Houſe would be, whether the debts of his Royal 
Highneſs were brought into a ſhape and mode that would 
enable them to form ſom2-plan with a yiew of- freeing his 
Royal Highneſs from the preſent effect of his incumbrances. 
Whep they4bould be fo, the Houſe would have to conſider of 
the mode of relieving him ; that was not however the ſubject 


ol that night's diſcuſſion, and before he ſtated an opinion upon 
that topic, he was defirous of collecting the ſenſe of the 
Houſe as to the mode of proceeding. He was convinced that, 


before the Houſe ſhould take any ſtep towards the liquidation 
of theſe debts, they would feel that they ought to be clearly 
' ſtated for accurate inveſtigation, both with regard to their 
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nature and extent. He propoſed a Secret Committee of the 
Houſe for that purpoſe. But if it was the defire of any con- 
ſiderable number of Members of the Houſe: that the whole 


ſhould afterwards be ſubmitted to a Committee of the whole 


Houſe, he faw no objection to it; at the ſame time he ſhould 
ſubmit to the Houſe the impreſſion which that part of the ſub- 
ject made upon him. He did not conceive it would be pof- 


Gble that the inquiry of a Committee could be finally ſuffi- 
cient for all purpoſes; becauſe, if there was to be an examina- 


tion into theſe debts in detail for the purpoſe of proving that 


many of them will admit of no defalcation, then there muſt 


be à general inquiry, and an inquiry in detail, and that could 


not be brought within the compaſs of the preſent ſeſſion. In 


that view of the ſubject, nothing but a Committee armed with 


Parliamentary power, to examine upon oath all evidences ne- 
ceſſary to ſubltantiate any claims, would be ſatisfactory to the 
Houſe or to the Public, and therefore it was clear there muſt 
in that event be ſome legiſlative proviſion upon the ſubject, 
If any conſiderable number of Gentlemen wiſhed, neverthe- 
leſs, to have a Secret Committee as a preliminary ſtep, he was 
far from having any objeCtion, bat he wiſhed to have that point 


fettled one way or other, or both; for on the determination of 


it would reſt the mode which he ſhould propoſe for the liqui- 
dation of the debts, - Whatever mode ſhould be adopted, it 
was neceffary that regard ſhould be had to a proviſion againſt 
contracting debts in future; this was neceſſary, as well from 


affection to every branch of the Royal Family, as from atten- 


tion to the intereſts of the Public; and he truſted there would 
be found no man in that Houſe, who would feel that he had dif- 
charged his duty to the Public, or to what he felt to be the 
general intereſt of the Royal Family, if he gave his Royal 
Tiighneſs an additional income, and-ſhould ſhut his eyes to the 


effect of theſe incumbrances. They would deſert the material 


part that was effential to the ſplendour of the Heir Apparent, 
and to the intereſts of the country at large, if they left his 


Royal Highnefs inſecure from what he muſt be expoſed to in 
_ conſequence of his incumbrances; for whatever the liberality 
of Parliament might be, whatever ſacrifices his Royal High- 
neſs might be diſpoſed to make; they could not be effectual 


without the affiſtance of a poſitive legiſlative provifion as to 


the mode of liquidating the debts.— The next conſideration 


was as to the mode in which this proviſion was to be made. 
Would the Houſe fay they would leave his Royal Highneſs to 


arrange theſe things after they had granted him the additional 


allowance? Upon that point he confeſſed he was not prepared 


| to go that length. The caſe was ſo unfortunately cixcum- 


Ranced, 


wt OC, — 1 3 


{tanced, that they could not do any thing that was wholly ſa- 17 
tisfactory. If they cut off the ſplendour of the Royal Family 1 34 
under the idea of doing it for public purpoſes, they would in- #3 27 
jure the real interefts of the Public. If they went the length 14H 
of removing theſe incumbrances at once, they would then ſer 4 

a bad example, and impreſs the Public with an idea that his A 


Royal Highneſs had been wholly free from indiſcretion, in 
the manner he had brought himſelf into this fituation. This 
would be holding out an inſtance of exceſs and prodigality, 
which would be very injurious to the character of their pro- 
ceedings, and at the ſame time holding out a bad leſſon to his 
ſucceſſors. The ſituation of the Houſe enabled them only to 
make a compariſon of evils. They muſt, by locking at the 
paſt, endeavour to provide for the ſuture, The great difficulty 
was to reconcile preſent intereſt with future ſecurity. This 
was a ſubject which called for the wiſdom, the patriotiſm, and 
the loyalty of Parliament. But in his opinion they would do 
but little if they did not countetact the poſſibility of any ſuch 
evil appearing in future. It was neceſſary, in his opinion, for 
Parliament to mark the ſenſe they had of the mode in which 
his Royal Highneſs brought himſelf under his prefent em- 
barraſſment, and in that view it would be proper that the li- 
quidation of the debt ſhould in ſome meaſure be a tax on the | 
affluence of his Royal Highneſs, In a future ſtage, therefore, 
of the proceeding, he ſhould ' propoſe certain proviſions to = 
be made for the liquidation of theſe debts out of the Dutchy . 
of Cornwall and the other income of his Royal Highneſs; 
chat for a limited time certain parts of ſuch income be veſted 
in the hands of commiſſioners, to diſcharge the whole debt, 
with intereſt at four per cent. except ſuch as bore legal intereſt 
at five per cent. For this purpoſe he propoſed that 25, o00l. 
a year ſhould be ſet apart. This plan would diſcharge the 
whole debt in about /ever and twenty years. He was aware, 
that in twenty-ſeven years it was likely that there ſhould be a 
demife of his Royal Highneſs as Prince of Wales. In that 
event 25,000}. would be charged annually on the hereditary 
Tucceſhon of the Prince of Wales. But in the event of the 
demiſe of the Crown and of his Royal Highneſs as Prince of 
Wales, before the expiration of the twenty-ſeven years, the 
charge would become a burden on the conſolidated fund, and 
conſequently be borne by the Public: An event againſt which x 85 
it was not practicable to make any proviſion. _ FRED | 
He had_endeavoured to apply the principle which he had 
already ſtated as well as hie could, namely, that of maintain- 
ing the ſplendour of his Royal Highneſs, and of guarding 
againſt ſuch an evil as the preſent in future; it was for the 
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4222 WOODFALL'S PARLAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commong 
Committee to judge whether it was a right principle, and 
Whether theſe proviſions ſhould be made at all, and. he hoped 
they would take the whole into their moſt ferious conſidera- 
tion; but if any Gentleman had any other plan to offer that 
would , in end better, he ſhould be glad to hear 
him propoſe it. Without providing for theſe debts, ſo as to 
make it impoſſible for them to increaſe, all the wiſhes of the 
Houſe might be diſappointed, and without ſtating ſomething 
of this kind he could not expect the concurrence of the Houſe 
in what he had to propoſe. He would go further; he would 
admit that theſe points ſhould be provided for in the moſt rigid 
manner; for the Houſe could not, after what had happened, 
be expected to reſt on any general afſurances. There were two 
principal heads to be attended to in this caſe. . The one was 
the faithful punCtual payment. of the debt already contracted, 
The other, that no further debt ſhould be conttacted: Ihe 
latter of which was to be guarded againſt, by making it im- 
poſſible for ſuch credit to be obtained again. With this view he 
ſhould propoſe to inſert. in the Bill a clauſe of the ſame nature 
as that which was inſerted in that excellent and memorable Act 
Which was framed by a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke) 
-who unfortunately was not at the preſent time a Member of 
the Houſe—That it ſhould be impoſſible for any part of the 
expenditure to exceed the eftimate—That no arrear ſhould, 
under any pretence, go beyond the quarter That debts not 
claimed then ſhould wholly lapſe—That debts thus claimed 
ſhould be punctually paid, but no other. Theſe points being 
ſettled, he ſhould propoſe, that Carlton Houſe ſhould be in- 
_ veſted in the Crown for ever, and the furniture be deemed, 
under the legal phraſe, to paſs as heirs-loom.—Finally, that 
no ſuit for the recovery of any debt ſhould be inſtituted againſt 
bis Royal Highneſs; but that they ſhould all be againſt his 
officers, who ſhall be refponſible for the whole power and au- 
thority which they ſhall have in the conduct and management 
of his affairs. He conſidered it to be an eſſential part of their 
preſent object, that, when this buſineſs was arranged, no ſuch | 
[ſubject ſhould ever come for diſcuſſion again, for he conſidered 
it to be a moſt painful, as well as a moſt anxious diſcuſſion. 
Nothing ſhort of this would go the length which the Public 
had a right to expect from that Houſe, whoſe duty it was to 
ſatisfy its conſtituents. He felt this impreſſion with double 
weight, as a Member of Parliament, and from the ſituation in 
which he ſtood as Chancellor of the Exchequer; in both 
- which characters he withed neither to add . unneceſſarily to 
the burdens of the Public, nor from. any weak regard to his 
own feelings neglect to bring forward a meaſure in which 2 7 
. ; | 5 0 5 interelts 
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intereſts and happineſs were ſo materially connected. He was 
not aware it was neceffary for him to ſay any more than to 
cer his readineſs to explain any thing tliat he might have 
left imperfect, if called upon for explanation. He wiſhed, 

however, to learn whether the Houſe deſired that there ſhould 

be a Secret Committee to examine the debts, or that they 
would leave the whole matter to be finally ſettled under a le- 
gillative proviſion. The Chancellor of the Exchequer con- 

_ cluded with moving, That his Majeſty be enabled to appro- 
priate 65,0001. annually, from the 10th of October 1794, to- 
wards providing for the eſtabliſhment of his Royal Highnefs 
the: Pringe p , P ĩ CG Regs 

Mr. Grey ſaid; that he had on a former evening occaſion 
to expreſs the painful ſenſations with which he entered upon 
this ſubject. The motion offered for the concurrence of the 
Houſe, was of ſuch a nature, that it was ſcarcely poſſible for 
any one who held a ſeat there with a due regard to his duty, 

to hear it without ſtrict attention and ſeriqus concern: He, 

for his part, could not refrain from anſwering what had fallen 
from the Right Hon. Gentleman; for, however divided they 
might be on general political topics, all muſt, on this occaſion, 
feel the ſentiments that muſt neceffarily ariſe in good minds 
upon it, and feeling them, ſhould not ſhrink from, but meet 
the queſtion face to face, however painful the effort might be. 

It was indeed, as the Right Hon. Sie had truly faid, a 

caſe pregnant with difficulty, for it involved many moſt im- 

portant conſiderations, of fo oppoſite a nature, that they 

directly claſhed with each other. There could be in th: 

Houſe but one wiſh to make a ſuitable and liberal proviſion for 


0 his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, the Heir Apparent 

˖ to the Crown. There might further be a hope and defire, by 

liberality and indulgenee on the preſent occaſion, e ee fy 

s his feelings, to inſpire him with affection and confidence, an- ; 

1 cement the bond of union between him and that people, whom 

3 at a future period he might be called to govern. ' This was 

h the inducement held out to them to make the required provi- 

4 fon, and if duly anſwered in effect, certainly ſhould have 

Y weight; and it was the duty of the Houle by" obey 

* means, to promote ſo very defirable an end. But there was 

* a more ſevere duty, a duty which 55 owed” the Public, 

5 which the nature of the occaſion inipoſed in à time of unpa- 

E ralleled diſtreſs, ſuch as the preſent; not to drain the 3 

th and vote away then money to be ſquatidered in unpardonable 

io Wl provigality.” it was's duty ſo, which they owed to the 
rince himſelf,” to teach him, if reflection ha 


nis , x had not taught 
z bim, that as his family were calle d to the Throne for the 
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good of the people, ſo his ſituation was created not merely 
for the purpoſes of luxury and indulgence, but in ſubſervience 


to that great end; and that though they were bound in turn 
to conſult his comfort and enjoyment, that the . on 
CS 


their part ceaſed, if theſe became his ſole objects; and that 
in conſequence of the proviſion made for the ſupport. of his 
rank out of the pocket of the Public, thouſands ought to 


bleſs, his munificence and bounty, as thouſands had cauſe al- 


ry to lament his extravagance and folly... ;-;;; 


Grey ſaid, he did not mean on the preſent, occaſion to 


charge the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr, Pitt) with having 


- ” 


done any thing which his duty did not require. The diſcuſ- 
ſion was attended with difficulties! to both parties. On the 
one hand it was not deſireable for the miniſter, after having 
repeatedly called upon the people in the courſe of the ſeſſion, 
to contribute to ſuch an extent; to the ſupport of the war, to 
bring forward any freſh burdens. Neither was it deſireable 
for them, who had uniformly oppoſed; his meaſures, by con- 
curring in the preſent motion, to ſhare in the unpopularity 
which muſt inevitably attend ſuch a propoſition. . On the 


other hand, he wag fully aware that by any, oppoſition, they 


ſubjected themſelves to the ſuſpicion, of diſreſpeQ to the 


f e Farmbipe: and to the unpleaſant conſequence of that 
mil 


» 


: ? 


miſrepreſentation, which would be ſo 4 eirculated through 
all the channels of courtly influence. Perſonal conſiderations 


gweyer ought to give Way to paramount obligations; he was, 
therefore determined to ſpeak plainly if he ſhould be ſo unfor- 
wnateas to create offence; he would atleaſt have the conſolation 


to have done his duty. He could have wiſhed that the Right 
Hon, Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), in bringing forward his motion, 


had avoided any of the topies which had been employed to 


EASE 


2 any ſlippery ſycophant of a court. That the Prince 


O 

of Wales ought to have an eſtabliſhment on the preſent. oc- 

Son there was no doubt; there, was no doubt, alſo. that the 

people would. grant its, but the ſtability of the monarchy of 

the country depended. not upgn, unwieldy eſtabliſhmentsz.and 
1cre, might occur accalions, he could readily ſuppoſe, for his 


dignified, and popular in the preſent ſtate. of things, by a 


temporary relinquiſhment of the trappings of a court, and re- 


7 
4x ” 
«4 


oyal, Highneſs. to render himfelf infinitely.more reſpectable, 
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tirement, than by all the- ſplendour which the opulence of 
this country,” if exhauſted for the - purpoſe, could beſtow 
upon him. ert att 8 ee e e 5 e vt 50 
In the econſideration of the preſent queſtion, which neceſ- 
ſarily involved the debts, Mr. Grey .deelared himſelf willing 
to imitate the example of the Right Hon. Gentleman, and 
to conſider abſtractly what income, under the preſent circum- 
ſtances, it would be ſuitable to grant to a Prince of Wales. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had referred to former inſtances. 
He had ſtated that a hundred thoufand pounds had been 
granted to the great grandfather of his Royal Highneſs; and 
that the ſame; ſum had been allowed to his grandfather, with 
the addition of the income of the Dutehy of Cornwall. He 
thence inferred that no leſs an addition than what he had 
propoſed, vi. twenty five thouſand pounds, would be neceſ- 
tary,” in order to make the income equal to what it was at 
thoſe former periods. He had aſked'if there was any perſon in 
private life, whoſe increaſe of 'expepee would ot be found 
greatly to exceed that calculation. In anſwer to that propoſi- 
tion, which he would” adopt for the fake of argument, he 
Vould fuppoſe the cafe of a man in private life, WhO by habits 
of waſte and: prodigality was conſtrained from time to time 
to raiſe money, and was daily adding to the debt would not 
ſueh a man, if reduced again to gam a ſupply, conſider the 
means out of which it was to bel drawn? If the eſtate, 
which Was the ſource of his income, was burdened with debt, 
a conſequent neceſſity muſt ariſe for à curtailment of his ex. 
| ou It was to be conſidered, whether, whew the. country 
had been groaning under the accumulated corruptions of 
century, during which it had been oppreſſed by wars, under- 
taken from the weakneſs or wickednefs of miniſters; and at | 
this time, hen it ee e à conteſt, of which it was _- = 
neither poſſible to caleulate the extent nor tlie end, it would 1 
be proper to exceed the utmoſt profuſion of former periods. 
A habit of expence had lately been created, and had grown 
up to a moſt alarming height, among all orders of ſociety. 
Was it fitting that the Legiflature ſhould ſet an example of 
encouraging a habit which threatened the moſt pernicious 
conſequences, and even the ſubverſion of the conſtitution it- 
ſelf, ſinct it ſeemed more and more to be bringing this country 
into a reſemblance to What had been the ſituation of France, 
previous to the æra of the revolution? It was this habit which 
annihilated the independence of the rich, and aggravated the 
miſeries of the poor: Was it fitting that the Legiſlature it- 
ſelf, whoſe independence was endangered, ſhould encourage 
" WH fuch a ſyſtem of exttavagance? The immenſe” extent of th 
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danger, and the Rriking example exhibited of its effects in 


another country, ought, if any thing, to inculcate a leſſon of 
the neceſſity of moderation in the preſent moment. 


The Right Hon, Gentleman had ſtated, that George * 
when Prince of Wales, enjoyed an income of a hundred 


thouſand pounds, without any revenue ſrom the Dutchy of 


Cornwall, and that his ſon, when Prince of Wales, had a 
hundred thouſand in addition to the ſum r the 


Dutchy. But it was td be recollected that the eſtabliſhment 


of the late Prince of Wales, for ſeveral years after his mar. 


riage, amounted to no more than fifty rhouſand pounds; that 


it was not increaſed till his family had grown up, and that no 


application was at any time made to Parliament. for the pay- 
ment of his debts, He would afk the Right Hon. Gentleman 
whether he bad always adhered to the ſame ſcale of calcula- 
tion. and Whether, if he had, he would not have propoſed a 
larger income for his Royal Highneſs in the firſt inſtance. 
He defired him to compare his preſent ſtatements with his 
former conduct, wherever a ſimilar queſtion had been agi- 


tated, The income firſt granted to his Royal Highneſs was 


* 


utchy of Cornwall, amounted to a ſum of ſixty- three thou- 


land pounds, Afterwards, in 1987, when the debts were 
diſcharged, and an addition af ten thouſand pounds made ta 


bis income, the. Right Hon, Gentleman ſtated that his in- 
come was then ſo ample as to put out of all doubt his capa- 
city for maintaining an eſtabliſhment ſyitable to his rank. 


os yet, —_— the accounts on the table relative to the neceſ- 
expences did not exceed twelve thouſand pounds, 


ry increaſe o | 
he had that day propoſed an addition to his' eſtabliſhment of 
no leſs than ſixty-five thouſand pounds. Taking all theſe cir- 
cumſtances together, he confidered this to be a ſum out of all 
proportion, and more than the Houſe ought to grant under 
the preſent circumſtances. It was therefore his intention to 


propoſe, that inſtead of ſixty-five, only forty thouſand pounds 
ſhould be added to his prefent PR It had been originally 


his intention to have propoſed that the whole income of the 
Prince ſhould amount only to one hundred thouſand pounds; 


but as his grandfather had been ſtated to have enjoyed this 


um in addition to the revenue of the Dutchy of Cornwall, 
1e was willing, in the preſent inſtance, to go all the length 
of the liberality of former times. To the article of mar- 
riage expences he had no objection, he only hoped that when 
the Right Hon, Gentleman ſtated ſuch a ſum to have been 


been uſual on former occaſions,” . N 


expended, he would likewiſe ſhew that ſuch a demand had 
„ 


7 


— 


| Du thouſand pounds, Which, including the income of the 


* 4 
„ ei tad Ire 7.7... 


* 


With regard td the incumbrances of his Royal Highneſs, 


Mr. Grey ſaid, when he recollected the part which he had 
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taken with reſpect to a ſimilar application, he found it more 


particularly neceſſary to come decidedly forward with an 


avowal of his ſentiments. | When he adverted to what had, 


taken place on the former occaſion, and the ſolemn aſſurances 
then given, that the claim urged at that time ſhould be the 


aſt the Houſe ſhould hear of, he felt! himſelf compelled to 


reſiſt the ſmalleſt claim that might-be made in the preſent in- 
ſtance... If a fum had been accumulated out of the favings 


of the Dutchy of Cornwall during the minority of the Prince, 


if a reſource could be preſented by. a reduction of thoſe trap- 


pings of ſtate, which incumbered monarchy without adorn- 


ing it, or laſtly, if any aid could be derived from thoſe great 
ſavings, which, during the indiſpoſition of an illuſtrious Per- 


ſonage, were repreſented as having taken place during the 


5 ee reign, he was aſtoniſhed: that any application ſhould 


e made to Parliament at this time, and under the exiſting 


circumſtances, which contained the ſmalleſt reference to thoſe 
incumbrances. The very line which the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had pointed out as the leaſt conſiſtent with the dignity 
and policy of the Legiſlature, was that very line which he 
felt himſelf compelled to take, namely, from difapprobation 
of the mode in which the debts had been contracted, to make 
no proviſion for them at all. This was the only mode which 
be conceived would operate as an effectual preventive againſt 


the repetition of ſimilar demands. He here defired the Right 
Hon. Gentleman to conſider how far his propoſition would 


give to the Prince of Wales a large and magnificent income. 


By his mode of ſtatement, he taught the Prince to believe, 


that a ſum of a hundred and thirty-eight thouſand pounds 
Was no more than was neceſſary for the maintenance of ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment as he ought to have. While it was propoſed 
to apply a conſiderable: part of his income to the liquidation 
of his debts, had any thing been done to diminiſh the ſcale 


of his expenditure ? What then was the effect of this con- 


duct, but to hold out an encouragement, or provide an ex- 
cuſe for the contraction of new debts? On the other hand, 


the higheſt regard had been profeſſed for the dignity of his 


Royal Highneſs. Haw far, he would aſk, was his dignit 

conſulted by the mode propoſed to be adopted by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman? An income was given him to fupport his 
dignity, and in the ſame breath means were provided to ſecure 
his diſgrace and degradation. What could be more degrading 


to a Prince, than to tie him down in the manner which had - 


been ſuggeſted; than to ſay, that we cannot truſt him, and 
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compel him to do juſtice by the ftricteſt regulations? He 
had a very different view of the ſubje&. The beſt dignity, 
and the trueſt greatneſs, was, in his judgment, that which 
was founded upon integrity of character, without which no 
reſpect for rank or ſtation would long avail. The beſt means 
then, which it appeared to him that they could purſue, was 
_ - "to grant to the Prince of Wales whatever income they might 
think ſuitable, and to mark their diſapprobation of the debts 


1 dy a direct refuſal to enter into any diſcuſſion on the ſubject. 
IN Ihe Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated the inconvenience to 
F which the Prince of Wales would be ſubject by ſuch a deci- 
'| 1 _  cion on the part of the Legiſlature.” He was ſenſible of the 
FF inconvenience, but he lamented; along with the Right Hon. 
1 Gentleman, that he had only a choice of evils. Unfortunately 


he could not ſee the Prince of Wales in that ſituation of rank 
and dignity, which belonged to him. He had then only to 
look to that which was the next beſt, to ſee him in the ſitu- 
ation of lamenting his errörs, and making the beſt prepara- 
tion which he ould for the liquidation of his debts. Would 
any man tell him that if the Prince of Wales were to retire 
to a ſituation, where he might qualify himſelf by reflection 
for the duties of his future ſtation, after having made a com- 
pofition with his creditors, who, no doubt, would be fatisfied 
1 with eaſy terms, that there would not ſtill, out of the in- 
1 come which he propoſed, be left a ſufficient! proviſion for the 
ö eaſe and comfort of two perſons, who had other reſources 
to which they might look ? The Right Hon. Gentleman, | 
However, had urged, that the ſupport” of the monarchy was | 
antereſted in the [proviſion at preſent to be made, and that | 
whatever was given, was given for public purpoſes. He 
granted that ſuch was the caſe with reſpect to whatever was 
given for the purpoſe of real and uſeful ſplendour, but ex- 
= prefled his fears, that if the debts were ſubmitted to the ſecret 
= —3D Committee, there perhaps might not be one, which ought 
= not to furniſh to the Houſe a ſubject of regret. It was alſo 
to be remembered; that whatever was given to profligacy and 
extravagance, ſo far from going to the ſupport of monarcliy, 
went to its overthrow and the deſtruction of the conſtitution, 
as had been recently proved in a neighbouring kingdom, tlie 
ſubverſion of the monarchy of which, and the evils which 
had there ariſen, had in a great meaſure been cauſed by ex- 
travagance on the part of the Princes, which ſhocked the 
feelings of the people, while it inſulted their diſtreſſes. Mr. 
Grey concluded with moving, that inſtead of Gp; oool. an 
additional ſum of 40, oool. ſhould be granted to his Royal 
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importance, and exhorted the Houſe to act grayely and de- WE 
liberatel $5 29 73 ST 991 29 1 1 2 . . 78 . Wl 1 
= 3 ſaid, that he felt his preſent ſituation doubly! 44 
painful, as he was under the neceſſity of differing: from his 1 
Hon. Friend, whom he highly reſpected, with regard to the 1 
zmendment which he had made, and of ſupporting the ori- 1 
ginal motion. That motion he conceived to include ererx 3 
advantage which could be derived from the preſent diſcuſſion.” WH 
With reſpect to the amendment of his Hon. Friend, it muſt” EH 
either put the Prince in the ſituation of incurring new debts, 3 
or be followed up with a Bill to exile him from the metropolis, It 
and expel him from Carlton Houſe. The queſtion then was, *:16 
whether or not it was neceſſaty that his Royal Highneſs, in "200 
the ſituation in which he ſtood, ſhould preſerve an intercourſe... Wn | 
with different ranks of people. He was ſenſible that the bu- 18 
ſineſs was highly unpopular. . The Right Hon. Gentleman 1 
had not been able to bring it forward without expreſhng thoſe |. 
feelings of regret; and even diſapprobation, which he felt on: 3M 
the occaſion. The income propoſed was to be granted, not _ as 
from any conſiderations perſonal to his Royal Highneſs, but 1 
from loyalty to his illuſtrious Houſe, from gratitude for the 2 
ſervices which they had done the country, and from attach- - 
ment to the conſtitution, which had ſo long flouriſhed under 1 
an hereditary monarchy. Baſe and unprincipled mult that ſy- HF 
cophant be, who would poiſon the ear of his Royal Highnels | 1 
with an inſinuation that. he has a right to ſquander the money 1 
of the people of England for any purpoſe, however idle, 1 : 
fantaſtic, and extravagant. He could not, however, admit bi: 


of debt. Part of the evil reſulted from an ill-judged parſi- 
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Ar. Montague: conſidered the queſtion to be of the utmoſt 
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all the blame, which had been attached to this accumulation: , 


mony in the firſt inſtance. When the Prince was twenty=. - 
ſeven years of age, and his income only fifty thouſand pounds 
they paid his debts; from the eſtimate of which they might ; 
perceive: that he was then ſpending a hundred thouſand 
pounds; yet, notwithſtanding, they granted him only an in- 
come of ſixty thouſand pounds, thus leaving him with the 
certainty of contracting a freſh, debt of IE thouſand pounds. ; 
a year. Thoſe who had once got into the habit of .incurring- 

debt, felt how eaſy it was to ſupply, by their credit, the deſi- 

ciency of their finances; and were more and more inclined to 

plunge intothe yortex, a maxim, for the truth of which he 

appealed to many who were preſent, and qualified to decide: 
on the point from their own experience. Mr. Lambton ſaid, 

he Fo miniſter-on- the prefent occaſion had performed 

3 difficult duty ina manner which did him honour, an 0 
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done all in his power to extricate the Prince ou his difhi- 


diſapprobation of his conduct. He here referred to an allu- 
ſion that had been made on a- former day, to the extravagance 


of the French Princes. None, he faid, who had been preſent 
at the court of Verſailles, would have conceived! that there 
exiſted the ſmalleſt degree of compariſon. He quoted the 
example of the Count d' Artois, who was accuſtomed every 
night to ſtake thouſands on the fortune of a die; who ſpent 
enormous ſums in decorating a ſmall apartment, and kept 
| uPs through the whole of his expenditure, the ſame ſtyle 
of profuſion. As well might they compare the French 

miniſter, M. Calonne, who had been but too eaſy in com- 
| ping with the demands of the Princes, to the preſent 
Mr. Lambton ſaid, that if the extravagance of the French 
Princes had occafioned the revolution, we did well to avert 
from this country the danger of ſuch an evil. If it were true 
that the extravagance of the court of France had brought on 
the diſaſters of that unhappy country, he thought it became 


the duty of the Houſe to endeavour to extricate the Prince 


from his difficulties, and prevent the poſſibility of his running 
into the ſame error. He was of opinion, that the intereſt of 


the country was connected with the ſplendour of the mo- 
narchy and the family. If it was wiſhed to keep up the mo- 


narchy in the country, he thought the ſplendour and dignity: 
ſhould alſo be maintained, left the monarchy ſhould be re- 
duced to a nullity. „ et ens . 
At ſome 1 other the burdens of the Prince muſt 


fall on the Public; for when he came to the Crown, his firſt 


1 object would naturally be the diſcharge of theſe debts. If it 


could be ſuppoſed that it was poſſible to endeavour to prevent 
this, the conſequence would be violent convulſions in the ſtate, 
which might even ruin the conſtitution. He wiſhed: at the 


ſiame time to obtain ſomething for the people; he: hoped that 
a Bill would be brought in to aboliſh, as far as poſſible, the 


undue influence which large eſtabliſhments neceffarily intro- 


duced into the Legiſlature. * Of the three branches compoſing 
the ſtate, he had no heſitation in ſaying, that he preferred the 


democratic branch, as that which held in its hands the intereſt 


and happineſs of the community; yet he would not with to 
reſtrain the juſt prerogative of tho 


Crown. He thought that 


the Princeſs of Wales ought to be conſidered on the preſent | 
occaſion. He ſhould think it would be inconſiſtent: with 
Britiſh generoſity, that ſhe ſhould be expoſed to tlie taunts of 
_ creditors ; it was more honourable to them to afford — 


3 


manner his 


ſhe had been invited over, the means of living in affluence and 


ent, | $I | # 
He ſtated that the enonomic government of America was 

peculiarly fitted to the ſoil where it originated, and did not at 

all apply to 8 After ſome other obſervations, he 
concluded with giving his approbation to the original motion. 


Mr. Curwen ſaid, & Sir, if the Hon. Gentleman, who has juſt 


fat down, had been preſent on a former day's debate, to which 
hae has alluded, he would have known that I neither did, nor was 
it ever my intention, to draw a compariſon between the Royal 


Perſonages he has named. I then ſaid, what I till think, that 
the laviſh expenditure of public money by the royal family of 


France, loſt them the affections of the people, and led the way 


to all the calamities which have ſince befallen that unhappy 


country, The example of France being quoted to us on all 
occaſions, I cannot but regret that the conſequences which pro- 
duced that revolution ſeem fo little attended to. If they had, 
Sir, we ſhould not have been under the neceſſity of diſcuſſing 
the preſent queſtion ; and one more pregnant with miſchief 
was never brought forward; and of this opinion there are 


few, either in or out of this Houſe, who are not agreed. 


I can view the queſtion in no other light than as it affects the 
happineſs of the country. It does not enter my mind to con- 
ſider the perſon or his conduct; nor matters it whether one 
Prince laviſhed thouſands in building a ſummer-houſe, or the 


other ſquandered them on the plains of Newmarket. I wiſh 


to ſee adopted ſuch meaſures as may avoid the fatal conſe- 


quences of the loſs of public opinion and affection. For a 
ſituation fo cloſely connected with monarchy, Sir, I can 


neither agree to the plan of the Right Hon. Gentleman, nor 
with the amendment of the Gentleman near me. Such is the 
dilemma we are involved in, that we have only the choice of 


diſſiculties. Numberlets are the objections to every expedient 


I have yet heard propoſed. I cannot but heartily deprecate 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, who ſo ſolemnly pledged the 
Royal word, and his being fo ſhamefully inattentive in looking 
to the obſervance of it; had he done his duty, a remedy might 
have been applied, and-means found to have extricated his 
Royal Highneſs out of his difficulties, without impoſing freſh 
burdens on the Public, or expoſing his Royal Highneſs cha- 
racter, Sir, that the country are diſinclined, diſſatisfied, and 


unwilling to be charged with one penny on account of the 


Prince's debts, will not be denied: That a more unfavoura- 
ble moment than the preſent, for bringing forward ſuch a 
charge, could not have 3 found; labouring, as the country 
Js, under ſuch accumulated diſtreſſes. On the other hand, 
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by refuſing to extricate his Royal Highneſs, you ſubject him 
to inſults, which may leſſen and diſgrace royalty in the opinion 
of the people, and produce miſchiefs of the moſt dangerous 
kind. The momentary diſſatisfaction of the people, from the 

payment of the debts, weighs leſs with me, than the conſe- 
quences which may reſult from continuing his Royal High- 


_ nels in his preſent embarraſſed ſituation 5 and I truſt, after 


the firſt feelings of reſentment are over and forgotten, the 


country will ſee it in a different point of view. I am there- 


fore, Sir, for the payment of the Prince's debts ; and ſhall 
vote for the larger ſum, with a view of forming ſuch a fink- 
ing ſund, as may, in a reaſonable time, liquidate the debt : 
With this view, ſhould the larger ſum be adopted by the 


_ Houſe, I ſhall move, in ſome ſubſequent ſtage of the pro- 


ceedings, that the ſixty-five thouſand pounds, and the Dutchy 


of Cornwall, be applied to the liquidation of the Prince's 


debts. On the part of the Prince ſacrifices ought and muſt 
be made; his Royal Highneſs ought to relinquiſh his court, 


and retire for a ſeaſon into privacy, there to regain the good 


opinion and regard of the people : Little, indeed, is the facri- 
fice, when compared with that which will be obtained. The 
intereſt of the Prince and the people are the ſame ; as he ac- 
quires the affections of the people, they gain ſecurity ; for, 
without the affections of the people, no government is ſecure. 


I approve of the commiſſion to inquire into, and ſettle the 


debts; I wiſh a veil to be thrown over them, and that the 
future conduct of his Royal Highneſs may make us forget 
the paſt. I cannot conceive how royalty can in any reſpect 
be injured by ſuch a proceeding : On a large calculation, not 


one thirteenth part of the nation can receive any gratification 


from the Prince's court; but I am ſenſible that the relinquiſh- 
ment of it would be felt and acknowledged by every ſubject in 
the kingdom. No country, ſurely, ever affoxded fuch an 


Inſtance of what perſonal virtue and integrity can effect: 


View this reign, commencing with an attack upon the right 


of elections proceeding, from ſtep to ſtep, till we loſt one 
quarter of the globe; with a miniſter ſo callous to the diſ- 


treſſes of the people, that he had the audacity to come for- 
ward, with an unbluſhing front, to Parliament, in the midit 
of that ruinous and deſtructive war, for the payment of the 
King's debts, to the amount of upwards of. ſix hundred thou- 


ſand pounds, and one hundred thouſand pounds to be added 
to the civil liſt; And was it not granted ?—Involyed at this 


moment in a war, the end or conſequences of which no one 


can pretend to foretel—deprived of the great palladium of 


liberty, the Habeas Corpus Act—and yet, Sir, notwithitand- 


ing 


and ſplendour of the Prince of Wales, the Heir Apparent to 
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ing all theſe events, any one of which, ſingly, might have 
overturned any other Government; yet, ſee his preſent Ma- 


jeſty one of the moſt popular Princes that ever ſat upon the 
throne Shall we ſuppoſe it poſſible, that the relinquiſhment 
of the tinfel and frippery of a court can be attended with 
any loſs of reſpect to monarchy ? can facrifices for the people 
produce any other return than affection and regard on their 
part? If integrity has done ſo much, what will gratitude not 
effect, when joined to it? T wiſh to ſee his Royal Highnefs 
placed in ſuch a fituation, that he may regain what he has 


1loſt—a conſideration of infinitely more importance. Great 


as the ſum is—conſidering, Sir, the double fituation in which 
his Majeſty ſtands, and the ſolemn pledge given to this 
Houſe—l confeſs myſelf much diſappointed, that we have had 
no intimation of his Majeſty's intention to come forward, and 
take upon himſelf part of the burden. I cannot believe, had 


the Right Hon. Gentleman acquainted his Majeſty with the 


temper and feelings of the nation, that he would not cheerfully 


have evinced his regard and affection for his people, by meet- 


ing their wiſhes. It is inconſiſtent with every principle of 
juſtice and policy, that one branch of the Legiſlature, and that 


poſſeſſed ſolely of the power of involving us in war, ſhould 


alone be exempt from ſharing the burdens and calamities in- 
ſeparable from it: I think the Throne ſhould be the firſt to 
feel, and the foremoſt to facrifice to the diſtreſſes of the coun» 
try; and I verily believe it would not diminiſh the luftre of 
the country, to difpenſe with ſome of its trappings. Sir, I 
do not wiſh to hear the advantages of royalty placed upon its 
being the cheapeſt form of government; for the aſſertion is 
not warranted in truth : The government of America does 
not, in fact, coſt much more than what has been laviſhed by 
his Royal Highneſs alone; lefs than two hundred thouſand 
pounds a year, anſwers every purpoſe of that government. 
The attachment of the people of this country to its govern- 
ment, proceeds from the ſenſe of the bleſſings it has long 
enjoyed under it, and I truſt it will long continue to do. 


Much as we muſt lament the miſery which has attended the 


new doCtrines introduced into another country, and deprecate 


them, as they have involved us in the calamities of war, the 


general reſult of them will be advantageous to mankind ; com- 

pelling thoſe who govern to be cautious of their conduct, and 

not to abuſe the power they are entruſted with. 
Mr. Alderman Newnham vas very decidedly in favour of 

the greater ſum, and againſt the amendment, H 

with great energy on the neceſſity of keeping up the dignity 
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the Crown of theſe realms. The ſplendour of the Prince of 
Wales, he afferted, was the ſplendour of the people of Eng- 
land; and all thoſe who were friends to the monarchical form 
of government we ſo happily poſſeſſed, ought to be very cau- 
tious how they agreed to any meaſure which might diminiſh 
that ſplendour. Much had been ſaid, he obſerved, about 
what had been granted to Frederick Prince of Wales, the 
father of his preſent Majeſty ; but to him it did not appear by 
any means in point, with reſpect to the preſent queſtion, 'The 
price of all the articles of proviſion had ſo much increaſed, 
and the value of money, from the extenſion of our commerce 
and manuſaCtures, had been ſo much depreciated, that money 
ſcarcely bore the fourth part of the value now which it did 
then. It was of the utmoſt conſequence to the peace, hap- 
pineſs, and domeſtic comfort of the Prince of Wales, that his 
eſtabliſhment ſhould be ſuch as in future to preyent him from 
accumulating debts, which might draw him into fimilar em- 
barraſſments with thoſe under which he now laboured. It was 
of equal importance to the country effectually to provide 
againſt this; and to accompliſh this deſirable end, he ſaw no 
way ſo ready and ſo certain as that of giving his aſſent to the 
original motion of granting to his Royal Highneſs an eſtabliſh- 
ment of one hundred and twenty-five thouſand pounds a year, 
excluſive of the revenues of the Dufchy of Cornwall, 5 

Mr. Burdon ſaid, that he ſhould vote for the ſmalleſt ſum, 
being as much as the country could afford. He thought that 
twenty-five thouſand pounds a year, expended in ſalaries to 
Noblemen and Gentlemen in the Prince's ſuite, ſhould be re- 

trenched. 55 a | | IE 
Mr. Smith ſtated, that the ſums ſormerly given to a Prince 
of Wales had been granted out of the civil liſt, Both George 
the Second and the late Prince of Wales were married, and 
had ſeveral children, at the time that their eſtabliſhment was 
extended to a hundred thouſand. pounds; and then the appli- 
cation was made to the King, not to the country for a ſhilling 
of it. But the King refuſed on account of his own numerous 
iſſue; and obſerved, that though the Prince's family was large, 
his allowance was competent. Beſides, the national debt was 
then forty-eight millions, and the intereſt but two millions; 
whereas it was now three hundred millions, and nine millions 
of intereſt, with a continual increaſe of burden.  _ 

In the ſame reign of George the Second, his Majeſty had 
been under the neceſlity of applying to Parliament for the 
payment of ſome arrears which had accrued on the civil liſt; 
and in his meſſage to the Parliament on that occaſion, he in- 
timated, that in conſideration of that, he ſhould make fome 

| | EE es FF conſiderable 
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conſiderable retrenchments and deductions in the expences of . 
the civil liſt, by leſſening and reducing ſeveral places and pen- 4 
ſions appertaining to the ſame. Mr. Smith faid he wiſhed a A 
ſimilar conduct had been purſued upon the preſent occaſion 3 4 
and inſtead of the burden being thrown entirely on the people, 44 
that it ſhould have been borne by thoſe who were much better 45 
able to ſtruggle under its weilt. W [ a 
Mr. Smith profeſſed himſelf as true a friend to the mo- 44 


narchy as any Member of that Houſe; but he thought that 
| ſplendour and dignity had been confounded in the courſe of 
the debate; ſplendour might indeed ſometimes add to dignity, 
but on other occaſions, as on the preſent, dignity might be 
moſt effectually conſulted by an abatement of ſplendour; 
there were many offices in the houſeholds, both of the Mo- 
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narch and the Prince of Wales, which, while they were highly ho- 
nourable in themſelves, loſt much of their dignity by the per- 
ſons holding them receiving the ſalaries they did. Theſe of- 
ſices were held by Noblemen of the firſt diſtinction, and who 
were ſtyled in the civil liſt Menial Servants of the Crown, or 
of the Prince. He had not the ſmalleſt doubt in his mind but 
that the firſt Dukes and Lords in the land, really deemed it an 
Honour, and felt the highe/# pleaſure, in being conſtantly about 
the perſon of their Sovereign, and being continually receiv- 
| ing the gratification of his daily converſe and perſonal re- | 
gards—but when he contemplated thoſe Noble Perſonages in 1 
| the character of a Maſter of the Horſe, or a Lord of the Bed- 3 5 
| chamber, he could not conccive that they derived additional =: 
dignity to their characters, or that their ſervices reflected ad- 
ditional dignity on the Crown, from their receiving ſeverally 
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EE one or two thouſand a year for the ſervices they performed. 

5 On the contrary, he thought that every Nobleman who held 

| any of the great offices of ſtate, would poſſeſs and juſtly en- 

8 title himſelt to real dignity in the minds of the people, who 

. would fay to themſelves and to the Public when they accepted 39 
7 their office,“ I am proud to ſerve my King and my country 1 
$ in this truly honourable ſtation, but as a Nobleman of great $28 
y fortune, and thereby a truly independent man, I diſdain to ac- 

ry _ cept of any emoluments of office, becauſe my fortune being 

4-1 great, I think my refuſal to accept them will reffſect more real 

18 iplendour and dignity on the office I hold, and on the Monarch 

who confers it, than can poſſibly reſult from my receiving an- 1 

d nual wages for the performance of that duty which is held 1 
e out to the world, as reflecting honour on me who perform it, | 1 
4-1 and ſplendour on him who confers its duties upon me.“ 

1- _ There was only one point more, Mr. Smith ſaid, on which 

1 he would trouble the Houſe, and that was, that it at once ſur- 
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The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
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8 and grieved him, that no advice had been given to his 


Majeſty, or at leaſt that no intimation had been given by him, 
that he was ready and willing to bear any part of the burden 


of paying the Prince's debts. He wiſhed, for the fake of the 


_ dignity and ſplendour of the monarchy, that this had been 
done; but as it had not, the beſt and ſafeſt way that he knew 


of, was to vote ſuch an eſtabliſhment as ſhould prevent the 
Prince from incurring future debts, and that would decidedly 


weigh with him to ſupport the original motion, and vote againſt 
the amendment. ,,, aa ae rec | 
Mr. Fox faid, that conſcious what he felt it his duty to ſay 
would be acceptable neither to the Crown, the Prince of Wales, 
nor the majority of the Houſe, or of the country, he could 
Have no particular inducement to be very forward in troubling 
the Committee with his opinion. Yet, notwithſtanding, he 


ſhould not relax in the conſcientious diſcharge of that duty 
he was bound to perform. His Majeſty, he was aſſured, was 
above conſidering improperly any thing ſtated in that Houſe, 
although what he was about to ſtate, he was aware, would 
neither be agreeable to the Court nor to the Prince: Nor ſhould 


he perhaps concur even with any of his friends in that Houſe, 


or with the majority of the Members preſent, or the Public at 


large. It was undoubtedly neceffary to ſupport the fplendour 
of the Crown as an eſſential part of the conſtitution; but he 
did not underſtand calling it, as it had been called, the centre 
-of the conſtitution. The Crown was dear to every man who 
loved the conſtitution, but not dearer than other parts of it, 
not dearer than the Houſe of Commons, the popular branch 
of the conſtitution. To the chief magiſtrate in all govern- 
-ments, republics as well as monarchies, a certain degree of 


fplendour was neceſſary. He never could defire to tubvert 


thoſe ſyſtems which had the approbation of experience in 
every country and every age. 'The ancient republics were 
convinced how requiſite fplendour was to dignify their govern- 
ment, and lend authority to their proceedings, and the late 
tranſactions of a modern republic were in ſome manner ano- 


malous. This was a point clear from the hiſtory and practice 


of all governments, but ſubject to modification, as circum- 


ſtances might require. There were caſes in which the dignity 
of the Crown might be better upheld by relinquiſhing part of 
its accuſtomed ſplendour than by a ſtrict adherence to it. 

Pitt), he remarked, had pro- 
duced but one queſtion, which comprehended the whole of 
the important buſineſs under diſcuſſion. He therefore took a 


view of the general ſubject before he ſpecifically examined the 


queſtion itſelf. Much had been ſaid of the eſtabliſhments of 


former 


Mar 14}, WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 235 


former Princes of Wales as precedents. . Sorry he was that he 


could not look to thoſe precedents as the moſt creditable part 
of the hiſtory of the Houſe of Brunſwick. The eſtabliſh- 
ment of George IL when Prince of Wales, had been a mere 
matter of party; how much more that of his ſon Frederick 
Prince of Wales? For George II. when Prince of Wales, 
0,000]. was deemed ample proviſion, and how much more 
was allowed to Frederick, the father of his preſent Majeſty ? 
50,0001. was deemed ample proviſion for him too for many 
years, although he had a family of four children, and conſe- 
quently an increaſed houſehold ; yet afterwards this was ſud- 
denly doubled, and 100,000l. was granted; Go, oool. a year 
when he happened to differ in political opinion from his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, and 100,000. when he afterwards agreed 


with them. He had too much reſpe& for the memory of that 


Prince, to impute to him motives inconſiſtent with the honour, 
of his high ſtation, inconſiſtent with the honour of any pri- 
vate gentleman z but the circumſtance gave room to ſuſpicions 


in the country, as injurious in their tendency to the Prince as 
to the people, for mutual reſpect and confidence were neceſ-- 


ſary to the intereſts of both. What he deprecated on the 
preſent occaſion, Mr. Fox ſaid, was a conduct on the part of 
the Houſe that might expoſe any Prince of Wales to ſuch ſuſ- 
picions. Let all men ſee that they meant to be guided only 
by the actual principles of the caſe, and not by regard to the 
individual; and here he muſt lament the whole conduct of Go- 


vernment with reſpect to the eſtabliſhment of his Royal High- 


neſs. When an allowance of so, oool. a year in addition to 
the Dutchy of Cornwall was propoſed, he thought it inſuf- 
ficient, Why then, it would be aſked, being one of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters at the time, did he concur in that allowance? 
He concurred, declaring his opinion of its inſufficiency, be- 


cauſe it was then an experiment, and great deference was due 


to the opinion of his Majeſty, who gave the whole ſum out of 
the civil liſt, without calling for the aid of Parliament, and 
thought that it would be ſufficient. A few years after, other 
miniſters adviſed his Majeſty to apply to Parliament to ex- 
onerate the civil liſt from this allowance to the Prince. In 
1787 an Hon. Magiſtrate (Alderman Newnham) brought the 
ſubjeCt again before Parliament, when proviſion was made for 


paying the debts of his Royal Highneſs, and 10,000]. a year 


was added to his income. This was no new experiment, but 


the reſult of an experiment already made. He then thought 
60,0001, a year in addition to the Dutchy of Cornwall an in- 


ſufficient allowance; but his mouth was ſtopped by the terms 


of the King's Meſſage, conveying very clearly both the King's 


opinion 
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40  WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, {Como 
opinion and the Prince's, that it would be ſufficient. The de- 
claration of his Royal Highneſs, that he would give no occa- 
fron for any future application to Parliament on a ſimilar ac- 
count, ſurpriſed him not a little. He knew not who had ad- 
 viſed him to make ſuch a declaration; but if his Royal High- 
neſs at any ſubſequent period had conſulted him upon the 
fubject, he would have ſaid, that being made it was a promiſe 
which for his honour he was bound to keep. It was, how- 
ever, the opinion of miniſters, and of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in particular, whoſe duty it more immediately was 
to form a correct opinion, that 60,0001. a year, in addition to 
the Dutchy of Cornwall, was ſufficient for the ſplendour of 
the Prince of Wales at twenty-five, and for reinſtating his 
houſehold, which he had diſmiſſed. Upon what principle then 
did they at this time pretend to ſay that 1 25, oool. a year was 
neceſſary? Marriage in the lower claſſes of life made a great 


difference in point of expence, but did it in any thing like the 


ſame 'proportion among the higher ranks? His Royal High- 
nefs before his marriage had a houſe and a houſehold; did his 
marriage require two houſes and two houſeholds? How then 
was it poſlible for thoſe who in 1787 ſaid that 73, oool. a year 
was ſufficient for his expences in Carlton Houſe when he was 
fingle, to ſay 138, oool. muſt be neceſſary now? He could not 
but lament that the ſame conduct ſeemed to be adopted with 
reſpect to the eſtabliſhment of his Royal Highneſs as had taken 
place with reſpect to that of Frederick Prince of Wales; that 
_ miniſters meaſured the extent of his allowance by the degree 
of approbation he beſtowed upon their ſyſtem of government; 
and that the Houſe, following them; was to be guided, not by 
principle, but by circumſtances of a very different nature. 
It might be aſked, whether he did not feel ſuch a difference as 
he ſuppoſed miniſters to feel? He would anſwer, that he did 
not; that he had never conſidered his Royal Highneſs in any 
other point of view than as the Heir Apparent to the Throne; 
that he had never looked to his opinions, but to his ſtation. 
He might then be aſked, whether he, who had always thought 
the former allowances to his Royal Highneſs inſufficient, 
would not now vote for the larger ſum, in preference to the 
amendment moved by his Hon. Friend? Undoubtedly he 
would, and for the reaſons he had ſtated on former occaſions, 
but not without ſome proviſion for preventing ſuch applica- 


tions to Parliament in future. The difference between the | 


preſent value of money, and the value of it when 100,000]. 
was an adequate provifion for Princes of Wales, required at 
leaſt an addition of one fourth. He ſhould be anſwered, that 
the increaſe of public debts and public burdens made the 
ka | | | | | country 


Mar 1% WOODFALL'S PARLTAMENTARY REPORTS, 1 
country leſs able to bear large eſtabliſhments. 'He'adriitted 


and lamented the increaſed” and increafing burdens of * | 


country; but with increafe of public debts, let the incteaſe” of 
ublic means to provide for them be taken into confideration. 


Let Gentlemen look to what he wiſhed miniſters had looked 


to in 1785; the increaſed habits of expence In all ranks, anc 
the difference of one fourth would certainly not appear to kee 
pace with it. His Hon Friend who moved the amendment, 
eke of the evil tendency of ſuch habits; but was the Prince 
of Wales the firſt example they would chooſe to ſelect for re- 
form, and, in ſome ſort, for . Suppoſe ſome. pet- 
ſon of the ſame rank and fituation in ſome country undi 


covered had indulged himfelf - in ſimflar excelles, | who 
would call down reprobation on him? He 'was the Heir Ap. 


parent in early life, when his ages Bis firuarion, the'times, 
habits, and manners, all conſpired to make Him fall into that 
evil they lamented. He remembered to have heard a lady, as 


weak and às frail as the fraileſt of her ſex, R 


but ſeriouſly, “I am conſcious of my faults; but I Hope 
atone for them by my marked diſapprobation of ſuch faults in 
others.“ It would ill become him to be very pointed in his 
diſapprobation of imprudent expence in others; but he would 
fay to the City, to Weſtminſter, to the Public at large, “ If 
you complain of increaſed habits of OY begin t e re- 
formation by Rr ourſetyes.” Reference might. be 
made to the liberality of Parliament, to other Princes, to the 
Crown itſelf. Whatever they might ſay about the diſtinctneſs 
and ſeparate intereſts of the three nc of the Legiſlature, 
and their independence of one another, it could not be dif- 
ſembled that the Crown having the diſpoſal of all offices civil 
and military, with the collection of near twenty millions of re- 


venue, muſt poſſeſs great influence in that Houſe. Would 


it then be ſeemly to yield to every extravagante of the Crown, 
but act harſhly and auſterely towards 4 Prince who had no 
ſuch innen Something on this occaſion might have been 


expected from the civil lift. Queen Anne, from 2 civil Hit 


of Goo, oool. gave 100, oool. towards the fupport of à War. 


George J. out of 700, oool. a year gave 100,000]. for the eſta- 


© 


bliſhment of his heir; and George IL che fame ſum for the 
eſtabliſhment of Frederick Prince of Wales. During the 
American war, when the country was not certainly in a. ſtate, 
of proſperity,” Parliament paid a large debt for the Fivil Hit, 
and added to it 100,000l. a year. The ſum appropriated to 
the privy purſe had been gradually increaſed rom 30,000 to 
od, oool. a year; why then refuſe a proportionate increaſe to 
the eſtabliſhment*of the ay of Wales? Theſe arguments 
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roperly Had th 0 « Houſe without much effect; and 
9 1 22 any eff now; i it woul I be from. their being 


erior Pie and fende talents. 
ee e 5 e i dig not 
There 2 5 ebts, 28 ate 18 QYa Ig 8 to 
. of 6 $20,000), and other debts. for Mes he 3s 


latter, he underſtood, much dale honour of 
tho contracted them, were, already in a ecuric. of 
8 oy ere the creditors to thi k the mode of 
"Payment tos flow, they might call upon the Prince for pay- 
mente as well as his own. creditors,. and, therefore, to relieve 


the ſame footing as his own.—Hence 
u. are the Prince well adviſed in applyin 
I Lal 29 ſubjeQ of his debts, after the promiſe 


ing 92 5 without ſome engagement on the 
rt of. hig 175 ghnely which might be r upon as a 
EL ain rue calls of the ſame kind? To both theſe 
queſt AAS, Fins ult give a decided negatixe: And therefore he 
| conhder.only. what i eſtabliſhment for the 
115 


tion. interpoſed, VIZ. 72 of the Princeſs ot Wales, who 


ood ple ged to make a ſuitable. proviſion. It was in 
9 750 pretend, 555 at:the Houſe, was not aware of the embar- 
rallments. of ogg, Highneſs, at the time they gave that 
| Modes 1 one of th em but knew the fact, although not re- 
aformed of it by a. meſfage from. his Majeſty. . For 


. 58 ms 8 5 1 to 5 rh principal, 
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pad the Finge and, Awake Pak \ublic way the ſame, for 
us 4 ity, che y, con ulted.. the public intereſt. 
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Bit l pc x | wo 15 Fig 15 0 10 beſt pre ſexved: ? By re- 
taining all ment, his creditors un- 
e apc 22 ks . 


3g 5 


him fr e if to do ſo was intended, theſe 


nx» Without noticing bis debts, . | Here again, a new con- 


had hee! invited over by the unanimous 1 ſent of Parlia- 
7 12 the country, and for whom the Houſe, b 3 2 Ad- 
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be would e to a plan for 7 | his a 


e ears. his. a Pay 5 at any man could pro- 
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ſervants, Every article of his ſtate would remine th 
what it was much better the Public ſhould forge. . 
a reduction as he propoſed be trade, and mens s fell ey Soul 
ſoon take à contrary turn; they would S 1 | 
chat ſhould reſtoret 8 the enjoy e Hons; 
and when it dtrived, view hav" ſplend ur with 'pritle 2nd" ſatlf⸗ 
action  Bixry-Hive thouſahd pounds with the income of 28 = 
Dutchy ef Corfivall, would form an adequate Fil Tor cue 
paymerit of his debts within! # reaſonable time. ©" 
it might be/aſked if the Prince! could lte in 4 war Wb 
his ſtate upon 60,0001): 4 year? He would_atifwer, 
upon 100, G00l. a year; for If he ed, miniſtets, upon e en 
principles, would not be for giving hien 12 6, 066k; 4 4 La 
for a time he might ſpare his great officers of ſtate, aud het * 
penſive appendages of his rank, and the Public would 1 
loyed and refpe&ted Prince of V Wales. Upon 160;008t. ayes 
would be expected to maintaim his fu eftabliſfirhent 210 
inadequate income, and would fieither” ee to clear à fir 15 
old incumbramces: nor to avoid new; Upon 8 
be expected to confult nothing but his erde e 
and the honourable" diſcharge of His juſt debts; aud when He 
had once experienced the public eſteem and affeckion thar . 
would foon follow ſuch a plan, his ſuture yeats muſt be pro- 
ſperous indeed, if he counted the years of his probation” the 
_ leaſt happy of his life. All this might be done much foo boilers 
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aud without expence to the Public. It had ever been His 6 

nion that a land eſtate was the leaſt proper of any for > 

| Crown, the moſt objectionable on acrbunt of the andue in- | 

N fluence it was ealcatated to create, and the leaſt likely to be ; 


| fan ee Fhe Dutchy of Cornwall, as he was in- 
formed erſons well acquainted with it, might be fold for n 
900 O00 . be would tappole for only 600,00. The Prince's 3 


lfe-intereſt'in it might de valded at 0000000. ati that 1—9 'Þ 

: applied to the payment of his debts. es remaining i rn 1 
? might be applied as Patliathent t ſhout, thitik fit 18 the fu⸗ Wks 
1 ture proviſion for Princes of Wales, if they were ſo attached 1 


N n to continue that whimſical bett of pio ion 
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would remain 320,0001- of debt, which the fund he had men- 
tioned would pay off in three or four Le when his Royal 


> 


Hignogls might reſume his ſtate; with the ſatisſaction that his 
indiſcretions had not coſt a penny to any one of thoſe whoſe 
fellow · ſubject he was at preſent, and whole Sovereign he was 
one. day to be. The middle courſe propoſed by the Right 
Hon, Gentleman would neither give ſplendour to the Prince 
91 comfort to the private gentleman; but above all, the peo · 
3 fee in it no atonement for paſt imprudence. * 8g 
He next reviewed the plan of the Right Hon. Gentleman 
in 1782, with the meaſures taken in reſpect of his Majeſty for 
e payment of the debts on the civil liſt, as well as the fimilar 


meaſures in 1784. and 1786, when the 50,0001. which had be- 
fore been granted was taken back. Here comparing what 
might happen from the uncertain tenure of life, Mr. Fox aſked, 
what ſecurity we ſhould have in another Parliament, if fimilar 
debts on the civil liſt ſhould be incurred, that they would not 
be paid in the ſame manner? He conceived the Houſe during 
the whole of the veign to be culpably liberal, and that muſt 
de the character of the Houſe of Commons while the Crown 
_ exerts its influence upon it. He approved of taking meaſures 
to prevent future debts being contracted, provided the plan 
Was to be general. If it were to apply to the Prince of Wales 
PIES bags ; a . 
individually, it would not be a mark of reſpect but of de- 
adation ; if applied to all future Kings and Princes, it ſhould 
hare his hearty ſupport. It would relieve Parliament from 
he difficulty which always occurred when debts were contract- 
ed by the Royal Family, that unleſs proviſion was made for 
the payment. at the public expence, the creditors muſt loſe 
the money. In making the officers of a Prince reſponſible for 
all debts in their ſeveral departments, there appeared to be 
ſuck inconveniences, as he thought could not be obviated. 
00 had, not his Majeſty been adviſed to do ſomething 
fpon this occaſion bimſelf ? Was it for the intereſt of regular 
government that Monarchs ſhould never appear to their ſub- 
ſects to feel any portion of, the public adverity z that they 
Would grow rich as the people were growing poor? In private 
families the indiſcretion of a ſon; was a misfortane which his 
family felt, and muſt; make ſacrifices to repair. The im- 
prudenge they all lamented was partly of this nature, and 
omething might have. been expected towards .repairing it. 
One hundred thouſand pounds. would not have gone far in 
money, but it would, have. gone far in ſentiment, It was not 
riſe in thoſe who. talked of the dangers that threaten mo- 
narchy, to ſuffer Kings and Princes to be known only to the 
people by expeneevanttaxes, oo 
EO 3 


. 


wo 


was anxious to promote, would not perhaps much reliſh what 
he had ſaid, if it ſhould be reported to him; but grateful as he 
was for the perſonal notice and kindneſs with which his Royal 
Highneſs had ſometimes honoured him, he never had ſpoken, 
or would ſpeak of him in that Houſe, but relatively to his ſta- 
tion, not to his own private feelings. The ſmallneſs of his 
income palliated his debts, and, had it not been for the pro- 
miſe in 1787, might have excuſed them. All who knew him 
knew this to have been his conſtant opinion upon that point. 
The Prince had not been fairly dealt with, as to the revenue of 
the Dutchy of Cornwall during his minority. What the Ack 
of Parliament gave to him from his birth, had been applied by 
ſucceſſive e a. to the purpoſes of the civil liſt; It was a mi- 
ſerable plea to fay, that the amount had been expended on his 
education. Would any man of fortune, whoſe ſon had a diſtinct 
income, charge him With the expences of his education? Mr. 
Fox concluded by obſerving, that his plan was to facilitate the 
extinction of the debts, and ſo was that of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman; but there was more rifk in the latter, and if the 
Public riſks, the Public pays. This being the iſſue, he re- 
peated that he would vote for making the allowance to the 
Prince of Wales 125, 00l. but that he would oppoſe taking 
any notice of his debts, unleſs a large fund for liquidating 
them were appropriated in ſome ſuch way as he had ſuggeſted. 
Mr. Wilberforce began. by obſerving that though he muſt 
conſider it as an unfavourable circumſtance, that he was about 
to riſe. to deliver his ſentiments immediately after the Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) who had juſt fat down, on account 
of the-compariſon which muſt be drawn to his diſadvantage; 
yet on another ground he could not but be glad that he had not 
caught the Speaker's eye, when he had riſen at an earlier period 
of the debate, for when the propoſition which had been origin- 
ally moved and enforced. by his Right Hon. Friend, had been 
agreed to and ſupported by the Right Hon. Gentleman, he 
was ſure he had at leaſt, heard all that was to be, urged in vindi - 


cation of it: It was a propgſition. from which he muſt reluc- 


tantly diſſent, but he truſted he was not acting under the influ- 
ance of prejudice, or paſſion, but determined on an impartial 
conſideration of the important ſubject before them, and earneſt 
in the purſuit of trutn. | : 


Ae muſt begin by returning his thanks to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, for bringing the buſineſs forward in fo fair 
a way: It had been diſtinctly Rated, that we were now to leave 


out 
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performed in Parliament. The illuſtrious: perſon whoſe ho» 
nour and. intereſt, in conjunction with thoſe of the Public, he 
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out-all confideration of the Prince of Wales's debts; and that 
we had ſimply todetermine what, in the preſent eircumſtances of 
thiscontitry, was the allowance which we ought to make to him. 


It would be afterwards for the Houſe to decide whether or 


not any, and if any, what proportion ſhould be appropriated 
to the liquidation of the debts. But this was not he | 
then before them. That on which he had at prefent to make up 
his mind, without reference to the ineumbrances, was merely 


what ſhould be granted to the Prince of Wales. And ſurely 


it would be impoſſible for him or for the Houſe not to fee! 
the peculiareſreumſtances under which they were to deter 
mine on that point. Need he mention the immenſe debt which 


ubject 


was already incurred during the preſent war, added to all our 


former burdens, and the indefinite amount of that which might 
yet remain behind? Need he inſiſt on the diſtreſſes which at 
this moment the lower orders were experiencing from the 
nunequalled price of every neceffary of life? He could not but 

obferve, that the Right Hon. Gentleman who had preceded 
him (Mr. Fox), had on the preſent oceaſion ſomewhat flurred 
over this part of the ſabjeck, which no man in general felt 
more ſtrongly, or knew how to reprefent in more impreſſive 
terms. Need he ſuggeſt the endeavours which had been uſed 
to fender a limited monarchy unpopular, by repreſenting it to 
he a mode of government, wherein the many were to be taxed 
and impoveriſhed, to fupply the luxury and prodigality of a 


court, or urge the uſe which would be made in this connexion, 


of any grant upon the preſent oceaſion, which by moderate 
and reaſonuble men might - be deemed in any degree extra- 
vagam?' Surely it would be ſufficient to remind the Houſe of 


— 


theſe ſeveral topics, and every Gentleman's own mind would 


_  fupply the various conſiderations they were calculated to 


ſuggeſt 


Giving them their due weight to all theſe circumſtances, 


the queſtion to which he had to anfwer was this hat would 
be the proper allowance for the Heir Apparent to the Crown? 


He entirely agreed with his Right Hon. Friend, that this was 


no private or perfonal, but a public and a political queſtion : 
They were bound indeed to grant to the Prince of Wales, as 
à man for whom it was incumbent-on them to provide, what- 
ever might be requiſite for his perſonal comfort; but beyond 


this, and conſidering him in his political capacity, it was their 


duty to inveſtigate what allowance would beſt promote the 


end in view, that of giving credit and ſupport to the monarchy. 


He ſaid he thought that Gentlemen hardly went deep enough 
Ez Refer HH TI IE To RS 5, 
On looking at all attentively into hiſtory, and examining 
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the principles of human nature, it would: appear not only that 
ſuch an allowance as they were now ſpeaking of, ought (o be 
different at different periods, and in different ſtates of ſociety, 
in order to render it moſt. conducive to the intended end but 
that as in more rude and barbarous times, when a general 
ſimplicity of living prevailed, it might beſt ſupport the honour 
and credit of the crown for the King and his immediate 


connexions to live in great ſplendour and magniſicenęe (for 
which therefore large revenues would be required); ſ% in 
times of n luxury and extravagance, a certain chaſts - 


and dignified ſimplicity, when not ſinking into any thing mean 


veneration. This was a principle, of the truth of which he 


was firmly convinced, though it might ſeem a little ſingular 
at firſt ſight; and it would be ſound to hold true in every 
other inſtance wherein it was applicable as well as in that of 


the ſtyle of living: Every one would anticipate its application 


to works of literature and the fine arts, in which, at a more 


e 


caſe of the public eſtabliſhment of this country (he need only | 


Highneſs than in any _ 


expences conſiſted in fixed ſalaries to the various otheers of his, 
court, which were the ſame now as they had been in the time 


of his grand father. 11 45 


' Mx. Wilberforce: proceeded to obſerve, that what he had a 
little before remarked concerning the greater ſimplicity. Which 
became times of general pamp and luxury, would. * in 
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tome degree as an anſwer to another argument in favour of the 
larger allowance, that not only the price of every article in- 


ereaſed, but the ityle of living was itſelf extremely raiſed with- 
in the laſt few years; whence it was contended, the Prince of 


Wales muſt ſpend much more now than a Prince of Wales 


formerly, to maintain his relative ftuation. But he thought 
it was here alſo to be remarked, that the chief difference in the 


manner of living conſiſted in this, that from the uſual effects 
of increaſing opulence, the lower and middle orders had gra- 
dually adopted the luxuries and refinements of the higher 


claſſes, and he betieved that to any one who would conſult the 
page of hiſtory, it would appear that in the caſe of perſons 


in the higheſt rank, like that of his Royal Highneſs, the ſtyle 


of living was not only not increaſed, but that it was actually di- 


| miniſhed : They had fewer retainers than formerly, they had 


teſs numerous retinnes, their entertainments were leſs coſtly and 
magnificent. Any one might be ſatisfied of theſe things, who 


would look into ſome curious publications, concerning the man- 
ner of living in England in former times. | 
But the Right Hon. Gentleman, willing to bring forward 


the whole force of his artillery, had tried the effect of faceti- 
ouſneſs as well as of ferious argument; and by a pleafant 


Rory had ridiculed the idea of the Members of that Houſe 


prefcribing to the Prince of Wales that ſimplicity and mode- 
ration of living, which they were themſelves ſo flow to practiſe; 
but the Lady in queſtion, it was to be obſerved, was acting 
in an individual, and not in a ae capacity. What would 

ay to a judge upon the bench, 
who ſhould declare that he muſt change the ſentence of that 
taw which he was ſworn to pronounce, becauſe he knew he 
was himſelf in ſome degree chargeable with the ſame offence ? 


And was a legiſlative of leſs importance than a judicial func- 


tion? He muſt remind the Houſe that they were then in 
the exerciſe of a ſolemn duty, deliberating on the proper provi- 


fon for the Heir Apparent of the Crown, bound to maintain 


a due regard on the one hand to the claims of his exalted ſta- 
tion, and on the other to the peculiar circumſtances of the 
times, and the intereſt of the people. Strongly impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of its being incumbent on him to diſcharge with fidelity 
the duties of his important ſtation, and knowing that it was 
one of his eſpecial duties to watch over the intereſts of the 

Throne, he muſt go on to ſpeak his mind with freedom: He 


could not help confeſſing then, that in conſidering the amount 


of his Royal Highneſs's allowance, he muſt take into his 
view the probable application of it; but it was more pleafing 


to expreſs gratitude than cenſure, and it afforded him no ſmall 


— 


ſatil- 
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ſatisfaction, thus publicly to declare the deep obligations under 


which he lay to their Majeſties upon the thfone, for their 


exemplary conduct, by which they had arreſted the progrefs 


of licentiouſneſs in the higher claſſes of ſociety, and ſuſtained 


the fainting. morals. of the age. If ever the ſcene ſhould he 


changed in theſe particulars—— But he would only add that | 


a French court would ſoon produce a French nobility, and a 


French capital, and theſe perhaps would be but too rapidly 


followed by a French revolution... 
With regard to what had been inſiſted on- of the Prince's 


. 


4 © 


increaſed expences, in conſequence of his having become a 


married man, he thought 40, 00 0l. a year was fully ſufficient 


to cover that increaſed expence; he felt as much as any one 
the force of a topic, which had been powerfully urged, that 
of their being bound in honour to conſider her Royal High- 
neſs the Princeſs, in this arrangement. He could not but believe 


however, that they gave her little credit for thoſe feelings 


which he truſted ſhe poſſeſſed, who conceived that ſhe would 
not be moſt pratified by her caufe being conſidered as iden- 
_ tified with that of her huſband, and by receiving that which 


with moſt cheetfulneſs and cordiality the people of England 
would beſtow: He could not but flatter himſelf indeed, that 


both their Royal Highneſſes, whatever might be the firſt emo- 
tions of the moment, would in the hour of recollection 
feel little obliged to thoſe who could confider- their intereſts 
and feelings as diſtinct from thoſe of the people, whom they 
were one day to govern, and that they would learn rather to re- 


ſpect thoſe who were too ſenſible of the bleſſings of a monar- 


chy, to leflen the ſolid ſtrength, by increaſing the pageautry 


ol the crown, and endanger the loſs of its beſt ſecurity, the 


_ cordial good-will and affection of the people at large. Mr. 
| Wilberforce concluded with a few additional remarks, concern- 
ing the ſale of the Dutchy of Cornwall, as ſuggeſted by Mr. Fox, 

and the larger appropriation for payment of the Prince's debts, 
which if they were to be paid at all, he muſt certainly prefer 
to the ſmaller one ſuggeſted by the Chancellor of the Ex- 


_ chequer. He alſo approved in this caſe of Mr. Fox's idea of 


the Prince's living for a while as a private man, without a 
court, and remarked that to deprive their Royal Highneſſes 


of this kind-of ſtate, would probably be to take away little 


or nothing from their happineſs. 


. Mr. Fox, in explanation, ſaid a life-intereſt in the Dutchy 


belonged to the Prince by Ack of Parliament, and. the rever- 


| fon to the Public.) If then, as in eaſes of private property, 


the parties agreed to ſell, the life-intereſt might be | valued; 
and applying the amount to the immediate reduction of a debt 
© WOE, Be On 8 "3G IN EN eg ee eis 


* 2 


Bn 2 
3 


DE 
* = S 


8 . PR 
Ln mg — — 
— com 82 — 


ods 
= 


y 11 
— — r > 


* 


at 


IE S A 20-2 9 An anartoe one's grins. pode * 
3 2 = EEE CS BO * Is — 2 —_—_ q 
3 7 S ba 5 1h — - 7 1 8 I S 8 25 - 
K T IO IEG FP : SUSE FS — 
: 22 Er SCENES. 7 8 — 8 EI ops WL _—_— 
- KIB” ve 8 AIG A 2 3 
2 ES 2 8 5 . — 55, * 
RY A 1 — X fe IB CIS - 
; = = — * * Di T2 6: — EX ——— _ 
2 WE! © Y ps ld bag T Fo 
* 1 - - „ 222 4 Rr I 22 
— - - a= 
2 e = — 1 = 


fp, * 


— 42 . 
pin a 

. . — . nie tA 
c 


— — wok 2 * — 
. es; RCs, gs VT 
I EIRED wa nm oe en. . 2 


29 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commonxs, 


was not putting the Public to one penny of expence, becauſe | 
1 value of the reverſion would ſtill be at the diſpoſal of the 
Mr. Yorke (aid, he could not anſwer to his conſtituents ſor 
voting more than foo, oool. Any propoſition for paying the | 
debts, ought to form a diſtint-confideration.” © 
Mr. Powys agreed in general with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, but hoped that what Mr. Fox had ſaid; with re- 
ſpect to the ſale of the Dutchy, would be very ſeriouſly at- 
tended to. He ſaid, in propoſing limitations or reſtridtions | 
upon the income to be granted to his Royal Highneſs, he 
hoped he ſhould not be ſuſpected of a want of proper reſpect 
for that Illuſtrious Perſonage; but this propoſition came on 
under circumſtances totally unprecedented. In former caſes, 
where a proviſion was made for a Prince of Wales, the reve- 
nue was paid out of the civil liſt, and therefore Parliament 
had no right to impoſe reſtrictions ; but in the preſent in- 
ſtance, the Parliament were voting the public money, and to 
do it with jealouſy was their duty. 1 
Mr. Buxton begged to be heard a moment; (the Houſe was 
very clamorous for the queſtion.) He only wiſhed to alk, 
whether the propoſition relative to the Dutchy of Cornwall 
would be acceded to. If it were to be fold, he ſhould vote for 
the larger ſum of 125, oool., but if it were not, he moſt cer- 
tainly would give his ſupport to the amendment. 
General Smith was for a very liberal allowance, which he 
ſaid would be nothing without paying the debts. The income 
of the Dutchy of Cornwall having been ſpent. by the Public 
during the Prince's minority, ought to be made good to him 
by the Public. He ſhould not therefore feel the ſlighteſt he- 
fitation to give his vote for the larger ſum propoſed : He ſhould 
even have had no objection if the ſum had been ſtill larger. He 
wiſhed the Houſe to take into their conſideration the enormous 
expences which a Prince of Wales was neceſſarily compelled 
to incur, which private men, however large their fortune, were 
exempt frozw. At the preſent period, the great increaſe of 
price in every article, rendered it proper for the Houfe to 
make ſuch a fair increaſe of revenue as would put his Royal 
Highneſs upon an equality with his predeceſſors. He con- 
tended, that the reaſon why his Royat Highneſs was ſo involv- 
ed at preſent was, that when his eſtabliſhment was firſt fixed, 
it was too ſmall: This compelled him to run in debt, and 


cauſed all his ſubſequent perplexities. 4 8 
Sir William Pulteney was for relieving the Prince from his 

debts, but in ſuch a way as that the Public might ſee what 
they were doing, and for mak ing it impoſſible that . Wy 


r 
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Royal Family ſhould contract debts in future. He would 


vote for the ſmaller ſum, reſerving the debts for future con- 
de ee, 5 


Mr. Efte ee the queſtion had been . on in the 


manner it was. The Houſe had been told they were not to 


take into conſideration the payment of the debts. on that 
evening, and yet an eſtabliſhment had been propoſed, a 


great part of which it had been declared was intended to 


be appropriated towards the diſcharge of the debt. 
Mr. Banks was decidedly of opinion that the plan of che 


| Chancellor of the Exchequer for liquidating the Prince' s debts 


in twenty-ſeven. years was, in a ou meaſure, nugatory, and 
put the riſk ultimately on the Public to pay them. He was 
therefore for adopting Mr. Fex's plan of applying 65,000. 
together with the profits of the Dutchy of Cornwall, to- 
wards this deſireable end, which would effect it in a few 
rene 


was ſo loud that it was impoſlible to 


Queſtion ! ! Queſtion ! 
hear his ſpeech. : 


Mr. T. Coke and General Macked approved of Mr. Fox' s 


plan. 


Mr. M. A. Taylor ſaid he ſhould vote for the larger ſum. 


If a commiſſion were appointed to inquire into the debts, they 


might be reduced from 600, Ol. to 400, 00. He an 
paying them as Mr. Fox propoſed. 
Ar. Huſſey ſaid, that while a fund. was ſuffered to go to 


waſte that might be made productive, he ſhould oppoſe taking 


money from an other. 


Mr. R. Smith was for the amendment. He thought a plan 
forliquidating the debts in twenty-ſeven years, was no mw at 
all; and approved of Mr. Fox's propoſition. - 

The Committee divided on N W $ ne 13 

| her — 99 
a Noes n 260 , 

Mr. Huſſe ey then moved, chat the Chaim do r now "Sha * 

chair (a form of oppoſing the main queſtion without giving | it 


a a ns $ en which the Committee 00 


eee, , e TT > 
Nees — | 248 . 
The Committee then . on the main . 2 

® 31 dues er hee egy, A ES 

ee e A ir ts £3t3 
The original reſolution was then put and carried, |. TREE. 
On the other reſolutions, or amendments. moved to them, 
io. more: diviſions took er oo | rangers) were not ad- 
Kk 2 mitted. 


Mr. Maurice Robinſon ſaid a few words; but the cry of 
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mitted. The numbers on the two divifions were 99 to 248, 
and 100 to 2444. 


The Speaker having reſ waned the chair, the report was or- 


dered to be received the next day. 


- Mr. Secretary Dundas preſented the papers relative to ehe 
conduct of Sir Charles vey and Sir John Ji in the hou 


Indies. | 
Mr. Grey moved that the Papers be printed; which was 


ordered. 


Mr. Grey added, that as the ſeſſion was far Aar dberd. if. the ; 
Hen. Gens an whit had moved for this inquiry, meant to 
found any motion upon the papers then before the Houſe, he 


hoped he would loſe no time in bringing it forward. 
Mr. Barham ſaid he meant to take an early opportunity of 
| bringing forward a motion. ; 

INOS at al an hour 1 twelve. 5 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 1 5 
5 FI DAV, May „ 


Received ſeveral Bills from the Commons, and ome pa- 


pers from the India HouſmſG. 
Read a third time and N hogs ſeveral Bills on x the _w 
Taxes. 


hppa to e Monday. 


/ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
14 FRIDAY, May 15. | 
SIR CHARLES GREY AND SIR JOHN, JERVIS. 


Mr. Barham gave notice, that on Thurſday ſe'nnight he 
would make a motion on the papers relative to the conduct 
_ of Sir Charles Grey and Sir Jo Ave during their com- 


mand. in the Weſt Indies. 
Mr. Grey expreſſed his forpriſe that the Hon. Gentleman 


| 7 ſhould not have named an earlier day for his motion. The 
papers had been laid on the table the preceding day, and 


would be printed about the middle of the week. The Hon. 
Gentleman was perfectly apprized of their contents, ſor he 
had had the ſame papers upon which he was to found his 
motion for inquiry, afready fix months in his poſſeſſion. Was 


: it fair in the Hon: Gentleman to bring n his motion 8 


3 


WA wm - Ss ni 


Mar 19} WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 253 


ſo advanced a period of the ſeſſion, as would render it impoſ- 
ſible for the Houſe to go fully into the inquiry? | 


© Mr. Barham laid, that at preſent, "Thurſday ſe'nnight was 


the firſt open day. He vindicated himſelf from the charge 


of delay, for reaſons which he had formerly aſſigned. © As g 
to the advanced period of the ſeſſion, he, as well as the 


Hon. Gentleman, did not expect that any inquiry would be 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that if the Hon. Gentleman made out any 
charge which demanded inquiry, he did hope that an inquiry 


would take place. But if the Hon. Gentleman brought for- 


ward his motion at a time that he conceived an inquiry would 
not be granted, he left to him and to the Houſe to determine 
on the fairneſs of ſuch a procecding. _ ee LIAN BCLS 
PRINCE OF. WALES'S ESTABLISHMENT AND DEBTS, ' 

Mir. Steele brought up the Report of the reſolutions of the 
Committee an his Majeſty's Meſſage, relative to an eftabliſh- 
ment for his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, on which 
a deſultory converſation took place. Eo drawer ues 
Mr. M. A. Taylor roſe to give his reaſons why he had the 
preceding night voted for the larger ſum; it was becauſe he 
was in hopes that the meafure for effecting it, propofed by 
his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) would have been adopted: 
But he aſſured the Houſe, that he did not vote for the fun 
of an hundred and twenty-five thouſand pounds en the idea 
of the Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the 
debts of the Prince were to be paid off by fo very flow de- 
grees as to leave ſome of them exiſting for ſo long a time as 
twenty-ſeven years. This, he ſaid, could not be confidered 
as relieving the Prince, or rendering Ins ſituation more eaſy'; 
it was not relieving him in the manner Parliament ſhould do; 


for it only held out the name of relief, while it left him 


nearly as much embarraſſed as ever. 


He wiſhed to throw out for conſideration, notwithſtanding 
the unpopularity attached to it, whether it would not be bet- 


ter for the Prince and for the Public too, to have the debt 


put in a way of immediate liquidation, the various items 
being firſt ſubmitted to the 1e 0 of Commiſſioners to 
be appointed by Parliament; for he thought it very likely, 
that, if fairly aſcertained, they would not amount to the ſum 
given in. Moſt of the Gentlemen in that Houſe, he ſaid, 
were well acquainted with the nature of thoſe things, and 
could tell how borrowed money was to be paid, and how arti- 
cles got on credit were always charged, particularly to a perſon 


— _ WW.” a a. dd 
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of the Prince's rank. Mr. Taylor enlarged upon the extortion _ 
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and frauds to which the Prince was ſubject, and exemplified 
it by the recital of a matter of fact which had come within 
his own immediate knowledge.—* A friend of his, caught 


with the elegance of a pair of buckles in a certain ſhop, went 


in to buy them; the ſhopkeeper demanded four guineas and 


a half, which the gentleman thinking an exorbitant price, 
declined giving; but ſtill retaining a wiſh, for the buckles, 
returned in a few days and aſked for them, when, to his 


ſurpriſe, he was informed that the Prince of Wales had 


taken a liking to, and ſent for them, and that he (the ſhop- 


keeper) had let his Royal Highneſs have them for #fteen 


guineas.” It was therefore, Mr. Taylor contended, for the 


intereſt of the Prince and the Public, to. aſcertain the.extent, 
the nature, and the grounds of the debts; and that being 


done, the Parliament ſhould pay them, and make the Prince 
an allowance - ſufficiently ſplendid, but not ſo ſplendid as they 


would, if no ſuch incumbrances exiſted. As for the plan of 
the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), it would not extri- 
cate him, and he would have again to ſubmit ſimilar demands 
to Parliament. | 5 


Colonel Stanley ſaid, that if he had been preſent the preceding 


night, he would have voted for the ſmaller ſum, becauſe he con- 
ceived that a profuſe expenditure of the public money would 


do more miſchief than all the ſeditious pamphlets that had 
been publiſhed for ſeven years paſt. F 5 


future day what he had ſaid the preceding night, and propoſe 


that the whole of the ſixty-five thouſand pounds ſhould be 
applied to the liquidation of the Prince's. debts. And 


one reaſon of his doing this was, that he was certain many 
of the creditors would take leſs than their demand if they 
were offered prompt payment. 4 4 | 


Mr. oliffe ſaid, that he ſhould feel it a duty he owed to 
| himſelf and to the Public, to ſtate the reaſons that induced 


him to vote for the ſum of one hundred and twenty-five 
thouſand pounds, as the eſtabliſhment of the Prince of Wales. 
That a Prince of Wales may live with comfort, as: well as 


ſome ſplendour, on half that ſum, is certain; that he may 


live with more comfort, becauſe with leſs ſplendour, even on 
a quarter of that ſum, is true; but as the Houſe and the 


Public have thought it neceſſary that any Prince of Wales 
ſhould have at leaſt one hundred thouſand pounds a year over | 


and above the revenues 'of the Dutchy of Cornwall, he was 
aſtoniſhed that there could be a moment's haggling, or a 
ſyllable of diſpute, about the addition of twenty-five thouſand 


pounds to a Prince of the many and known excellencies of 


_ the 


Mr. Curwen gave notice, that he ſhould follow up on a 


* 
* 
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the preſent; Prince of Wales. What was abſolutely. neceſ- 
ſary for bare maintenance was ſmallz but when the country 
choſe, for their own ſtate, for their own magnificence, that 
the Heir to the Crown ſhould appear with ſplendour, to diſ- 
pute about twenty-five thouſand: pounds to a perſon of the 
elegance, munificence, and taſte of the Prince of Wales, was 
beyond his conception —what he could not have ſuſpected in 
that Houſe of Commons. That one hundred thouſand pounds 
a year was neceſſary or proper he did not mean to ſtate, but 
he took it on the univerſal poſition of every body, that that 
ſum was neceſſary; and if ſo, he was amazed that a diſpute 
on this occaſion, ſhould have ariſen reſpecting the remaining 
twenty-five thouſand pounds. How it came that a Prince of 
Wales was ever conſidered as a perſon of ſuch neceſſary large 
expence, he would not pretend to determine, becauſe, pofſi- 
tively. ſpeaking, he is no public character; but, on the poſi- 
tion that one hundred thouſand pounds, is not more than 
enough for any Prince of Wales, he muſt take leave to ſay, 
that one hundred and twenty-five thouſand pounds is not too 
much for this. But he ſaid, what chiefly called him up to 
ſpeak was, the manner in which the Prince had been treated, 
which he conceived to be unjuſt and illiberal in the higheſt 
degree” inns bout gar eye, hey | NE CLONE GFYOSES:.” 
The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), whoſe. epithets . 
were not of ſo coarſe a nature as ſome, but not the lefs ſe- 
vere, though he did not knock down with a bludgeon, he 
wounded ten times deeper. with a razor. He had, in his 


— 


manner, if not in preciſe words, uſed every ill- natured expreſ- 
ſion he could utter. The other Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Fox) had poſitively ſtated a breach of engagement on the 
part of the Prince in the meſſage that Houſe had received, that 
no farther debt ſhould be incurred. Good God, Sir, ſaid he, 
that ſuch a reproach ſhould come from ſuch a quarter! There 
may be faults to which we may not be ſubject ourſelves, 
which it is but charity to overlook in others; but of all men 
living, that that Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould: condemn the 
Prince for being in debt, and then, on the. promiſe of a fu- 
ture amendment, that he (ſhould err again, is the laſt of ex- 
traordinary meaſures which he could have ſuſpected him to 
be guilty of. What, Sir, is this wonderful unpardonable 
offence? He contracted a debt (a ſmall one in the com- 

pariſon of the power of this country to pay) ; he had not the 
controul of his own income; it has ever been at the diſpoſal. 
of others, and when that debt was paid; he incurred in ſome 
years a new incumbrance. The Prince does not affect to be 
nore than man, and therefore he is ſubject to the frailties of 
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voung men, and they are flight ones. Is there a man here who 
| | 64 been able preeiſely to keep every pecuniary engagement 
that he has been induced to make? I wiſh, Sir, ſaid Mr. 


whom we all know, and moſt of us with the utmo 


Joliffe, that we had any of us half the good qualities of the 


Prince, and not more faults. Is there any man who hears 
me who would think this an unpardonable fault in his fon ? 
But is there any man who can boaſt he has a ſon like the 


Prince? He is the firſt Gentleman — the moſt poliſhed, the 


moſt pracious, the moſt good- natured and benevolent of men. 
But, beſide, he is Heir Apparent to the Chief Magiſtracy of 

the country; and we have been haggling all night whether 
the nation ſhould grant to him, to maintain and keep up an 
eſtabliſhment, not of his own forming, twenty-five thouſand 
pounds. But, Sir, the moſt affronting part of the whole tranſ- 


action is that where fifty thouſand pounds was propoſed as the 
jointure of the Princeſs, there was almoſt an univerſal cry of 
nemine contradicente. So that after you had been ſquabbling 
about twenty-five thouſand pounds to the Prince, who is Heir 
Apparent to the throne, who was born and bred e you, 

familiarity, 
whom we ought to love and eſteem, as an affront to him we 
are to vote, without a diflenting voice, fifty thouſand pounds 
a year to the Princeſs after his death, whom we have ſcarcely ſeen, 


of whom we know nothing; who may be as excellent as 
me is literally fair, but who may be the direct reverſe. He 


mult fay, that expreſſing unanimity on ſuch an oeccaſion, 


after what had paſſed, was a poſitive affront to the Prince, 
becauſe it would be marking not their inability, but their 

_ difinclination. He could mean no diſreſpect to the Princeſs, | 

but as he wiſhed reſpect to the Prince, he could not ſuf- 


fer this vote to eee paſs with perfect unanimity. 

Mr. Hawkins Brown approved of the ſmaller ſum, on the 
ground of the neceſſity of the moſt rigid economy, in order to 
enable the country to ſupport the expences of the preſent con- 


teſt, and 25,000). a year, in ſuch times as the preſent, was a 


very important conſideration. 


_ © General Tarleton thought that his Majeſty's miniſters had 
managed the nuptials and eſtabliſhment very badly, or, to uſe 
a vulgar expreſſion, put the cart before the horſe. They ſhould 
have provided for the eſtabliſhment before they brought the 
- Princeſs over to ſhare in the bad fortunes of the Prince. In pri- 


vate life, no father of honour would agree to his ſon, if 


deeply in debt, marrying any woman, This came home, he 
- thought, to the miniſters, in the preſent caſe. | g 
Mir. Whithread ſaid, that he had the preceding night ab- 
ſtained from ſpeaking, leſt he ſhould have been betrayed into 


any 


1 


F 


(9b. 


y 


the preſent application, 


ſplendour of rank could veil. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ex 
of the eſtabliſhment being dated from the 1oth of October, 
by ſtating that it was occaſioned by the extraordinary expences 

neceſſarily incurred in the firſt inſtance, and the length of 

time during which the arrival of the Princeſs had been ex- 
_ pected. e 9852 

E Mr. Whitbread exp 


68,0001. for 


Mr, Grey ſaid, 


that no doubt the Houſe would be ready 
to make a liberal proviſion for the paſt, if they ſaw any pro- 
miſe with reſpect to the future. But what muſt they think 
when they found, that the Prince, on the eve of his preſent 
application, had not only exhauſted the additional ſum granted 
for his eſtabliſhment, but contracted a new debt of 68,000. ?. 


ſaying, that retirement in 
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any thing that might be unpleaſant. He now wiſhed. to aſk 
from the Right Hon. Gentleman, why the eſtabliſhment of the 
Prince was dated from the 1oth of October laſt ; this he con- 
ceived to be no leſs then a fraud upon the Public. An Honour- 
able Gentleman (Mr. Jolliffe) had ſaid that their conduct to- 
wards the Prince was liberal, contraſted with that which they 
had obſerved to his Royal Conſort; if the Prince was in a 
ſtate of diſcredit with the Houſe, they had not put him in that 
ſituation. He could not help thinking that his Royal High- 
neſs, after the ſolemn pledge which he had formerly given, 
vas extremely ill-adviſed to put his ſacred word at hazard by 
The only way to enable him to re- 
trieve his credit was to give him an eſtabliſhment of 100,000. 
out of which he might make proviſion for the liquidation of 
his debts. He mult alſo remark that it was extremely indecent 
to adviſe his Royal Highneſs, under his preſent circumſtances, 
to take up an expenſive eſtabliſhment, before he knew whether 
that Houſe would be diſpoſed to grant a ſum adequate for the 
- purpoſe. He muſt conclude with 
the Prince's caſe was infinitely more honourable than court 
ſplendour, As there were virtues, which no obſcurity of ſtation 
could ſhroud, ſo there were likewiſe circu 


257 


mſtances, which no 


plained the circumſtance 


| refled himſelf ſatisfied with this explana- 
tion, but ſaid he found upon the table an account of 
plate and jewels, when the ſum allowed was 
only 27,0001. | 8 | 


He concluded with moving, that inſtead of 65, oo0l., 40,0001, 


tived. 


Mr, Huſſey | 
provided, by a ſale of part of the land revenue of the Crown, or 


be inſerted in 


the reſolution, —The amendment was nega- 


then moved an amendment, * that a ſum be 


of the Dutchy of Cornwall, ſufficient to replace the ſame z” 


v ich, after a ſhort conyerſat 


* | PIES to that which took 


place 
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place previous to the diſcuſſion in the Committee of the pre- 


ceding day, was alſo negatived. 


I be original reſolutions were then put and carried, and a 


bill ordered to be brought in, in purſuance of the ſame. 
In a Committee on the Poor Relief Bill, a diviſion was 


moved on one of the clauſes, when, there not being ſorty 
Members preſent, the Houſe of courſe adjourned till Monday, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
ennie Bey 18% 1 
Heard counſel on a Scotch appeal, Chalmers verſus Roſs. 


.- HOUSE OF COMMONS. _ 
EO , 10,520 505 075, | 
| The. Call of the Houſe was deferred to Thurſday ſe*nnight. 
., Agreed.to go into a Committee of Ways and Means, and of 
Supply, on Wedneſday next. FPV 
A new writ was ordered for the Borough of Shoreham. 
5 ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCE TO SOLDIERS. _ 
General Macleod roſe to make the motion, of which he had 
on a former day given notice, relative to certain allowances 
granted by his Majeſty to the army now ſerving. in Great 
Britain, without the conſent of Parliament. He claimed the 
candour and indulgence of the Houſe, as the queſtion was of 


che greateſt conſtitutional importance, and he lamented that a 


Right Hon. Gentleman, the Secretary at War, was not in his 


place to give the neceflary explanation. What he had to urge 


he was aware was not likely to conciliate the favour of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite, nor could it be agreeable 


to any of his Majeſty's. miniſters, for it implicated them in 
common with an illuſtrious Perſonage, for whom he had the 
greateſt reſpect, in a ſuſpicion of negligence or criminality. 
Of late the aſtoniſhing increaſe in the pay of the ſoldiers had 
become an alarming and dangerous precedent, not fo much 
Indeed from the quantity of money granted as the manner of 
it. There is an abuſe of words, which, from long habits, forms 
an abuſe of things; and ſo it was in the preſent - inſtance. 
It was the language of that Houſe, and indeed it is the common 
language of the day, to call the army © His Majeſty's army; 


and ſo far as the money paſſes through the hands of his miniſ- 
ters, and the ſoldiers are ſubject to his command and diſcipline, 


4 


it is his Majeſty's army; but in the general ſenſe it is en, 
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- of the nation. In fact, it is dependent on the Parliament 1 
. for its exiſtence; for if the Parliament were at any time to 16 
a refuſe the ſupplies for its ſupport, it could no longer be em- Fd 
bodied. By taxes on the people at large the money 1s raiſed 1 
. for its ſupport, and a regular account is obliged annually to be 0 
5 given to Parliament by his Majeſty's miniſters of the mode 0 
1 in which the money granted for its ſupport has been expended. 0 
It ſo happens that this law, which is ſo effential in the conſti- 115 
tution, for the proſperity and ſafety of the nation, has been 1 
twice violated in a ſhameful degree. In 1792, an extra allow- 40 
ance for bread had been allowed to the army ſerving in Great 179 
8. Britain; firſt of three halfpence, and ſoon thereafter of another 144 
additional penny; amounting, together, to twopence halt- 5 f 
penny per day. For meat an extra allowance had been made 100 
of whatever that article of proviſion might exceed four- fe 
pence: halfpenny per pound. This would amount, on the N 
loweſt average, to three halfpence per pound. But in order 
t. to calculate the juſt and full amount of theſe extras, it would | 5 
of be neceflary to aſcertain the number of men in arms, in YR 
the pay of Government in this iſland. He ſuppoſed he was 177 
greatly under the mark when he ſtated the army at one hundred WE: 
thouſand men; but this he ſhould take at a very moderate _ 
q average, unleſs he ſhould be ſet right by ſome of his Majeſty's we 
; miniſters, who, from their official ſituation, might poſſeſs the 177 
5 means of exactly knowing the truth. Aſter a ſhort pauſe, as 5 
. Il have no anſwer, faid the General, I ſhall ſuppoſe that the 21 
i£ army, at a medium, conſiſts of one hundred thoufand men, 1 
which, at the extra allowance for bread and ſundries for 1792, 1628 
8 was 379,600l. This ſum was granted by his Majeſty with- * 
K out the confent of Parliament. A new allowance, without 9 
5 the conſent of Parliament, was granted for 1795, for the fol- 1 
le lowing items: ME e 1 f Pt. 
n For bh: r E £ 151,840 1 5 
e For meat, of which it is impoſſible to make any preciſe or is 1 
JJC fa 
h 2200S OS: ERAGIOL FROG a Foboogh yds Try. A. 4 
if Falf of this, though originally granted without conſent of fl 
15 Parliament, had been ratified by its fubſequent approbation. EC 
. © The new allowance, lately granted without the conſent of Par- 5 
A liament, by itfelf amounted to 379, ].]... 7% 
1 General Macleod did not ſay, nor did he think, that the by 
* extra allowance to the ſoldiers was more than the exigency of 1 
e, hs times demanded : Ina time of great general ſcarcity, every +34 
y conſiderate man muſt wiſh that ſome allowance of this nature | 
of ſhould be given to the privates in the army. It was not the 
e "DES | meaſure 
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ed at any time. 


diery was firſt regularly ſixed in the time of Oliver Cromwell, 
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meaſure itſelf therefore, but the mode of carrying it into effect, 
that he condemned; and that on the plain and obvious principle, 


that it was not conſtitutional for the executive branch of go- 


vernment to grant money for the ſupport of the army, without 
the knowledge and conſent of Parliament. He had made the 
Britiſh conſtitution his particular ſtudy from his earlieſt years; 


and if his underſtanding did not wholly miſguide him, the ſup- 


out of the army depended altogether on monies granted by 
Parliament. Its very exiſtence from year to year depended 


on the breath of Parliament thas paſſed the Mutiny Act. The 


name of his Royal Highneſs, the commander in chief, had been 
abuſed to an unconſtitutional purpoſe. Why did not ſome of 
the miniſters tell his Highneſs, that the meaſure in queſtion 
was unconſtitutional? A ſimple mandate from the Secretary 


at War—ſcarcely fo much—an order by a clerk in the War- 


office, counterſigned indeed, afterwards, by the Secretary at 


War, had laid a burden on the people of this country of near 


a million ſterling! This burden was laid, not in the receſs, 
but during the fitting of Parliament, as if a ſtudied inſult had 
been intended, or at leaſt a precedent ſought to be eſtabliſh- 


ed, by which miniſtry might at any time take the money 


of the people without the conſent of their repreſentatives. It 


was the ſame thing, General Macleod inſiſted, whether an 


extra allowance were made in money or in proviſions; v.th 


this difference, that if a diſcretionary power were granted to 


the officer, of laying out that extra allowance, the ſoldier 


cannot be perſuaded that he is not cheated; - Again, if the 
officer were to watch ſtrictly, and take care that nothing but 


the coarſeſt pieces of meat ſhould be given to the ſoldiers, as 
directed by Government, he would ſubject himſelf to a moſt 
invidious taſk: Nor would a ſoldier willingly forego in better 
times, when proviſions were cheaper, an extra allowance grant- 
The mode in which the extraordinary allowances in queſtion 
had been granted to the army, had a natural tendency to im- 


preſs the army with conviction, and the correſponding ſen- 


timents, that they depended for every comfort and douceur, 

not on the virtue and patriotiſm of fellow-ſubjects, their re- 
preſentatiyes in Parliament, but on the royal bounty. It would 
anſwer every patriotic, humane, and ſalutary purpoſe better, 


that 10d. or a ſhilling a day ſhould be extended to the men, 
by a vote of Parliament. Some handſome addition to the 


pay of the ſoldier was loudly demanded by the increaſed price 


of all neceflaries, or, in other words, the gradual and rapid de- 


preciation in the value of money. When the pay of the ſol- 


ap 
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at leaſt in the beginning of the reign of Charles IL it was fixed 
on the average of what a journeyman, in any common trade, 
might gain, communibus annis et locis, throughout Britain. 
Theſe things conſidered, no Gentleman would grudge an ad- 
dition to the pay of the army; but let this addition be made 
in a conſtitutional manner. By the preſent unconſtitutional 
mode that has been adopted, three great diſadvantages or griev- 
ances are incurred : Firſt, the people pay an additional tax. 
Secondly, the price of proviſions is enhanced, by the certainty 
the Past dere have, that the ſoldiers have no other intereſt than 
to pay any price that is demanded; and thus too a diſtinction 


and rivalry is eſtabliſned between the army and men in civil 


ſtations, as in the caſe of barracks, but which, in all caſes, 
ought to be avoided. Thirdly, what was worſt of all, it was by 
ſuch ſtrides of the executive power over the popular and ari- 
ſtocratical barriers of the conſtitution, as in Spain, the French 
monarchy, Sweden, Denmark, and almoſt every country in 
Europe, that the people fell, helpleſs, though often voluntary 


| {laves into the hands of courts. | 


General Macleod put the following as a caſe equally poſſible | 


and important : Suppoſe his Majeſty very honourably ſhould 
amaſs a large ſum by ſavings from lis Electorate of Hanover, 
or legacies from his Royal and Noble relations in Germany, 
would the Houſe of Commons, would the people of England 
permit that this ſum ſhould be expended in raiſing new troops, 
or in donations to thoſe already on foot in Britain? Should 
indefinite ſupplies be granted without conſent of Parliament 


to the heads of armies, farewell to freedom. It would be a 
glorious attainment, and moſt ſalutary to the conſtitution, if 


the additional allowance to the army could be ſuſpended, if 
but for one half hour, until it ſhould be confirmed and ſanction- 
ed by the voice of Parliament. For one precedent, good, per- 
haps, in certain circumſtances, led to another, till an accumu- 
lation of mixed precedents gave way to the eſtabliſhment of a 
bad principle. 4 my 5 N Seay | i 
Omnia enim exempla mala @ bonis initus orta ſunt.— Jul. Cæſ. 
apud Salluſt. Bell. Catal, 5 ng 9 
The General thereſore moved, e "of : | 
„ That the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
dio take into conſideration certain circular orders, iſſued on the 18th day of 
_ Aprillaſt, by bis Royal Highneſs Field Marſhal the Duke of York, to the 


General Officers commanding diftrits; alſo circular orders of ſame date, 


ſent from the War Office; and alſo, other circular orders ſent from the War 
Office, dated April 2oth, all reſpecting allowances lately granted by his Ma- 
oy zeſty to the army, without the adyice or conſent of Parliament. 
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to ſubmit, he ſuppoſed 
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As he did not mean to take the Houſe by ſurpriſe, he read 


* motions, which, ſhould the motion then propoſed be car- 
ried, he ſhould have the honour to make in the Committee : * 


2 11}, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that it is contrary 


| to the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, in his Majeſty” 8 miniſters, to ad- 


viſe him to augment, under the terms of gratuity, additional allowances, 
or any other denomination whatever, the pay of the military forces ſerving 
within this kingdom, without previouſly conſulting Parliament, then ſitting, 
or without {ſubmitting ſuch augmentation to the conſideration of Parliament, 
if it ſhould have been neceſſary during a receſs, as ſoon after the meeting 
of Parliament as circumſtances can admit. 

<« 24, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, ſetting forth, 
that by papers officially laid before this Houſe, it appears that his Majeſty 
has lately granted certain allowances of money or proviſions to the troops 
ſerving i in Great Britain; that doubts and jealouſies had ariſen thereon ; 
praying his Majeſty to order to be laid before this Houſe the reaſons and 
cauſes of ſuch grant, that it may be duly conſidered by Parliament; and 


affuring his Majeſty, that his faithful Commons are ready to make Kerr 
neceſſary proviſion for the army in a conſtitutional manner,” 


Mr. Courtenay ſeconded the motion. He conkdered the con- 
duct of his Majeſty's miniſters as inimical to the conſtitution 


and liberties of Great Britain, and warranting an impeach- 


ment. As his Hon. Friend the Secretary at War was not in 
his place, he was inclined to believe that the meaſure had not 


been ſanctioned by his approbation ; and although from his 


official fituation he was 3 compelled in a certain degree 

is Hon. Friend conſidered it as dero- 
gatory from his conſtitutional integrity. He could not, how- 
ever, avoid one concluſion from his abſence, which was, that 
there was a mutual good underſtanding in caſes of this fort, 


between the Hon. Secretary and his Right Hon. Friend; for, 
as upon a former day, when the Right Hon. Gentleman oppo- 
ſite (Mr. Pitt) was abſent upon a queſtion in which he was 


more materially concerned, his Hon. Friend (Mr. Windham) 


| Had undertaken, with a pretended incapacity, to juſtify his 


conduct, and aſſert his cauſe ; ſo now he ſuſpected the Right 


Hon. Gentleman oppoſite would riſe with a pompous and art- 
ſul extenuation of his Hon. Friend, profeſſing at the ſame time 
his ignorance of the affair, and his inability to vindicate his 

friend ſo. properly and effectually as might have been the caſe 
if the Hon. Secretary had himſelf attended. 


Recurring again to the ſubject before him, he difennted at 


length on the abuſe of power by this additional allowance to 
the army, and illuſtrated his argument by a quotation from 
the luminous Gibbon, upon the imperial donatives of the Ro- 


: mans, 
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mans, whereby the hearts of the ſoldiers were corrupted, l 
and the liberties of the Roman people overturned. In the + 
Roman emperors, theſe donatives, he obſerved, were more {2 
excuſable, becauſe they concentrated in themſelves the exer- 7 
5 ciſe of all dominion, but in Great Britain, where the abſolute 8 
rule and government is veſted in the People, or by them en- "my 
truſted to their Repreſentatives, it more eſpecially became "ip 
their duty and their intereſt to exert their prerogative, and 7a 
check the evil in its growth. Was it not ſurpriſing, he aſked, E: 
that theſe allowances ſhould have been granted without the 74 
leaſt intimation to Parliament? It had lately been ſaid, that 43:8 
Parliament entertained an inſtinCtive reſpect for the meſſage of 8 
the King: Surely then a meſſage might have been brought 1.8 
down by his Majeſty's miniſters, expreſſive of their intentions 24 BY 
when they could have confided in the inſtinctive reſpect and HM 
veneration of the Parliament for their ſupport. Formerly the 41:08 
Parliament ſat there to exerciſe their reaſon, but now they 4: 
obeyed a ſtronger impulſe, and decided by inſtindt. Reaſon 9 
was a ſlow comparative faculty, which was formed upon eſta- 3 Þ 
bliſhed principles by experience and deliberation ;z whereas in- 1 
ſtinct is a bold, intuitive, and ſubtle quality, which diſtinguiſhes 1 
at a glance, and brutes have the happineſs to enjoy it in a ü 1 
greater degree than man. Fortunately for us, though we have Bt |: 
_ diſcovered the vaſt utility of this admirable talent, hencefor- a 
ward we may hope to a& in an inverſe ratio, and as our reaſon ; 1 
declines, find our inſtinct enlarged, ſo that we may ſay with 1 
the Poet, N ed Too e,, {759 


© And Reaſon 1 raiſe o'er Inftin& as we can, 


Again he returned to his argument, when the Secretary at 
WMWar entered. He was happy, he ſaid, for various reaſons, to 
ſee his Hon. Friend, ſince he would not only be able to give the 
fulleſt explanation, but, by removing the trouble from the 
hands of his Right Hon. Friend, beſtow more ſatisfaction, 
and render it unneceſſary for him to return that compliment 
which was due to his Right Hon. Friend, for having ſtood up 
as his repreſentative on a future occaſion. This lapſe occa- 
ſioned a loud laugh, which Mr. Courtenay heightened, by 
_ exclaiming, Naturam expellas furca tamen uſque recurret. He 
repeated what he had before ſuppoſed, that his Hon. Friend 
had conſidered it as a derogation, and condemned the prin- 
ciple, not merely as an abſtract principle, which even then he 
ſhould have difapproved, but as a principle which had been 
acted upon, and therefore to be condemned the more. * 
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64  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {[Countont, 
He then followed General Macleod in the train of his argu. 
ments, but urged them with more rapidity and force, and 
finally concluded by giving his firm and unqualified ſupport to 
the motion. | | 11 15 
The Secretary at War apologized to the Houſe for his abſence 
at the commencement of the buſineſs, from which he felt the in- 


convenience of not having heard all the animadverſions directed 


againſt himſelf, and, in conſequence, of not being prepared 
to reply to a great part of what might have been ſaid. The 
Hon. Gentleman who had ſpoken laſt, had drawn from the 
meaſure a great deal more than he thought it contained; he 
was a good performer, and had fetched from the inſtrument 
ſtrains which could not have been expected. For his part he 
could not diſcover the degradation to himſelf, the unconſtitu- 
tional policy, the danger among the ſoldiers, or the injury to 
the people, which the Hon. Gentleman had deſcribed, as at- 
tached to the meaſure. It was a meafure dictated by the ur- 


gency of the occaſion. If there was any degradation in the 


way in which the orders came to him, it was a degradation in- 


ſeparable from his office, ſince they had come through the re- 


gular and cuſtomary channel of communication. The objec- 
tions urged might be divided into two parts, firſt, as they ap- 
plied to the general principle, and deep, to the particular 
meaſure. The objection on the ground of principle, if car- 
ried to its utmoſt extent, would equally apply to every allow- 


ance in kind. It had always been uſual to give bread to the 


foldiers while in camp.— This was done from the conſideration 
that Government might by contract procure a large quantity of 


| bread more advantageouſly than the poor ſoldier could purchaſe 
in retail. So, in the preſent caſe, Government might be able 


to find meat at four-pence halfpenny per pound, when the 


ſoldier going to market could not have it at the ſame rate, In 


a great part of the country there was no riſe, - which would 
render it neceſſary for Government to pay more than four- 


| 22 halfpenny, and in a few places where there was a riſe, 
e 


ſubmitted to the Houſe whether the propriety of granting 
the relief was not juſtified by the preſſure of the times. As 
to ſoldiers purchaſing at what prices they pleaſe, ſuſſicient pre- 
cautions were taken againſt that abuſe. The Houſe had now 
the whole of the ſact before them: It was for them to conſider 
whether it was of ſo ſerious a nature as to juſtiſy the alarm 


which had been attempted to be raiſed on the ſubject. He re- 


ferred to the precedent of the augmentation which had taken 
place in 1792. As to the principle, no objection would ap- 
ply on that ſcore, which would not equally apply to every re- 


„ 


— N ö 


Mr. Fos ſaid, that the queſtion was exceedingly ſimple, N 
and on which he conceived there could not be two opinions in 5 


the Houſe. Potion ay; 15 N NN 
Ihe queſtion was, whether, during the fitting of Parliament, 
it was fitting, upon any pretence of urgency, to grant an aug- 
mentation of pay to the army? As to the point of economy, 
by granting proviſion in kind, that had nothing at all to do 
with the diſouſſion. The preſent was a direct addition of pay 


to the army. His Hon. Friend had ſaid nothing of the allow- 


ance granted for bread. He had confined his remarks to meat, 
which he had ſuppoſed could ſtill in moſt places be purchaſed 
at four-pence halſpenny per pound. He was afraid that ſuch 
was not the caſe. With reſpect to bread, a great advance had 


unqueſtionably taken place; the loaf which formerly was fold 


for 5d. was now ſold for gd; which made on every loaf an ad- 
rance of 4d. This muſt neceſſarily be attended with a very 
great expence. He would not ſay that the allowance was im- 
proper, or not warranted by the preſſure of circumſtances z but 


ought not the relief to have come from Parliament, and not 


from the Crown? His Hon. Friend had referred them to the 
augmentation which had taken place in 1792; he lamented the 
tact at the time, and much more ſo if it was now to be addu- 
ced as a precedent. He conſidered likewiſe, that the preſent 
might be uſed at a ſubſequent period, as a pretence for a more 
alarming advancement. He thought that it was a thing fit to 
be done in itſelf, if it had been done in the proper way, not by 
an interference of the Executive Power, but by the wiſdom 
and authority of Parliament. If Parliament had not been ſit- 
ting, the pretence of the urgency of the occaſion might then 
with ſome ſhew of plaufibility have been urged as a juſtiſi- 


| cation of the meaſure, But how could ſuch a pretext be 
brought forward at a time when Parliament was fitting, and 


when the meaſure had taken place not only without their con- 
ſent, but even without the notification of a meſſage ? It might 
at a future period be urged as a pretext for a ſimilar advance, 


that a precedent had been afforded in 1795, when ſuch a mea- 


ſure had taken place, of which no official notice had been 
given to the Houſe, till they were afterwards called upon to 


pay the expence incurred in the Extraordinaries of the Army, 


without having any opportunity afforded them for the exerciſe 
of judgment or diſcretion. Upon the whole, he could not help 


_ conſidering this meaſure as an attack upon the conſtitution, of 
that nature which called for the moſt ſerious attention of the 


ner ſaid, that the Right Hon. 


Houſe. 1 


Tyr Chancellor of the. 


Gentleman appeared to have miſtaken the queſtion, as ſtated 
. You Hh oo 3 MM | TT, 


by 


266 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commonts, 
by his Hon. Friend. He remarked that he had taken notice 
of bread, for this plain reaſon, becauſe while in the camp they 

were in the habit of receiving the ſame allowance of bread. 
30 that in the preſent inſtance, the meafure adopted was only 

accelerating to them a relief under the preflure of extra- 
ordinary circumſtances, of which they muſt at any rate 
have been in poſſeſſion in the coarſe of four or five weeks. 

The reaſon why. no meſſage had been fent to the Hoaſe, was 
- becauſe no eſtimate could be made out of the amount of the 
relief, which it might be neceſſary to grant. It was entirely a 
_ contingent relief, varying according to the circumſtances of 
place and time. He admitted that it would have been more 
regular to have previouſly conveyed ſome notification to the 
_ Houſe, but where no eftimate could be made ont, nothing was 
more common than for Parliament, when voting the Extraor- 

Adinaries of the Army, ſubſequently to give their fanCtion to a 
- meaſure adopted upon the urgency of the occaſion, If the 
| Preſent was a thing right to be done, it was a thing which muſt 
neceſſarily have been done without eſtimate. He referred to 
What had taken place in 1792, when the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had brought forward exactly the ſame ſort of arguments, 
and when the Houſe, by their filence, had expreſſed their ap- 
_ probation of what had been done on the occaſion.— The Hon. 
| . ſaid, that it would have been much better to have 
granted an augmentation of pay; this was ſurely a ſtrange ar- 
gument, that it would be better to grant an augmentation of 

Pay, which, once given, could not be taken away without 
_ Hardſhip, than a mere temporary relief, in the nature of a loan, 
adapted to the extent of the occaſion, and ceaſing with the exi- 
gency of the times which gave it birth, = 5 

| General Smith ſaid, that what he heard from the miniſter, 
had much alarmed him. It increafed the jealouſy he always 
had of the Executive Government in affairs of this nature; 
and he thought it ought to increaſe the jealouſy of the Houle. 
He never would give his conſent to any plan for ſubmitting to 
the demands of ſoldiers with arms in their hands; even although 
they ſhould demand what was their right, becauſe that tended 
to eſtabliſh a bad and an alarming precedent. If ſoldiers de- 
manded any thing with arms in their hands, it was the duty 
of Government to reſiſt them boldly at once; becauſe if the 
point was once eftablifhed, that ſoldiers had what they de- 
manded while under arms, they would foon be brought to de- 
mand what they never ought to have. His rule, therefore, in 
ſuch cafes, would be to reſiſt and ſubdue thoſe who thus de- 
manded, and, if juſt, to grant ſuch demands afterwards. 


6 7 he 


7 
1 
< 
v3 
bt 

= 
. 
4 

f 
£ 
i 
* 

7 

723 

4 
by 
2 
> 

4% 
== 
7 1 

4 
it 
* 
8 : 
A 
< 

"FR 
%} 
* 
«8 
By! -! 
=”, 
pet: 
Ft 
1 
bo 
33 
*% 
18 

a. 

+ 

's, 

" 
$ 

1 
E 
. 
25 

F 
by 
* 

> 1! 

* 

„ 2 
ws 

r 

. 

1 
* 
35 
94 
7 
7% 
. 
=” 
Tt 
R 
* 
o a 
+ If 
2 
11 

" 

% 
3 
A | 
8 
1 . 

1 

bh 
7 5 
3 
i 
'$ 
ot 
4 
3 
3 
2 
8 
V 
- "= 
* 
"4 
" 
. 4 
1 
7 4 
+ A 

PD, 

BY”, 
I 
8 

- 
436 
\ 2 
LEM 
i 
i 
er 
* Is 


May 18.)  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 2867 


The Chancellor! of the\ Exchequer ſid, that after what had 
been juſt ſaid by an Honourable General, it became neceſſary 
for him to allude to a fact which applied to the tendency of the 


argument of 'the- Hon. General. Some of the military had, 
in a particular inſtance, made demands in the manner alluded 
to. The utmoſt vigour had been uſed on the part of the Exe- 


cutive Government, to bring the inſurgents to a due ſenſe of 
their duty, and he could aflure the Hon. General, that they 
were all quelled before any thing they aſked was granted to 
them., on gene . 285 


General Smith declared himſelf glad to hear this. But 8 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer talked of the inſtance alluded 


to, he did not take the whole ſubject into view. Inſtead of 


there being only an inſtance, there were many. The caſe was 


general over the country where the military were ſtationed. 


Ar. Martin goes that he had only a few words to ſay 

He was not prepared to ſay much, even were 
he ſo inclined ; for when he came to the Houſe, he was not 
aware that the ſubject was to be debated that day. He heard 
the Hon. Gentleman who brought the matter forward ; he 
gave the beſt attention he was able to his arguments, and alfo 
to thoſe. of the Hon. Member who ſeconded the motion.— 
They made conſiderable impreſſion upon him, and he wiſhed 


upon this ſubje 


to hear them anſwered. When the Secretary at War roſe, he 
expected from his talents and from the ſituation in which he 


Rood, that a complete anſwer would be given. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman had ſpoken for a conſiderable time, but after 


all he ſaid, he muſt confeſs, he never heard leſs ſaid to the 
ſubject, in the ſame ſpace of time, in his life. When the 


| Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe, he formed another and 


ſimilar expectation of him, but he muſt again ſay, that in his 
mind that Right Hon. Gentleman ſaid as little to the ſubject. 


This was a meaſure that appeared to him to be as unconſti- 


tutional as any that ever came for diſcuſſion before that Houſe. 


It was a very alarming one. The manner in which miniſters 


had treated it, made it Rill more ſo. It was not however 
new, for every four or five days ſomething hoſtile to the con- 


ſtitution came from his Majeſty's miniſters, and was always 


defended by unconſtitutional arguments. He hoped there 
would be a diviſion upon this queſtion, and under that hope 


he ſhould ſtay in the Houſe until ſeven in the morning, to give 


his vote upon it. 25 5 | 
General Tarletom ſaid, that Gentlemen on the other fide had 


endeavoured to involve the queſtion in difficulties which did 


aot belong to it, but they had not touched on the motion it- 
telt. If he might be allowe 
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| he would tell his Majeſty's miniſters, that, in the preſent mea- 
ſure, they fired at the  out-poſts, without endeavouring to 
_ grapple at the main body. Perhaps miniſters had a conſtitu- 
tion of their own ; but by the old conſtitution of England, he 
underſtood that the King had the command of the army, the 
diſpoſition of its diſcipline, and the promotion of its officers; 
but that the Houſe of Commons had the purſe, by which that 
army was paid, and the power of voting for its. number and 
continuance ; therefore when any addition was wanted, either 
to the number, or the pay, the Houſe of Commons was the 
power to apply to, eſpecially when Parliament was fitting. 
To all royal donatives to armies he objected, for they had never 
been much in uſe, except when they preceded, at a ſmall diſ- 
tance, the downfal of an empire. The Houſe ought to look 
at the effect which this meafure would unavoidably produce; 
next year we ſhould have to vote pretty nearly a million of 
money to pay the expence of it, In one word, it was part of 
the ſyſtem which miniſters had long ago adopted, and which 
had been manifeſted by the building of barracks all over the 
kingdom. By the landing of the Heſſian troops, and the 
arguments in ſupport of ſuch meafures, the whole com- 
pounded, proved that the preſent miniſters aimed at intro- 
ducing an entire military ee e, in this country. As 
to the calculation of his Hon. Friend (General Macleod), 
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer aſſerted to be erro- 
neous, he would in part agree with him in this particular; but 
he would ſay, that if it was too high in one inſtance, it would 
be found too low in another. 1 | 
Mr. Maurice Robinſon ſaid, that if the payment of the ſoldiers 
was found to be too little, it ought to be increaſed; but he 


conſidered any thing given to them as a boon, totally wrong. 
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Me. Steele ſaid, if all the troeps had been in the field on 
one day, he apprehended," there could have been no objection 
to what had been done. The queſtion” at preſent was, 
whether, under all the circumſtances, what had been done 
in this caſe, was neceſſary? He ſtated ſome points in which 
the expence had been over-rated; and concluded with 
declaring, that in his opinion there was not the leaſt neceſſity 
for the motion. 8 e 
Mr. Grey ſaid, the amount of the ſum which the meaſure 
might call for, did not appear to him ſo important, as the 
principle which it tended to maintain. That the Houſe of 
Commons ſhould hold the public purſe, appeared to him to 
be a principle never to be loſt fight of, or given up. This was 
_ exemplified by the uniform practice of Parliament, If the 
Houſc of Lords made the flighteft alteration in any yy 


* 


* = 


S · * eee 
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Bill-a common turnpike- road cut ſor inftance—the Houſe of 
Commons, upon principle, invariably rejected the Bill when 
it came to them. All that part of the argument, therefore, 
that referred to the ſmallneſs of the ſum, went, in his mind, 


for nothing; for the principle of the thing was all. Even 


were it otherwiſe, he ſhould be bound to ſay that miniſters de- 


fended a bad principle by a falſe aſſertion with regard to facts. 


The Right Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt had ſaid, that if 


the troops were all under arms in camp, there would have 


been no objection to the meature. How did that ſtand? if ir 
had been for one month in that way, the principle of giving 


the allowance, without intimation to Parliament then fitting, 


would have been the ſame as if they had been all-in quarters; 
and the queſtion, was, how far the principle of granting 'an 


allowance in'this way could be defended ? A great deal had 


been ſaid on the precedent, which ought to make the Houſe 
cautious and wary how they ſuffered precedents to accumu- 


late; for the Chancellor of the Exchequer had obſerved, that 


a debate aroſe on former occaſions on this ſubject, and as the 


Houle had not diſapproved by a vote of the conduct of mi- 


nifters, thus the ſilence of the Houſe was to be conſtrued into 


poſitive approbation. If ſuch was to be the conſtruction, 


the Houſe ought to look at the effect of it. This allowance 
had been made without any communication to Parliament, 


ad it was for the Houſe to conſider whether that was to paſs © 
unnoticed. It was ſaid to be impoſſible, from the circum- 


ſtances, to prepare an eſtimate. That might be true; but 


was it impoſſible to make any communication to the Houſe, 


by way of a meſſage from his Majeſty, ſtating the necellity of 
making ſome additional allowauce, leaving the expence to be 


made good by Parliament, when the amount ſhould be aſcer- 


tained? Moſt unqueſtionably nothing could have been more 


eaſy or more regular. I Indeed there appeared to him to be too 
much management about this buſineſs on the part of miniſters, 
to attribute the whole of it to mere accident. If ſuch a grant 


was neceflary, which he by no means denied, he ſhould have 
been ready to vote for it. He did not agree with the Hon. 


General as to the prudence of refuſing what was right, becauſe 


it was demanded by men under arms; he thought that if men 


were driven by neceſſity to claim what was right, they ought 
to be attended to, whether under arms or otherwiſe. But he 


thought that miniſters had neglected their duty in not making 
2 communication to that Houſe, and therefore he ſhould vote 


for this monion; 0595 0 myths ARNE are e 
Mr. Francis ſaid, he ſhould be ſorry to let the preſent buſi. 
| neſs paſs without expreſhng his ſenſe of it, and. declaring "A 
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27 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, {Copmmone, 
| kittle he was ſatisſied with the pretences fet up by the King's 
miniſters in defence of their eonduct. He wiſhed not to 
embarraſs the conſideration of the main queſtion before the 
Houfe, or to let their attention be diverted from it, by agitat- 
ing collateral queſtions, which, though connected with it, 
were not eſſential, or not immediately the ſubject of debate, 
The queſtion was, not, whether the meaſure in itſelf was pro- 
r or improper, neceſſary or unneceſſary; neither was it, 
w far the miniſtry might be juſtified, under preſſing cir- 
cumſtances, to take the ſteps they had done, if Parliament 
were not ſitting. The true queſtion was, whether the King's 
miniſters were authoriſed to bring a great charge of any kind 
pon the Public for any ſervice not voted by Parliament, 
aud without the approbation or conſent of that Houſe, 
or any previous application to the Houſe, while Parliament 
was actually fitting? If any principle in the conſtitution 
of this Government, or in the inſtitution of the Houſe of 
Commons, was clear and indiſputable, Mr. Francis ſaid, it was, 
that they alone had the command and diſpoſal of the public 
purſe, and that the Crown had not the command or diſpoſal of 
it for any purpoſe whatſoever, and leaſt of all for the purpoſe 
of augmenting the pay of the army, by bounties or allowances 
of any kind. For the Crown, therefore, to take upon itſelf to 
diſpoſe of the money of the ſubject, in favour of the military, 
was not only to invade the eſſential privilege and duty of that 
Houſe, but to invade them for the worſt and moſt dangerous 
of all purpoſes ; that is, to ſecure the attachment of the army 
to the Crown, in contradiſtinction to the Houſe of Commons, 
by making them confider the Crown as the ſource of every 
advantage they enjoyed, or expected to enjoy. Such a power, 
in the hands of deſigning Princes hereafter, or of wicked mi- 
niſters at this time, would ſoon make the Houfe of Commons 
edious to the army, and uſeleſs to the people. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had ſaid, that previous application could not 
be made to Parliament, becauſe the amount of the expence 
eould not be exactly eſtimated, What then? The object 
might have been approved The ſervice might have heen 
voted, and authority given to the Crown to provide for it, 
But the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that enough was 
done by reſorting to the ſubſequent ſanction of the Houle. 
Suppoſe the Houſe, on ſerious conſideration of the ſubject, 
mould refuſe: to give that ſanction, ſhould refuſe to provide 
for the expence already incurred, or ſhould order it — im- 
mediately ſtopped, what ſituation would they ſtand in then? 
On one fide, the Crown would entitle itſelf to the-gratitude 
and affections of the army, by acts of bounty, liberality, and 
1 En Tj mom pom gps patronage 
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patronage; while, on the other, the Houſe of Commons 
would neceſſarily become the object of their hatred, and poſ- 


ſibly of their revenge. Gentlemen ought to conſider ſeriouſly 
the conſequence of ſuffering the two powers to be placed in 


that ſituation with reſpect to each other, and of eſtabliſhing in 


the minds of the army ſo invidious a ground of compariſon 


between them. The Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſaid, 


that there was a precedent for this proceeding that the Houſe 


on a fimilar occafion had approved of the meaſure ; Mr. 


Francis, on the contrary, contended that paying a charge in- 


curred did not neceſſarily include approbation. In the caſe of 
monèy already ſpent, it might be an act of neceſlity. The 
Houſe might have no choice left. The truth of the principle 
ſet up by the Chancellor of the Exchequer would ſoon come 


in queſtion on another ſubject. Suppoſing the Houſe ſhould 
5 incumbrances which had lately 


reſolve to clear away all 
been under their conſideration, would the miniſter, would any 
man affirm, that by diſcharging the debt, they approved of the 
objects, or ſanctified the principles on which it was incurred? 
— Would he ſay, that by doing ſo, they eſtabliſhed a pre- 
cedent, by which ſimilar incumbrances might again be in- 


_ curred, and ought to be provided for? If that propoſitian 


could not be aſſerted, the Right Hon. Gentleman's precedent 
was of no uſe to him. It proved nothing but that the Houfe 
had ſubmitted in a caſe of neceſſity, and that it was ſo much 
more their duty to take care that the miniſtry ſhould not have 
it in their power to appeal to ſuch precedents again. 
Dye Solicitor General: thought that the only queſtion in this 
caſe was, whether what had been done was prudent ? The 
Executive Government had not in this caſe, in his opinion, 


taken upon themſelves the diſtribution of the public purſe; 
for the whole proceeding had afterwards been ſubmitted to 


Parliament, and therefore he thought the motion unneceſſary. 


Mr. Eaft ſaid, that the queſtion before the Houſe was, 
whether they ſhould go into a Committee to inquire ? he ſhould | 
vote againſt that, but not upon the ground that he thought his 


Majeſty's miniſters ought not to have ſubmitted the matter to 
Parliament before it took effect: on the contrary, he thought 


they ought. But the ground of his vote was, that he could 


not impute to miniſters any improper motive for what they 


the © Royal donative, tended to create an invidious diſtinc- 
tion between the executive power and the deliberative capacity 


of that Houſe, He applauded highly the exertions of the 
Executive Government, to ſave the freedom of this country; 


and 


A 
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Sir Horace Man thought that the uſe that had been made of | 
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jection that the Honourable 
forward in any other way. 


272  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commons | 
and having contraſted it with the conduct of thoſe who ſe- 
duced the military in France, concluded with giving his nega- 


tive to the motion. 
Mr. Courtenay erplained, as 1 alſo General Smith 5 05 Sir 


Horace Man. 


General Macleod took. a view of the. arguments againſt his 


motion, and replied to them. 


Sir William Pulteney thought that che meaſure which mi- 


niſters adopted upon this occaſion, was a thing right to be 
done, but that the mode in Which they did it was irregular; 


and therefore, to avoid any difficulty about determining by « 
vote upon the ſubject, he n the pecyiens h 


The Houſe divided: Ma 
Lor the previous 1 67 
; Againſt it t „ Ws = een 22 
| Adjourned. N | 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
 TursDar, May 19. 


I. Barham aſked why ſome ary 0 which he had 


moved, were not laid on the table! 


Mr. Secretary Dundas laid that theſe papers had never been 


in the office. 


Mi. Grey (aid, that the Prochamations of Sir John Jervis 


and Sir Charles Grey not having been acted upon, never were 


returned to the office. As oy were avowed, he had no ob- 
rentleman ſhould bring them 


| REGAL OF FARL FITZWILLIAM. 
Iv. Felyll. © If it were either my habit or difpoſition to 
eall the attention of this Houſe to matters of light or trivial 


import, I ſhould but little deſerve to obtain a patient and can- 
did hearing for the object which I now propoſe to ſubmit to 
their eonfideration. But as I ſeel the importance and magni- 


tude of the queſtion, which it is my lot to bring forward on 


the preſent occaſion, I place ſome reliance on their indul- 
gence and attention. At the ſame time, as J am ſenſible that 
it is a fubjeQt which has already in a great degree oCcupicd the 

-confideration both of the Public, and of Gentlemen in this 
- Houle, I ſhall endeavour as much as poſſible to ſtudy brevity, 
a ſtating the grounds and motives which have mduced me to 
dring it forward. 


[Here Mr. Jekyll was e by a ſummons f the 


' ik Rod. * . after * waer, ſtated that the 


Ro; yal 


Mar 19.] 'WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 473 
Royal aſſent had been given, by commiſſion, to ſeveral public 


and private Bills. ] NM 18 25 
Mr. Fehyll proceeded. © At the moment that I was inter- 
rupted by the ſummons to attend in the Upper Houſe, I was 


endeavouring to conciliate the attention of Gentlemen, by 


ſtating my conviction how much the ſubject for their preſent 
conſideration had been both privately and publicly diſcuffed, 
and the neceſſity which I thence felt of intruding upon their 
time as ſhortly as poſſible. In bringing forward this queſtion, 
it may not be improper to declare that I ſtand, both politically 


and perſonally,” wholly unconnected with that Noble Perſon, 


whole fate and reputation are involved in the diſcuſſion; dif- 
_ approving even of a great part of his public conduct, and 

particularly lamenting his ſeceſſion from that phalanx, to which, 
for a conſiderable time paſt, I have looked as alone capable of 


effecting the ſalvation of the empire. When I conſider that 


the queſtion involves not only the character of the Noble 


Lord, but is connected with conſequences that tend to the 


diſmemberment of the empire, I feel it to be my duty to 
bring forward the ſubject to the moſt ſerious conſideration 
of the Houle, and I truſt they will feel they are called upon 
not only by their feelings of what is due to that Noble Per- 


ſonage, whoſe conduct has been called in queſtion, but by the 


ſtrongeſt motives of patriotiſm, and their regard to the moſt 


eſſential intereſts of the country, to enter upon the inquiry, 


Which J ſhall propoſe to them to inſtitute, I have always 
thought that the Public had an intereſt in watching over the 
characters of public men, and in vindicating them from in- 
ſinuated abuſe and unjuſt aſperſion. Public character I re- 
gard as public property, ever to be held ſacred, till it has openly 
been forfeited; nor is the ſtock of public character exiſting 
among eminent individuals to be diminithed, or frittered away 
by indirect attack, or configned to cenſure without inquiry. 
It we are to believe the affertion of the Noble Lord, his pub- 
lic character has been impeached by his recal from the high 
office which he held in the government of à neighbouring king- 
dom. And here I hope I am not to be told that the prero- 
gative which empowers the Crown to diſmiſs its officers at diſ- 


cretion, operates as a bar to any inquiry in the preſent in- 


ſtance. I am diſpoſed to ſubſcribe to the juſt exerciſe of the 
_ prerogative on all proper occaſions. But where the Houſe ſee 
4 miniſter ſtretching the prerogative for particular purpoſes, 
and beyond ordinary bounds, I am aware that they are poſ- 
ſeſſed of an inquiſitorial power to examine into the grounds 


cf ſuch extraordinary and unwarranted exertion of an authority 
lelegated by the conſtitution, and, if they ſhall find necef- 


Vol. III. Nu tary, 
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£74 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: {Commont, 
_ fary, to confine that prerogative within its fair and natural li- 
mits. It is particularly the buſineſs of the Houſe to watch 
over the extenſion of Court influence th that ſiſter kingdom, 
whofe ſituation forms the principal object of the preſent con- 
lideration. This jealouſy of Court influence is a conſti- 
tutional principle which ought to aCtuate the Legiflature of 
both countries, and this vigilance to guard againſt its progreſs 
in either, a duty of reciprocal protection which they owe to 
one another. That on this ſcore there is ground of ſerious 
alarm cannot be denied. Let the Houſe only advert to a queſ- 
tion formetly brought forward by that great lawyer (Mr. Dun- 
ning), whoſe ſeat I now unworthily fill, and adopted in a reſo- 
lution, “ That the influence of the Crown had increaſed, waz 
* increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed.” It will not ſurely be 
contended that the danger is leſs at preſent than it was at that 
former period. FOE CANT, | 8 
13 Having ſaid ſo much to the general principle, I ſhall more 
4 particularly advert to the tranſaction which has given birth to 
*u the preſent diſeuſſion. AndT think that it muſt be admitted 
1 that the reeal of a Viceroy of Ireland by the Cabinet of this 
| „ country, in the midſt of a ſeſſion, and at a time that he was 
= acting with the full applauſe of thoſe whom he was appointed 
{4 to govern; and that addreſſes from all quarters were heaped on 
= - his table, is prima facie tantamount to a charge of not doing 
| his duty. On a former day, when the ſubject was ſtated by 
my Right Hon. Friend {Mr. Fox), though I then happened to 
be engaged in the country on a profeſſional concern, I have 
underſtood that the Right Hon. Gentleman declared in his 
place, . That whenever the period came for inveſtigation, he 
 thould undertake to prove that no blame whatever attached to 
the miniſters of this country for any ſhare which they had in 
the tranſation.” — What was this but a charge by implication? 
| Upon that day then it ſhould feem that an inquiry was in the 
_ contemplation of the miniſter, and if the blame of the tranſac- _ 
tion did not attach to miniſters, it neceſſarily muſt attach to 
Earl Fitzwilliam, It would indeed have been a more fair and 
manly mode of procedure if the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
come forward, and openly charged the Noble Lord with ob- 
ſtinacy and contumacy, with diſobedience to the inſtructions of 
the Cabinet here, or diſregard to the intereſts of the country 
which he was deputed to govern. It might perhaps how- 
ever, better ſuit the views of the Right Hon. Gentleman to 
whiſper away the reputation of the Noble Lord, and to in- 
ſinuate blame of his public conduct. It would well, however; 
become the Houſe to reflect that, if this procedure be coun- 
tenanced, there is no public man whoſe character is __ 5 
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| May 1g.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 275 
whoſe conduct may not by the artifice of a miniſter be over- 
whelmed in diſgrace or obloquy without the ſmalleſt chance 


of inquiry or vindication. This declaration then of the Right 


Hon. Gentleman; “ that no blame attached to the miniſters 
of this country,” I muſt conſider in every point of view as 
a charge againſt ,the Noble Lord, In this light it was con- 


ſidered by the Noble Lord himſelf, who, in a paper which is 


5 publiſhed with every proof of authenticity, gives a direct and 
complete negative to the charge. In this paper, which I ſhall 


quote as part of my ſpeech, the Noble Earl repreſents, that, 


revious to his aſſuming the government of Ireland, the Duke 
of Portland, and the whole of the Cabinet, concurred with 
him in his opinion on the queſtion of Catholic emancipation z 
and that, had he found it otherwiſe, he never would have un- 
dertaken the government of the ſiſter kingdom. Under this 
conviction he ſets out and arrives in Ireland: He there finds it 


impoſſible, both from the ſituation of the country, and the 


opinion of the moſt reſpeQable individuals, to reſiſt the im- 
_ mediate diſcuſkon of the queſtion. And here it is material to 
attend to dates, He writes two letters to the Noble Secretary 
of State, ſtating to him what was the ſituation of the country, 


and the mode of procedure which he ſhould in conſequence. 


ind himſelf compelled to adopt. Of neither of theſe letters 
was any notice taken, and the Noble Earl drew the concluſion 
which any rational man would have formed in the lame cir. 
cumſtances, from the filence of miniſters. Four weeks were 
ſuffered to elapſe before the Noble Earl received a letter from 
the Duke of Portland, putting a direct negative on the buſi- 
neſs. At laſt comes out the fons malorum; the Noble Earl had 
thought-it neceſſary as a meaſure of his government to diſmiſs 
from office the family of the Beresfords, who, whatever might 
be their claims in other reſpects, were at leaſt no favourites 


with the Public. And here I cannot help noticing a. piece of . 


conduct adopted by the Right Hon, Gentleman in the manage- 


ment of this buſineſs; the Duke of Portland is the perſon ſe- 
lected from the reſt of the Cabinet, on this occaſion, to wound 


the fame and the feelings of his friend. This is a refinement 
of cruelty, in which the Right Hon. Gentleman excels; it was 
not enough ſimply to murder the r ee of the Noble Lord 
the hand of a friend mult be directed to plunge the dagger in 


his boſom, The Duke of Portland, connected with the Noble 
Earl by habits of early friendſhip and old political connexion, 
appeared to be the fitteſt inſtrument of the-cruel and inſidious 
poke of the Right Hon. Gentleman. Cruelly,” fays the 
Noble Earl in the paper to which I have referred, “ cruelly as 
the Duke of Portland has treated me, I feel een, to 
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ſay, that his judgment was deceived before he abandoned me: 


On whatever ground he has ſuffered himſelf. to be induced 
to change his former opinions reſpeCting the politics. of this 
country, and the characters and views of its principal per. 


ſonages, he did change thoſe opinions; and, in conſequence 
of that change alone, he has been driven to conſent to the 


meaſure of my inſtant recal.” At laſt the Chancellor of the 
_ Exchequer himſeli comes forward, and tears off the veil. In 


a letter addreſſed to Earl Fitzwilliam he tells him openly the 


grounds of his removal. He ſays, that on the ſubject of 
arrangements, he felt himſelf bound to adhere to theſe. ſen- 


timents, not only with reſpect to Mr. Berestord, but to the 
line of conduct adopted in ſo many inſtances towards the for- 


mer ſupporters of Government; by theſe ſentiments he muſt, 
at all events, be guided from a regard to the King's ſervice, and 


to his own honour, however ſincerely he might lament the 
conſequences which muſt ariſe from the preſent ſituation.” 


Here the intereſt of the Beresford family, and of the former 
ſupporters of Government, is held out as the only ground of 


diſſenſion; the queſtion of the Catholic emancipation- appears 
to be a mere ſtalking-horſe aſſumed by miniſters tor the con- 
venience of the occaſion, while at the fame time every hireling 
paper on the ſide of miniſters was repreſenting the conduct of 
the Noble Earl on that queſtion as a ſource of the moſt ſerious 
alarm to miniſters, and as pregnant with-- conſequences the 


moſt miſchievous to the country in which it was agitated; con- 


ſequences which could only be obviated by the immediate re- 


moval of the Noble Perſon from office; All the while, ſays 


Earl Fitzwilliam, it was the object of the Right Hon. Gentle- 


man © not to ſtrengthen Adminiſtration by an acceſſion of 
character, but to debaſe, degrade, and diſgrace that character; 


he did not wiſh for our aſſiſtance, but knowing the importance 
we gave to the ſyſtem then purſuing relative to France, he 


| Fnatched at the opportunity, and made that the means of diſ- 


gracing our character, and rendering us fir for no other ſervice, 
but to be his vile tools and inſtruments.“ If this turn out to 


be the fact, a ſcene of more groſs duplicity, of more ſcandalous 


dupery was never exhibited by an artful and intriguing miniſter. 


in the molt credulous or corrupt periods. Here then was a 
virtual charge, and a recrimination upon which to found an 
inquiry. But this is not all. In another place, to which the 
_ etiquette of Parliament does not allow me more particularly 
to allude, a Noble Perſon (Lord Weſtmorland) condeſcended 
graciouſly and gracefully to ſtep forward, and diſſolving all the 
regard which had been ſo affectedly attached to the oath of 
 fecrecy of a Cabinet miniſter, ſaid that the Chancellor of the 


Exche- 
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Exchequer, whom he. called by an ordinary and a coarſer 
name (the plain appellation of Mr. Pitt), had aſſured him 
« That Earl Fitzwilliam had no authority whatever from mi- 
niſters in this country for taking the ſteps which he had done 
on the. Catholic que Bon —Nay, he went further, and ſaid, 
« That; they were ſteps taken, not only without their authority, 
but even with their poſitive diſapprobation.“ Mr. Ponſonby 
in the Houſe of Commons in Ireland, broadly ſtakes his re- 
putation, „ That all meaſures adopted with reſpect to the 
Catholic queſtion under the adminiſtration of Earl Fitzwil- 
liam were taken with the previous concurrence of the Cabinet 
of this country.” Here then we have the charge, the defence, 
and the recrimination, each contradicting the other. Under 
| theſe circumſtances, will the Houſe decline to go into an in- 
quiry, on a tranſaction which involves the public character of 
a diſtinguiſned Nobleman, perhaps the diſmemberment of the 
empire, and at any rate a great and important conſtitutional 
queſtion? Perhaps it was the intention of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman to degrade the character of publie men in the eyes 
of the nation. It might be part of his ſyſtem to degrade all 
thoſe with whom he acted. Where now are his original 
friends? The degradation of his new allies, he might conſider 
as the beſt ſecurity for their future ſupport. He might feel it 
to be his policy to degrade others, as it was only from the de- 
gradation of others, that he could himſelf poſſeſs pre- emi- 
nence. This ſyſtem he had in many inſtances attempted: to 
practiſe, though in all he had not been equally ſucceſsful. 
The public voice had reverſed the imperious decree, and at- 
tached to a removal from office, by that Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, a ſentiment very different from that of diſgrace. _ Was 
the Duke of Leeds conſidered as diſgraced, when he was re- 
moved from his office of Secretary of State? Did any de- 
gradation attach to a Noble and Learned Lord who was dif- 
miſſed from the Woolſack, becauſe he would not lend his hand 
to a dirty job brought forward, I will not ſay by what Mem- 
ber of Adminiſtration, in this Houſe? Was any preſumption 
of diſgrace to be. formed from the removal of the Duke of 
Richmond. from. the Board of Ordnance? Let another. 
Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Windham) whom 1 
have ſeen writhing and agonizing under his new friendſhips 
the whole of the ſeſſion, which to a mind like his, the deſer- 
tion of principles, and the ſacrifice of friendſhip, cannot but. 
have rendered painful in the extreme, beware of the imputa- 
tions which he may incur. under a ſimilar fate; it does not. 
require the aid of prophecy to pronounce, that he will be the 
nent victim of the inſidious policy of the Right . Gen» 
E Redo pops N N tleman. 
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- tleman. Here it may be proper to advert to the unhappy 


fituation of Ireland. The age of bigotry is over; a differ- 
ence of religious opinions is no longer conſidered of that con- 
ſequence which was attached to it by the miſtaken and into- 


terant policy of former times. Of four millions of inhabitants 
in Ireland, three and a half are eftimated to be Catholics, ex- 


cluded from the common benefits of fociety on account of 


their religious tenets; let us recollect the advantages which 


we derive from that country, with reſpect to our fleets and 
armies, and then fay, whether we ought to refuſe to ſo a large 
a body of men thoſe enjoyments, to which, from their natural, 


moral, and religious rights, they have the moſt undoubted 
claims. But not only have theſe common privileges been re- 
ſufed under former adminiftrations: Oppreſſion has been 
lately aggravated by inſult; a fallacious hope has been held out 

to them of relief, and they are now to be driven to deſpair. 

Their expectations were firſt excited ſlightly by Lord Weſt. 


morland's Adminiſtration, and had fince been fully confirmed 


and cheriſhed even to confidence by that under Lord Fitzwil- 


tam ; and at length they are diſtinctly told, that they are not 
to look for any redreſs. And at what moment is this line of 
conduct adopted to this numerous and aggrieved body of men? 
At the moment that France has become a great and warlike 
nation, and is likely to remain warlike for everz do miniſters 
fuppofe that at fuch a moment, they may ſafely venture to re- 


ject the juſt claims of the ſiſter kingdom, and ſpurn from 


them their delegates, without even deigning an anſwer to their 
remonſtrances ? Was that the fit time to deprive themſelves of 


2 firm and zealous ally? Have they ſo ſoon forgot the example 


afforded by America on a ſimilar rejection of her claims, and 


the conſequences that followed from the contemptuous treat- 


ment of Dr. Franklin? Had they not already plunged the 
nation into a moſt diſaſtrous war, on a mere point of etiquette, 


becauſe forfooth their pride would not ſtoop to acknowledge 


Chauvelin, as the Ambaſſador of the French republic? The 


language of conciliation, I well know, is not pleaſing to the 


Right Hon. Gentleman; but F will frankly tell him, that if it 
15 not adopted in this inſtance, he may perhaps loſe Ireland, 
I wilt not ſay that I fee as yet any inſurrection in the country; 


but I fee a ſulky and ſullen ſpirit of diſcontent, which may ul- 


timately prove far more dangerous. I may be told that the go- 


vernment of Earl Fitzwilliam is to be ſucceeded by a govern- 


ment of fencibles, and that five men and a corpora} may march 
through Ireland; as formerly it was faid that a regiment of 
cowards armed with broomfticks might march through Ame- 
rica, without danger or moleſtation. Such boaſts may Mn : 


n „ ah... 2 — 
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be made in the inſolence of long-eſtabliſhed and unreſiſted 


power but the Iriſh are a brave and generous people, eaſy to 

be led, but hard and difficult to be driven. The conſequence 
of ſuch fooliſh and boaſtful language may be, that the jewel of 
Ireland may be torn for ever from the Britiſh Crown; which 


would then only retain as a ſubſtitute, the paltry bauble of 


_ Corſica, Corruption, it was to be lamented, had in former 
times exiſted in Ireland to a very great degree. What then 
muſt we think of the miniſter, who attempted to make corrup- 
tion the cement of the Government ; who preferred the in- 
tereſts of a junto, to the welfare of a nation; who wiſhed to go- 
vern through families of monopoliſts, inſtead of teaching the 
country to look to their common father, and fought to eſta- 
bliſh his authority by corruption and intrigue, rather than 
looking for its ſupport in the affection and confidence of the 
people? Why is the church of England eſtabliſhed here, but 
becauſe it is the religion of the greater part of the inhabitants? 
and what danger could ariſe. to the Proteſtants of Ireland, 
from a participation of privileges with their Catholic brethren ? 


Strange, that, when miniſters might hold Ireland united to this 


country by a chain of iron, they thould prefer to hold it by a 
very thread! I truſt that I ſhall fot this day hear, in oppoſition 
to the motion with which I ſhall conclude, the common-place 


topics of—the prerogative. of the Crown, the neceſſity of ſtate 


ſecrecy, the delicacy of the tranſaction, and the danger of 
any expoſure of correſpondence on public buſineſs. If this 
veil of ſtate ſecrecy. is always to be obtruded before our eyes, 
there is an end of all reſponſibility on the part of miniſters. 
My motion will not go to command the whole- of the cor- 
reſpondence of miniſters, but only ſuch parts as may be ſuf- 
ficient to explain the tranſaction, and which they, no doubt, 
will take care to garble and mutilate in the firſt inſtance. In 
another place ſomething was ſaid about the coronation oath, 
as preſenting an obſtacle to the meaſure of. Catholic emanci- 
pation: But, I will aſk, has his Majeſty violated his oath, by 
the conſtitution granted to Quebec, by the eſtabliſhment of the 
Roman Catholic religion in Corſica, and the conſequent com- 
munication with the Pope, whoſe Nuncio was avowedly enter- 
tained. in the country? Does Corſica, whidh is thus excluſively 
favoured, ſupply the Britiſh navy with ſeamen, or fend her ab- 


ſentees to enrich England, by ſpending there the incomes 


drained from her opulence or induſtry ! 


Mr. Jekyll proceeded in a ſtrain of animated eloquence, to 


remark on the circumſtances of the times, which rendered the 
conduct of miniſters towards Ireland particularly impolitie and 
dangerous, The country was at the lowelt ebb of misfortune, 
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and ſo far from being united in ſentiment, that a war carried 
on with the approbation of a ns oe fn that Houſe, was re- 
probated as ruinous by a great body of the people. 
In what object of their policy had miniſters ſucceeded ? 
They had commenced the war in order to deſtroy the French 
republic—the republic was now eſtabliſhed—In order to ſave 
Brabant to the Emperor, and Holland to this country—both 
were loſt, and not only loſt to the confederacy, but in alliance 
with France. The Eaſt Indies were in circumſtances of 
danger. The Weſt Indies exhibited a ſcene of defeat. Was 
' this the moment to refuſe their juſt rights to three-fourths of 
a2 great people, to alienate their affections, and endanger their 
allegiance ? The miniſter, whom he had ſeen come into place 
in order to deſtroy corruption, and reſtore the primitive purity 
of the golden age; he who ſo loudly reprobated every ſpecies 
of coalition, they now ſaw availing himſelf of all the means 
of corruption, and inviting coalitions in order to ſhew that he 
could dupe them. When he thought the fit moment had ar- 
rived, he ſerved them as a libertine would ſerve: his miſtreſs 


oben DEW Wed or ²P ie Ton args 
4 & —xpwhiſtled them off, 
« And let them down the wind to prey at fortune.“ 


— 


Ile next argued upon the right of public men, when diſ- 
miſled in particular circumſtances, to call for an inquiry into 
their conduct. If a Noble Lord (Hood) who had lately been 
diſmiſſed, he would ſay too ignominiouſly, from a great naval 
command, was to demand an inquiry into the cauſe of his diſ- 
miſſion, he would ſupport it; that gallant officer, whoſe valour A 
and good conduct were approved of by all, was above the 7 
mafts of all miniſterial inſinuation; but he thought his diſ- 0 
miſſion ſtrange, and that it ought to be inquired into. A common 


centinel has a 5 5 to demand a court martial; why then may 1 
not a Viceroy who is diſmiſſed, and his conduct by implica- n 
tion traduced, demand an inquiry to clear his fame ? What a 
danger or inconvenience could ariſe from it? none but to thoſe l 
who were conſcious of guilt, and who therefore wiſhed to BB. 
hide their actions in the ſhade of night, but dare not exhibit N 
them to the fair face of day. He concluded with declaring te 
that, if the Catholic queſtion has been made the colourable 0! 
pretext of the removal of the Noble Earl, while the real ob- b. 
_ of the miniſter has been to degrade his character —if that ky 
Noble Perſon has been vilely calumniated with reſpect to his k. 
ee conduct, and is now refuſed the inquiry neceſſary ior n 
is exculpation, there is no diſgrace which preſent times or N 


poſterity ought not to heap upon the head of a miniſter, 5 | at 
N ; | 7 „c 
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while he is baſe enough to inflict the deepeſt injury, has at the 

{ame time the inſolence to reject every demand for that redreſs, 

due to the wounded feelings and inſulted character of the 

rt on Pac onde oh matey errno 
Mr. Jekyllmoved= = | 


« That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty; that he will be 
_ eraciouſly pleaſed to direct that there be laid before this Houſe, ſuch part 


of the correſpondence between his Majeſty's miniſters and Earl Fitzwilliam, 
late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, as relates to the motives and grounds of 
his recal from the government of the ſaid kingdom, during a ſeſſion of 


Parliament, in which the two Houſes of Parliament had voted their con- 
fidence in him, and their approbation of his conduct, and with a mu- 
nificence unexampled, had granted ſupplies for the general exigencies of the 
ſtate ?! 203---1 REDS | VVV 


Sir William Milner ſeconded the motion, and bore ample 
teſtimony to the honourable character of Earl Fitzwilliam. He 
thought an inquiry was highly neceſſary to ſatisfy the public 
mind upon this important ſubject, and from what the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer had ſaid on a former evening, he ſup- 


poſed it would be allowed, at any rate he was perſuaded, the 
Noble Earl's character would ſtand unſullied, whether the in- 
quiry were granted or refuſed. . 0 

The motion being read. 

Mr. Powys ſaid, he was parti 
ſentiments upon this ſubject before the ſpeech of the Learned 
Gentleman who made this motion ſhould make that impreſſion 
which it was calculated to produce, and excitefeelings which 


4 


might perhaps prevent the Houſe from going into a diſcuſſion 
of the kind with perfect fairneſs. He begged leave to put 
it to the Houſe, whether it would become their wiſdom to en- 
tertain a motion which muſt be admitted to be a vehicle of ge- 
neral invective againſt his Majeſty's preſent miniſters? What 


advantage, he would aſk, could be derived to the nation at 
large, or to the reſpectable individual more immediately con- 
cerned, from the inquiry now propoſed ? With regard to the 
Noble Earl who was thus concerned in this ſubject, he con- 
feſſed he could not ſay he had lived in any habits of confidence 
or friendſhip with him, but he had known him long enough 


both in public and in private life to reſpect him highly. He 


knew the amiableneſs of his character as a private man. He 

knew the ſoundneſs of his principles f{ufficiently to eſteem him. 

If he conceived this inquiry eſſential to the character of that 

Noble Earl, he ſhould not be prevented from voting for it by 

any thing whatever, unleſs he „ been com- 
8988 N 
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pelled to refuſe it from a ſenſe of his public duty. He objected h 
to the inquiry, becauſe granting it would imply there was cri- 
minality ſomewhere. Indeed the Learned Gentleman who 


made the motion {tated in part of his ſpeech, that criminality 


had been imputed by miniſters to the Noble Earl, by the man- 
ner in which they had acted on the ſubject of his recal. It 
was becauſe he did not believe this, that he objected to the mo- 
tion. He knew that the Noble Earl was appointed to an high 
and important ſtation under the Government of this country. 


That appointment met with the general approbation both of 


Treland and of this country. He knew, and he felt that very 
thortly after this appointment, a fatal difference of opinion 


aroſe between his Majeſty's miniſters and the Noble Earl, 


_ which rendered it impoſſible for him to continue; conſequently 
he was recalled. He was far from ſtating, that the loſs of 


ſuch a perſon, either to this country or to Ireland, was not + 
very ſerious thing; but he muſt be allowed to add, that there 


was no blame imputed or imputable to the Noble Earl. Where 
had he been blamed? In the newſpapers? Was he the only 
perſon who had been treated with ſcurrility by them? Admi- 
niſtration had had that honour as well as the Noble Earl, and 
this the Noble Earl had refuted in a grave authentic-publica- 
tion under his own. hand. The Noble Earl had in another 
place boldly ſtood forward, and called for accuſation, if any 


there was againſt him. What was the anſwer? That there 


Was no accuſation whatever againſt him and there the matter 
_ reſted. A Noble Duke choſe to ſtand forward in another 


place, and to call for an inquiry. What was the language held 
in anfwer to that application by his Majeſty's miniſters? Did 
they not in the moſt clear terms bear teſtimony to the cha- 
racter of the Noble Earl? What further could be required, for 
xeally the Noble Earl muſt under thefe circumſtances eonſider 
Himſelf to be juſtifed. What fort of juſtification- could he 
receive from a diſcuſhon in that Houſe, with ſuch materials as 


they ſhould have before them? Suppoſing the inquiry to be 


gone into, he ſhould with to atk what was to be the reſult of 
it z were they to look to the reinſtatement of the Noble Earl? 
That he would dare to ſay would not appear wiſe in the opi- 


nion of the Noble Earl or of the Public. Was it to remove 
his Majeſty's preſent miniſters, who had been the cauſe of his 
_recal ?—Admitting blame to be imputable ſomewhere, that 
blame could not be made the ground of his recal, nor ſhould 


it be a ground, perhaps, of removing miniſters, Another ob- 


: jection occurred to him; and he would ſtate it thus: Was it 
for that Houſe to paſs judgment on the proceedings of the 
ſiſter kingdom? Was it a matter of ſound policy for that Houſe 


to 
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to give an opinion on the Legrflature of Ireland? The Learned 
Gentleman had ſtated a principle, which, if true, proved the 
conſtitution of this country to be very different from what he 
ever thought it. He had ſtated, that every man who was re- 
moved from any office under Government was diſgraced, if he 
had not an inquiry into his condu&. He begged leave to diſ- 
ſent from that principle. If every perſon thus diſmiſſed was 
to be con ndered 


help taking notice of the manner in which Gentlemen had 
been alluded to, who had lent their aſſiſtance in Parliament to 
Adminiſtration. —If they were to be ſtigmatized as deſerters, 
he could not agree in the appellation. He thought that the 


event of their having ſo joined Adminiſtration, was the beſt 


part of our hiſtory. © He thought that this motion was cal- 
culated to diſunite friends, inſtead of being ſerviceable to 
the country; but he hoped the majority of the Houſe would 
feel they were engaged in a different cauſe. They had a com- 
mon cauſe to maintain, and that was of ſuperior importance 
to this—ſuperior even to the unity of the empire itfelf. In 


that cauſe he truſted he might look upon the Noble Earl as 
one of our diſtinguiſhed leaders. He trufted the majority 


would join with him, in endeavouring to heal the wound, in- 
ſtead of increaſing it. In this hope and expectation he had, 
without conſultation with any one, formed a determination to 
take the beſt ſtep which, in his opinion, could be taken, to 
paſs by this diſcuſſion, and therefore he moved the Order of 
the Day. VVV 

The Buse llien for the Order of the Day being read from the 


chairs | 


Mr. Fox ſaid he certainly could not, like his Learned Friend 


who made this motion, allege that he had no particular inti- 
macy or acquaintance with the Noble Earl; he could not poſ- 
ſibly deny, that, through the whole of his political life, he 
had a ftrong friendſhip for the Noble Earl, a friendſhip and an 


intimacy in private, and, until lately, a cloſe connexion in 


political affairs; a friendſhip that afforded him the ſincereſt 
pleaſure, and highly gratified his pride, becauſe formed on 
ſuch a baſis that no difference of opinion upon any ſubject 
could entirely do away. He thought he had a right to ſay, 
and he expected to be believed when he ſaid, that, however 
great ſuch friendſhip might be, it could not warp his political 
opinion, nor affect his political conduct: For however pleaſ- 
ing the preſervation of that friendſhip and connexion might 
be, he had never ſo regarded either, as not to conſider them 


infexior to the conſideration of his public duty, againſt which 


Oo 2 a WM 


as ſtigmatized, there would be a wide field 
indeed laid open for the inquiry of that Houſe. | He could not 


$ . 


rr — 
— — — - * Rm — Nl N 3 

N = — + —— "PE x $0008 ae 
7 2 2 > 2 — — . 2 * - IS — 
FP r at WIS vn bh wy — 5 —————— n — © . . 
2 - — . 8 n . n 888 

a — LOTS 2 = 21 2 9 7 
EY = XS 0D 2 N 2 — WA, 4 8 q 
— — REE4 os 33 IE r 13 — n ed 


— ee 3 
RA 4 — —⁵ — 5 2 
* - — . = 8 . — 2 * Sg Et MPT Ile we I 
2 Sq CEL AS rs Ä 1 PEE CATE Ht RET. 5 wa 
933 be CEC Mp EE IG A rr a Wen 
= e 8 r 8 ArLC . aadran. 5 —ǵ—ͤ—ͤ— — 
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| he never. had, nor ſhould place any thing in competition; 
therefore this good he hoped would happen to him, that as he 


had been ſo unfortunate as to differ from that Noble Earl upon 


political topics, the Public would have no doubt that he was 
actuated by pure principles in; endeavouring to promote the 
inquiry that was propoſed. | | | 


This inquiry was called for upon two grounds which were 


diſtin& from each other: Firſt, with regard to Earl Fitzwil- 


liam perſonally; ſecondly,. with regard to the intereſt which 
the Public had in the inquiry. The-firſt of theſe was certain- 
1 leaſt important; but even ſuppoſing that the firſt was 
the only ground, he was of opinion it would have been ſufli- 


I cient. to call .upon the juſtice of the Houle to accede to the 


preſent motion. He confefſed he could not go the length of 


' agreeing entirely with his Learned Friend, that a diſmiſſion by 


Adminiſtration, of any individual, unlefs under circumſtances 
of known imputed” malverſation, muſt be deemed. a perſonal 
cenſure z but he agreed entirely that in this caſe an attempt 


had been made by his Majeſty's miniſters, to convey ſome cen- 
ure on the character of the Noble Earl. He allowed that the 


prerogative of the Crown to diſmiſs its officers, was ſuch as was 
not upon all occaſions to be queſtioned, but when exerciſed in 
an extraordinary manner it became the duty of that Houſe to 
inquire into the exerciſe of it; and although he did not allow 
that every diſmiſſion conveyed a cenſure upon an individual 
diſmiſſed, yet he could not go the length of ſaying, that no 


circumitance under which a perſon might be diſmiſſed could 


convey a ſtigma. In this caſe, he believed, the common ſenſe 
of mankind was, that miniſters had, in the manner in which 
the Noble Earl had been recalled, attempted to caſt a ſtigma 


upon his character. There mult be one of two reaſons for the 


diſmiſſion of the Noble Earl; either that he exerciſed his power 
25 Lord, Lieutenant very improperly, or that he miſunderſtood 
his inſtructions. Some ſtrong reaſon the Public muſt expect 
to have. occaſioned his recal, ſince it was a circumſtance at- 


| tended by great public inconvenience, great public riſque, and 


many very powerful remonſtrances. On both theſe grounds 
Lord Fitzwilliam told us that he was diſmiſſed, not from miſ- 
underſtanding his inſtructions, for making improper uſe of lis 
power, but for acting, as he had been taught to think, in the 
manger which was the moſt agreeable to his employers, He 
told us that he had been diſmiſſed for acting in direct confor- 
mity to the directions he received from the Cabinet of Great 


Britain. If, however, what had been declared in the Par- 


liament of Ireland was true, that he acted with great impru- 
dence and impropriety, he acted contrary to the e 
VVVVVVV Eid 3j ie 
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thoſe who employed him, If this be true, he was guilty of 


a great crime, for imprudence in a character of ſuch eminence 
was a great crime. Here, therefore, Earl Fitzwilliam and 
miniſters were at iſſue. - Ihe parties differed upon the fact, 
and it was right for-the Public to know the real truth between 
them. Earl Fitzwilliam underſtood his recal as a ſtigma on 
his character. It was true, that the act itſelf might or might 
not be a ſtigma, becauſe that depended on the' circumſtances 
that created it. But ſurely, in the common ſenſe of the thing, 
the recal muſt be deemed the cenſure of his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters upon the conduct of the Noble Earl, and that too 
of the moſt extraordinary kind. Mr. Fox proceeded to read 
ſome parts of the letters of the Noble Earl upon the ſub- 
ject, wherein he ſtates: the underſtanding between him and 
the Cabinet, upon the queſtion of the emancipation of the 
Catholics; and wherein he juſtifies himſelf for the part he 
had taken upon that ſubject. Miniſters alleged there was no 
ſuch under ſtanding between them. The queſtion for the Houſe 
to inquire into was this Was the ſtatement of Earl Fitzwilliam 


true or falſe? To aſcertain this was the object of the preſent 


motion; and it was an important object. The character of 
the Noble Earl had been ſaid to be unſullied; he hoped, 
he truſted, and he believed it was. But why was it fo? It 
was from the impotence of his enemies; for if their conduct 
had. been right, the character of the Noble Earl, inſtead 
of being unſullied, muſt have been highly criminal, as they 


had given to the Public more than inſinuation upon that ſub- 


ject. —It had been alleged alſo, that this motion tended to 
excite animoſities, particularly by the Hon. Gentleman who 


ſpoke laſt. He diſclaimed all ideas of exciting animoſity. 


Some of the parties in this diſpute had been long friends, and 
while he was a friend of theirs, he ſaw them always as brothers. 
In their former friendſhip and connexion, he witneſſed no- 
thing but honour, confidence, friendſhip, and attachment. It 
was only after they had got into their new company. that they 
found diſcord, diſtruſt, and animoſity. Such was the fate of 
their new connexions. - Had- the Noble Earl continued united 


with his old friends, he would not have been brought into his 


preſent diſagreeable ſituation. But when he formed his new 
connexions, he found he had got into a family compact, with 


the principles of which it was impoſſible for him to agree. 


The conſequence was, the parties quarrelled, and bitterly ac- 


cuſed each other. He remembered the time when it was 


faſhionable to accuſe certain Gentlemen of having formed a 


political connexion, which was ſuppoſed to be a ſpecies of 


zriſtocracy, hoſtile both to the prerogative of the Crown, and 
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the intereſts of the People. He always thought that obſerva. 
tion ridiculous z but if the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
ever any real apprehenſions of the danger of ſuch a coalition, he 
had acted wiſely in the laſt ſtep he had taken upon that ſubject ; 
for, by entering into a coalition himſelf with ſome branches 
of all parties, he had completely deſtroyed any danger from 
them all. i 5 e eee ä 
With reſpect to the other part of the ſubject, which he 
owned appeared to him to be the moſt important one, namely, 
the intereſt which the Public had in this inquiry, he muſt ob- 
ſerve, in anſwer to the queſtion, For what purpoſe was this 
ſubject to be diſcuſſed ? that the Public had a right to com- 
plete information as to who the perſons were whoſe conduct 
Had created ſuch public inconvenience. If miſchief had been 
done, if danger had been occaſioned, it was fitting the Public 
ſhould know to whom it was owing 3 it muſt be owing to his 
Majeſty's miniſters or to the Noble Earl. Nothing could clear 
up that point but the inquiry propoſed in the motion then be- 
fore the Houſe. Certain Gentlemen had come with a cover- 
ing to the whole ſubject; they objected to this inquiry becauſe 
they did not know that the refult might not be that of remoy- 
Ing his Majeſty's miniſters. Upon this he owned it did not 
appear to him that if miniſters ſhould, upon this inquiry, 
appear to deferve the cenſure of the Houſe, they ſhould there- 
fore neceflarily be removed. The Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt had gone fo far as to ſay, that even if it appeared to him 
_ miniſters had miſconducted themſelves, he ſhould not vote 
For this inquiry, for the cauſe in which they were engaged was 
more important than even the union of the empire. Mr. Fox 
ſaid, he withed the Houſe to mark the end of this, for under 
ſuch a principle no inquiry could ever take place; the cauſe in 
which we were engaged, according to this doctrine, muſt ſu- 
perſede every other ſubject. Let the Public know that this 
was the ſort of anſwer that was to be given to all queſtions, 
when the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters was propoſed to 
be diſcuſſed. If this was to be really the practice of that 
_ Houſe, he thought it was but fair for the Houſe at once to 
ſay fo, inſtead of betraying their conſtituents, by pretending 
to hold a power of inquiring into any circumſtances that re- 
lated to the conduct of the ſervants of the Crown. It would 
be better and more honeſt, at once to ſay,” that the functions 
of Parliament ſhould be ſuſpended until the end of the war, 
than to fit there day after day, to act mockery: after mockery, 
and to pretend to have an idea of inquiring into any thing, the 
poſſible reſult of which might be the removal of the King's 
miniſters. ro og ng To 
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Much had been faid of the dangers of ſuch inquiries as 
theſe. He was of opinion that the greateſt of all dangers 
that could poſhbly threaten a free ſtate, was that of miniſters 
being enabled to go on without cenſure with any plan which 
their ambition, folly, or madneſs might ſuggeſt ; this was the 
danger which threatened the country; it was from this we 
ſuſfered, were now ſuffering, and he feared were doomed to 
ſuffer ſo much'calamity. He would ſay, that the imagination 
of man could not conceive any thing more injurious to the 
true intereſts of this country, than that of refuſing an inquiry 
into the conduct of the miniſters of the Crown, merely be- 

_ cauſe ſuch inquiry might lead to their removal. It was this, 
as he had before ſtated, had brought on us all our diſaſters. 
He would aſk the Houſe to look at the ſituation of this coun- 
try in the year 1792, and to compare it with their ſituation 
at preſent, and then to tell him whether they thought it poſ- 
fible for diſtreſs to have been more dreadfully accumulated 
upon them by any combination of misfortunes. Let them, 
therefore, reflect upon their preſent ſituation, and let that 
Houſe adopt the old practice of a good Houſe of Commons, 
entertain its conſtitutional jealouſy, and inſtitute inquiries in- 
dependent of all conſiderations as to the reſult: leading to a 
removal of any Adminiſtration. Mr. Fox compared the diſ- 
miſſion of Earl Fitzwilliam with the reſignation and diſmiſſion 
of Lord Carlifle, Lord Temple, Lord. Northington, and others, 
and pointed out the difference between this and all of them. 
In the caſes of all thoſe noble perſons, the diſmiſſions and 
reſignations aroſe in conſequence of the change of Admini- 
ſtration, and therefore they differed entirely from the preſent 
caſe. Some perſons might perhaps object to this motion, as 
the very words of it conveyed an idea, that it was dangerous 
to ſuffer any inquiry whatever to take place, becauſe it ſtated 
circumſtances, from which it might be inferred that Ireland 
was in danger. The conduct of Earl Fitzwilliam was cer- 
tainly very dangerous. But to whom was it dangerous ? To 
the people of Ireland? By no means. It was dangerous 
only to the few individuals. whoſe plan it was to govern Ire- 
land by corruption: It was dangerous to thoſe who held the 
intereſt and the ſentiments of the people of that country in 
contempt z and therefore the cauſe of the removal of the 
Noble Earl upon#that principle was eafily perceived. The 
Noble Earl was, he believed, the only perſon who had the 
good fortune to obtain the applauſes of all the Catholics and 
Diſlenters of Ireland; the only perſon who, fince the acceſ- 
hon of the Houſe of Brunſwick, had been able to unite all 

parties in that kingdom; and that, perhaps, to his Majeſty's 
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Britain had to inſtitute inquiries into public g 
related to the intereſts of both. He was of opinion, that 
what had been allowed to the Catholics in that country and 


— 


LY 


283 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Con 


preſent adviſers, was a ſufficient reaſon for his recal. Mr. 


Fox entered into a ſhort hiſtory of facts with regard to the 


Adminiſtration of Earl Fitzwilliam in Ireland; and of cer. 
tain applications which had been made to the Throne by de- 


legates from that country on behalf of the Catholics, and 


maintained the right which the Houſe of Commons of Great 
atters which 


in this, was right as far as it went; but that while there was 


any diſtinction made between them and the Proteſtants, with 
regard to political rigbts, they would continue to have claims 
upon the juſtice of the Legiſlature. His opinion, indeed, 
was well known to thoſe who had done him the honour to 


attend to him: It was, that at all times, in all countries, 
and upon all occafions, there ſhould be no diſtinctions in po- 
litical rights, on account of religious opinions. He thought 
that the prejudices of the people were, generally ſpeaking, 
worthy of attention. But when prejudices bent againſt the 
general principles of toleration, he did not think them en- 
titled to much reſpect. What was the caſe in Ireland when 
Lord Fitzwilliam became Lord Lieutenant? When he ar- 


rived in Ireland, he found the Proteſtants ſo far from enter- 
taining any alarm at the idea of the emancipation of the Ca- 


tholics, that they all wiſhed for it; even when his recal was 


known to be about to take place, there was only one place in 
the whole kingdom where alarm was affected to be felt, in 
conſequenee of the plan propoſed in favour of the Catholics ; 
and even there the vote upon that occaſion was carried by a 


fmall majority; and therefore it was demonſtrable, that the 


almoſt unanimous with of the people of Ireland was for the 
entire emancipation of the Catholics. Nor was this wonder- 
ful ; for the people of Ireland had ſenſe enough to diſtinguiſh 


tween the effect of living amongſt freemen, and that of 


U living amongſt laves. - 


It was ſaid that under the preſent circumſtances no man 


could with to ſee Lord Fitzwilliam reſtored to the government 
of Ireland. That the Noble Earl, conſidering his recent ex- 
perience, would be very willing again to hazard his comfort, 


is character, his reputation, under the controul of thoſe 


who had already betrayed him, was extremely doubtful ; but 


he confeſſed, from what he knew: of the diſpoſition of that 


Nobleman, he would be as ready to ſacrifice every thing that 
related to his own eaſe for the public good, as any man in the 
kingdom; he nevertheleſs thought, that after what had al- 
ready happened, he muſt heſitate a-good deal before he would 
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ſay, “ I am ready to go to Ireland during the continuance of 
the preſent Adminiſtration.” Such an event would certainly. 
be deſirable, for the Noble Earl was popular throughout the 
whole kingdom, which was evident from the addreſſes of all 
conſiderable towns, from Belfaſt to Cork, and alſo in the city 
of Dublin. To pleaſe every man, was impoſſible; but Lord 
Fitzwilliam had pleaſed the Houſe of Lords of Ireland, and 
the Houſe of Commons, who had granted, during his admi- 
niſtration, ſupplies that were unparalleled in extent. He had 
pleaſed the Catholics of Ireland and the Proteſtants of Ire- 
land. He had appointed a learned, reverend, and pious Pre- 
late (to whoſe yes Mr. Fox. bore, teſtimony of eſteem - 
in the moſt handſome terms) Lord Primate, in the moſt diſ- 
intereſted manner. In the ſame way alſo he named a Gentle- 
man, Provoſt of Trinity College, Dublin, of eminent abili- 
ties and high character, but from whom he could not expect 
any political ſervices. The Noble Earl, in ſhort, had pleaſed. 
the maſs of the people in Ireland, but he had diſpleaſed a few 
individuals, Mr. Beresford, and two or three ethers. Thus, 
when the people of Ireland were put into one end of the 
ſcale, and Mr. Beresford and a few individuals into the other, 
the ſcale loſt its balance—the people, with all their weight, 
flew up, and the intereſt of Mr. Beresford preponderated. 
When this ſubject had been mentioned by him on a former, 
_ occaſion, and when he had given it as his opinion that an in- 
quiry ſhould be inſtituted, the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
aſſerted that his Majeſty's miniſtexs had done nothing in the. 
affairs of Ireland, for which blame was imputable to them, 
and that it would ſo appear when an inquiry ſhould take 
place. This, Mr. Fox ſaid, convinced him the moment he 
heard it uttered, that no inquiry would ever be conſented to 
on the part of his Majeſty's miniſters, for it was their con- 
ſtant practice when charged boldly, to afſert they were not 
guilty, that they were ready to prove. it whenever an inquiry. 
ſhould take place, and when that inquiry was propoſed, to 
refuſe to grant it. Of this they gave a ſpecimen, when the 
Secretary to the Treaſury had been called upon to account 
tor his conduct, in a caſe which had been inveſtigated in a 
court of juſtice. He would continue to ſay, that if this in- 
quiry be entered into, to uſe a phraſe which had been applied 
by a Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Windham) 
upon another occaſion, the miniſter and his troops woutd be 
found to be covered with filthy dowlas. He owned), it appear- 
ed to him impoſſible upon any principle of integrity to refuſe. 
entering into this inquiry. Facts were alleged on. one fide, . 
and, if not contradicted, were certainly not admitted on the 
Vol. III. N x i 8 | other; 
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250 © WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, _ [Commong, 
other; and therefore, as the ſubject. was important, that was 
ground for an inquiry. Lord Fitzwilliam alleged, that Ad. 
miniſtration had deceived him; he ſaid ſo in plain words: 
There might be ſome paſſion mixed with his narrative how) 
could it be otherwiſe? Where was the man, who, under 
ſuch circumſtances, would be totally free, from paſſion ? But, 
after making all allowances upon that head, it muſt be admit- 
ted, that the facts 81 . by the Noble Earl, not admitted by 
his opponents, were of, ſuch a nature as to demand inquiry 
in that Houſe. The Noble Earl alledged, it was not in reality 
ts diſmiſſion of Mr. Beresford that was the cauſe of his Af. | 
agreement with his Majeſty's miniſters, © This,” ſays the 
Noble Earl, was no other than a direct intention in mi- 
niſters to degrade him in the eyes of the Public, and of thoſe 
with whom he had formerly acted, and left for the purpoſe of 
eoaleſcing with the preſent Adminiſtration.“ | | 


Mt. Fox ſaid, he did not pretend to pronounce what were 
_ the motives of the miniſter which led to the conduct he ob- 
| ſerved upon that occafion. He ſhould not enter into a minute 
detail of the facts, but it was eſſential that the Public ſhould 
know the whole truth upon that fubject. He had heard, as 
had been alledged that night by his Learned Friend who made 
the motion, that, in another place, there. had been a very 
fair and frank declaration, that upon application being made 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to know his ſentiments. 
on the conduct of Earl Fitzwilliam, he explicitly diſavowed 
the whole of it. Earl Fitzwilliam on the contrary inſiſted, 
that with that very miniſter he had converſed upon that ſub- 
ject, that he had communicated his ſentiments to that mini- 
ker, had ſtated his intentions to him, all of which he ex- 
preſsly approved. Upon ſuch a difference of affertion, he 
would alk that Houſe, was it or was it not fitting that they 
ſhould inquire, and be fatisfied how the ſacts really ſtood? 
He might think that the removal of Mr. Beresford was not 
an event in itfelf of great importance; but when ſuch a man 
as Mr. Beresford was put in competition with the united 
wiſhes and the common intereſt of the whole people of Ire- 
land, Mr. Beresford roſe into great and ſtriking importance, 
and with that view the citcumſtances became worthy of the 
inquiry of that Houſe. CCT | 
Mr. Fox took notice of ſome diſputes which eommenced 
in October laſt, between the two parties of Adminiſtration ; 
he ſpoke, he ſaid, from public rumour only, having no ſpecific 
knowledge on the fact. From that rumour he underſtood a 
plan was in agitation to fever the whvle of the new Admini- 
firation from the old, and he did not think there were any 


BI Fo La a + 


doubted-the truth of that rumour. Common report alſo ſaid, 
that in October laſt a material change was to take place in 
the Adminiſtration of Ireland. A Nobile Lord who fills the 
firſt legal office in that kingdom, it was notorious, was tog 
out. Many other changes muſt of conſequence follow: Mr. 
Ponſonby could not be in with Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Toler. 
Theſe remoyals, not the alarm of Proteſtant eee 
which long ſince died away, were the cauſe of the recab 
Look at the ſituation of the Noble Earl at the time he leſt, 
with others, his old friends, in order to act with thoſe who 
had ſince deſerted and betrayed him. It was evident he hall 


to have an efficient Adminiſtration. of his own: choice and 


Mr. Wolfe from the office of Attorney General, the ouly ob- 
jection which was made, and that only by one of his Majeity's 


ſonby never having been Attorney General before, aut that 
it would be more decorous and proper that before ſo young la 
intermediate oſſiee of Solicitor General. 

Mr. Ponſonby was a gentleman who ranked deſervedly high. 
in the eſtimation of his countrymen, not only as a man of 


office of Solicitor General, was the only one which was urged 


General of Ireland. Certainly the Noble Earl would never 


have accepted the appointment he did, on zuy other terms 
chan thoſe of appointing his own Adminiſtration in that 
country, with a very few exceptions. He believed ſome con- 


rerſation had once taken place between miniſters and the 
Noble Earl reſpecting the removal of a certain Law Lord; 


high in office ; but that removal had afterwards been agreed 
to be given up. He certainly lamented that any of his old 
friends had joined the preſent Adminiſtration, or had formed 


ny connexion with them; but he was ready ſtill to regard 


5 their characters with tenderneſs; and therefore he wiſhed to 
' lupport exery inquiry, that was neceflary to vindicate their 
. honour. That Lord Fitzwilliam ſhould have purſued: the 


deaſutes he did in Ireland, was perfectly natural. Long 


e ES before 


perſons qualified to form an opinion upon the ſubject, Who 


not agreed ta accept the high ſtation he was appointed to; * 
but from a thorough conviction in his own mind, that he was 


appointment; and when he had mentioned the removal off 
miniſters (Mr. Pitt), was the very delicate one of Mr. Pon- 


man was advanced fo high, he ſhould Brſt paſs through the 


learning, but of the moſt ſhining and ſplendid talents in his 

profeſſion of a lawyer. He was, he believed about the ſame 
age with this miniſter, and called to the bar aboat the ſame 
time that he was called to his Majeſty's councits 3 yet this - 
modeſt objection to his youth, and never having filled the 


by this ſingle miniſter againſt his appointment to be Attorney 
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before that Nobleman became the Lord Lieutenant of that 
country, he had ceaſed to converſe with him upon political 
ſubjects, becauſe he knew they differed, but yet he was per- 
fectly ſatisfied of the courſe which the Noble Earl would take 
during his adminiſtration 'in Ireland. It was as natural to 
expect that he ſhould have purſued the plan he did, as that, if 
he were to be miniſter to-morrow, it would be natural to ex- 
pett he would make ſome attempt to negotiate with France. 
It was ſaid when Earl Fitzwilliam was appointed Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, there would be an end of the old ſyſtem 
of government, of the influence of the Beresfords, and there 
would of courſe be a complete emancipation of the Catholics. 

Therefore, it was extraordinary to affect ſurpriſe at the part 

which Lord Fitzwilliam took upon that occaſion. There was 

ſomething extremely ſingular in the manner in which ſome 
Gentlemen affected to ſay that the recal of Earl Fitzwilliam 
from the office of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland was no inſinu- 
ation by miniſters againſt his character; and yet that theſe 
Gentlemen ſhould inſiſt upon it that the diſmiſſion of Mr. 
Beresford by the Noble Earl, was a direct attack upon his 
character. He wiſhed to know which of the two events was 
the more important? Had Mr. Beresford been diſmiſſed for 
- ever, did the Houſe believe that there would have been an ad- 
| dreſs and remonſtrance from the Catholics in conſequence of 
that event? The truth was, that facts ſpoke for themſelves 
too plainly in this caſe. Lord Fitzwilliam was popular in 
Ireland; but popularity with the people was one thing, popu- - 
larity in the King's Cabinet another. 5 
After having exhauſted all their ſhiſts upon this ſubject, 
the King's miniſters found out by accident, that to give com- 
plete emancipation to the Catholics, was a thing dangerous in 
ſome degree to the King's coronation oath. This was a ſort 
of objection which it was very difficult to ſtate gravely ; and 
when he ſaw men of ſenſe attempting to make uſe of it as an 
argument, he was led to reflect that there was ſome reaſon be- 
ſides, which it was their diſpoſition. to conceal ;z for 'ſurely_ 
when- men capable of forming a juſt opinion upon. things, 
aſſigned a reaſon which could not be ſtated to children with- 
out exciting their ridicule, the real reaſon mult be ſuch as did 
not ſuit their characters to diſcloſe. The reverend, the learn- 
ed, and the pious” Prelate, to whom he had already alluded, 
and whoſe province it was to guard againſt any dangerous in- 
Novation in religion, had ſeen none of this alarming hoſtility 
to the King's coronation oath, which the lay-adviſer' of the 
Crown in Great Britain apprehended, nor had an of the peo- 
ple of Ireland or of England. But the Chancellor E | 5 
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Exchequer, and the Secretary of State, in their piety and due 
obſervance of religious rites and ceremonies, forſooth, had 
lately made this diſcovery. _ r 3 


„ r . Mag Sw” 

rr 9 7 . 8 * 
e . 2 2 
— ? TE . why 2. 
„ E ces ne 
£704 SR, © n 5 8 
2 


The next point to be conſidered, was the opinion which 
the maſs of the people of a country entertained of the govern- 
ment under which they lived. He knew there were ſome who 
affected to deſpiſe that idea; but they were weak, . ſhallow, 
miſerable politicians. * He knew that Ireland was, in that 
reſpect, in a dangerous condition. It had been ſaid, that 
Ireland was not in a ſtate of rebellion or inſurrection. He 
hoped it never would ; but certainly all accounts from that 
country concurred in this, that the people were in a ſtate of 
the greateſt diſcontent and diſſatisfaction; nor was this to be 
wondered at: Indeed the reaſon was obvious, It was effential 
to the welfare of a country, that the common people of it 
ſhould have a veneration for its laws. This was by no means 
the caſe in Ireland; and why? Becaufe the law was there 
regarded as an inſtrument of oppreſſion, and as having been 
made upon a principle of pitiful monopoly; and not for the 
general protection, welfare, and happineſs of the maſs 
ol the people. It was too common for the lower claſs of the 
people in Ireland to reſiſt the execution of the laws. Theft 
itſelf was not regarded by them with the fame abhorrence as 
with us. Indeed, if we would have the maſs of mankind re- 
gard our laws with veneration, we muſt make them feel the 
benefits of them ; ſhew them that they are equal, and alike to 
all without diſtinction. It was this principle which made the 
laws of England ſo much the object of our admiration ; it was 
this which made the people parties, as it were, in the execu- 
tion of the laws; for when any one infringed them, a proſe- 
cution againſt him was generally a popular meaſure, What 
he ſaid with regard to laws, was applicable alſo to religion. 
He would have religious toleration as equal as the laws of 
England; and that all men ſhould be tried in ſociety by their 
morals, and not by the mode of religious worſhip. To root 
out prejudices altogether, was not a thing to be accompliſhed 
at once; but it was a thing to be attempted z and every ſtep 
towards it would be an adyantage to the country. Such was 
the plan of Earl Fitzwilliam, which, inſtead of aiding, mi- 
niſters thwarted by their meaſures. They had renewed the 
old plan of corruption, which had made the government of 
that country odious; this was too well authenticated to be 
coubted; It had been ſtated publicly in the Houſe of Com- 
mons there, by a Gentleman whoſe talents were high! 
eminent, and for whom, notwithſtanding ſome little Ai 
ferences upon political ſubjects, he had a high eſteem (Mr. 
5 1 19 1 5 3 ; 1 n 5 5 * —_ 28 ” | 2 «5 Grattan); 
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Grattan) ;..that Gentleman had ſtated that peerages in Ireland, 
| Inſtead of being a matter of honour, were an article of fale; 
that they were purchaſed from the corruption of ſeats in the 
Houſe of Commons. This Gentleman, by whoſe noble ex- 
ertions Ireland gained a free trade and more equal repreſenta- 
tion, never was in the confidence or on the fide of any Vice- 
roy, bating the Noble Earl in queſtion and Lord Northington, 
Yet it was ſtated in the debate in the Lords by a Noble Lord 
{Weſtmorland), who left Ireland to make room for Earl Fitz. 
William, that all the changes were made to excite. commotion 
and ſedition and faction. He bad heard much of the influence 
of the Crown in this country; and Mr. Fox ſaid, he believed 
it to be as great as it was ever ſtated to be. But an Ireland 
corruption had been publicly avowed and aCted upon. Such a 
government muſt certainly be in a very decrepid ſtate; and, 
therefore, any plan for the relicf of the people was highly 
neceſſary. What then were we. to think of miniſters who 
held out an encouragement at one time for ſuch a plan, and 
afterwards recalled a Lord Lieutenant for attempting to carry 
J c ii rog ot otoras 4 
The queſtion therefore reſted upon the cauſe and the man- 
ner of the recal of Earl Fitzwilliam; and upon that ſub- 
jecd it was impoſſible fairly to paſs by the conduct of his Ma- 

jeſty's miniſters, without inquiry. He had heard much ſaid 
of the danger of inyeſtigating this buſineſs; danger he ad- 
mitted there was, not from an inquiry, but from abſtaining 
from inyeſtigation. He had heard alſo a good deal ſaid about 
the honour of his Majeſty's miniſters. Upon that he was not 
concerned ; they would defend their own honour, and deal 
with it as they might think beſt. Lord Fitzwilliam defired 
only an' inveſtigation of facts; in which, he ſaid, his honour 
was concerned, and alio the intereſt of the nation : And there- 
fore he thought it imported the Houſe to inſtitute the inquiry, 
He knew indeed, that, if Earl Fitzwilliam had adopted the 
plan which others had ſet for him, he might long fince have 
Frei extremely eaſy ; he might have had an opportunity of 
accepting a good place; miniſters would have faid—* It is 
true you have uttered ſome hard ſentences againſt us, but, 
now we are good friends, every thing is underſtood between 
us.“ The truth was, Lord Fitzwilliam did not enter into 
what is called the ſpirit of the preſent Adminiſtration; that is 
to lay, he did not facrifice his character for the purpoſe of 
| 98 5 himſelf upon an equality with them. He had, thank 

od, not entered into that ſpirit: He ſaid thank God, for no 
political differences of opinion ever had, or ſhould, Mr. Foz 
declared, deſtroy his friendſhip. Lord DOI OR aCted 
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honourably: He called for inquiry; he ſtated his claim to it; 
he had a right to demand it of the juſtice of that Houſe; bis 
honour was in their hands, and therefore they ought to grant 
him an inquiry: Should the Houſe refuſe it, Mr. Fox de- 
clared, he knew not, among the various names that have been 
iven to various Parliaments; what name to give to the pre- 
* Parliament: It certainly was not an Inquiſitive Parlia- 
ment. They had ſeen. large ſubſidies granted, and they had 
not inquired into the ſervices performed; they had known 
alliances entered into, and our allies deſert us, and they had 
not inquired for what reaſon z they had ſeen. our armies de- 
feared, and they had not inquired into the plan, pf our military 
operations; they had ſeen failures on our part, in almoſt every 
corner of the world, and they had not inquired into the cauſes 
of ſuch failures z they had ſeen this empire very nearly ruined 
by the conduct of the King's miniſters, and they had continued 
their confidence in ſuch. miniſters. It was for want of in- 
quiry we had been brought into our preſent calamitous ſitua- 
tion, Knowing this, he muſt on the preſent occaſion leave it 
to the wiſdom of the Houſe, to reflect on the conſequences of 
continuing to refuſe inquiries. into ſubjects in which the pro- 
ſperity and happineſs, of this and the ſiſter kingdom were fo, 
deeply involved. | | 5 
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Te Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that whatever effect 
might be produced in the minds of ſome, by the efforts of the 
Hon, Gentleman. who made the motion, and thoſe of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman who followed him, to perſuade the 
Houſe and the Public that his Majeſty's miniſters wiſhed to 
avoid the propoſed inquiry, from a conſciouſneſs of miſcon- 
dat; he was almoſt confident that he ſhould have the ſenſe 
of the majority of the Houſe with him in the part he pro- 
poſed to take. Feeling, as he muſt feel, what the {trift line 
of his duty was as a Member of the Britiſh Parliament, and 
ſtill more particularly as a Member of the Executive Govern- 
ment; he was convinced that he ſhould betray that Govern- 
ment, if he were induced to give a verbal explanation of the 
ſubject in hand, when it could only, from its nature, be 
effectually known by a thorough inveſtigation of the whole of 
the correſpondence which took place during the time 
of Lord Fitzwilliam's reſidence in Ireland; a propoſal to do 
which, he averred, could not come from ſubſtantial purpoſes 
of ſound policy, or from any well- grounded fenſe of public 
 exycdhiendy. os, phirateJititices. cf EE é 
Whatever the view of the motion might be—whether it 
was juſtice to Lord Fitzwilliam, or mjuſtice to thoſe who 
_ Egmpoled. the Executive Government—whether it ea 2 5 
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welfare of the Britiſh empire at large, or the benefit of the 

Iriſh nation—or to diſcuſs and take vie opinion of the Houſe 
on topics depending before the independent Legiſlature of 
Treland ; it was impoſſible to enter upon it at all to any effect, 
without: going at large into a complete inveſtigation of the 
whole, without ſuffering themſelves to be led away by artful 
repreſentations, founded on garbled extracts and vague ru- 
mours, which, however induſtriouſſy circulated, certainly 
were not ſufficient grounds for that Houſe to form a deciſion 


upon. And whether the Houſe would agree to take a ſtep at 


once ſo indelicate and dangerous, as to open the ſecret tranſ- 
actions of Government, and touch the vital parts of the 
Britiſh empire, by probing every little unimportant wound to 
its utmoſt extent, or not, was a queſtion that he would not 
inſult their patriotiſm or their wiſdom by doubting. 


If an inquiry, however, was to take place, it could be 


properly done only by application to the Throne, and not by 
inquiſition of the confidential ſervants of his Majeſty, who 
were withheld, by the very effence and nature of their office, 


from the promulgation of the ſecrets of the Cabinet. He 


afured the Houſe, that whatever advantage might be made of 


His filence, or however the ingenuity of Gentlemen might 


turn it to the purpoſes of bold preſumption and coarſe in- 
vective, he was too much accuſtomed to ſuch treatment, not 
to ſacrifice the firſt ſeelings of his temper to the deliberate 
- ſenſe of his duty. He could well bear the uncouth ebullitions 

of intemperance and acrimony, and contemn the groſs miſ- 
repreſentations of his conduct, which he was ſo much in the 
habit of hearing from the other ſide of the Houſe, becauſe he 
entertained a well-founded hope of receiving a fair and can- 
did judgment from the Public, and had, at all events, an 
- ample reſource for tranquillity in the conſcious integrity of 
his own mind. | e NIE OY 5 


He did not, he ſaid, want the candid and ſalutary advice given 


Him by an Hon Gentleman (Mr. Powys), not to be betrayed 
into warmth by the very provoking and unmerited expreſſions 


which fell from the other ſide; for he had been, antecedent. 
to that advice, determined not to enter 'into any particular 


verbal explanation—and in the ſpirit of that determination he 


would neither admit nor deny the facts or inferences ſo looſely 
charged, but ſtate to the Houſe what he conceived to be the 


general principle which governed the caſe, and which he was 


convinced would lead to the concluſion of rejecting the 


motion on the grounds of ſound policy and public ſafety. 
HFaving ſaid ſo much, he would take up no more of the 


time of the Houſe with preliminary matter, but proceed to 
r | | . : 5 ne > + 
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the points of the queſtion, as they aroſe from the ſtatements. 
on the other ſide—and as to the aſſertion that no prerogative. 
could bar the inquiſitorial functions of that Houſe, he would 
admit it under 1 qualifications. No part of the King's 
prerogative was more peculiarly neceſſary to the exiſtence of 
Government, the facility of its operation, and the ſecurity of 
that country for which ſuch government is formed, than the 
power of nominating and diſmiſſing his Majeſty's ſervants, 
without aſſigning any cauſe: Let he would not ſay, that even 
this, in a ſpecial caſe, 2 Hen made aut, might not be pro- 
perly brought before the Houſe, and inſiſted on with reaſon 
as a fit matter of inquiry. J2J;ͤ;ö;—'/ 
That this power of ſelection or rejection, without aſſigning 
cauſe, veſted in the Crown, and was an indiſputable part 
of the conſtitution, was prima facie evident, he would not, there- 
ſore, weary the Houſe by demonſtrating it; and that the moſt 
perfect confidence in each other (not confidence of moral opi- 
nion, but confidence of having the ſame views, and a concur. 
rence.of opinion on the political meaſures to be purſued by all} 
ſhould fubſiſt between the various Members o& the Executive 
Government, as the means which could alone enable them to 
conduct to advantage the public concerns, was equally obvious. 
If then motions of this kind were to be granted, and inqui- 
ries of the nature it ſought were ſet on. foot, this great and 
ſalutary proviſion of the conſtitution was ended at once. Be- 
fore an experiment ſo hazardous could be attempted, a ſpecial 
caſe ſhould be made out, of poſitive inconvenience, or public 
miſconduct or delinquency, to ground it. If ſuch a ſpecial caſe 
did exiſt as to eſtabliſh that neceſſity, he granted it would be 
wrong to reſiſt inquiry; but he contended at the ſame time, 
that-it was much more dangerous to admit of inquiries, whe 
no grounds whatever could be ſtated for going into them, an 
when the ſubjeQs with which they were collaterally connected, 
involved matters of ſuch importance, that any diſcloſure in de- 
tail of the cauſes for appointments or removals, might be 
productive of the very worſt conſequences. What were the 
only poſitive grounds upon which the preſent inquiry was 
founded? Simply theſe two facts: Firſt, it was faid to be ne- 
ceſſary for the juſtification of Earl Fitzwilliam: Secondly, as 
things now ſtand, it is neceſſary for the public intereſt of both 
| kingdoms that an inquiry ſhould take place 
As to the firſt, the whole of it, he ſaid, moved on a mere 
groundleſs aſſumption, that the recal of Earl Fitzwilliam from 
the government of Ireland, implied a charge . againſt him. 
But though the Hon. Gentleman who made the motion, in- 
liſted that the removal of the ſervants of the Crown from 
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their places implied a charge; the Right Hon, Gentleman 
who followed him, did not contend for the principle to that 
extent; and indeed if that were fo, there was an end to the 
_ Poſition already laid down, That the ſafety of the realm de- 

pended on the conſtitutional right of the Crown to nominate 
and diſmiſs its ſervants at pleaſure—and there would be a ne- 
ceſlity to inquire into the cauſe of every diſmiſſion. The 
Right Hon. Gentleman could not but ſee how very prolific a 
Held for inquiry would be opened. The Learned Gentleman 
who moved the queſtion, had ſtated the cafe of a Noble Ad- 

miral (Lord Hood); the Learned Gentleman would be able 

to form a judgment of the expediency of ſuch inquiries, and 

decide more juſtly upon that right, when he recollected that 
the gallant Lord Rodney, in the moſt\intereſting and critical 
period of a yery ruinons and exhauſting war, and in the very 
moment of victory, was recalled by the miniſter of that day *, 
without any cauſe aſſigned, and no ſuch inquiry was called for 
or thought to be neceſſary. { Here, on the ſuggeſtion of the Members 
behind him, Mr. Pitt corrected himſelf, and ſaid] Yes, an in- 


quiry was called for, and the Right Hon. Gentleman himſelf 


reſiſted it; and, what was more, while he profeſſed that he had 


himſelf advifed the change, moved for the thanks of the Houſe 


to be given to the Noble Admiral! If then, in ſuch very extra- 
ordinary circumſtances, an Admiral, who was a folttary inſtance 
of ſucceſsful valour, in a moft calamitous war, was recalled 
by the very miniſter who moved the thanks of the Houſe to 
him, was it poſſible to fay that any ſtigma could attach to diſ- 
_ miſſion without inquiry? And with the utmoſt refpe& for Lord 
_ Fitzwilliam, he conceived that there was nothing in the caſe 
of a Lord Lieutenant being diſmiſſed, more than that of the 
diſmiſſion of a military officer, or any other ſervant of the 
Crown. Beſides, he put it to the reflection of the Houſe to 

determine whether there might not be a cauſe for removal 


without a crime. Could it not happen that there might exiit 


a difference of opinion on fome caſe of tranſcendent import- 
ance, though the parties differing retamed the moſt eordial 
affection for, and good opinion of each other? | 


Would the Houſe, he demanded, ſuppoſe any thing more 


in recalling a Lord Lieutenant, during a ſeſſion of Parliament, 
than in withdrawing a Secretary of State pending a nego- 

tiatlon for peace 2. © 

that the Right Hon. Gentleman reſigned his office, on a mere 
matter of difference of opinion, juſt at the end of the war, in 

2 moſt important moment of negotiation—on a difference in 


EF; * Mr. Fox himſelf. | 


"Bs opinion 


ertainly not Vet did the Houſe forget 
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opinion with one Member of Adminiſtration reſpecting the 
independence of America? A miniſter (Mr. Fox), whoſe ta- 
lents and political character made his aſſiſtance in the higheſt 
degree important, abandoned his office. in the moſt difficult 
criſis, though he was conſcious that his doing ſo would lead to 
the diſſolution of an union formed on grounds of public. ne- 
ceſſity—yet there was no inquiry into that: And when a Noble 
Duke {the Duke of Leeds), in the midſt of a preparation for 
a war with Ruſſia, reſigned the ſituation he held, he did not 
feel himſelf bound to aſk an inquiry—nor did other Gentle- 
men, though extremely hoſtile to the war with Ruſſia, make 
it the foundation of inquiry. Taking theſe facts as they 
were, he applied them to the caſe before the Houſe, and ſaid, 
that there was not that difference between the caſes of Lord 
Fitzwilliam and the Noble Duke, or that of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, that could make him more an object of inquiry; 
nor was it any diſparagement to apply the ſame principles to 
him that applied to them. But it was ſtated, for the purpoſe 
of ſhewing that his Lordſhip's caſe was out of the ordinary 
courſe, that he had been encouraged by his Majeſty's miniſters 
on this fide of the water, to hold out to the Catholics of Ire- 
land the expectation of emancipation, which was afterwards 
oppoſed by them. Taking it for argument fake to be true, 
it might ariſe from a difference of opinion, which did not ne- 
ceſſarily imply a crime on either ſide; and if that difference 
did exiſt between them, how could they act in concert for the 
ſervice of the Britiſh empire? 1 £2 n 
A conſtruction had been put on ſome words which had fallen 
from him on a former night, utterly different from what he 
could have imagined or then ſaid. On occaſion of a motion 
ſor an inquiry into the ſtate of the nation, the ſtate of Ireland 
had been introduced into diſcuſſion, and he, in anſwer, ſtated 
as his opinion, that the agitation of that ſubject, in a Britiſh 
Houſe of Parliament, was hurtful on the very ſame grounds 
as he ſhould then contend, namely, that it was injudicious, if 
not highly improper, to anticipate the buſineſs of the Iriſh 
Parliament on the one hand, or to aſſume the right of canvaſſ- 
ing their determinations on the other —he that night ſtated the 
ills that would probably ariſe from inquiry, and - ſaid, that if 
any miſchief happened in Ireland, no part of it could be at- 
tributed to his Majeſty's miniſters on this fide of the water. 
The Houſe would judge whether Gentlemen in this caſe had 
given his words fairly and candidly; but if they determined, 
with the Hon. Gentleman who made the motion, that there 
mult be guilt, becauſe there was a diſmiſſion, they muſt go 
farther, and ſay with him, that there was no juſt reaſon againſt 
e 1 5 Qq 2 a inquiry 
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inquiry in any caſe—that there was no caſe in which the public 
difcloture of the councils of Government could be dangerous, 
or elſe that it was right to ſacrifice public duty to the delicacy 
of private reputation—more than this he would not ſay. 
As to the point of juſtice to Lord Fitzwilliam, why did the 
Hon. Gentleman confine it to him? Why, in the matter of 
Juſtice, did he ſeparate his Lordſhip from the reſt of his Majeſty's 
miniſters? The plea of jaſtice applied to them as well as him. 
If his Lordſhip had ſtated to the Public all that he had to ſay 
for himſelf, and they had any thing more' favourable to ſay of 
themſelves, it was not his Lordſhip, but they, that ſuffered, if 
they ſuppreſſed it: But however aggrieved, his Lordſhip as well 
as they ſhould ſubmit to the lot of public men, and ſacrifice 
private to public intereſt. 5 22 . 
On the grounds of public policy, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer deprecated the introduction in that Houſe, of the 
points on which the motion of the night was grounded: They 
were points on which there was a vaſt difference of opinion in 
the country to which they belonged, and where they aroſe. As 
to the Catholics in queſtion, he would not ſtate all the delicate 


political points on the great frame of the civil and eceleſiaſtical 


conſtitutions of Ireland, involved in it; but would ſuppoſe 
any one of them, and put to the conſideration of the Houſe 
the propriety of the diſcuſſion of it. To make the inquiry 
anſwer any purpoſe, they muſt enter into and examine all the 
opinions on thoſe points. He would ſuppoſe that examination 
to come on while the ſame queſtion was pending in the Parli- 


ament of Ireland, would it be right to treat that independent 


Parliament in that manner? to ſelect the very moment of their 
deliberation to tread over the ſame grounds, and examine the 


5 * 


ſame queſtion ? . 5 FE 
I the queſtion was the ſame; it was a wound to their inde- 
pendence; and if the inquiry only led to the ſame reſult, there 
Vas nothing gained to the Public: But if, on the contrary, the 
Houfe was to decide differently, the diſcuſſion and decifon 


would be an impeachment of the independence of the Parlia · 


ment of Ireland, and encourage diſcontent in that country. 
Fortunately, however, no ſuch riſk could be run; no ſuch 
_ diſcuſſion could take place here, for that great and delicate 
queſtion had already been decided by the Iriſh Parliament. 
Thus, what good could the agitation of the queſtion do? He 


would ſuppoſe for argument ſake, that the Britiſh Parliament 


decided in oppoſition to the Iriſh Parliament. What would be 
the ſituation of his Majeſty's miniſters, if on every queſtion 
depending in Ireland, the Parliament of Great Britain pro- 


nounced judgment, and in any of them, a contrary Inde 


. 
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what would be their ſtate to adviſe his Majeſty to reject as 
King of England that which as King of Ireland he might feel 
himſelf engaged to give his aſſent to? Did thoſe 4 wiſh 
the Houſe to adopt this mode, think to promote the harmony 
and cement the connexion between that country and this, by 
introducing meaſures ſo pregnant with confuſion and diſcord * 
With regard to. the arrangements of office in Ireland, how 
were they to be examined here? 'The Gentlemen there might 
be repreſented on one hand as quarrelling for power, avarice, 
or ambition, and on the other, as moſt likely to conciliate and 
preſerve amity between the two nations; but who were to be 
the judges of ſo very important a queſtion ? Not the Parliament 
of England; certainly not; but that of Ireland, who were 
familiar with them, who had the means of examining, and the 
right to decide; who were judges in point of power, and wit- 
_ nefſes in point of fact: Whereas here we had neither power to 
make a decifion effectual, nor means to make an inquiry 
come 8 e 
Some names had been mentioned (thoſe in particular of Lord 
Fitzgibbon, Mr. Beresford, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Toler, and Mr. 
Cooke), all of whom carried with them the teſtimony of fuc- 
ceſſive Governments for talents, integrity, and fidelity. That 
however was not a ſubject, to the examination of which, a 
Britiſh Houſe of Parliament was competent. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded with declaring, 
that as he thought the Houſe ſhould not entertain the motion 
at all, he ſhould vote for the Order of the Day, © 
Mr. M. Robinſon ſpoke for the original motion. 
Lord Milton (late Secretary to Earl Fitzwilliam, when Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland) ſaid, the cauſe of the recal of Earl Fitz- 
william was a dereliction by miniſters here of all that had been 
agreed upon before he ſet oùt for Ireland. It was perfectly 
underſtood, that every thing expected by the Roman Catholics 
was to be granted at ſuch time as might appear moſt conducive. 
to the general tranquillity and harmony of the two countries, 
of which the Earl was to be the judge. With the complete 
perſuaſion that this was ſo underſtood, the Earl entered upon 
the Government of Ireland; and whether the difference that 
ſoon after appeared aroſe from his miſtake, or from their 
change of opinion, miniſters never ſent him the leaſt intima- 
tion of either, although they had full time to do fo, till the ap- 
_ plication of the Catholics had received ſuch countenance as 
could not be retracted with honour. The eternal blame of 
_ this buſineſs muſt attach to miniſters, as the Lord Lieutenant 
had written to his Majeſty's miniſters on the 27th of January, 
and did not receive ay anſwer until the 14th of ns" 
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following, during which time he was never once undeceiy- 


ed. That Earl Fitzwilliam was highly popular in Ireland, 


he ſhould be wanting in proper feeling not to declare; 


but he was bound alfo to declare that his popularity was not 


fo much owing to the opinion entertained of his perſonal 
character, greatly as that was reſpected, as to the hopes 


conceived by the people of Ireland, from the appointment of 
the Duke of Portland to the high ſtation he now filled in his 


Majeſty's ſervice, and the ſending for Mr. Ponſonby and Mr. 


Grattan ſoon after to this country. The Iriſh nation complain- 
ed of being deceived, of being treated with duplicity. On 
the part of Earl Fitzwilliam, he claimed an inquiry, that he 
might either be exempted from ſuſpicion, or cenſured if 
blameable ; for even miſtake in affairs of ſuch importance 
would be blameable. He would affirm, however, that Earl 
Fitzwilliam was not to blame, but that miniſters here were 
culpable. as far as reſpected the difference upon meaſures. 


With reſpect to the removal of Mr. Beresford, Mr. Wolfe, and 
Mr. Toler from office in Irelind, either effected or intended, 


it was a change wiſhed for by the people of Ireland, and muſt 


have been expected by miniſters here. They perfectly well 


knew of Ear; Fitzwilliam's intention, and ought to have ſtated 
their objections before he went over, which they never did. 
The removals in his own (the Secretary's) office he judged 
neceſſary for the public ſervice. Mr. Hamilton was ſatisfied, 

Mr. Cooke was not. The perſons appointed to ſucceed them 

had done their duty with diligence and ability; and one of 
them had been continued in office, Earl Fitzwilliam had no 

objection to carrying the motion to any extent miniſters might 

with ; they themſelves were the judges of ſtate ſecrecy, and 

of how far it would be fit to carry it. The diſmiſhon of former 

Lord Lieutenants bad been referred to as parallel caſes, They 
had been diſmiſſed by new miniſters with whom they had no 

| EH connexion; Earl Fitzwilliam had been diſmiſſed by 
11s colleagues—that wounded to the quick. He would not 


Tay who were thoſe colleagues—He would not truſt himſelf 


upon that ſubject. | FF 
Mr. ( Orde)) Parulet contended, that the inſinuations which 
had been thrown out in the courſe of the debate reſpecting the 
ſuppoſed corruption which prevailed in the Government of 
Ireland, were without foundation; from the ſituation which 
he had the honour of filling in that country, he was enabled, 

with a conſiderable degree of accuracy, to decide upon this 
point, and he affirmed, the reverſe of that aſſertion would upon 
an inquiry be found to be the caſe. He alluded to Mr. Bereſ- 

ford and the ſeveral other Gentlemen who had been mentioned, 


* 
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as having been diſplaced from ſituations of high reſponſibi- 
tity in Ireland, and ſpoke in the higheſt terms of their reſpec- 
tive abilities and attention as public characters, and of their 


honour as private Gentlemen. — He concluded with giving his 


decided vote againſt the motion. | 
Mr. Douglas ſaid, he felt himſelf called upon by the turn 
which the debate had taken, to intrude upon the attention of 
the Houfe for a few minutes. It was a duty which he owed 
to perſons with whom he had been connected, and which his 
own feelings called upon him to perform. eee 
It was his intention to ſtate in as few words as he could, 
conſiſtently with the magnitude of the ſubject, his reaſon for 
giving his vote againſt the motion of the Hon. Gentleman. 
He was ready, in the moſt unequivocal manner, to give his 


aſſent to the poſition advanced on the other ſide of the Houſe, 


iz, That it was the duty of Parliament to watch over the eon- 
duct of the Executive Government, and to inſtitute inquiries 
when they thought it neceſſary.— But there was another poſi- 
tion, equally conformable to the theory of the conſtitution, 
and more reconcileable to its practice, which he ſhould inſiſt 
upon, viz» that his Majeſty had the undoubted prerogative of 
diſmiſſing and of appointing his own miniſters, according to 
his pleaſure. He did not mean to contend that no poſlible 
caſe might ariſe, in which jt might not be proper for Parlia- 
ment to interfere upon the diſmiſſion of a miniſter; but in fuch 
a caſe there ought to be the ſtrongeſt grounds ſtated to ſhew the 
neceſſity of ſuch an interference. The queſtion, and the 
only one which called for conſideration, was, whether there 
were ſufficient grounds laid before the Houſe to induce them 
to go into this inquiry, or, in other words, to addreſs his 
Majeſty for the production of the papers moved for. 
In order to form a correct judgment upon this part of the 


ſubject, it would be neceffary that the Houſe ſhould not be 


led away by the general obſervations which had been thrown 
out againſt the Government of Ireland. He had experienced 
an opportunity of forming a judgment upon that ſubject, and 


hoped he ſhould be able to convince the. Houſe, not by decla- 


mation or aſſertion, but by poſitive proof. If there did exift 
that degree of corrupt influence in Ireland which had been 
repreſented, it muſt have been known to the Parliament of 
that country, and yet when a motion was brought forward 
upon that ground, in the Iriſh Houſe, by a Gentleman of the 
firſt abilities and eloquence, the motion for the inquiry was 
nepatived, he believed without a diviſion, but at all events 
with a large majority. This was a ſtrong proof what were the 
ons | 5 opi- 
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| opinions of perſons reſiding upon the ſpot, and the moſt likely 


to know of that corruption, if it really exiſted. _ 
It was not upon negative facts however that he meant to 


defend the Government of Ireland, particularly under Lord 
Weſtmorland ; a variety of meaſures were adopted under the 
adminiſtration of that Noble Lord, which were calculated to 
gratiſy the feelings, and at the ſame time to ſupport the inter- 
eſts of the people of Ireland. He would ſtate to the Houſe in 


as brief a manner as he poſlibly could, the different meaſures 


to which he alluded, _ „„ > 
He did not believe his aſſertion would be controverted when 


he ſaid, that the happineſs of a people depended as much 


upon the mode of adminiſtering juſtice, as upon the laws under 


which they lived—He was ſorry to ſay that that conſideration 


had not always prevailed in Ireland; too much regard had 
been paid to Parliamentary intereſts in the diſtribution of legal 


ſituations. But during the adminiſtration of lord Weſtmor- 


land an oppoſite ſyſtem had been adopted, and every effort 
made to procure the due and impartial adminiſtration of 
| juſtice. | „ | 


The next grand point in a Government conſtituted like that 


of Great Britain and Ireland was, to preſerve the independence 


of the legiſlative body. This eſſential point was ſecured, under 


the adminiſtaation of Lord Weſtmorland, by the introduction 
of a place-bill, which diſqualiſies perſons holding various 
offices from a ſeat in Parliament; and even in caſes in which 


it did not diſqualify, the acceptance of a place vacated the ſeat, 
and the Member was again ſent back to his conſtituents to 
receive their judgment upon his conduct. Thus in that eſſen- 
liat particular, the laws of the two countries were put upon 


nearly a ſimilar footing. The next grand object attained in 


the period during which Lord Weſtmorland was Viceroy of 


| Ireland, was the eſtabliſhment of a reſponſible Treaſury Board. 


Formerly there uſed to be a Lord High Treaſurer and a Vice 


- Freaſurer, both of whom had ſinecure places; but they were 
now replaced by an effectual and reſponſible Treaſury Board. 
The laſt point which he ſhould allude to was, the eſtabliſh- 


ment of the militia, which had been effected with a degree of 
ſucceſs, that exceeded the moſt ſanguine expectation; and, 


- notwithſtanding very great obſtacles, had produced in one 
year a body of twelve thouſand men. All theſe very import- | 
ant regulations which took place in the time of lord Wetimor- | 
land, he hoped would convince the Houſe that it was the 


object of that Adminiſtration to reform abuſes, and not to con- 


Having 
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| Having diſcuſſed theſe points, Mr. Douglas requeſted leave 
to join his ſincere teſtimony to that of others in favour of 
thoſe Gentlemen under Government in Ireland who had been 


diſmiſſed Having paſſed the higheſt praiſes upon their con- 


duct, he concluded with giving his vote Sant the motion. 

Mr. Grey began with noticing what had fallen from Mr. 
Douglas. He thoght it was not neceſſary to take much notice 
of a great deal that had been {aid in oppoſition to the motion. it 
was of little importance to the preſent queſtion, whether Lord 
Weſtmorland's Adminiitration had been more corrupt than 
preceding Adminiſtrations, or had relieved Irelanꝗ from ſome 
of the abuſes with which former Adminiftrations had loaded 
it, He might, without any prejudice to the = hows te in ſup- 
port of the motion, admit every thing the Hon. Gentleman 
had ſaid in praiſe of Lord Weſtmorland's Adminiſtration, for 
which, however, the people of Ireland had made this moſt 
extraordinary and ungrateful return, that, adopting other mea- 
fures and employing other men, had rendered the Adminiſtra- 
tion which immediately ſucceeded popular beyond all pre- 
cedent! If the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one had 
waited till he had heard the panegyric on Lord Weſtmorland's 
Adminiſtration, he would have had an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing, and, no doubt, would have ſhewn, that the Duke of Rut- 


land's was equally pure and equally meritorious. Mr. Grat- 


tan's charge of ſelling ſeats in the Iriſh Houſe of Peers to pur- 
caſe ſeats in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons failed, becauſe-the 
Iriſh Houſe of Commons, who were the judges, refuſed to 
grant an inquiry. It would be very unbecoming to ſay, that 
the Iriſh or the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, in agreeing with 


miniſters to negative motions of inquiry, could ever act im- 


properly; and therefore he muſt ſuppoſe that Mr. Grattan's 
motion, like ſeveral motions made here by his Right Hon, 
Friend (Mr. Fox), failed for want of ability, and was over- 
powered by the ſuperior weight of argument and ability op- 
poſed to it. He muſt however ſay that Mr. Grattan's charge 
affected perſons ho were bound to anſwer by ſomething more 
than a vote of the Houſe of Commons; and that in all Tuch 
cafes there was à great difference between thoſe who offered 


proof, pledging their eharacters on its validity, and thoſe who 
retuſed going into inquiry. That advantage his Noble Friend 
(Lord Milton) no poſſeſſed. He chalenged inquiry, he ap- 
pealed to proef, which thoſe to whom he imputed blame had 
in their power, and they ſhrunk from the production of it. 
He was . to hear the anſwer of miniſters to the charge 


made againſt them; but, predetermined to refuſe inquiry, 


o L. III. 
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they had wiſely declined attempting an anſwer. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was at leaſt as able by the power. 

ful aid of his eloquence to confound as to explain. When 
He wilhed to avoid facts, which he had frequent occaſion to do, 


e entered into a magnificent declamation upon general prin- 
ciples, ſometimes of the prerogative of the e ſometimes 
of the privilege of Parliament, juſt as happened to ſuit his 
purpoſe for the moment. The queſtion was not now about 
general principles, but ſimply and plainly whether ſufficient 


ground was laid for inquiry into circumſtances which no man 


could deny to be within the ſcope of Parliamentary inquiry? 


He admitted concurrence of ſentiment and of opinion among 


thoſe who were jointly to conduct the affairs-of Government, 
to be neceſſary; but, after what the Houſe had heard, was the 


want of this all that marked the cafe before them? If Lord 
Fitzwilliam had differed in opinion from his colleagues, upon 
meaſures, however important, he might have been removed 
upon that difference before ſuch meaſures were brought for- 
ward as the meaſures of Adminiſtration, without affording 


any ground for inquiry. Here however meaſures of the ut- 
moſt importance had been brought forward; the dereliction 
of them had been the cauſe of great diſcontent and great 
danger; and to aſcertain by whoſe fault this danger had been 


incurred, was fit matter of inquiry. The removal of his Right 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) from the office of Secretary of State 


for the Foreign Department, at a period when negotiations 
of the utmoſt conſequence were depending, had been alluded 
to. Suppoling that to have originated in a difference of opi- 
nion with reſpect to recognizing the independence of America, 
would it have formed ground for inquiry by Parliament? Cer- 


tainly not. If his Hon. Friend had offered independence to Ame- 


rica in a way to which his colleagues in office refuſed to agree, 


then it would have been fit matter of inquiry to diſcover by 
Whoſe fault an offer had been made which miniſters reſuſed 


to confirm, In a more recent inſtance, when the Duke of 
Leeds went out of office, upon the diſpute with the Empreſs of 


Ruſſia about Ockzakoff, he would ſuppoſe, as the Right Hon. 


Gentleman, when bent upon going to war, affirmed, that upon 
Ockzakoff depended the commerce of Poland, and the peace 
of Europe, and that the Duke of Leeds, without the concur- 
rence of his colleagues, had offered to give up, viz. the whole 
queſtion about Ockzakoff, which the Duke of Leeds had too 
much regard for his own honour to do, and been diſmiſſed in 
confequence—would not chat have been a fit ſubject for in- 
guiry ? Such mult both the cates have been. to. make them in 


— 


2 


by the fault of miniſters. This was the ground, and the only 
ground of diſcuſhon. It was the natural courſe of men, who 
had the proofs in their own hands, to court inquiry when 
they were conſcious of innocence. However the Houſe might 
decide, impartial men would form their own judgment. His 


corrupt ſyſtem of Government were not intended, were Mr. 
Grattan and Mr. Ponſonby, men to whom, with their con- 


up with expeCtation from them, ſent for to England? Was it 


impoſtors and apoſtates from their former principles ? For theſe 


- 7 


would be difficult to reſiſt by argument. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, he roſe with bt! painful feelings, 
; not wiſhing to influence the vote of any Member of the Houle, _ 
l but merely to ſtate that, in voting himſelf for the Order of 
, the Day, he did not approve of the conduct of miniſters to- 
: wards Lord Fitzwilliam. He went over the circumſtances 


Rr . Which 


Noble Friend (Lord Milton) had put a home queſtion—Why 
if the meaſures brought forward in Ireland, if the reform of a 
nexions, the people of Ireland had been accuſtomed to look 
expected that ſuch men could be prevailed upon to go back 


reaſons he ſhould vote: for-the motion, which he thought it 
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which induced him to think that Lord Fitzwilliam had been 
harſhly, and even rigorouſly treated. Miniſters could not be 


ignorant of the meaſures expected in Ireland after the acceſ- 


fion of the Duke of Portland to the Cabinet; if they had 
known them from no other quarter, they muſt have known 
them from Mr. Grattan and Mr. Ponſonby, who ſpoke upen 


the ſubje& without reſerve.— If, in purſuing new meaſures, 


Lord Fitzwilliam was not to employ men in whom he could 


conſide, he would have been placed in a ſituation very dif. 


ferent from! that of any other of his Majeſty's miniſters, He 
admitted, that there was great blame, and ſtrong ground for 


inquiry; but, before voting for inquiry, he muſt anſwer to his 


own confeience chi bone? Would inquiry heal the diſcontents 
or avert the dangers in Ireland? It would have a contrary tend- 
ency. Knowing, as he did, Lord Fitzwilliam's high ſenſe of 
honour, lie did not wonder at the ſolicitude with which he 


courted inquiry; but what had already paſſed on the ſubject 
was in his mind ſuſficient to ſer at reſt the moſt delicate 
feelinge. | f „ 


Mr. Fekyll ſaid; the barrenniefs of the arguments urped 


againſt his motion rendered it altogether unneceſſary for him 


to ſay much in reply. He ſliould not attempt to anſwer the 
panegyrics upon thoſe whom Lord Fitzwilliam intended to re- 


move from office, for they had nothing to do with the queſtion, 
much leſs the Chancellor of the ExclLequer's panegyric upon 
his own character. It was extraordinary indeed that that Right 


Hon. Gentleman's defence tora very ferious charge, ſhould be 


Day a | | 


an account of his own good-opinion of himſelf. To the 


queſtion ci bong? he would anfwer by another Was it of 
no conſequence that the men, whoever they might be, whoſe 
miſconduct had been the cauſe of ſo much we iv os the em- 
pire; fhould be dragged forth to public odi&m ? If ſuch was 


| the opinion, the Houſe of Commons might refign their ſunc- 


tions and be content to regiſter the edicts of the miniſter. 
The Houfe divided on the motion for the Order of the 


6 3 
Naes * | -. * E 3 49 

„„ | 4 Majority x39 | 
| Adjourned at half paſt eleven. Cs: 
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| ; WEDNESDAY, May 20. | 
Mr. Dent obſerved,” that the Committee appointed to in- 


quire into frauds and abuſes committed in franking letters 


and parcels, had now ſat for many days, It was not likely 
that they ſhould be able to make their report in the courſe X 
the preſent ſeſſion.” He therefore moved, That there be laid 
before the Houſe a copy of the minutes of the Committee. 
Mr. Long oppoſed this motion. The Committee having 
been appointed for the purpoſe ſtated in this motion, if they 
did not report ſome ground why they did not do fo, why after 
having ſat about a month they came to make this propoſal to 
lay what they had already done upon the table, inſtead of pro- 
ceeding to make their report, was to him aſtonifhing, They 
were not yet ſo near the end of the ſeffton as to make it im- 
poſſible to proceed further. On theſe grounds he objected to 
the motion. „C000 
Mr. William Dundas objected alſo to the motion, on the 
ground that in the evidence much abufe had been imputed to 
individuals who had not yet had an opportunity of ſaying any 
thing in their own behalf. tors DT | 
Mr. Dent obſeryed, that as he was not aware that any ob- 
jection was intended to be offered to his motion, he had omitted 
to urge any arguments to enforce it. He ſhould therefore beg 
leave to aſſign his reaſons for the motion. It appeared from 
what was called the Dead Letter Book, that there was loft an- 
nually to the Public, by letters miſtaid or ſtolen, a ſum no leſs 
than 42,000]. a year. The Vice-Preſident of the Poſt-office 
gave His evidence as to the abuſes of the office, for which he 
was diſmiſſed, although he had filled that ſtation for upwards 
of twenty-ſeven years. Before that Gentleman gave his evi- 
dence he received a letter from the Poſt-office, ſtating, that if 
he knew of any abuſes, he ſhould inform the office of them; 
to which he anſwered, that he knew of none that were not a5 
well known by themfelves. He gave his evidence before the 
Committee, and loſt his place. Another abuſe was that of 
keeping back newſpapers by the clerks of the road. Theſe 
clerks, by what they called their privilege, ſent to the country 
twenty-five thouſand newſpapers a night. "The only compe- 
titors which theſe clerks had in the circulation of newſpapers 
were the hawkers, and it was a common thing for the clerks 
of the road, on the night there was an important debate in 
Parliament, or any thing that was generally intereſting in newf- 
papers, to ſend their own, and keep back the papers ſent to 


them 
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them by the hawkers, and this explained the myſtery of gen- 
tlemen not receiving their papers regularly in the country. He 
adverted to the abuſes of the Cuſtom-houſe and Exciſe- oſſice, 
cc. He obſerved, that by the evidence which had appeared 
| before the Committee, a prodigious ſum of money had been 


loſt in conſequence of half-guineas being ſent by ſervant maids 


and indigent people under the ſeals of letters. It appeared by 
the evidence of Mr. Bonnor, who had been ſtated to be Comp- 
troller of the Poſt-office, that he is now exonerated from the 
duty of his office, that he attends only for about a quarter of 
an hour a day, for which he received 7ool. a year ſalary, which 
he certainly conſidered as a ſinecure; that Mr. Palmer had a ſine- 

cure of 3000ol. a year. When Mr. Bonnor applied under the 
direction of be Orton for an inſpection of a book at the 
Poſt-office, he was refuſed the fight of it, although it was well 


known under what authority he came. The gentleman in that 


department had cauſed a great number of letters to paſs free, 
though not entitled to ſuck privilege ; and it was underſtood 
that their contents were directed to the country bookſellers, 
informing them, that if they took the town publications, ma- 
gazines, &c. through certain perſons, they would not only be 
fent them free of poſtage, but alſo at a very reduced. price. 
Mr. Deut ſaid that Mr. Bonnor appeared to him to be a 
ſenſible man, and had given his evidence very intelligibly and 
fairly. Upon an inſpection it. had alſo appeared, that the 
newſpapers which were packed, were many of them unſtamped, 
and many of them old ones, containing other incloſures, and 
fent ſolely for the purpoſe »f forwarding the letters which they 
contained. On the margin of ſome of theſe were written, 


c Jam ſorry I could not ſend this letter ſooner,” i. e. Iam 


ſorry I could not get an old newſpaper before. He ſtated theſe 
things that the Houſe might have fome idea of the nature of 
the ſubject The reaſon why he wiſhed that this motion 
ſhould be carried, was, that the Houſe ſhould have ſome know- 
ledge of what abuſes. did exiſt, in order that Gentlemen ſhould 
turn the ſubject in their minds, before any Parliamentary re- 
gulation ſhould take place. He thought that nothing ſhort of 
a Bill for each of the oſſices would anſwer the purpoſe. . | 
Mr. V. Smith had no objection to the report alluded to 
being laid on the table, fince time was-to be allowed for gen- 
tlemen accuſed to be heard, _ 


Mr. Long ſaid, that he ſhould not have preſented himſelf | 


a ſecond time to the Speaker's notice, if it had not been on 

account of the extraordinary. ſpeech of the Gentleman who 

had juſt ſat down. He was anxious, however, to remove the 
| | 1 e im- 
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impreſſion which the Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech would make 
upon. the Houſe, if ſuffered to paſs uncontradicted. The 
Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that 42,000]. was loſt to individuals, 
by letters containing money to that amount being either ſtolen 
or loſt. He poſitively denied the fact, and begged the attention 
of the Houſe: to the circumſtances on which this had been 
{tated :>A book was kept at the Poſt- office, in which every 
perſon loſing a letter containing money, entered all the cir- 
cumſtances attending the letter, the date, addreſs, &c. &. 
the object of which was, that all poſſible inquiry might be made 
to recover it. This book contained entries in the laſt four 
months of letters containing bills or money to the amount of 
14, oool. being miſſing at the time the entry was made; but would 
any Gentleman fairly infer from thence that it was loſt ?—The 
fact was, that a great part was actually recovered, as would ap- 
pear by the book. It was probable that many' of the letters had 
been miſdirected, or miſ-fent,- and that in ſome inſtances it 
was recovered, though no notice had been given to the Poſt- 
office A great part of the ſum was bills, which though actu- 
ally loſt, the individual might ſuſtain no pecuniary lots. Ef 
It appeared alſo by evidence, that three fourths of what had 
been entered as loft in the firſt inftance, had afterwards been 
recovered—He thought the regulation of keeping ſuch a book 
a good one. He ſhould be very happy to adopt any mode of 
rendering, it more effectual, if ſuch could be deviſed: But he 
would not ſuffer ſuch an impreſſion to be made upon the pub- 
lic mind, unwarranted as it was by fact, as the Hon. Gentle- 
man ſeemed diſpoſed to make. e e RCTFTRST: « 
The Hon. Gentleman had entered into obſervations upon 
the minutes of the Committee. He differed with him in the 
_ concluſions he had drawn, which the evidence did not warrant z 
but he would not be induced to follow in this irregularity: He 
ſhould be glad at a future time to diſcuſs the ſubject at large, 
when the report was made, which it was the duty of the Com- 
mittee to make. What the Hon. Gentleman had ſtated was 
the evidence of Mr. Bonnor alone, and upon that he. ſhould - 
only ſay, that he received that evidence with conſiderable doubt 
when Mr. Bonnor had repreſented himſelf as diicharged from 
bis duty in the Poſt-office, becauſe he was almoſt the only per- 
_ lon there who had attempted to correct abuſe. | — — 
(Here Mr. Mainwaring called Mr. Long to order for not 
{peaking to the queſtion ) : | 
The Spenker ſaid, that the ſecond ſpeech of the Hon. Member 
who had made the motion (Mr: Dent) was fo irregular, and 
dad deviated ſo much from the queſtion before N 
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that he thought it fair to permit the Hon. Gentleman to reply 
to facts he had ftated, particularly as he had entered fully 


into the whole of the evidence taken before the Committee. 
Ar. Long ſaid, that he juſtified his reply only by the ſpeech 
which the Hon. Member had been permitted to make, which 


contained aflertions which he would prove to be unfounded, 


g and which therefore he felt it his duty to eontradict. 


Sir William Pulteney obſerved, that it ought to be explained 


how an obſtruction was given to an officer of the Poſt-office, 
Acting under the authority of a Committee of that Houſe, 


, he applied for an inſpection of a book at the Poſt-office, 


in order to obtain information to be given to that Committee. 
He wiſhed to hear ſome reaſons aſſigned upon that ſubject. 
Me. Pilliam Dundas obſerved that Mr. Bonnor was refuſed 
the fight of the book at the Poſt- office, becauſe he was re- 
gaded there as having no right to the inſpection of it any 
more than a ſtranger, for he had not taken any active part in 


the office for the laſt year. He ſaid he doubted whether the 


Deputy Chairman had been diſcharged, as the Hon. Gentle- 


man had ſtated, on account of the evidence he had given, with 


regard to abuſes at the Poſt-office. 


Ar. Dent ſaid, he did not poſitively Wow that this Gen- 


tleman was diſcharged as Deputy Preſident, on account of the 
_ evidence he gave of abuſes at the Poſt-office, but he underſtood 
fo. He obſerved alſo, that the proceedings of the Committee 


were very much perplexed on account of the Committee being 


zn open Committee. Gentlemen often came in juſt after a 
witneſs had anſwered a queſtion, and not being acquainted 
with his previous examination inſiſted on going over the whole 
of what he had to ſay again. This ſort of practice retarded 


yery much the progreſs of the Committee, and might perhaps 


render it impoſhble for the Committee to conclude their report 


zt all. He therefore thought that the Committee ought to be 
made a cloſe Committee, or that ſome ſuch meaſure ſhould be 


adopted to give effect to the object which the Houſe had in 
view, namely, to obtain accurate knowledge of the abuſes which 
1 * had already mentioned. | 


Sir John Call and Ar. Bernard ſaid a few words. 


| The queſtion being put, and only 30 Members n prey | 
fent, the Haute oy A of e | IE 
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HOUSE, or COMMONS. 
- "This being the day appointed for Mr. Wilberforce's, motion 
reſpecting peace, at 4 o'clock there being only 28 Members 
* Houſe of courſe adjourne l. | 
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preſent, 


HOUSE OF LORDS: 
FRIDAY, May 22: 

„ ©" 35 Eyoere. 

The Order of the Day, for the ſecond reading of the Mili- 
tia Artillery Bill having been read. FDA. 
The Earl of Radnor roſe, and ſtated his objeCtions to the 
Bill at length. His Lordſhip began with noticing the object of 
the Bill, its avowed principle, and the peculiar circumſtances. 
from which it originated. He ſaid, in a war of the ſingular 
nature of the 2 it undoubtedly was neceſſary that the 
army ſhould be well ſupplied with artillery-men, and that 
every proper means of training men to the ſervice of the guns 
ſhould be cultivated, with a view to aſſiſt and reinforce the 
artillery corps. The conſtitutional troops of the country, 
the Militia, had been looked to with a view to that object. A 
meeting of militia officers, his Lordſhip informed the Houſe, 
had been held, when the ſubject was taken into conſiderations: * 
and certain reſolutions had been come to, the effect of tender- 
ing to Government their aſſiſtance in reſpect to training men 
to the artillery ſervice. He confeſſed that he had been n 
amongſt other militia colonels, who had concurred in thoſe re- 
ſolutions, and he was now ſorry that he had joined in that 
concurrence, becauſe he had not been aware to what extent 
of conſtruction their offers would be carried, and the manner in 
which advantage would be taken of them. In every regiment 
of militia, the colonel, if he felt a proper zeal for the ſervice; 
took pains to train a certain number of men to the guns. As 
a colonel] of militia, he had thirty men at a time in training 
tor that purpoſe, and by the authority of the Hh as ſoon ag” 
he had made the men equal to all the points of Artillery duty, 
the whole of the thirty might be ſeduced from him, withous : 
lis having the power to ſtop any one of them who applied for 
his diſcharge. When they were gone, the next thirty miphe:- 
be taken from him in the ſame manner, by which the colonels 
and officers of che militia would be converted into mere drills > 

CCC 75 __  ferjeants 
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ſerjeans for the ſupply of the ſtandin army. This his Lord- | 
ſhip complained of as a very unhandſome return to the militiz 
officers, for their zeal for the defence of the country; and he 


owned he felt it perſonally as a peculiar hardſhip, as he had 
luaſt year been authoriſed by the county of which he was Lord 

Lieutenant (Berkſhire) to make an offer to Government of 
forty men trained to the artillery, which offer his Majeſty's 
miniſters thought proper to refuſe. Another view in which 
the Bill appeared to. kim t. be likely to operate in a way 
highly injurious to the militia, and which, from the critical 
eircumſtances of the times, he thought extremely impolitic, 
was, the deſtructive effect it myſt. neceſſarily have on the diſ- 
_ cipline of the militia regiments. If a commanding officer diſ- 
approved of the conduct of any private in his regiment, or 
that private was conſcious that he had done ſomething to merit 
either cenſure or puniſhment, he had nothing to do but to 


tay he was bred to the ſea, or wiſhed to enroll himſelf in the 


royal corps of artillery, and immediately obtain his diſcharge; 
for his commanding officer had no option, but was obliged to 
give it him on his demand. His Lordſhip reaſoned at con- 
ſiderable length on l e and the clauſe being com- 
pulſory, as it ſtruck directly at the diſcipline of the militia, and 
muſt neceſſarily weaken the authority of the colonel or com- 
manding oſſicer, and leſſen the reſpect in which the men had 
been accuſtomed te hold him. He next diſcuſſed the effect of 
ſuffering one in ten of all the privates to be diſcharged into the 
corps of artillery, as it might upon the whole of the militia 
amount to ſo large a number, that would very ferioully thin the 
ranks and take away from the ſtrength of that conſtitutional 
force, and render it not only leſs reſpectable, but leſs adequate 
to the internal defence of the country. In reſpect to the clauſe 
enacting that his Majeſty's. Lieutenants and Deputy-lieu- 
tenants reſpectively, of the county to which the regiment out 


of which. the private men ſhall be diſcharged, belong, and 


alſo the colonel or commanding officer, and every commiſſion- 
ed officer, duly commiſſioned by the commanding officers of 
ſuch regiment, ſhall be empowered, by beat of drum, to raiſe 
volunteers to be enrolled as private men, in the room of thoſe 
_ diſcharged, his Lordſhip objected to it on various grounds, and 
complained in very pointed terms of the clauſe which enacts 
that the colonel or commanding officer ſhould be entitled to 
receive ten guineas ta be applied in providing other private 
men to replace thoſe diſcharged. His Lordſhip ſaid, it indi- 


reel conveyed a very unpleaſant inſinuation againſt the com- 


manding officer, and ee into a ſituation in which militia 
colonels ought not in h 
1 8172 ö ; EET CU FEA” ſtated 
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ſtated a great variety of animadverſions on theſe and other 
topics which the clauſes of the Bill ſuggeſted, declaring his 
ſtrong objeEtion to thoſe clauſes he had noticed, which would 
mquce him to oppoſe. the Bill. He faid he had ever under- 
ſtood that the militia was conſidered to ſtand in ſome reſpects 
higher than the regular army, and in others lower; but this 
Bill appeared likely to put the militia much below the army, 


to weaken its ſtrength, and to degrade and wound the feelings 


of the officers. He ſhould therefore object to the Bill's being 
rat ß f ̃ ß, | 

Lord Grenville, in a few words, aſſured the Noble Earl, that 
no idea of wounding, the feelings of the commanding officers 
of the militia had been entertained by thoſe who had been con- 
cerned in framing the Bill, and he ſhould be extremely ſorry if 
the Noble Earl, who ſo peculiarly, and in ſo honourable a man- 
ner diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his zeal and attention to the ſer- 
vice, as a militia colonel, ſhould really imagine that he was at 


all degraded, or in any degree deprived of his authority as a 


cons officer by the Bill. With regard to the militia 


ſtanding higher in ſome reſpects than the army, and lower in 


others, he knew of no ſuch diſtinction. Both were equally 
entitled to ſtand high in the opinion of the country ; nor ought 
any diſt inction to be made between them. His Lordſhip ſpoke 
of the great importance of the object of the Bill, which went 
to take ſeafaring men out of the militia, and fend them on 
board the navy, and to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen the artillery corps, 
by enabling ſuch of the militia-men as choſe to enroll them- 
ſelves in the artillery, to require their diſcharge of their com- 
manding officer. With regard to the firſt of theſe objects, the 
Noble Earl had not urged much objection, and therefore it 
was unnceſſary for him to enter into arguments to prove what 
lie believed their Lordſhips in general would readily concur in, 
that under circumſtances of ſuch uncommon exigency as the 
preſent, it was of greater advantage to the Public, that ſea- 
faring men ſhould ſerve on board the navy, than in the ranks 
of the militia. With reſpect to that part of the Bill which 
had for its object the authorifing and directing colonels and 
commanding officers of the militia, to grant their diſcharge to 
ſuch men as choſe to require it for the purpoſe of enrolling 
themſelves in the royal corps of artillery, he really ſaw it in a 
very different light from that in which the Noble Earl had 
viewed it. The number of men who would probably require 
their diſcharge, he did not imagine would be any thing like 
what the Noble Earl had conjectured; and if the principle was 
right, to ſtrengthen the corps of artillery, by ſelecting men 
irom the militia, after the ratio of only one in ten, ſurely it 
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that he ſhould give his ſupport to the Bill. 


W 2 
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could not be improper to carry that principle into effect by the 
molt certain means. His Lordſhip faid a word or two in 
reply to the ſeyeral objections that had been taken by Lord 
Radnor to the different clauſes, and concluded with declaring 


: The Marquis Townſhend ſaid, it would hardly be ſuſpected 
that he was not a friend to the militia, having had the honour 
of firſt ſuggeſting the plan of that conſtitutional force, and 
been not a little inſtrumental in carrying it into execution, in 
ſpite of a great variety of objections, founded upon falſe na- 
tions of its principles, If he ſaw any thing in the preſent Bill, 
that really tended co weaken the militia, or to leflen the reſpect 
due to its commanding officers, he would moſt readily concur | 
with the Noble Earl in oppoling its being read a ſecond time; 
but it really did not appear to him to be liable to the objections 
that had been urged againſt it. The Noble Earl had laid preat 
ſtreſs on the circumſtance of the militia officers having thoſe 


men taken from them, whom they had taught the ſervice of 


the guns, and had ſaid, it was actually converting the militia | 


officers into drill-ſerjeants... That was not the caſe ; but ſure- 
ly if the militia could be applied to the training up of men for 


the artillery, it would be applied to a very uſeful purpoſe. 
e ſtated ſeveral other reaſons for his ſupporting 
the Bill. 3 3 „ 

Lord Romney expreſſed himſelf to be concerned to have heard 
ſuch arguments from the Noble Marquis, who he had ex- 
pected would have withheld his approbation from a Bill which 
in his mind was calculated to undermine the whole ſyſtem of 


the militia. His Lordſhip ſaid, he thought it incumbent on him 
to take part in the debate, as he had been the perſon who had 


brought in the Bill in the Houſe of Commons, for reducing into 
one Act of Parliament the militia laws; and as a friend to the 


5 militia, he could not fit ſilent, when a Bill was under diſcuſ- 
ſion which departed ſo violently as the preſent Bill did from 
the original principle of the militia. He thought the Noble 


Earl entitled to the thanks of every man who was a friend to the 
militia, for having ſtated his objections to the preſent Bill, 
with ſo much force and ability; to thoſe reaſons: he heartily 
ſubſcribed. and he muſt ſay that not the leaſt objectionable 
part of the Bill was that which directed the colonels and com- 
manding officers to grant diſcharges to their men when re- 
quired, for the purpoſe of enrolling themſelves, in the corps of 
artillery without limitation, for ſo ae the operation 


of the Bill would prove. He declared he was ſorry to ſee 2 
Militia Bill brought into Parliament, becauſe he had obſerved, | 
that every ſuch Bill had departed by little and little en 
% pn $34 3s 85 n | : $s 114 EATEN 1 origin | 
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original principle of the militia. This Bill was undoubtedly a 


more violent departure from that principle than any preceding 
one, and threatened to undermine the militia ſyſtem altogether z 
he ſhould therefore hold it his duty to oppoſe it. | 


Ear Spencer roſe to ſupport the Bill, as a meaſure calculated 


eſſentially to conduce to the benefit and advantage of the 
public ſervice, at a time when every thing that could be done 


to further that important end was highly neceſſary to be attend- 


cd to. His Lordſhip declared, he was himſelf a ſincere friend 
to the militia; he had ſerved in it ſeveral years, indeed till 
other important duties called him from it, and if he thought 
the preſent Bill tended to injure the militia, he ſhould himſelf 
object to it; but he was perſuaded it did the militia no injury, 
and would do the navy and royal artillery eſſential ſervice. His 


Lordſhip urged the great importance of contributing to the 
better manning of the navy, by every poſſible means, and after 
a few more arguments in favour of the Bill, declared he ſhould 


give his vote for it. | 
His Lordſhip ſtated what had paſſed at the meeting of militia 
colonels, to which the Noble Earl who opened the debate 


had alluded, and faid, it was upon their ſuggeſtion and offer 


to train men to the guns in their reſpeCtive regiments, that 
the preſent Bill had been owing. At that meeting the reſo- 
lutions propoſed, with reſpect to the propriety of offering to 
aſſiſt Government at the preſent arduous criſis, had paſſed 
unanimouſly, becauſe it was conſidered as a fit means of 
erincing the ſteady loyalty and firm determination of the mi- 
| litia to conduce by every means in their power to the general 
defence of the country. His Lordſhip ſaid, he had not altered 
his opinion upon the ſubject ſince he delivered it at the meet- 
ing to which he alluded. He approved of the preſent Bill, and 
it ſhould have his ſupport. „ ns 
The Marquis of Buckingham ſaid, he had endeavoured to 
prove himſelf a friend to the militia, and had ſpent many 
years of his life in that ſervice, and no man could be more 
thoroughly convinced than he was, of its efſential uſe to the 
country. , Impreſſed with this opinion, he could not but be 
conſcious that the militia and the Public were highly indebted 


to the Noble Marquis, who ſpoke lately, for the very great 
aſſiduity and attention he had fo honourably ſhewn to that 


ſervice ; but he could not help differing with him entirely in 
reſpect to the preſent Bill, Jas 

cial to the militia, and not a little diſreſpectful to its officers. 
His Lordſhip went into a very ample diſcuſſion of the prin- 


ciple of the Bill, its ayowed objects, and the means it held 


out 


The Earl of Hardwicke alſo ſpoke in favour of the Bill. 


nich he thought highly prejudi- 
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out of enabling Government to obtain them. He analyzed 
the preamble, and indeed the whole of that part of the Bill 


which referred to the objects ſtated in the preamble, declaring 


that they were miſchievous and impolitic, tending to weaken 
the force of the militia, and, what was ſtill worſe in times 
like the preſent, to deſtroy diſcipline and ſubvert ſubordina- 


tion. He ſhewed that the giving the private an unqualified 
right to demand his diſcharge from the colonel or command- 


ing officer, and leaving the latter no diſcretion whatever, but 
obliging him to grant it, could have no other tendency but ta 
deſtroy diſcipline. The clauſes of the Bill, the Marquis aid, 
went much further than the words of the preamble led thoſe 
who read it to expect, and the proviſions contained in the 
clauſes far exceeded the ideas entertained by the militia of- 


| ficers at the meeting alluded to. His chief objection went, 


however, to that part of the Bill which regarded the men to 
be diſcharged from the militia in ſervice, in aid of the artil- 
lery corps. The only limitation preſcribed was, one out of 


ten, which upon the whole number would amount to five 


thouſand, and thoſe taken from the militia, when they were 
in camp and in actual ſervice. How was this great defi- 
ciency to be ſupplied, and eſpecially at ſuch a time of year ? 


The Bill ſaid, volunteers were to be recruited by beat of 


drum; but where were men to be got at that time of year, 
and what authority had. he or any other Colonel of militia, 
to compel his officers to-go upon the recruiting ſervice ? He 


knew not of any. Another impropriety in the Bill was, the 


bounty money was ſtated equally, and was the ſame through- 
out the kingdom; whereas their Lordſhips well knew, that in 


ſome counties men were to be got much more readily for 
two or three 2 than for ten in others; a diſcretion, 


therefore, ought to have been given to officers to act ac- 
cordingly. NV ö gt 
With regard to the part of the Bill that referred to ſea- 


faring men, it was open to much abuſe, as a ſeaman might 


accept the bounty and enliſt one day, and demand his diſcharge 


the next, in order to go to ſea; becauſe although ſeafaring 
men could not be balloted for militia-men in the firſt inſtance, 
they might be taken as ſubſtitutes. In fact, there was neither 
of the proviſions of the Bill which went to its two main ob- 


jects, that was not highly exceptionable. The Noble Ear! 

ad complained of the taking away the men for the artillery 
ſervice, as a particular hardſhip to him, becauſe he had made 
an offer to train forty men for the corps of artillery, and his 
offer had been rejected. He complained of it as a perſonal 


hardſhip to him for a directly contrary reaſon, viz. becauſe 


-- hat 
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chat he had made a ſimilar offer, and that offer had brew ac 
cepted: The men ſo trained were to be taken from him 
twice. | gat e | | 


Having gone through his objections 10 kde min parts of 


the Bill, the Marquis declared, there were various others 
which he could ſtate, but he would confine himſelf to thoſe 


| topics which had been principally rendered the ſubject of that 
day's debate. The remainder of the Bill conſiſted of clauſes 
wholly irrelative to the ſtatement in the preamble, and were 


clearly thrown in as ingredients of the i of a militia Bill, 
which he had experienced in the Houſe of Commons to be 
generally conſidered as that fort of meſs, in the cooking of 
which a variety of Gentlemen thought themſelves entitled to 
have a hand. His Lordſhip made ſome general remarks on 
that part of the Bill, and concluded with declaring his con- 
currence in the opinion of the Noble Earl who opened the 
debate, with whom he ſaid he ſhould vo tee. 
Tord Mulgrave ſaid, he was not much accuſtomed to take 
a part in debates upon Bills relating to the militia, as the ſer- 
vice he had been bred to and had been in all his life, led his 
mind to- confiderations of a different nature. There had 


fallen one or two obſervations however from the Noble Mar- 
quis, which he could not but take notice of, and firſt that of 


a militia colonel not having any authority to oblige his officers 
to go upon the recruiting ſervice. If the preſent Bill paſſed, 
there was à clauſe in it authoriſing the commanding: of- 
ficers of the militia, or officers acting by their authority, to 
raiſe recruits by beat of drum, and the colonels and officers 
of the regular army had no other authority. The main ob- 


ject of the Bill, his Lordſhip obſerved, was to remove ſuen 


men from the militia ranks, as in truth ought not to be in 
them, ſeafaring men and men qualified to ſerve in the corps 
of artillery ; in fact, therefore, it did not affect the militia, 
properly ſo conſidered, but merely thoſe: who ought not, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, to ferve as- militia-men. With regard to the 
hardſhip complained of, it was not confined to the militia. 
The regular army were obliged to give up ſeamen when called 
for by the Admiralty, and ſo likewiſe were thoſe corps, which 
he conſidered as the mongrels of the military ſervice, he meant 
the fencibles. His Lordſhip expatiated for ſome little time 
on theſe topics, and declared he thould ſupport the Bill. 


The Marquis of Buckingham replied, and maintained his 
former argument with: reſpect to a militia colonel's having no 


authority to oblige his oſhcers to go upon the recruiting fer= 
vice. The Marquis alſo noticed what the Noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt had ſaid, reſpecting the ſeamen to whom, on ap- 
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_ plication, the commanding officers of the militia were directed 
to grant their diſcharge, which the Noble Lord had declared, if 
it was any hardſhip, was a hardſhip felt equally by the regular 
army, and what the Noble Lord had been pleaſed to term the 
mongrels of the military ſervice. That did not in the leaſt, 
the Marquis ſaid, diminiſh the evil complained of, much Jefs 
did it go to the greater evil ſtated, -viz.. the obligations im- 
poſed on the commanding officers of the militia, reſpecting 
the men to be diſcharged for the artillery ſervice. | + 
Lord Mulgrave was upon his legs once or twice to explain. 
T he Earl of Radnor declared that he had not heard any ar- 
gument in the courſe of the debate ſuſſiciently weighty to do 
away the ſtrong objections he had ſtated againſt the Bill, and 
which he felt very ſeriouſſy; he ſhould therefore perſiſt in ob- 
jecting to the Bill being committed. r 
Earl Spencer roſe again, and expreſſed his concern that 
none of the arguments, which in his mind had been ſo power- 
fully urged in ſupport of the Bill, ſhould have had the effect 
of removing from the Noble Earl's mind the objections which 
he entertained againſt it. Having, as he had beſore Aated, 
ſerved in the militia for ſome years, and being ſincerely 
tached to it, if he really could perceive any juſt cauſe for 
ferious complaint, he would not for one give his vote for the 
Bill; it ought to be recollected that in times of ſingular ex- 
igency like the preſent, no meaſure of the nature. of an ex- 
periment could be ſuggeſted, which had not its inconvenien- 
cies; but under circumſtances, when every exertion muſt be 
made, and every means reſorted to for the defence of the 
country that could be hit upon, and was likely to conduce to 
the object, it was incumbent on individuals to ſubmit to the 
temporary difficulty of the moment, whatever it might be, for 
the ſake of the general ſafety of the kingdom. 
Tune queſtion was put, and their Lordſhiꝑs divided, when 
the numbers were, : 4. eee Oo eiioo 


Contents. SN nitro cd: x; 
. Not-Contents * e 


ee e ee Majority 17 
The Bill was ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the whole Houſe, on Wedneſday. the 27th inſtant. 
Lord Grenville preſented a copy of the convention, ſigned 
at Vienna on the Ath inſtant, between his Imperial Majeſty 
and the King of Great Britain, relative to the loan of four 


million eight hundred thouſand pounds. 
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5 HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
4... Frinary, May 22. 


riſing adjourn to Wedneſday next.” 
The Speaker ordered two writs to be iſſued for the election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament for the borough of Yar- 


mouth, and the borough of Agmondeſham, in the room of 


Henry Beaufoy and William Drake, Eſqrs. both deceaſed. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up an account of the dif- 
ferent ſums of money paid to the Emperor by his ys 
commanders, with the dates of the reſpective n 
Ordered to be laid on the table. 


3 orion FOR PEACE. TR 
Mr. W Filberfore ſaid, that he roſe to give notice of bis i in- 


tention to bring forward on Wedaeſday next a motion reſpet- _ 
ing peace: As private buſineſs was now almoſt over, he 


hoped that a ſufficient number of Members would attend on 
that day in proper time to make a Houſe. 


Mr. Coke (of Norfolk) ſaid, he hoped from the intimation 


which the Hon. Gentleman had now given, that he woulck 


himſelf attend in his place; (this alluded to the abfence of 


Mr. Wilberforce the preceding day, at the time when the 
Houſe was counted out.) 

Captain Berkeley gave notice of his intention af ter the re- 
ceſs, to move for leave to bring in a Bill for the more eaſily 
convicting perſons ſelling ale without licences. | 

On the queſtion that the Datchet Canal Bill * now read 
a third time, the Houſe divided, 5 | | 

Ayes | 2 275 PEA ; 63 
05; OO "ef. Gar | — 32 

The Bill was read a third time and babe k 

In conſequence of a ſummons from the Black Rod, 

| The Speaker ſtated, that he had attended in the Houſe of 
Peers, where the Royal aſſent had been given, by commiſ- 
fon, to the Dutch Property Bill, and ſeveral one public and 


N Bills. 
| IMPERIAL LOAN. el 


Mr, Secretary 8 brought down a copꝝx of a Conven- 
tion between his Britannic Majeſty and the Emperors, ligned 
at Vienna on the 4th of May 1795. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer dogg that it be printed 
for the uſe of the Members, and taken into conſideration in 
Committee of the whole Houſe on Thurſday next. 

Vol., III. 7 Mr. 
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reſpect for them would neceſſarily ceaſe. 


receive no increaſe; whilſt the former met aſſiſtance and 
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Mr. Fox ſuggeſted that there was another buſineſs which 


ſtood for diſcuſſion on that day (the motion on the papers re- 
lative to the conduct of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis 
during their command in the Weſt Indies ). 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it would be more 
convenient for the Houſe, that the other buſineſs ſhould be 
oſtponed, as the diſcuſſion. on the Convention between his, 
Majeſty and the Emperor would require to be. followed up 


with a Bill. 1 8 | . 
In conſequence of Mr. Barham ſignifying his acquieſcence, 


his motion was poſtponed till Tueſday, June 2. 


Some converſation took place on the Call of the Houſe; 


Mr. Stanley moved, that for the convenience of Members, it 


ſhould be diſcharged; but Mr. Wilberforce ſuggeſting that, 
as ſeveral Members had come from a conſiderable diſtance in 
the country, if the Call ſnould now be diſcharged, it might 
leſſen the reſpect to Calls in future, the motion was with- 
drawn, and it was underſtood that the Call ſhould take place 


on Thurſday next, the day for which it was appointed. 
Mr. Martin concurred in ſentiment with Mr. Wilberforce, 


that if Calls of the Houſe were ſo ſeldom to be enforced, all 


Mr. Porter prefaced his motion for granting an addition 


of pay to ſubaltern officers in the army, with ſtating the dif- 


ference of times when that pay was adjuſted, and the fubſe- 
quent riſe in all the articles of life. He mentioned the in- 
creaſe that had ſince been given to the ſoldiers, and the al- 


lowance lately granted to officers in the militia z and concluded 
with moving, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty, requeſting his Majeſty. to take into confideration the 


ſtate of the pay of ſubalterns in the regiments of infantry, 
&c. and to take ſuch meaſures for their relief as to his wil- 


dom ſhall ſeem meet, and the Houſe will make good the 
Tame. 9 2 | 20+ of 


The Secretary at War objected to the motion, on account of 


the time and, mode in which it was brought forward; it in- 


yolved too great a change to be haſtily adopted, more par- 
ticularly as there was no neceſſity of the ſervice, which called 


for any ſuch augmentation as that propoſed by the Hon. Gen- 


latter, engaged in war and danger, ſubje& to all the viciſſi 
tudes of heat and cold, in all the climates of the world, would 


CET ” ” 


1 * 


3 


General Taf#leton ſaid, that as additional allowances had been 
granted to ſubalterns of the militia, that Houſe was in a par- 
ticular manner called upon to conſider thoſe of the line; the 


try-dance, or fainting with heat under the rigours of a ſummer 
campaign at ſome watering-place, | 
The C 


militia z an allowance, had indeed been granted in peace, in- 
ferior to that of half-pay to the regulars, which thoſe only 
ſhould be entitled to who had ſerved a certain time in war, 
and for which at their monthly meetings they were to do 
actual ſervice ;. and this was done merely becauſe it was 


_ neceſſary to hold out ſome encouragement to ſupply. an exiſt- 
ing deficiency. No argument could be drawn from thence in 


favour of the preſent motion. 

Mr. M. Robinſon ſaid a few words. 
Mr. Porter ſaid, the advanced price of every thing had 
been conſidered a good reaſon for increaſing the eſtabliſhment 


of a Prince of the blood, and ſhould have the ſame weight in 


favour of a poor ſubaltern in the army. 


Sir William Pulteney thought there was no ſimilitude be- 
tween the- ſituation of a ſubaltern in the army and in the 


militia. Gentlemen went into the army with an eye to pro- 


motion; but a militia ſubaltern could, nat riſe to be a Captain. 
He o 


was by no means neceſſary. 
General Smith made a few obſervations. 


Ihe Houſe divided on Mr. Porter's motion: 


mT 


Ry IEG A HK 
Ex 3 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ WepnrsDAY, May 27. 


The Earl of Guildford, on the part of Lord Lauderdale, who. 


was indiſpoſed, moved that his motion on peace, which ſtood 
as the Order of the Day for the next day, be diſcharged, and 
that it be fixed for Friday the 5th of June. Ordere. 
The Bill for increaſing the Royal corps of artillery by 
draughts from the militia, and for drawing from the militia, - 
tor the uſe of the navy, all ſeafaring men, went through the 


Committee. 


De Earl of Radnor bid, he ſhould have to propoſe a clauſe 


upon the third reading. ; but that he did not mean to give their 


Lordſhips any further trouble than merely moving it. 
When the Bill was reported, FO Pr em 


- 8 


4 


3 
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compaſſion for ſinking, poſſibly, under the fatigues of a coun- 


| hancellor of the Exchequer begged to remind the Houſe, 
that no additional pay had been granted to ſubalterns of the 


ppoſed the expending ſo much public money, when it 
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The Dube of Norfolk moved an amendment, that the words 


« required and directed,” be left out; alledging, that that 
_ clauſe made it compulſor on the commandin 1 Wo 
wifferent corps of the militia to part with thoſe men who had 

been trained to the uſe of the artillery : To the principle of 


the Bill in general, he had no objection; indeed he highly ap- 
proved it, eſpecially at this time, when it was incumbent on 
ars to ſtrengthen our naval force by every poſſible means ; but 


this compulſory clauſe, in his opinion, would make the com- 
manding officers leſs attentive to the training of men to this 


ſervice, if they were compelled to part with them after they 


had been diſciplined. His Grace ſaid, he thought the officers 
| Ought to be inveſted with a degree of diſcretion as to the 


parting with their men. 
Lord Grenville oppoſed the athendplent oropaſed by the 
Noble Duke. He faid, if the principle of the Bill were a 


right one, the words objected to were proper; as it was 
more handſome in Government to take the whole meaſure on 
itſelf, than leave an invidious and offenſive power in the hands 


on the commanding officers. 


The Duke's amendment was then 228 and negatired with- 
out a . | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. bo 
WEDNESDAY, May 27. 


Te Maſter of the Rolls moved the Order Þ hop or 


the ſecond reading of the Bill from the Lords, to remedy 


certain omiſſions in the laſt Act of Parliament with regard to 


inſolvent debtors. - The Bill was read a ſecond time, and or- 


dered to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe 


the next day. 

Mr. Foddrell moved that the Dead Body Bill be read a . 
cond time on Monday next. —Ordered. 

Mr. Eaft moved the Order of the Day for the third reading 


of the Bill to prevent the removal of poor perſons before they 
become actually chrageable. 


Lord Sheffield urged ſome objection againſt the Bill, and 


| moved, that inſtead of the word, . rojo "NON * the rit of Auguſt . 


be ſubſtituted. = 

The Mafter of the Rolls thought that more time ought to be 
allowed before the Bill paſſed. - 

A hott debate then took place: Mr. Sergeunt Adair, Mr. 


Fall. gra olliffe, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Huſſey, and Mr. Haff, 
fupported the Bi 


ill; 3 * Bus, and the Maſter of the Rolls 
| 9 HO 


cers of the 


FOO. 0 © UE ye SONY 1 


le thought it a very important duty in every war, not only 


j 
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thought it too important a meaſure to be adopted haſtily. 
„r ̃ ̃ LA ;;; rhe als 
e i | 
Eee + 
The Bill was then read a third time. 
Mr. Wilterferce began by obſerving, that the ſubject which 


he was about to bring before the Houſe, was one which he 


could affure them he had deeply confidered (as it became 
every one to do, who took ſo forward a part); that he had re- 


_ volved it again and again, and that he had even been ſome- 
what confirmed in his opinion upon it, by what appeared to 


him to be evidently the general ſentiment of the Public. 
There had certainly prevailed an opinion almoſt every where 


of Jate, that miniſters were either negotiating a peace, 


or at leaſt were purpoling to negotiate; and the ground 
on which many, the greateſt friends to Government, had, 
in various letters, adviſed him to decline his motion, had 


been, that he was doing that which if Government were 
left undiſturbed would ſoon, by their own ſteps towards a 

Y pens be rendered unneceſſary. This expectation of peace 
ad ariſen, as he inſiſted, not from any terms in the refolu- 
tions of Adminiſtration, or in their language in the Houſe 
in theſe they had plainly intimated that they had no thought 
of 1 peare with France at preſent, but from the general 


poſture of affairs, which had naturally led men to imagine 
that this was a time when pacific meafures might be taken. 
Much joy had been infuſed into the public mind in conſe- 


quence; and it might certainly therefore become Adminiſtra- 


tion to ſhew why, at ſuch a period as this, they ſhould not 
treat. He was free to confeſs, that he was not one of thoſe 
who went the length of agreeing to the old ſaying, Yor 
papali vox Dei; but he would neverrh6eld” a 

general opinion of a people ſhould be ſuperſeded by nothing 


but circumſtance} of a very extraordinary nature, ſuch as did 
not appear in the preſent caſe againſt it, and was entitled to 2 
degree of reſpet that would have induced him, independent 

of his own unalterable opinion, to have made his preſent 


22 


to take care that in the commencement it was 125 and neceſ- 
fary, but to look out alſo from time to time, for every opening 
which might be given for the concluſion of it; to ſee whether 


hs original motives for it continued whether our own conn. 


try, whether chat of the enemy, whether 'the ſtate of . 


en, 


at the 


; 
. »*, 
1 
[i 
, 
8 


| 
A 
: 
4 

4 
3 


ar 


EE Es 
St 


3 „ — nas 57 _ - 
* F 82 rn E ._ mon — = — 
en ” — — - — — — = - - — 
8 4 1 * —ᷣ— — —— 
. JF — I = 
N = FEC: FL hd —__ de Sy ie "+ V: 33 ds AS 
— 
* 


* 
— * 2 — 2 2 — . — 
— — — — —— — 
N * * 8 — Ly 2 
r e —— 
? LIE, ew — 
— * * — * 
De 2 3 — iin PL, - — 
- . — 4 W "6 o -+ VS oa 4 GST ** 


2 Pc — 
— r as 4d l . ˙ 11 da fe gs 
3 e . — 2 : — —— — — 2 — . — — — 
n —— = _ 2 © Pan * ; — 
2 2 E 4 fe N 3 Grand . 332 — > Sa 5 
— — * ol 


— 
= * 


226 _WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS- [Commons, 


powers, and the general circumſtances of the times, made it 
needful ſtill to purſue the path we were treading : He had 
done ſo in his own mind in this caſe, and. he would now ſtate 
to the Houſe that train of reaſoning, which, in conſequence 
of his doing ſo, he had naturally been led into in his cloſet. 
The general ſubject of the effect of the war on our finances, 
population, and commerce, had been ſo lately and fo ably 
diſcuſſed, that he ſhould dwell little on thoſe points; he would 
only obſerve, that there ſeemed to have been a. miſtake in 
taking ſo much credit for the preſent magnitude of our export 
of manufactuxes, when that, very export was probably to be 
aſcribed in part to the war itſelf; in proof of which, he 
quoted an obſervation from Dr. Adam Smith, on the Wealth of 
Nations, noticing the miſtake which had ariſen in a former 
war on this point. In illuſtrating this he ſaid, when a Right 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him made his motion for a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the ſtate of the nation, he had heard 
him deliver ee excellent obſervations on the ſtate of our 
finances, on the effect which the war might have upon our 
population, and on the general proſpect which this country 
e, the continuance of the war. Some of theſe obſerv- 
ations were objected to by his Right Hon. Friend, who 
ſtated, that our manufactures had increaſed ſince the com- 
mencement of the war. This ſtatement of his Right Hon. 
Friend was in ſome degree correct, but his reaſonings upon 
it were inconcluſive 3, for many of our manufactures muſt 
neceſſarily. have gone abroad, and exports of vaxious ſorts 


muſt have taken place, even in conſequence. of the war, for 


at leaſt two or three years in its progreſs. 
With regard to the navy, though certainly it was at preſent 
much ſuperior, on the whole (though likely to be leſs ſo ſince 
the treaty by which a Dutch force was to be added to that of 
France), it certainly was not to be depended on as always ſu- 
perior in every part: The French, by leaving themſelves quite 
weak, either in the Mediterranean, or in the Weſt Indies, 
or. elſe by being weak at home, might contrive to be ſuperior, 
if they pleaſed, atleaſt for a time, in one, if not in two of 
thoſe important ſtations; and as they had no commerce to de- 
fend, they might, without much ſacrifice of intereſt, ſtrike 
even with their fleet a temporary ſtroke. When the extent 
of our territories alſo was conſidered, which it belonged to 
our fleet to defend, it certainly ſeemed to be too much to ſay 
that in.this reſpect we ſhould be ſuffered to eſcape. harmlc's 
r 
He next e to the general ſtate of . | 


and, particularly dwelt. on the ſubject of the Emperor's late 
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reſcript, in which he tells the German powers that he is readyỹx 
to make peace with France; a reſcript which he (Mr. Wu. 
berforce) underſtood the Emperor ſigned on the ſame day ow _ 
which he ſigned the treaty with this country for a loan for carry- 
ing on the war. He had heard it ſaid abroad, that this reſcript 
was only intended to amuſe the German powers; and that 
the Emperor was not ſincere in it, but wiſhed rather thereby 
to prevent a peace; a ſuppoſition which he would not ſo 
calumniate his Imperial Majeſty as to allow himſelf for one 
moment to make. What! could it be ſuppoſed, that when 
the Emperor ſaid, as he did, (Mr. Wilberforce here read the 
words of the reſcript) © that he was ready to enter into ne- 
gotiation,” that he meant in reality to avoid a negotiation? 
When he faid that © he would confult the general intereſts of 
the Empire,” that he meant not to conſult their intereſt ® | 
And when he ſpoke of “ permanent and ſecure peace with 
the French republic,” and © of his endeavouring to accom- 
pliſh fo defirable an end,” was it to be ſuppoſed that he 
thought a ſecure peace impoſſible or undeſirable ? or, that 
he thought the French republic ought not to be acknow- 
ledged ? If ſuch were the Emperor's meaning, no language 
could be ſtrong enough for him to uſe in reprobating ſuch 
deceit. | . Befides, if this were the mode of doing away the 
meaning of the reſcript, and we were to truſt the Emperor's 
diſpoſition to go on with the war on ſuch ground, we were 
to cruſt him on the very ground of his being unworthy of 
truſt; on the ground of his reſcript being an aCt of duplicity 
to the States 4 Germany; and on this ground we were to 
prefume on his being faithful towards us; and all this at the 
very time when we refuſe to make peace with France becauſe 
the would be regardleſs of her treaties, & being incapable of 
maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity with 
other nations.” i eee, ep 89 ST ey 127: 
hut even if the words of the reſcript ſhould be explained 
away, the profeſſed object of the Emperor was, to arreſt a 
treaty which was commencing without him, by ſaying, that 
he was willing alſo to treat: The Emperor therefore declared 
in ſubſtance, that he thought France might be treated with. 
On every ground then, he muſt ſuppoſe that the Emperor 
thought thus, and was ſincere. What then was the ftate'of 
the confederacy ? Our allies were vaniſhing away apace. 
Whether the Emperor figned the reſcript in his quality of 
Head of the Empire only, or in that of King of Hungary, &c. 
alſo, he did not exactly know; but at any rate, he was not 
two ſeparate men; and if peace was deſirable for the German 
Empire, any one who caſt his eye on the map, mult fee that 
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of diſpoſable force | 
they might bring at once to bear on any new point. The 


0 America paper- money had been depreciated during the war, 
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it muſt on the ſame ground be equally: deſirable for the other 


poſſeſſions of the Emperor. The aid of Germany, and even 


of a quintuple contingent, had been ſtated by many declara- 


tions of this very Emperor to be abſolutely neceſſary. to the 


general ſucceſs of the war; and now if Germany fails him, 
Pruſha alſo having withdrawn, his own. territory being re- 


- duced, and his army ſhut out from croſſing the Rhine, how 


could it be hoped that he would be able to make further head 
againſt the French? As to our other allies, it was to be ob- 


| ſerved that they were not in a better ſituation than his Impe- 


rial Majeſty; Spain likewiſe was reported to be negotiating, 
and her known weakneſs was one ground of the report. From 


Sardinia little was to be expected. An alliance, indeed, with 


Ruſſia was ſpoken of, and certainly he felt diſpoſed to com- 
mend and not to blame the endeavours of Government to 


- intereſt. the Empreſs in the war; provided, however, we e 


ſhould not thereby draw down upon us more enemies than 
would be compenſated for by her aſſiſtance. Mr. Wilberforce 


added, that even though his underſtanding ſhould dictate ap- 


probation of a policy. of this ſort, ſtill his feelings would 
follow but ſlowly, for he ſhould find it. difficult indeed to 


bring himſelf. to wiſh ſucceſs to ſuch a power as Ruſſia had 
| ſhewn herſelf to be. . | 15 : 


„Having deſcribed the ſtate of the allies, Mr. Wilberforoe 


adverted to that of France; and here, he ſaid, ſome new 
_ conſiderations came in, which the Houſe had never had the 


full opportunity of deliberating upon before. Firſt, that ſhe 


had quieted thoſe great internal inſurrections, which had oc- 


cupied conſiderable armies during all the preceding periods 


of the war. Not only the allies were leſſened in numbers, 


and in force; not only the King of Pruſha had withdrawn, 
and the Empire ſeemed likely to follow his example; not only 


the Britiſh troops (a circumſtance which ought alſo to be 


confidered) were removed from the continent, while the line 


of frontier, both by the capture of Holland and the peace 


with Pruſſia, was exceedingly narrowed z but, on the other 
hand, by the n of theſe inſurrections, a large acceſſion 
ad been gained to the French, which 


advantage to the French by the above- mentioned defection of 
our allies, and the acceſſion to their own ſtrength, he com- 
uted at between two and three hundred thouſand men. 


Next, as to the French reſources. Their paper-money, as 


he underſtood, was much depreciated, and had fallen ſtill 
more lately; nevertheleſs, every thing went on as before. In 


far 
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far below. the preſent depreciation in France, and yet new re- 
ſources had after that been opened; and the fallacy: of fups 
poling that a, nation's pecuniary means muſt end with its 
aper credit, had been evinced. In point of ſubſiſtence, Mr, 
Wilberforce ſtated, that he had received information from 
various quarters, and from ſome perſons who had arrived 
from France within theſe two or three days, that, generally 
ſpeaking, they were in no ſort of diſtreſs; that in Paris. Ie 
deed bread had been ſcarce, but it was now grown leſs fo 
than before; and in many parts, he believed he might ſay in 
molt, proviſions were at this time cheaper in France than in 
England. When it. was conſidered, that peace was made be- 
tween France and Pruſſia, and that a new market for grain 
was thus opened, and even that the King of Pruſſia (if what 
report ſaid was true) had ſhewn himſelf diſpoſed to refuſe. 
corn to England, until he had ſupplied the French neceſſities 
(not to mention the like aids to be got from other new allies), 
ſurely the want of food would not be urged as a reaſonable 
ground for ſuppoſing that France would be exhauſted ; belideg 
which it ſhould be confidered, that the time of harveſt was 
nearly hm ̃ ̃— Ü“! 88 . 
Such then were the eircumſtances of our enemies in point 
of the great article of proviſions; next, what were their tem- 
pers and diſpoſitions? In the armies there had been no ſign 
whatever of diſaffection. A general ſatisfackion prevailed in 
the country, as was natural to expect, on account of the 
termination of the troubles of La Vendee and of the Chouans; 
and ſome hope of peace was excited by the treaties already 
made, or entered into; Whatever partial or temporary tumults 
therefore might ariſe in Parie, the idea of a general riſing in 
the country was laid aſleep, and appeared now to be over. 
The general circumſtances of the war alſo tended to make 
them think their troubles nearly come to air end, for peace 
leemed to them (as it did to the people of this country) not 
far diſtant, and any evils which might ariſe were likely there- 
tore to be ſubmitted to, under the idea of their being tempo. 
rary. The conduct of foreign nations towards them tended 
alſo to confirm this ſentiment. The Duke of Tuſcany's 
treaty with them was a ſmall matter, when confidered in the 
light of an additional ſtrength gained, but it was very im- 
portant in another view, namely, as a ſymptom of the ſort 
of confidence which foreigners placed in them. Here was a 
threwd Italian Prince, who ſome time ago thought himſelf 
lafer under the wings of the confederacy, but Who nor, 
tought it time to commit himſelf rather to the protection of 
Trance. The French peace with Pruſſia, and Sweden's re- 
Vor. 8 cognition 
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cognition of the French republic, tended in like manner 
to increaſe their ſtrength, by ſuſtaining their reputation in 


Europe. | 


Mr. Wilberforce adverted to a new event in France, which 


| he ſaid he had heard of ſince he came into the Houle. He 
meant the commotions recently excited in Paris. This, he 


ſaid, was a kind of event which he was not particularly ſur- 
priſed at, and which, if any body meant to make it an argu- 
ment againſt a motion for peace, he ſhould wiſh to expreſs his 


opinion againſt ſuch an uſe of it very ſtrongly indeed. We 
muſt not (ſaid he) allow the happineſs of the people of Eng- 


land to be the. ſport and play of theſe ſueceſſive events. He 


had obſerved, on many occaſions, a diſpoſition in the Houſe, 
as well as in ſome people without doors, to be on the watch, 


as it were, for ſome new event, and to reſt almoſt the whole 
ground of going on with the war on ſomething future, the 
mere operation of chance, which they could not define z- and 


Wich they had waited for month after month, and year after 


year. Every little incident was magnifed by perſons of this 
deſcription, and was turned into an argument againſt making 
peace. He knew not how he could better illuſtrate and en- 
force the miſchief of acting upon ſo momentous a queſtion 
as that of war and peace, on theſe tranſient and ſlight grounds, 
than by putting the Houſe in mind of what would be the con- 
ſequence, if France were to act on her ſide in the fame manner. 
What if her government were to urge the high price of pro- 
viſions (which, as he had ſtated, were in general higher here 
than in France) in the ſame manneras we urged it, namely, as 
a proot that we were juſt exhauſted? What if the vaſt boun- 
ties given to man our navy, or to increaſe our army, and the 
ſeveral new efforts made in thoſe reſpects, ſhould there be 
urged z and what if the riſings which had taken place in this 
country, which in one inſtance. had ſeemed for a ſhort time 
rather formidable, ſhould be magnified ; the account of them 
being conveyed by perſons the leaſt favourable to our Govern- 


ment? Would not a very erroneous judgment be formed in 


France concerning our reſources, and concerning the probable 
period of our terminating the war, if theſe alone were the 
grounds on which the French government ſhould argue on the 


fubject? This reflection, then, ought to teach us caution on 


our part: It ſhould teach us to look out for ſome ſure footing 
not taking up any light circumſtance, which made little or 
nothing to the general argument, and on which a mind that 
Was able to ſurvey and comprehend the whole of the ſubject 


4 


5 With 


tl 


With regard to the probable conſequences of purſuing the 
war, Mr. Wilberforce declared, that he conſidered them to be 
in their nature in a great meaſure uncertain. We had very 
extended foreign territories, and our enemies were in a con- 
trary ſituation. With reſpect to the Weſt Indies, he believed 
every Weſt Indian would rep!ys if he were aſked, that peace 
on their account was deſireable; and if it ſhould continue to 
be the policy of the French (as it had hitherto been), rather to 
ruin us, than aſſiſt themſelves, it was obvious that acceſſion of 
territory in St. Domingo was hardly ro be defired. There 
were 400,000 flaves in-that colony, many of whom had been 
in actual rebellion, and others had had great conceſſions 
made to them; fo that the reduction of that iſland into an Eng- 
liſh colony was in his mind far from deſireable.— As to Gua- 
daloupe, it ſhould be remembered what venom had been 
ſpread there alſo, where a Britiſh fort had been taken by blacks 
armed againſt us. Government themſelves alfo had admitted 
it was not in the power of any naval force effectually to ſecure 
our Weſt India pofſeſſions.. Much therefore was to be Joſt 
by war, but little was to be gained in that quarter. S 
In the Eaſt Indies, we were more out of the reach of the 
enemy; yet the recent treaty with Holland affected in ſome 
meaſure our intereſts in that quarter; and Indian Princes, as 
experience has always ſhewn, are apt to take occaſion of mak- 
ing war when they know us to be involved in hoſtilities in 
Europe. — The French, though they ſhould give them little 
help, might at leaſt give them promiſes of it, and might poſ- 
libly blow up a flame; ſo that there alſo we had much to loſe, 
and little, or rather nothing to acquire. There was another 
quarter, he meant Ireland, on the ſubje& of which it would 
be better to hint an alluſion, than to ſay much. It had been 
expreſsly adviſed the Catholics to puſh their claims rather in a 
time of peace than of war. If then many or all of our allies 
ſhould fail us, he would leave it to the imagination of the 
Houſe to ſffppoſe the ground for making peace that aroſe on 
this quarter. Laſtly then, as to the probable effects of war 
on this country: Heretofore, indeed, it might juſtly be ſaid to 
be carried on in order to prevent the progreſs of French prin- 
ciples; but now he believed there was much more danger of 
their being ſtrengthened by a general diſcontent, ariſing from 
the continuance of the war, and from the-confequences of its 
continuance, than from any importation of the principles 
themſelves from the ſofi in which they grew, for che nature of 
them had now heen ſeen through; the ſpirit of jacobiniſm 
and fraternization had ſubſided, even in France, and a gradual 
change in this reſpect had taken place. Another bad effect 72 
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of the war in this country was, the drawing off ſo great 2 


part of the people from the peaceable purſuits. of honeſt in- 
duſtry to a military liſe. Government, indeed, deſerved praiſe, 
and not blame, in his opinion, for this meaſure, ſo long as the 
war exiſted: Still, however, it was a very ſerious evil, tending 
to injure the morals of the people eſſentially, to detach them 
from the habits of civil life ; and though no preſent conſe- 
quences might be felt, yet it was probable that very material 
ones would follow, though poſſibly at ſome diſtance of 
A ˖—«·˙ | we Fd the A | 
Nor was the effect of our perſevering in the war, on the 
minds of the people of America unworthy of conſideration. 
On the arrival of the news of the capture of Holland in the 
capital of America, he had read in an American paper, that 
a ſtrong expreſſion of general joy had been manifeſted, and 
that guns were fired, and the city bells were rung. If, there- 
fore, we ſhould appear to them to puſh the war to an extreme 


and unreaſonable length, might it not be ſuppoſed, that ſome 


Jealouſy would be excited on that continent, either through 
the idea of our wanting to poſſeſs ourſelves of the whole of 


the. Welt Indies (a ſuppoſition which he believed they had 


already made), or of our having a rooted enmity to all repub- 
lican governments? neither of which could be very pleaſing 
i ꝙ'xs . ] ˙ ꝓꝓꝓ . ß ͤ ee 
With regard to the effects of the continuance of the war 
on France, Mr. Wilberforce declared he was ſtrongly perſuaded 
that the war tended, under the preſent circumſtances, rather to 
prevent a counter- revolution than to forward one, to retard 
rather than to accelerate the eſtabliſhment of a regular form 
of government. Suppoſe che moſt ſucceſsſul events of war 
to happen: Suppoſe Auſtria to penetrate into France: Sup- 
poſe alſo, ſome new Ruſſian allies, freſh from the capture of 
Poland, to be united with them, and to march into that coun- 
try, would not the people of France unite more than ever 
againſt thoſe fre{invaders, forget for the time their internal. 
animoſities, and be again cempreſſed into refiſtance ? Or, ſup- 


poſe theſe animoſities to continue, we had ſeen already that 


France, though weak and diſturbed. in her centre, might till 
JJ. = hn if nent, 
An idea, be faid, had prevailed, that, if peace ſhould be made 
with one party in France, and that party ſhoufd be diſpoſſeſſed, 
the ſucceeding one would, of courſe, not abide by it. This 
fuppofition feemed to him extremely ill founded, although at 
peace (Which they moſt certainly and almoſt univerſally were), 
every neu party would court the popular favour by 5 A 
„ FORD, i ot ĩ ̃ wd. 0 es 2 1-50 SECTOR 
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ſervation of peace, and not by the breach of it. The party 
at preſent in power was that which was-peculiarly favourable 
to peace, more ſo probably than any which could be ſuppoſed 
to ſucceed then, and conſequently more likely to negotiate on 
terms that would be at once reaſonable and honourable to both 
countries. i „ 5 
Mr. Wilberforce, having ſpoken of the conſequences of 
purſuing the war, next turned to thoſe which might be ex- 
| pected from making peace. He ſaid, that wherever we turned 
our view, the moſt evident advantages ſeemed likely to reſult 
from it. In the Weſt, in the Eaſt, in Ireland, and at home, 
much was to be expected from it. He particularly. noticed, 
that our markets; which the prolongation of the war might de- 
prive us of, remained ſtil} open, If then peace was fo deſire- 
able, what obſtructed it? Would not the people of this coun- 
try be perſuaded to agree to it? If they ſhould ſee Government 
treating for peace, did the Houſe think the nation would feel 
diſappointed? He had already noticed their wiſhes on the ſub- 
jet. - Were the alljes unwilling ? The chief doubt was, whe- 
ther, if we purſued the war, and even paid them for it, may 
would continue to join us. Were the French unwilling ? 
either the French people or the French government? He was 
lirmly perſuaded, that if any ſuch pacific language was held 
out, as that which his motion conveyed, means wauld be ſoon 
taken to try by ſome neutral powers the effect of a negotiation, 
There had been in France a growing ſpirit of moderation. 
In Bourdeaux, Britiſh property to a great amount had lately 
been ſuffered to be taken away, though known to be Britiſh, 
and that part of it which the Convention had taken for its own 
_ uſe had been reſtored in value, upon an appraifement made 
by the brokers uſually employed by the merchants. He could 
not help wiſhing for his on part, to hail any thing like a cef- 
ſation of frenzy, and to take care leſt we ourſelves, by our 
high language, ſhould again bring on the paroxyſm. Hitherto 
our language had been, that though we would not refuſe to 
make peace with France, even under the form of_a republic, 
yet we were decidedly againſt making peace with the preſent 
men in power, and with the preſent republic; for we have 
implied that the preſent government is incapable of maintain- 
ing the accuſtomed relations of peage and amity with other 
nations, Ins Eons ng Op TTeY 
The motion which he meant to ſubmit to the Houſe, he 
ſad, would nat oblige Government to treat; it would merely 
prepare the way for it. It would do much leſs than the Em- 
pzror had done; for the words of it were much weaker than 
_ Hoſe uſed by him in his reſcript. He had expreſsly declared 
VT 33 France 
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France to be capable of maintaining theſe relations, by the whole 
fpirit, as well as words of that ſtate paper. What the Em. 

eror had done thus ſtrongly, and at the ſame time partially, 
Mr. Wilberforce wiſhed the Houſe to do in a more dignified 
manner, by declaring itfelf not unwilling to entertain nego- 
tration, with a view to peace with all the allies. The follow. 
ing was, he faid, the motion which he ſhould conclude with 
before he fat down: i | 


That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that the preſent circumſtances of 
France ought not to preclude the Government of this country from enter- 
taining propoſals for a general pacification ; and that it is for the intereſt of 
_ Great Britain to make peace with France, provided it can be effected on fair | 


terms, and in an honourable manner. "7 


Mr. Wilberforce proceeded to offer ſomething that might 
ſerve as an anſwer to what probably would be the arguments 
advanced againſt the meafure he recommended; particularly 
adverting to the objections to peace urged by Government in 
former debates. Many of theſe he remarked were now turn- 
ed in a great meaſure, through the change of circumſtances, 
againſt thoſe who uſed them. For inftance, it had been urged 
as a reafon for continuing the war, that if we would not 
continue it while we had the advantage of fo many alhes, we 
ſhould in the end have to make war alone. That argument 
would not be preſſed in the fame degree at prefent : Becauſe 
that very event was approaching, not through our making 
peace, but through our too Iong continuance of the war; and 
if we withed to tecure a future co-operation of allies, the way 
would be to diffolve what remains of the confederacy by con- 
ſent, before it entirely diſſolved itfelf, as the only chance of re- 
ſuming it, if hereafter it ſhould be neceſſary: He might there- 
fore in this particular inſtance retort their own argument on 
themfelves. Another argument, always hitherto ufed, would 
not at that time be repeated, vg. that we could not make peace 
with France without acknowledging the republic; and with- 
out acknowledging it as founded on the principles of liberty 
and equality, and the rights of man. But had the Emperor 
of Germany, had the King of Pruffia, had the King of 
Sweden, had the Duke of Tufcany, in this fenfe acknowledy- 
ed the republic? Had they ſigned, or propofed to fig (as all 
who acknowledged the republic were ſaid to do), their own 
depofition ? No; rhe treaties entered into had been mutually 
figned as other treaties uſually are, and it had been ſhewn that | 
no impediment of this kind had exiſted. © 1 

Agam, the fatety of Europe had been declared to be a prin- 
cipal ground of war; but if Europe was determined to take 
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care of itſelf, and to make peace as the beſt means of con- 
ſulting its ſafety, did it belong to Great Britain to fight 
her TOs for her, and to fight them alone, or almoſt 

The declining reſources of France had been ſtated as another 
encouragement to go on with the war—but when was the 
ceſſation of them to arrive? Their armies did not want 
ſreſh requiſitions, and every thing went on {till much as here- 
too lth ae OWE x6 | 

There was one view of the ſubject, which he had not yet 
taken, which ſeemed ſo highly important that he muſt here 
touch upon it. He alluded to the proſpeck which naturally 


preſented itſelf to ſome minds, of a general war in Europe, 


as likely, ere long, to arife. Ruſſia, it might be ſuppoſed, 
would take part with us. Turkey, on the other hand, and 
other powers, with France; and a new fcene of the molt ex- 
tenfive hoſtilities might in that caſe follow. Humanity ſhud- 
dered at ſuch a ſcene; but even putting humanity out of the 
queſtion, it ſeemed to him, in the view of dry policy, that 
ſuch a courſe of events muſt be highly prejudicial to Great 
Britain. Who could ſay what might be the conſequence of 
ſtrengthening Auſtria and Ruſſia, as their ſucceſſes might do; 
or of the irruption of French troops into almoſt eyery part of 
Europe, if the other fide ſhould prove ſuperior ? The very 
oppoſing armies might catch the ſpirit of French democracy; 
and when it was conſidered that the French revolution owed 
its riſe to a great preſſure on the lower orders of the people in 
that country, what might not be the confequences on the 
happineſs as well as on the minds of all the lower order of 
people in Europe, if an expenſive, deſtructive, and almoſt 
univerſal war ſhould prevail? Certainly the effects would be 
incalculable. VVV VVV 
Mr, Wilberforce here obſerved, how important a duty it 
was to endeavour to ſtop the flames of war from thus extend- 
ing themſelves over the world, and how ardently he withed 
to prevent the extermination.of ſo large a part of the human 
race. Never did he more ſtrongly feel his obligations to his 
conſtituents, than in ſuch a criſis as the prelentz when by 
ſending him to Parliament they enabled him perhaps to be an 
iuſtrument (however unworthy of it) of leſſening the de- 
ſtruction of mankind, and promoting the attainment of the 
peace of Europe. And what were the objects to be effected 
by our purſuing war? To obtain a government in France worthy 
of truſt? Every nation almoſt might carry on eternal war on 
this principle. Might not Turkey ſay the ſame of Ruſha, 


who had uniformly broke faith with her; and exen Ruſſia of 
1 5 7M Key <ul Turkey, 
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Turkey, of whoſe religion it was the profeſſed principle never 
to make peace with inſidels? . 5 5 
Mr. Wilberforce concluded, by remarking what would, in 
his opinion, be the true line of policy for this Court, namely, 
to cultivate our domeſtic refources, to conſult the happineſs, 
the good morals, and the comfort of the lower orders of the 
people; and to excite their confidence in Adminiſtration ;— 
To abſtain on the one hand, as much as might be, from con- 
tinental connexions, on account of the general uncertainty of 
them, the character of foreign Princes, and the fituation of 
the affairs of Europe. He ended with obſerving, that what 
he had faid had been diſtinct, as he truſted, and determinate 
he hoped that thoſe who made objections to his arguments, 
would treat the ſubject in like manner, and not reſort to any 
ſubtle diſtinctions; nor merely adviſe the Houſe in a general 
way to go on, hoping that things (though they knew not why) 


7h | might turn out better. Predictions of the ſucceſs of war had 
7-2 | feldom anſwered.” Predictions of the advantages on the fide 
1 of peace had generally been fulfilled. In the caſe of America 
of -F it had been ſaid, and by high authority, that if we made peace, 


and recogniſed her independence, © the ſun of Great Britain 
would be ſet for ever;” but by the operation of the moſt 
1 Emple and common cauſes, the greateſt proſperity had followed 
1 __ _ our” pacification with that country. The ſame he believed 
4 would happen, if they would make peace with France; and 
the motion which he propoſed would hardly fail, if it were 
carried, to bring about that object. EE + - 
Mr. Duncomoe roſe to ſecond the motion. He adverted to 
an argument that had often been urged, that it was impoſſible 
to have a permanent peace with the prefent Government of 
France, and aiked whether we had ever had a permanent peace 
with France, or whether during the laſt half century we at 
any time had a peace that had laſted for more than ſeven 
years ? The fact Was, that we had been continually embroiled 
in wars for the ambition of that very Monarchy which we 
were at this time ſo anxious to reſtore. There was only one 
difference, he obſeryed, between former wars and the preſent; 
formerly we were at war with the Kings and miniſters of 
France, at preſent we were at war with the people. He re- 
marked on the ſtate of the confederacy againſt France, and on 
the abſurdity of any reliance on the proffered aſſiſtance of the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia. Such an offer on her part, he ſaid, could 
only proceed from a ſtrong preſumption of Britiſſi credulity. 
Had Ruſſia really wiſhed to lend any effeQual aſſiſtance to 
this country in the proſecution of the preſent conteſt, the had 
opportunities ſufficient to have evinced the ſincerity of her in- ˖ 
„ 55 5 tentions» 


. 


* — * — Py 3 7 
ä — 4 74 e  EEI NINE 
— TEE Yard we qò— 4 on 4 3 6 8 — A = 2 py 
IE 5 CID TO MAD JCI TR PR ET FRO r EAN n 8 Ges + 
CE, 2 * * 3 4 0 — a Pon? nne: . nditrs Fro, oe ed 2 . 2 r. 
1 a ner _ c * 1 3 e » SE; 4 n -4 "22 L 
— a — 2 FA 9 ey = EOF W * = * 2 2. *» ” - 5 7. 2 — 2 7 4 a « 
A „ ee on * 2 2 7 * * ere * i bl * 
* 5 v - * D 
. ' - 


| Way 27. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 337 
tentions. Far was it from his intention to refle& on the cha- 

| rater of the ſoldiers and officers who had been engaged in 
action; their conduct was ſuch, in his opinion, as added freſh 
luſtre to the military fame of the country ; but he could not 
help thinking that there had been ſomething remiſs in our naval 
operations. He quoted the conduct of the fleet which under 
Lord Hawke in 1759 gained the celebrated battle of La Hoche, 

and which during almoſt all the winter had been out at ſea, 
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cruizing off Quiberoon Bay and Breſt, and preventing any de- 1 
predations upon our commerce. Mr. Duncombe conſidered 9 
the preſent motion as a call upon miniſters to put a ſtop to 1 
the ſcene of miſery and calamity which was going on; to con- Wo 
ciliate the public mind by adopting meaſures to bring about a 5 by 
peace, and to preclude the neceſlity of making any addition to 7 4 
thoſe burdens, which had already incteaſed to ſuch an extent, | fi 


that they could not much longer be borne. Amidſt the diſtreſs 
created by theſe burdens, he adverted to a Bill brought in for 
paying certain debts, which had excited an honeſt and a 
general indignation in the country,—a Bill which, if it was al- 
lowed to paſs, muſt for ever ſtain the character of the Houſe. 
He obliquely cenſured the recent diſmiſſion of a gallant officer, 
and aſked, on what particular circumſtance miniſters built 
their hopes of ſucceſs in the proſecution of the preſent conteſt, 
| Whether on the ſituation of the Weſt Indies, or the ſuperiority 
of our fleet in the Mediterranean, which had derived ſo . 
advantage from the Spaniſh co-operation ? He concluded 
with ſtating, that he had long been a warm friend to the ad- 
miniſtration of the Right Hon. Gentleman, and was ſo at that 
moment, but he muſt confeſs that he ſhuddered at the proſpect 
before him. g =D 5 | 3X | 8 
Dye Secretary at War declared, he was much ſurpriſed at the 
reaſons which had been urged, and conſidered the motion as ex- 
traordinary, not only in itſelf, but extraordinary when com- 
pared with the opinions and late deciſion of the Houſe, and 
till more extraordinary when compared with the former 
opinions of the Hon. Mover. He certainly agreed with the 
Hon. Mover in the general propriety of bringing forwards 
ſuch queſtions during a war, and particularly a war like the 
preſent; and he thought with him too, that ſuch queſtions 
might be brought forward in oppoſition to the oſtenſible objects 
adduced againſt them, although his own objects ſhould be 
drawn out like charges in a bill of indictment, and that the 
iſſue ſhould be tried whether they could be attained or were 
unattainable, The grand ſubject for conſideration then was, 
BY whether the probable evils of carrying on a war were greater' 
£ than the more certain evils of remaining at peace. 55 
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- He propoſed to conſider this ſubject generally, though ge⸗ 
:merally conſidered there was nothing in it, the Houſe having 
before decided upon it; and if particularly viewed, he could 
not diſcover any ground ſor reviſing that deciſion, as no 
change had ſince taken place. Though he wiſhed to conſider 
the queſtion without any reference to former diſcuſſions, or to 
former opinions, he was obliged to notice ſome which mu? 
apply and connect themſelves in ſome meaſure, and therefore 
could not be well ſeparated. | e 5 
He muſt firſt know with whom he was arguing, and how; 
whether it was with any of thoſe who at the commencement 
of the war were convinced of its neceſſity, and voted for it as 
the only means to preſerve the conſtitution of the country, 
the dignity of the Engliſh character, the religion, laws, and 
liberties of the nation, the ſafety, honour, and ſecurity of 
the empire, and the commerce, morals, and happineſs of the 


people; or whether he was arguing with one of thoſe who _ 


approved the principles and doctrines of the French revolu- 
tioniſts, who did not wiſh to overthrow the dangerous ſyſtem 
of thoſe extravagant enthuſiaſts; but however ſtrange it might 
appear, though nothing ſcarcely ſnould be imagined ſtrange. 
jn theſe days of fantaſtic philoſophy and pretended reforma- 
tion, who believed, and do ſtill believe, that the eſtabliſhment 
of the French republic is deſirable to mankind. He declined, 
however, addreſſing himſelf to any perſons of the latter de- 
ſcription, becauſe he conceived they were too much intoxicated 
with intemperance, and ſo completely blinded by their zeal, 
as to be ſo regardleſs of reaſon in fact, that any attempt to con- 
vince or convert them would prove fruitleſs and abſurd. He 
contented himſelf therefore with an addreſs to thoſe who had 
hitherto concurred with him in the propriety and expediency 
of the war; and thoſe he did not doubt would ſtill concur 
with him in the propriety and expediency of its continuation, 
nor did he doubt but they would form the majority of the 
Houſe. WOT TEE | FE: 
In every queſtion reſpecting peace and war, and more ef- _ 
pecially in every queſtion relating to the period of the preſent 
war, there were, he obſerved, two things to be conſidered: Firſt, 
what you propoſe to gain by a peace; and ſecondly, the 
means of gaining it. The Hon. Gentleman who moved the 
queſtion, and his Hon. Coadjutor who had ſeconded it, had 
talked of peace, as peace. He would confine himſelf to the 
ſpeculations of the firſt. | | 35 | 
The Hon. Gentleman, by his argument, appeared to think 
that the moment peace was ſigned we might diſband our 
armies, and proſperity, happineſs, and a thouſand other me 
| | would 


1 5 
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would immediately enſue. He had no apprehenſions of diſ- 
turbance, but indulged his fancy with chimerical ideas, with- 
out looking to any folid inference whatever. He did not 

inquire whether ten-fold dangers might not follow from our 
inſecurity, nor did he ſuſpect that every endeavour on the part 
of the enemy to entice us into a peace, was very probably an 
artful manceuvre to lull us, that they might take advantage of 
our weakneſs and eredulity, to commit, unpuniſhed, their pre- 
meditated acts of cruelty and revenge. 

Upon this principle the Secretary ſaid he differed widely, 
as he could neither think a motion of this nature ſafe nor 
| honourable. He ſuſpected the Hon. Gentleman gave more 
into ſpeculations than was adviſeable, and was in reality a fort 


of conſtitution-monger. He was, on a former occaſion, for 


giving the conſtitution of Ameriea to France. Giving a con- 
ſtitution !—As if conſtitutions could be tranſported from one 
country to another, like the ready-made houſes we have ſeen, 
and not as they really are, natural and inſeparable from the 
countries for which they are ſpecifically formed, and grow! 
out of the affections, ſentiments, and diſpoſitions of the people! 
They might expect at that rate to ſee exotic conſtitutions 
tranſplanted, raiſed as children do boughs, in ſome looſe earth 
between a few pieces of broken brick and tile, and then be 
told, & Behold we have planted a conſtitution“ as rhe children 
believe they have planted a tree, and that the tree will grow. 
Of ſuch a growth was the tree of liberty, and it throve accord= 
ingly: e es f; win! ape ; 
ic men had fixed upon the ſort of peace that will pleaſe 
them, the ſecond queſtion then occurs, in what way was it to 
be obtained ? True it 1s, that if neither party were to expreſs 
their inclinations for a peace, nor make overtures for it, a war 
would be endleſs 3 but there were different ways in different 
circumſtances to be purſued. He wiſhed the Hon. Gentleman 
had conſidered how far the inclination of France for peace 
i1ould induce us either to advance to meet her, or to accept 
her conditions. There were two ways in which this inclina- 


tion ought to be conſidered : Firſt, whether it would grow 


and increaſe till we confirmed it; and ſecondly, whether it 
came from ſuch cauſes as would enable us to reſt: ſecure; 
provided it was granted. Otherwiſe it were eaſy to get that 
which, when got, would be of no value, and it were no leſs 
eaſy to incur fuch danger, as we ſhould afterwards repent 
of. 2 5 LR e eee „ 
To recur to what was before hinted, what had been the 
change, ſince the laſt deeiſion of the Houſe, that peace could 
ve negotiated now with more ſecurity than then? A great 
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change there had been indiſputably, but none that could 
render the expeCtation of a peace more permanent, or incline 


them to forego their former reſolution. The government of 
rance is not more durable than it was, the people are not 


more reſolyed ; but on the contrary, the ſpirit of domination 


and the ſpirit of proſelytiſm were as predominant in them 
as ever, and they had the ſame enthuſiaſm, madneſs, and 
_ diſorder. | = | 


Their ſyſtem was that of moderation, it had been alledged, 


and therefore it was contended that we ſhould treat with them, 
It is moderate, it is true; but how is it moderate? It is 
moderate only in compariſon with the preceding ſyſtem of 
terror, murder, and proſcription. Compared with other go- 
vernments, the government of France is ſtill diſtinguiſhed for 
- injuſtice, violence, and inſult; or admitting, for the ſake of 
argument, that it were not ſo, is it poſſible to propheſy how 
long it may be before ſuch a ſyſtem as the ſyſtem of terror may 
return? 8 e 0 : 
Let Gentlemen examine, ſaid he, in what manner this 

change of ſyſtem had been produced. They had been brought 
_ down to talk the language of moderation, and therefore their 

moderation (the French) was the reſult of neceflity. They 

were relaxed in their circumſtances, their vigour was weakened, 

and their courage crippled. If they had the defire to revive 


4 


their former atrocities, they had not at preſent the power, 


and it was their duty to prevent them from regaining it. 
„Their fortune had reached its flood, and was now ebbing faſt 
away. The ſymptoms of decay are manifeſt, and the pulſe 
that raged ſo violently will ſoon no longer beat.” | 


The Hon. Gentleman deſired a preciſe and a deciſive anſwer. | 


Here is, ſaid the Secretary at War, a preciſe and a deciſive 


anſwer, and we are now at iflue. He next obſerved, that the 


preſent diſtreſs of France did not go to a great extent. No, 
| | ia the decreaſe of terror, the communication has ſo multi- 
plied as to obviate that evil. By the amazing depreciation of 
aſſignats, they wrung from the poorer claſſes of ſociety ceaſe- 
leſs complaints of diſtreſs, which by concurrent cauſes are in ſome 
meaſure appeaſed. He next talked of reports, reports in the 
public prints of recent diſturbances at Paris. If he could ſay 
upon poſitive authority that theſe reports were not true, why 
did he not contradict them? But until they were contradicted, 
upon ſuch a body of preſumptive evidence as they brought 
with them, they were entitled to credit, and could not be re- 
ſiſted. The Secretary at War did not underſtand how the 
Hon. Gentleman could ſpeak of them as he had done. By 


his expreſſion he inſinuated a doubt of their veracity. He | 


might 


— 
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might as well doubt whether the maſſacre on the 10th of Sep- 
tember was but a report; whether the execution of the twelve 
or thirteen deputies was mere report, and whether it was re- 
port only that ſo many people had been guillotined. 

The report, however, came through the ſame channels by 


which we commonly receive our information, nor did it paſs 


excluſively through one or two, Was it to be treated as a 
matter of flight report that the mob had broke into the auguſt 
body of the Convention, that the Members had been forced to 
fly, that the head of one of their number had been cut off, 
and that with the head in their hand, the mob had addreſſed 
a ſpeech to the Preſident of the Convention? All the public 
prints have accounts of the mob breaking into the auguſt aſ- 
ſembly, and ſtate alſo, that the Members of the Convention, 
inſtead of endeavouring to reſiſt them, were glad to get away 
as faſt as they could, while one of them was ſeized and mur- 
dered. Little hope would be entertained of the permanency 
and duration of that government, which has not efficient 
means of protection and defence againſt ſuch violence and 
outrage 3 and as to the ſuppoſition of theſe accounts bein 
bare reports, the Hon. Gentleman had forgotten, that while 
he treated them ſo, he had himſelf publiſhed uncertain reports 
of a treaty of peace between the French republic and Spain, as 
well as ſome Princes of Germany. 8 
The Hon. Gentleman had alſo conſidered the events that 
bad happened ſince the propriety of a negotiation was laſt 
diſcuſſed. Whether the conduct of the enemy was different 
now to what it was then, could not be eaſily decided; he had 
ſtated, however, that there was an increaſe of power on their 
part, and a proportionate decreaſe on ours, or, what is nearly 
tantamount, that as our alliances were weakened, their al- 
liances grow ſtronger. One prominent object, the defection 
of our allies, was particularly expatiated on, and the Hon. 
Gentleman indulged his ſpeculation upon others: Nay, he 
declared that the appearances of decreaſe of power in the con- 
federacy ſerved to unite them more and more. FERN 
To ſuch a declaration, the Secretary at War oppoſed one 
broad leading conſideration, the ſtate of diſtreſs and ſtate of 
opinions now prevalent in France, To every loſs ſuſtained 
in another way there was nothing but ſuch motions as the 
preſent to prevent a ſpeedy termination to the war in the 
manner the Hon. Gentleman once wiſhed. It was true here 
was nothing but aſſertion againſt affertion, and appeal againſt 
appeal. The Hon. Gentleman had promulgated his opinions, 
aud he had ſtated his. The Hon. Gentleman aſſigned his 
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reaſons for catching at the firſt overtures of peace, and in ſo 
doing, he talked ſuch language as was never heard before upon 
any fimilar buſineſs in that Houſe ;' nor would the country 
have ever riſen to ſuch a pitch of honour, glory, and univerſal 
reputation as it had done, if ſuch had been the language of our 
predeceſſors. The Hon. Gentleman ſhould have recollected 


too, that it was not confined to the preſent war, but extends 
to other wars in ſuture. He had openly proclaimed, that our 


burdens had increaſed to their utmoſt, that we had no means 
of defence, that our people were rebellious, and our armies 


ready to aſſiſt them. We had reached the climax of our gran- 


deur, and might ſupinely | repoſe ourſelves, nor attempt to 
ſupport it, for it muſt dechne. * In former times (ſaid the Hon, 


Gentleman) our arms protected our commerce, but now we 


are come to the full enjoyment of our induſtry, and we will 
call upon our enemy not to diſturb us; leave us as we are, 
leave us well, or if you do not, we are not poſſeſſed of means 
to defend ourſelves.” | | FIG CTY 

He had affirmed, that our extent of territory was too great 
to be protected; that our burdens were too ſevere to be borne ; 


he had inſinuated that the country was come to that pitch of 
proſperity which it was well if it could keep, but in which 

every riſk might be attended with fatal confequences. With 

equal inconſiſtency had he argued with reſpect. to the diſpoſi- 
tions of the people. Sometimes he had ſuppoſed the conſtitu- 


tion to be ſufficiently protected by their loyalty, and ſometimes 
he had ſuppoſed them to be ſo irritated, that the ſlighteſt ad- 
dition to their burdens would be ſufſicient to endanger their 


allegiance. | 


This was one of the arguments which the Hon. Gentleman | 


had pretended to touch on lightly. He would not ſpeak out, 
he ſaid, and there was no neceſſity to preſs him, for he was 
perfectly intelligible. The inconſiſtency which commonly 
prevailed in this mode of reaſoning, where the arguments were 
ſhifted, as occaſion prompted to ſuit the purpoſe of the ſpeaker, 
was obvious. Sometimes they declaimed on the loyalty of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, and ſometimes they proclaimed them to 
be nearly infected with the contagion of the French repub- 
licans. To what, ſaid the Secretary at War, could ſuch pro- 


ceedings tend, but to lay the country proſtrate at the feet of the _ 


enemy? Read the various declarations of France againſt this 
country, and then judge of their inclination to induce us to 
make peace. In a diſcourſe lately delivered to the Convention, 
they ſtate, © that they will make no conceſſions to. Great 


ars 


Britain, nor will they offer any terms of accommodation. They 
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are not afraid of war, and are therefore determined to con- 
tinue it until they have reduced the pride and power of this 
haughty country.” 1 17 . | 

Are we to fit down contented with ſuch indignities, ſucli 
' inſults, and ſuch aggravation? And here is another odd 
inconſiſtency in the arguments of Gentlemen on the other ſide : 
When they vindicate this conduct, they aſſert, that the war 


cauſes theſe atrocities z but when they argue for the expreſs 


accompliſhment of peace, then they ſay, © Leave them to 
themſelves, and they will deſtroy one another.” What a fitu- 
ation France will be in then when peace is made 


There will be an internal diſſenſion in their government, 


which muſt ultimately produce a popular commotion ; the 
armies too will return, and muſt be ſtill kept to ſettle the 
diſpute, or elfe they may themſelves aſſiſt to keep up the in- 
ternal warfare. If we have fagacity enough to diſcover that 
iuch muſt be the conſequences of their making peace, may 
they not have ſufficient ſagacity to perccive the ſame, and wilt 
they not inſtantly ſeek new wars to keep their armies employ- 
ed, and prevent ſuch calamities? The fact is too notorious 
for comment. | | | | 5 

How could the Hon. Gentleman delude himfelf ſo? Does 
he not know, that with ſuch a government, ſo feeble, ſo pre- 
cirious, ſo inſecure, we can have no ſtability? And does 


he not know that if, as it muſt be, the war ſhould be renewed 


again, after an interval of peace of the ſhorteſt duration, that 
it requires a greater impulſe, a greater energy throughout the 
nation, and is attended alſo with a greater expence? For it 
is in moral as in mechanical powers, a ſtrong force is neceſſary 
to put the machine in motion, which once put in action con- 
tinues its velocity with little aid. 
One of the Hon: Gentleman's arguments (ſaid the Secretary 
at War) I had almoſt forgotten. He has taken care, however, to 
remind me, and I am glad of it. I ſuſpect my obſervations will 
contain more than he expected. He has reminded me of La 
Vendce and the Chouans. Let the Gentlemen oppoſite to me 
recollect the language they have uſed, compared wich the event. 
(A vehement cry of Hear ! Hear !) Let them remember that they 
tenaciouſly inſiſted that France had but one ſentiment. The 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite will call to mind too what he for- 
merly ſaid. “ Do you (ſaid he), do you count on Brittany 
and Normandy ?” Yes, the Executive Government did-count 
on them, and propoſed to adopt ſuch meaſures as would better 
facilitate that event which was ſo univerſally. deſired. This 
will ſerve to ſhew, that a body of good principles does exiſt 
in the executive government of this country. When * 
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fions were ſaid to exiſt in the internal ſtate of France, it was 
aſked where? At Lyons, Marſeilles; Toulon, and La Vendee , 
and well would it have been for this country if ſhe had imme. 
diately taken the proper advantage of thoſe diflenfions; and 
converted them to her uſes?” 2 | Sy 
They were loft, however, though it might be ſaid they could 
not have been loſt if they were not poſſeſſed - A laugh. — The 
Secretary at War ſuppoſed the Gentlemen were laughing at 
their own declarations that no ſuch diſſenſions exiſted, when 
diſcontent, diſtruſt, and animoſity were notoriouſly carricd to 
the greateſt length. o ect 14 rum ey 9c 
He reverted tothe Hon. Gentleman's ſtatement of the con- 
dition of Marfeilles, and obſerved that it was not becauſe that 
under ſuch a tyranny as that of France diſſenſions do not ſhew 
themſelves, as we are to conclude that they do not exiſt. We 
might have had reaſons to know their exiſtence if we had acted 
with becoming caution, and inſtead of one La Vendée, we 
might have known that the whole of France was becoming an 
entire La Vendee. e | 5 
He addreſſed this not ſolely to the Gentlemen oppoſite, but 
to thoſe Gentlemen who had confidence in the executive go- 
vernment of France at that time; and now, when from the 
more open interior of France we had reports of popular com- 
motions coming from all quarters, was it longer juſt or reaſon- 
able to doubt their authenticity? and if this repreſentation be 
right, was this the time for ſuch concluſions as the Hon. Gen- 
tleman had propoſed? 3 5 
I) he firſt argument of the Hon. Gentleman was, that peace 
would eſtabliſh the power of thoſe who now preſide in France; 
and what ſort of an argument was this? Would it eſtabliſt 
the power? Were there hopes it would? Not after the 
recent inſtances which for five years have been in various forms 
exhibited. Was the Hon. Gentleman ſo prepared as to ſay, 
that the change of government had fo far changed the evil as 
ſolely to have changed his ſentiments ? If it could, why could 
it not have done ſo before in the adminiſtration of the bloody 
Robeſpierre? According to that mode of reaſoning, war 
could be reduced at any time to a ſcale of profit and calculation. 
Stating generally his opinions on the ſubject, he ſaw the 
motives for continuing the war to be the ſame; but the pro- 
ſpects were infinitely better than they had been at any former 
- period. = e 5 . 
Another objection, applying to the majority of the Houle, 
againſt the motion, was, that, if it paſſed, the Houſe would 
thereby take the management out of the hands of the Execu- 
tive Government. This the Houſe had certainly at you p 
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right to do ; but then it was uſual, when they aſſumed that right, 


to diſplace the perſons in whom the truſt of the Executive 
Government was lodged. Fortunately the motion was not yet 
adopted. _ | | | | 3 


{Bt atvartheloſa the charge of inconſiſtency aad raſhneſs, if 


not ſomething worſe, was attached to it. The Hon. Gentleman 
who brought it forward was the friend of the miniſter, and had 
pronounced in the courſe of that evening. many eulogiums 
upon him. He relied, he ſaid, on his talents, his integrity, 


and judgment; he praiſed his general capacity, and he eſteem- 


ed him as the propereſt perſon for adminiſtration : But here 
comes the difficulty. However great his general capacity, 
| his judgment, his integrity, and talents, and however fit for 

ami he was not fit to conduct the buſineſs of the 
ſtate, and therefore the Hon. Gentleman propoſed to conduct 
it for him. He would not offer to diſplace his friend, but he 


would undertake to manage meaſures for him, and undertake 


the office of his dictator. 


Did he think the miniſter would authoriſe him to perform 
his functions for him? The Hon. Gentleman would allow _ 


for theſe interrogations by the part he had taken himſelf in the 
debate of that evening. He muſt know, that in all public 
affairs they were bound to follow their duty in preference to 
their friendſhips 3 and for his own part, the Secretary at War 
ſaid, he had ſacrificed friendſhips that were dear to kim, to his 
public duty, and he did it becauſe he loved to follow right, 


though it be ſometimes. difficult to find where it lies. The 


Hon. Gentleman had done ſo too, though he (the Secretary 
at War) could not but diſapprove of the mode in which he 
had done it, fince in affairs of ſuch importance he had been 
following his own opinions. A chriſtian conſcience was un- 
deritood to be connected with humility, but the Hon. Gentle- 


man had been oppoſing thoſe of whoſe integrity and abili- 


ties he entertained no doubt, and with whom he was bound in 
the cloſe ties of friendſhip. He wiſhed to impreſs on the Hon. 
Gentleman's mind, that he was playing a deep game, for if he 
was not the preſerver, he was the * 
and if he did not obtain the poſthumous fame he ſo virtuouſl 
deſired, he would be tranſmitted to poſterity with eternal exe- 
cration :?:? f 8 . 


He wiſhed him to conſider likewiſe, how ſar he eonformed 
himſelf to the ſentiments of thoſe whoſe thoughts and actions 


he had been accuſtomed to oppoſe ; or how far he adopted 
new opinions of his own. There were two things to confirm 
a man's judgment, the concurrence of his friends, and the 
iffent of his enemies, It ſo happened that the Hon. Gentle- 
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man had been playing at great odds, for he had not only the 
difent of his friends, but the approbation of his opponents, 
He had the odds againſt him alſo in another way. In every 
excluſive public concern, but more particularly in a war, and 
ſtill more ina war like the preſent, there was a knowledge in 
the Executive Government which could not be poſſeſſed by 
others. Of this he had juſt given an inſtance, though Oppo- 
ſition would neither give the Executive Government credit for 
their good intentions nor their judgment. 
It was not, the Secretary at War ſaid, a grateful taſk to ex- 
amine opinions, though he did it to fulfil his- public duty, It 
the Hon, Gentleman thought 4is meaſures fatal, he thought 
the Hon. Gentleman's no leſs ſo. Such opinions, he conceived, 
if liſtened to, were dangerous, and if not liſtened to, they 
were {till dangerous, though perhaps in a ſmaller degree. He 
Was aware that a diſcuſſion like the preſent ought to have 4 
ſhare in forming men's opinions more by authority than judg- 
ment; but admitting the Hon. Gentleman's were the bei} 
opinion, he aſked him whether he expected it.to be followed? 
What then, it might be urged upon the other hand, are you 
never to bring forward any motion becauſe there is a probabi- 
lity it will not be followed? In that caſe, what becomes of 
the freedom of debate? Not ſo; an attempt in itſelf to do 
good may be made, though others think it will not accompliſh 
its end. Did the Hon. Gentleman think, that when perſons 
like thoſe in the Executive Government had formed their opi- 
nions coolly, and with due deliberation, that his arguments 
could change them? { A laugh. Perhaps he hoped for ſome- 
thing intermediate? e 8 OE | 
With regard to other topics, he ſaid, they were not of a ſor! 
to be adopted without abandoning all the former. He had 
heard the Hon. Gentleman talk of a general objection to the 
war, and of a general ſentiment entertained by the people 
that a peace would ſpeedily be formed by the Adminiltration 
of the country, which made them all rejoice. If ſuch a peace 
were formed, that is, by the Adminiſtration of the country, 
they ought all to rejoice, but not otherwiſe, for it would then 
be obtained as it ought to be. On the other hand, what did 
the Hon. Gentleman propoſe? A peace made by himſelf in 
oppoſition to Adminiſtration. The beſt argument in anſwer 
to ſuch a propoſition was a review of hiſtory. . 
Ihe Secretary at War replied to Mr. Wilberforce's obſerva- 
tions on military character, without which, he urged, our 
commerce could not be protected; and in regard to his op!» 
nion, as well as the opinion of his Hon. Colleague who ſecond- 


ec the motion, upon our continental Connexions, he ow 
| 55 8 ons hin 
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him to take the authority of our anceſtors down to the preſent 
moment, in refutation. It may be honourable, in their opi- 
nions, to ſteal out of a war as others had done; but it would 
be degrading to the Britiſh character, juſtly celebrated ſor its 
honour and integrity, and Great Britain would not do it. 
She had no wiſh to imitate the Republic of Holland or the 
Dutchy of Tuſcany, but left them to their virtue; determined 
to preſerve our reputation of national honour, and of manifeſt- 
ing-o0n all occaſions a generous concern for the welfare of 
Europe. How different, he obſerved, was the conduct the 
Hon. Gentleman had recommended to that purſued by King 
William, who judged the intereſts of this country to be ſo 
cloſely connected with all Europe, that he encouraged every 
alliance whereby ſhe roſe in the ſcale of empire; and of this 
Mr. Addifon was ſenſible when he wrote his fine eulogium 4 
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e His tolls, for no ignoble ends deſign' d, : 
Promote the common welfare of mankind; is | 

No wild ambition moves, but Europe's fears, 

The cries of orphans, and the widows tears 3 

Oppreſs'd religion gives the firſt alarms, 

| And injur'd Juſtice ſets him in her arms; 3 2 

5 His conqueſts freedom to the world afford, 

And nations bleſs the labours of his ſword." 


2 
— — 


Whether the Hon. Gentleman had not brought forward his 
motion to interpoſe, becauſe the French Government was faint 
and languid, and her motions wild and irregular, he could not 
determine; but he reminded him that ſuch an enemy might be 
dangerous even in her laſt convulſion, until! 3 

e * Omnis effuſus labor. | | | 

He then briefly diſcuſſed the point, how far this queſtion 
might be dangerous in the diſproportion of mens minds, as it s 
was clear that the hand of a child, with a ſufficient purchaſe, 
may ſhake an empire, He thought the Hon. Gentleman's 
arguments from the induction of the American war diſcou- 
raging; ſince the ſurpriſe of a few hundred Germans turned 
the fate of that war, 5 perhaps, if it had been continued ſome 
ſhort time longer, as ſudden and unexpected an accident might 
have turned it the other way. 3 ; PEW EL 

The Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that the wiſh out of doors 
was a confirmation of his opinions. Whoſe was that wiſh ? 
Vas it not the wiſh of Jacobins? They have purſued it as 
the certain way of bringing about their principles. Or he ſup- 
poled that he had heard ſome of his conſtituents expreſs this 
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with ; for though he did not ſay that every man who wiſhes 
| for peace is a Jacobin, yet he knew that every Jacobin wiſhed 


for peace. He gave the Hon. Gentleman credit for having 
brought forward his motion from a ſenfe of duty merely ; upon 
the ſame motive he declared he had made his reply, and con- 


cluded it with moving the Order of the Day. 


Sir Benjamin Hammer roſe to fecond the motion, becauſe he 


firmly believed that Government would make peace as ſoon as 


it could be done with ſafety. As ſomething had been aid 
reſpeCting Ruſſia in the courſe of the debate, he took the op- 

ortunity to declare that he was more afraid of Ruſſia than of 
F rance and Spain united. Such was the danger which he ap- 
prehended from its predominating influence, that he ſhould 


not be ſurpriſed to ſee all the powers of Europe, including 
| oY France, joined in a confederacy againft the Empreſs of 
_ Ruſſia. E | EH 


Mr. Fox expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the mode which Mr. Wind- 
ham had adopted to conduct his oppoſition to the preſent mo- 


tion, by mingling with his ſpeech ſo many perſonal conſidera- 


tions, to which it was difficult for himto reply, and which he did 


not conſider to be the moſt ingenious mode of argumentation, 
_ Thoſe who had oppoſed the war from its commencement, 


among which claſs he was proud to rank himſelf, the Hon. 
Gentleman was pleaſed to hold out as a party, who alone, with 
propriety, could be the authors of ſuch a motion, which, prims 


Facie, he produced as an argument againſt the — 4 | 
But _ it was unfair to introduce them, when 


e knew 


how much their ſupport would injure the cauſe. In the per- 


ſonal part of his ſpeech, there were ſome things which all 
the extraordinary occurrences that had befallen him in the 
cCourſe of his life, had not impreſſed him with ſo much aſto- 
niſhment. The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid to Mr. Wil- 


berforce, © Will you be ſo bold as to withhold your confidence 
from your former friends? Will you dare to differ in opinion 
from thoſe with whom you have uniformly voted ? and (looking 


ſtraight forward at the time) are you not afraid of the com- 
' pany with whom you are now affociated ?” Did it never once 


occur to the Right Hon. Gentleman that he was himſelf a 


_ deferter from his former friends, that he had apoſtatized from 


His ancient creed, that he was an upſtart on the bench on 
which he ſat, and that of the majority which he expects in 
favour of his amendment that evening, a great proportion 
would be compoſed of thoſe with whom he uſed to differ m 


ſentiment ? The Right Hon. Gentleman demanded alſo why 


his (Mr. Wilberforce's) confidence was withdrawn from mini- 


ſters, and put the queſtion, if he really could believe that the 


Executive 
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Executive Government, who were ſo well informed of all that 
| was to take place in La Vendée, would be influenced by an 
argument hé could adduce. No, ſaid Mr. Fox, they are 
little acquainted with the temper of the preſent Admini- 
ſtration, who will ſuſpect them of becoming ſuicides of their 
places, or that all the eloquence of Plato would make them die 
like Cato in the play. , WE HE 429 
i ZE Gen % For Plato's fancies what care 1.? 
1 hope you do not think I die, 
For Plato's fancies in the play, 
Or any thing that he can ſay.” 
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The Houſe was again called upon to repoſe confidence in 
miniſters—in the third year of the war, when miniſters had 
completely failed in their promiſed protection of Holland, of 
the Welt Indies, of the friends of royalty in France—in every 

_ profeſſion or promiſe upon which they had demanded confi- 
dence. They talked of the glory of our arms under their di- 
rection. He wondered they had not read our hiſtory, and 
taken the trouble of comparing any period of it with the loſſes, 

_ diſaſters, and retreats of the laſt campaign—retreats not im- 
putable to our officers or ſoldiers, but to a miſerable ſyſtem 
which rendered their {kill unavailing, and their valour of no 
effect, Miniſters ſtill talked of diſcontents in France, and 

_ appealed to what had happened in La Vendee, Marſeilles, 
Lyons, and Toulon. As far as appeared, the diſcontents in 
the three laft-mentioned places were the conſequence of one 
party of the Convention being overpowered by another; but, 

it they were not, what advantage had miniſters derived from 
them? They got poſſeſſion of Toulon, which they were ſoon 
aſter obliged to abandon; Marſeilles, Lyons, and laſt of all, 
La Vendee, were compelled or induced to ſubmit to the Con- 
vention. If they meant to adduce as an argument in their 
favour, every opportunity of which they had made no advan- 
tage, it was impoſlible to ſay where they would ſtop. Where 
was the ſpirit of their diiceſtors which was ſo often invoked.? 
—Why do they attempt to rouſe the Britiſh ſpirit, without 
conſidering where it is to be pointed? What would their fa- 
thers think were they to be told, that with the application of the 
moſt powerful external force, and the aid of internal inſurrec- 
tion, we had not, in a ſtruggle of three years, obtained one 
object of the war? Perhaps they eſtimate the places which they 
have loſt among their reſources, and in this view the preſent 
Adminiſtration muſt be poſſeſſed of more numerous refources 
than any Adminiſtration ever was. The Honourable Gentle- 
man ſeemed to feel ſore on the idea of- a diſmiſſion of the mi- 
. 5 FE _- niſters, 
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45s WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commony, 
| nifters, and aſked if the Houſe believed he would retain his 
place when his meaſures were thwarted ? Had the Right Hon, 
 Gentleman's memory been fo extremely treacheous? Had he 
forgotten what had paſſed in former ſeſſions? Had thoſe de- 
| bates reſpecting Ireland and Oczakoff, of which that Right 
Hon. Gentleman might ſay, quorum pars magna fur, totally 
eſcaped his recollection? Did not the miniſter continue in 
_ office when his Iriſh propoſitions were negatived, and when 
all arguments and remonſtrance were recurred to in vain ? On 
the Ruſſian armament, did not he (Mr. Fox) with the Hon, 
Gentleman's (Mr. Windham's) aſſiſtance, terrify him out of the 
ſcheme, by reminding him, that by obſtinately perſiſting in it 
be would be in danger of loſing his office? In vain had it been 
urged that a Parliamentary deciſion. had been already given on 
the queſtion of the preſent motion: For on former debates, 
all explanation had been waved by a fide motion, like that pro- 
poſed that night. Be it remembered alſo, that circumſtances 
» were materially altered. The King of Pruſſia had made a ſe- 
Parate peace; and the Emperor, on whoſe aſſiſtance we placed 
fo much dependence, had, in the reſcript formerly mentioned, 
declared his readineſs to enter into negotiations for peace with 
the French republic at any time, which was even more than 
the preſent motion required. If the King of Pruſſia had actu- 
ally recognized the French republic; and if the Emperor had 
declared that he was ready to come to terms of pacification, 
would this country any longer inſiſt that the government of 
France is not capable of maintaining the uſual, relations of 
amity and peace that nations ſtand in to one another? Mr. 
Fox declared, he did not wiſh to be an advocate for the policy 
of his Pruſhan Majeſty ; but he cenſidered the late act of the 
Court of Berlin, the moſt juſtifiable of any that had diſtin- 
guiſhed the character of its cabinet ſince the commencement 
of the war. He aſked whether it was fair in the Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Windham) to vilify, as he did, the conduct 
of the Grand Duke of Tuſcany ? The Duke remained neuter, 
1 0 to the commencement of hoſtilities by his Britiſh _ 
ajeſty, and at that time, and while we were the weakeſt in 
the Mediterranean, that neutrality was approved by this Go- 
vernment; but after that period, it was held criminal in this 
perſonage to maintain a pacific conduct. Was it then fair or 
decent in the Hon, Gentleman, to ſay that he ſtole out of 
the war, when he had always manifeſted the moſt pacific diſ- 
polition ? But was the Grand Duke the only example of that 
ſort? Saxony, Naples, and other powers, would certainly 
make peace if they could. What did the Gentleman oppoſite 


to him calculate of the general ſeceſſion that was likely to . 
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place at the preſent time? Ought it not to be a ſtimulus to 
this country to come to the propoſed recognition of the French 
republic? And here, he ſaid, he could not avoid noticing the 
triumphant arguments of miniſters, namely, that a recog- 
nition of the republic would be a tacit acknowledgment of 
French principles —of liberty and equality, and of anarchy. 
Did the Right Hon. Gentleman go into the war on behalf of 
our allies ?—if the allies have made the acknowledgment we 
ſo much deprecated, why do we heſitate ? He would not in- 
{iſt on the conduct of Pruſſia—an ally now no more to us; 
for, te, mortuis nil niſi bonum. The Hon. Gentleman thought 
that France would not be averſe to make peace with this coun- 
try, but he urged as a reaſon for our not negotiating, the hoſ- 
tile intention diſplayed in the courſe of the war by them.— 
| Surely this was a childiſh argument: Were the French to ſhew 
the moſt pacific diſpoſition to England, at a time that England 
was enforcing againſt them the moſt hoſtile meaſures? The 
Hon. Gentleman confeſſed himſelf. no way encouraged by the 
King of Pruſſia in his preſent change of conduct; but ſurely 
his treating with the French was at leaſt a conſideration worthy 
the attention of miniſters, whether or not they might not find 
the French Convention capable (as well as he does) of main- 


taining the relations of peace and amity; or again, whether 


his ſeparation from the confederacy and acceſhon to the French 
is not a ſerious affair. With regard to the pacihc conduct of 
the Duke of Tuſcany, he could ſpeak from information that he 
could depend on, it was likely to produce the happieſt con- 
ſequences; never were ſubjects more grateful to their prince, 


for any political act, than the ſubjects of the Duke of 'Tuſca- 
ny, for the peace with France; it united his people to him, 


it endeared him to his people. With regard to Holland, it had 
been aſked, what had Holland gained by her diſpoſition to ne- 
gotiate early in the war? What, he would aſk, had Holland gain- 
ed by obſerving the line pointed out to it by this country—the 
line of obſtinacy purſued by this country at preſent ? The 


ſpectacle of the retreat of the Britiſh troops through her pro- 


rinces, and the neceſſity of being obliged to make a peace 
with a French army in poſſeſſion of their country. Had the 
Dutch negotiated in the beginning, they might have made bet- 
ter terms: But dragged into the war, and continued in it, forely 
againſt their will, by this country, they were forced to take 
t1e conditions of the conquęrors; and now they look upon us 


their former allies) to have been their enemies; and they are 


10 us open enemies. With regard to the arguments of the 
Hon. Gentleman of the military character of this country, he 
as freely allowed it, but not in the ſame way. He denied the 


officers 


vatcrence that had been drawn from it. The bravery of the 
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3 woopral ts PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Com 
officers and ſoldiers was conſpicuous, but the glory of the 


country (if the contraſt was made with former times) was 


greatly diminiſhed. Much had been urged by miniſters, that 


the downfal of the ſyſtem of terror would be the rife and ad- 


vantage of the enemies of the French. The ſyſtem of terror 
was deſtroyed on the 27th of July laſt, and was it not at that 


time, when this ſyſtem of terror was cruſhed, that the armies 


of the alties (and of this country in particular) were obliged 
to make a moſt precipitate and inglorious retreat? Was it not 
fince a relaxation had taken place, from this horrible ſyf- 
tem, that the French conquered Holland, that they puſhed their 


conqueſts beyond the Rhine, and penetrated into Spain? Mr. 
Fox adverted to the Welt India iſlands; and aſked, were the 


few places we were able to keep equal at all to the loſſes? Was 


it likely that we could maintain our ſtrength in that quarter; 


and were not our own colonies endangered? The Hon. 
Gentleman had faid much of the uncertainty of report; but if 
the Houſe were ſitting at the death of Robeſpierre, what 


would have been'the arguments of miniſters on this head ? 


Would they not have propheſied the total fall of the French 
ſyſtem from it? But what was the caſe? Whether Gentlemen 
Jooked to the revolt in La Vendez—in Lyons, Marſeilles, &c. 
the events of April laſt, or the reports of laſt week from Paris, 
nothing certain, nothing promiſing could be hoped as a conſe- 


quence. Whether a Robeſpierre, a Briſſot, or a Tallien rule, it 
mattered little to England. Better for Adminiſtration to conduct 


their own affairs well, than to found their hopes of ſucceſs upon 


the fluctuating and evaneſcent parties of France. There were, 
he obſerved, two modes of argument which were the faireſt 
in the preſent caſe. In the firſt place, he would argue, à pri- 
cri, that a ſuſpicion in the public mind, againſt the executive 
government of a country, was the moſt dangerous that could 
exiſt. Such was the caſe of France, when it was ſaid that the 


French king had connected himſelf with the enemies of the 


republic. This gave them a diſpoſition for cruelty, and pro- 
duced all the horrid ſcenes that ſince have been there acted. 


Again, after the 10th of Auguſt, and all the maſſacres that took 
place, which were thought the molt favourable circumſtances 
for an invaſion of that country z what was the conſequence of 


all this proſperous appearance? Did it not give riſe to the ſyſtem 
of terror, and did not the Duke of Brunſwick retire in preci 


pitation ? The confederacy, he obferved, was a combination 


that would go down to poſterity with hatred and execration, 


and hold out to future ages the Princes of Europe as the worſt 


deſpots that had ever curſed mankind He was accuſed of 


having approved of the French revolution, as if, by neceſſary 


conſequence, he had approved of the cruelties of which it had 


been 


Mas 2%) WOODFALL'S. PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 354 
been made the pretext. He approved of overturning the deſ- 
potiſm of the Bourbons, which had long been the oppreſſion 
of France and the diſquiet of Europe; and of the principles 
upon which that was done, he did not fear to ſay that not only 
he, but thoſe who brought the charge againſt him, did and 
muſt approve. He approved of the reſiſtance made by the 
Parliament in 1645 to Charles I.; of the conduct even of 
Cromwell, in the firſt inſtance ; but although it was impoſſible 
to compare that great man with the men who had raiſed 
themſelves to power in the French revolution, was it to be in- 
ferred that he approved of Cromwell's uſurpation any more 
than of their cruelties ? He had never ſaid that the French, 


if left to themſelves, would deſtroy one another; but this he 


had ſaid, that if there was any proſpect of reſtoring royalty in 
France, whether or not that was now an adviſeable thing, he 
would not then argue, 'it muſt be when the French were left 


to decide for themſelves. What was the period in which par- 


ties in France were abandoning themſelves to domeſtic con- 
teſts? Was it when the Duke of Brunſwick was on the plains 
of Champagne? Was it when the allies were in the plains ef 
Cambray ? No ! it was when every foreign enemy was removed 
to a great diſtance, and their arms were triumphant on every 
part of their frontier. When the allies talked of giving them 
2 conſtitution, royalty had the odium of being ſuppoſed to 
aid the foreign enemy; when they had no foreign enemy that 
would be done away. The French revolution, he obſerved, 
was cauſed by the raſh and baſe behaviour of the Houſe of 
Bourbon; and he never was aſhamed to pronounce this fall of 
defpotiſm as a deſirable—a glorious æra. The old government 
of France was oppreſſive to its own ſubjects, and infidious 
and dangerous to all the ſtates of Europe. What are the 
hopes entertained by miniſters at preſent ? What uſe did they 
make of the advantages of war when in their hands—when 


they were within one hundred miles of Paris—when they had 


taken Valenciennes? When La Vendée was in commotion, did 
the royaliſts get aſſiſtance? No—all theſe favourable matters 
were ſuffered to eſcape, and now with all the conqueſts and 
acquiſitions of the French, the Houſe was told, that there were 
hopes. The Hon. Gentleman had faſtened on an argument 
that made againſt himſelf. He aſked, did they wiſh to give 
France a conſtitution ? 5 | 
Mr. Fox defired Gentlemen to conſider all the proclama- 
tions of officers, and his Majeſty's declarations coupled with 
them. They would find that a conſtitution was meant to be 
giren to France, and that conſtitution their old deſpotiſm, and 
the reſtoration of the emigrants to their rank and property. 
Vor, III. e His 
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His own argument on that head had always been, that no one 
ſtate had a right to model the internal polity of another: 
Were that the caſe, there muſt be two contrary inconſiſtent 
rights. He alluded to our conduct to Holland: It was urged 
that we went into the war to fave Holland—of the Quixotic 
idea of going to war for the preſervation of others he ſhould 
not fay any ! but he could not think it was real chivalry 
to ſave the Dutch againſt their will. The effect ſhewed our 
cauſe to be not only bad, but fooliſh in the extreme. Could 
any one hope that Holland would be recovered? Or did we 
continue hoſtilities for the ſake of Spain, &c.? He had pur- 
poſely omitted one ally, the Emprefs of Ruſſia: It was ſtated 


that ſhe was a new one. This, however, he denied: It was 


true, that in point of performance ſhe might be called new; 
but in point of date, ſhe was a profeſſed ally to this country 
in 1793. And had ſhe an advocate in the Houſe, ſhe might 
fay, I eradicated, I deſtroyed for you the very ſeeds of ſa- 


| cobin principles in Poland.“ France now was recognized 


by all the neutral powers, by moſt of the belligerent powers ; 
and yet England refuſes a recognition. This, he contended, 
was in effect preventing Europe and the world from enjoying 
the bleſſings of peace and ſociety. He believed that there 
was leſs diſaffection in England than in any other country; 
but he obſerved that every day of war was paving a broader 


way to diſaffection. Was the country to be burdened by un- 


precedented taxation becauſe of their loyalty ? He feared 
the effect which the advantage taken of the faithful attach- 
ment of the people might at laſt have on them: It muſt 
make them believe that they had no intereſt in the Govern- 
ment; and hence render them indifferent to its duration, or 
wiſh its diſſolution, 8 | | 
The Hon. Gentleman had made much uſe of the name 
Jacobin : But miniſters wiſhed to faſten this term by way of 
odium on all that wiſhed Parliamentary Reform. Jo that he 
would anſwer, that the mode of treating petitions ſor peace 


in that Houſe, had given the greateſt handle to the partizans 


of Jacobiniſm. He was well informed, that in the north- 
eaſtern parts of England, and eſpecially one place (Norwich) 


_ which the Hon. Gentleman ought to know ſomething of, they 


would not ſend petitions againſt the war, . becauſe they conu- 
dered the deſigns of miniſters the moſt likely to promote and 
effect all that they wiſhed. They argued with themſelves, 
that it was vain to hope a radical reform by. ſending out 


one party and bringing in another; but believed they had 


every thing to hope from the preſent deſperate plans of Ad- 


force 
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force to Parliament, did they deſire him not to uſe his own 
underſtanding, but give himſelf up to the direction of mini- 
try? If this were the caſe, adieu to the freedom and legiſ- 
Jative capacity of that Hauſe. The Hon. Gentleman had al- 
luded to America; did not Gentlemen ſee fimilar features in 


theſe two unfortunate conteſts? There was a loyal party in 


America, as well as La Vendee—the loyaliſts and the royaliſts, 
Mr. Fox obſerved, tallied even to the minuteſt point, and 
hence hopes had been foſtered by miniſters. In the laſt year of 
that war, it was debated, whether or not the American re- 
public ſhould be recognized; and it was urged, that if this 
were done, the ſun of Britain was ſet for ever. Was not 


all this conduct the ſame on both queſtions, the American 


war and the preſent war? 
The old and ſettled enmity of France to this country was, 


Mr. Fox faid, in the old government. But ſuppoſe our pre- 


{ent objects, if fixed objects we had, to be fully attained. 
Suppoſe Louis XVII. ſeated on the throne, and the emigrants 
reſtored, was it to be expected that France would be quiet? 
No. The ſmalleſt knowledge of hiſtory forbad ſuch a ſuppo- 
ſition, Could we, under the reſtored race of the Bourbons, 
expect a better faith? No. The preſent government of 
France, however unſtable it may ſeem, offered more ſecurity 
from the publicity of its councils, than could be expected 
from the dark ſecrecy of any deſpotiſm. In this it bore a 
near relation to the Britiſh conſtitution ; and hence a reaſon 
aroſe in his mind for liking it. At all events, he contended, 
that there was as much cauſe to hope fidelity from the French 
as from-any of the Princes of Europe. 'The terms of the 
Auſtrian convention, he obſerved, were to be debated the 
next day; and therefore he forbore ſaying any thing on that 
head; but when the Emperor declared his readineſs to nego- 
tiate with France, ought we not to hefitate ? What evil 
could reſult from our recognition of the republic, now that it 
had been recognized by the Emperor? Were we to refuſe mere- 
ly becauſe Holland was at this time in the hands of the French 


republic? Thoſe who had uſed this argument with reſpect 


to the Netherlands, ſhould ſay when that peace was to be ex- 
pected, which muſt be preceded by the re-conqueſt of thoſe 


countries. He would quote the ſentiment of Mr. Burke in 


the caſe of America“ T ry peace and conciliation, and if 
that fail, then purſue war.” The evils of war we had felt; 


the evils of peace were only matter of ſome men's ſpecula- 


tion; was it fit then to advance ſpeculation againſt expe- 
rience ? | 1 | n | 
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concluded an able ſpeech by ſaying, that he felt indebted to 


cauſe the oftner the ſubject was diſcuſſed, the more he was 
convinced the war would be diſapproved. He thought that 


the Right Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt in many of the 
points to which he adverted. I impute no blame to my Hon. 


With regard to the removal of miniſters, it was well 
known the Houſe had often interfered in the meaſures of 
Adminiſtration, without making ſuch removal. Mr. Fox 


the Hon, Gentleman who had introduced this motion, be- 


eace and conciliation could never be ſuggeſted too frequent- 
ly, If theſe failed, war was {till within our reach, but the 
latter may be continued until the proffer of conciliation was 
made in vain. „ 5 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, Sir, I ſhall certainly 
endeavour to confine what I have to ſay to the real point un- 
der conſideration, and mult ſtand excuſed if I do not follow 


PIE Y 


Friend who has made this motion, though I lament and de- | 
plore that he has done ſo. He has acted no doubt from the 
fulleſt conviction that he was diſcharging his duty to his con- 
ſtituents and to the Public at large. A great deal has been I 
ſaid this night about Holland being loſt, without taking into q 
conſideration. all the circumſtances that belong to the cafe. It — 9 
is not my buſineſs at preſent, but at any other time I ſhould n 
not be unwilling to diſcuſs, whether it was not of immenſe t 
advantage to Europe in general, that Holland was not added ſc 
to France without a ſtruggle, and which but for the inter- f; 
ference of this country. would have taken place two years ago. e! 
This union, alter a long ſtruggle, unfortunate J admit in the it 
iſſue, has been formed chiefly from that country indulging n. 
unfounded hopes of peace, in a treaty of alliance, which has a 
ended in their having been invaded and conquered ; in their bc 
having ſubmitted, being promiſed protection, and having pe 
been defrauded of four millions of money. Perhaps it may ha 
be better for them in the end, but it is certainly better for the in 
Nate of the world, however unfortunate it may be for the co 
inhabitants of that country, at the preſent moment, that they go 
were united to France after a ſevere and unſucceſsful ſtruggle, us 
and when Holland is no great acquiſition to France, inltead 5 0 
of being added to her, as a great acceſſion, when ſhe was in to 
the zenith of her power. It has been argued this night, that cot 
this country entered upon the preſent juſt and neceſſary war to 
with a great and powerful confederacy in Europe; and I ad- ten 
mit that this confederacy is narrowed and diminiſhed. But! ſtat 
would aſk, whether in diſcuſſing the queſtion of peace and and 
war, we have not furniſhed them with grounds to argue ors 55 
e | e len Cay 


4 
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which it is impoſſible they could have had without the exiſt- 1 
ence of that confederacy? To look for negotiation at the Wi. 
preſent moment 1s premature, though I look to it at no re- 1 
mote period. I have no objection, were it connected with Wt 
this buſineſs, to follow my Hon. Friend, and the Right Hon. BR 
Gentleman, to the Weſt Indies, to examine the efforts that ' [| 
have been made by this country, and compare them with 1 
choſe made in any former period, from which we ſhould 1 
clearly ſee, whether 2 exertions had ever been made; 1 
and whether the diſtreſſes in that quarter had not been ag- Wi 
 gravated by a great mortality, and other accidental cauſes. _ WT | 
But I come to the queſtion immediately before us. I beg i 78 
icave to conſider what that queſtion is, and I mult ſay, that 1 1 
my Hon. Friend, in making his motion, ſuffered himſelf to 1 
be deceived in the manner of ſtating it; and this pervaded . 
the whole of his argument. His ſtatement was neither more 1 
nor leſs than this: Is a peace on fair and honourable terms 2 
preferable to the continuance of the war? We ſhould not \ "mn 


have been debating here ſo long, if this were the queſtion 
about this there can be no difference of opinion. But the 
queſtion is, whether a peace on fair and honourable terms, 
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which is the end of all war, is more likely to be attained by 1 
negotiation at the preſent moment, than by a continuance of [1 


the war? Are you more likely to arrive at a better and more 
ſecure peace with a reaſonable proſpect of permanency on 
fair and honourable terms, by a continuance of the war with 
energy and vigour, till a more favourable- opening preſents 
itſelf, by taking ſome ſtep. or other to encourage and invite 
negotiation ? That is the queſtion which puts away at once 
all the declamations on the advantages of peace, which no- 
body in this country will deny—where the rapid effects of 
peace have healed wounds, infinitely greater. than any we 
have experienced fince the commencement of the preſent war, 
in repairing loſſes far more affecting the proſperity of the 
country than any we have ſuſtained, and which were ſo vi- 
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gorouſly experienced in the interval of a few years, as to make f 
us almoſt forget the calamities of former wars. | 1 
Sir, that being the ſtate of the queſtion, I mean to ſubmit whe 
to the Houſe, that at the preſent moment, perſeverance in the 1 
conteſt is more wiſe and prudent, and more likely in the end I: | 
to effect a ſafe, laſting, and honourable peace, than any at- : 39 
tempt at negotiation. My Learned Friend does not chuſe to . 
late that this country ought to take the firſt ſteps to peace, Wi 
and he claims great merit for his moderation in not going ſo 1 
lar, but only that miniſters ought to receive overtures I beg | 1 
leave to ſubmit, whether this be not only taking the firſt ſtep, Wo 1] 
. i I ut 7 wy. 
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but doing it in the moſt exceptionable manner. Jo ſay it is 
not an overture on our part, if we have received no intima- 
tion whatever from the government of France to treat; to 
fay we ſhall be glad to treat, is what do man living will con- 
tend, Where the overture comes from the Legiſlature of the 
country, it is attended with a degree of publicity which the 
Right Hon. Gentleman admits is one of the merits of our 


conſtitution. But furely this mode of making overtures of 


peace is not the moſt convenient, inaſmuch as it makes 
known the whole terms of peace to the enemy. It leaves 
no will to miniſters to take advantage of any favourable cir- 
cumſtances that may occur. For that reaſon it is that the Le- 
giſlature does not uſually interfere in ſuch tranſactions, as 
the true ſtate of the tranſactions is only fully underſtood by 
a few, and therefore it has been wiſely committed to the Fx- 


ccutive Government. Why has this country, which is fo 


zealous of its rights and liberties, entruſted ſuch prerogatives 
to the Crown? Why 1s the making of peace and war, and 


other prerogatives which form the happineſs of this conſtitu- 


tion, entruited to the King? Becauſe it has been found, 

that the power of Parliament was ſufficient to prevent the 

Royal prerogative from being carried beyond its proper limits. 

I fay the queſtion is then, whether you will ſtep forward, 
and aſſume this power of the Crown at a criſis of peculiar 

delicacy? 1 8 5 | | 

The Right Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laſt was of opinion 

that the French Convention, from the publicity of its proceed- 

ings, bore a nearer reſemblance to the Britiſh conſtitution, than 

the conſtitution of any other country. In this compariſon, 


L truſt, it was not meant to be carried any farther, as if the 
intereſts of this country were to be diſcuſſed in one popular 


aſſembly. I hope the Right Hon. Gentleman is not ſo much 


in love with France. I think the Right Hon. Gentleman 


took up that idea rather haſtily. I am by no means certain, 
nor is it worth while here to examine, whether a deſpotic 
government, or an anarchical republic, like that of France, 
moſt nearly reſembles the conſtitution of Great Britain, which 
is removed at an equal diftance from both extremes. The 
publicity of the proceedings of the French Convention has 
been the ſource of outrage, horror, and diſguſt, to every 
Feeling heart. 'That publicity has been a faithful recorder, 
and an accurate witneſs of the enormity of their proceedings. 
The queſtion is, whether we are to take the firſt ſtep towards 
negotiation, or to go on, truſting to the Executive Govern- 
ment to take the opportunity of the firſt ſavourable moment 
for negotiation, and in the mean time ſtrengthening the hands 
: ; 
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of that government, to perſevere with vigour in the conteſt 
in which we are engaged. We have been told, that although 
this queſtion has been ſeveral times brought forward, 'it has 
never been directly diſpoſed of; it has never been directly 
negatived. I contend that it has in effect been directly ne- 
gatived. For when the motion was made ſome time ago, an 
amendment was made to the motion, ftating, that we were 
reſolved to perſevere in the conteſt, truſting that his Majeſty 
would ſeize the firit favourable opportunity that preſented for 
treating with ſecurity. _ I beg to know, whether that which: 
was done with deliberation, was not negativing the motion. 
Subſequent to that, this queſtion was diſcuſſed again and 
again, and this Houſe on thoſe occaſions came to a refolu- 
tion, that it did not conceive, under the preſent circumſtances 
of the countries, negotiation. was a meaſure expedient to be 
adopted. _ 8 | 

But another queſtion here ariſes. Have the circumſtances 
and ſituation of the country materially altered fince the Jatt 


motion on this ſubject, or ſince my Hon. Friend firſt found 


himſelf an advocate for negotiation? Has the poſture of 
affairs varied ſince that time, ſo as to make negotiation 
more eligible at the preſent moment than it was at any former 
period? I heard my Learned Friend ftate one fact on this 
buſineſs, which no evidence can contradict. I heard him 
with pleaſure ſtate, that the ſituation of France was now to 
weakened and exhauſted, as to make peace with that govern- 
ment, though not ſecure, yet that weakneſs was a conſider- 


able ſecurity. That ſomething more of this ſecurity exiſts at 


the preſent moment, I not only admit, but contend that the 


proſpeCt is improving every day, and that this becomes more 


and more aſcertained ; as I ſhall ſtate before I ft down. 
But is this a reaſon why we ſhould negotiate at this moment ? 
I think not. From facts that are notorions, from things 
known to the world, there is now a general feeling that 
there is, comparatively ſpeaking, a ſenſe of fecurity in the 
country, when compared with the alarming uneaſineſs which 
ſome time ago prevailed. The enemy have not been able to 
avail themſelves of their ſucceſs and acquiitions; nor have 
they acquired ſolid and ſubſtantial ſtrength. The natural 
anxiety of the people of this country has led them to remark 
the progreſs of the decay, decline, and ruin of the enemy, 
as being more rapid than they could have foreſeen. When 
this buſineſs was formerly diſcuſſed, it was ufed as-a very con- 
ſiderable argument againſt negotiation, that from our ſituation 
then, we could not hope to treat with France on terms of 
equality: That our affairs fince the commencement of the 

| | war 
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war were in ſo unfavourable a ſtate, independent of the 
power of France, as an independent nation, to treat, that 


we could not reaſonably hope to obtain terms of equality, or 
any thing fair and honourable. Is not this argument very 
confiderably ſtrengthened at this moment, when you compare 
the ſtate of this country and France? Exhauſted and wearied 
with the addition of 1 own weakneſs, will you give up 
? We ſhould then, like Holland, have 
to confider what indemnity France would expect of us. I 
ſtate this as a practical objection, and wholly independent of 
any queſtion on the ſecurity of negotiation. They conſider 
our ſituation as rendered more fit for negotiation in this way: 
That we have loft our allies, by which we are reduced to 
ſuch a ſtate of weakneſs, that we muſt liſten to peace; and 
now that our allies have deſerted us, it is unneceſſary to ob- 
tain their conſent. We formerly refuſed to treat with France 


becauſe we were farisfied ſhe was unable to maintain that 


peace and amity that ought to prevail among neutral nations. 
Gentlemen have chofen to forget all the arguments uſed with 
regard to acknowledging the republic of France. We refuſed 
to treat with M. Chauvelin after the unfortunate murder of 
Louis XVI. We refuſed to acknowledge a government that 
had been reeking with the blood of their Sovereign. Was 
not that an objection not to acknowledge them at that period? 
The murder of the King preceded but a very few days the 
declaration of war againft this country. | | 

The next argument is, whether you would diſhonour your- 
ſelf by acknowledging a republic that might endanger your own 
independence, and which made a public profeſſion of principles 
which went to deſtroy the independence of every nation of 


Europe? I ſay, I will not acknowledge ſuch a republic. The 


queſtion here is but ſimply whether you will acknowledge fo as 
to treat with it? It is not, nor has it been, ſince the commence- 


ment of the war, the intereſt of England, not from any orc 


circumſtance, but from taking all circumſtances together, to 


_ inftitute a negotiation with the ruling powers now exiſting in 


France. %%% 8 | | | 

As to the declaration of the Emperor to the Diet, if it is 
authentic, that he ſhould be happy to enter into a negotiation 
for peace, I beg leave to ſay, this declaration muſt be ſuppoſed 


to bind the Emperor in no other capacity than as head of the 


Empire; and I am ſure they cannot, and will not ſtate that 
that precludes him, as Duke of Auſtria, or King of Bohemia, 


from performing any agreement he may chuſe to enter into, 


on his own ſeparate account, in thoſe capacities. As the head 


of the Empire, he might, from the preſent ſituation of that 


| country, 


„ = Oo... 
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country, think it wiſe and expedient to go beyond the line he 
may chalk out to himſelf as a Sovereign Prince and King, as 
King of Bohemia and Archduke of Auſtria, There may be 
circumſtances to induce him, as the head of the Empire, to wiſh 


to open a negotiation with France, rather than run the riſk 


of a ſeparate negotiation, through the medium of the King 
of Pruſſia, contrary to the conſtitution of the Germanic body 
and if that negotiation. ſhould actually be entered into, the 
ſeparate troops which the Emperor, as King of Bohemia and 
Archduke of Auſtria, would be equal to theſe, added to the 

troops of the Empire, if it were neceſſary to cover Germany, 
One of the next points relied upon, and imputed as blame to 
miniſters, was the circumſtance of the war in La Vendee- and 
with the Chouans being at an end. I do not ſee how that cir- 
cumſtance can attach any blame to Government, Jt has been 
{tated, that the inhabitants of La Vendee have ſubmitted to 
the French republic. Whoever has converſed with gentlemen 
coming from France, has been made acquainted with the ſitua- 
tion of the inhabitants of La Vendée and the Chouans, as 
well as from the Paris newſpapers. They will do well to con- 
ſider, whether the French government can have any degree of 
confidence, that they can reap the leaſt 2dvantage from that 
union. The advantages of the peace in that quarter have been 
entirely in favour of La Vendẽe and Britanny, and not of the re- 
public; the inhabitants have gained by the treaty, and loft 
nothing. The republic has no right to any acceſſion of 
ſtrength from this diſtrict of the kingdom. Were they ſubject 
to requiſitions ? or did they furniſh recruits for the army? or 
did they increaſe the treaſure of the country? By the articles 


of their ſubmiſſion to the laws of the republic, if they are re- 


ported truly, they are in fact an independent government, 
from which what are called Patriots are excluded, The ftate 
of La Vendee was directly the reverſe of that of Holland; and 
if that country was not an acceſſion of ſtrength to the repub- 
lic; is it not a confeſſion of the weakneſs of the government, 


that they found themſelves under che neceſſity, notwithſtand- 


ing all their ſplendid ſucceſs, to enter into ſuch a treaty as 
a Sovereign would never have entered into but from nes 
ceſſity? | otters rrtey | 

There is another circumſtance which has been relied upon, 
and which IL muſt not paſs over in filence. Among other 
events of the day, we fee that Holland and France have enter- 
od into an alliance; and that Holland is to furniſh France with 


twelve ſhips of the line, and eighteen frigates. The preſens 


ate of Holland makes that circumſtance more favourable for 
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this country than we had reaſon to expect it would have been 
when Holland was over-run by the French. © 

The queſtion is, whether the ſtate of France is not ſo weak; 
whether the diſtractions and diſturbances of the country, and 
the diſcontents of the people, are not ſo great, as are likely to 


lead to ſome change or new order of things, more favourable 


than any that has hitherto appeared, „ Lone voy 

' Firſt, as to the weakneſs of France. We have been told 
by the Right Hon. Gentleman that there was no appearance 
in France of the relaxation of its efforts; that the reign of 
terror ended with the month of July laſtz and ſubſequent to 
that period they have been as ſucceſsful as ever, But ſurely it 
is not very wonderful if the operations of that great and ex- 
traordinary machine had wound up the whole of that exten- 


tive empire, by all the men who were put in a ſtate of requi- 


ſition, and by all the meretricious treaſure that was amaſſed; 
if ſo many cauſes, operating ſo long, the effects were not o 
ceaſe as immediately as the cauſes. The effects in their ope- 
ration ſurvive the cauſes; but have the French acquired freſh 
vigour ? Whoever has taken any pains to look at the number 
and efforts of their armies, and ſtate of the proviſions and ma- 


gazines, and attends to the manner in which requiſitions have 
been carried on; whoever reads the accounts the Members of 


the Convention give of themſelves; whoever reads their 
ſpeeches; whoever truſts to their own account of themſelves; 
theſe all proye that the vigour and exertion of that country 
have been evidently diminiſhing. 8 5 „ 
In the next place, look at the ſtate of their aſſignats, which 
for a long tim< has been the ſubject of a great deal of anxious 
attention to the Convention. They have been employed al- 


moſt in a perpetual conteſt about two things, to make a con- 


ititution, and to raiſe their credit, by preventing an unlimited 


number ol aſſignats entering into circulation. They there- 


fore paſſed a decree to withdraw a certain number of them to 
raiſe their credit. The nominal value of aſſignats was only 25). 
per cent. At preſent they are ſomewhat leſs than 51. per 
cent. Their expenditure is incredible; laſt month it amount» 


ed to twenty-feven millions ſterling, which is more than 13 


wanted by Great Britain in the courſe of a year. This ex- 


_ pence amounts to three hundred and twenty-four millions 


fta ing per annum. which exceeds the whole national debt of 
Great Britain. The commerce of that country is totally ex- 
tinzuithed, and a portion of bankruptey mixes itſelf with every 
tranſaction. CFC „„ 


The 
14 
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The next article is the price of proviſions, reſpecting which 
I have received a great deal of authentic information, within 
theſe few days, indeed I may fay within theſe few hours; and 
the price of proviſions is ſo very high, and - ſcarcity pre- 
yails to ſuch a degree, as mult ſtop all great and extenſive ope- 
rations. | þ | e A ; 
In the next place, I doubt very much whether the provi- 
ſions for the French army and navy will in future be ſo regu- 
_ larly ſupplied as they formerly have been. I have accounts of 
proviſions being relanded from on board ſome of the ſhips at 
Breſt; and the city of Paris has been ſupplied by pittances 
from the army on the Rhine. Expreſſions of diſcontent are 
not confined: to individuals, but are general, and ſuch as come BD 
home to the door of every individual in France, What will 
be the effect of this complicated prefſure, how long it may be 
continued, or what order of things may ultimately riſe out of 1 
it, I ſhall not pretend to ſay. But I think it may produce, and | WE 
probably at no great diſtance of time, ſome new order of 1:86 
things, more friendly to a general pacification, and to a regular #00 
intercourſe with the other eſtabliſhed powers of Europe. 1 
Such is the genuine proſpect for all the countries of Europe, | 1 
for an order of things more ſatisfactory than we have ſeen at 
any former period. It is owing to your perſeverance in forcing 
them, and to which they are unequal, that they would willingly 
accept of peace. Becauſe you have that in your power at 
this moment, you are by no means certain that a ſafe and ho- 
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nourable peace could be obtained. That is, at this moment, 4 
premature; a continuance of your perſeverance ſome time 1 

longer, will in all probability produce that happy effect. 1 
Compare the ſituation and reſources of this country, feeling 1 
for the burdens of the country, which muſt be felt by the 1508 
poor and induſtrious to a certain extent, and deploring their 1 
neceſſity, as they muſt obſtruct the increaſing wealth of the 118 
country. Look alſo at the manufactures and trade and reve- 38 
nue, and compare it with the expence of the war. Compare 1 
the annual expenditure of twenty or twenty-five millions ſter- = 
ling, to the enormous ſum of twenty-ſeven millions ſteriing 1 
per month, or three hundred and twenty-four millions per an- 1 
num, the ſum yearly expended by France. After you have 8} 
made theſe compariſons, tell me whether you will lay aſide TY 

„ v : * * - * - 4 4 

pour exertions, under the peculiar circumſtances in which you f ; 
are now placed. You have laid on taxes „ in their 1 i ; 
amount, but at the ſame time have the ſatisfaction to know IF 
that they are borne by the inhabitants of this country without 1 
any j ; | 5 vided therefore with WE: 

y material ſevere preſſure. —You are provided therefore wit 1 
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the moſt ample and liberal ſupplies for the prefent campaign, 
But is that the caſe with France? No. Every month, every 
week, is an additional ftrain of the new machine, and they 
are not provided with any of that enormous expence which 
I have mentioned, but muſt raiſe it all by forced means, by 
requiſitions, by robbery, and plander. 5 
have treſpaſſed too long on the patience of the Houſe, I 
conclude by obſerving again, that I have to hope for a more 
favourable order of things, and I have no reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with any attempt at negotiation at this moment: But by a vi- 
gorous profecution of the war for a ſhort time longer, we have 
every reaſonable proſpect that we ſhall be able to procure for 
ourſelves a ſolid, permanent, and honourable peace. 
Mr. Wilberforce obſerved, that at fo very late an hour he 
would not detain the Houſe long in availing himſelf of the 
privilege of a reply, eſpecially as he ſhould have other oppor- 
tunities of expreſſing his ſentiments on the important ſubject 
under diſcuſſion. The Houſe would feel however, that it was 
incumbent on him to take ſome notice of the perſonal attack 
which had been made on him by a Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Windham). After ſome animadverſions and ſtrictures 
on both the matter and manner of what had fallen from him, 
Mr. Wilberforce aſſerted and vindicated his right, or rather the 
indifpenſible obligation under which he lay, to obey the dictates 
of his own underſtanding. The high opinion he entertained 
of his Right Hon. Friend's (Mr. Pitt's) integrity, (and of no 
political man's integrity did he think ſo highly), the reſpe& he 
felt for his Right Hon. Friend's. underſtanding (and for no 
man's underſtanding did he feel more reſpect), ought certainly 
to have great weight with him in the making up of his opi- 
nion: But when allowing to theſe their due proportion of in- 
fluence 1 he need hardly ſay he ſhould be diſpoſed to al- 
ſign to them rather more than leſs than their ſhare), and after 
carefully ſurveying, and cloſely ſcrutinizing, and coolly, and 
gravely, and repeatedly weighing all the circumſtances: of the 
_ Eaſe, his deliberate judgment was at length formed; that 
judgment, whatever it might be, he was abſolutely bound to 
follow. Fe was ſent thither by his conſtituents, not for the gra- 
tification of his private feelings, but for the diſcharge of a 
great political truſt; and for the faithful adminiſtration of the 
power they had veſted in him, he was reſponſible to God and 
to his country. The truth for which he was contending was 
ſo clear an one, that he could not but believe the Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Windham) would in a cooler moment be 
ready to retract what he had advanced in derogation of * 5 
Wag | TL N e ie 
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Much the ſame conſiderations had been preſſed on the Houſe 
that night in oppoſition to his motion as had been urged in 
former diſcuſſions. The diſtracted and exhauſted ſtate of 
France had been again chiefly dwelt on as a ground for tlie 
continuance of the war; in reply he would only ſuggeſt what 
he had before detailed at greater length, that a government 
weak and diſtracted at the centre might be energetic and ter- 
tible on its frontiers ; that no ſymptoms of diſaffection had ap- 
peared in the French armies; and that their diſpoſable force 
had been extremely increaſed by the ſuppreſſion of their in- 
ternal diſcontents, and their having been able to draw off ſome 
powerful members of the conſederacy ; That our enemy had 


no trade to protect, no colonies to defend; that on the other 
hand we who had nothing to get, had every thing to loſe. No 


man would deny the danger of the utter ruin of our valuable 
poſſeſſions in the Welt Indies. Our allies were gradually leaving 
us, and there was ſcarce an opening for us by which to make 
an impreſſion on France. All the objects for which we origin- 
ally carried on the war were either gone by, or attained, or 
unattainable. But above all, the relatwe ſtate of this country 
with reſpect to France was now ſach that we might make 
peace with little probability of being again attacked, and with 
the moral certainty whilſt our enemy would be growing weaker 


and weaker from that ftate of anarchy to which peace would 


ouly allow fuller and freer operation, we ſhonld be daily grow- 
ing ſtronger and ſtronger from the cukivation of our natural 
reſources, and a ſpirited and prudent uſe of the various ad- 
vantages we enjoyed. He had done his duty in bringing the 


queſtion forward, and his mind wosld be at eaſe; it was for 
the Houſe to decide, and he ad; ured them to go with unbiaſſed 


minds to the deciſion of a queſtion in which the welfare of 

their country was ſo deeply concerned. | 
The Houſe divided at half paſt one, when the numbers 
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| Lift of the Minority who voted on May 27, 1795, for Mr. Miller 


forces Motion to facilitate the mating of a Peace with France. 


Great Marlow 


Baring, Sir F. Wycombe 
Bankes, Henry Corff Caſtle. 
Barham, J. F. Stockbridge 
Barclay, G. _ Bridport 
Baſtard, J. P. Devon County 


Browne, J. F. Dortet County 
Bullock, John Eſlex County 
Bouverie, Hon. E. Northampton 
Bouverie, Hon. W. Old Sarum 
Buller, John Exeter 
Thetford 


Byng, George Middleſex Co. 


Clayton, Sir R. Blechingley 


Church, J. B. Wendover 
Colhoun, W. Bedford 
Coke, D. D. Nottingham 


Carliſle 
Cheſter Co. 


Curwen, J. C. 


Crewe, John 


Davers, Sir C. Bury St. Edm. 
Umſdale, Baron Hertford 


Dolven, Sir W. Oxtord Univerſity | 


Featherſton, Sir H. Portſmouth 
Fuikes, Sir M. B. Lynn 
Fitzpatrick, Gen. Taviſtock 
Fl-icher, Sir II. Cumberland Co. 
Fox, Rt. Hon. C. J. Weſtminſter - 


Francis, P. Blechingley 
Grey, Charles No thumberland 
County 


Gaſcoigne, Sir T. Arundel | 
Hare, James KRnareſborovgh 


- Harcourt, John IIcheſter 


Hathed, N. B. Lymington 
Hill, Sir R. Salop Co. 
Howard, H. Arundel 
Huffey, W. New Sarum 


Jekyll, Joſeph Calne 


| | Wight 
Kempe, F. Lewes 
Knight, R. P. Ludlow 


Lambton, W. II. Durham 


TELLERS, 


Henry Bankes 


Yarmouth, Ifle of. 


| Tarleton, Gen. Liverpool 


Thornton, H. 


| 


| 


| Langſton, John Bridgewater 


Lemon, Sir W. Cornwall Co. | 


Long, Samuel U1lcheſter | 
Ludlow, Earl 1 Co. 
Lechmere, Edw, Worceſter 


Martin, James "Tewkſbury 


| Mainwaring, W. Middleſex Co. 


Maitland, Hon. T. Jedburgh, &c. 


M“ Leod, Gen. N. Inverneſs Co. 


Mikner, Sir W. Vork 
Milnes, R. 8. Ditto 
Milbanke, R. Durham Co. 
Moſtyn, Sir R. Flint Co 


North, Dudley Great Grimſby 


Pierſe, Henry Northallerton 


Philips, J. G. Caerwarthen Co, 


Plumer, W. Hertford Co. 
lett, Totneſs 


Portman, H. B. Wells 


Rawdon, Hon. J. Appleby 


| Ridley, Sir M. W. Newcaſtle 


Ruſſel, Lord J. Taviſtock 
Ruſſel, Lord W. Surry Co. 
Shuckburgh, Sir 5 
George Warwick Co. 
Smith, Gen, Wareham 
Spencer, Lord R. Ditto 


Smith, W. Camelford | 
Sturt, Charles Bridport 


St. And. St. John Bedtord Co. : 
Taylor, M. A. Poole 


Colcheſter 
Scuthwark 
Thorold, Sir J. Lincoln Co. 


Thornton, R. 


{Vyner, Re  Thirk 


Vyner, R. jun. Lincoln Co. 


Weſtern, C. C. Malden 


Whitbread, S. jun. Bedford 
Winnington, Sir | 
Edward Droitwith 
Wilbraham, R. Bodmyn 
Wilberforce, W. York Co. 


| Wynne, R. W.. Denbigh Co. 


J 


Wyndham, Hon. 


Joſeph Jeky 1 
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HOUSE OP LORDS. 
5 _  Tavnspar, May 28. 
Lord Hay deferred 'till to-morrow ſe'nnight, his intended 
motion on a ſtanding Order of the Houſe, on account of the 


indiſpoſition of Lord Thurlow. 
Adjourned to Monday next, | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuns pax, May 28. 

A motion was made that the Order of the Day for calling 
over the Houſe be diſcharged, and a new order made for call- 
ing it over on Friday ſe'nnight. Several Members were for 
diſcharging the order without making a new one; and on a 
diviſion the order for calling over the Houſe on Friday ſe'n- 
night was carried by 90 againſt 34, 
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3 PRINCE OF WALES'S DEBTS. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice that on Monday 
next, previous to going into a Committee on the arrangements 
ſor the eſtabliſhment of the Prince of Wales, he ſhould move 
a propoſition by way of inſtruction to the Committee, for 
letting apart a ſum from the income voted for the liquidation 
of the debts. Bs ; 35 | 

Mr. Fox ſtated, that what he wiſhed was, that the income 
ſhauld go on, independently of any other conſideration, and 
chat it ſhould not interfere with the fabject of the debts. From 
the manner in which the Right Hon. Gentleman had opened 
the buſineſs to the Houſe, he had conceived that the income 
was to have been kept ſeparate from the dehts. | 
Mr. Ryder ſaid, the mode by which it was propoſed to get 
rid of one inconvenience, tended to introduce another. Mr. 
Fox had wiſhed to ſeparate the debts from the income, and to 
vote the income firſt. But the Right Hon. Gentleman would 
recolleCt that though the Houſe might be tempted to grant a 
large income, if a part of it were to be appropriated to the 
payment of the debts, yet that they might not be induced to 
grant ſo large an income, if part of it were not to be appro- 
priated to ſuch payment. X26 | | | 


Fs * 


rl 


e 
2 4 
N 
Cn ER 
Sx 
. . 


r 


PEI,” 
N e e 
„ EA ö r = NF E538; 2 n 
8 Ee 


2 + 2 — * - q 
” RE eee Ir 
ah. ** . 
2 27 A 1-06. 


EEC os ry 
Baa 


ELD 
SC 


SOR LY 


W W 
"Sb 


1 


r. Powys ſaid, there appeared to him to be two ſeparate 
oltructions neceffhry, firſt, for the regulation of the expence 
a order to prevent any debts being contracted in future, and 
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ſecondly, for the liquidation of thoſe debts already contracted. 
In one circumſtance he confeſſed that he had experienced 
ſome degree of diſappointment ; he had hoped that the notice 


given of the Bill intended to be brought in would have produced 
_ ſome communication to the Houle, from the illuſtrious Per. 


ſonage molt immediately intereſted in the tranſaction. 
Mr. Grey profeſſed himſelf ſtill of his former opinion, that 


no notice ought to be taken of the debts, and that every ap- 


plication for their payment ſhould be reſiſted. He conſidered 
a poſitive reſuſal as the only anſwer which ought to be given to 


a propoſition for the payment of debts which never ſhould have 


been contracted. To thoſe, however, who thought other. 


wile, he could not help remarking, that the queſtion was un- 
fairly put. It was ſtated, that they were only called upon to 


vote for ſuch a ſum as, abſtractedly conſidered, was adequate 


to the purpoſes of a proper eſtabliſhment for the Prince of 


Wales, while at the ſame time it was ſuggeſted, that they ought 
to vote for the particular ſum, with a view to the portion to 
be annually appropriated for the payment of debts. Let the 


Houſe then be undeceived ; let them not, by this unfair mode 


of blending the queſtion, be led away with the idea, that they 
were only voting a proper eſtabliſhment, while they are in fac: 
called upon for the payment of dehts. If the honour of the 


Royal Family had been confulted, a different proceeding 
would, in his opinion, have been adopted. The miniſter 
_ ſhould, in the firſt inſtance, have come to the Houſe for a 


proper eſtabliſhment, and then an expreſs meſſage might have 
been brought down from his Majeſty, with the conſent of the 


Prince, praying for relief with reſpect to the debts which bad 
been unfortunately contracted. This would have been much 
better than the preſent mode of proceeding, which had the ig- 
nominious appearance of tying down the Prince without his 
. own conſent. The whole of the tranſaction,” however, as it 


ſtood with reſpect to the debts, he mult again ſtate, met with 
Mr. Curques ſaid, that he conſidered the notice that had 
been given by the Right Hon. Gentleman to be perfectly fair. 


He had voted for the larger ſum, meautng ta bring forward 
a a propoſition that the whole of the augmentation, 65,000!. 
- ſhould be applied to the liquidation of the debts, The remain- 


ing 60,000). he ſliould leave the Prince to diſpoſe of as he 


pleaſed, without any limitation as to his not contracting fur- 


ther. He truſted that his Royal Highneſs underſtood roo well 


| the ſenſe of the Houſe with rezpect to the preſent tranſaction, 
to incur the riſk of ſuch a ſtep in future,” If he ſhould, how- 


ever, again pretuite to run in debt, the conſequences might * 
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ſach as it would neither be pleaſant for that Houſe to take, nor 
for him to have taken. e | . | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer remarked, that the preſent 
converſation was not ſtrictly in order. By the mode of pro- 
ceeding which he had adopted, he wiſhed the Houſe to diſcuſs 
firſt, what income ought to be given to the Prince, and next 


what proviſion ſhould be ſet apart out of that i=come, for the 


liquidation of debt. He wiſhed them to diſpoſe of the gene- 


ral queſtion, in order that they might come to the particular 


| iſcuſſion in the Committee. By khe notice which hie had 
given, he did not intend that on Monday next they ſhould 
diſcuſs what appropriation ſhould be made for the payment of 


debt, but only whether there ſhould be any appropriation - 
| at all. | s 


A motion was made; that Mr: Charles Yorke have leave to 
go out of town on public affairs, which was explained to be to 
attend his duty as à field officer. After ſome converſation, in 
which it was ſtated that every regiment had three field officers, 
any one of whom was equivalent to the diſcharge of the ne- 
ceſſary duty, the Houſe divided, ST . CEOS 10 
TFw.or the motion OE 
ERP.” ou rn 7 | | 
A motion was then made, that Captain Berkeley have leave 
to go out of town, being ordered to join his ſhip. The caſe 


of a naval officer being underſtood to be an exception to the 


principle adopted in the former deciſion, the motion, after 

ſome converſation; was agreed to. 8 N 
A motion was made, that no motion be made for Members 

8 go out of town, except between the hours of four and five. 
rdered; i ; | | 


Mr. Secretary Dundas brought down a copy of General 


Myer's afhdavit.—Ordered to be laid on the tabe. 

Mr. Dundas again deferred his India Budget to Monday 
the 8th of June, ſtating at the ſame time, that if any Gentle- 
man had occaſion for that day, he was perfectly ready to 
give it up. | 1 | CS. 

Captain Berkeley moved for leave to bring in a Bill to prevent 
the ſelling of ale without licences.—Granted. ER 


. — 


. IMPERIAL. LOAN. ES 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the Houſe re- 
lolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, on the Con- 
vention between his Majeſty and the Emperor. 8 | 

The Speaker having left the chair, 1 
e Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that important as he 
ielt this meaſure to be, as many of the conſiderations connect- 
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ed with it had been involved in other diſcuſſions, and even in 


that which had laſt taken place, he ſhould not have occaſion to 


trouble the Houſe much at length. It did not occur to him to 
be neceſlary to ſay any thing at preſent as to the-propriety and 
reaſonableneſs of availing ourſelves of every means of aſſiſt- 


ance for the vigorous proſecution of the conteſt in which we 
were engaged, or as to the expediency of ſecuring to ourſelves, 
in the way propoſed by this convention, the co-operation of 


ſo great a military power as the Emperor. The Houſe had al- 
ready decided on thoſe points. They had, however, reſerved 


to themſelves, when the conditions ſhould be laid before them, 
to judge both as to the ſecurity offered for the aſſiſtance, to 
the extent to which it had been ſtipulated, and for the repay- 


ment of the ſums advanced. When the meſſage was originally 


brought down, it was doubtful whether, with a view to a larger 


ſum, {till more extenſive co-operation might not have been re- 


quired than that which was now fixed. The advances that 


had been already made, went to the exceedings above the four 
millions; they amounted to about 5 5, ol. From the gene- 
ral vote of the Houſe on the former occaſion, he collected 
that this ſum would ſufhiciently meet their approbation. Every 


. precaution had been taken that could tend to render the tranſ- 


action ſafe or advantageous to us. As to the ſecurity for re- 
payment, he, ſtated it to be in the firſt place, a general en- 
gagement to pay next, a mortgage on the Emperor's heredi- 
tary revenues, to be recovered according to the laws of that 
country, and a depoſit of actions on the Bank of Vienna. In 
caſe of non-payment, the ſum to be made good by this coun- 


try. But the Committee would carry along with them that we 


were guarantees. for only a half-yearly dividend on the acci- 
dental failure of payment. A conſiderable delay had taken 


place, which had been full of anxiety to thoſe concerned in 
the ſpeculation, as they were obliged to have their money in 
readineſs. Gentlemen on the other fide had formerly ſtated, that 


the tranſaction did not preſent a very advantageous proſpect to 
the ſubſcribers. Fortunately, however, the reverſe was the 
caſe, and he had no doubt that Gentlemen would rejoice in 
the circumſtance, both as a ſymptom of the flouriſhing ſtate 
of public credit, and as it was fair that thoſe who had run the 


riſk ſhould likewiſe reap the advantage of any change that had 


taken place. With reſpect to the ſubſcribers, therefore, he 


mould conſider that the diſcuſſion ſtood preciſely on the ſame 


footing as formerly. He did not conſider it neceſſary for him 
to ſay more, except he ſhould have occaſion to add any thing 
in the way of explanation. He concluded with moving, 


© Relolyed,; 
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C 06 Refolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee, that proviſion 
ſhould be made for guaranteeing the payment of the dividend of 4,600,000). 


provided by the Convention between his Imperial Majeſty and the King of | 


Great Britain, of the 4th of May 1795. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſhould not on the preſent occaſion go at 


large into the general arguments on the ſuppoſed policy of the 
ſubje& before the Committee, becauſe there was not that 
attendance which he thought the matter demanded. It was 
therefore exceedingly probable that he ſhould call the atten- 
tion of the Houſe to it at a future period, if he ſhould find it 
attended to in the manner which a thing ſo very ſerious and 
extraordinary in his opinion deſerved; however, he could not 
help making ſome obſervations upon it then, | 
When this bufineſs was before the Houſe on a former day, 
they were told that four millions were to be granted to the 
Emperor on condition of his providing two hundred thouſand 
men for the common -cauſe, as it was termed ; but that if he 
ſhould provide a larger army, it was ſaid that there ſhould be 
no objection on our part to granting him the fum of fix mil- 


lions; and it was ſaid, that the Emperor had received fome 


of this money in part of the whole loan; and at that time it 
was not known how the propoſals from London would be ac- 
cepted at Vienna. The fact had at length turned out, that he 
was to receive four millions fix hundred thouſand pounds over 
and above the fums which had been already advanced to him. 
What was the conſequence of this? Did the Emperor under- 
take to furniſh more than the two hundred thouſand men? 
No ſuch thing; and it appeared that the Emperor had never 
agreed to what had been ſtated to the Houſe by the miniſter. 
Perhaps it was not criminal on the part of our Government to 
advance the money which the Emperor had actually received; 
but he was ſure that the Houſe of Commons ought to have 
more and better information than the miniſter had been 
pleaſed to give them, before they agreed to, a propoſition 
which was both dangerous and alarming. There was a 
rumour that this faithful ally of ours had acted in a manner 
not very conſiſtent with the character which had been given 
him ; if this be true, we were about to proceed upon very im- 
portant buſineſs indeed, without the leaſt ſecurity that we 
ſhould not be deceived: . It had been ſaid, that when the 
Britiſh and the allied armies were in a fituation of the greateſt 
_ peril, and when a delay of only twenty-four hours of the 
Auſtrians would have been eſſential, that delay had been re- 
iuſed by his Imperial Majeſty ; and the filence of the miniſter 
upon that ſubject made Mr. Fox think that tlis rumour was 


134 well | 


tk 


88 
e 
: I 
> $17 
314 E208 
+=& 
A "© 
$7 2 
E F 2 
1 
* 17 
þ $ PLE 
Ste” . 
5:4 3 
2 * ** x4 g 
N 
% ay 
_ 34 
1 
7 1 - Y 7 
MN "Iſh 7 4 ” 
., FE 30 
$358 
1 
e 
12 $ 
4d g A: A 3 
1 3 
1 2 
4 4 As. 
„ 
Rx (>. 
8 * 
a a 
ny 25 3 
ESC 
x » 43 
, p 5% 
F £3 +ÞF 
* 28 
HT) 
ag 1 
F 
": = 7 
1 
* B , 3 
8 
1 
„ 
7. 
1 
* 1 
_ J 1 
_ 
* . 
Is 1 ** 
3s = 3 
Cy [4 _ 
1 4 
$8 38 
-:: HY t 
_  * 
4 +4 5 
a 4 L 2. 
_ 68 
N 4 4 . 
1 - 
if - We. 
1 
7 8 . 
1 11 
+ 83 1 
1 
15 1 
9 
4 1 
„ 
+ - 107 
FF $20 
it : % l 
* . 
1 
= 
N 
+ &8 = : 
1 %% * ” 3 
— . 
—_ 
12 
—— 
i 1 > 
T6 = 
Wy > 1 
is » ®» 0 
F< Lok 
TIE 
- 
2 * 2 
2 1 
1 3% 3 
13 
1 »S: 
+44 oy 
r T2309 
1 
+ 7 F * 
189 
1 
< 6% 
423 WM 
« 4 
oF 
q - 
þ $4 
EC 
:F £ = 
_— - 
© 4 N 
7 * 
i 
x 4 
Y 
8 
v3 
ph 
- 8 
1 
e 
84 | 
1 Fr 
1 
5 
A l 
+ * 
» >B 2 Lay 
"43 F* 
2 2 
7 1 . 
- "> * 
17 — 
e 
7 F 2 
XZ # 
36 
9 bn ** 
„ 
+» A 
A * 
: 5 = 
7 45 
4 
— + 
3 
Ws * 
5 8 
+: 3 Bs 
_ 5 
+ 1 
1 J 
2 
51 
= +» 
3b 
1 2 
* 
{A 
- = - 
.— * 
2 — 
y : 
Wo... * 
7 "> 
8 
£38 
4] 
W * 
* 
4 
* 
+= 
$ 
. £ 
2 4 
+ is 
; = \ 
4 
* 
2 F % 
W— 45 5 
1 1 
1 , 
1 
be 2 (4 
»\ 8 
2 
© $A 
— IS 5 
2 
> F 
92 
—— 44 . 
+Þ 
baſe: © 
5. 8 
2.8 
bY” : 
KN 
RS 4 
Ph * 
* % 4 
mo * 
> , 1 
3 K 
2 1 
5 
i 
„* 
f 
1 19 
* 
SY ET 


* 
1 Wo, „ . 
nne 
2 Wipe O51, 
. 


372  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, cou, 
well founded. We had continued to pay the Emperor one 
hundred thouſand pounds a month after he had deſerted us. 
When an inquiry was propoſed to be made into this buſineſs, 
they were told there were ſome difficulties in the way of an 
explanation, He would aſk, was that an anſwer to a Houſe 
of Commons called upon to vote away by millions the public 
money ? It was objected to by many, and by him particularly, 
on the diſcuſſion of the Pruſſian treaty, that we ſhould pay 
our money in ſuch large ſums without having an opportunity 
of knowing correctly how former engagements had been ful- 
filled. The Houſe was told they could not have any preciſe 
information, becauſe the regular returns of the operations of 
the armies had not been made. This was, in his opinion, a 
ſcandalous omiſſion. He diſapproyed of the Pruſſian treaty ; 
but that treaty contained an article, by which they were enti- 
tled to call for an account, but which they never knew, be- 
cauſe no inquiry had been inſtituted. In the preſent inſtance 
there was no ſuch power, in point of fact, and yet they had 
been careful to preſerve the appearance of it. If, in one 
month, the Emperor ſhould fail in the performance of his en- 
gagement, they might have correct information, but they had 
no means to prevent that failure, It had been ſtated, that we 
were not anſwerable for the whole amount of the loan, if the 
Emperor ſhould fail; we were anſwerable only for the divi- | 
dends from time to time, as the failure ſhould occur. He 
really thought this curious: He could not help ſmiling at it, 
although he had heard that ignorance is apt to ſmile. He was 
really too ſtupid to ſee the diſtinction between being anſwera- 
ble 5 the whole ſum, and paying for ever the dividends that 
ſhall become due upon it. The diſtinction between that and 
paying a ſum of money he did not comprehend. He wiſhed 
to know upon what our ſecurity reſted with regard to this 
loan. He ſhould be anſwered, no doubt, on the punctuality 
of the payments of the Emperor; upon that he withed for 
; Joe explanation, before the Houſe proceeded further in this 
uſineſs. There were ſome, and he confeſſed he was one of 
that number, who had doubts concerning this punctuality, as 
well as to the faith of the military engagements of his Imperial 
Majeſty ; and theſe were points which required a good deal of 
explanation. Mr. Fox read an extract of a letter from a per- 
ſon at Vienna to his correſpondent here, ſtating that the 
Court of Vienna had come to a reſolution not to pay dividends 
of old loans to any perſons reſident in France; to another re- 
ſolution, not to pay any perſons who had not emigrated from 
France—that was to ſay, the Emperor would not pay, except 
where emigration was proved. Sums of money were due 1. 
N | ye | Vie: 5 5 Aeli 


Mar 283 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 353 


a religious order of men in France, and the Emperor ſaid he 
would not pay them, unleſs they proved they had emigrated 
from France: And by the ſecond reſolution, he had ſaid he 
would not pay them, becauſe they happened to be in the 
_ Auſtrian Netherlands at the time the French over-ran that 
quarter. In anſwer to the miniſter's aſſertion, that we had 
made good uſe to ourſelves of our credit, by the terms of the 
Joan, he obſerved there were two reaſons againſt it: Firſt, it 
was not honourable for the Britiſh Houſe of Commons to ſell 
the intereſt of the public credit; and, ſecondly, if it was to 
be ſold, it ſhould: be ſold for what it was really worth. As 
to the idea that the Emperor intended to keep his engage- 
ments, he hoped he did; but then the Houſe of Commons of 
Great Britain ought to inquire whether he was able as well 
as willing to keep them. e 2 | 
It. was not then the time to go at large into the general 
queſtion of the policy of this loan. But there was another 
point extremely important indeed, and which ought to be at- 
tended to by that Houſe. He ſaw in this convention no ſtipu- 
lation that the Emperor ſhould not make a ſeparate peace. On 
the contrary it was carefully avoided ; and it was to be ob- 
ſerved, that this convention was ſigned at Vienna at the very 
time that the Emperor publiſhed the reſcript to the Diet of 
Ratiſbon, the ſubſtance of which was pretty well known at 
this time. The miniſter inſiſted that this matter was diſcuſſed 
yeſterday, and the deciſion of the Houſe made it neceſſary to 
diſcuſs that buſineſs again. He ſaw it in the direct contrary 
view. What was the queſtion the preceding night? It was 
this : Whether it was wiſe and judicious for one of the con- 
federates againſt France, viz. Great Britain, to negotiate with 
France at this time? What was the determination'of the 
Houſe upon that ſubject? It was—That it would be unwiſe 
in us to do any thing that could tend to weaken the confede- 
racy : A decifion which he by no means applauded, but that 
was the deciſion. And yet it had been that moment propoſed, 
by the reſolution before the Committee, that we ſhould embark 
our credit with one of the Members of that very confederacy, 
who had done the very thing which the deciſion of the Hauſe 
the preceding night pronounced to be fo dangerous. He 
thought the reſcript authentic : Miniſters might think it was 
not authentic. He wiſhed to know, whether it was authentic | 
or not. If it was, we were going to embark with an ally who, 385 
according to the language of the miniſter, and the determina- 1 
tion of the Houſe the preceding night, was going to annul the 
whole plan of our future operations, and for which we were to 
vote away millions of the public money, by weakening _ 
FL. | ; confe- 
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Wu confederacy and ſtrengthening the enemy. If there was 
þ * a doubt on the authenticity of this reſcript (and he con- 
i fefſed, from what he heard the miniſter fay laſt night, he 
. 4 feared there was, a doubt), it was a very alarming thing, and 
1 | ought to be explained immediately; for the Emperor had given 
" us no intelligence upon the ſubject. He certainly had time 
1 enough, for the ſubject of this loan had been under his con- | 
4 Aderation for ſome months. If the Emperor purſued the 
2 principle of this reſcript, and endeavoured to make peace, it 


might be ſaid, that peace might be had immediately for all 
that. He thought ſo too; but then, if France was, as mi- 
niſters ſtated it to be, at its laſt gaſp, that wiſh for peace could 
not be long delayed. Under theſe impreſſions, he hoped tha: 
the Houſe, accuſtomed even as they had been to the inſince- 
rity and falſehood of miniſters throughout the whole progreſs - 
of this war, would fee the neceſſity of an inquiry into the 
conduct of theſe our faithful allies. If peace ſhould be ſoon 
concluded between the French and the Emperor, he wiſhed 
the Houle to reflect that we ſhall have given the whole of 
our four millions fix hundred thouſand pounds abſolutely for 
nothing. A I Ws T 
There had been ſomething ſaid upon the diſtinction be- 
tween the character of the Emperor as ſuch, and that of 
King of Hungary and Bohemia; that, as Emperor, he might 
agree to a peace with France, but as Emperor and King, he 
might purſue the war with vigour. This was perfectly ridi- 
culous; for whenever peace was agreed upon, one of the 
leading articles of the treaty muſt be, that he ſhould not ſuf- 
ter troops deftined againſt France to paſs through any of his 
dominions, and therefore he would forbid ſuch troops from 
going through Bohemia againſt the then friend of the Em- 
peror, viz. France. But he was afraid that all the hopes of 
the majority who ſupported this war, were now in the in- 
fincerity of the Emperor, as to this reſcript. Excluſive of 
the infamy of ſuch a principle, he adviſed the Houſe to be 
cautious in truſting to ſuch a ſecurity, for he knew of no real 
fecurity in the conduct of any man, if that conduct was not 
founded on the principles of fair dealing. What ſecurity had 
we that what the Emperor was doing in London was ſincere, 
and that what he was doing in Vienna was not all duplicity ? 
We ſhould rather think that he would act according towhat 
he ſhould think the intereſt of his dominions. He ſhould like 
to know with what face of fincerity the Emperor could come 
to the Diet with his reſcript in favour of peace, and at the 
ſame moment open a loan with this country for carrying on 
the war. The truth was, the Diet were unacquainted with 
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his determination to accept our loan when he publiſhed this 
reſcript, and by the ſtep which we were about to take, we 
were to become parties to the deluſion ; and whatever were 
the real intentions of the Emperor, this was a duplicity of a 
nature fo deteſtable, that we ought to be aſhamed of being 
parties to it, Having made many other ſtrong obfervations, 
| he concluded with faying he wiſhed to diſcuſs this ſubject at 
a future ſtage, but he thought it his duty to take the ſenſe of 
the Committee upon it even then. 2 : 
Mr. M. Robinſon thought we ought to be very much 

obliged to the Emperor for not taking the whole of our ſix 
millions. Ep 

Mr. Huſſey followed the idea of Mr. Fox, with regard to. 
the loan to the Emperor; we ought either not to have made 
the uſe we did of our credit in the terms we had agreed to, 
or have brought it fairly to ſale. Mr. Huſſey entered upon 
various calculations upon the ſubject, to ſhew the fallacy of 
the miniſter's ſtatements. „„ 6 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhewed that Mr. Huſſey's 
ſaving calculation did not go to the extent mentioned; but 
he thought-that as we got the Emperor money at the fame 
rate at which he had offered to receive it from others, it was 
Juſt that any advantage ariſing from the guarantee ſhould be 
to Great Britain, and not to the Emperor. - _ 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, that if the money was lent to the Em- 
peror to enable him to make the greateſt poſſible exertion in 
common cauſe with us, we ought certainly to have procured. 
it for him upon the. eaſieſt terms, without making any ad- 
vantage of it for ourfelves. This we ought to have done if 
the war were likely to laſt but for one campaign, much more 
when it might probably be continued for two or three. For 
the ſame reaſons we ought not to have ſuffered him to pay 
two hundred and fifty thouſand pounds commiſhon upon it, 
when we might have . procured it for him without that ex- 
pence. It had been hinted, that although the Emperor might 
make peace as head of the Germanic body, he might continue 
the war as King of Hungary and Bohemia. How he was to 
divide his two capacities in ſuch a caſe, it was not very eaſy 
to comprehend. If, as Emperor of Germany, he was con- 
vinced of the neceſſity of reſtoring peace to Europe, it was 
natural to ſuppoſe that he muſt feel the fame; neceſſity as King 
of Hungary and Bohemia. 2 2 | 

Mr. Fenkinſon ſaw no difficulty in the Emperor's negoti- 
ting as head of the Germanic body, and continuing the war 


as Archduke of Auſtria, and King of Hungary and Bo- 


hemia. 
55 Ar. 
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Me. V. Smith ſaid, that if, Gentlemen could perſuade 


OPTIO that the Emperor, who had made war unſucceſſ- 
ully when ſupported by Pruſſia, our army on the Conti- 
nent, Holland, and the ſtates of the Empire, could hope 


for better ſucceſs when reduced to the force of his heredi- 
tary ſtates; they ſaw things in a point of view ſo very differ- 


ent from what he did, as to leave no common principle to 


argue upon. 


6 Fodrell faid, the copy of the bag ror's refeript to oy 
the Diet of Ratiſbon, which he had ſeen, ſtated his readineſs 


to enter into negotiations with the French republic, both as 


Emperor and King, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, this was merely the 
Emperor's uſual ſtyle, and did not at all bind him as King of 


Bohemia. 


Mr. W. Smith ſaid, it was very extraordinary that if the 


French, as had been afferted, were ſo much exhauſted as not 
to be able to continue the war, perhaps for a month longer, 


the Emperor ſhould be ſo ignorant of all this as to deliver ſuch 


_ a reſcript to the Diet. V 
Ur. S. Thornton ſaid a few words, and the Committee 
divided on the reſolution, | 8 5 


VV 
Noes ) 


M ajority 34 


The Report was ordered to be received on Monday, and 
the Houſe adjourned till that day. 3 


7 * 


HOUSE or LORDS. | 
1 5 Mox pax, June 1. 
- The Militia Draft Bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 
Affirmed the interlocutor in the Scots Appeal, Chalmers 


and Roſs. _ | 
_ Adjourned till the next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
4 Mod DAT, June 1. . 0 
Mr. D. Ryder gave notice, that the next day he ſhould 


move for leave to bring in a Bill to grant certain privileges to 


EE © Wool- 
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Woolcombers; great numbers of hbm had been niaterially | 


injured in their trades by the introduction of machines. He 
ſaid, it had been uſual where the introduction of machinery 
in any branch of manufacture which operated for tlie general 
g22d, bore particularly hard on individuals, to grant them 
ſuch relief as the wiſdom of Parliament might think proper. 
The nature and purport of his Bill would be to grant a ſimilar 
privilege to Woolcombers, who had been thrown out of bread” 
by the introduction of machines, as was given to ſoldiers and 
ſailors when diſcharged from their reſpective ſervices z viz. 
that of being entitled to ſet up and follow any trade or call- 
ing, in any City or town, where they have not ferved an ap- 
prenticeſhip, or are not free, without being obliged to remove 
therefrom until they become actually chargeable. 5 
e HAWKERS AND PEDLARS. | 1 
Mr. Leng moved the Order of the Day for the third read. 
ing of the Bill for the regulation of Hawkers and Pedlars.— 
Bill read a third tine. e dap ore Gras 
Colonel Stamley moved a cauſe to be added to the Bill, to 
repeal three clauſes in the Bill, which reſtricted hawkers 
and pedlars from trading in, or nearer to any market-town 
than the diſtance of two miles, except on market and fair 
days. This reſtriction, the Colonel ſaid, was laid upon the 
hawkers and pedlars at the time the ſhop-tax originally took 
place, in order to equalize the fituation of the two defcrip= 
tions of dealers, and to prevent hawkers and pedlars having 
too great an advantage over the ſettled and regular thop- 
keepers, from the operation that tax would have upon them. 


The ſhop-tax having now ceaſed, he thought it was but 


juſtice that the reſtriction which took place on the hawkers 
and pedlars, in conſequence of that tax, ſhould ceafe alſo. 
The hawkers and pedlars were, he faid, an induſtrious and 
valuable body of men, and deſerved the. encouragement of 
Parliament, as they contributed to a wide and extenſive cir- 
culation of the manufactures of the country, and enabled 
people who lived at a diſtance from large towns and cities 
to accommodate themſelves with goods they wanted, at a 
cheaper and more convenient rate than they could poſſibly 


do without their regular viſits. He therefore ſubmitted to 


the conſideration of the Houſe the neceſſity of adopting this 


clauſe, for the purpoſe of doing away the reſtriction com- 


plained of. 
Mr. Long ſeconded the motion; when a ſhort converſation 


took place, in which Mr. Francis, Mr. Hawkins Brown, Mr. 


Vorl 3 C Thornton, 
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373 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Cormont,. | 
Thornton, Mr. M. A. Taylor, and others took part ; after 
which a diviſion enſued, ; V 
N For receiving the clauſſfe 90 


Mr. Dent moved, that there ſhould be laid on the fable + 
copy of the minutes of the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the abuſes of franking in the public offices. — Ordered. 

Mr. Ryder gave notice that he ſhould the next day move 
for leave to bring: in a Bill granting certain relief to Wool- 
: MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCE OF WALES. . 
Mr. Anſtrutber (Solicitor General to his Royal Highneſs 
the Prince of Wales, as Duke of Cornwall) acquainted the 
Houſe,: that the Prince of Wales, while the queſtion relative 
to his eſtabliſhment was under the conſideration of the Houſe 
of Commons, had thought the proper conduct for him to 
obſerve was, to avoid expreſſing any opinion or wiſh upon the 
ſubjeck; fully ſenfible that the liberality and wiſdom of Par- 
lament would make ſuch arrangements, as, ſhould be beſt 
| ſuited to the ſituation of his affairs, the dignity of the Royal 
Family, and the intereſt of the Public. But having under- 
ſtood, that it was the deſire of many reſpeQable perſons that 
his wiſhes and opinions upon the ſubject ſhould be known, 
his Royal Highneſs had authoriſed him to aſſure the Houſe, 
that he is extremely defirous that ſuch regulations may be 
adopted, as to the wiſdom of Parliament ſhall ſeem moſt ex- 
pedient and adviſable, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing order 
and regularity in the expenditure of his income, and to pre- 
vent the incurring of debt in future. And at the ſame time, 
his Royal Highneſs had authoriſed him further to expreſs his 
earneſt deſire, that the Houſe will appropriate ſuch part of the 
income which they may intend to allot to him, to the liqui- 
dation of the debts with which he is embarraſſed, as, under 
all the preſent circumſtances, ſhall ſeem to the wiſdom and 
_ prudence of the Houſe moſt expedient and adviſable ; fully 
ſenſible that however large that appropriation may be, the 
Houſe will be guided ſolely by the conſideration of what ſhall 
appear to them the moſt conducive to his honour, and the 
| Intereſt of the Public. | of: | 1 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that in conſequence 
of the communication which had juſt been made to the Houle, 
ble roſe with ſentiments of much leſs anxiety and much 2 
. e | 3 5 DER - latit» 
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ſatisfaction than he had experienced in any former part of 
this tranſaction. In bringing forward this buſineſs, which 
he had reaſon to hope would have been in itſelf highly ſatiſ- 
factory, but which peculiar circumſtances had rendered ex- 
tremely painful, he had not however been without ſome de- 
gree of conſolation. He had ſatisfaction in contemplating 
the principles which had given riſe to the difficulties attendant 
on the tranſaction. He obſerved with pleaſure, that a Par- 
liament which had never failed in any expreſſion of loyalty to 
their Sovereign, or attachment to his family, which had never 
been wanting in diſcovering a proper ſpirit of Hberality, when 
the occaſion called for it, bad no leſs in the preſent inſtance 
ſhewn a degree of jealouſy, care, and circumſpection, when 
a demand was made upon the pockets of their conſtituents, 
attended with ſome circumſtances which they could not alto- 
gether approve. He had no leſs ſatisfaction in obſerving that 
the Hluſtrious Perſonage himſelf was impreſſed with a juſt 
ſenſe of that line of conduct, which regard to his character 
and ſituation required him to purſue, and he truſted chat the 
Houſe had that day received an earneſt of the future diſpoſi- 
tions of his Royal Highneſs, and of that regard to the wel- 
fare of the people, which would diſtinguiſh him in the ex- 
alted ſituation to which he one day might be called. Under 


that impreſſion, he hoped that there would be little difference 


of opinion as to the propoſition which he ſhould ſubmit to 


the Houſe. The inſtruction which he meant to move went 


preciſely to the two objects to which his Hon. and Learned 
Friend had referred in the communication from his Royal 
Highneſs—the regulation of the expenditure of his houſe- 
hold, 'and the appropriation of part of the income for the 
diſcharge of debt. It was certainly ſatisfactory to the Houſe 
to know that his Royal Highneſs was perfectly diſpoſed to 
concur in whatever arrangements the. wiſdom of Parliament 
might adopt with reſpect to theſe two objects. He hoped, 
that by this communication every difficulty would be conſi- 
derably leſſened, though it might not perhaps be entirely re- 
moved, as ſome Members, however diſpoſed to fupport the 
credit and dignity of the Prince by the grant of à proper 
eſtabliſhment, had expreſſed their opinion that no notice ought 
to be taken of the debts at all. 1 . If | 


The queſtion, he would remark at preſent, was not, what 


part of the income ſhould be appropriated to the payment of 


debt, nor did the inſtruction. he had now to propoſe go ſo 
much as to narrow the amount even of the largeſt ſum that 


had been ſuggeſted for that purpoſe. The only queſtion was, 
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whether the aid of Parliament ought to be given to his Royal 
Highneſs by adopting legiſlative regulations for the diſcharge 
of debts, which it was admitted on all hands ought never to 
have been contracted? Without any retroſpect to the paſt, 
over which he wiſhed to draw a veil, he appealed to the fair 
and candid feelings of the Houſe, whether they could refuſe 
to adopt a meaſure ſo neceflary for the character and credit 
of his Royal Highneſs, ſo intimately connected with his per- 
ſonal comfort and the ſplendour of his rank? Could they 
refuſe to concur with his Royal Highneſs in appropriating a 
large part out of the income allotted him, in order to relieve 
him from the embarraſſment of debts ? The buſineſs appear- 
ed to him to reſt upon ſo. plain a propoſition, and be in itſelf 
fo ſelf-evident, that, reſerving all particular details for future 
diſcuſſion, he truſted that what he had now to propoſe would 
meet the almoſt unanimous concurrence of the Houſe. The 
propoſition only went to give inſtructions to thoſe Gentlemen 
who were to be appointed to prepare the Bill, to make a cer- 
tain appropriation, and to give them authority to frame a 
clauſe, the blanks of which could afterwards be filled by the _ 
Houſe in Committee. To the end of thoſe two objects he 
moved, 14 „ 1 


2 That it be an inftruRion to the Gentlemen who are appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a Bill for enabling bis Majeſty to grant a yearly ſum or 
ſums of money, out of the conſolidated fund, towards providing for the 
eſtabliſhment of their Royal Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of Wales; 
that they do make proviſion in the ſaid Bill for eſtabliſhing a regular and 
punctual order of payment in the Prince's future expenditure, and for 
guarding againſt his incurring debts in future; and alſo for appropriating 
a proportion of the Prince's annual income towards the gradual diſcharge 
of the incumbrances to which his Royal Highneſs is now ſubject. | 


Myr. Duncombe ſtated, that he was one of thoſe who had 
voted for the inferior ſum. With whatever concern he might 
riſe to obſtruct any proceeding that profeſſed as its object the 
eaſe and comfort of his Royal Highneſs, he gonſidered the 
call of duty as paramount to all other conſiderations. It was 
the duty of the repreſentatives of the Britiſh nation to fpeak, 
when the occaſion warranted, with a proper boldneſs, to per- 
ſons even in the moſt exalted ſtation. Under this impreſſion 
he muſt ſay, that Parliament could not, conſiſtently with their 
duty to their conſtituents, or with. that inviolable regard 
which they owed to truth and fidelity, after the ſolemn al- 
ſurances they had received on a former occafion, content à 
ſecond time to pay the debts of the Prince of Wales. Theſe 

| | 125 e aſſurances 
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aſſurances he could not tamely conſent to give up; he conſi- 
dered them as engagements to the peo le of England, which 


he ought not to forfeit, He remarked, that at a period ſuch _ 458 
as the preſent, there attached particular duties to a Prince, _ 
which regard to the welfare of the people indiſpenſibly called 4 
upon him to fulſil. Yate als 5 ; ON OE = 
« At a time (ſaid Mr. Duncombe) when the comforts and # 2008 
conveniencies of life are wanting to the middle claſſes of ſo- 3 18 
ciety, when the poor are ſcarcely ſupplied even with common _ Fs 
neceſſaries, and when the proſpect of a dearth becomes every 17.118 
day more alarming, I cannot liſten to idle claims of ſplendour Hi Þ 
and magnificence ; I truſt that at ſuch a time the benevolent 4:49 
feelings of his Royal Highneſs will diſpoſe him rather to 4 
ſympathize with the diſtreſs of the lower orders, and ta ſa- 1 
crifice ſomething for their relief, than to form ſelfiſh and ex- 415 | 
traragant pretenſions. There is another conſideration which 1 
deſerves to be attended to. In theſe diſtempered times, when \ i : 
the wildeſt principles of democracy are abroad, founded on 4 } 10 
arguments drawn from new ſyſtems of falſe philoſophy, let 1 
us beware how, by an unneceſſary or wanton profuſion of the WE, 
public money, we-furniſh the favourers of wild and-danger- 1 
ous innovations with a colour and plauſibility for their argu- 1 
ments. As a friend to the hereditary monarchy, as an adhe- 1 
rent to the family on the throne, I feel myſelf called upon 1 
to reſiſt the motion. Let us recollect that there are other 16:48 
branches of the Royal Family. If, aſter the aſſurance we AEH 
received, we again conſent. to pay the debts of his Royal ZE of 
Highneſs, we hall eſtabliſh a precedent, of which we cannot 43 
tell to what purpoſe it may be applied, or to what extent it 1 
may be carried. I do not mean ro ſay that the debts ought 1 
not to be paid, but I look to other reſources for that purpoſe; 1 
I look firſt to the juſtice of his Royal Highneſs, to make pro- 1 
viſion ſor the payment of thoſe debts that ſhall be proved to WE. 
be juſt ; many of them I apprehend do not come under that 13M 
 deſcriptiort © I look to his future economy in the regulation 42-8 
of his houſehold ; and laitly I look to the aſſiſtance which he "33 
may derive' from the well-known munificence of his Royal EE 
Father. As the idea of a temporary retirement has been _ 
ſuggeſted, I have. only to remark, that from ſuch! a retire- 4 
ment his Royal Highneſs might reap great advantage in ſet- 1 
tling hid affairs, and be again enabled to emerge with freſh 1 
ſplendour. Retirement, it has been remarked, is the nurſe 1 
of reflection; by its influence his Royal Highneſs might be 1 
enabled to confirm thoſe reſolutions which he has expreſſed 3] «| 
in his communication to the Houſe, and to return again into 30 F 
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public life fortified ee future error, and qualiſied for the 
amportaiit duties of th 
be called upon to fall.” Nd 
Mr. Curten expreſſed his ſatisfaction at the meſſage which 
Bad been received from his Royal Highneſs, and which he 
conceived would produce the moſt favourable impreſſion in 


at high Ration which he may one day | 


the country. He hoped that it would prove on the part of the 


Prince an earneſt of his future attention to the happineſs of the 
country, which was ſo effentially connected with his own 


Intereſt, He remarked the cruelty that would be attacked to 


the fituation of his illuſtrious Conſort, if, by a refuſal of that 
Houfe to make any provifion for the debts, ſhe was left expoſed 
co the taunts and inſults of creditors. He wiſhed that his 
Royal Highneſs might be put in a ſituation to obtain reſpect, 
and to deſerve it; he had therefore voted for the larger income 
with a view to the application of a conſiderable part of it to the 
diſcharge of the Fu tg He: regretted that the Houſe had as 
yet received no communication on the ſubject from his Ma- 
zeſty, whom both from his paternal relation to the Illuſtrious 
ee whoſe ſituation was the object of diſcuſſion, and 
from the ſtill higher character in which he ſtood as father of 
the country, he had expected, would have come forward on 
the occaſion, to promote the eaſe, the comfort, the ſplendour, 
and the ae, ee of his ſon. He had hoped that he would 
Have done ſomething, and ſomething confiderable, tn the way 
of extricating the Prince from his difficulties. As the buſineſs 
now ſtood, even if the larger ſum ſhould be applied (fixty-five 
thouſand pounds, and the revenues of the Dutchy of Corn- 
wall), it would require a period of ten years before the whole 
debt could be liquidated ; during all this time the creditors of 
| his Royal Highneſs muſt remain under a degree of conſtraint 
and embarrafiment. ID AN SE 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that though he had undoubtedly a claim to 
the moſt candid interpretation of his motives, he was happy 
that in the part which his duty ſhould compel him to take in 
the prefent diſcuſſion, he had been preceded by a reſpectable 
Gentleman (Mr. Duncombe) on the other fide of the Houſe. 
Every perſon muſt concur in the ſatisfaction which had been 
expreſſed at the meſſage delivered by the authority of his 
Royal Highneſs. He was happy to receive it, not as a meaſure 
taken upon the ſpur of the oocaſion, but as the Gneere expreſ- 
ſion of his feelings, with reſpect to the Houſe ;- he wiſhed 
indeed that the whole grace of the tranſaction had * 
to his Royal Highneſs; that it had not previouſly been ſug - 
geſted from any other quarter; that miniſters had firſt come 
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to the Houſe for a proper eſtabliſhment, and when it had been 
granted, that the meſſage had followed from the Prince, re- 
quiring the appropriation of part of his income for the diſcharge. 
of the debt. At any rate he muſt conſider miniſters as re- 
ſponſible for the former meſſage, which contained the aſſurance 
that no ſecond application ſhould be made. They ought un- 
doubtedly to have taken ſome means to enforce that aſſurance, 
and they were now bound to explain to the Houſe why ſuch 
means had not been taken. He wiſhed the motion was diſ- 
tinctly put according to the ultimate intention of it. The 
Right Hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer had faid, that it went 
only to an appropriation of income, and not to a diſcharge of 
debts, as debts—but the Houſe would fee that it was impothble- 
to debate it merely on that ground; for although it was ſtated 
that the income was allowed as neceflary for the maintenance 
ol the Prince's rank, conſidered abſtractedly from his incum- 
brances, that was by no means the prevailing opinion of the 
majority; for many voted for the larger ſum, expreſsly with a 
view that a part of it ſhoukd be ſet afide for the payment of 
debts: That being the caſe, the preſent, he faid,, muſt be 
conſidered as an application for the payment of debts. ' He 
adverted to what Mr. Duncombe had ſaid of the particular 
period, and aſked whether at this time of calamity and diſtreſs, 
when the peaſant was ſuffering from the want of bread, they 
ought to vote away the money of their conſtituents for the 
purpoſe of diſcharging debts which ought never to have been 
contracted ? After what had paſſed, no reliance could be had 
that thoſe proviſions, which might be made with reſpect to 
future conduct, would be of any avail. The only way which 
the Houſe had of diſcharging their duty, was to meet the - 
preſent application with a direct refuſal. His Hon. Friend 
had ſtated that by this refuſal her Royal Highneſs would be 
expoſed to taunts and inſults. He hoped that even with the 
ſmaller income and proper economy, there would be found 
ſuſſicient means to make proviſion: for the diſcharge of the 
:.cbts, more eſpecially as in ſuch a ſituation the Prince would 
be able to come to a compoſition with his creditors'upon much 
better terms than if the idea was to be held out, that the buſi- 
_ nels was to be taken up by that Houſe. We know, ſaid Mr. 
Grey, that there are great means in the poſſeſſion of an Illuſ- 
trious Perſonage, and it is hoped that he will be induced to 
come forward with. his aſhſtance, both from regard to the 
credit of his family, and in order to maintain the reſpect due 
to royalty, which, as an Hon. Gentleman well obſerved, can 
only beſt be preſerved by rendering it as little as poſſible op- 
# CSS ar Nd ne 85 preſſive 
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reſſive to the people.” Theſe were the conſiderations which 
q had ixreſiſtibly compelled him to the diſcharge of a duty, the 
5 moſt painful he had ever experienced ſince he had the honour 
i of a feat in that Houſe. 7 2 bh | | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that he would not trouble the 
Houſe farther than to direct their attention to a particular point 
which had been diſcuſſed, and to a topic which had been in- 
troduced in a new and extraordinary manner into debate. It 
had already, he faid, been finally decided, that a certain eſta. 
bliſhment ſhould be allowed to the Prince; and his Right 
Hon. Friend had brought it forward, in the way which 
was leaſt calculated to create confuſton. He had firſt ſtated 
the queſtion of the income, and then called the attention of 
the Houſe to the regulation of the expenditure, and the-pro- 
viſion for the debt. The Houſe had already decided for an 
income of one hundred and twenty-five thouſand pounds, 
The motion then was not an application for a ſum of money 
= for the diſcharge of the debts ; the only queſtion was, whether 
4 the whole income ſhould be left to the untimited diſpoſal of, 
1 the Prince, or whether the expenditure ſhould be put under 
— 1 regulations, and an appropriation made with a view to the gra- 
| Aual extinCtion of the debt. No new ſum was demanded); it 
was only withed to aſcertain in what manner that which had 
been already given ſhould be regulated and applied—a point in 
which all, however they might originally have differed as to 
the proper quantum of the income, might be expected to co- 
incide. It was ſurely impoſhble for the Houſe to refuſe to 
comply with the requeſt of the Prince of Wales to apply his 
income in ſuch a manner by legiflative regulations as would 
be moſt conducive to the dignity of his ſtation, his perſonal 
comfort, and the ſecurity of his creditors. If they declined 
their futerference, it would be impoſſible for him to take any 
Reps for the effectual liquidation of his debts 3 he would then 
be left expoſed to the demands of his creditors, without any 
other ſecurity to offer them than his life-intereſt in an annual 
income. He was ſurpriſed at one reſource, which had been 
pointed out by ſome Hon. Gentlemen, in the affection and 
benevolence of his Royal Father. A cry of Hear! Hear ! That 
_ . ery, he was confident, could proceed only from a few voices, 
and by no means diſcovered the general feeling-of the Houſe 
on the ſubject. They had repeatedly had occation to examine 
the ſituation of his Majeſty with reſpect to the civil lift, par- 
ticularly on occation of granting eſtabliſhments to the Duke 
of Clarence, and the Duke of York on his marriage. They 
might recollect that on the arrangement formerly made By 
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reſpect to the debts of his Royal Highneſs, part of that pro- 
viſion aroſe out of the liberality of his Majeſty. The civil liſt 
was indeed large, but was wholly appropriated. to particular 
ſervices, except the ſum allotted for his Majeſty's privy purſe. 
The idea of ſuch a reſource arofe out of miſerable feelings 
which he was ſurpriſed that any Gentleman could entertain. 
He knew not (and his means of information were as good as 
thoſe of any other Member) of the exiſtence of any ſuch ſum 
as that which had been referred to. Beſides, he would aſk, 
with that numerous family with which his Majeſty was bleſſed, 
were there no other objects who claimed his Royal munifi- 
cenee and attention? The Prince of Wales was the laſt who 
might be ſuppoſed to have ſuch a claim; he, from the ſituation 
in which he ſtood, was the peculiar care of the Public. Allu- 
ſion might be made to the revenues which his Majeſty derived 
from the Electorate of Hanover. But had his Majeſty no ſtate 
to ſupport in that quarter? Was he to rob his Hanoverian 
ſubjects in order to pay debts contracted in this country by the 
Heir Apparent to the Britiſh Crown ? The appeal which had 
been made on this ſubject, he could confider as neither fair 
nor candid, and, as ſuch, he ſhould diſmiſs it without further 
obſervation; declaring on his honour, and calling any one who 
thought he knew the King's affairs better than him, to contra- 
dict it if he could, that his Majeſty was not in à condition 
to diſcharge his Royal Highneſs's debts, and that therefore 
that reſouree was out of the queſtion, and ſhould be no more 
thought of or mentioned. | 

Mr. Montague thought it highly fit that Parliament ſhould. 
regard itſelf as a tutor to his Royal Highneſs the Prince, be- 
cauſe, ſpeaking politically, he conceived his Royal Highneſs 
the ſon of the people, and therefore he thought it proper that 
his affairs ſhould be under the ſuperintendence of Parliament. 
He had no doubt that it was his Royal Highneſs's diſpofition 
to do juſtice; but it was poſſible, if the whole income were to 
be under his own controul, for him to have bad adviſers, and he 
might poſtpone the liquidation of his debts, and contract ne 
ones; and on that accourit alſo it was proper that Parliament 
ſhould interfere in the management of his affairs. Under all 
the conſideration he was able to give to this important ſubject, 

he thought himſelf bound to ſupport this motion. 

Mr. Powys thought there could be but one feeling in the; 
Houſe, on the ſubſtance of the communication from his Royal 
Highneſs: It had certainly put the matter in 2 more agreeable 
light than any in which he had before been able to view it; and 
he now conſidered the intended limitations as no longer exacted 
by the rigour of Parliament, but as ar eck of the Houſe 
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going hand in hand with the Prince of Wales. That this 
communication would conciliate the aſſection of the Houſe, 
and of the Public, he had no doubt; but that cirewmſtance 
neither would nor ought to alter the principle upon which 
Gentlemen agreed to give aid to bis Royal Highnefs. His 
objects in this buſineſs were two, and diſtinct points, one the 
eſtabliſhment, the other the provifion for the debt. In his vote 
upon the firſt, he thought it his duty to concur in making a pro- 
viſion liberal and ample, but that, in the application of it, he 


was perſuaded there thould be no relaxation whatever from 


the rules of ftri&t economy. With regard to the ſecond point, 


namely, making proviſion for the debt, he would aſk, did 


the Houſe, or did they not, by adopting this motion, impoſe 

additional burdens on the Public? It had been ſtated, that 
this was to impofe upon the Public the payment of the debt; 
of the Prince of Wales. He confidered it as no ſuch thing. 
This inſtruction was only to enable the Houſe hereafter to 


proceed upon a certain plan. He then deſired the Houſe to 


view that plan, and to compare it with the principle on 


which they had proceeded already, and if they found it differ- 
ent ſrom that principle, then to reject it, but not otherwiſe; for 
his Majeſty's meſſage aſked for a legiflative proviſion to enable 


the Prince of Wales to remove his embarraſſments, and the 
Houſe had proceeded on that ſubject already. He did not 
doubt but that the diſpoſition of his Royal Highneſs would 
lead him to diſcharge his debts, but that was out of his power, 
and therefore a legiſlative proviſion became neceſſary. It was 
their intereſt to ſupport the fplendour of his Royal Highneſe, 
To be ſupported with dignity was not the right only of the 
Prince, it was alſo the right of the nation; they were there- 
fore intereſted in fupporting the dignity of his Royal Highneſs; 
but they had ſtill a more effential intereſt in the character and 
conduct of the Prince of Wales; and that conſideration made 
him think it neceſſary that fuch a meaſure as that under de- 
liberation ſhould be adopted, and he had no doubt that under 
the regulations which Parliament ſhould make, the people 
would cheerfully ſupport the eſtabliſiment of his Royal High- 
neſs; for the. loyalty of the people of this country was not 
that of mere ſervility and ſabmiffion, but was founded on af- 


fection and regard; and he hoped that they were from that day 


to look forward to that happy, that auguſt and auſpicious hour, 
when all the branches of the Royal Family would be com- 


pletely united and be happy. Having ſaid this, he muſt next 


obſerve, that he hoped there would be a ſevere ſcrutiny and 
inveſtigation into the amount and the nature of the claims, fo 
that neither his Royal Highneſs nor the nation ſhould be 5 
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. poſed upon with extravagant or ill-ſounded demands. He ap- 
proved entirely of the motion before the Houſe, | 
Mr. Fox declared it to be his wiſh, to ſeparate the different 
parts of this ſubject, and to keep them as diſtinctly from each 
other as poſſible. The Houſe was in rather an advanced ſtage 
of this proceeding; and he could not help congratulating 
the Houle and the Public, that his Royal Highneſs, by his 
communication to the Houſe, had acted in a manner that did 
him honour; he truſted he would finiſh a plan which he 
had ſo worthily begun. With regard to the motion before the 
Houſe, he confeſſed he did not know upon what principle op- 
poſition was made to it. He did not underſtand the motion to 
be that of calling on the Public to pay the debt in any degree. 
It was only ſimply the ſetting apart ſome of the income of his 
Royal Highneſs for the purpoſe of diſcharging his debt. He 
wiſhed however, the Houſe, and the Public, not to be deceived 
upon th's buſineſs ; for although there was not a ſhilling to be 
voted in that ſtage of the buſineſs out of the pockets of the 
Public, yet it was elear that a requeſt would come to call on 
the Public -for ſecurity againſt the contingent event of the 
demiſe of his Royal Highneſs, That was a thing not to be 
diſſembled. | | | . . 
With regard to what was before the Houſe, he ſhould vote 
for it, even if he had thought that the ſmaller ſum propoſed as 
the income of the Prince, had been better, under all the cir- 
cumſtances, than the larger, becauſe it was nothing more than 
to enable his Royal Highneſs to ſet apart ſome of his income 
to the diſcharge of his incumbrances. It might be ſaid, that 
the Prince could do this himſelf; he certainly could not, effee- 
tually, nor could the Prince, without the aid of Parliament, at 
all adopt a plan that would ſatisfy his creditors, In this ſtage 
of the buſineſs, tkerefore, Mr. Fox faid, he muſt have voted 
tor this motion, even without any idea of inquiring whether 
any contingent: burdens would be laid on the Public, becauſe 
that queſtion was not to be governed by this at preſent z when 
that came it would be time enough to diſculs it, and here 
the buſineſs might on his part properly end; but it had been 
_ often thought, if not ſtrictly regular, rather convenient, ſome- 
times to make ſome general oblervations on the topics which 
might be expected to be brought forward hereafter upon the 
matter, He had not ſeen any reaſon for altering the opinion 
which he gave upon this ſubject on a former occalion. The 
circumitance of his Royal Highneſs's happy marriage, which 
they all knew .took place by the approbation of Parliament 
Jong after it was well known that his Royal Highneſs was 
deeply involved in debt, and in the laſt diſcuſſion of that ſybject 
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the debt of his Royal Highneſs certainly made part of the de- 
UÜlberatian of the Houſe. He owned there was a point on which 
he could not help touching, as being extremely applicable to 


this caſe. He thought he might look fox ſome reſources upon 
this occaſion from his Majeſty. It might be ſaid, he ſhould 
give any thing very conſiderable; this was a point into which 
he could not enter until his Majeſty had notified his royal 
diſpoſition to give ſomething. He moſt egregiouſly miſtook 


the diſpoſitions of the Public, if ſomething of this nature 


would not be very well received by them. He did not ſay that 
the whole fix hundred thouſand pounds ſhould be paid by his 


Majeſty ; but he would fay, becauſe he felt, that it was a little 


unſeemly, that at a time of ſuch general calamity, his Majeſty 
Mould be the only perſon in the kingdom who did not con- 


tribute a ſingle 3 towards the diſcharge of the incum- 


brances of the Prince of Wales. This, he could not help re- 
peating, was unſeemly. He hoped his Majeſty would be better 


adviſed upon this ſubject. A glorious opportunity offered itſelt 


for the diſplay of royal muniſicence, and handſome conduct 


upon ſuch an occaſion as this would do more even for the 


conſtitution than the moſt vigorous exertion of the arm of 


power. It was with this view that he had contended, and 
ſorry he was that he had contended unſucceſsfully, againſt the 
a Jitional one hundred thouſand pounds a year to the income 


of his Majeſty himſelf during the continuance of the American 
war, bechuſe, when all the ſubjects of his Majeſty felt fo much 
during that war, he thought that his Majeſty would do well 
to thew them a lefion of frugality and economy. If this prin- 
cip'e was correct, and the application of it juſt at that time, 
How much more fo was it at pisſent, when the queſtion is, 


« How much are the burdens to be laid upon the Public to 


relieve the Prince of Wales from debt?“ He would lay 
again, it was unfortunate that ſome perſon had not adviſed his 


Majeity to lead the way upon this occaſion, and to'ſhew the 


Public an example of liberality, and convince-them that he 


Felt himſelf the neceſſity there was of indulging a generous 


temper. Whea this iubjeck ſhould come to be difcuſſed, 
Happy ould he be if the Houſe, by a gracious communication, 
ſhould be given to underſtand that the Illuſtrious Perſonage 


to whom he alluded, intended to take fome-fhare of the con- 


 4ingent burden which might be felt from jhis. He truſted 

alſc that the whole of the additional income of his Royal 

 Highueſs, together with the Dutchy of Cornwall, yould be 
appropriated ſolely to the pn ent the debts, ' Accord- 
ing to the calculation of an | 

It would gake ten years even then to diſcharge them. im 


* 
- . 
i.” 6 3 
„„ 


on. Gentleman (Mr. Curwen); | 
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{till adhered to his original idea of making a very different 
diſpoſition of the Dutchy of Cornwall from what had been 
propoſed by the miniſter. According to his idea of the thing, 
the Public would have a conſiderable advantage by the ſale of 
the Dutchy of Cornwall, in a pecuniary ſenſe, as likewiſe from 
the diminution of the patronage of the Crown, already much 
too extenſive; and it would alſo place many Gentlemen, now 
intereſted there, in a fituation Jeſs dependent than they were 
at preſent. And further, it would relieve his Royal Highneſs 
himſelf from that dependence on the Crown, and whoever 
ſhould be the miniſter of the day, a thing in itſelf extremely 
deſtrable as well for the Heir Apparent. of the Throne as for 
the intereſts of the Public; for a Prince ought fo be an opulent 
and independent nobleman, before he ſhould become a wiſe, 
yirtuous, and illuſtrious monarch; and in proportion to the 
elevation of his rank,-muſt a ſtate of dependence be painful to 
his feelings, and dangerous to the Public. He now came to 
the point in which the Houſe was more immediately con- 
cerned, the guarantee of the debt. It was true the Houſe 
was not to pay one ſhilling, and it had both the revenue and 
the means of payment in its own hands; but there were ſome 
contingencies notwithſtanding. The lives of Princes are as 
precarious as. the lives of other men; and if the life of the 
Naa ſhould not laſt fo long as the time of limitation ſor the 
payment of the debts, there would certainly be a contingent 
ric. This riſk is more or leſs then, as the period of limita- 
tion for the payment of the debts is ſhortened or extended. 
By the ſale of the Dutchy, therefore, the period for the pay- 
ment would be ſhorter, and the riff be confequently leſs. The 
riſk alſo to the Nluſtrious Perſonage alluded to wouid not then 
be the ſame as nod. 222 ĩ AA ĩ 4 VE AMS 
He concluded by ſuppoſing that the Houſe, in voting for 
the preſent motion, would do no more than for private perſons 
and families, when a guarantee is made in the ſame way. That 
is, he conceived every Member who yoted for the inſtruct ion 
would be as much at liberty as ever to vote hereafter upon 
the guarantee, excluſtwely conſidered, as he thought proper, 
Mr. Anftruther, in explanation, took notice of the two parts 
of the preſent. propoſition before the Houſe; one being a pro- 
viſion againſt the contracting of debts in future, the other for 
the payment of thoſe already contracted. The ſum had been 
alrcady yoted, and therefore no Gentleman, by agreeing to the 
motion before the Houſe, would add to the burden of his 
conſtituents. à ſingle ſhilling. There muſt be ſome degree of 
-ontingent riſk to the Public, but as it was only in the event 
2: the demiſe, both. of his Majeity.and of his Royal H 'goncls, 
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before the period of the final adjuſtment of the debt, the con- 


tingent riſk was reduced to a degree of minuteneſs that was 


hardly worth conſideration. With reſpect to the Dutchy of 
Cornwall, he did not pretend to ſav, that Parliament had not 


the power to order it to be fold; they certainly had that power, 


for they had the-power of making what regulations they 
thought fit, with. regard to the maintenance of the Royal 
Family; but he mult beg leave to obſerve, that the Dutchy 
of Cornwall was not the abſolute property of the Prince of 
Wales; for if the Prince of Wales were to die to-day, thc 


Dutchy of Cornwall would veſt in his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of York to-morrow, and the Houfe would have as good 
a right to order the eſtate of any individual to be ſold as this 


eſtate. (A cy of No, No! from vuriaut parts of the Houſe, } 


Mr. Anſtruther perſiſted in his declaration, and obſerved, tha: 


thus the next in ſucceſſion would be deprived of his right by 


the fale of the eſtate. There had- alſo been a good deal of 


miſapprehenſion as to the value of this eſtate 3 two-thirds of 


it were not rent out of land, but a duty on tin in the county 


of Cornwall, and the other part conſiſted of a dry unimprove- 
able rent; and therefore thoſe who talked about what the 
Dutchy of Cornwall would produce, talked without real know- 
ledge of the matter. Every account he had heard or ſeen upon 


this ſubject was very much exaggerated, and therefore he 


thought it neceffary to explain this. With reſpe& to his Ma- 


jeſty contributing, he wiſhed. to ſay nothing; Gentlemen ſpoke 
upon that ſubject as if they had a great deal of knowledge of 


it; all he could fay was, that he did not know that his Majeſty 


had the means in ſhort, he knew nothing of the matter. He, 
as a Member,of Parliament, wiſhed to confider what was fit 


for Parliament to do, and not to call upon his Majeſty to exer- 
ciſe his bounty. He was fare that his Royal Highneſs, by his 


condeſcenſion, would endear himſelf in the affection of the 
Public: And he defired to follow the example of the Prince, 


in his endeavours to conciliate the public opinion and affectior, 

Mr. Baſtard oppoſed the principle of Parliament inter- 
ſering at all with the debts of the Prince. He thought the 
precedent would be a dangerous one; and he thought alto 


that Parliament were not empowered to do this by our conſti- 


tution. He ſaid, no man could feel more anxious than he did 


to alleviate the fituation of the Prince, and to put him in 


poſſeſſion of all the ſplendour due to his rank; but the queſ- 

tion was, whether, under all the circumſtances, he could do 

that conſiſtently with his duty ta his conſtituents. 33 
Gentlemen, in ſpeaking of the liquidation of the Prince's 


debts, ſeemed ta think that Parliament was bound in duty to 


41 a 


& 


joxz 1) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS, 290 


pay them. That it might be a proper queſtion for Parliament 
to take into conſideration, he would not deny; but that they 
were called upon, either by their duty to their conſtituents or 
to the King, abſolutely, to provide a fund for the payment of 


thoſe debts, was a propoſition to which he would never give 
his aſſent; It had been ſaid, that the ſum to be annually. 


allowed to the Prince had been already voted, and that this 
motion did not tend to lay any other burden upon the people; 
but he conſidered this as a deluſion arifing from the compli- 
cated ſtate of the queſtion 3 and he was apprehenſive that the 
Houfe might be led on to meaſures, the probable conſequences 
of which they did not foreſce. The two queſtions, of the 
income to be allowed to the Prince, and the diſcharging of 
the debts, had, in his opinion, very improperly been mixed; 
the conſequence of which was, that many Gentlemen voted 


on the ſame fide of the queſtion, though with totally oppoſite 


views: For inſtance, ſome of the Gentlemen who voted for 
lowing the Prince the larger ſum, did it upon the principle 
that one hundred and twenty-five thouſand pounds was not 
too much to ſupport the proper dignity of his Royal Highneſs's 
ſituation; while other Gentlemen, who alſo concurred in 
voting for the larger ſum, thought ſixty thouſand pounds a 
year a ſufficient income for him, and wiſhed that the re- 
mainder ſhould go te the diſcharge of his debts. In order to 
avoid this confuſion, the proper way would have been to have 


brought the ſubject of the debts diſtinctly before Parliament; 


and having once come to a Clear deciſion upon that point, there 
would have been no difficulty about the reſt, He did not at 
all approve of this mode of fettering the Prince; he thought 
it would even have been better to leave it to the Prince, to ap- 
portion what part of his income he pleafed to the payment 
of his debts ; he ſhould therefore give his vote againit the 
motion... nn | 

Hr. Ti hitbread ſaid, he ſhould alſovote againſt the motion. 
Ale did not agree with thoſe Gentiemen who contended that 
this motion would not, if agreed to, tend to increaſe the 
burdens of the people; on the contrary, it ſeemed to him to 
tend to that object, becauſe, by that Houſe taking upon itfelf 


to make theſe regulations for the liquidation of thoſe debts, 


they were taking the firſt ſtep towards pledging themſelves for 
te payment of them contingently; becauſe, if this meaſure 
were adopted, there could be no doubt but that the Houſe 
muſt guarantee the payment. But there was another way, in 
which the Public would be burdened, in order to difcharge 
thoſe debts; Many of the Gentlemen who voted for allowing 
the Prince the larger ſum, did it upon the principle that a por- 
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392 _WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. odo e, 
tion of it was to go to the payment of the debts ; whercas, if 
they had not exiſted, a much ſmaller ſum might have been 
Voted. It was an impoſition therefore upon the Houſe, and 
upon the people, to ſay that the Pablic was not to a certain 
degree burdened for the payment of the debts. In his opinion, 
the proper way would have been for miniſters to have applied 
to Parliament for a fit income to be given to the Prince, with. 
out taking any notice wlatever of the debts; but to have let 
his Highneſs act himſelf upon that ſubject. Something had 
been faid about the Crown aſſiſting in the diſcharge of the 
debts he did not heſitate to ſay diſtinctly, that the Crown 
was bound to come forward upon this occaſion, becauſe, du- 
ring the minority of his Royal Highneſs; the whole of the in- 
come of the Dutchy of Cornwall was received by his Majeſty, 
It had alſo been fad, that it could not be expected that his 
Majeſty ſhould pay the debts of the Prince of Wales out of 
his ſavings from the revenue of Hanover. He was of a con- 
trary opinion; and thought that the people of Hanover were 
as much intereſted in the fate of the heir to the Electorate, as 
the people of England were in that of the heir to the Crown, 
Gentlemen had ſaid, that it was neceſſary for his Royal High- 
neſs to keep up a conſiderable degree of ſplendour; this was 
a propoſition which he ſhould totally deny the people, under 
the preſent circumſtances, did not look for ſplendour, and he 
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# believed they would be better pleafed to ſee it ſuſpended for | 
. FP OO > FE 85 bo | 
| Mr. Hawkins Browne conſidered the queſtion as already 0 
4 decided by an aimoſt unanimous voice: He lamented the n 
3 "neceſſity there was for an application to Parliament; but tlie A 
5 duty which was owed to the conſtitution was a paramount 4 
4 confideration. The aſſiſtance ſhould be granted not only for his th 
Y Royal Highneſs's ſake, but for the general good, which was ſu 
A involved in the character and fituation of a Prince of Wales, as m. 
3 Heir Apparent to the Crown; and he hoped and was of opinion, thi 
? that from the judicious arrangement which was now abcut to In 
be made in the appropriation of that part of the eſtabliſhment ; 
1 which was propoſed for his Royal Higlineſs, no future occa- the 
1 ſion would ariſe. of a ſimilar application to Parliament. Ic 
N Mr. Lanibton thought that the queſtion was, whether the con 
Houſe would or would not take any notice of the debts of by 
| 2 R 


his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales? and upon that 
point he conſeſſed, that although his Royal Highneſs had been 
indiſcreet in contracting them, they ought to be taken into 
conſideration by Parliament. He really thought that the tran- 
quillity of this country required that we ſhould make the pre- 

tent ſacriſice. | | | | . „ the R 
| 1 | | The 
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The Houſe were ſoon to be called upon to give their 
enrantee to the Auſtrian loan; and the principle upon which 
this was to be done, was to enable the Emperor to repel the 
wild and democratic doctrines of the French. He thought 
that the ſame principles which would induce the Houfe to 
adopt that meaſure, ſhould incline them to relieve, his Royal 
Highneſs, and to place him in a ſtate, worthy of a Prince. 
There appeared to him ſomething contradictory in the libe- 
rality of the Houſe; for at one moment they voted fifty thou- 
ſand pounds per annum to the Frinceſs, in cafe ſhe furvived 
the Prince, and yet, during the life of his Royal Highnefs, 
they would expoſe her to all the difficulties which muſt neeeſ- 
farily attend his Royal Highneſs if the debts were not liqui- 
date N E12 „ 

Mr. Buxton ſaid, the ſum of one hundred and twenty-five 
thouſand pounds a year was voted to maintain the neceffary 
ſplendour of the Prince for the benefit of the Public, and not 
for the payment of his debts. He wiſhed the feveral points 
had been brought forward in ſuch a manner as to afford 
the Houſe an opportunity of voting upon each of them ſepa- 
rately. | | 28 


added, that, if rhe Houſe reſiſted it, and came to decide upon 
the queſtion Whether the larger or the ſmaller ſam was to 
be granted? he would certainly vote for the ſmaller. He had, 
pon a former night, voted for the ſmaller ſum, upon the con- 
viction that his duty to his conſtituents required it. He could 
not avoid expreſſing his ſincere hope that thofe who adviſed 
his Majeſty, would ſuggeſt to him the propriety of comin 
forward upon this occaſion, and participate in the burdens + 
the people. With reſpect to another plan which had been 
ſuggeſted for the payment of the debts, by an Hon. Gentle- 
man (Mr. Huſſey), by the ſale of the Crown lands, he hoped 
that Gentleman would perſiſt in his plan, and for one it ſhould 
have his hearty ſupport. „„ 


Mr. Bouverie faid, that, as the Houſe had once already paid | 


the debts of his Royal Highneſs, and that under the pledge that 
no fuch embarraſſment ſhould again happen, they coutd not, 
conſiſtently, vote away the public money for ſuch a purpoſe. 
Another thing that he wiſhed the Houle to advert to was, that 
a Right Hon. Gentleman on the bench below him had on a 
tormer night ſaid, that, if the debts were to be paid, ſome 


preventive meafure ſhould be adopted againſt the poſſibility of 


any ſuch, debts being incurred in time to come: This he 


thought abſolutely neceffary, and that it ought to extend to all 


the Royal Family, | 1 
Vol. III. 3 E | Mt. 


Lord William Ruſſel ſpoke in favour of the motion; but 


— 


e 


Cary 
— T 


* * * 1 tk 
een 
— 5 E 
* * re 8 * , 
TTL hr Tt” r y 


26 
3 


4 
ITS 


» * 3: 
oY 


Za D 


Het - a 4 7 PERL 5 
2 SVs & . + Ne OI PR 8 0 2 p IF 
; 1 — — cn qenparon * 
. 8 9 * . 
: n 0 - Ek oe TIS * * 2 1 
* W _ OT res : . 2 r tar: « 244 x.2<D > 
L 2 : . — þ * 1 — — 
* n » 1 * . D 4 4 
2 0 1795 — nme 2 — by r 2 * YR" * * DTT = 8 "I 
= 22 , X30 = * a #4 as TEES ern — 3 x. yy * 
. 4 gd — I 2 2 Wir $1 4th 
. 7 1 11 wo ag a N et 47 AE 8 Funn s LAS wah * a 5 * * e 
F p 3 ts 2 In 6 T 4 x « 6 —— 1 4 90 
Se 3 2 - 26-4 | 1 5 * N m r > 7% 4 
""P 2 a 4 X - : Pl * are : 12 — IPs * + e ® 7 * K 2 
3 P . — . 4 kg, E A. 1 * 4 » e 2 4 
On * — * Wor » 1 * 3 4 vac Noa ger oy I ah a 88 1 5 * 2 * 1 CHEF 5 YE, on ot - - 
{ 5 Daa , , F 2 e - r TE K oF; 2 1 
r — — EL * * tg : N * - , * 
ESC — — 3 r Arm dv 


—— — 


- * n {AE — 4 ot tet n > es! 
1 Or e 67 v2 E N <4 * — 18 « - * — - I" "RI * þ xp 3 = E — oof 2 4 - by 
* 1 P 4 2 "IM * - 2 PEP * - * - * Sers 3 — 8 1 . 
b v e248; hp > R 28 n » ee . n : « 
e * 2 a 3 222 12 . re 4 - Mats Kt io © » $I Oo ue + 


333 


9 N 8 PS * * bs * ” Es Pn n wc ey * 
* Eg S __ res c 
OO» 0 1 ee mo US dns g NN fag wh e . r * = 
, 1 * I 
* 


394 * WOODFALL'&PARLIAMENTARY REPOR TS. [Common 
Ar. Fox ſaid, that he certainly wiſhed ſome ſcheme to be 
adopted, to prevent ſimilar embarraſſments in future; and that 
it ſhould apply to all Princes of Wales: But that was not im- 
mediately connected with the motion then before the Houſe. 
Mr. Bouverie ſaid; he muſt move an amendment to the in- 
ſtruction, by inſerting, after the word hig, in that part of the 
meſſage which provides “ againſt bis incurring any debts,” the 
words “ or any other branch of the Royal Family.” „ 
The Chancellor of the Excheguer ſaid, he muſt oppoſe the 
amendment ; becauſe it was the wiſh of every perſon in the 
Houſe that the motion ſhould be as much ſimplified as poſli- 
ble, which would not be the caſe if that amendment took 
9200 He confeſſed, that he had no objection to what had 
been ſuggeſted by the Right Hon. Gentleman over againſt 
him—that all Princes of Wales in future ought to be-prevent- 
ed from getting into ſimilar ſituations : The other branches 
of the Royal Family were by no means in ſimilar fituations ; 
and he thought the Hon. Gentleman would, upon recouſidera- 
tion, agree to withdraw his motion. . | 
Mr. Bouverie, with leave of the Houſe, withdrew his. 


amendment. = 


Mr. N. Smith ſpoke againſt the motion, becaufe the Houle, 
and the Public, had a right to know the amoant and the nature- 
of the debts before they were called upon to pay them. He 
was the more convinced that there was a neceſſity for ſome 
inquiry of this ſort, becauſe, without going into the buſineſs 
of probable extortion, by blood-ſuckers, leeches, and other 
ſuch terms which had been uſed, it was clear, that the more 
thoſe debts could be reduced with juſtice, the more eaſily they 
would be paid off „5 5 

Mr. Francis ſaid, that as this queition was likely to go to a 
diriſion, and as the attention of the Public was attracted, not 
only to the general reſolutions of the Houſe in this buſineſs, 
but to, the particular conduct of individuals, he was very de- 
ſirous that the principles on which he had already voted, and 
thoſe on which he meant to vote that night, ſhould be exactly 
underſtood. An explanation was the more neceſſary, be- 
cauſe, by the form of proceeding which had been obſerved, 


the vote given did not expreſs or convey the real meaning and 


full intention of the perſon who gave it. On the face of the 
vote itſelf it did not appear whether, for example, a perſon 
who yoted for the higher citabliſhment, meant that every part 


of it ſhould or ſhould not be applied to the diſcharge of debt, 


or whether he who voted for the lower ſum, did or did not 
mean to exclude himſelf from all the conſideration of the 
debts and incumbrances. 'T hat, as it did not depend on him 


10 
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to alter the mode of proceeding, he was forced to vote ſimply, 
ves or no, to the motions as they came before him. When the 
queſtion was put to him on a former occaſion, what eſtabliſn- 
ment he would vote for upon a general view of the proviſion fit 


for the Heir Apparent, combined with the fituation of the coun- 


try, and abſtractedly from any conſideration whatſoever of his 
Royal Highneſs's debts and incumbrances; for that was pre- 
ciſely the ſtate in which the queſtion came before him; the 
anſwer he gave it by his vote was, that one hundred thoufand 
pounds was ſufficient. But he did not mean by that vote to 
preclude all conſideration whatever of the debts. He knew 
that it was a caſe of neceſſity, which ſooner or later would 
force itfelf on the attention of Parliament, and with greater 
diſadvantage the longer it was put off. | Y I 
The Houſe had determined in favour of the higher eſtabliſh- 
ment, and he muſt take it for granted that the Houſe would 
adhere to that reſolution. The queſtion, therefore, before 
him at preſent was, whether he would or would not concar 
with a propoſition made by his Royal Highneſs himſelf, to 
apply a conſiderable portion of the ſum they have already 
voted, and which, whether fo applied or not, would be equally 
a burden on the people, to the diſcharge of his debts, or 
_ whether that whole income ſhould be left without any obliga- 
tion upon it, and finally, perhaps, to be ſpent without having 
contributed materially to that very fervice, on account of which, 
in the minds of many Gentlemen, the higher eſtabliſhment 
had been conſented to. This being ſtrictly the ſtate of the 
queſtion then to be determined, he did not ſee how he could 
conſcientiouſly, or with juſtice to the Public, refuſe his aſſent 
to the propoſition as it ſtood. | > L008; 52303}; 
Sir John Call argued for an immediate diſcharge of the debt. 


o 


The beſt and leaſt burdenſome way of providing for it, he 
took to be, the ſale of the Dutchy of Cornwall, which from 


calculations he had made, he conceived would in every reſpect 
be advantageous to the Public, and relieve the Prince from 
his embarraſſments. STO PRINTS SR WE ASI. ee; 
Mr. Wilberforce thought that ſome inquiry ought to be 
made, as to the manner in which the debts had been contract- 
ed, becauſe it might be productive of ſome advantage. He 
had voted for the fmaller ſum on a former night, and though 
he had every with to allow a proper and ſplendid eftabliſhment 
to the Prince, he muſt *confider the preſent urgent neceſſity 
for econom rep emits ge et % f Ht of v4: 
Ar. Maurice Robinſon ſpoke againſt the motionn!:n: 
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The Moſer of the Rolls (Six R. P. Arden) obſerved, that to 
thoſe who had differed on the allowance of 100,000l. and 


_ -1254000). to the Prince, it was ſtill competent to reviſe their 


annals... +... ., | 5 | 
Mr. Burdon thought on the contrary, that the Houſe was 
pledged to the vote which it had given on the former occaſion. 
He nevertheleſs thought it his duty to, oppoſe any additional 
burden; being laid upon the country, and. would throughout 
oppoſe the ſcheme of paying thoſe debts. F 

Me. Sturt ſaid he recollected to have been in the Houſe du- 
ring the laſt Parliament, when in 1787 his Majeſty's miniſter 


had brought down a meſſage from the Rings recommending the 


Payment of the Prince of Wales's debts, but upon the expreſs 
condition that no future application of the ſame nature ſhould 
be made; and the miniſter had gone the length of aſſuring the 


Houſe, that he, individually, would refuſe to bring down any 


meſſage of the kind again; he was therefore ſurpriſed at the 
preſent proceeding, and mult inſiſt that no Member who was in 
the Houle at that time, could conſiſtently, or with any pro- 


priety, agree to pay the Prinec's debts a fecond time; and if 


they did, he ſaw no ſecurity but that they might be called upon 


again. | 


Sir William Dolben agreed to vote For the infliruQion moved, 


becauſe formerly the Houſe had only the aſſurance of the mi- 


niſter upon the ſubject, but the meſſage of that day expreſſed, 


that his Royal Highneſs himſelf was defirous to avoid future 
embarraſſment, and upon this aſſurance he had great reliance. 
With regard to Hanover, he doubted whether his Majeſty re- 
ceived from that Electorate any thing after defraying its expen- 
diture; and as to the Dutchy of Cornwall, if the Prince of 
Wales, from the time he was born, became entitled to the re- 
venues of it, and that they had not been accounted ſor, it 
might be matter of inquiry; but he ſaw no reaſon that the 


country had to look to his Majeſty for the payment of any 


part of theſe debts. e BATON; | go. 
Mr. Bankes ſaid, he conceived the voting of any ſum for 


-the- eſtabliſhment of the Prince, to be totally diſtinct from 
voting money to pay his debts, which he thought the Houſe 


ought not to be called upon to do, after the meſſage that had 


been recorded on their journals in 1787. With regard to 


what had been ſaid reſpecting the marriage, he did not con- 


_ ceive that the Houſe was at all implicated, or in any degree a 


party to it; the debts were notorious before that event took 
place, and it-might have been concluded without their know- 
ing any thing of the matter, 'The payment of debts mult 


always 
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meaſures that went ouly to check ſack things. and thought 
that the Only way to prevent them in future was, by not paying 
the debts incurred in the preſent cate. 

Mr. Sumner ſaid, it was difficult to ſpeak on an affair of ſuch 
a delicate nature, that the accounts which were the ſubject of 
the preſent diſcuſſion, that the items could not be laid on 
the table, In his opinion the creditors ſhould be left to their 
fate, They muſt have known that the revenues of the Dutchy 
of Cornwall, and the furniture of Carlton Houſe, were all they 
had to rely on for their indemnification. If they went beyond 
the amount of thoſe, they were aware of the riſk, and ſhould 
abide the confequences. The queſtion before the Houſe was 
fimply, Whether they ſhould entertain any diſcuſſion reſpect- 
ing the debts of the Prince of Wales? His opinion went moſt 
ſtrongly to negative any ſuch propoſition. He found, from the 
general tenor of the arguments of different Gentlemen on 
that night, that a doubt 8 to ariſe as to the principle on 
which the larger ſum was voted, whether it was with the in- 
tent that a certain portion ſhould be applied for the liquidation 
of the debts of his Royal Highneſs, or whether it was in- 
tended that the whole of that ſum fhould go entirely to his 
eſtabliſhment. He would propoſe an amendment to the motion 
of the Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which 
might tend more fully to explain the intentions of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who voted for the larger ſum. 
The amendment was to the following effect: © That io 
much of the original motion as related to the liquidation of 
the debts of his Royal Highneſs, from his annual eſtabliſhment 


of 125,000]. ſhould be omitted.“ E 7 Eg 
Mr. Grey ſeconded the amendment, becauſe he thought it 


tended to fimplify the motion; he thought thoſe who, like 


himſelf, were willing to give the Prince a proper and ſuitable 
allowance, but at the ſame time were of opinion that the 
Houſe had nothing to do with his debts, had not been fairly 
dealt with, Upon a former occaſion many had voted for the 
larger ſum, becauſe they thought it neceſſary to the ſplendour 
of his eſtabliſhment, who would not have voted for it if they 


had thought any part of it was to be appropriated to the pay- 


ment of his debts. However, the Houſe was not pledged by 
any thing that had been done, and might alter it if they ſhould 
think proper; it was not one of thoſe caſes where money had 


been advanced in conſequence of a reſolution of the Houle; ' 


which ought. always to be confirmed. He declared himſelf 
to be W ts. the payment of the debts in any way, as 


conſidered 


always be unpleaſant ta that Houſe. He did not approve of ' 


# queſtion that ought not to be entertained in the Houſe. He 
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conſidered it as queſtion of raiſing money from the ſub- 


n and entirely different from making a proviſion for the 


rince of Wales. He was againſt pledging the Houſe or the 
Public in any way whatever, that might eventually or con- 
tinpently lead to fixing a burden upon them to pay thoſe {| 
debts, with which he thought they had nothing to do; and |} 


the amendment moved was the beſt way to avoid giving any 


ſuch pledge. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer defeiided himſelf from any 
intention of wiſhing to treat the Hon. Gentleman or the 
Houſe unfairly; on the contrary, he thought that the manner 
in which he had worded the inſtruction, by giving room for 


the propoſed amendment, was the faireſt public way of diſ- 


'cuſling the ſubject. He agreed, that undoubtedly during the 
| progreſs of any meafure in that Houſe, they might alter any 
former reſolution come to upon it; but until that was done, 


the laſt refolution was always confidered to be the ſenſe of the 


Houſe. He had ſtated before that on the event of his Royal 


Highnefs's death, ſome other fund was to be made chargeable 


For the remainder of the debts. He would vote againſt the 


amendment propoſed. 
Mr. Fox contended, that by the inſtruction propoſed; they 


were not voting money for the Prince's debts, nor pledging the 
Houfe to pay them. That was to be a future conſideration, 


and one upon which he thought an arrangement might eaſily 
be made when he knew the reſources which the Prince poſ- 


ſeſſed, and the aſſiſtance which he might derive from the mu- 


niſicence of his father. The Houſe, by agreeing to the in- 
ſtruction moved, were not pledged for one farthing of the 
debts; and as to the mode of bringing the ſubject forward, 
every one muſt allow, that where ſo many queſtions were in- 


volved, there was a difficulty in determining which ſhould be 


firſt diſcuſſed. He tamented the neceſſity for Tetting apart any 
preciſe quantum of the Prince's income for the payment of 
his debts; becauſe that ought to be determined by him; but 


the difficulty which he felt on that point was obyiated by the 


meſſage which the Houſe had juſt received, and the ſubſtance 
of which, he truſted, would be ſtill more diltinctiy avowed in 


Tome future communication. Upon this point ſome new in- 
ſtruction might be neceſſary, and he truſted that due notice 


would be given when it was to be brought forward. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed i in what had been ſaid 
by the Right Hon. Gentleman. 

Mr. Martin roſe, in conſequence of an obſervation that 
had fallen: from the Secretary of State early in the debate, 


22 Right Hon. Gentleman . ſaid, that if the preſent 
motion 


—— 
- 
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motion was not agreed to, there would be much public diſap- 


probation; this, he had every reaſon to believe, was not the 
caſc, and though he felt every reſpect for the Royal Family, 
as far as they were connected with the conſtitution of the 
country, he did not think that applications like the preſent 
were likely to favour them in . pinion of that Houſe or 
the count. | ren 2415 . Eat 

Mr. Sheridan faid, it certainly was not his intention in that 
ſtage of the buſineſs to enter into any long difcuffion 3. when 
the proper time came he would ſpeak out plainly, without 


courting 8 on one ſide, or fearing diſpleaſure on the 


other. That the Houſe, by agreeing to the motion before them, 
were in no degree pledging themſelves for the payment of the 
Prince's debts, he differed from his Right Hon. Friend. But 
he differed ſtill more from the Right Hon. Gentleman op- 
_ polite. The only queſtion. that ought to be before them, was 
fiimply, whether the debts were to be paid or not? By the mode 
in which it had been brought forward, this direct queſtion 
might be evaded. The reaſoning of his Right Hon. Friend 
with regard to an annual income to be allowed to the Prince 
might be true, but it could not be ſo with the King's miniſter; 


for if he required 125,000l. as an adequate income for the 


Prince, certainly he could not mean to pay his debts out of it ; 


and if, on the other hand, a part was to be paid out of that 


ſum, the Houſe was pledged to pay thoſe debts under the 
evaſion of making a ſuitable proviſion for his Royal Highneſs. 
He would rather have preferred addreſſing the King upon the: 
ſubject than the mode that had been followed. As to the 
language that had been ufed, reprobating this application to: 
Parliament as a breach of promiſe, and other obſervations of 
that ſort, he would not at that time give any opinion. The 
Public certainly never would believe that the King's miniſter 


propoſed an annual income of 125,000). for the Prince, with- 
out any reference to the debts, and they ought not to be trifled 


and quibbled with, by being told at the ſame time that they 
were not pledged to pay them; they ought not to be deluded, 
humbugged, and deceived in that way, but fairly and at once 
let to know whether they were to pay the debts or not. That 
night it was not his intention to vote either way—this ſeemed 
to ſurpriſe ſome Gentlemen oppoſite, but to thoſe who ge- 
nerally made up their minds upon all queſtions before they 
came into the Houſe, it was to be expected they muſt be 
aſtoniſhed that he had not made up his after he was in it. He 
was againſt giving any inſtructions to the Committee, relative 


—_ 


to the payment of the debts, yet he would give it as his po- | 


litive Opinion, that they ought to be paid immediately, for the 
e oe | | dignity 
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dignity of the country, and the ſituation of the Prince. Ile 


ought not to be ſeen rolling about the ſtreets in his ſtate- coach 


as an inſolvent prodigal: But, while he ought. to be relieved 
from his embarrafiments, the Public ſhould not be burdened 
with the preſſure of a hair, in affording him that relief. By 
coming at all to that Houfe to pay his debts, the Prince had 
been ill adviſed; and he fincerely believed the King had not 


an honeſt miniſter about him, or ee they never would have 


heard of ſuch an application to Parliament. 

The debts might and ought to be paid. If it was meant 
to keep monarchy reſpectable in the eyes of this country, and 
of the world, a different conduct ſhould have been purſued. 

The ſum of two or three hundred thouſand pounds he reckon- 
cd triſling, when compared to the unbecoming ſituation of 
an Heir Apparent to the Crown, without independence, and, 
what, was worſe, without character. In the courſe of. thoſe 


diſcuſſions, Gentlemen had applied bold and ftrong language 


to that illuſlrious Prince; but there were other high and illuſ- 
trious characters, who,. in ſuture diſcuſſions, mult be told as 


plainly what the Public have a right to expect from them, and 


what their conduct ought to bave been upon the preſent oc- 
caſion, however ungracious the taſlꝭ might be. 
The Chancellor of the Euchequen ſaid, he could not in point of 
oder reply to: the Hon. Gentlemama ſpeech, nor did he mean 
This certainly was a queſtion in which. the Hon. Gentle- 
man felt» himſelf very much intereſted, though he had told 
the Houſe he did not intend to vote upon it either way, be- 
cauſe he had not made up his mind. He muſt take the liberty 
to ſay that if the Hon. Gentleman had given his attendance 
to the former diſcuſſions on the ſubject, as he ought to have 
done, in his place, or even had he been earlier in his attend- 


ance that night, he would have heard ee to make up his . 


mind upon. 
Mr. Shberidun "ITY it was unneceſſary for him to ſtate to 


the Houſe the reaſons * which prevented his attendance, and 
were he to ſtate them, they moſt probably would be unnte!- 


ligivle to that Right Hon. Gentleman. His reaſon. for giving 


no vote was, becauſe he did not approve of the motion before 
the Houſe; it was a meaſure confuſed and indirect. When 
the. poſitive queſtion, - © Whether the debts ought to be paid 
or not? was before the Houſe, he would: have no o heſitation 


in ene 


Me. Shevidan dar ied within a week: « or two, and had been able? 
from the Houſe on that account. | 


The 


Joxe 1] | 
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The Houſe divided on the amendment: 


and the other orders of the day, were * tll Weds. 


neſday. 


Ayes = 


Now =» 


52 5 N 
8 


— 26 


Ar 214 * 
The Houſe then divided on the original motion: 


— | 26: 
; Majority 196 
The Ropout of the Committee on the Rage 8 dunn, 


| Adjourned at eleven 0 clock. | 
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' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tours pax, June 2. 


In a Committee of Privileges, heard evidence further i in the | 
claim of Stapleton to the Barony of Beaumont. 
The Royal afſent was given by commiſſion to ſeveral public 


and private Bills. 


Lord Ha T (Earl of Kinnoul), on account of the abſence of 
a Noble and Learned Lord (Thurlow), withdrew his notice of 
a motion relative to a ſtanding order of the eee and gave a 


new notice for a future day. 


Heard counſel on an x Incloſure Bill. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF ' COMMONS. 
| Toxspar, June A... 


Mr. Roſe moved for leave to bring in a Bill to remove doubts 
relative to an Act made this ſeſſion of Parliament reſpeCting 


certain duties of exciſe; which, after a few words from General 
Smith, was granted. 


The Houſe, in a Committee, came to a reſolution to grant 


leave to bring in a Bill for the importing of fine lk from any 


country now in amity with his Majeſty. 
The Friendly Society Bill paſſed the Committee, aide} the 
Report was ordered to be received next day. | 
Mr. Ryder moved for leave to bring in a Bill to enable 
woolcombers to exercife their trade in any town in Great 
Britain, &c.— Granted. | 
A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe that their 


| Lordibips had agreed to ſeveral private Bills. 


MR. MALESPINE'S AFFIDAVIT, 


On the motion of Mr. Thelluſſpn that a copy of the afſ- 
davit of Mr. Maleſpine, verifying certain facts, &c. be laid be - 
fore the Houſe, 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he had never ſhewn an en mel to the pro- 
duQion of papers that tended to elucidate the ſubject to which this 
affidavit referred, or which any perſon might think neceſſary. 
But he muſt ſtate to the Houſe what were his doubts as to the 


regularity of producing this aſſdavit before ſome deciſion _— 
| E 
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be had, whether the conduct of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John 


ſervis in the Weſt Indies ſhould be inquired into, becauſe this 


might be made evidence hereafter in the courſe of that inquiry, 


if it ſhould be inflituted. He was aware an afhdavit had been 
produced in that Houſe, but that was made under circum- 
ſtances very different from this. That affidavit was not made 
aſter a view of the proceedings which had been already had 
in Parliament upon this ſubject, and was of a date prior to 
ſuch proceedings; but the preſent affidavit was of a date ſub- 
ſequent to the debate in that Houſe upon that buſineſs, and 
ſeemed to have been procured rather in conſequence of that 
debate, and circulated pretty induſtriouſſy among the Members 
of the Houſe, and in the city, and conveyed a direct attack on 
officers who were not preſent to defend themſelves. Inſtead 


of this affidavit, he ſhould like to ſee Mr. Maleſpine giving his 


evidence at the bar of that Houſe, if the inquiry was inſtituted. 
His difficulty aroſe on the queſtion of the regularity of ad- 
mitting papers of this nature, not that he had any objection to 
the afhdavit being laid upon the table, becauſe he did not he- 
ſitate to ſtate roundly that the affidavit in queſtion was from 
one end of it to the other a groſs and ſcandalous perjury, and 
he hoped it was not fo looſely worded, but that the author of 
it might be brought to condign puniſhment, for which purpoſe 
proceedings were to be inſtituted in a court of law. | 
Sir William Yeung agreed with Mr. Grey, that bringing up 
the affidavit would be in every reſpect in the teeth of pre- 
cedent. : 3 | | | 
Mr. C. Dundas ſaid, he alſo would confirm the aſſertion 
of Mr. Grey reſpecting the affidavit of Mr. Maleſpine, and 


evidence was then attending who would contradict every part 


of it, He had made inquiry into. the character of another 
officer { General Dundas) who had been attacked, and whoſe 


reputation was dear to him—he meant his brother, now no 


more, The reſult of his inquiry had been ſuch as to prove, 
that that brave man had never acted ſo as to call for cenſure on 


his conduct. He was no more, and he requeſted thoſe Gen- 


tlemen who were about to move for an inquiry, that they 
would not let any falſe delicacy, or any reſpect for the aſhes 
of the dead, prevent them from bringing his conduct alſo to an 
examination. He aſked this, becauſe he felt the full confidence 
that the reſult muſt do honour to the character of that gallant 
officer, by a triumphant victory over the affailants of his 
fame. He aſked this alſo, becauſe he ſaw his character ſhame- 
fully attacked in the tate papers of another nation. Victar 
Huet, the commiſſioner, in his public diſpatches, had carried 
enmity beyond the grave, and had baſely inſulted the memory 
eee 31 of 
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of a man, whom he had feared to meet when living. He im- 
plored thoſe who called for examination, to let it extend to the 
length he aſked, and thereby do juſtice to the reputation 


of a gallant officer, whoſe conduct never was before im. 


peached. - | | 8 8 
Sir W. Scott obſerved, that this affidavit could not regularly | 
be laid before the Houſe; it was not evidence of any thing 


poſitive even in the court where it was taken, for it only ſtated 
the opinion of the perſon who made it, and as what he be- 


lieved, not what he knew. | 


Mr. Barham ſaid, he had aſked for no other papers but 


what were neceſſary to ground his motion upon. He ſhould 
act ſolely upon the evidence before the Houſe, and confine 


Himſelf to the papers upon the table. In reſpect to what had 
fallen from an Hon. Gentleman, concerning a gallant officer 
now dead, he challenged the recollection of the Houſe, whe- 


ther he ever had ſaid a word imputing blame againſt him, 
When he did not blame him, it was not through a delicacy of 


reverencing the dead; it was becauſe he believed none of his 


actions ever merited cenſure. _ LE | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that it was with him a matter of regret 


that this aſſidavit could not, according to the rules of the 


Houſe, be laid before them; but that, however, was in ſome 


meaſure compenſated by its being in the hands of almoſt 
every Member. His Hon. Friend had ſaid, that this affidavit 


was a groſs perjury from the beginning to the end; He had 


very little doubt of that, for upon examination it would be 
found to bear ſtrong internal marks of perjury, from its incon- 


ſiſtencies. ü | 1 | | 
Mr. Thellufn ſaid, that his brother had been charged on a 


former occaſion with having made a wilful miſrepreſentation 


in his memorial on this buſineſs; and this affidavit was made 


in conſequence, He then gave a hiſtory of the proceedings 


of the Committee of which his brother was the chairman, 


and maintained that his brother had done nothing for which 
he was not juſtified. * 85 


Mr. Foddrell ſtated, that the affidavit was in a great mea- 
ſure miſrepreſented, and did not contain the inconſiſtencies 


pointed out to the extent that Gentlemen deſcribed them. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, his objection was fimply this, that he did not 


like to take the affidavit of a man, who, if he gave evidence 
at all, ought in this caſe to give it at the bar of the Houle, 
But as this affidavit had been circulated ſo much, he thought 


it ought to be commented upon in the courſe of the debate 


upon this buſineſs, otherwiſe two great officers, of high 


character, would be treated in a very unbecoming _ 
| : „55 ; Wm 


| 
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for they ns wg ter eames groſsly in this extraordi- 
nary athdavit. He could have wiſhed that this aſſidavit might 
have been laid upon the table, eſpecially if there was to be 
no inquiry into the conduct of theſe officers, becauſe if the 
afidavit were on the table it would be regular to diſcuſs it. 
Mr. Alderman Lufhington ſaid, his Hon. Friend had been re- 
gular in his proceedings. This was a great queſtion to a 
commercial country; it was a queſtion of policy, not of guilt. 
His Friend, Mr. Thellufſon, had been called upon to do as 
he had done. When the facts ſtated in thoſe aflidavits were 
made known to him, as he had no reaſon to know the charac- 
ter of M. Maleſpine to be bad, he could do no otherwiſe than 
preſent the remonſtrance which he did. T 
Mr. Whitbread ſpoke againſt the affidavit in expreſs terms; 
he was certain, he ſaid, of an Hon. Gentleman's affertion, that 
he could prove the falſehood of the memorial, and the affida- 
vit, which was manifeſtly founded on it. Should the affida- 
vit be received, it would be eſtabliſhing a dangerous precedent. 
The character of the officers whom it tended to criminate, 
was highly deſerving, and the more it was inveſtigated the 
greater luſtre would be added to it. | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that Gentlemen 
were pretty nearly going into a debate upon the ſubject, which 
they ſhould not do until it was opened by the Hon. Gentle- 
| = who had given notice of bringing the ſubject forward 
that day... y 8 | 
: The queſtion for laying the affidavit before the Houſe was 
then put and negatived. „5555 | 
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„ | TEE NAVY. DE | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he had troubled the Houſe on 
various occaſions to attend to certain regulations reſpecting the 
payment of the wages of ſeamen ; thoſe regulations had been 
adopted, and he truſted that the beneficial effects of them had 
been already felt. He had an object at preſent in view of a 
ſimilar nature; it related to half-pay officers of the navy. 
They were a ſet of men who were ſubje& at preſent 
to intolerable hardſhips. When called upon to go in- 
to actual ſervice, they found themſelves in a very awk- 
ward ſituation; The pittance that was paid to them was 
ſo ſmall, that it did not anſwer the purpoſes of fitting them 
out for the ſervice; the : conſequence of which was, that 
they found themſelves involved in great difficulties. They had 
occaſion for money to fit them out, for which purpoſe they 
uſually went to an agent, to whom they paid five per cent. in- 
tereſt, to which was to be added money for commiſſion, and 
e,, . e for 
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for aſſurance of their lives when they are going upon an ha- 
zardous enterpriſe; ſo that altogether out of this miſerable 
pittance, the deduction was not leſs than eighteen per cent, 
His object was to remove theſe difficulties, and put an end to 
this enormous expence; for which purpoſe he ſhould propoſe, 
that they ſhould have three months wages in advance, when 
called into actual ſervice z and that they ſhould be allowed to 
draw bills at three months, fix months, or twelve months, as 
they might think fit to ſuit their convenience, which bills 
would be regularly paid without any of the expence which he 
Had already ſpecied. Another point which he had in view | 
was, that of a regulation of the payment of widows penſions, 
He propoſed that they ſhould be paid by bills drawn for that 
purpoſe, without any expence or inconvenience at their own 
doors. He concluded with moving for leave to bring in a Bill 
for the more ready and convenient payment of the wages of 
the half-pay officers of his Majeſty's navy, ce. 
Colon? Maitland did not oppoſe this; on the contrary, he 
declared he was extremely happy that the ſubject was brought 
forward. The half-pay officers of the navy were unqueſtion- 
ably objects highly worthy the attention of that Houſe ; but 
he was of opinion alfo, that ſomething ſhould be done in 
favour of the ſubalterns of the army, ni. hy caſe was at pre- 
fent a very hard one; and he was forry that after proviſion had 
been made this ſeſſion, for ſeveral objects, and one very large 
and extenſive, to a certain high character, that ſtill the ſubal- 


. 


terns of the army ſhould have been negleQed. 


The Secretary at War denied that there was any mclin-tion 
in his Majeſty's miniſters to neglect the ſubalterns of the 
army, as ſeemed to have been juſt inſinuated. It was eaſier 
to talk of relief in general terms, than to procure it; and the 
Hon. Gentleman had not ſtated any ſpecific remedy, nor made 
out any ſpecific grievance in the caſe to which he alluded. | 

Colonel Maitland ſaid, he thought it was ſufficiently ſpeciſi- 
ed, to {tate that the ſubalterns of the Britiſh army ought to 
have ſome proviſion made for them. The fact was ſo; nay, 
he would venture to ſay that every Gentleman in that Houle 
gave more reward to his footman annually, than ſome of the 
hali-pay officers in the army received from the Public. 

General Smith approved of the motion of Mr. Dundas. The re- 
zulations he propoſed he thought perfectly ſalutary, and ſuch as 
mult meet the approbation of every man who had the intereſt 
of the Britiſh navy at heart. He wiſhed, however, that the 
care of the Right Hon. Secretary would alſo extend to the 
India officers, who were equally deſerving of their country. 


3 Colt 
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Colonel Rolle approved of the motion.—-The cafe of mid- 
ſhipmen, at the concluſion of a war, was, he obſerved, pe- 
culiarly Hard, and merited ſome ſalutary relief. | 
Mr. Felyll wiſhed to know whether the Right Hon. Secre- 
tary meant to include marines in his regulations? to which 
Mr. Dundas ſigninied affent by geſture. ; | 
General Macled ſaid, he was not much in the habit of be- 
ſtowing praiſe upon the Secretary of State; therefore, as he 
did ſo now, there would be the leſs reaſon to doubt his.fince- 
rity. He certainly applauded the Right Hon. Gentleman very 
highly for his motion. He alfo hoped that the caſes of the 


other perſons alluded to would have the miniſter's attention. 
The motion was then put and carried, as was alſo a motion 


for a Bill to regulate the payment of the widows penſions. 


CONDUCY OF SIR CHARLES GREY AND SIR JOHN JERVIS. 
Mr. Barham proceeded to call the attention of the Houſe 
to the ſubjeCt of which he trad given notice—he meant the 
conduct of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis in the Welt 
Indies. He truſted it would be unneceſſary for him to fay any 
thing in vindication of bimſelf, for riſing upon this occaſion. 
He was aware of the manner in which accuſations of that kind 
were generally received in that Houſe, particularly whea 
charges were made againſt characters which every one had 
been uſed to admire, and whom therefore moſt would natural- 
ly wiſh to protect. He felt alſo that this was a ſubject which 
was not likely to bring popularity to thoſe who conducted it, 
and that there were ſeveral perſons whom he perhaps could 
have expected to have joined him, would not be very ready to 
divide with him the unpopularity of this buſineſs. He was 
aware alſo he ſhould not receive that aſſiſtance which he moſt 
wanted, from a quarter where once he had great hope of it. 
Notwithſtanding all this diſcouragement, the ſubject was of 
ſuch a nature, that he could not, conſiſtently with his duty, 
abandon it, He was fully convinced that the conduct in the 
Welt Indies of which he complained, was ſuch as to demand 
the interpoſition of the Houſe, whether they confidered the 
commercial intereſt of the country, or the recovery of the na- 
tional honour, If he ſhould hear any thing of delay in this 
buſineſs, and the delay was imputed to him, he ſhould be 
ready to meet it; for although it was undoubtedly true that 
he took blame to himſelf upon a former occaſion, for becoming 
a principal in this buſineſs, yet it was true alfo, that the motion 
wich which he intended to conclude, could not, conſiſtently, 
be made one day ſooner than that on which he was ſpeaking. 

ii was neceſſary. he ſhould ſtate that application had been made 
| 4 


oy 2 : * 
e 
. e A Is 
1 * a A *. | Tine] — 
© nde 8 
N het + S 
OR) IN wr >. 
— RE 7 A 
. "I * 4 — 


2 "oe? n *. e. 5 , * e 
Ar - 1 wo a EIN A . * why nt eo , "9 1 
K . 8 — . 8 x 's „ (PLING 
"5 Fairs. ob HH r « The 4 * ” p — 1 8 1 
8 . 2 Is N as wr; « p Wo * v * & J S ? 2 
1 ® a „ * 5 5 8 7 PI 8 ” 1 . * 
eee r CEP \ My Se AG, * 1 r "A GOTO 3 mm Waka ag oa wy Roa Rr 4 bat" * R 
5 N * 5 .. . * + - 5 — 0 * 
— "po — ——— — — — * _— — mt — — 2 ” * 1 n a 


dart 3th; +4. 

* 23 . . 
"i . s 2 N 
o OT EE r * >> 


4 2 1 1 
3 n 
Woe i I 
2 — ——— — 2 — 


N 


3 A 


Wes duc ER WF. nds 4, 
— — 


— 5 nnen op og itt 


24 
; 
4 
6 8 
3 

(5 
«þ 
vt 
ot 
z 
$*F 
A 


P 
* — 2 


— —ũ—äùÿöv —— — — 


and to avoid the high tone which they might otherwiſe adopt, 
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to miniſters upon the conduct of theſe commanders in the 
Weſt Indies, as far back as the month of Auguſt laſt ; but no 
anſwer had been obtained from them until the following 
April. And as he did not make this motion as a matter of 
courſe, but upon the ground of facts, the delay became un- 
avoidable. The firſt anſwer from: the Duke of Portland to 

Lord Penrhyn, was, that the law officers of the Crown were 

not fully prepared to make their report upon the buſineſs. This 
was on the 7th of April: On the 4th of May, he made his 


motion for certain papers to be laid before the Houſe. When 


theſe papers were produced, he gave notice of the preſent 
motion, which he appointed for the ſecond open day, which 
was afterwards deferred at the expreſs deſire of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. So much for the delay. A great deal had 
been ſaid on the order of the proceeding. It appeared to him 
that in that point of view alſo he had taken the beſt courſe, and 
the moſt regular and Parliamentary one. For this he had con- 
ſulted very high authority. It had been ſtated alſo that the pro- 
ceeding on his part was prepoſterous ; why, he did not know. 
It appeared to him, when an allegation was made on one 
fide, and diſputed on the other, to be proper to make it the 
ſubject of inveſtigation, provided the point in conteſt be ſuffi- 


tiently important to occupy the attention of that Houſe. One 


Gentleman, when this matter was before the Houſe, had ob- 
jected even to the granting of the papers which were then 
upon the table, unleſs he who moved for them ſhould pledge 
himſelf to follow up that motion with another, for an inquiry 
into the conduct of theſe commanders, becauſe the granting 
of ſuch papers had ſomething of the tendency of a cenſure 


on theſe gentlemen. From the ſame premiſes he drew a con- 


trary concluſion ; for it appeared to him, that if papers relat- 


_ Ing to the conduct of commanders be brought forward in the 
Houſe of Commons, and afterwards the perſon moving for 


them did not chuſe to call for an inquiry, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow that he was ſatisfied with that conduct which the papers 
had ferved to evince. If he had been of opinion that no 


blame was imputable to theſe officers, he ſhould certainly not 
have come forward then, and he was ſorry to ſay, that how- 


ever good the characters of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John 


Jervis might be, the perſons who complained of them had not, 


in his opinion, complained without foundation. He was will- 
ling to confeſs the characters of theſe commanders were high 
in every reſpect, except as to their conduct in the Weſt Indies: 


But if it was ſuppoſed that he made this acknowledgment, not 


from the dictates of his own feelings, but to pacify his opponents, 


that 
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that was a miſtake, for he was ſincere in the praiſes which he 


was beſtowing on the characters of theſe. commanders, and 
what he ſaid upon that part of the ſubje& aroſe out of the 
- impulſe of his own, mint. | N 
With regard to the letter of Sir Charles Grey, by which he 
ſtated that he kept no copy of ſome of tlie proceedings, par- 
ticularly a proclamation in the iſlands, he apprehended it to be 


- of itlelf evidence of ſome blame, or he confeſſed he did not 


underſtand the matter at all. When he found that this procla- 
mation was complained of there, and diſapproved of at home, 
did he not think fit to order and preſerve a copy of it? 
Did not miniſters aſk for copies? If there ever was a copy of 
the proceedings in the iſlands, when did ir difappear ? 


Did it diſappear when it was ſuſpected that an inquiry 


into the whole proceedings would take place? All theſe queſ- 
tions ought to be anſwered plainly and unequivocally. If ſuch 
papers as theſe were not to be returned by commanders, there 
would be an end at once of all the inquiſitorial power of that 
Houſe, and he would defy any Gentleman in it to ſay that 
there was any check on the conduct of any commander, be it 
ever ſo atrocious. This letter of Sir Charles Grey ſtated alſo, 
that the accounts which had been ſent home were not correct. 
What reaſon there was for that aſſertion he did not know. He 
knew of no inaccuracy in them; but although they were ac- 
curate as far as they went, they were not complete. There 
were ſome papers I great importance, which were not yet 
before the Houſe; he, however, had. the good fortune to be 
ſupplied with one, which he ſhould make the Houſe acquainted 
with, by reading it as part of his ſpeech, before he concluded 
what he had to ſay upon the ſubject. If Gentlemen who might 
oppoſe him ſhould. deny the authenticity of the document, he 


would undertake to prove it; he ſhould beg to be underſtood. 


as being at iſſue with his opponents upon that point z,and that 
| he was ready to riſk the whole queſtion upon that fact: — This 
was a petition of ſome of the inhabitants of St, Lucia, 

Before he proceeded to ſtate the grounds of the motion with 
which he intended to conclude, Mr. Barham ſaid, he ſhould in- 
form the Houſe that his motion was not for a Committee of 


inquiry into the conduct of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John 


Jervis, and this for two reaſons; One, that he was not at 
all pledged to make any ſuch motion; nor could he tell 
wat motion would be proper, until he had ſeen the papers 
which he moved for. The other, that he did not think he 
ſlould obtain it if he moved for it; and that a great part of his 
object might be obtained without inquiry; however, if his 
opponents ſhould propoſe an inquiry, he could have no ob- 
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410 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. | [Controns, 
jection. It had been ſaid, that the memorials of the command. 
ers had been in his poſſeſſion for four months. They had 
never been in his poſſeſſion 3; they were laid before the Houſe, | 
With regard to ſome of the proceedings of the commanders 
in the Welt Indies, they needed no evidence, they ſpoke ſor 
themſelves intelligibly enough, and to them he ſhould confine 
the grounds of his motion. Out of them he did not intend 
to travel, unleſs his opponents fhould ſet him the example. If 
they ſhould, then he muſt oppoſe aſſertion to affertion, opinion 
to opinion. If there were letters in extenuation from Mr. Soran, 
as was once aſſerted, he ſhould aſſent that he knew nothing of Mr. 
Soran, or that they might be merely letters of gratitude to his 
benefactors. If he ſhould be told of the ſervice of plate that 
Had been given to theſe commanders, and that this was a proof 
of the eſtimation of their fervices in the iſlands, he ſhould 
anſwer, that this was net expreſſive of the general ſentiments 
of the inhabitants, but was the act of a few perſons who were 
dependent upon the commanders. If they ſhould fay any thing 
of the teſtimonials, he ſhould anſwer, that the inhabitants of 
the iftands are now complaining in courts of juſtice of the con- 
duct of theſe commanders a proof that theſe inhabitants think 
their conduct illegal, as well as unfair. There was a do- 

' cument on the table which ſome Gentlemen might rely upon 
a good deal, in the diſcuſſion of this matter. He meant the 
affidavit of General Myers. He had nothing to ſay againſt 
this officer, but he muſt remark that as the document had been 
laid on the table without any notice to him or any other perſon 
intereſted in the part he took in this diſcuſſion, it would have 
been but fair to allow time to them to anſwer it. Beſides, this 
aſſidavit was nothing but ex parte evidence, and that too from 
a witneſs who was ſomething of a party in the buſineſs. 

In order that the Houſe ſhould clearly underſtand what part 
he ſhould take, and what he ſhould decline, it was neceſſary - 
For him to ſtate, as he had ſaid before, that if his opponents 
ſhould, by way of amendment to his motion, move for an in- 
quiry, he ſhould vote for ſuch an amendment, but he ſhould 
not, for the reaſons he had already ſtated, move for any inquiry 
himſelf, There were ſeveral points to be conſidered in this 
buſineſs. One, the original promiſe of protection from the 
commanders to the inhabitants of the iflands., A ſecond, 
how ſar the conditions had been complied with? Thirdly, 
how far they had been forfeited by the conduct of the inha- | 
bitants? This could not be done, however, without inquiry. 
The next thing would be, the degree of reſiſtance which the 
inhabitants made to his Majeſty's troops in the iſlands, and 
wicther it juſtified the ſeverity and the force of {acct ot 
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which had been adopted. Theſe were points which could 


not, he ſaid, be ſettled without inquiry, and therefore he put 
them by for the preſent; nor would it be neceſſary for him at 
all to notice them, unleſs the inquiry ſhould be entered into; 
and in order to give his opponents full benefit of every thing 


that could be urged on thoſe topics, he would admit before- 


hand every thing that it was poſſible for them to prove. Sup- 
poſing then the reſiſtance to have been made, he would conſider 
how far the proclamation of the commanders could be juſtified 
according to the practice of war in modern days, and accord- 
ing to the law of nations; how far it ſuited the particular 
ſituation of the Weſt India iflands at the time, and how far it 
was compatible with the general intereſt of the ſtate.— With 
regard to the reſiſtance made by the inhabitants of the iſlands 
to his Majeſty's troops, he was perſuaded that all the accounts 
which had been given of it, were very much exaggerated. 
What he complained of did not apply particularly to the par- 
ticular acts of ſeverity of the commanders; they, many of them, 
were now in a courſe of legal diſcuſſion; but it was the prin- 
ciple of the proclamation on which thoſe acts proceeded. And 
he could not help obſerving, that the conduct of thoſe who de- 


fended the commanders, was a little curious. If he complained 


of the acts, they referred to the proclamation. If he complain- 
ed of the proclamation, they referred to the acts. With regard 
to the proclamation, he ſhould conſider it in a general way, 
and examine the ſpirit of it, for it was not at all neeeſſary to 
examine it by verbal criticiſms, or nice diſtinctions; the plain 
and broad meaning of, it was obvious. He proceeded to read 
extracts from the printed papers, in the courſe of which he 
made ſeveral comments. In the firſt place, the inhabitants, he 
obſerved, were told, ** that all thoſe who avyailing them- 
{clves of the invitation, in a quiet and peaceable manner, ſhould 
ſubmit to the authority: of the King, and put themſelves un- 
ierhis Majeſty's protection, ſhould be aſſured of perſonal ſafety, 
as well as a full and immediate enjoyment of all their lawful 
property, according to their ancient laws and cuſtoms, and on 
the molt advantageous terms, thoſe perſons alone excepted 
whoſe removal ſhould be found neceflary for the ſafety of the 
iſland ; and even to perſons of this deſcription, whatever may 
be their conduct, we promiſe a ſafe conveyance to France.” 
lu this nothing was faid of confiſcation. He then came to the 
two proclamations of the Toth of May and 21ſt of May 1794, 
on which he chiefly founded his motion, and ſigned by 
Voneral Preſcot, under the order of the commanders, 
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By his Excellency Robert Preſcott, Eſq. Lieutenant General of his Bi 


tannic Majeſty's Forces, Governor and Commander in Chief oF ws Iſland 

of Martinico and its Dependencies. 

The inhabitants of the different quarters of the illand of . are 
deſired to meet in their reſpective pariſhes, for the purpoſe of chooſing, by 
ballot, for their repreſentative, an intelligent perſon of known integrity; 
and thoſe deputies, after they are choſen, are requeſted to aſſemble next Sun. 
day, the 18th inſtant, in the town of Fort Royal, to meet the Commiſſaries 
appointed by their Excellencies Sir Charles Grey, K. B. and Admiral Sir 
John Jervis, K. B. for the purpoſe of fixing, in an equitable and efficacious 


manner, a general contribution (the amount of which ſhall be made known 
to the repreſentative of each pariſh), to be paid by all thoſe who poſſe 


property in the colony: The commander in chief having decided, that ſuch 


an arrangement would be much more convenient than a general confiſca- 
tion. Other matters concerning the welfare of the ene will alſo be pro- 


pan to them. 
Given at the Governor's Houſe at St. Pieter, on the tenth of May, one 


thouſand ſeven hund _ and ninety- ny in the thirty-fourth year of his Ma- 


(Signed) | ROBERT PRESCOTT, 
By och of the General, 8 . | 
(signed) B. Clir ron, Secretary. 


By Order of their Excellencies, General Sir Charles Grey, and Admiral $ir 


John Jervis, Commanders in Chief of his Britannic Py s Fleet and 
Armies in the Welt Indies, | 


No attention having been paid to the be of the roth inflant, 
iſſued by his Excellency General Preſcott, deſiring all the good people of this 


colony to aſſemble in their reſpective pariſhes and quarters, for the purpeſe 

of chooſing perſons of known intelligence, and approved integrity, to repre- 
ſent them in an aſſembly, which, according to the ſaid proclamation, was to 
be held at Fort Royal, Sunday, the r8th inſtant, to meet the Commiſſaries 


appointed and duly authoriſed by the commanders in chief, and to confer with 
them on the moſt equitable and moſt expeditious way and means to raiſe 
a ſum of money adequate to the walue of the conqueſt deſtined to reward the 
valour, to compenſate the exceſſive fatigues, and their conſequences, ſickneſs, 


and mortality, and to make good the heavy expence incurred by the Britiſh 


officers,” ſoldiers, and ſailors, who, with unſhaken firmneſs, and matchleſo 
perſeverance, have atchieved the conqueſt of this iſland, ſubjected it to the 


| Britiſh Government, reſcued from a wretched exile the greateſt number of itz 


inhabitants, and reſtored them to the quiet poſſe Jon ot their Froperty, the cons 
fiſcation of which had already been decreed : 
And the procraſtination of this general arrangernent being the cauſe 
which preve nts many well- di ſpoſed inhabitants from carrying their commo- 


4 


dities | 
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dities to market, and procuring themſelves what is neceſſary for their habi- 
tations, to the obvious prejudice of the whole colony : 

The commanders in chief, in order to remove an evil of wy » importance 
and which is daily increaſing, enact and ordain as follows:. | 

I. The civil commiſſaries, each in his reſpective pariſh, are to drave up and 
deliver, as ſoon as poſſible, exact liſts of the habitations ſituated in the ſaid 

_ pariſhes, containing the number of ſlaves, cattle, acres of land, buildings, and 
plantations, an eſtimate of thoſe objects, and a ſpecification of all ſorts of pro- 
ductions made and gathered on each eſtate, wherein ought to be diſtinguiſhed 
thoſe that bona fide had been made and collected before che twenty. third of 
laſt March. | 

II. The civil ee eee the pariſhes of the different towas and 
boroughs are likewiſe to draw up and deliver a lift of the houſes, ſlaves, and 
ſervants, to be found in the ſaid towns and boroughs, ſtating the proprietors 
thereof, the yearly rent of each houſe, and enumerating all forts of property, 
compriſed under the denomination of goods, commodities, or merchandiſe 
in the ſaid towns and boroughs. 

III. The civil commiſſaries are alſo ordered, in their reſpe&i ive quarters, 
to demand the ledgers, and all account-books, notes, and deeds belonging 

to captains or agents of the French trade, as well as an exact account of all 
ſorts of property, falling under the deſcription of vacant ſucceſſion, in each 
quarter of the colony, with a correct inventory of all the goods, effects, and 
chattels, belonging to ſuch perſons as have taken arms in hand, or been 
killed during the ſiege, or baniſhed the iſland ; and further, a ſpecification 
of all property velanging to hd id any deſcription whatewer, re Nading i in 
France. 

IV. The civil contmilfacies are to name in their reports all perſons, ch | 
out exception, that ſhould delay giving in the different ſpecifications required» 
or be ſuſpected of making a falſe declaration, or fail to give the uſual aſſctance, 
neceſſary for the exactneſs and impartiality of reports of that kind ; it bein 
the intention and wiſh, that the intended levy be made in the moſt equitable 
manner, and in exact proportion with the means of each individual. 


v. The ſaid reports are to be made with all poſſible expedition, ſo that on 
baturday the 31ſt inſt. or ſooner, they may be delivered by the civil com- 
miſſaries to the commiſſioners appointed to receive them, and who, for this 

purpoſe, will repair either to the Intendant's Hotel at St. Pierre, or to the 
Governor's Houſe at Fort Royal: The commanders in chief having, on 
their part, manifeſted their ardent. with to 2; dopt the mildeſt meaſures, declare 
berewith, that it it their frm reſolution io have this preſent meaſure 
fully executed, or, on failure of it, io avail themſelves of the 'poxer, 
with wwhich' they are inveſted, to order and enforce a general confiſca- 
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_ Given under our ſignature, on board the Boyne, Fort Royal Bay, on 
the ae -Girſt of May, the year of our Saviour | one thouſand feven 
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hundred and ninety-four, and the thirty-fourth year of his Majeſty's 
.. veigne © | 5 | 5 HE 5 
NS | OE (Signed) CHARLES GREY, 
By order of their Excellencies, JOHN JERVIS. 
(Signed) G. FreHeR, MDC LIES pn 
Bonk G. Purvis. 


By theſe proclamations, nothing could be more clear than 
that a general contribution and a general confiſcation were 
intended, and there was no ſpecies of property that was not 
enumerated under them. How it was to be proved that theſe 
proclamations were not intended to be carried into effect, he 
could not conceive. The next thing to be conſidered was, 
whether there was any neceflity for this? whether the inha- 
bitants had oppoſed his Majeſty's troops, ſo as to make it ne- 
ceffary? He had carefully peruſed the diſpatches, and there 
was not the leaſt proof of any ſuch reſiſtance having been of- 
ſered by the inhabitants, perſons of any property whatever. 
The Whites were always well inclined to the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, but were kept in ſubjection by the Mulattoes, and the 
Negroes, and the Petits Blancs, which are a ſet of people 
poſſeſſing no property. The Emigrants alſo, he aſſerted, had 
been driven into exile, and their property confiſcated. There 
might have been fomething of the kind done by a banditti, but 
he thought it really fair to conclude there was none of the re- 
ſiſtance to make thoſe proclamations neceſſary. Theſe inha- 
bitants, in conſequence of the firſt proclamation, had joincd 
us; and from the manner in which they were treated afterwards, 
they ſaw clearly it would have been better for them if they had 
oppoſed us. This appeared to him to be highly injurious to 
our character, as a people generally renowned for juſtice and 
humanity. It was inconſiſtent with the reſt of our conduct 
in this war; and while in various parts of the globe, we were 
covering our enemies with bounty, thoſe who truſted to our 
good faith met with ruin. ETC | X 
With regard to the idea of theſe iſlands having been taken 
by ſtorm, the thing appeared to him to be aſtoniſhing. St. 
Pierre was ſtormed without reaſon or neceſſity, it being no- 
thing but an open town without wall or ditch ; and when the 
Britiſh troops advanced, reſiſtance was only made by a few 
negroes and mulattoes. Nor was this all; the whole iſland 
of Martinique was ſtormed z and Gentlemen might judge of 
the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure, by imagining what their ſur- 
priſe would be to hear of the ſtorming of Hampſhire. He 
would aſk, if there was any inſurrection here, would wy | 
; | | perſon 
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Joxz 2.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 41% 
perſon talk of taking Hampſhire by ſtorm ? At Martinique, 
an iſland ſtrongly fortified and capable of the greateſt reſiſt- 
ance, as 1t contained fifteen thouſand white inhabitants, be- 
ſides negroes and 8975 of colour, the conteſt laſted for 
twenty-eight days, and only eighty-four men were ſaid to be 
loſt, Guadaloupe held out for eight days; St. Lucia, three 
days, and was faid to be taken without loſs. Tf, under ſuch 
circumſtances, theſe places could be ſaid to be taken by ſtorm, 
the conclufion to be drawn from it was, that the fate of war was 
wonderfully altered, and the French muſt have loft entirely, 
in this cafe, their character for fighting. Very different was 
his concluſion from ſuch premiſes ; he thought the circum- 
ſtances proved beyond a doubt that the inhabitants did not 
at all oppoſe us. But even ſuppoſing that they actually re- 
| ſiſted us, it would then be a queſtion how far theſe proclama- 
tions were agreeable to the law of nations, and compatible 
with our intereſts as a ſtate ; and upon this he thought the 
Houſe ought to come to a deciſion, otherwiſe the law of 
nations would appear to be nothing but a chimera, an idea 
that would be very injurious to the intereſt of all well-regu- 
lated ſtates. He laid it down as a principle, that enemies 
when conquered immediately became ſubjects entitled to pro- 
tection. The inhabitants of the iflands had not been ſo re- 
garded in this caſe, and therefore the Houſe ought to annul 
the proceedings of the commanders. He contended that this 
mode of levying contributions, and ſubjecting to confiſcation, 
had never been the practice in former wars, and that the 
manner in which the commanders in the Weſt Indies had 
allowed the taking of booty, was contrary to the Act of Par- 
llament which regulated that point on our part. He inſiſted 
alſo, that the conduct of theſe commanders was contrary to 
their inſtructions. He then proceeded to ſhew that the pro- 
clamations he had read, had been ated upon; and he read a 
petition that he ſaid had been preſented to the commanders, re- 
minding them of their declaration in March, promiſing pro- 
tection, &c. and complaining that the ſubſequent proclama- 
tions for contribution and confiſcation had been enforced 
2zainſt them. Even ſuppoſing that theſe proclamations had 
not been acted upon, in his opinion, they ought to be dif- 
wowed, He would afk, by way of illuſtration, whether the 
manifeſto of the Duke of Brunſwick onght not to have been 
cenſured, although it had never been acted upon? For theſe 
1:1:ons he truſted the Houſe would come to a declaration upon 
the proclamations, and that no ſhift would be made uſe of to 
gen rich of the ſubject, by moving the previous queſtion, or 
any thing of that fort ; the Houſe ſhould not ſuppoſe that by 
1 ung this fubje& by, they would be doing nothing; I 
: | | Ped wou 
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416  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, | [Commoxs, 
would be doing that which was very dangerous. He con, 
dluded with moving, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty, repreſenting that it appears to this Houſe, that 
certain proclamations were iſſued by Sir Charles Grey and Sir 
John Jervis in the iſland of Martinique, and dated May the 1 oth 
and 21ſt, 1794, which this Houſe conceives to contain prin- 
ciples not warranted by the law cf nations, and of dangerous 
recedent in all future caſes of hoſtility, and which occaſioned 
great alarm and diffatisfaction in his Mateſty's colonies ; and 
therefore humbly praying his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to take ſuch meaſures for recalling the ſame, and re- 
moving the apprehenſion of his faithful ſubjects, as to his Ma- 
jeſty hall feem good.? „ e . 
Mr. Manning, in riſing to ſecond the motion, began with 
vindicating the memory of General Dundas, upon whoſe 
character no imputation was intended to be thrown. He re- 
ferred to the declaration publiſhed in 1793, as explanatory 
of the principles upon which the war was to have been 
conducted, and from which he conceived the | proclama. 
tions which it was the object of the preſent motion to 
diſavow, to be a wide deviation. He referred alſo to the 
inſtructions to the commanders in the Weſt Indies, which, 
in ſpeaking of booty, expreſsly excepted the property of the 
ſettled inhabitants; that very ſpecies of property againſt 
which their proclamations were directed. He found him- 
ſelf called upon to fupport the motion not merely as a 
Weſt India merchant who had a conſiderable intereſt in 
that quarter, but as a Britiſh ſubje& who demanded that 
the character of the nation ſhould be vindicated from the 
reproach of injuſtice. The aſſidavit of General Myers ſtated, 
that a general reſiſtance had been made to the Britiſh arms in 
the iſland of Martinique. It was to be recollected that this 
ifland was thirty leagues in length, and ſeven in breadth, from 
which it would appear how far it was probable that ſuch a 
reſiſtance had been made. He could refer to many former 
inftances, where there had been a confiderabls degree of re- 
ſiſtance; and yet no ſuch principles as thoſe contained in the 
proclamations, had been attempted to be enforced. As a 
proof of the loyal diſpoſitions of the inhabitants of Marti- 
nique, be quoted the authority of General Bruce, who men- 
tioned, that eight hundred French planters had taken up arms 
in the Britiſh cauſe, all of whom muſt have either been re- 
moved or maſſacred ; yet there appeared no evidence that in 
the late expedition any ſteps had been taken to ſecure thei 
property for the uſe of their heirs, | | 
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As an additional proof of the loyalty of the inhabitants in 
that quarter, he {tated that at the time appointed . 
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the oath of allegiance, the concourſe was ſo great, that the 
perſon employed to adminiſter the oath was obliged to fend 
many of them away. He referred to the diſtinction between 
the laws of war and the rights of conqueſt: When the con- 


queſt took place in the iflands, no reſervation had been made 
of the rights of war; the inhabitants took the oaths of al- 
legiance, and were recognized as Britiſh ſubjects z yet ſoon 


after an aſſembly was convened for the purpoſe of levying a 
contribution, who by declining to meet, gave evident proof 
of their ſatisfaction. The firſt inftance of contribution had 
taken place in St. Lucia, A fum of three hundred thouſand 
pounds was impoſed, Which was afterward reduced to one 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds. Of this, the largeſt ſum 
ſaid to have been raifed, amounted to thirty-five thouſand 
pounds, a plain ſymptom that the original impoſition was felt 
to be exorbitant and oppreſſive. It had been urged, that 
during the command of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, 
no complaints had been tranſmitted to this country, The 
reaſon was eaſily accounted for: No notary could be found 
to draw up a remonſtrance, with the certainty of incurring 
the diſpleaſure of the ſuperior council, and the conſequent 
riſk of being expelled from the iſlands. He inftanced ſome 
particular caſes of oppreſſion which had taken place, among 
others, that of Mr. Thornton, who had an eftate of about 


twenty thouſand a year in the neighbourhood of St. Pierre, 


who was at that time diſmiſſed the iſland, without a ſhirt 
to his back, and under the neceſſity of borrowing a 33 
from a friend to purchaſe his paſſage to France. He affirmed 
that the proclamations of the 1oth of April and the 21ſt of 
May, were neither juſtified by the principles of the law of 
nations, nor the practice of former times. He contraſted the 
conduct of the Marquis of Bouille with reſpect to St. Kizt's, 


with that which had been obſerved by the Britiſn command- 
ers. After the French had taken the iſland, he himſelf con- 


tinued regularly to receive his remittances through Oſtend, 
Bruges, or Hamburgh. The complaint on this occafion had 
been aſcribed entirely to diſappointed ſpeculators: He him- 
{cif had received hundreds of letters from reſpectable planters 
in different places, unconnected with commerce, and not 
perſonally intereſted in the Freneh Weſt India iſlands, that 
reprobated in the ſtrongeſt terms the conduct of the Britiſh 
commanders. From theſe he read ſome extracts to the Houſe: 
Theſe extracts talked” of the inhuman and avaricious conduct 
of the Britiſh commanders as having fixed a ſtain upon the 
name of the country; and of the example which they had 
exhibited of rapacity and oppreſſion, as being calculated in a 
Vol ME? hs | 
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_ reverſe of fortune to produce a moſt dangerous retaliation on 
the part of the French. In vindication of the proclamations 
great ſtreſs might poſſibly be laid on what had formerly taken 
place in the ifland of St. Euſtatius, a precedent which, he 
believed, would not be very popular in the country. In that 
caſe, however, there was a diſtinction from the preſent ; the 
- commanders had been particularly inſtructed to take poſſeſſion 
of that ifland as an hoftile arſenal. . In the courſe of his 
ſpeech, Mr. Manning entered into a definition of what was 
to be conſidered as booty, which he confined to the deſcription 
given under the Prize Act, and ſtated as his opinion that the 
rights of conqueft conſiſted merely in the exerciſe of legal 
ſovereignty z the laws of war only applied to the inſtances in 
which a place was taken by ſtorm, and could not be ſuppoſed 
to exiſt with reſpect to the ſubjugation of an extended terri- 
tory. He concluded, that the object of the motion was to 
call for a diſavowal of the proclamations ; it was only calling 
upon miniſters to do in public what they had already done in 
private, by inſtructions ſent to the Welt Indies, annulling 
thoſe, proclamations. Conſidering that diſavowal. to be ne- 
ceſſary upon principles of reaſon, juſtice, and ſound policy, 
he felt himſelf ſtrenuouſly bound to concur in ſupporting the 
motion. | VVV . 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that though on a former occaſion when this 
ſubject was ſtarted, he had been anxious to offer himſelf as 
late as poſſible to the attention of the Houſe 3 after the two 
extraordinary ſpeeches which they had juſt heard, extraordi- 
nary he would call them, as applied to the motion which they 
were intended to ſupport, he felt himſelf equally anxious to 
riſe as ſoon as poſſible, in order to obviate the effects which 
they were calculated to produce. If the Hon. Gentlemen 7 
had really felt the reluctance which they pretended to bringing | 
forward the motion, the diſavowal of the-proclamations which 
had taken place in conſequence of the letters of the Secretary 
of State, might have ſufficiently ſatisfied their apprehentions 
as to any conſequences that might have been produced in the 
| Weſt Indies. If they had been ſincere in the wiſh which 
they had expreſſed, of not giving pain to the feelings of gal- 12 
lant commanders, would they have had recourſe to the line of P. 
argument which they had adopted, in bringing forward a mo- 
tion, which, though not in itſelf a charge againſt thoſe com- 
manders, was ſupported by charges, which, if true, there was 
- no. puniſhment for their delinquency, which could be too ſe- 
_ vere? If theſe proclamations had been attacked merely upon the 
general principle; if ground of accuſation had not been fought 
from matter not at all connected. with the proclamations ( _ 
7 3 8 ay: 7 they 
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they might be careleſsly worded he would not deny), he would 
have left it to others better acquainted with the law of nations 
to have undertaken their defence, and not have come forward 
on a queſtion, with reſpe& to which he felt more anxiety 
than he had ever expenienced in any former diſcuſſion. As 
to one commander in whoſe conduct he was particularly in- 
tereſted, and to whoſe character the Hon. Mover had ſtated 


that there did not exiſt the ſmalleſt reproach, but whoſe con- 
duct that Hon. Gentleman had been pleaſed to aſcribe to 


_ miſtake, inadvertence, or miſinformation, expreſſing at the 
{ame time a hope that the teſtimonial would not be diſdained 
by him; that teſtimonial, he muſt ſay, loſt its value from 
what had followed; when he heard of the inhuman. and 
avaricious conduct of Britiſh commanders, when he heard of 
their rapacity and oppreſſion, as calculated to fix a ſtain upon 
the Britiſh name, and to ſet to their enemies an example of 
the moſt dangerous retaliation, if he muſt not ſay that he did 
not diſdain a tribute of applauſe, followed up with ſuch epi- 
thets, he at leaſt would ſay that to him it had no value what- 


erer. The two Hon. Gentlemen had ſupported the motion 


upon different principles, which though not very diſtinct in 
their ſtatement, he would endeavour to ſeparate in the diſ- 
cuſſion. It had been afferted firſt, that the proclamations 
were contrary to the principles of the law of nations; to the 
Hon. Gentleman's conſtruction of the law of the nations, it 
might; but the argument was new to him, and he believed to 
every body elſe. But though the objection had been made on 
the ground of principles, it had-been chiefly ſupported upon 
an enumeration of facts. N 


It had been broadly ſtated that every thing done at St. 


Euſtatius had been done in the late expedition. There was 


tome confuſion as to other topics. At one time the Houſe 


were told of the danger of retaliation, in conſequence of. the 


cruelty experienced by the ſubjects of the French government: 
At another the complaint was, that our own ſupporters and 
allies had not been treated with proper regard. As to the 
cruelty experienced by ſubjects of the French government, he 
had always heard that the preſent war on the part of the 
French was a war of plunder, rapine, and devaſtation ; that 
it was carried on by them in-oppoſition to all order, huma- 
nity, and religion—the Weſt India merchants had joined in 


this repreſentation ; but it now appeared that the fact was 


quite the reverfe—that the French were a moderate, humane, 
and equitable people, and that no apprehenſions were to be 
entertained from them, except ſo far as they might be influ- 
:nced to reta.tation by the example of cruelty and oppreſſion 

EO IH 2 : = afforded 


rn 


- gt = 4 A . 
* IT” 4 8 —S cog * * 
e 285-9 . a 0 8 \ 7 * 7 

— 2 4 1 . al ——— — 4 * By 


N & 
5 
1 
, 2» 
92 * 
0 
35% 
2B 
8 
Pts 
EY +, 
EY 
4 2 
38 
of 
* 
=D 
Wy 
R. 
oe 
*£ 
by. 
244 
1 4 


ws 
1 


nd. 


mY f a . 
= 8 ** enn 
2 * 2 - * v — 

1 e leer Ps agen hy e 8 

8 "TRE 0 
r Nie 


. 
8 
2 ww 


* —— 4: — — eh gd 


N 


er ae 
2 98933 


8 


eng 


r 
oy PMs 
n 
m_ 


. 
4 os 
8 

— TIES Tn SEE ma Cx 


1 7 * Sz 
" 8. 


4 = CEE Te?! * c "I" 
der Pay 4 rio tot df 3 
an. AI 


A 
COP 


ut” 
= 4 a; : 
| Fra ren, im, , . Ret? 8 
* r „ 4 ids MAL 4 
NR EE ee CE ENNIS — 


g aca 


e 0 OY 


* * 
S 
2 N 


ln k : 
7 1 * yr + 
= 24 yan tt 6 1 hg ene 3 — 


i 
1 
2 
E.. 
75 
N 
4 
2 
v4 
5 
. 
2 
„ 
5 
= 
* 


Fo! 0% r 
} 


— 
* a 


r 


* 


n 
has Jos, 


l _ -_ l TX, * 3 1 — ER - * — I" 
= K : = I — —_ * a — mY — CG EO AS TIED. re 7 : EOb C0 eee mods 
4 . 3 A rr. . * A 2 eee — A FA * 1 — 2 ; by * — 
r n N. So, A «py > — — oy 297 2 4.07 6d k I 2 - — 1 k . » 
. rt 3 8220 Oe LT OE ns ann FP . — 
n = rc 5 — hate. * uct e ee 8 n 4 WK 24 5 rl 3 
— - g - — — = wat . . r 7 0 pp png d 


- 


200 * 
hs 5 — — ior 
* 


EE 


Daten er oo EP ASE ISA EL AS 
— ü nb eg ee re ings in 3s 
—— A F 2336 2 

— IF". I a 1 ö = 


mer «SS rn 
4 — n 
- _— 


tn ap — . 8 
-- S po wt * 5 
. . » 59-4. 4A a W D 4 . 
13 2 — — _— 1 EIFES a nt NS 


ET "IRONY 
K * 


— 


; Grab IEynyT It; 
P hey men 4 whe wt oe nn, nie rk 
8338 ; 


n re el ds 23 
rr n Acts 3 
TR mee Wo: 


bd - A 
R 


a e 
— 


; " 
NE ET 


aL» 


Sor TT, OTE 
=_ 


e 


5 . 8 

N c ND PLE wa Aon 
eee + nd 

a 


— — 
"NOPE 


— 


4 
4 
$ 

7 
, 


oc ret — 
= 


4%  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, '[Comoxy, 


afforded by Great Britain, in the proſecution of the conteſt. 
It had been infinuated, that the misfortunes in Grenada and 
the other Weſt India iſlands had been owing to the oppreſſion 
and rapacity of the Britiſh commanders : As well might they 
trace the diſaſters in Flanders to the ſame ſource. What could 


be more abſurd than to ſuppoſe that proclamations which had 
been annulled, and not acted upon, ſhould have occaſioned 


the ſubſequent devaſtations in Guadaloupe and Grenada? Ob- 
jections had been taken to the manner in which the wording 
of the proclamations had been attempted to be explained. 
What, however, could be more evident than that by the ex- 


preſſion, the value of the conqueſt, nothing more was meant 
than the value of the property liable to be confiſcated, and 


not ſurely the value of the fce ſimple of the iſland? Great 
complaints had been made on account of the proclamations 
not having been tranſmitted to this country. Sir Charles 


Grey in his letter aſſigned the reaſons why that had not been 


done. As to their being inaccurate, it appeared upon the 
face of the proclamations themſelves that the tranſlations muſt 
be jnaccurate. _ | | | | 


On the ſubject of the rights of conqueſt, + had been 


ſtated, that the moment reſiſtance ceaſes, a legal ſovereignty 
ſucceeds; and the people who are ſubjugated come under the 


protection of the conquerors. He always had underſtood, 
that when terms had been refuſed, when the utmoſt refiſtance 


had been made, the perſons and property of the vanquiſhed 
became ſubject to the Sovereign whoſe troops occupied their 


territory. ouch was the doctrine which prevailed in the law 


of nations, and which was not carried in the proclamations 
beyond what was allowed by the mitigated practice of modern 
times. It had been ſtated alſo. that the ſoldiers had no right 
to booty, except of the deſcription defined in the Prize Act. 
The Prize Act applied only to that ſpecies of booty which be- 
longed to the captors; it did not leſſen the right of Majeſty 
to that booty, which was uniformly the reward of conquel: 


in every inſtance where reſiſtance had been puſhed to its ut- 


moſt limits. Under this deſcription of booty the proclama- 


tions included nothing but the ſtores and produce of the 
planters, which had been manufactured and packed up for 


exportation before the 23d of March; and this booty had been 


alligned to the ſoldiers only under grant of his Majeſty, and 


ſubje& to his future diſpoſal. By their proceeding on this 
occaſion the commanders. had ſhewn themſelves anxious to 
maintain at once the rights of the Sovereign, and the diſci- 
pline of the ſoldiery. Even for the ſake of the conquered 
country, ſuch a procedure was perhaps the moſt ann 


—_— 
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if the ſoldiers. were not to be allowed what they felt to be a 
due reward of their labours, they would conceive. that they 
had a right to take it, What they thus thankfully accepted 
as a boon, they would then extort by violence; and inſtead of 
a moderate contribution, a ſyſtem of univerſal plunder would 
follow. The commanders then did not want for their conduct 
the apology which had been aſſigned them of miſtake, inad- 
vertence, or miſinformation ; They had acted from a ſenſe of 
duty, from zeal for the rights of their Sovereign, and from re- 
gard to the diſcipline of the troops under their command. 
Their conduct was even ſuch as from enlightened views of 
policy would be found ultimately moſt conducive to the -peace 
and ſecurity of the conquered country, On this occaſion re- 
ference had been made to their inſtructions. On inſpecting 
theſe inſtructions, he was blind enough to think that they fur- 
niſhed a complete vindication, not only for what they had done, 
but for what they intended to do, It had been ſuppoſed that 
there exiſted no right to booty, except on the capture of a for- 
tiſied place. So far was this from being ſpecified, that in one 
copy of inſtructions relative to booty, mention was made of 
what might be taken in a ſettlement, and in another the ge- 
neral caſe was put of a conquered country. Even in inſtances 
of capitulation a certain right of booty had been reſerved to 
the Sovereign and the troops; and in caſes of ſtorm a larger 
proportion had been allotted to the ſoldiers, becauſe they on 
ſuch occaſions were neceſſarily expoſed to a greater degree of 
fatigue and danger. Mr. Grey here quoted from hiſtory ex- 
amples of the practice to which he alluded. An Hon. Gen- 
tleman had mentioned what had taken place at St. Euſtatius 
as a precedent of no good authority, and not very likely to be 
popular with the country. He had ſaid, that if another 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke), no longer a Member 'of that 
Houſe, who had brought forward the conduct of the com- 
manders at St. Euſtatius, had been preſent, he ſhould not 
have been under the neceſſity of coming forward. He 
was reminded, indeed, that the Honourable Gentleman who 
complained of the conduct of Lord Rodney and General 
Vaughan, had after the. 12th of April dropped all proceed- 
ings, and even handſomely ſaid, that © if there was a bald ſpot 
on the head of Lord Rodney he would cover it with a laurel.” 
Would he then, after the brilliant ſervices performed in the 
Welt Indies, have been the perſon to have come forward with 
a charge of crimination againſt the commanders at the head 
of the expedition? So much for the wording of the procla- 
mation. He would next examine how far it had been acted 
upon, The moment that it had been known to the com- 
„„ | | manders 
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manders that it occaſioned diſcontent and diſſatisſaction, or 


had in the ſmalleſt degree been conſidered as oppreſſive, it had 
immediately been annulled. As it was impoſſible to lay down 
a preciſe rule where there was ſo much room for the exerciſe 
of diſcretion, it was impoſſible to ſay whether the proclama- 
tions were right or wrong, except ſome method could be con- 


trived to take into conſideration all the circumſtances of the 


country at the moment in which they werg iſſued. It had 


been ſaid, that the contents of the proclamations were in direct 


oppoſition to the declaration of the iſt of January. It muſt 


firſt be neceſſary to ſnew that the declaration had been accept- 


ed. It was ſaid that the terms held out in that declaration 


Were either protection or removal; protection to thoſe who _ 
fubmitted themſelves, and removal of ſuch as ſhould be found 


refractory. If Gentlemen, however, read the concluſion of 
that paper, they might perhaps find another alternative. The 
concluſion was this: “ All ſuch perſons as in contempt of his 
Majeſty's gracious and benevolent intention, fhould dare to 
oppoſe this declaration, ſhall be treated as enemies, and remain 
expoſed to all the evils which the operations of war cannot 
fail to bring over their perſons and property.“ Did not this 
in the plaineſt manner point out confiſcation, and all the other 
conſequences authoriſed by the rights of conqueſt ?. The paper 
was intended to contain an inducement to ſubmiſſion. 
Though the motion was confined to Martinique, an Hon. Gen- 
tleman had thought proper to travel into St. Lucie for facts in 
order to ſupport it. It was material to be aſcertained whe- 


ther the inhabitants of Martinique did not reſiſt, in direct op- 


poſition to what had been aſſerted. He would prove that the 
inhabitants of Martinique did generally reſiſt; that they had 
not aided the progreſs of the Britiſh troops, even by intel- 
ligence; he would prove it by the evidence of the whole army; 
he would prove it by facts themſelves. An Hon Gentleman 
had gone fo far back as the expedition of General Bruce ; but 
what had he proved by his ſtatement, but that the great ma- 


jority in Martinique were decidedly attached to the Conven- 


tion; and that the others, who had ſided with the Britiſh, had 
been ſince expelled, or maſſacred? He would proceed to ex- 
amine the curious memorial and affidavit which had not been 
permitted by the Houſe to lie upon the table. Taking the 
memorial from its contents, not knowing Mr. Thelluſſon, by 
whom it was ſigned, whether he was a Member of that Houſe 


or another of the ſame name, he had formerly aſſerted what 


he ſhould again repeat, that it was a ſeries of falſehood from 
beginning to end, and that the affidavit upon which it was 
grounded, was an inſtance of the groſſeſt perjury, If, ay he 
5 | | | | Uunder⸗ 


joxr a. ]  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, =—424 


' underſtood, the Gentleman by whom the memorial was ſigned, 
Was a merchant of eminence, it would well become him to 
conſider what he was doing, and to examine the public diſ- 
patches, before, upon the evidence of one, who is declared 
to be a notoriouſly good man, but, who is fo notoriouſly good, 
that the Gentleman who thus characterized him, would not 
undertake to ſupport his allegation upon oath; before, upon 
ſuch evidence, he ventured to attack the character, and to 


wound the feelings of reſpectable commanders, he would firſt 


ſhew ſuch circumſtances upon the face of the memorial, as 
evidently proved its falſity; and ſecondly, he would lay before 
the Houſe, ſtatement of facts, ſupported by gentlemen of 
undoubted veracity, whoſe evidence he was ready to produce 
at the bar. e | | 

Mr. Barham hete called Mr. Grey to order. He ſaid, that 
as the memorial in queſtion had been rejected by the Houſe, 
and as nothing had been founded upon it by him or his Hon. 
Friends, he conceived it improper to make it the ſubject of 
comment, | þ Cs, | 

The Speaker called the attention of the Houſe to the point 
before them. As the memorial had not been permitted to be 
laid upon the table, it might not be ſtrictly regular to make it 
the ſubject of comment; but it was to be recollected, that 
the memorial had been publiſhed and diſtributed to Members 
of that Houſe, and as it went to impate blame to the conduct 
of the Hon. Commanders, he ſubmitted to the Houſe whe- 
ther it was not proper for any Member to remark on it 


as a publication, with a view to the vindication of their 


character. e | 
Mr. Grey contended that he had a right to remark on the 

memorial as a publication, and the affidavit with which it was 

accompanied. Both went to throw aſperfions on the charac- 


ter of the commanders in the Welt Indies. The charges 


_ againſt them had been now in circulation for fix months. The 
Hon. Gentlemen had at laſt come forward as their accuſers, 
and were not they to be admitted to be heard in their defence? 
There was nothing in the memorial which had not been tranſ- 
ferred to the ſpeeches, two parts of which were not at all to 


the purpoſe, and which he would not have an opportunity to 


notice in his anſwer. This Mr. Maleſpine ſtates, that when 
the town of St. Pierre received the firſt ſummons from his 
Majeſty's commanders, the white inhabitants were ſo abſo- 
lutely at the diſpoſal of the negroes and people of colour, that 
they could not manifeſt their deſire of ſurrendering. The 
town of St. Pierre had at no time been difpoſed to the Britiſh 
cauſe, Why then ſhould Mr, Maleſpine have taken refuge 5 
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has WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Commone, 
the town of St. Pierre, which had been the ſource of all the 


troubles in Martinique, when remaining in the open country, 


he might at leaſt have ſhewn his pacific diſpoſitions, and, if fo 
inclined, have afforded aſſiſtance to the Britiſh arms! -Mr. Ma- 
leſpine ſtates that after the proclamation was iſſued, the in- 
habitants took the oath of allegiance; juſt as if the oath had 
immediately followed the date of the proclamation. The im- 
preſſion intended to be produced by this mode of ſtatement, 


was ſafficieatly obvious. Mr. Grey ſaid that he would next 


proceed to the ſtatement of facts, in ſupport of which he 
could produce the evidence-of a number of reſpectable of- 


ficers, who were attending near that Houſe, if their teſtimony 


thould be required. Theſe were the ofhicers who had com- 
manded in the different diviſions who had made their attack 
on ſeveral parts of the iſland, and who had not experienced 
the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance or ſupport from one white inhabitant. 
With a view to injure the fame of the commanders, the ſer- 


vice had been attempted to be depreciated. It had been ſaid 


that the conqueſt had coſt only twenty-eight days; when in 


reality it had taken up from the 6th. of February to the 25th of 


March; and that only eighty-four men had been loſt, when it 
would be found from the returns that the number of killed 
and wounded amounted to between two and three hundred. 
Where the Gentlemen who have brought forward the motion 
have been careſul to paſs over every thing unfavourable to 
their purpoſe, they have been equally aſſiduous to pervert 
known facts, and to bring forward others entirely void of 


foundation. Maleſpine fays that the whites were reſtrained 
by fear of the blacks, and the people of colour. Whereas 


from the ſtatement it would appear that the town of St. Pierre 
is chiefly occupied by the whites; that they manned the works, 
and worked the guns; and that - almoſt all thoſe who were 
killed were whites. Mr. Grey ſaid, that as it might now be 
deemed too late in the ſeſſion to enter into the inquiry, he 
would read the report of the officers in their own words. He 


read the report of the officers who commanded the dif- 


ferent diviſions in the attack on Martinique—General Myers, 


Colonel Chalmers, Captain OfCallagan, the Aid-du-camp to 


General Dundas, Major Stuart, Major Burnet, and Captain 
Douglas of the zoth regiment. _ | 


The teſtimonies all concurred, upon the honour of the Gem 
tlemen who figned them, which they were willing to ſanction 


with their oaths, that no white perſon in the ifland gave the 
leaſt ſuccour, aſſiſtance, or intelligence That the troops land- 


ed in different quarters, and no where met with ſupport, but, 
on the contrary, with reſiſtance— That the attack laſted 171 
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the 26th of February to the 28th of March, inſtead of eighteen 
days; and, as the returns would ſhew, that inſtead of eighty= 
four men only loſt; they loſt between two and three hundred 
With Bellegarde alone they loſt ſeventy. tat 
They furthermore ſtated, that thoſe who were killed were 
_ almoſt all whites, in their military uniforms, and that the 
whites alone worked the guns and batteries. 'They gave an 
account of Mr. Dalling's coming from St. Pierre, with a flag 
'of truce, and attended by a military guard, and they ſhewed 
that from Trinity town to St. Pierre a diſtance of twenty 
miles, not one perſon joined them except ſome negroes. 
They all agreed that the whites might have ſubdued the people 
of colour it they had been inclined, and that when the royaliſts 
were expelled in 1793, on account of General Bruce, the in- 
habitants of St. Pierre were moſt violent. — To theſe he adds 
ed the voluntary teſtimony of Colonel Coote, who could not 
find a white guide through the whole iſland, and when two 
were found for his Royal Highneſs Prince Edward, they would 
not go till a certificate was ſigned for them, ſtating that they 
were compelled to do fo at the point of the bayonet. | 
The report, which was equally diſtinguiſhed by precifion of 


detail and perſpicuity of language, went in the plaineſt and 


molt direct manner to contradict all the facts alledged in the 
memorial and the affidavit Mr. Grey ſtated, that he had re- 


ceived voluntary offers of teſtimonials to the ſame purpole, 


from almoſt every officer who had ſerved under the com- 
manders. Of theſe he ſhould only read thoſe of Colonel 
Craddick and Captain Brown of the Aſia, who commanded 
the ſquadron at St. Pierre, while the Vengeance was on the 
other {ide of the iſland, who ſtated that they might have ſent 
3 canoe off in a calm, if they wiſhed conciliation. 

This was the account they gave of the general diſpoſition of 
the white inhabitants; and General White and Major Maſon, 
whom the Hon. Gentleman had ſo deſervedly praiſed, were 
willing to affirm the fame ;—But circumſtances alſo ſpoke— 
their being in St. Pierre, inſtead of protecting their property 
in the plantations, which, though an open town, was defended 
by redoubts and forts. The Bellegarde army was never within 
itteen miles of St. Pierre; and a ſpirit of reſiſtance was ma- 
ntcited upon every occaſion, to the laſt extremity, _ 

It had been ſaid that the courts of law were full of com- 
plaints againſt the conduct of the commanders. He ſaid he 
had communicated with the Solicitor in-order to aſcertain the 
act, and had found, whatever might be in preparation, that 
no claim had hitherto been exhibited, but that of Mr. Male- 
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4  —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Contons, 
ſpine. He ſaid, he hoped to convict Maleſpine of perjury, 


for the ſhops were opened the next day after the proclamation, 


and the advertiſement for the ſales appeared on the 10th of 


April, and all the ſales took place in that month, nor were 
there any after the 21ſt of May, © . 5 
le then remarked on the ſanctity of General Dundas“ 
word, which was alone a ſulficient pledge in compariſon with 


the affidavit of ſuch a contemptible wretch as Maleſpine, who, 
he doubted not, was one of the five hundred ſubſequently ex- 


pelled from the iſland, and he could not diſcover the uſe of 
this queſtion ſince the proclamations were not acted upon, 
As to what had been ſaid of no notary public having dared 
to draw a pen in remonſtrance while the commanders remain- 
ed in the Weſt Indies, he defied Gentlemen on the other fide 


to produce a ſingle inſtance in which any complaint preſented 


to thoſe commanders had been rejected. Laſtly, he ſhewed, 
in reply to the obſervations of the Right Hon. Gentleman 
on our conduct towards the emigrants, that as it was, they 


complained of neglect, and if it had been otherwiſe, they 
would have complained that we had incurred the ſame prin- 


ciple of retaliation. With a brief recapitulation he then 
concluded an able and eloquent defence, and ſaid that 
under all the circumſtances of the cafe, he was prepared 
to give his negative to the motion. The difavowal of the 


\ proclamations could not be contended to be uſeful, ſince they 


had already been virtually reverſed: And when by the motion 


__ claiming that diſavowal, it was intended to wound the feelings, 
and to injure the fame of communders who had rendered their 


country the moſt eminent ſervices, and had in conſequence 


received the thanks of that Houfe, whatever elſe might be 


thought proper to be done, he at leaſt could have no heſitation 


in giving it his decided negative. 


Mr. Manning explained; he declared that the letters he 


had read had never been made any improper uſe of; they had 


come to him in a regular way, and he had taken ſuch good 


care of them ſince, that he was much ſurpriſed to hear them 


argued upon as they had been; he never ſent them to any newſ- 


Paper. „ | HE 5 | 
Ar. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that in every view of the quel- 


tion before the Houſe, in which he could argue upon it, he 
muſt reſiſt the motion; taking it in all its bearings, it appeared 
to him a very improper motion to be entertained by the Houle. 
He felt himſelf called upon to make ſome reply on two 


grounds, namely, to defend his own conduct in refiſting the 
merchants 
0 


* 
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to him, in his official capacity, and to keep the debate as 
much as poſſible to the queſtion immediately before the Houſe 
 —the conſideration of the papers on the table, upon which 
the motion was grounded. On the firſt point he had ex- 
preſſed his ſentiments ſo fully in the letter“ which he wrote 
to the reſpectable body of merchants and planters who applied 
to him, that from the moſt minute inveſtigation, and upon the 
moſt mature deliberation ſince, he was convinced that it was 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Lord Penrhyn. . 

« My LOAD, e Horſe Guards, 8th; May 1795. 
A have received your Lordſhip's note, accompanying the memorial of the 
Welt India planters and merchants, praying for a ſtrong military force, both 
by ſea and land, for the general protection of the Britiſn Weſt India iſlands, 
anda ſeparate garriſon to be ſtationed in each iſland; alſo for a public dil. 
avowal of the proclamations iſſued by Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, 
l feel much ſatisfaction in recollecting, that at no period ſince the com- 
mencement of the war, has there been a deficiency of exertions in furniſh- 
ing the Weſt India poſſeſſions with ſuch a ſupply of both naval and military 

defence as the national force of the country would admit of; and if at an 
time theſe exertions have not, in all reſpects, had their complete effects, it 
has ariſen from circumſtances in which it is impoſſible to impute any blame 
to his Majeſty's miniſters. Theſe exertions will be unremitted; but you 
are aware that in ſending reinforcements to the Weſt Indies, the ſeaſon of 
the Near muſt of neceſſity be attended to; and permit meto take the liberty 
of ſuggeſting to the conſideration of the Weſt India planters and mei chants, 
| how far ſuch frequent public diſcuſſions on their own ſuppoſed weakneſs, is 

not calculated to increaſe, rather than diminiſh their danger. 

IJ am well aware that the preſent warfare is, in almoit every reſpect, dif- 
ferent from any that ever exiſted z and that there is too much reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that the object of the enemy with whom we are engaged is rather 
a plan of ſavage devaſtation, than of conqueſt beneficial to themſelves ; but 
I cannot admit that ſuch a plan originated in any of the tranſactions of Sir 


Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis ; it being an abſolute certainty, that the 


ſyſtem is the natural conſequence of the principles on which the preſent go- 
vernment in France is founded, and exifted long before either Sir Charles 
Grey or Sir John Jervis were employed in the Weſt Indies. 

With regard to the proclamations to which you refer, I think it unneceſ- 
ſary for me to add any thing to what is ſtated in the letter from the Duke 
of Portland. It is notorious that theſe proclamations were abandoned or 
annulled almoſt as ſoon as they were iſſued; and it mult be mere pretext, if 
luch uſe is made of them as you ſeem to apprehend. I object therefore to 


the propoſition of the Weſt India planters and merchants, becauſe they call 


upon his Majeſty's minifters to eſtabliſh a genera] rule on a ſubje&t which, 
inthe various uſage of war, does not admit of a ſpecial definition; and, if 
the matter occurs to you in the light it does to me, I am ſure you cannot be 
diſpoſed to continue a diſcuſſion which can have no other tendency than to 
injure the feelings of meritorious officers, to whole great exertions their 
country is much indebted, and in particular that part of the Britiſh empire 
11 which the Weſt India planters and merchants are fo deeply intereſted. 
| T9 | 1 have the honour to be, &c. | 
The Right Hon. Lord Wen « HENRY DUNDAS.” 
Penrbyn, &c. &c. | | 
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not poſſible for him to have done his duty, had he given any 
other anſwer. Having read a part of his letter, he ſaid it was 


his intention upon a variety of grounds to oppoſe the propo- 


Htion brought forward, by moving another in its ſtead. © The 


Hon. Gentteman who brought it forward had very fairly firſt 


moved for an inquiry. On a motion of that ſort, it was fair 


for every man to argue upon aſſertion and ſuppoſed facts. 
They had however abandoned that mode, and come forward 


that day with a propoſition for the Houſe to come to a deci- 


ſion grounded upon the paper before them. He meant no 


diſreſpect to either the mover or the ſeconder of the motion; 


but they certainly had not kept tothe queſtion, and thoſe let- 
ters which had been read, apparently written from motives of 


animoſity and malice, he conſidered as perfectly extraneous, 
Much of what had been ſaid by the Right Hon. Gentleman 
in his reply (Mr. Grey), he likewiſe conſidered to be not di- 


rectly to the queſtion. But that Gentleman was placed in a 


ſituation totally different from the other two. If he had gone 
farther than the preciſe order of debate admitted, which he 
did not mean to ſay the Hon. Gentleman had done, he would 
have been amply and completely juſtified in bringing forward 
every topic, and commenting on every circumſtance that could 
tend to bring before the Houſe and the country the fair ſtate- 
ment of ali the tranſactions that had taken place. It became 


him to act as he had done from every conſideration of public 
and private duty, as well as from thoſe feelings that muſt ariſe 


from zeal and regard for the honour and character of one that 
was moſt dear to him, being involved; and from the diſcuſſion 
of a ſubject, ſo intereſting to the Hon. Gentleman as the Houſe 
muſt feel it to be, he was fully warranted in taking it up as lie 
had done, and entering into every part of the queſtion with a 
ſenſibility that the Houſe would give him credit for, and ac- 


knowledge him to be perfectly juſtified in. While he ſaid this 


of the Hon. Gentleman's ſituation, he could not allow that 


liberty to others: They had grounded all their complaints and 


fears upon the papers before the Houſe, while they could not, 
nor had they even attempted to prove that any thing in the 
proclamation iſſued on the 10th of May by the commanders 
in the Weſt Indies, or arifing from it, gave juſt foundation for 
the fears and alarms they had ſo induitriouſly circulated. If 


by an extravagant ſtretch of the imagization, Gentlemen at- 


tributed to Sir Charles Grey's and Sir John Jervis's conduct 
the ſubſequent and ſavage conduct of the French, the bare 
ſtatement was ſufficient to refute itſelf. Did what had taken 
place at St. Vincent's proceed from thoſe proclamations; or; 
was it not from the inſurrection of the Caribs, aided — 8 

| | & cobins 
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cobins and their principles, that devaſtation had followed in 
that iſland ? The ſame might be ſaid of Grenada; and no 
poſſible caſe could be made out, which would prove that the 
proclamations in any manner occaſioned the misfortunes which 
thoſe iſlands had lately ſuffered. Another thing which might be 
ſaid with regard to thoſe proclamations was, that, having been 
notoriouſly annulled and abandoned before any proceedings had 


been had upon them, it was impoſſible that any actual grievance 


could be complained of, with juſtice, on that account, no pro- 
perty of any deſcription whatever having been taken from the in- 
habitants in conſequence of the proclamation : It was therefore 
{till in their poſſeſſion. This was notorious to all mankind. Every 
human being in the conquered iſlands knew it, and knew that 
orders were gone there not to act upon them; and a proof of 
the moſt ſubſlantial kind was, that the people there were all 
in quiet peaceable poſſeſſion of their property. Were there 
not, beſides, the letters of the King's miniſters, which had 
been ſtated by the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Barham) to that 


effect? He was quite at a loſs to know what was the object 


of the addreſs moved for, or what the Hon. Gentleman meant 
that his Majeſty's miniſters ſhould adviſe the King to do. Did 
they wiſh-a proclamation to be diſavowed which had been 
notoriouſly annulled and abandoned more than twelve months 


ago, and was never acted upon? or did they wiſh, knowing 


that to be the caſe, and that it was ſo in thoſe iſlands, even 
before inſtructions from this country could have reached them, 
that the King ſhould diſavow the proceedings of his com- 


manders, merely becauſe they had been, from the circum- 


itances of the time, neceſſary, and had not ſince produced 
even inconvenience, far leſs grievance or diſtreſs? He had 
ſaid thus much, becauſe if there exiſted any fears or alarms 
reſpecting the effects of thoſe proclamations, it muſt by this 
time be obvious to the Houſe and to the country, that they 
were the moſt idle and ungrounded that could be ſtated, and 
ought not to be countenanced. Hier TT, | 

The next point upon which he would detain the Houſe, 
was the general principle, as far as it was connected with the 
Jaw of nations, upon which his Majeſty's miniſters and the 
commanders in the Weſt Indies had acted. On this he would 


only ſay, that he had acted in concert with his colleagues, and 


never without having what they conſidered to be the beſt and 
ſoundeſt legal advice that they could obtain, or the country 
could afford him. Were it not that the.perſon ? was preſent, 
to whom they owed fo much on that ſubject, he would have 


„Sir William Scott, his Majeſty's Advocate General. 
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439 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commont, 
ſaid more; but it was better that the Houſe ſhould have it at 


firſt hand, and he truſted that if he had ſaid nothing incon. 


ſiſtent with the opinions of that authority, he might expect 
the Right Hon. Gentleman to ſecond the motion. The Hon, 


Gentleman on the other ſide, had wiſhed to avoid going into 
any detail of particulars, and would have the Houſe to apree 


to a general propoſition, without having any facts before them 
upon which it could be eſtabliſned. With regard to the fums 
ſtated as prize- money or booty, Gentlemen ought to recollect 
that the King had not yet decided how it was to be diſpoſed 
of; of courſe nobody concerned in that expedition could be 
ſaid to have received it: With regard to the eaſineſs of the 
conqueſt, he differed widely from thoſe who ſeemed to under- 
rate the ſervices performed; and he contended. that the degree 
of reſiſtance which the Britiſh forces met with, fully juſtified 
and warranted every proceeding that had taken place. Thoſe 
who ſaid otherwiſe, or ſpoke lightly of the gallantry and hard- 
ſhips of that expedition, muſt prove that the Gazettes which 
he had officially received and publiſhed were forgeries. As to 
the time employed in the conqueſt of thoſe iflands, however 
wrongly Hon. Gentlemen had ſtated their opinions on that 
point, it mattered very little in effect, whether they were 
taken by a long ſiege, or a rapid ftorm. Perhaps it might not 
be quite orderly in him to ſtate a plain but honeſt opinion, 
which he had received in private correſpondence with a friend 
who witneſſed all the glorious tranſactions of the able com- 


manders ſo often alluded to; but he would ſtate that a friend 


Had written to him in theſe words, “ It was right, Mr. Dun- 


das, to ſend out none of your old women, as Generals, upon 


this expedition: If you had, you would have got into 2 


damned ſcrape—let me tell you that.” He would only add, | 
with regard to time, that the old proverb might, in fome de- 


| 7 apply to the rapidity of ſucceſs which followed the 
Britiſh arms in the Weſt Indies“ What is ſoon done, is well 
done.” He did not ſay that this applied to all circumſtances; 
but he thought it did to the caſe he had ſtated. | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas having replied to' every part of the 
debate, as brought on by the Hon. Mover and Seconder, 
declared that he felt it his duty not merely to give his 
negative to the propoſition ee aloe ey get rid of it by 
the Order of the Day: The duty incumbent -on him—the 
gratitude that the country owed to thoſe gallant and meritor!- 


_ ous men, who had done ſuch brilliant ſervices as had merited 


and received the unanimous thanks which that Houſe had 


already come to, pointed out the neceſſity of doing ſomething 
further, His intention, therefore, was to move two reſo- 


lutions, 
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jutions, the ſubſtance of which he would ſtate. The firſt 
was, “ That the inhabitants of Martinique had not availed 
themſelves of the terms held out to them by the proclamation 
dated iſt January 1794, and there was no general rule 
founded on the law of nations reſpecting private property, 
which entitled them to the advantages therein offered, after 
the reſiſtance they had given to his Majeſty's forces.“ The 
ſecond was, “ That the two proclamations of the loth and 
20th of May 1794, never having been acted upon, could not 
come before the Houſe for their decifion ; and that the Houſe 
moſt cordially agreed on again expreſſing their thanks to Sir 


Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, in the ſame terms that their 


vote of thanks had been recorded on the Journals of the Houſe 
on the 10th of May laſt year.” Having ſtated the propoſition he 
meant to bring forward, and his reaſons for ſo doing, he muſt, in 
order to get rid of the motion, firſt move the previous queſtion, 
S8 i V. Scott ſeconded the previous queſtion. He objected 

to the original motion on the impropriety of the Houſe coming 
to any abſtract declaration on the law of nations; diſapproving 
of proclamations without ſpecifying the principles fuppoſed to 
be untenable z or expreſſing any opinion upon things depend- 
ing in the competent courts, where no ſtrong public intereſt 
called for ſuch expreſſion of opinion. The law of nations, he 
faid, had proviſions to regulate the mode of war or ſelf-defence. 
The rights of war were of a delicate nature, depended on 
particular circumſtances, and mult. bend to thoſe circum- 
ſtances, and be directed by the wiſdom of the Executive Go- 
rernment.— General principles were laid down in a ftrong 
manner by writers; but it was on Government we were to 
rely for a prudent application of them. The rights of war 
were harſh, but yet were rights that exiſted ; happy would it 
be if the ſtate of humanity, in that reſpect, was altered, and 
war exiſted no longer—but this was a point more defirable 
than attainable z for war muſt be carried on, and being ſo, 
muſt proceed according to its nature. It was not poſſible to 
make an innoxious or a peaceable war: The very intent of 


war being, to compel people, by a ſenſe of ſuffering, to do 


what otherwiſe they would not do. To ſay that war could 

exiſt without ſuffering, was to refer to ſomething of a dif- 
ferent nature. | 4 TA 
The general principle of the Jaw of nations, was to make 
the private property of the individuals, ſubjects of the hoſtile 
countries, amenable to the rights of war; and its effect was to 
make every man that was the ſubject of one ſtate in hoſtility, 
the enemy of every ſubje& of the other. The property of 
every individual in the ſtate compoled the. property _ 
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43% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Oe 
ſtate itſelf, and was amenable to the rights of war. This, he 
faid, was the law of nations as it exiſted—ſorry ſhould he be 
if it was to be enforced rigorouſly ; but if the Houſe were to 
come to a deciſion on the point, they muſt neceſſarily come to 
one as harſh as that. | SL AG Rb 
For the enforcing and diſpenſing of thoſe laws, this country 
had proper courts; firſt, the court of Admiralty, and next, 
the court of Appeals. The deciſion of thofe courts was as 
binding as thoſe of any courts of law; indeed more ſo, for the 
egiſlature had an unlimited power over the municipal laws of 
the country, while its authority over the law of nations was 
not of ſuch extent. a Sk or rt er OY tr Bs 
In the caſe of St. Euſtatius, the ſame principles as thoſe 
broached this night were laid down in that Houſe by Gentle. 
men of the firſt talents : But the court of Admiralty, and the 
Lords Commiſhoners of Appeals, attended by Lord Camden 
and other reſpectable Judges, determined that the univerſal 
principle was, that the private property of individuals was 
fubject to confiſcation. 0 


Having, with great learning and perſpicuity, ſtated the law 
ol nations as applicable to a ſtate of war, and the conduct of 
_ commanders; Sir William ſaid, to puniſh error or inadver- 

tency in the application of thoſe principles, would be to ſub- 
ject them to a reſponſibility too rigorous for any officer to in- 
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f cur. In the proclamations there might be expreſſions which, 

„ on mature conſideration, and better advice than could be ex- 

= pected in actual ſervice, it would be defirable to correct; but | 

HH this was not the criterion by which the Houſe would judge. 

1 They would judge by the intention and the manner in which 0 
1 the proclamations had been acted upon. The affidavits would 2 
1 not be held ſufficient evidence in the courts of Admiralty for a 
1 a deciſion in any ſingle caſe; much leſs could he conſider them - 
1 as evidence for the Houſe to ſound a vote upon. All the queſ- t: 
7 tions both of law. and fact were now at iſſue in the proper q 
1 courts, whoſe deciſion, where there appeared no public ground 

7 for the interpoſition of the Houſe, was to be preferred. For th 
14 theſe reaſons he ſhould vote for the previous. queſtion, con- pr 
1 curring, as he did, moſt heartily in the propoſition for re- de 
4 ferring to the teſtimony already given by the Houſe to the ric 
1 E merits and ſervices of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis. tue 
1 Mr. C. Dundas, as the ſtrongeſt proof of the integrity of Sir tha 
1 Charles Grey, read extracts of ſeveral letters from Sir Charles to the 
1 : General Dundas, on the conduct to be purſued in the conquered tim 
4} iſlands. In one he ſaid -“ With reſpect to booty, I with there of 
[ was no ſuch thing; I am heartily tick of it. We muſt take by | 
j care that nothing be done to tarniſh the glory of the e atte 
| E | | | | 4 doings "1 
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Jexx 2.)  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 433 
doings by you and the brave troops.” In another, regretting 
the ſame difficulties, „That contributions, in lieu of booty, 
had been fettled with the conſent of the ſeveral iſlands.” And 


in a third, “ That the adviſers of violent meaſures ought to be 


liſtened to with great caution ; that as moſt of their informa» 


tion came from Frenchmen who had been emigrants, it was 


to be received with caution ; and that ſuch of them as were 
diſpoſed to violence might be permitted to quit the iſlands.” 
Sir William Young remarked that the proclamations contain- 
ed principles directly in the teeth of the law of nations, as 
_ eſtabliſhed by civilians. “ Do as you would be done by,” was 
in theſe enlightened and civilized times applicable to a Rate of 
war, The exerciſe of the right of conqueſt was limited by 
ſtate uſe.— Quando hoſtis in mea poteſtate eff, heſlis efſe deſinit. It 
was the duty of the Houſe, Sir William ſaid, to take from an 
_ extenſion of the right of conqueſt, the weight of Britiſh au- 
thority. An army ought never to levy. money for itſelf. The 
force of the proclamations, although not acted upon, was not 
done away by the letters from the Secretaries of State. If thoſe 
letters were to be inſerted by order in the Gazettes of the ſe- 


yeral iſlands, he ſhould be ſatisfſied. He concurred moſt. 


| heartily in recording the former teſtimony of the Houſe to the 
- merits of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, of which none 
had a higher ſenfe than he; but if it was to be laid down that 
reſiſtance of invaſion was to incur contributions and confiſca- 


tion, what planter who had a family to take care of would | 


take up arms to oppoſe the enemy? 

Mr. Eaſt ſaid, he had never heard but one character of Sir 
Charles Grey, and he was far from meaning any imputation 
againſt him or Sir John Jervis. But if they had been led into 
an error by miſinformation, the Houſe was called upon to cor- 
rect that error in a ſtronger way than the Right Hon. Secre- 

__ State propoſed, He was therefore againſt the previous 

queſtion, * e + te 

Colonel Word, Mr. Speaker, It is ſeldom, Sir, that I trouble 
the Houſe or intrude myſelf upon your attention; but on the 


preſent occafion, when the characters of two officers are ſo 


deeply implicated, of tw gentlemen who from their merito- 
nous and important ſervices have every claim on the grati- 
tude and on the protection of their country, I ſhould not feel 
that J had properly diſcharged my duty, by merely negativing 
the propoſition of the Hon, Gentleman, without at the ſame 
time ſtating to the Houſe my own opinion upon the ſubje& 
of the complaints which have been ſo induſtriouſly fabricated 
by the French Weſt India planters; and which, were we to 
attend to, ſo far from anſwering any purpoſe of juſtice, would 
Vo. III. JSG 
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434 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Henne: 
be the moſt impolitic as well as unjuft proſecutions. of thoſc 
two officers of which this Houſe could be guilty. . 
Let Gentlemen for a moment conſider the nature of the 
papers which have been ſubmitted to the Houſe, and the evi- 
dence reſulting from them, on which we are called to addreſs 
his Majeſty to make a declaration, the tendency of which 
would be to condemn the conduct of two oſſicers — for ſer- 
vices for which they have already received the moſt flattering 
acknowledgments of this Houſe, and whieh ſo far from being 
likely to anſwer, the purpoſe Which the Weſt India planters 
contend, would, on the contrary, be holding out. to the inha- 
bitants of the French iſlands, that confiſcations of private pro- 
2 lad taken place, the contrary of which we know to be 
e | „ | . 
The papers upon our table conſiſt of a variety of proclama- 
tions which were iſſued by Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jer- 
vis, as well as; by various ſubordinate officers, inviting the 


peaceable inhabitants of the French iſlands to place them- 


ſelves under their protection, and to accept of terms from 
which otherwiſe, by the laws of war, they would be preclud- 
ed. A Mr. Maliſpini, one of the inhabitants of St. Pierre, in 
the iſland of Martinique, has made an affidavit, that he had 
been deprived of his property, and urges at the fame time that 
he had been one of / thoſe peaceable good-intentioned French- 
men, who wiſhed well to our arms, and had had every inclins- d 
tion to have accepted of the terms held out by our command- 
ers in their proclamations, but had been overawed by the 
mulattoes and negroes.: Even allowing Mr. Maliſpini's evi- 
dence to be every word truth, and which, conſidering the evi- 
dence which oppoſe it, would certainly be allowing him much 
more than what he is entitled to; yet what does it all amount 
to? Not that he had actually conducted himſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner as could by any poſſible conſtruction give him any claim 
to the terms offered, but only that he would have done ſo, 
but had been prevented. IL much fear that a negative ſor! 
of conduct of this ſort, unleſs ſubſtantiated much better than 
what has been done by Mr. Maliſpini, would not on any ac- 
count have entitled him to an exemption from any general 


contribution or compromiſe made with the conquerors, for not 


exaCting thoſe rights which the laws of war gave them. To 
controvert Mr. Maliſpini's affidavit; not only ſo far as regards 


bimſelf, but as to the general conduct of the people of Marti- 


nique, we have not only the affidavit of General Myers, 
but the declaration of many other reſpe&able officers, which 
prove to us beyond a doubt, that every inch of ground of the 
ihland of Martinique had been conteſted by the planters 5 

| b . | Inna 


Jvvn a.]  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 635 
inhabitants: That ſo far from having afforded, in any one re- 
ſpect, aſſiſtance to our troops, they had perſevered in the 

moſt obſtinate acts of hoftility ; and that although they had 
frequent invitations to ſurrender upon terms, yet they never 
ſhewed the ſmalleſt inclination to do fo : That the mulattoes 
and negroes, fo far from having overawed the whites, were the 
only people who ſhewed the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to be friendly, 
and that the white inhabitants of St. Pierre had diſtinguiſhed - 
themſelves by their active and obſtinate oppoſition. = 

Were any further proofs relative to their diſpoſitions and 
republican principles neceflary, let us remember that we have 
it in evidence before us, that every royaliſt or perſon in any 
5 5 attached to the Engliſh, had long ago either been com- 
pelled to fly the iſland and had their eftates confiſcated, or elſe 
had been cruelly butchered by thoſe horrible mifcreants and 
cannibals. Gentlemen may therefore form a pretty tolerable 
judgment of Mr, Maliſpini, and of his principles, from the 
llate of opulence in which he was, under a rigid Sans Culottes 
government, and that he is ready at preſent to become a good 
Engliſh ſubject, if he can only. wreſt from our ſoldiers and 
iailors what they have ſo dearly earned. yu 
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Whether a town be incloſed by a rampart and ditch, or de- 
ſended by batteries and by ravines, and commanding grounds, 

the diſtinction, in my contemplation, ſo far as regards the 
laws of war, and rights of the conqueror, is not material. 

In regard to the good or bad policy of exerciſing theſe rights 

is another queſtion, regarding which no doubt Gentlemen will 

differ; and on the preſent occaſion it would appear that Go- 

vernment_had differed a little from the two commanders in 

chief, but ſtill the right remained the ſame, and cannot be dif- 

puted. On this account it would be hard indeed were ofhcers 

to be liable to cenſure, © | es © 
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For my own. part, ſo far from thinking that any part of our 
late diſaſters in the Weſt Indics is imputable to having 
treated the planters at Martinique and Guadaloupe with ſeve- 
rity, I am of totally a different opinion, and that in place of 
adopting thoſe lenient and humane meaſures, we had govern- 
ed them by rigid Sans Culottes diſcipline, removing from thoſe 
iſlands thoſe freebooters and vagabonds, who are the bane of 
every regular government, and until peace was re-eſtabliſhed, 
kept up ſevere military law—I ſay, that had we adopted this 
ine of conduct, I am of opinion that we ſhould not only have 
ictained Guadaloupe, but have prevented other diſaſters. | 
Let Gentlemen for a moment turn their eyes to the late hor- 
rid ſcenes at St, Vincent's and at Grenada, the principal inſti- 
gators and actors in which are thoſe very planters who have 
: „„ e ES been 
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436  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Commony, 
been cheriſhed and careſſed by our Government. We may 
all reſt aſſured, that howeyer much theſe diabolical people 
may pretend attachment to this country, they all of them, 
from the very bottom of their ſouls, envy and deteſt us; and 
at the very time when they embrace and preſs us to their 
arms, like traitors, would give us a mortal ſtab! _ | 
If any French planter, living under the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, have real grievances to complain of, the courts of law 
in this country are open to them for redreſs, in the ſame man- 
ner againſt the man of higheſt rank as againſt the meaneſt 
ſubject. The diſcontents, however, of the French, are not 
to be found originating from any real grieyance, but from that 
reſtleſs, diabolical, ſanguinary diſpoſition, which of late years 
ſeems to haye pervaded all ranks of men, and to have totally 
changed the national character. | A 
For the reaſons which I have already ſtated, I ſhould have 
preferred to have given a decided negative to the propoſition 
of the Hon. Gentleman; but as the hour is late, and the 
Right Hon. Gentleman has moved the previous queſtion, I do 
not wiſh longer to detain the Houſe upon the ſubject, eſpeci- 
ally as, ſo far from ſeeing any part of the conduct of thoſe 
two gallant and meritorious officers as deſerving of cenſure, I 
will join moſt cordially in expreſſing, that I ſtill continue to 
entertain the ſame ſenſe of the importance of their ſervices, 
which was ſo handſomely acknowledged by the Houſe of Com- 
mons upwards of twelyc months ago. | 3 
Mr. Sheridan complimented the Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Secretary Dundas) upon the fair and manly manner in 
which he had come forward in defence of pallant officers, 
whom it was the duty of miniſters who employed them to pro- 
tect. He rejoiced that the diſcuſſion had taken place. Every 
naval, every military man—the country, would rejoice to 
hear, what the diſcuſſion had ſhewn, that there was not a 
ſhadow of foundation for the aſperſions that had been fo long 
circulated upon the characters of Sir Charles Grey and oi: 
cots Jervis. He meant not to ſay that Mr, Thelluſſon had 
been intentionally wrong, but it was evident that he had been 
Feat impoſed upon. The proclamation of January 1794 
nad been argued upon as if the inhabitants of Martinico had 
entitled themſelves to the benefit of it, although it was per. 
fectly well known that they had not, The confiſcations had 
been talked of as if they had amounted to the fee fimple ©: 
the whole property of the iſlands. If Gentlemen would take 
the trouble of looking at the whole ſum to be divided among 
the navy and army, they would regret the ſmallneſs of it com- 
pared with tuch diſtinguiſhed ſervice. 'It amounted - avout 
| Pons, 3 183,500 


. 
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18 3,000l.—a ca tain's ſhare to 200]. and much it was to be 
lamented that not more than a fourth or a third of them were. 
now alive to receiye that pittance. e | 
Hr. Eaſt ſaid a few words in explanation, OR. 
Mr. Alderman Luſhington ſaid, the amount of the actual 
ſales was about 183,000). 3 but the contributions went to raiſe 
a ſum of 1, loo, oool. currency, or 700,000). ſterling. He 
would conſole himſelf for the os of the original motion, by 
the general admiſſion, that the proclamations contained things 1 
very objectionable. Even what the Right Hon. Secretary of Hy 
State propoſed, went the length of admitting this; and the 1 
intention of the original motion was, to obtain kuch a diſclaim- 
er. He admitted the merits of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John 
Jervis; but let Gentlemen, if they pleaſed, erect a monument 
to their merits, provided the Houſe did not vote away the ho- 
nour of the country. „ 
Hr. Fox ſaid, he would not detain the Houſe upon a ſub- at 
Fe that had been ſo fully and ſo ably diſcuſſed. He would £8 
ave preferred meeting the original motion with a direct nega- . 
tive; but as the previous queſtion had been moved, he would 
vote for it. He objected to the original motion, becauſe to a 
condemn a proclamation, without ſpecifying the preciſe prin- 
ciples condemned, was to lead others into error, as one per- 
ſon might think it was condemned upon one 3 and 
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another upon a principle very different. . What he objected to T4 
{till more, notwithſtanding his reſpect for the mover, was the 8 
manner in which the motion had been introduced. To move 1 
a vote of diſapprobation on the proclamation, and to enter F380 
into various allegations of facts not to be found in the papers 0 
before the Houle 1 


„ without allowing, by a motion of inquiry, 
a fair opportunity of repelling thoſe allegations, muſt be con- 
ſtrued into a direct attack upon the characters of molt merito- 
ripus ofhcers, and an approbation of the calumnies circulated 
againſt them; calumnies which no man believed could ſtand 
the teſt of inquiry. The capture of Martinico was one of 
thoſe inſtances of prompt deciſion, mixed with prudence, 
which characterized the military conduct of Sir Charles Grey. 
The latter part of the propoſition which was meant to fol- 
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3 low the previous queſtion, he truſted, would be adopted © 
t unanimouſly. wa | wall: 
| Mr. Grey faid, he was at a loſs to know upon what evidence 2384 
the contributions were ſaid to be calculated at 700,000l. F188 
; Ur. Alderman Luſhington ſaid, that computing from 1 
5 god, oool. levied upon St. Lucia, the contribution upon Marti- 1 
3 co, an iſland much larger, could not be leis than 70, oo. 
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„ = WOODFALL'S PARLIAMPNTARY REPORTS, [Cormeny, 
Mr. Grey ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman knew that no ſuch 
thing had been done as leyying 300,009). upon St. Lucia. 
That ſum had been propoſed in lieu of all prize-money, re- 
duced to 150,000l. of which about'12,000]. had been raiſed 


and afterwards remitted. The contribution, if carried into 


efteCt, could not have been in the ſame proportion at Martini. 
co, where prize of another deſcription was brought to ac. 


count for the captors. OY | 5 
General Smith ſaid, he did not condemn the proclamations 
more than they were condemned by Gentlemen who. oppoſed 
the motion, or by the officers who retracted them. Some de- 
claration to the colonies, and to other nations, was neceſſary 
to do away the effect of this error in judgment. He denied 
in the ſtrongeſt terms the neceſſity of giving boaty to ſoldiers, 


in order to preſerve military diſcipline. It was not to be ex- 


pected that military men ſhould be ſo well verfed in the law of 
nations as thoſe who made it their peculiar ſtudy. He wiſhed 
the propoſition intimated by the Secretary of State had been 
thought ſufficient ; but as it had not, there was no injuſtice in 
ſaying that it ought to be ſtronger. | 5 
Mr. Bar ham, in a ſhort reply, exculpated himſelf from 
the ſuppolition of any improper motive in the manner of 
introducing his motion; and of having had the moſt diſ- 
tant intention of 'refleQing ypon the memory of General 
Dundas. „ ZE og ne os 

Mr. Willam Smith ſaid, that the rigours of war, as they 
were allowed at the beſt to be horrors, 5 

the lateſt and moſt lenient rule, and not by the leſs civilized 
rules of ancient and barbarous times. pr | 


The Houſe then divided on the previous queſtion moved on 


Mr. Barham's motion: | 

| 8 = 67 

| |  Noes NV > . 
Mir. Secretary Diendas then made the motions of which he 
had given notice. On the firſt, © That the inhabitants of 


Martinique had not availed themfelves of the advantages offer- _ 
ed by the proclamation of the 1ſt of January 17g4,. &c.“ the 


Houle divided, | | 
„„ . OE. 

Noes - | ENT, 13 5 
On his ſecond motion“ That the proclamation of the 
joth and 21ſt of May 1794, never having been acted upon, 
the Houſe do not think it neceſſary to come to any declaration 
thereupon—but they cordially perſevere in the vote of thanks 
unanimouſly paſſed by the Houle to Sir Charles Grey and Sir 


John Jervis, and the cficers and troops under their . 


ould be conſtrued by 


2 


foi 2) WOODFALE'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS/ wy 
for the eminent and diſtinguiſhed ſervices which they rendered 


to their Sahmntr ß 
A converſation took placte. 


Several Members ſaid, that to the firſt part of the propoſi- 


tion they objectell, ſince in their minds the proclamations were 
acted upon; but to the ſecond patt of the motion, declaring 


their cordial acquieſcence in the vote of thanks of laſt year, 


ſhould be ſeparated. 
Mr: Secretary Bu 


ob 21; a SO ee 

The queſtion put, and it was carried in 
the affirmative, with the ſingle diſſent of Mr. Raſe, Junior, 
who perfiſted in his negative, though he exprefſed the vene- 
ration in which he held the characters of Sir Charles Grey 
and Sir John Jervis ; but thinking that the proclamations of 
the 10th and 210 of May were acted upon, he could not fuf- 
fer the vote of thanks to'paſs nemine tontradicente. It paſſed 
therefore with his ſingle negative. eee 

FP PRINCE AND PRINCESS OF WALES. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then brought in the Bill 
granting an annuity to the Prince and Princefs of Wales, 
which was read a firſt time and ordered to be read a ſecond 


pu : 4 * 4 


ume next day, and be committed on Fr iday. 
| Adjourned at half paſt two o'clock. 
Li of the Minority on Mr. Barham's Mation. 


Alexander Allardyce, Elq. General Smith, 
Duncan Daviſon, Efq. 0 


2 


D — ao 
Nn ” + ID br ob TRA RE, — 
2 


N « Le 


RAG Get ob. 
8 
n % 


Vr. Alderman Luſhington, 


Charles Roſe Ellis, Eſq. 
Pau; Benfield, Eſgq. 
George Thelluſon, Eſq. 

Sit Wilkam Young, -/ 
Gorge Roſe, jun: Eſq. 
R. P. Joddrel, Eſq. 
r, Ndermaon Anderſon, 


Samuel Smith, Eſq. 


Robert Sm th, Eq. 
George Smith, Efq. : 
E. H. Eaſt, Eiq. A 


Mr. Alderman Curtis, 
N. B. Halhed, Ef. 


\ TELLERS: + 
J. T. Barham, Efq. 
William Manning, Efq. 
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© HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WeouesDay, June 3. 


9 * 


cc. of certain officers in the navy, was read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond. 3% rw 
TFThe Houſe in a Committee, came to a reſolution that a Bill 
ſhould be brought in for allowing the importation of flax in 
| fhips navigated by foreign mariners, from any country in amity 
with his Majeſty, _ „„ WF 1 1 
| PRINCE OF WALES'S ESTABLISHMENT, _ 
On reading the Order of the Day, for the ſecond reading 
of the Bill to enable his Majeſty to allow a certain in- 
come to his Royal Highneſs the Prince gf Wales, for em- 
powering Commiſſioners to allot a certain part of that income 
to the diſcharge of the debts of his Royal Highneſs, and for 
preventing the accumulation of debt in future, _ _ 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he did not wiſh to enter at large into the ſub- 
ject then; there might be another opportunity for that pur- 
poſe ; but as he had objected to the payment of the debts 7: 
toto, he could not give his vote for the ſecond reading of the 
Bill, and therefore he felt it his duty to call for the ſenſe of 
the Houſe upon the buſineſs. F 


The Houle divided- 5 | 
: | Ayes * „ 50 
oer : — * 1 


The Bill was thegy read a ſecond time, 0 ordered to 
be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe on Friday 
next. 8 . . | | 
The Bill for allowing a jointure of 50,0001. a year to her 
Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Wales, in the event of her 
_ ſurviving her Royal Conſort, was read a firſt time, and order- 
ed to be read a ſecond time on Friday. 


Hr. Alderman Anderſon brought up a Bill for protecting 


merchants and bankers from the depredations of their clerks. 
The Bill was read a firſt time, ordered to be read a ſecond 
time on Monday next, and to be printed. 


1 IMPERIAL LOAN, _ 3 
Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee on 
the Emperor's Loan of ſix millions ſix hundred thouſand 
pounds. r „„ | a 
The Reſolution was read a firſt time. On the queſtion for 
the ſecond reading, *- VVV 


The Bill for the more expeditious payment of tlie wages, 


„ Mr. 
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| his objections to the general principle 
of this loan. He: wiſhed the Houſe to take this matter again 

into ſerious conſideration: A pow alteration in the affairs of 
Europe had taken place ſince the Houſe. firft voted for this 
loan; ſo great, that he hoped the Houſe would change its opi- 
nion as to the propriety of granting it. It had become a queſ- 
tion whether or not we were likely to obtain an equivalent for 
this very large ſum of money? "This queſtion ſeemed to him 
to depend very much upon two conſiderations: Firſt,- the pro- 
bability of any co-operation on the part of the Emperor in this 
war: Secondly, the efficiency of that co-operation. Upon 
the probability of that co-operation he owned, that, con- 
ſidering the ſtate of the Germanic empire, he thought that 
very doubtful, from the diſpoſition which that Monarch had 
manifeſted in his reſcript to the Germanic ſtates, wherein he 
declares his readineſs to make peace with France; and in 
this object he ſeemed to be running a- race of negotiation 
with our late ally, the King of Pruſſia. He does not chuſe 
that the King of Pruſſia ſhould poſſeſs even a temporary and 
caſual preponderance in the Empire, which will accelerate his 
compliance with the wiſhes of the- confederacy. In another 
view of this matter it might be ſaid, . that the Emperor, appre- 
| hending that the States of the Germanic empire may make a 
diſadvantageous peace, is endeavouring to engage them ſome 
time longer before they conclude it. What was the reſult 
of this? Why, that he muſt ſhew to them that he is ſincere, 
and that he does not mean to make this propoſal to them for 
any perſonal conſiderations of his own, but that he wiſhes it 
for the good of the whole Germanic body. He would aſk, 
what certainty had we of any co-operation at all on the part 
of the Emperor? There was no chance of his being able to 
do any thing on the northern or north-eaſtern frontier of 
France; he muſt therefore go to the ſouth-eaſt department. 
And as to. his ſervices as King of Hungary and Bohemia, on 
the ſouthern and ſouth-eaſt frontier, they will be very ſuffi- 
cient to occupy his attention, for their diſtance 1s four times 
over that of Auſtria from the Rhine. It becomes us alſo to 
conſider how vulnerable France is on that fide. | She is much 
more vulnerable from Baſle to Dunkirk, than from Geneva to 
Nice, as has been repeatedly experience. . 
During the laſt two centuries, her enemies have never been 
able to proceed further into Dauphiny than about forty miles, 
except twice once when the Duke of Savoy made a great 
aggreſſion, and in 1746, when he ravaged Dauplhiny. But no 
very conſiderable impreſſion has ever been made, and certainly 
no laſting one. Every body knows how ſtrong the frontiers 
Vo- 224 3 are 
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are in that quarter, and that the French are at this time 
in poſſeſſion of the paſſes of the mountains. In the laſt 
two eenturies, the French have often poured down their 


armies into Savoy and Piedmont, and have taken the whole 
of the Duke of Savoy's dominions, which they afterwargs 
reſtored by treaty when peace was concluded with the other 
hoſtile powers, though the Savoyards have ſcarcely ever 


been able to penetrate into France. He had almoſt for- 


gotten one inſtance of invaſion on that quarter, when Tou- 


lon was taken by Prince Eugene; but that rather went in 
favour of his argument than againſt it, becauſe Prince Eu- 
gene raiſed the ſiege, and croſſed the Var almoſt immedi- 
ately. 3 | L 2 . 1 3 0 
| Mr. Smith maintained the impoſſibility of the Emperor, 

as King of Hungary and Bohemia, doing any thing effec- 


tual after he had concluded peace as Emperor. Another 


thing to be confidered, was the probability of the King of 
Sardinia continuing our ally, which was a fine gua non if 
we were to do any thing in the ſouth, with the aid of the 
Emperor. It had often been ſaid, and experience had con- 
firmed it, that the King of Sardinia was, from his ſitua- 


tion, almoſt of neceſſity, a perfect Proteus in alliances; and 


even fo far back as Father Paul, was celebrated for a Punica 


Fides. This capricious ſyſtem Sardinia always purſued, and it 


behoves us to examine, whether this line 'of conduct ariſes 
from the perſonal character of her kings, or from the nature 
of her ſituation ? Her ſituation is between two very powerful 
countries, which are repeatedly at enmity z and hence ſhe is 
conſtantly obliged to league with the ſtronger: Such as her 
faith was therefore in 1600, ſuch has it been ever ſince to 
the time of Charles Emanuel, when it is recorded that her 
King was fighting for the French, and bravely too, while he 
was negotiating a treaty with the Emperor; whence, notwith- 
ſtanding his profound ſecrecy, policy, and courage, the ill 
fucceſs of the French was afterwards attributed to that nego- 
tiation. In 1744, or thereabouts, the King of Sardinia en- 
tered into two or three negotiations with France, Spain, and 
England at the fame time, and afterwards preferred England, 
becauſe he thereby took an annual ſum of 180,000). Yet, while 
he received this money, he entered into a ſeparate peace with 
France; and in 1746, while he continued to receive our money 
too, made a ſeparate treaty with Auſtria, Upon what ground, 
then, can we now expect better faith ? How long are we to 
be anſwerable either for his conduct, when the French arc 

in poſſeſſion of Nice? But there is an inclination in Sardinia 
to make peace with them, and upon this inclination it is mw 
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prudent to run ſo great a riſk, and on ſuch uncertain condi- 


tions. 4.425464. 2B "ANG E ö 
Again: The Emperor, in direct oppoſition to the tenor of 
his treaty with Great Britain, is about to negotiate with the 
French republic in his Imperial character, becauſe he is 
compelled thereto by the Germanic Empire. If it be imprac- 
ticable for him then to comply with one part, what aſſurance 
have we that he will comply with the other? How may he 
have the ability of repayment? - He may be engaged in ano- 
ther war with Pruſha—He may be engaged in another war 
with the Turks alſo, and then what chance have we that he 
will be able to refund the money? e 
Another conſideration is, that if he does adhere to his 
treaty with Great Britain, and does not negotiate with the 
French republic, he moſt probably will be involved in a 
war with Pruſſia; and if he is involved, will not that leſſen 
our expectations, and may it not at laſt ſtimulate him, accord- 
ing to the vulgar but expreſſive phraſe, to patch up a peace 
with France? ei, e nico); 5 
The next point was our ſituation in the Mediterranean 
ſhould we be defeated there, our condition would be an alarm- 
ing one, Suppoſing after all, that the Emperor ſhould be in- 
duced to make peace, what ſecurity had we for the payment 
of any part of this loan? Did any Gentleman imagine that 
then it would be even in the power of the Emperor to pay? 
Thus we were going to riſk four millions fix hundred thouſand 
pounds upon a chance for which no private Gentleman would 
give four hundred pounds of his own property, He entreated 
the Houſe to conſider again what they were doing. 

Ar. H. Robinſon oppoſed the motion, and took occaſion to 
obſerve, that there had been a great defect ſome where in the 
management of our navy, into which he was of opinion an 
inquiry ought to be inſtituted. Mind SORT TH Ee” 

The Speaker ſuggeſted, that the point which the Hon. Gentle. 


man was purſuing had no reference to the queſtion. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that what fell from his Hon. Friend, re- 
ſpecting the fleet, did not appear to him to be entirely un- 
connected with the queſtion, for it related to pur power at a 
time when we were: about to vote a large ſum of money for a 
ſuppoſed increaſe of that force, and the more eſpecially as 
the arguments urged originally in favour of the loan, turned 
chiefly on the benefits to be derived to us from a diverſion of 
the force of the enemy by land, in order that we might the bet- 
ter continue our ſuperiority at ſea. With reſpect to the loan, 
he wiſhed the Houſe to conſider very ſerioufly the ſtep they 
were now taking, and hqw totally deſtitute they were of any 

| 3555 3 defence 
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defence of their conduct to their conſtituents, He alluded to 
a fad, which he ſtated when this ſubject was laſt diſcuſſed in 
that Houſe. The fact he ſtated was not ſtrictly correct, as 
he had learned by a letter ſince ſent to him. But the differ. 
ence made conſiderably in favour of the concluſion he drew, 
as to the fidelity of the Emperor, in the fulfilment of his pe- 
cuniary engagements. Money had been lent by certain reli- 


| om houſes, which he ſtated to be the property of emigrants 
from France; it turned out that the money was due to 


Engliſh convents of nuns long eſtabliſhed, and who were the 
ſubjects of the Emperor. There was not the ſmalleſt pretext 
for ſaying that the Emperor withheld this property from his 
enemies. This was a fact which greatly aggravated the con- 
duct of the Emperor. It was a breach of faith of the perſi- 


dious Emperor in money engagements, and an additional proof 


of the ſolvency, as it was called, of this bankrupt bank of 
Vienna. The Houſe ſhould conſider alſo, that the Emperor, 
_ inſtead of pledying himſelf to purſue the war, after he re- 
ceives the loan, is pretty well pledged already to diſcontinue 


it. We made that fort of engagement with him by this loan, 
which, if broken on his part, 'we had no power to enforce. 


It might be ſaid that the riſk was not great. We ſhould look 
to the means and probability of paying. The Emperor ſhould 
ſhew, not only that he is able and willing to pay at this mo- 
ment, but he ſhould ſhew over and above, that he would be 
able to pay after defraying the expences of his government, 
which muſt prodigiouſly increaſe if he carries on the war ior 
another campaign. _ 7J7CC00C(0( a Tl 

Mir. Fox ſaid, this differed widely from the engagement of 
one individual to another; in that caſe the ſenſe of honour 


was a ſecurity, but in States the paramount conſideration in the 


article of expence was the ſupport of State, and what ſecurity 
had we that the Emperor would not prefer the intereſt of his 
vernment to the honour of his pecuniary engagements ! 
Su poſe him to be involved in further military difficulties, 
ther abroad or at home, could we expect him to ſay, I will 
diminiſh my military force in order to pay a ſum of money to 
Great Britain ? He was not ſure that the Emperor would fur- 
Tiſh us with the two hundred thouſand men merely becauſe 
| he ſaid ſo. By the way, was there any man ſure he had the 
means? Or were we ſure that his co-operation would not 
ceaſe altogether, as ſoon as the royal aſſent ſhould be given to 
the Bill for the loan ? Thus, after we had been deceived by 
Pruſſia, in an engagement in which we had the power to ſtop 
the iſſuing of our money, and which upon his failure we did 
ſtop after a great loſs, we were again to enter in an engage- 


mend 
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ment which might coſt us many millions, in which we had 
no power to ſtop. If the Houſe ſhould, as he believed they 


would, repent of this, they could not ſay they had not been 


warned. © . 5 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had but a few ob- 
{:rvations to make, and thoſe he would compreſs into as nar- 


row a compaſs as poſſible.—A Right Hon. Gentleman had 


ſaid, that a diverſion in favour of our navy, was the only 
point of benefit on which the loan to the Emperor was juſti- 
fed —If that was the only argument, it would of itſelf be a 
good one; but he could ſee no connexion between the ftate 
of the navy, and the queſtion before the Houſe. The argu- 
ment in favour of the loan, that it might create a diverſion by 
land to France, was only one out of many which had been 
urged, although ſome Gentlemen had choſen to forget them, 
It muſt not, however, paſs entirely unnoticed ; for one of the 
great objects of this loan was, that we procured by the combi- 
nation a force againſt the great exertions of France—exertions 
for which her reſources were unequal; and in the next de- 


gree to our own efforts, were not thoſe of the Houſe of Auſtria 


the moſt important ? We 
This combination might at this time, conſidering the pre- 


ſent internal ſtate of the country, be brought to bear, and to 


produce advantages more than tenfold ſuperior to any that had 
hitherto taken place. They who conſidered this ſubject, and 
reſiſted the Auſtrian Joan, could not be very deeply affected 

with the intereſts of the country. "i r 
As to what had been ſaid in depreciation of Auſtrian fidelity 
in pecuniary engagements, he thought it merited little reply. 
It conſiſted of ex parte ſtatements, extracted from the letters 


of intereſted individuals, and, if taken into conſideration at 


all, ſhould” be taken with very great allowance. But what 
marked that ſtatement with peculiarity was, that the Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox), when he mentioned it on a for- 
mer day, had pledged himſelf to the Houſe, that it was from 
good information; and yet that day the Right Hon. Gentle. 
man came down and confeſſed, that on that ſubject he was 
miſinformed. Was a ſtatement of this kind, ſo bly ſup- 
ported, to impeach the fidelity of the Houſe of Auſtria? 

As to the Emperor's decree reſpecting the non- payment of 


thoſe who did not prove their emigration, it alluded entirely 


to his own ſubjects, not to thofe of France. When the ru- 
lers of France got poſſeſſion of Flanders, and, contrary to the 
laws of war and peace, confiſcated the property of the inha- 
bitants, the Court of Vienna thought proper to purſue the 
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line of conduct which had been followed by Great Britain, 


and to refuſe certain religious: ſocieties: of France, who were 
holders of Imperial ſecurities, payment during the war. Fi- 
nally, he maintained, that for good faith, no court in Europe 
ſtood higher than that of Vienna, inſomuch, that he chal. 
lenged any man to ſhew a ſingle inſtance, before the preſent, 
in which it was. called in queſtion. | . 
It had been ſaid the Emperor intended to make peace with 
the French. That ſuggeſtion, ſuppoſing it to be true, was 
of little weight againſt the expediency of the loan: For he 
put it to the candour of the Houſe, to the candour of any 
Gentleman who underſtood the Germanic laws and conſtitu- 
tion, he put it to Mr. Fox himſelf to ſay, whether there was 
the ſmalleſt inconſiſtency in the Emperor's declaring, as head 
of the Germanic body, his willingneſs to negotiate for a peace, 
and at the ſame time proſecuting the war as Grand Duke of 
Auſtria, and King of Bohemia and Hungary, If the Right 
Hon. Gentleman would ſay it was not ſo, he would confront 
him with the records of hiſtory. He might as well argue, 
that the King of Great Britain, as Elector of Hanover, ſhould 
refuſe his contingent, or neceſſarily embroil Great Britain in 
war; nay, every independent Prince of the Empire had the 
ſame power. But he would put it beyond a doubt, and al- 
ledge that Auſtria had often been at war with France when 
the Empire was at peace. og co COATES 
Suppoſe the Houſe ſhould Tonclude not to give aid to the 
Emperor, inſtead of having it in his option to make peace, 
and being thereby enabled to make terms more advantageous, 
he muſt ſurrender at diſcretion. And after all, did the Houſe 
know the terms on which his Imperial Majeſty would agree 
to make peace? Did they know what terms France would 
dictate? Were they to ſuppoſe that ſhe would aſk: leſs than 
the whole of the German dominions on the French ſide of 
the Rhine? And finally, did they know whether the Em- 
peror was prepared to agree to ſuch a demand, and thereby 
overturn the very baſis of the conſtitution of Germany ? He 
did not ſee any diſpoſition in France to aſk for leſs, and the 
Houſe were to determine whether they would give ſtrength 
to ſuch a ruinous demand by refuſing aid to the Emperor. 
Did the Houſe conſider that the Germanic body might make 
| "ror with France, and yet the Emperor have power to pals 
his troops? The King of Pruſſia himſelf, who was ſaid by 
Gentlemen to have given the death-blow to the confederacy, 
in his treaty with the French, ſtipulated, that over Franconia 


there ſhould be a free paſs for the troops of either * or 
| 3 hs N France, 
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France. The Houſe were, upon theſe circumſtances, to de- 


termine whether they would relieve France from the preſſure 


of two hundred thouſand men hanging on their frontiers. 


Mr. Fox explained the tranſaction of intereſt having been 


refuſed to be paid upon the Vienna bonds, of which he of- 
fered to produce any evidence that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
might require. He ſaid, he had not expreſſed a doubt, whe- 
ther the Emperor would be able to act at all, after having 
made peace as head of the Empire, but whether he would be 
able to act with any effet. b 

Mr. V. Smith ſaid, that he had only aſſerted that the Em- 
peror had never made any conſiderable impreſſion on the 
his aſſiſtance in that quarter. rt 
General Smith aſked how the Right Hon. Gentleman could 
prove that our expectations had increaſed tenfold. The ſub- 
ject of the loan had been brought forward in December; it 


. 
' 


was then June; and were they to be told, as the ground of 
thoſe increaſed expectations, that the campaign was about to 


be opened? What, he aſked, had been done? The only 


place belonging to the Emperor in the Low Countries was be- 


fieged, and had that ſiege been raiſed? He was not to be 
impoſed upon by aſſertions; he wiſhed to come to a ſtatement 
of facts. The fineſt appointed Auſtrian army that had ever 
taken the field, had been beat and obliged to recede; the 


country was not in a condition to furniſh new levies. If fuch 


had been the fate of the former expedition, how could it be 
hoped, in the preſent exhauſted ſtate of the Emperor, that 
any freſh attempt would be ſucceſsful? He would mention 


an important fact; he was well aſſured that in every Court on 


the continent, Great Britain was regarded with deteſlation, 


becauſe ſhe was conſidered as preſenting the only obſtacle to 


peace. It was particularly the caſe in the Court of Vienna; 
there the defire of peace was ſo great, that they were not 
even diſpoſed to carry on the war for the recovery of the Low 


Countries. The greateſt of all curſes was a lingering and 


protracted war. What had been the ſentiment of the country 
for theſe five or fix months paſt ? Had it not been at one 
time the general wiſh to recover from Holland the. remnant 
of our troops? Had not the return of theſe diminiſhed and 
mutilated ſquadrons been conſidered as a fort of triumph? 
He had at the commencement been-an advocate and ſupporter 
of the war; he would have made any facrifice to preſerve 
Holland, but when that once was loſt, he conſidered the ob- 

Mr. 


ect of the war as entirely gone. 


ſouthern frontier, ſo as to render it worth while to purchaſe 
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Mr. Huſſey repeated the objections which he had made on 
former occaſions to the terms of the loan, as a pecuniary 
tranſaction. In conſequence of thoſe terms, if the payment 
ſhould, at the expiration of eighteen years, ultimately fall 
upon this country, an annual ſum of four hundred and thirty- 
ſeven thouſand pounds would be loſt to the Public. 1 8 
The Houſe divided on the queſtion; « That the Report be 
nowireatafecond time mmm none ton 
FFF | 
Noes - - 4h 212 . 
Ar. Fox, in an argument, which he began the inſtant the 
diviſion was over, commented on the proſpect of the next 
campaign on the continent, and firſt he referred to thoſe 
Princes of the Empire who were deſirous of peace. The 
very object of thoſe Princes, in making peace, would, he 


_ faid, be to prevent the paſſage of the French or Auſtrian | 


troops through their territory. Whether, then, -would the 
Emperor, in ſuch an event, be able ſo to proſecute the war, 
that it would be worth while for us to purchaſe his aſſiſtance?- 
He adverted to what had been urged reſpecting the diſtreſs 
of France. That diſtreſs had ariſen. from two cauſes : The 
_ firſt, ths ſcarcity of proviſions, which was experienced in a 
great wore: other parts of Europe, and was certainly in a 
great meaſure owing to the operation of the war. That 
Icarcity perhaps raged more ſeverely in France than anywhere 
elſe, but had the | Hu at all contributed to that circum- 
ſtance? There was another ſource of their diſtreſs, which 
Was aſcribable to their internal diviſions. The Emperor 
might indeed contribute to thoſe diviſions, but it was by re- 
ceding, and not by advancing againſt them. It had been 
found that every enemy of France, by relinquiſhing attacks, 
took the molt effectual method to promote thoſe diviſions. 
Of this he was aſſured, not only on principle, but from the 
teſtimony of facts. They had occaſion to obſerve the French 
in different ſtages of their revolution, and it had always been 
Found, that exactly in proportion to the preſſure upon them, 
their exertions had been united. He would not ſay that if 
the Emperor were to bring two hundred thouſand men to the 
French frontier, it would have an immediate tendency to 
reſtore union and regularity in France, but it would certainly 

be the moſt likely method to produce ſuch an effect. It had 
been ſaid, that there was no proſpect that an inſtantaneous 
peace would take place between France aud the States of the 
Emperor. The great bar was removed; the French republic 
was virtually acknowledged; the Emperor had ſhewn a diſ- 
© OD e poſition 


JE 3-] ' WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 449. 


poſition to make peace, and the effect, next to that of the 
actual concluſion of a treaty, had already taken place. There 
was one more fact reſpecting this tranſaction, to which he 
ſhould call the attention of the Houſe. 
The Chancellor of. the Exchequer ſtated four months. ago 
that the Emperor had agreed to bring two hundred thouſand 
men into the field, if this country would aid him with a loan 
ol four millions, in which ſum were to be included the ad- 
vances that had already been made. It now appeared that 
the four millions were to be made up over and above thoſe 
advances. He wiſhed to know if the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had fairly ſtated the tranſaction in the firſt inſtance ; if fo, 
the Emperor had already broke his engagement, by requiring 
a larger ſum than had originally been ſtipulated. _ | 
The reſolutions were then agreed to without a diviſion, and 
a Bill ordered to be brought in in purſuance of the ſame. 


WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. l 


Mr. M. A. Taylor referred to the tranſactions that had 


lately taken place at the Eaſt India Houſe, reſpecting an in- 
demnification and an annuity to be granted to Warren Haſt- 
ings, Eſq. A ſum of ſeventy- one thoufand pounds had been 
already voted him, as law charges, which, it was ſtated, was 
not to be ſubmitted to the Board of Controul. An annuity 
of five thouſand pounds was propoſed to be granted; but this, 
it was ſaid, muſt be done in concurrence with that Board. 


He wiſhed to know from the Right Hon. Gentleman at the 


head of the Board of Controul, whether that Board had no 
power over the diſpoſal of ſo large a ſum as ſeventy-one thou- 
ſand and eighty pounds. If ſo, it was indeed a moſt ſerious 


conſideration; as it was only to that Board they could look 
tor reſponſibility ; he ſhould think himſelf bound to bring 


forward the ſubject to the Houſe, but diſclaimed all motives 
of perſonal pique and malevolence. | RN] 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, the caſe had never before oc- 
curred ; he would ſtate the Ack as well as he could from me- 
mory, and leave the Hon. Gentleman himſelf to draw the 
concluſion, By the AR of 1793, regulating the Company's 
affairs, there were two diſtinct subjects of appropriation— 


Firſt, the revenue of India; and ſecondly, the produce of 


the ſales at home. From the firſt were to. be paid the military 
charges, the debts, the civil charges, the boards of trade, and 


the tranſmiſſion of fifty thouſand pounds transferred to Bri- 


tain to anſwer India bonds. This was to be paid from the 
revenues of India. Then the ſurplus to be under the direc- 


lion of the Court of Directors and Board of Controul. At 
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home the public charges of the Company, the diſcharges of 
the bills from India, the five hundred thouſand pounds to the 
Public this was from the produce of the ſales. The queſ- 
tion then was, whether it came under any of theſe deſcrip. 
tions. The ſum of, ſeventy-one thouſand and eighty pounds 
alluded to by the Hon. Gentleman, could only come under 
the deſcription of the expences, out-goings, and charges of 
the Company at home. By the expreſs regulations of the 
Act, the Court of Proprietors had not power to diſpoſe of a 
1ingle ſixpence, and he thought that the Court of Directors 
would pauſe and heſitate before they gave an order for any 
ſuch ſum, under the deſcription of law charges. 


puren OF CORNWALL. "47 
General Smith, after ſtating that during the minority of 
the Prince of Wales, the revenue of the Dutchy of Cornwall 
Had been applied in aid of the civil liſt, and expreſſing his 
Tenſe of the hardſhip with which the Prince had been treated 
in the late diſcuſhon, moved, “ That an humble addreſs 
ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty would | 
be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there be laid on 
the table an account of the proceeds of the Dutchy of Corn- 
wall from the birth of the Prince of Wales, till ſuch time 2s 
his Royal Highneſs came into receipt of the income.” 
A long and deſultory converſation took place; the reſult 
was, that the motion ſhould be withdrawn, in order to be 
brought forward on Friday. | | 


Si 
$ * . "Ss. A 
| _ "The other Orders of the Day were deferred till Friday. t 
1 On the queſtion being put, that the Dead Body Bill ſhould 
x be ang ond tim, . fs, 0 
4 Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, that the treatment which this Bill | 
# had experienced from the Houſe on various former occa- 1 
ſions, would, he truſted, have damped the ardour of its ſup- 1 
1 porters. | © ; E | ER f 
AMMr. Foddrell, © T am ſurpriſed that the Hon. Gentleman a 
N ſhould infinuate that any thing that has occurred, ſhould have h 
? _ damped the ardour of the ſupporters of this Bill—Sir— _ b 
5 Ar. Mainwaring. Mr. Speaker, I move, that the Houſe u 
N be counted.“ e 5 | t 
$ There being only about twenty Members preſent, the Houle f 
| adjourned till Friday. ; 55 „„ tl 
k 5 m 
f o 
g 25 . 
1 HOUSE th 
| | 
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7 8 | o FRIDAY, Fune 5. | | 19 

: The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to call the attention of their : 8 
Lordſhips to the ſubject of which he had given notice. His = 
Lordſhip apologiſed to the Houſe for the delay that had oc- 


- 
# 
ety 5 0 g 
curred, but which had, he ſaid, been unavoidable; that delay þ 
however carried this conſolation with it, that many new facts 1 
| 


3 
—— 


2 — * 
r . . 
n 5 a Kh 
A 


had occurred in the mean time, and their Lordſhips had been 
afforded an opportunity to reflect upon their conſequences, and 
had been enabled to conſider the ſituation in which we ſtood 
relatively to the reſt of Europe. He had ſo often intruded on 
their Lordſhips patience, that it was his intention that day 


x > nn 
* 


to take up as little of the time of the Houſe, as would ſerve 1 
for him to ſtate the obſervations he had to ſubmit to their br 
Lordſhips deciſion. He did not mean to refer to any of thoſe 1 
former diſcuſſions on the ſubject of the war, reſpecting which 1 
there had been a conſiderable difference of opinion; nor did 1 
he with, by any ſeeming aſperity, to provoke warmth, or excite . 3k 
ill humour; his anxious defire was, that the queſtion ſhould be 1 | 
debated temperately, and with a calmneſs equal to its im- 1 
portance, being ſatisfied that, upon a due conſideration of it, = 
their Lordſhips would find it to be one of the moſt important | 1 
queſtions that could poſſibly be brought before them. What- _ 
ever opinion might have been entertained of the determination 488 
of that Houſe, with regard to motions that had been made on 1 
the war, there were ſome recent events, eſpecially the peace | - i 
concluded with France by the King of Pruſſia, which jultified 1 
him in calling now for a different determination. Upon ſome 1 
points their Lordſhips might ſay that their minds had been 1 
made up, and he well knew, that particularly in politics ſalvos 1 
for mens minds were eaſily found, and that party attachments 1 
and feeling often made individuals thinł it right to ſupport a mea- 1 
ſure, which they did not in their own minds wholly approve; 7 
but every one of them muſt feel, that there were other points 1 
whereon it was impoſſible for them to find a ſalvo by which 1 
they could ſatisfy their conſciences, if they did not come to = 
ſome new determination with regard to the preſent war. It - 
then remained for them to examine our fituation at this mo- Þ F 
ment, and to ſee whether they could continue the ſame ſort 1 i | 
of conduct as they had hitherto obſerved, conſiſtently with | $1 1 
juſtice to that Houſe, to this country, and to poſterity: They 1 
thould therefore now come forward, and declare their ſenti- 1 
ments. If they examined the preſent ſituation of this country, | 1 
Dy e 5 | 

1 

© 18 
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and the condition of our allies, he would venture to ſay, with- | 


out quarrelling with any of their former deciſions, that their 
Lordſhips muſt find it to be their duty to come to ſome ſpecific 


propoſition at this time, that would alter the nature of what 


they had already declared to be their opinion. In-this there 


would not be any blame to be attached to their Lordſhips, be. 


cauſe they were controuled by unavoidable events. It was 


needleſs for him to ſay much to impreſs this idea upon the 


Houſe: He ſhould deſire their Lordſhips to look at the ſitu- 


ation of this country two years ago in point of alliance, con- 


nexion, and ſuppoſed proſpect of ſucceſs, and look at it at this 
time. His Lordſhip took a view of our fituation both exter- 
nally and internally, to enforce the neceſſity of the Houſe com- 
ing to a determination, that might tend to remove ſome of the 


- difficulties under which we laboured in this war. It had been 


the boaſt of every one in Government, that they had made the 
moſt ſanguine predictions of ſucceſs; yet what was it that 


was the reſult of all their expectations? Nothing but loſſce, 


defeats, and diſaſters. — Though he felt proud of the reſource; 
of this country, ſtill he regretted that they ſhould be called 


forth on every trivial occaſion. He obſerved, that even the 


expence of this war would, if long continued, be the ruin of 


the nation, for there was not now any one of the allies of the 


whole confederacy againſt France, who was not ſubſidized by 


us, and muſt not be eventually in the pay of Great Britain, 
except the kingdom of Spain, and how long it would be before 


that might become ſo, he could not take upon him to declare; 
but he believed we had but little to expect from that quarter, 


The loan of the Emperor muſt certainly be confidered in the 


nature of a ſubſidy. The Emperor was ſaid to have a great 
military force; he however thought it became their Lordſhips, 


before they praceeded much further, to conſider whether his 


Imperial Majeſty had a great military force, or, which was ſtill 
more important, the power to exert it; and if he had, what inclina- 
tion he had to do ſo; or, in other words, to examine whether the 


Emperor was willing, or actually able, to realize our expectatione. 


His Lordſhip took a view of the conduct of the Emperor during 


the lait campaign, from which he argued that we had but little 


to expect in future from the exertions of that Monarch. A 
Noble Duke, whom as he was abſent he would name—the 
Duke of Richmond—had ſtated, that the Auſtrian army could 
not be prevailed on to ſtop but for twenty-four hours, to aſſiſi 
in ſaving the baggage and proviſions of the Engliſh troops in 
their retreat; hence it might be concluded what little con- 


ſidence ought to be placed in a faithful co-operation on their 
part. He reminded their Lordſhips of the memorials of the 


Emperor 
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Emperor to his ſubjects of the Netherlands and of the Upper 
Rhine, when he was obliged to beg of them for aid, which 
was a manifeſt proof that all his reſources were exhauſted; at 


leaſt this was the opinion of the merchants of London, who, 


in general, are pretty good judges of money negotiations; they 
had actually refuſed to lend the Emperor any money on the 
tender of a former loan on the ſame terms preciſely as the pre- 
ſent, nor would they in this inſtance have advanced it, if the 
Parliament of Great Britain had not guaranteed the payment. 


Had they thought the Emperor was able and willing to pay, 
they would have been ready enough to lend their money on the 


terms he offered to them before. An inſtance of this readinefs 
in the London merchants to lend their money, when the terms 
were advantageous, occurred in the adminiſtration of Sir 
Robert Walpole, who brought a Bill into Parliament to reſtrain 
and check an eagerneſs to advance money to the Emperors of 
Germany, which threatened to be productire of dangerous 
conſequences to this country; the London merchants never- 


theleſs actually did advance their money, even although 


the Attorney General expreſsly declared it to be againſt law. 
He entreated their Lordſhips to examine the treaty between 
the King of Pruſſia and the French, and by it they would ſee 
that the King guarantees that no troops ſhall paſs through his 
territories agairut France; by this it would be impoſſible for 
the Emperor, as King of Bohemia, to march his troops againſt 

France. Recollecting that we had loſt Holland, and recollect- 

ing the fituation of affairs on the continent, the idea of any 
great force being brought by the Emperor againſt France 
was ſo ridiculous, that it appeared to him to be a waſte of time 
to argue the matter. But if the Emperor had the power, how 


ſtood his inclination ? This queſtion his reſeript would explain, 


the reſeript delivered at the Diet at Ratiſbon, and ſigned, as 
report ſaid, on the very fame day that he ſigned the treaty with 
us at Vienna. It might be ſaid, that the Emperor, as Emperor, 
might be at peace with France, but as King of Hungary and 
Bohemia he might {till be at war; that is, the Emperor of 
Germany would be at war with the King of Bohemia. Nothin 
could, in the nature of things, be more evidently abſurd than 
ſuch an idea, eſpecially when it was recollected that this war 
was not for the' acquiſition of territory, but a war continued, 
to uſe the words of miniſters themſelves, becauſe France can- 
not maintain the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity with 
other nations. To ſay, therefore, that the Emperor would 
continue hoſtilities againſt France as King of Bohemia, after 
he had acknowledged that he was ready to negotiate with them, 
and was now actually doing it, was fo ridiculous that he could 
5 „ ; hardly 
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hardly think any one in earneſt when he advanced it. If the 


Emperor, as a member of the Germanic body, could make 


peace, this would directly contradict the aſſertion; for thus he 
would enjoy the advantages of peace as Emperor of Germany, 
and remain our ally as King of Bohemia. By a parity of 


reaſoning, every Lord in that Houſe who had two titles, might 


as well contend that he could give two votes on any occaſion, 
diametrically oppoſite to each other. It was juſt as abſurd as 


to ſay that any Member of that Houſe could vote for peace as 


a Baron, and for war as an Earl; a thing contradictory. to the 


common ſenſe of mankind, and were it not for the ſerious 


miſchief it might occaſion, would diſpoſe'us to laughter. It 


reminded him of a paſſage in a tragedy repreſented in a cele- 
brated farce, which had no doubt entertained all their Lord- 
ſhips at one time or another he meant The Critic--where Til- 
burina, the heroine, is interceding with the Governor her father, 
in behalf of her Spaniſh lover Don Whiſkerandos, ſhe ſays, 
Can you reſiſt the daughter and the ſuppliant?' ? 
The Governor, with a mixed emotion and great dignity, 
replies, hs 0 5 e e 
ce The father's ſoften'd, but the Governor's reſoly'd."” 


On which the perſons before whom the tragedy is repreſented 


to be rehearſed make ſeveral witty and ſatirical remarks on 


the uſefulneſs of that figure of ſpeech, which enables one and 


the fame character to ſpeak, feel, and act for two diſtinct 
perſons. It reminded him alſo of a paſſage in the ſpeech of a 
moſt eloquent and learned Gentleman, not now in Parliament 
Mr. Burke—when diſcuſſing his celebrated Bill of Reform 


of the Civil Lift and King's Houſehold. In one of thoſe 


pleaſant ſallies, with which that Gentleman was enabled by his 


fertile fancy and ſportive imagination to enliven even the moſt 
ſerious debate, Mr. Burke was enumerating the titles of his 


Majeſty, ſuch as King of England, Elector of Hanover, Prince 
of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, Duke of Lancaſter, &c. &c. 


and mentioned a law-ſuit carried on by the King of England 


againſt the Duke of Lancaſter, the event of which to the people 
was perfectly indifferent, becauſe, whichever gained the ſuit, 
they were ſure to pay the whole of the coſts and charges on the 
part of the poor King of England, to the amount of ſixteen 
thouſand pounds. Juſt ſuch a diſtinction as this was that now 
attempted to be made between the Emperor of Germany and 
the King of Bohemia: As head of the Empire he was willing to 
conſider the French Government as capable of maintaining 


the accuſtomed relations of peace andamity; but as King of Bo- 


hemia he was to carry on the war with vigour aud aer in 
81 9 order 
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order to puniſh the French for preſuming to think themſelves 
capable of maintaining thoſe relations; and in the mean time 
the people of England were to pay millions of their money; 


indeed the expence was incalculable, fince there was not an army 


in the field that was not ſubſidized by Great Britain, and this 
too after all hopes of ſucceſs on our part were vaniſhed. His 


Lordſhip mentioned the ſmall amount in value ſterling of the 


Roman months contributed by the Diet of Ratiſbon, and ſaid 
that from Sardinia we could have no hopes, nor any from Spain, 
in the way of active allies. With regard to Sardinia, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, his ſhifting conduct in former wars might teach 
us, that if France would offer him a larger ſum, he would pro- 


bably abandon our cauſe and adopt theirs. As a proof that 


pain could not be relied on with any proſpect of eſſential 
ſupport, her finances were completely exhauſted a fact clear 
beyond diſpute, from the aſſeſſment of 25 per cent. on the ſalaries 
of all perſons in office, down as low as thoſe whoſe income was 
only two hundred pounds a year. The total expence of all the 
allies would fall on this country, and he defired their Lordſhips 
to look at the amount of it, and to ſee what chance we had of 
being indemnified for all the loſs we muſt ſuſtain of blood and 


treaſure. His Lordſhip next adverted to the ſituation of the Weſt 


Indies, where we had no better proſpects ; and ſaid that there 
we could poſſibly gain no ſignal advantage, as all the men of 
colour, amounting to upwards of twenty thouſand, were diſci- 
plined by the French, and in arms to oppoſe us. We ought 
to do what we ſaw our allies do, endeavour to conclude a peace 
on juſt and honourable terms, and on any other he himſelf 
would be the firſt to deprecate it. It might be ſaid that there 
exiſts no Government in France with which we can treat; to 
which he would anſwer, that it would not be found in any 
book of authority on the law of nations that a Govern- 
ment acquieſced in may not be treated with; and he could 
give many inſtances of this from the hiſtory of this coun- 
try. Cardinal Mazarine had, when prime miniſter of France, 
received an ambaſſador from Cromwell, though an uſurp- 
er, at a time when he refuſed to treat either with Charles 
himſelf, or acknowledge his ambaſſador. If there was any 
diſpute as to what is the law of nations, he would anſwer, 
it was to be underſtood from the practiee of nations from 
time to time, arifing out of the common ſenſe and con- 
venience of mankind. What objection was there to acknow- 
ledge the Government of France? Every power in Europe, 
except Ruſſia, whoſe ſucceſs, as a friend to liberty, he ſhould 
deplore, had already done ſo. Every power, except this coun- 
ry; may, even we had ſo far conſidered them capable of main- 
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taining the a-cuſtomed relations of amity and peace, that w* 
had condeſcended to negotiate with them; for we had ſent Sir 


Frederick Eden to France, and through him propoſed an ex- 


change ot pritoners. Ihe propoſition, for good reaſons, was 


rejected; but if it were a fair queſtion, and a queſtion which 
the delicacy ©! the Noble Lord's ſituation did not forbid 
him to put, he might aſk, what the Public were pretty generally 
in poſſeſſion of, viz. whether the French did not give Sir Fre- 


derick Eden ſtrong intimations, that they were ready to 
enter into negotiations of a far more important nature? But 


there was an argument which had been often uſed, and which 


perhaps would be uſed to-night ; that if any negotiation was 


to take place, it ſhould be left to miniſters; to which he 


| anſwered, we had ſeen no with of this kind expreſſed by mini- 
ters, but always the contrary, and therefore he thought that 


Parliament ought to interfere, He was almoſt convinced that 


their Lordſhips were governed by the ſame principles as thoſe 
which prevailed during the war with America. But there was 
lefs excuſe for the Houſe not interfering than at that time. 


In that caſe there was a claim, -and indeed a natural claim, 
made on the part of this country to remain for ever ſove- 
reign of that—in his opinion an abſurd and ridiculous one, 
but there was that claim. What was the claim to the Go- 
vernment of France? We had the title of their Monarch; 
he dared to ſay the French republic would not difpute 
about that title, nor could we flatter . ourſelves it gave us 
any right to dictate a government to France. He was con- 
fident the perſons at preſent in the poſſeſſion of the govern- 
ment in France, were ſincere friends. of moderation, and that 
they really felt a diſpoſition for peace; he thought therefore 
that the Parliament of Great Britain ſhould manifeſt a fimilar 
diſpoſition: If we did not ſeize the preſent opportunity of 
doing ſo, we ſhould in all probability ſoon be in a dreadſul 


ſituation; indeed he ſaw nothing leſs that the total ruin of 


this country in carrying on the war. He entreated their 
Lordſhips to look at the ſituation of the poor, who, although 
they had hitherto with patience axiſing from their loyalty, borne 
their burdens without murmuring, yet it was poſlible to over 
load borh their-patience and ability, He had heard that this 


war was to ſupport our conſtitution ; he did not believe it, for 


that conſtitution muſt be a bad one indeed, which required 


. perpetual war to preſerve it, and the Britiſh conſtitution had 


always been cried up as beautiful in theory and excellent in 
dla ji With regard to the idea, that their Lordſhips were 
bound upon a point of honour. to ſupport Adminiſtration, 
having ſo frequently yoted confidence to them, and. becauls 


they 
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they believed that Mr. Pitt was a great financier, he muſt ob- 
ſerve that this was very contemptible caſuiſtry; for they were 
bound in honour to do nothing that had not for its object the 
welfare of the ſtate; beſides, You ſaw no evil conſequences of 
any kind with regard to miniſters in the buſineſs which he 
ſubmitted to their Lordſhips. Another objection might poſ- 
ſibly be urged againſt his motion, and that was, that his motion, 
if agreed to, would hamper miniſters and obſtruct their capacity 
to effectuate an honourable and ſecure peace, and for no other 
did he profeſs himſelf an advocate. He denied the truth of ſuch 
en objection altogether. The miniſters had already had their 
future operations cramped, and their own free agency ham- 
pered extremely by the conduct of moſt of their allies. His 
motion would ſmooth their path and remove difficulties. Hay- 
ing added other arguments, all of them pointed in their manner 
of ſtatement, his Lordſhip ſaid, if in the courſe of his ſpeech 


he had given way to any thing like heat, it would be imputed 
to his accuſtomed warmth in debate, and not to intention. 


Ilis intention had been what he profeſſed in his opening, to 
diſcuſs the ſubjeck with coolneſs and temper, without offence 
to any, and without meaning to afford ground for indignant 
reply, Having ſaid this, his Lordſhip declared he had only 


| to thank the Houſe for their indulgence, which he had frei- 


paſſæc upon longer than he intended: He would not add to that 
treſpaſs by proceeding further, but would immediately con- 
clude with moving the following addreſs to his Majeſty ; 


« That an humble Addreſs * be preſented to his Majeſty, that his"Ma- 


ity's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords Spiritual and "Temporal in Par- 


lament aſſembled, have, during the war in which fo great a part of Europe 
bas been involyed, repeated!y given every aſſurance, that nothing ſhould be 
wanting on their part that could contribute to that firm and effectual ſup- 
port which his Majeſty had ſo much reaſon to expeSt from a brave and loyal 
people. 3 EY !!!. NS 
That at the commencement of the preſent war this Houſe ſaw, with 
fatisfaQtion, „the United Provinces protected from invaſion, the Auſtrian 
Netherlands recovered and maintained, and places of conſiderable im- 
* portance acquired on the frontiers of France ;' and that whilſt we con- 
curd fully in the juſt and beneyolent ſentiments of his Majeſty's declara- 


tion graciouſly communicated to this Houſe, in which his Majeſty has ſtated, | 


+ 


As the Alldreſs was publiſhed the day after the debate with notes and 
authorities by his Lordſhip, we give it in that manner, as belt tending to 
txptain the grounds of his Leraſh p's argument. | f 
__ | See the Addreſs of the Houle of Lords, in anſwer to the King's Speech, 
e211 of January 1794. SENT | | | | 
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WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Long, 
that © it never could be his intention to employ the influence of extern] 


force with relpe& to the particular forms of government to he eſtabliſhed 
un an independent country“; it was with pleaſure, we looked forward 


a to that happy proſpect ot ſpeedy and permanent peace, which the ſucceſs of 


his Myeſly's arnis, and the wildom and moderation of his declared i inten. 


tions, ſeemed likely to ſecure. With unimpaired zeal, however, we aſſured 


his Majeſty, that, relying. with confidence on the valour and reſources of 
* the nation, and on the combined efforts of ſo large a part of Europe, we 
would, on our parts, Ferſexere with vigour and union in our exc. 
tions +, 

«© That more recently we have ſeen with extreme concern 'the rapid and 
alarming progreſs of the French aims, and heard with pain 4, in his Majeſty's 
molt gracious Speech from the Throne at the commencement of the preſent 
ſeſſions, the confirmation of the melancholy * diſappointments and reverſes &“ 
experienced in the courle of laſt campaign, and ſince ſo fatally illuſtrated 
by the ſubyerſion of one of the moit reſpectable governments in Europe, 


* See the King's Dectarat on of the 29th of Ottober 1793 in Debt 
State Papers, vol: i. p. 128. 

+ See Debrett's State Papers, vol. i ii. p. 466. 

I The following countries have been conquered by France ſince the come 
mencement of the preſent war: 


The ten provinces of Br abant, Antwer p- Meclilin, Limburg, Lee 


bourg, Namur, Hainhault, Artois, Cambreſis, and Flanders, forming tlie 


Avttrian Netherlands, and formerly tubie& to the Emperor of Germany. 


The Seven United Provinces of Holiand, Zealand, Frieflind, Grc+ ingen, 
Overyflel, Guilderiand, and Utrecht, for ming the Dutch nation, and for 
me:ly fubit to the Stadtholder. 

The Principality of Liege, with the cities of Liege and Spa, 8 
ſubje c to ihe Pri; ace B hop, as lovereign of that country. a 

The Bi ſnopiie ot Sp: res, with its chief ys mere, ſubject to its ſo- 
vereign B. op. 5 

The Biſhopric of Wos former is ſubjest to its ſovereign Biſhop. - 

The Dutchy of Deux Pants, formerly fubject to the Elector Palatine, 

All the Eleftorate of Treves, on the fourth fide of the Rhine, with tle 


chief city of the, Electorate, ant the city of Coblentz. 


4 


All the Electorate of Cologne, on the louth'of the Rhine, with its chief 


| city. 


The chief part of the Electorite of Mentz, on the fonth of the Rhine. 

All the deminions of the Elector Palatine on the ſouth of the Rhine. 

The Dut chy of Juliers, w:th its chief city, Alk la Chapelle; formerly ſub- 
ect to the Ele or- Palatine. 

The Dutchy of Cleves, with the ety: of Se formerly ſubject to the 
NOUS of Pruſſia. 
In the South, the Dotehy of Savoy, with its chief city Chamberry, ſor· 
merly ſubjet to the King of Sud nia. 

The c:ty and Conſt. dt of Nice, formerly ſubject 10 the ſame, 

"The Princip: ality of Mecnico, formerly tubje& to its ſovereign Prince. 

From Spain, the gicat ſt part of their rich provinces of Biſcay and Cata- 
Jon; 2 5 with their important gartifon, cities; and foundei ics. 9 

9 See the King's e Dec. 30, 1791. f 
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the ancient; the natural, and the moſt important ally of Great Britain . 

With unrelaxed energy, however, we declared ©our cordial ſupport of ſuch 

6 meaſures as his Majeſty in his wiſdom ſhould think es ars and at an 
cat ly period of this ſeſſion reſolved, 

c That under the preſent circumſtances this Houſe feels itſelf called 
upon to declare its determination firmly and fteadily to ſupport his Majeſty 
© in the vigorous proſecution of the preſent juſt and netefſary war, as af- 

© fording at this time the only reaſonable ex pectation of permanent ſecurity 
and peace to this country; and that for the attainment of theſe objects 

this Houſe relies with equal confidence on his Majeſty's intention to em- 
« ploy vigorouſly the force and reſources of the country in ſupport of its 

eſſential intereſts; and on the deſire uniformly manifeſted by his Majeſty 

4 to effect a pacification, on juſt and honourable grounds, with any go- 
vernment in France, under whatever fo:m, which ſhall appear capable of 

maintaining the accuſtomed relations of N uy amity with other 


6 n 


' 


# Extra from the Anas of the Reſolurin ions wo their High Mightineſet the 
States General of the United Provinces... 
a0. Monday, February 16, 179 6: 

« "Act a rate deliberation, it is found good and int ended to re- 
ſolve by theſe preſents, that a commiſſion of the affembly of their High 
Mightineſſes ſhall be appointed to make known to the repreſentatives of the 
French people at the Hague the reſolution this day: entered into with reſpect 
to recogniſing the ſupreme power of the people of the Low Countries, the 
declaration of the rights of men and citizens, and the abolition of the Stadt- 

holderate, as well as of the dignities of Captain and Admiral- Generat in 
all their relations, and the diſcharge from the onath on the ſoi-diſant con- ; 
ſicution, by delivering to them a declaratory act in which the points afore- 
ſaid are detailed; to conſtitute this commiſſion, the citizens Van Haerfolt, 
Leſtevenon, Forſten, Van Citters, Stirk, Van Lierſchoten, Scuylenberg, Van 
Pallande, and the regiſter Quarles are required and charged with the further 
requilitions to make known en this occation to the repreſentatives aforeſaid 
the ardent defire of their High Mightineſles, and of the people who love the 
rights and liberties of the United Provinces, to form a ſolid confirmation 
between the two nations, as two republics equal and independent, and to 
conclude au alliance upon conditions reaſonable and equally. advantageous 
on both ſides, in order that in this manner may be laid the foundation 10 
much wiſhed for of the ſtricteſt fraternity between two nations yet mentioned 
in the hiſtory of the human race, of which fraternity the certain conſequences 
may be very well calculated and foreſcen, as being extremely ſalutary both 
for the French and Dutch people, and for the b ane and conſumma- 
tion of a general peace in Europe. | | 
The regiſter Quarles being requ: red to communicate to the repreſenta- 
tives of the F rench people, that the commiſſion afore! laid will ne 175. on 
W. edneſday next, at one o'clock in the 2 aa 


Compared with the original. ef 8. H. 6 nc: 

(A true copy.) H. QUarLEs.” 

N See the ame ndment on the Duke of Be: Hord's motion, the Au 
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„That we now, however, approach his Majeſty at a moment when in 
the commencement of another campaign we ſee ourſelves deſerted by ſome 
of thoſe; allies on whole powerful aſſiſtance and cooperation his Majeſi, 
during the laſt campaign mainly reſied“, and when others, to protect whole 
intereſts his Majeſty originally interfered, are unfortunately, thrown into the 
feale of our enemies +; Thinking it our bounden duty humbly to Rate our 


from his Majeſty: 
hh Inns 2 
His Majeſty has ordered copies of a treaty, which has been figned at the 
a Hague hy the Plenipotentiaries of his Majeſty, and the States General of the 
United Provinces on the one part, and by the Plenipotentiary of the King 
of Pruſſia on the other part; and likewiſe of a convention agreed upon be- 
tween the reſpective Plenipotentiaries of his Majeſty and the States General, 
to be laid before the Houle : And his Majeſty, relying on the zealous and 
affectionate ſupport of his faithful Commons, in the vigorous profecution of 
the war in which he is engaged, recommends it to this Houſe to conſider of 
making proviſion towards enabling his Majeſty to fulfil the engagements 
which his Majeſty has entered into, as well as to defray any extraordinary 
expences which may be incurred for the ſervice of the preſent year, and o 
take ſuch meaſures as the exigency of affairs may require. 5 We 
PO Ts Tnt eh | SG op 
On the zoch of April it was moved in the Houſe of Commons in a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, N e 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a ſum not exceeding two 

millions five hundred thauſand pounds be granted to his Majeſty for the 
ler vice of the year 1794, to enable his Majeſty to make good his engage- 
ment with his Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, to be raiſed bytway-of loan on 
Exchequer Bills, &c.““ EE LOR: 3 0 8 
Mr. Fox moved in amendment, to inſert the fam of 11 f, oool. inflead 
of the ſur of a, 500, oool., which was negatived by 134 againſt 33. The 
original motion was. then put and carried. | EDS HS 


+ Extra of a Treaty of Alliance, offenſive and defenſive, concluded le- 
taveen the Republic of France aud the Republic of the United Provinces. 


£ 


Hague, May 12, 1795. | | 

“ Art. I. The republic of France acknowledges and guarantees the in- 
dependence of the republic of the United Provinces, as alſo the abolition 
of the Stadtholderſhip.. e | 

„ II. There ſhall be a laſting peace, amity, and good underſtanding, 
between the two republics. 446k . Re 

„ III. There ſhall alſo be an alliance, offenſive and defenſive, againſt all 
the enemies of the reſpective republics, during the preſent war. 

„ IV. There fall alſo be a laſting alliance, offenfive and defenſive, 
againſt Great Britain. | 50 A 5 IH | 
V. Notreaty-thall be entered into with Great Britain, without the con- 
fent N republiess. + ates | 9585 
„VI. The French republic ſhall make no peace whatever with ar; 
power, without comprifing in it the republic of the United Provinces. 

« VII. The republic of the United Provinces ſhall furniſh for the pie 
ſent campaign 12 ſhips of the line and 18 frigates, for the North Sea and the- 


altic: | 
| oh tic. 66 VIII. 
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onviction that it is ne general opinion of his people, that no probable ad « 
vantages to be obtained by continuing the war with the preſent ſtate of his 
Majeſty's alliances, will bear the ſlighteſt compariſon with the ſolid benefit 
| likely to acerue from an immediate negotiation for peace“. | 

That without entering into a painful enumeration of domeſtic diſtceſſes, 
which, as they: early called forth the ſalutary and healing interpoſition of the 


Legiſlature r, cannot have eſcaped his Mieſty's paternal attention; or 


without minutely detailing the difficulties which embarraſs g every ſtate in 
Europe that now remains in alliance with his Majeſty, we truſt that the 


406 vIII. The republic of the United Provinces ſha'l formiſh for the pre- 
{cat campaign half the number of the troops which the republic ſhall have 
on foot. „ | 3 e | 
IX. All the forces employed in actual ſervice ſhall be under the 
command of 'French Generals. The arrangements for the campaign 
ſhail be made in concert. The States General may ſend'a deputy, who 
| ſhall fit and have a deliberate voice in the Committee of Public Safety at 
Paris. 3 e 3 Th 
% XX, As an indemnification for the expences of the war, the republic of 
the United Provinces ſhall pay to the republic of France one hundred mil 
lions of livres, either in ſpecie or in bills upon foreign powers, as thall be 


agreed upon. ONE: ms | | > . 
* The following important places have, in the courſe of the preſent ſeſ- 
fon, petitioned the Houſe of Commons againſt the war; 1 
Hel, a Nanwiclb Saliſbury, Dundee, 
Carlaſle, Vork City, Durham City, |. Colehaiter,. 
| London, 3 : Southwark, | | Liverpool, 2 Dumfermline. a 
Southampton, Mancheſter, Workingtan, , I814 


I dee the Commercial Credit Bill. 


Extract from the Exhortation of. the Prince de Sax Cobourg, dated Fenron 
oy b ni tis 3h ek 
© Riſe, then, German brothers and friends l on you will depend the 
making it poſſible. for your deliverers to live or die for your defence. I 
myſelf, a German Prince, full of ſolicitude, not lefs:for the fafety of my 
country than the preſervation of my warriors, call upon yu. Procure ws 


ſubtiſtenee, bring us proviſions from your magazines. Think that in for- 


warding to us theſe painful ſocegurs, you ſecure, at the fame time, your ap- 
pfroaching harveſt, Share with us your ſavings. To obtain what we 
want, employ the treaſures of your churches: Give your utenſils and vaſes 
of ſilver to the Emperor, for the pay of your defenders. Von will fe- 
cclve recejpts for the payment in due form, and you will be paid intereſt 
tor the pecuninry aids you have thus procured. Replace the reſources of 
Pelgium, which have beep cat oi from us, and now flow for our ene- 


mcs. Nurſe and relieve, with a ſolicitnde full of charity, our ſick and 


wounded.“ | 5 SOT | PLS 
This exhortation, we find, did not. produce its deiired effect, for, in his 
Majeſty's Meſfiage on the Auſtrian loan, 4t is ſtated, that ſome teinporary 


advance which his Majeſty was induced to make for the immediate ſupply 
ot the Auſtrian army, under the præſſure of unforeſeen circumſtances, in 


the latter part of the laſt campaign, will be included in any arrange 
ment. N 65 5725 K BON ee eee esd d FL RICE $7? 
SL 4 ve Sub- 
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neceſlary bleſſings of peace. 


. 


463 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lozes, 


mere ſuggeſtion of theſe important confiderations will induce his Majeſty 
ſpeedily to uſe every honourable and expedient means for reſtoring the 


„ | Fe es T That 

Subſtaunce of a Decree of the Imperial Court, dated Vienna, Auguſt 135 17945 | 
a4 and preſented ſoon afterwards to the Diet at Ratiſon. 

„ Unfortunately, ſince the month of laft January, the neceſſity of in- 

ci eaſing the forces of the Empire is become moſt urgent. 28 
„The war, on the part of the enemy, from the violent meaſures taken 

by che ruling party in France, and from the formidable ſuperiority of 


- Bumbers of their armies, having taken the appearance of the moſt obſti- 


nate offenſive war, renders even the defenſive operation of the combined 
powers not only painful and difficult, but requires an extraordinary ex- 
ertion, combination, and union of power, to reſiſt the deſtructive enter. 
priles of enthnſiaſtic hordes, encoura ged by various and alarming ſucceſſes; 
which. exertion and extraordinary efforts, on our fide, are the more preſſing, 
and require the ſpeedier to be put into execution, as there is no time to be 
loft, leſt the evil ſhould riſe to a degree which would render the united 
forces of the Empire inſufficient to ftop its progreſs. „ 
The country being in danger, ought to ſound the alarm- bell through. 
out the German Empire. The meaſure of a quintuple contingent cannot 
but be an afflicting effort for the paternal heart of your Imperial Sovereign. 


His Majeſty, however, hopes that ſuch a meaſvre, conſidering the preſent 


urgent circumſtance and the population of the German Empire, will not 
de looked upon as extravagant. The Emperor thinks it almoſt unneceſſary 
further to declare, that, on account of the ſacrifices made during the three 
laſt obſtinate campaigns in men and money, that his Majefly, without the co 
operation of the ftates of the Empire, is totally incapable by himſelf to continue 
the protection of the Empire, bis domeſtic reſources being entirely exhauſted, by 
hawing alreody firained all the political nerves of his bereditary dominions, 
fer the defence and protection of the Empire. e e 2 


Extrafs from the Memorial of the Imperial Miniſter Count Schlicb, to the Aſ- 
fembly of the Circle of the Upper Rhine, preſented on the 16th of Auguſt 
« The putting on foot ſuch numerous armies ; the great expence of main- 
taining them with the current coin of the Empire, the events of the war 
which have ſucceeded each other with ſuch rapidity and changes of fortune, 


4 


have required immenſe ſums which it was neceſſary to ſeud'trom the here- 


ditary ffates into foreign provinces; and to fopply this his Majeſſy has ſa- 
crificed with an unexampled generoſity, bis own revenues, the voluntary 
ſubſidies of his faithful ſubjects, and his individual abilities. | 

The ſpiritual and temporal communities of tue ſuperior and lower claſſes 


are ſtill poſſeſſed of treaſures which remam untouched, but which might be 


beneficially applied. The people of property of every deſcription have a 
ciedit, which they ought to lend to raiſe great {ſums of money to complete 
that which the Houſe of Auſtria, after ſuch an immenſe influx of money 


into the Empire, ovly drawn from its own hereditary dominions, is no 


longer able to afford bv itſelf, 6 bo 


His Majeſty's meffage to the two Houſes of Parliament accordingly 


Hates, / 2 


That bis Majeſty thinks it proper to acanaint his Houſe of Parliament 
that he has rect ived tom the Emperor ſtrong afforanc's of a diipolition te 


make the greateſt exertions for the common caule in the courſe of the next 


campaign; 
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% That it is with plæaſure and ſatisfaction we reflect, that a negotiation | 8 
ſo deſirable in itſelf cannot be deemed inconſiſtent with any of thole rules 1 
POFRREY OTE O0y (Fmt IF ˙»w ˙•m! m.... 1 

campaign z but it is repreſented, on the part of his Imperial Majeſty, that 3 
tacie efforts cannot be made without the aſſiſtance of a loan, which his Im- 1 
perial Majeſty is defirous of raiſing on the credit of the revenues of his | 1 
hereditary dominions, under the guarantee of his Majeſty with the con- 7 
curtence of Parliament. 1 5 | | _ 
With regard to our other German allies, Parliament has this'year voted i 
1 3 To the Elector of Hanover £ 495,655 | "148 
» Landgrave of Heſſe Caffel = S237. | 1 
- a; Heil Darmſtadt 76,076 73 
And to the Duke of Brunſwick 92,242 : 1 


— 


The King of Sardinia receives annually, by treaty 200,000 _ 
The reduced ſituation of Spain may be collected from the nature of the 
reſources it had recourſe to even during the laſt campaign. | | ; 


* 
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_ Extra from the Madrid Gazette, Sept. 2nd, 1794. 

« The various events of war having, ſince the commencement of this 
ſecond campaign, . occalioned great expences an] loſſes which could mot be 4 
ſoreſeen when the calculation of the neceſſiry funds to conduct it were | 
made in the outſet, an! it having become indiſpenſible to ſeek new means to | 

lecure the intereſt, and the conſiderable capital which will be wanted to pro- - 
vide with the fame exaCineſs as heretofore for the ſubſiſtence and maintenance 
of the armies and the fleet, my paternal feelings do not permit me to burden 
afreſh the poorer part of my ſubjects, who, on account of their great number, 
contribute in a larger proportion to. the exigencies of the ſtate, and at the 
ſame time, with. immenſe hazards and fatigues, expole their perſons for the 
defence of all. I have thought Juſtice and equity required, that the more 
ety claſſes the moſt affluent, and thoſe who receive more immediate bene- 
h's from the government—ſhould contribute with its property towards the 
expence ; Upon this principle, and by the unanimous _— of my council 
of tate, among other things I have refolved, that, from the firtt of the 
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enſuing month of September, a deduftion ſhall be made in the reſpective 1 
pay offices, from all ſalaries, penſions, grants, or other aſſign ments, en- 
Joyed by the perſons employed in my roya} ſervice, be it in what department 
oever (the military alone excepted), either in Spain or ig the Indies, of 1 
4 per cent. on their groſs amouat, provided it exceeds 890 ducados (about 1 
(160) per ann. and that the fame be alſo deducted from the military en- 3 
joy ing the rank of mareſchal de camp incluſively, who are not in the actual 1 
lervice, oblerving that the exception I grant to the other officers of my army . 
an navy, not ſerving the campaign, extends merely to their pay according 1 
to rank, and not the penſions, lalaries, or other grants they may have n {#5 
any other, even ſhould it be of a military nature; and the amount of ail 4 
lach deduRtions to continue not longer than two years after the termination 4% 
of this war, ſhall be paid from the reſpe & ive offices into my chief treafury. 1 
4nd moreover, my counſellors e fate having repreſented to me with the nf $35 
erent and patriotic zeal, th it the deduction in their ſalaries might be 25 per 37 
ccut. fince, convinced of the juſtice and neceſſity of the war, they were reads bi 
': make net only ſuch a ſacrifice, but to extend it even to their Ives and ' 338 
Jortunes; J have thought expedient to accept of their loyal and gracious 14351 
oer; and in conſequence, the deducticn of 25 per cent. ſhall be made from Wi 
the ſalary of every individual counſellor of ftate, upon the fame terms, and | 1 
vir the fame 1eſtriftions and ditectien as the deduction of 4 per cent, 1 
aiprementioned from the ſalaries of all other placemen and p:nficners.”*  * bi bf 
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ef the law of vations, which the wiſdom of ages and the common conſer, 


of mankind have conſecrated as the. leading principles of national inter- 
courſe. For * every nation which governs itfelf, under what form ſoever, 


without any dependence on foreign power, is a ſovereign ſtate *, and 
the exiſtence of government acquiefced- in by the people under its con. 


troul, is the only feature in the condition of 'a country to which foreign 
powers, for the purpoſe of difcovering a capacity of negotiation, ought to 
direct their attention,. there being no form of government which has not 
thewn itſelf capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and 
amity with other countries fr. PW iy nega „ 
| | ; % That 
: The clergy in clerical courts are largely taxed by conſent of his Holineſs 
the Pope. 6 KEI | a 
T e orders, national as well as foreign, are taxed 8 per cent. 
on all their incomes in money, and 12 per cent. on all incomes in kind, by 
an order dated 4th February 1795. © = | 
Paper dollars have been iſſued to an immenſe amount. 
* Vattel, | 1 5 5 
+ We find it ſtated by a modern author of received authority, that the 
fame power who has a right of making war, of declaring it, or directing its 


operations, has naturally that of making and concluding a treaty of peace: 
_ Theſe two powers are connected together, and the latter natus ally follows 


the former, He elſewhere ſtates, that a right of embaſly (which undoubt- 
-eily implies a capacity to negotiate) is incident to the exiſtence of a fove- 
rezgn ſtate. And in another remarkable paſſage it is laid down, that foreign 
nations may receive ambaſſidors and other miniſters, even from an uſurper, 
and fend ſuch miniſters to him. The doQtrine is aſſerted by the author in 


the following clear and explicit terms ; 


Before I cloſe this chapter, it will be proper to examine a queſtion, fa- 


mous for being often debated, whether foreign nations may receive ambaſ- 


fadors and other miniſters of an uſurper, and ſend ſuch minifters to him, 
Here foreign powers, if the advantage of their affairs invites them to it, 


follow poſſeſſion; there is no rule more certain, or more agreeable to the 
{aw of nations and the independency of them. As foreigners have no right 
to interfere in the domeſtic concerns of a people, they are not obliged to 
canvaſs and inſpect its economy in thoſe particulars, or to weigh either the 
juſtice or injuſtice of them. They may, if they think proper, ſuppoſe the 
right to be annexed to the peſſeffion. When a nation has expelled its ſove- 
1cign, the other powers, wh ch are not willing to declare againſt it, and 
would not draw on themſelves its arms or enmity, conſider that nation as a 
tree and ſovereign ſtate, without taking on themſelves to determine whether 


it has acted juſtly in withdrawing from the allegiance of ſubjects and de- 


throning the prince. Cardinal Mazarine received Lockhart, who had been 
ſent as ambaſſador from the republic of Englaud, and would neither ſce 
King Charles the Second nor his miniſters. . If a nation, after driving out 
its prince, ubmits to another, or changes the order of ſucceſſion, and ac- 
knowledges a ſovereign to the prejudice of the patural and appointed heir, 
foreign powers may here likewiſe conſider what has been done as lega—it 


is ng quarrel or buſineſs of theirs. At the beginning of the laſt cevtury, 


Charles, Duke of Sudermania, having obtained the crown of Sweden, to the 


„ of Sigilmund, King of Poland, bis nephew, was ſoon acknow- 
tedged by moſt ſovereigns. Fillerey, min.ſter of Henry the Fourth, King f 


we 


* 
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« That if doubt ſhould any where exiſt on this ſubject, as the law of 
vations itſelf is a rule of act ion growing out of the common conſent of in- 
dependent Rates, it cannot fail to be removed by the acquieſcence in theſe 
dactrines of ſo conſiderable a number of thoſe powers, whoſe united au- 
 thority forms the only competent tribanal.in queſtions of ſuch univerſal 
importance to the rights of nations. 3% Y 353 
« We cannot therefore reflect on the intercourſe maintained by France 
with the United States of America, as well as witli the neutral powers of 
Europe during the whole of the preſent war“; on the treaties lately con- 
cluded with the Duke of Tuſcany, the King of Pruſſia, and the proviſional 


government of Holland; on the negotiations that have been. carried on by 
Spain, and on the ſtrong declarations of deſire to negotiate, recently made - 


by his Majeſty's. intimate ally, the Emperor, as head of the Germanic 


the preſident Jeanin, All theſe reaſons and confiderations all not hinder the 
King from treating with Charles, if be finds it to his intereſt, and that of his 
kingdom.“ | e VarTEL, b. iv. c. 2. 


Extract of an Anſwer ſrom the Republic of Genoa to the Official Note from 
_ the Emperor, dated February 1794. | 

«© That at preſent the republic was moſt grieyoully oppreſſed by the Britiſh 

navy; that there was no probability of the French committing any violation 

of territory againſt the republic, becauſe that nation had always more par- 

ticularly reſpected the neutrality off Genoa than the combined powers ; and 

that above all, the * of Genoa was determined to perſevere in the 


- 


obſervance of the ſtricteſt neutrality.” 


Extra# from Counter-Declaration of the Court of Denmark, in Reply to the 
| SY Memorial delivered by the Britiſs Minifter, | 

© The nation (meaning France) is true, and the authority whish it ac- 
knowledges is that to which application is made in cafes concerning indi- 
viduals. The commercial connexions ſubſilt likewiſe in the ſame manner 
as they did between England and France, as long as the latter choſe to pre- 
ſerve peace, The nation has not ceaſed to acknowledge her treaties with us, 
at leaſt ſhe cenforms herſelf agreeable to thoſe treaties. As ſhe appeals to 
them, ſo do we appeal to them—and frequently with good ſucceſs, both for 
ourſelves, and even in favour of thoſe ſubjects of the belligerent powers who 
commit their effects to the protection of our flag. In caſe of refuſal and 
delay, we have frequently been obliged to hear often and reluctantly, that 
they only uſed to make repriſals, ſince the nations with whom they were at 
war, ſhewed as little regard to their treaties with us) and thus the neutral 
gag becomes the victim of errors which it cannot reproach itſelf with. The 


o f 


path of jaflice fill continues open in France. | | 
Extract from the Edif? of the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, I red in Marth 179 5, 
2» , alnouncing the Peace wwith Francs. = 
(c Whilſt his Royal Highneſs enjoyed the ſatisfaction of ſeeillg that Tuſ- 
cany, ſuperior, as it were, to the occurrences of the times, reſted peaceful 
and quiet on that neutrality, abbiel was conſtantiy reſpected by the French 


are already known to all Europe.“ 


Nö . c bodyi 


1rpublic, be found himſelf involved in thoſe unpleaſant tranſastions, which 
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body“, and ſeriouſly maintain a doubt of that capacity to negotiate which 
' fo many powerful and independent ſtates have acknowledged, and to whoſe 
deciſion his Majeſty has added the acquieſcence, and in a manner the au. 
thority of this country by a late miſſion to the continent to negotiate 
an exchange of priſoners. For we humbly conceive that a nation cannot 
abſolutely he thought incapable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of 
peace and amity, which is treated with, as capable of preſerving and per- 
forming the ſtipulations which may be entered into for the humane and ci. 
vilized purpoſe of alleviating the rigours of war rf. 


* Reſcript of the Emperor, preſented by the Imperial Miniſter to the Mini/ers 

of the States of the Germanic Empire, at Ratiſbon, the 4th of May 1795. 
„The minifters of his Imperial Majeſty are charged to declare, in the 
name of his Majeſty, the Emperor and King, to the envoys repreſenting 
the ſeveral Princes and States of the holy Roman Empire, that his Majeſty 
it ready io enter into negotiations with the' French republic. His Majeity, 
without being too mindful of his own, intereſt, will conſult thereby the 
real welfare of the Empire, and make it his ſole care to procure to the Em- 
| . an acceptable, ſolid, and permanent peace. But his Imperial Majcity 

s alſo, at the ſame time, the juſt confidence in all his co-flates of the 
Empire, that they will co- operate with all their power, to. accompliſh this 

_ defirable end, and not enter into ſeparate negotiations with the French e- 

public. His Imperial Majeſty expects, however, the ſpeedieſt declarations 
on this ſubject, and the Imperial Commiſſioner will ſoon preſent a declara- 

tion from the Emperor and King, explanatory of the ſentiments of his Im- 
perial Majeſty. In other teſpects, his Imperial Majeſty connot conceal, 
that the ſeparate treaty of peace concluded on the part bt his Pruſſian Ma- 
Jeſty, even in his quality of a Prince and co-ſtate of the Empire, has been 
moſt unexpected to hint.“ „ | Res LE TN 

+ The following has been reported in converſation as the particulars of 
Sir Frederick Eden's miſſion to France 5, . 

Sir Frederick was received at Dieppe by a French Commiſſioner, who in- 
vited him to a conference, at which the object of the miſſion was explained. 
The Commiſſioner afterwards ſet off to Paris, inviting Sir Frederick to 
accompany him; an invitation which was refuſed by Sir Frederick, who 
had not received any directions to proceed thither. In due time the Com- 
miſſioner returned, and informed the Engliſh Ambaſſador, that to an ex- 
change of ſailors on equal terms, the French Government could on no 
account conſent ; but that he was ready to treat with him with reſp to 
any other objects. (this Lord Grenville flated in debate he had no 
knowledge.) Sir Frederick is (aid to have replied, that the French Com- 

miſſioner might have ſpared himſelf the trouble of coming from Parie, 
and might have conveyed' the determination of the French government by 
letter. The French Commiſſioner ſaid, that he was directed to return to 
Dieppe, for the purpoſe of doing away the ſuſpicion that had been circu- 
lated, that the French repul:lic would not treat with a monarchy; and of 
declaring that the French would treat with any country, whatever was 
its form of government. At the ſame time he aſſured Sir Frederick, that, 
though the republic would not conſent to an exchange of ſailors, yet that 
any officers ſhould be ſuffered to return to England, if Sir Frederick would 
make out a liſt of their names; and that the republic would be contented 
with a promiſe from Sir Frederick, that an equal number of French officers 
mould be permitted to return to France, ©, % Th : 
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That we humbly beg leave to aſſure his Majeſty, that in thus anxiouſly 1 
recommending a ſpeedy negotiation for peace, we do not merely contem- 4 
plate the general advantages which this country always derives from a 9 
ſtate of repoſe and public tranquillity. But as we have ſeen with grief 1 
(whilſt we have been occupied in conſidering the capacity of the preſent 8 

_ 21 


3 
? * . : 
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3 
— 1 1 

28 
Nene 8 
10 * * 


government of France to treat} ſucceſſive deſertions from that general ſy- 
ſtem of alliance on which his Majeſty and his people chiefly grounded 
hopes of ſucceſs, fo if this reluctance to treat ſhould continue, we cannot 
now help anticipating with poignant regret the eventful moment when | 15 
Great Britain may be reduced to the ſad alternative of either providing 9 


for the expences of all the allies, or of ſingly maintaining a protracted 
and deſtructive war in a cauſe not originally her own *, and in which this MH 

country was embarked with the aſſurances of the active and zealous ſup- 3 | F 

port of almoſt every European power T. | | 5 i 
„That it is with confidence we therefore truſt, that his Majeſty's gra- i 
WY 


cious and benevolent mind will be impreſſed by the ſeparate and combined 21 
elfects of thoſe powerful conſiderations, which we the more anxiouſly preſs | j ; 
upon his Majeſty, as we approach his throne under a ſincere and irreſiſtible 
conviction, that the ſenſe of the nation with whom his Majeſty is engaged 


in hoſtilities, as well as the diſpoſition of its preſent government, affords 
dent and 


n 
* 
N e heed 


elle 


20 unfavourable opportunity for negotiation g; and that an ar 
„ Rs E: e e univerſal by 
The grounds on which Great Britain was originally involved in the 488 
_ preſent conteſt have been the ſubje& of much controverſy ;- But it appears +BY 
_ equally impracticable to difpute the propoſition that we embarked in a 1428 
cauſe not originally our own ; whether we engaged for the purpole of pro- 8 
tecting the States General, or united with the Auſtrians and Pruſſians in 84 
their anxious defire to reſtore the bleſſings of its ancient government to 58 
France. TY | | | > | "0 
+ The extent of his Mjeſty's alliance may be learrit from a declaration 1 
to the government of Genoa by Lord Hood and Sir Gilbert Elliot, dated 2B 
St. Fiorenzo, the 26th of Auguſt 1794, announcing the railing the block- +2 
ade of Genoa, which concluded by declaring, “that his Majeſty reſerves bs 
to himſelf the reclamations which the intereſts of his ſubjects, and thoſe 84 
of his allies, which conſiſt of the greater part of Europe, and of the hu» i 
man race, render indiſpenſibly neceſſary, reſpecting the future conduct of 245 
the republic,” 7 48 hs A be 
t The following extracts furniſh ſtrong preſumptions of the diſpoſition iz] 
cf the French nation, as. well as of. the leading men of its government, to- 15 
wards peace. 2 8 | | J 
Speech of Boiffy D' Anglas, January 30, i795. 3 


© And when a part of our enemies, diſcouraged by our ſucceſs or enlight- 
ened by our experience, ſeem willing to let the earth reſpire; when the 
people, indignant at the calamities with which they are overwhelmed, feem 
every. where commanding their governments to put an end to the horrors 
of war; ſome cruel and crafty politicians would perſuade them, that we 
done are inſenſible to the cries of ſuffering humanity ; that we. . muſt 


thirſt for their blood; that no peace can with us be ſafe or honourable; 
that the continuation of the war is 8 to them; and, finally, 
e 3 „„ thiz 
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. univerſal wiſh for the reſtoration, on fair ana honourable grounds, of the 
bleſlings of peace, openly avowed by many of your Majeſty's allies on the 
| . 5 . 55 continent, 


this abſurd contradiction, that, on the one hand, our pridę and our ambi- 
tion are tod formidable for us to be treated with, and, on the other, that 
our efforts have too much exhauſted us not to afford hopes of certain ſucceſs, 
by continuing the conteſt. J)) TL 
e We ought, citizens, out of reſpe& to humanity, to expoſe theſe con- 
traditions, reply to theſe calumnies, hold up the light to every eye, and 
annaſk thoſe machiavelian governments, which, ſporting with the blood of 
men and the fortune of the people, aim at raiſing a coloſſal greatneſs on 
the ruin of the principal powers of Europe. We ought to convince all 
virtuous men that we deteit war, without fearing it ; that we are always 

| xeady to put a ſtop to its horrors, when a peace ſhall be offered to us con. 
ſiſtent with our dignity, - and capable of guaranteeing our ſafety, We 
ought, at the ſame time, to advertiſe the people of all nations, that, read 
to negotiate with frankneſs, we will not ſuffer our arms to be paralyſed or 
our triumphs to be ſuſpended by negotiation, falſe or ſubtileQ. 


Cambaceres Speech in the Name of the Committee of Public Safety, 3d 
55 xs March 1795. RIS 

«« Peace is the end of war; ſo many wars have been entered into through 
Eaprice, and continued to promote private intereft, that governments have 
given to their ſubjects the full meaſure of their tyranny, and their perver- 
Fey. It is ambition which makes kings arm; it is juſtice which arms the 
people; and where is the people who having diſpatched the league of their 
enemies, overthrown their projects, and confounded their ambition, would 
refuſe the moſt flattering of all glories, that of giving peace to the world, 
after having conquered it ? c | „ 

% The diplomatic ſyſtem of a republic is not embarraſſed like that of 
courts. Neither rights of blood, family compacts, nor marriage intereſts 
thwart its meaſures. It knows no rights but thoſe of nations; the 
human ſpecies is its family; and it allies itſelf only to, the intereſts of 
the people: Its policy ought, therefore, to be ſimple and eaſy. Such will 
be yours. „ 2 : 8 | 

a Penetrated with the great principles of the independence of nations, 
pf the reciprocity, the equality of rights and of duties among political 
ſocieties, thoſe who will be charged in your name to negotiate with the 
ſtates who may manifeſt a pacific diſpoſition, ought to be able not only to 
maintain the rights and the dignity of the French people, but to affure 
other nations of external and internal fecurity of our faith in treaties, and 
of the equity of our intentions,. reſpecting navigation and commerce. _ 
„ You cannot be. accuſed of per tuatihg the horrors-of war: You will 
pot have to anſwer for the blood which may continue to flow. The republic, 
triumphant, prepared to fly to new - triumphs, is defirous of peace; ſhe 
wiſhes an univerſal peace, and ſuch a one as for ever would aſſure the repoſe 
/ To oa ods ct bodied 
Extra of @ Declaration. of the King of Pruſſia io the Cor eſſates of the 


Empire, relative to the Treaty of Peace he has concluded with France. 


7 | 5 1 Berlin, May 1, 1795. 
& All conſiderations on theſe, and many other relations, became cer- 
tainly the more urgent and inviting, as at the termination of the laſt un- 
fuccelsful campaign, the criſis threatened on one fide to ach the. n 
; . * ; | t - 4 | * 12 | 5 _ * an | I Y | 
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faithful, and affectionate ſubjects at home . a 


Lord Grenville roſe to reſiſt the motion. His Lordſhip be- 
gan with declaring that he was willing to admit the Noble 
Lord's propoſition, laid down both in his argument and in 
the addreſs he had moved, vi. that a ſecure and honourable 


continent, pervades. with equal influence the minds of your Majeſty's loyal» 


peace was the only one this country ought to look to and to 


expect; and he owned; he was happy to hear the Noble Eart 


declare in a deciſive manner that ſuch was his opinion. One 


aſſertion in the Noble Earls ſpeech; he muſt refute in the moſt 
direct terms, before he proceeded to fay a word about ſuch 


parts of it as appeared to him to calt for his obſervation ; and 


dangerous point, but on the other, there began to riſe in France, from the 
ruins of the precipitated ſyſtem af terror, a more ſolid government of mo- 
deration and temperance, and the wiſe ſentiment of its being in want of 
Yeace ; at this period there could be but one with, but one longing defiie 
m Germany. | | „ 


„ If after three bloody campaigns, fertile in death and devaſtation, the 


reſources of the war were entirely drained, and all hopes of its further 
cContinuance with ſuccels had van ſhed, it it became powerfully manifeſt, 
that the Almighty hand of Providence had given to the torrent of the hoſ- 
tile exploits at once ſo deciſive a turn, and that all further attempts to 


ret it would prove fruitleſs z if the enemy himſelf is not difinclined ta 


embrace the offer of peace, and all hopes appear of obtaining it ſooner 
than by an obſtinate continuance of the war, did there kill remain am 
choice? Could a wiſe and humane prince then wiſh to ſee the ho-rors of 
War ſpread ſtill further, without meaſure, and to no purpoſe? Were not 
the provinces (already overwhelmed with miſery) fufficiently ravaged > 
Was not fuffering humanity bent fufficientiy lo tr © 
During the late diſturbances in Paris the opinion of the leading men 
relative to the deſire of the people for peace was ſtrongly marked by their 


iduing a Proclamation (as a probable means of ſoothing the populace), da» 


claring the probability of another treaty of peace being concluded with 
another of the leading powers of Europe, | 


* On the authority of the late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, it appears, 
that the war is unpopular in that part of his Majeſty's dominions, as he 
ſtates in his letter to Lord Carliſle, that by his influence and the credit of 
the perſons whom he had employed, &c. he had cauſed * a ſpirit of union 


and harmony to ſucceed to that general diſcontent and diſaffection, as well 


Againſt the ſyſtem of the former government as againit the war itſelf, 
which at the time of his arrival manifeſtly and avowedly pervaded the bulk 
or the YE on 0 | | 

That thoſe at the head of the government of this country are not les 


verſed or leſs practiſed in the little arts and managements alternately uſed, 


to bring forward or ſuppreſs. the prevailing opinion of the Public according 


to the convenience of its exiſting rulers, can hardly be doubted. And it 
may be left with ſafety to a Public who have > the art brought to 


a tate of unparalleled perfection, to decide whether Mr. Pitt 1 not 
long ago have boaſted with equal juſtice, that he had managed to ſuppreſs 


* that diſcontent againſt the war which manifeſtiy and avowedly pereaded | 


the bulk of this nation, 


A rr ——— IND 8 
* ag EEE R . 5 
* *. . DO OR I INS 


N 


- N b e 
7 . nn; "Stow; 2 5 — 2 2.3 LR. 
1 2 e — 2 ür 62 75 - 7 $f (ccc -— 
4 8 ery ra * © 
> = a 
SYKES: en * — — 8 
* * _ 
Br, * Sy pr pe 5 ; 7 : 2 * 7 
: 299 2 2 R 2 ES 2 A 5 TH l 
* "I. * 3 


ASA L 
ju - 5 
— on 


SERIE 
IEEE ND, 


Ar ONE 22 _ 
* . ot py gens} * 2 ok * ”Y r 3 
L d 425 ce 
r 2. TCC PE ISNT 
3 : . 


n te, S1 pe nnn. e 
e eee 
* rn 


2 — 
x 9 - 
D ag 


8 


e e VC 


2 
8 
r 


* 1 s a + a” 
yp — * - * 
* St — = * 2 


* 4 — e 
A SOOT a 
AR VAC Se. OS 
* ny CS — 


— . * ** 


re FA PPS 
15+ ragy reds Candid <neds eters hos ifermertpgg r s T 
d n 2 I'S y bw A EV. AER} x 3 
"6; 2 — 2. ac 14> 


Tn 
FFP 
e l e 


* ©; 7 


>a 


Te 
Pa OT 
—— 


r 


— 


S 
* . 
2 0 * 


ET, 2 I. e N ” 6 
: - 3 > r n 5 1 "I 
r — 3 — * r S 


of our allies, and not on our on account. 
torily denied. Britiſh intereſts, alone had obliged us to depart 
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he was happy to feel that from what he had heard, there did 
not appear to him much reaſon for his intruding long upon 
their Lordſtrips patience. The aſfertion to which he alluded 
was, that we had embarked in the war in . of the cauſe 

hat he peremp- 


from that neutrality we had ſo long ſcrupulouſly obſerved, per- 


Raps too long; nor had we been led to depart from it, till it 
became indiſpenſibly neceſſary for the preſervation of the na- 
tional honour, in conſequence of repeated inſtances of the 


moſt wanton. and unprovoked aggreſhon on the part of the 
French. The queſtion of agreeing to the addreſs propoſed, 


was very different from the queſtion of expediency of nego- 
tiation, becauſe, if there was no good argument againſt at- 


Sn 4 to negotiate, there were ſtill many againſt that Houſe 
coming forward at this time of all others, to regulate the conduct 


of the Executive Government. The queſtion of peace and war, 


on which Parliament might interfere with the Executive Go- 


vernment, in certain cafes, was clear—they had that right moſt 


undoubtedly; rhe queſtion was on the exerciſe of that right. 
And a wiſe and prudent Parliament would neither defire to 
exerciſe, nor exerciſe that right withcut the ſtrongeſt neceſſity. 


Was there any ſuch neceility exiſting at preſent, and if there 
was, where were their Lordſhips to look for it? It was altogether | 


uncertain whether any negotiation at this time would procure 
peace; it was {till leſs likely to procure what their Lordſhips 


muſt defire—a fafe, honourable, and. laſting peace. That ob- 
ject, this motion, if agreed to, would prevent. He defired 


the Houſe to reflect on the effe which ſuch a motion, if car- 
ried, would have on the minds of the enemy. They would ſay 


immediately, that Great Britain was confeſſedly unable to carry 


on the war; and that it had been ſo expreſſed by Parliament. 
That conſtruction, however falfe, would make them deſirous 


of carrying on the war inſtead. of wiſhing for peace, becauſe 
they would fee by ſuch. a refolution that Parliament had no 
hope of ſucceſs, They would confequently-imagine that this 


country, from deficiency of reſources or ſome other cauſe 
equally cogent, muſt obtain peace on any terms. Thoſe Noble 
Lords, who were led aſtray by an idea that by a negotiation 
peace might be procured, would, if the advice were liſtened 
to, ſoon have ſufficient reaſon to lament their credulity. That 
peace might not be concluded, if the Executive Government 
were at this time to treat for it, was more than he could lay; 
but he was not ſure it would procure what he wiſhed for, a 
fafe, honourable, and ſecure peace; and he would aſk if wy 
thing could be more encouraging to the enemy, or more dit- 


- couraging 
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at any time fetter and weaken, inſtead of ſtrengthen the hands 
of Government, and put it out of the power ol miniſters, be 
they who they may, to make either peace or war. He pro- 
ceeded to examine the grounds on which this motion was ſup- 
ported by the Noble Earl's argument. With regard to ſuch of our 


allies as had made peace with France, the moſt prominent were 


the Grand Duke of Tuſcany and the King of Pruſha, though the 
Noble Earl had in the hurry of ſpeaking forgot to notice the firſt. 
With regard to the conduct of the King of Pruſſia, he was 
far from ſaying that his concluding a peace with France was 
not an eſſential diſadyantage to the confederacy ; but he 
| begged their Lordſhips to recollect that in the laſt debate on 
the ſubje& of negotiation with France, it was unreſervedly 

| ſtated as a matter to be expected, and no aſſiſtance from Pruſſia 

was given credit for, The deſertion of the King of Pruſſia 
from the common cauſe could not therefore at the preſent 
time be urged as an unexpected defalcation of the ſtrength 
of the allies. As to the exhauſted ſtate of the finances of 
Auſtria, it was admitted that pecuniary aſſiſtance was wanted 
there; but that Auſtria had military force, if pecuniary aid 
could be obtained to give it liſe. On that ground expreſsly aud 
avowedly Parliament were about to grant effectual aid to that 
power without any additional burdens on this country, and for 
which we were to have great and powerful military aſſiſtance, 
by which we were to hope for ſucceſs by land, and to continue 
our ſuperiority at ſea. As to the reſcript of the Emperor, even 
if it were iſſued in the name of the King of Hungary and Bo- 


hemia, who would ſay that it would procure to Europe a ſafe 


and honourable peace? To obtain this, the better way was 
to be prepared for a vigorous proſecution of the war. Coffee- 
houſe politicians, men little read in the law of nations, and 
the hiſtory of political conduct in great ſtates, might ridicule 
the diſtinction between the declaration of the Emperor to the 
Diet, and the declaration of that Monarch as King of Hungary 
and Bohemia, which every intelligent perſon, capable of 
entertaining an opinion on ſuch important topics, knew per- 
fectly well; the hiſtory of almoſt all the wars of Europe ex- 
plained it: To confound the two characters, however it 


might ſuit the converſation of ſuch politicians as he had 


alluded to, would not ſuit their Lordſhips comprehenſive un- 
derſtandings and better information; indeed a moment's re- 
flection on the conſtitution of the Germanic body, would 
ſerre to explain what was from ſheer ignorance deemed a my- 
ſtery, not certainly by the Noble Earl, but by thoſe who echoed 
uch an abſurd argument without doors. The grounds of the 

Rb ona N en, 
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couraging to the allies, than ſuch a motion as this? It would 
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472 
quarrel between the Empire and the French, and thoſe of the 
other ſovereign ftates, were very different. The Empire was 
the head of the body of the ſeveral ſtates, the conſtituent 
members, each of . might have their particular cauſe 
of quarrel, when the Empire generally found it its intereſt to 


incline to peace. Peace might, therefore, properly be made 


on the part of the Empire, and the other powers might con- 
tne in thewir to -. e 5 
Whether the refolutions come to by the Diet of 'Ratiſbon 
were wiſe, politic, or prudent, was not for him to decide 
upon; but the main ground of diſcuſſion at the Diet appeared 
to be, whether they ſhould or ſhould not negotiate with the 
French republic. Should they agree to make the Rhine the 


boundary of the French republic, the electors of Mentz and 


Treves would be deprived of their dominions, and the Empire 
diſgraced; and would the Electoral College quietly acquieſce 
in loſing two of its members? To conclude a peace on ſuch 
gounds would totally ruin the Empire; to make tlie Rhine to 


the ſea the boundary of the Empire, and give up that whole 
territory, the leaſt portion of which had for two centuries 


paſt coſt us ſo much blood and treaſure. 


If we except the defection of the King of Pruſſia, the 


| fituation of France is much more alarming. Before, there- 
fore, we know whether the negotiation between the Empire 
and the French would be followed up with a treaty, or if it 
thould, what that treaty would be, it appeared to him to be 
premature to ſay any thing upon the ſubject. Sure he was, 
that if the French retained their preſent poſſeſſions, the other 
powers of Europe would not be ſafe. With reſpect to the 
reſources of the allies, he did not think it would be proper 


for him to go much into that ſubject then; but he thought he 


ought to call on the Houfe to reflect alſo on the ſtate of the 
reſources of the enemy, reſpecting which the Noble Earl had 
not ſaid one ſyllable, although they formed a ſtriking feature 
in the character of the times; and particularly the circum- 
ftances which had lately happened in the internal condition of 


France. He laid no ſtreſs for the preſent on the acceſſion of 


EKRuſſia to the confederacy; he only wiſhed to call their Lord- 
ſhips attention to the condition of France, fince his argument 
rendered a compariſon abſolutely neceffary. The diſtreſs of 
France was greater at preſent than the moſt ſanguine calcula- 
tion of any man had ever predicted. Aſſignats, for inſfance, 
which. when he laſt mentioned their value, two or three 


months ago, were at the diſcount of ſeventy per cent. that 


was, one hundred pounds of their paper was worth thirty 


pounds; at this time they were at ninetyeſrre per cent. diſ- I 


count, 


k 
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Fu count, which was only five pounds value for one hundred 


pounds paper currency, as for every five pounds they borrow- 


ed, they were obliged to iſſue one hundred pounds in aſſignats; 
and this was a diſtreſs which unfortunately, from the nature 
of its cauſe, muſt every hour increaſe, in proportion to the 


wants of government, becauſe, as it became neceſſary to make 


freſh iſſues of aſſignats, their value proportionably decreaſed. 
Such an effect had this circumſtance produced, a circumſtance 
-ſtated and lamented in almoſt every ſpeech in the Convention 
on ſubjects of finance, that their expenditure, which three 
months ago was twenty-ſeven millions per quarter, was now 
twenty-ſeven millions a month, which was equal to the whole 
of our annual expenditure. All this was not matter of con- 
jecture, but a thing admitted in the Convention itſelf, as 
he had juſt mentioned, not only in their ſpeeches upon the 
ſubject, but in the decrees of their Committees at that mo- 
ment. 1 „„ | 
With regard to negotiation, he had no ſcruple to repeat, 
that there muſt be ſome regular and acknowledged govern- 
ment in France before we ſhould treat with the French. He 
had to return his thanks to the Noble Lord for having given 
him an opportunity of anſwering what he certainly ſhoul4 
not have touched on himſelf ; but the Noble Lord had been 
ſo kind as to relieve him from he delicacy which he ſhould 
certainly have conſidered as a ſufficient bar to alluſion, to 
have impoſed filence upon him. The Noble Earl had men- 
tioned Sir Frederick Eden's miſſion to France, to negotiate 
for an exchange of priſoners. It was true that an attempt 
had been made to treat with the preſent government, and 
what had been the reſult? it had not only proved that the 
French had not a government capable of maintaining the ac- 
cuſtomed relations of amity and peace, but that they were 
incapable of carrying on war like a civilized nation. Eren 
with rebels and pirates had an exchange of priſoners, on 
principles of mutual convenience, been agreed to and carried 
into execution; and yet the French, with all their boaſted 
pretenſions to philoſophy and philanthropy, had refuſed to 
agree to an exchange of priſoners, even when famine was at 
their door, when ſuch numbers of our brave ſeamen were 
languiſhing in priſon, deſtitute of proviſton, the abſolute means 
of exiſtence, and when the number of mouths to be fed added 
to the general calamity. In ſhort, we could not treat with 
the French until they had a government. that was not at war 
with other governments; a government that taught its ſub- 
eds to reſpect the rights of other nations; and we ſaw, by 
changes of the very laſt week in France, that if peace were 
Vol. HH 3P ; made 
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made now with the preſent rulers, we ſhould not have any 


ſecurity for its continuance for four and twenty hours. He 
thought, on a review of all the circumſtances of the war, 


and the ſituation of all public affairs, that the beſt policy of 


this country was to continue the war with vigour, and there. 


fore the motion before the Houſe ſhould have his direct ne- 
gative. . . 


The Earl of Guildford ſaid, le found himſelf obliged to 


rife in order to prevent a falſe impreſſion of his Noble Friend's; 


argument from going forth, in conſequence of the miſrepre- 


ſentations of it by the Noble Secretary of State; but he af. 


ſured their Lordſhips he would not detain them long, but 
would confine what he had to ſay to as few words as poſſible, 
His Noble Friend had not contended that, the Emperor of 


Germany could not act in one way for the general good of 
the Empire, and in a very different way for the promotion of 
His own individual and ſeparate intereſt ; they all well knew, 
that every man ſtanding in the Emperor's predicament, as 


head of the Empire and as King of Bohemia, could act one 


way for the Empire, and another way for himſelf ; but the 


manner and the object for which his Nobie Friend had uſed 


the argument, had been, that if the Emperor, as head of the 


Empire, did negotiate with the French republic, he thereby 


acknowledged it capable of holding the accuſtomed relations 


of amity and peace, and that having ſo done, it would be in 


the higheſt degree abſurd for him, as King of Bohemia, to 


contend that the French republic was incapable of holding 


the accuſtomed relations of amity and peace. The King of 


Great Britain might certainly be at war with France, and the 


Elector of Hanover at peace; but his Majeſty, he was per- 


fuaded, had too much regard for the intereſts of England, 


ever to act in that inconſiſtent manner. | 


His Lordſhip owned he was more alarmed at what had 
fallen from the Noble Secretary than at any thing be had be- 
fore heard, and he would much rather that his Noble Friend 
thould not have made his motion, but that the queſtion re- 
lative to peace had been ſuffered to ſtand on the ground on 
which it was left at the end of the laſt debate on the ſubject, 


than put into the ſituation in which the Noble Secretary of 


State had now placed it, becauſe, from what had been ſaid by 
that Noble Lord, it was clear that the deſpair of his Majeſty's 


miniſters carried them ſo far beyond all hope, that unleſs the 


Parliament interpoſed its authority, and compelled them to 


negotiate, they were determined to rifk the exiſtence of the 


country, in order to preſerve the exiſtence of their own ad- 
miniſtration. The Noble Secretary of State's prophecies _ | 
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all turned out to be falſe. From time to time they had pre- 
dicted the ſpeedy conqueſt of France, and all that while ſhe 
had conquered province after province, and kingdom after 
Sogn He wiſhed his Majeſty had better adviſers, or that 
he 


it ſuch devaſtation and horror. He lamented that a Britiſh 
Cabinet ſhould now be the only obſtacle to the general tran- 
quillity of Europe, and he adviſed their Lordſhips to ſtep for- 
ward and put a ſtop to proceedings which might end in the 
ruin of the country; for by ſuch conduct as miniſters ob- 
ſerved, it appeared as if they were determined to proceed 
until the deſtruction of this country, or of France, is effect- 
ed, and that nothing ſhort of it would fatisfy them. | 

Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he roſe on the ſame principle as his 
Noble Friend who had juſt ſat down had done, viz. to pre- 
vent a falſe impreſſion going abroad in conſequence of the miſ- 
repreſentation of the arguments of his Noble Friend the Se- 
cretary of State, His Noble Friend near him (Lord Gren- 
ville) had not argued the diſtinction between the Emperor as 
head of the Empire, and as King of Bohemia, in the manner 
ſtated by the Noble Ear), but had clearly faid that it might 


be proper for him, under the ſanction of the declared wiſhes 


for immediate peace on the part of the Diet of Ratiſbon, to 


attempt to negotiate a peace with the republic of France, at 


even a greater riſk and hazard than he thought it adviſeable 
to negotiate at on his own account in his individual ſovereign 
capacity of King of Bohemia. There ſurely was nothing ir- 
reconcileable or inconſiſtent in the Emperor's acting in that 
manner, and agreeable to the diſtinction that he had juſt ſtated. 
Another miſrepreſentation of his Noble Friend the Secretary 
of State's argument, as given by the Noble Earl, had been his 
declaration that jt was now clear that nothing but the authority 
of Parliament could drive miniſters from that mad career 
which their deſpair prompted, to riſk even the exiſtence of the 
country, xather than riſk the exiſtence of their own admini- 
tration. Nothing that his Noble Friend the Secretary of State 
had ſaid, would warrant that conclufion ſo haſtily drawn and 
inſiſted on with ſo muſt warmth by his Noble Friend the Earl. 
The inference fairly warranted both by the language and con- 
duct of miniſters, on the ſubject of all motions of a tendency 
with the preſent, had uniformly been, that ſuch motions, inſtead 
of accelerating peace on honourable and ſecure terms, which 
they wiſhed as ardently ag any ſet of men whatever, anly pro- 
duced embarraſſment to the Executive Government, and 
threw qdditional difficulties in the way of their attaining that 

=» | 3 | deſireable 


ad none: For if left to the affections which animate his 
breaſt, he would ſoon terminate a ſyſtem which brought with 
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Noble Secretary of State had been pleaſed to urge in an{wer to 
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defircable object ; That it was not conſiſtent with common 
ſenſe or common honeſty, to attempt the negotiation of peace 
with France, under circumftances like the preſent ; and that 
therefore, as men wiſhing to ſhew themſelves men of com- 
mon ſenſe and common honeſty, they would not attempt it, 


unleſs their own judgment was compelled to give way to the 


authoritative voice of both Houſes of Parliament. His Lord. 


ſhip declared he was the more aſtonithed at the ſort of lan- 


_ guage held by his Noble Friend, as to the propriety of treating 


with France at this moment, when he conſidered the ſtate of 
internal divifion and diſtreſs that the republic was at this time 


deeply involved in. The lateſt accounts proved the inſtability 


of the French government, and the different political opinions 
that influenced mens minds and impelled them to conduct 


_ calculated rather to ſpread anarchy and extend confuſion, than 
to ſhew that they were impreſſed by one common ſentiment of 


moderation and reaſon. With whom were miniſters to treat 
in the preſent diſtractions and ſubdiviſions of parties that cha- 


racterized the French republic? Inſtead of being, as they affect- 


ed to call themſelves, one and indiviſible, they were directly 


the reverſe. Look to their navy; with which maritime port, 


Toulon, Breſt, or Marſeilles, were miniſters to treat? The 


two ſormer ports were at variance; the fleet in Breſt Water 


being governed by one opinion, the fleet in Toulon harbour 


by-another ; if they treated with either, it was indubitable 


that the other would be againſt them. His Lordſhip put this 


point very forcibly, and contended that the reaſon why his 


Majeſty's miniſters did not think proper to treat or negotiate 
for peace with the republic at preſent, was becauſe they wiſhed 
to conduct themſelves as men of common ſenſe and common 
honeſty, becaule they thought it their duty to wait till the op- 

ortunity offered itſelf of negotiating ſych a peace as Great 
Britain had a right to expect at their hands, a peace that was 
honourable and ſecure, and not with any view to the exiſtence 
of their own adminiſtration, or of any adminiſtration. The 
moment for beginning ſuch a negotiation was not yet arrived; 


when it came, his Majeſty's miniſters would no doubt do their 


duty and embrace it; in the, mean time he thought they acted 
wiſely in reſiſting all fuch motions as the preſent, and there- 
fore, as he had not meant to detain their Lordfhips longer than 
was abſolutely neceſſary, he would conclude with declaring 
that he ſhould concur with his Noble Friend the Secretary of 
State, and give the motion his negative, 7 oo 

The Earl! ef Laiderdale ſaid, he muſt once more trouble 
their Lordſhips with a few obſervations in reply to what the 


his 


| 
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his argument. - His Noble Friend (Lord Guildford) had done 
him complete juſtice in reſcuing him from the miſrepreſenta- 
tions of the Noble Secretary, He certainly had not argued the 
aiſtinction taken reſpecting the conduct of the Emperor, as 
head of the Germanic body, and in the different and diſtinct 
ſituation of King of Bohemia, in the way in which the Noble 
Secretary had appeared to underſtand him; he had merely con- 
tended that if the Emperor treated for peace with the republic 
of France, on the part of the Empire, he muſt neceſſarily be 
confidered in that inſtance as admitting that the French repub- 
lic was capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of 
amity and peace among nations; and that having ſo done, it 
would be the extreme of abſurdity in him, in his character of 
King of Bohemia, to deny that the French republic were ca- 
pable bf maintaining thoſe relations, and to continue to carry 
on the war on that principle. With regard to the difficulties 
that lay in the way of the Emperor, were he ever ſo much in- 
clined to proſecute the war with additional vigour and energy, 
as miniſters had aſſumed, let their Lordſhips only look to the 
Memorial of Count Schlick, the Imperial miniſter to the 
Aſſembly of the Circle of the Upper Rhine, in Augult laſt ; 
and with regard to the difhculties that, Spain, our other princi- 
pal ally, had to encounter to carry on the war, let them refer 
to the Madrid Gazette of the 2d of September laſt, and they 
would there ſee that the counſellors of ſtate offer a deduQion 
in their Talaries of twenty-five per cent. from a conviction that 
the unforeſeen expence of the war requires it: He mult there- 
fore inſiſt on it, that if we ſeized the opportunity oÞ making 
peace at this moment, it could ſcarcely fail to prove ſucceſsful; 
and it their Lordſhips concurred in his motion, it would con- 
vince the Convention, and the people of France, that that 
Houſe, as a Houſe of Parliament, was cordially diſpoſed to 
that important object, and willing to meet the withes for 
peace ſo anxiouſly expreſſed by almoſt every member who has 
lately ſpoken on the fubjeCt in the Convention. | 
The Noble Lord, talking of the diſtinct intereſts of the 
Lmperor, as head of the Germanic body and as King of 
Bohemia, had thought proper to treat his argument on that 
Lead with a degree of contempt, and to fay it might be fit 
_ for coffee-houſe politicians to hold; but that men accuſtomed 
to conſider ſtate affairs, and their Lordihips in particular, knew. 
better than to fill their heads with any ſuch idle notions. He 
knew not where the Noble Secretary of State acquired ſuch 
comemptuous opinions of the intellects of his fellow-ſubjects 
but he had ever found men who went to coſtee-houſes, and 
lad turned their attention to the conſideration of politics in 
NO ns FR hr nga. Rent 8 _ ay 
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any degree, full as competent to diſcuſs and decide upon the 


diſtinction he had taken reſpecting Auſtria, as head of the 
Empire and as King of Bohemia, as the Noble Lord himſelf, 


or any of their Lord ſhips. 


In reply to what the Noble Secretary of State had ſaid of Sir 


Frederick Eden's miſſion, that it proved that the republic of 


France was not only incapable of maintaining the accuſtomed. 


relations of amity and peace with other nations, but that they 
were incapable of carrying on war like a civilized nation, the 


Noble Lord did not ſeem to be aware of the tender ground he 


trod on, and that when he intended to brand the French govern- 


ment with barbarity and want of feeling, he was in fact fixing 


the very ſtigma he meant to aim at others, deeply on the charac- 
ters of himſelf and his colleagues in office. If it were true 
that the French acted inhumanely in refuſing to agree to an 
exchange of priſoners, how much more inhumane, how 
much more barbarous and unfeeling had been the conduct of 
his Majeſty's miniſters, who had ſuffered the war to continue 
for two years without ever once attempting to negotiate an 


exchange of priſoners! The reaſon why the French refuſed 
to accede to the propoſition of Sir Frederick Eden was obvi- 


ous, and proved their prudence, and the wiſe policy that di- 
rected and influenced their conduct. Several of the public 
meaſures of the Britiſh Government taught them that the 
great object of this country was to man their navy, that there 


was a deliciency of feamen at this-time, and that Great Britain 
was willing to ſubmit to extraordinary and even oppreſſive 


internal means of procuring them. Juſt at that moment his 
Majeſty's miniſters propoſe to the French republic an ex- 
change; the French government cannot be fo blind as not to 
fee the object of ſuch a propoſition at the commencement of 


_ a naval campaign. They have abundant reaſons to know, that 


the with of Great Britain is to recover her ſeamen, which they 
had fuffercd to rot in the priſons of France, deſtitute of the 
common neceſſaries of life, without the leaſt expreſſion of re- 
morſe, for two years together. The French therefore, upon 
a principle of ſelf-intereſt, refuſe to accede to fuch a pro- 


| pron; but by rheir treatment of Sir Frederick Eden and 


y the other circumſtances, they give him very ſufficiently 
to underſtand that they are willing to negotiate with him 
on other and more important points. He appealed to the 
Noble Secretary of State, whether that -was not the fact; 
and if that were ſo, what was there in the conduct of the 
French government mere ferocious, more yncivilized, than 
in the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters, who had with ſo 


much cruzity and neglect ſuffered their brave fellow country: 
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men, the ſeamen of Great Britain, to periſh in French priſons, 
without one effort to relieve them for two years together ? 
Another cauſe of ill conduct in his Majeſty's miniſters, and 
which particularly applied to the preſent topic, was their hav- 


ing ſlighted the advice given them early in the war, to let the 
crews of merchant-ſhips conſiſt chiefly of foreign ſailors, by 


which means the captures made by the French would not 
have operated in a manner ſo injurious to the navy, nor would 
any thing like fo large a number of Britiſh ſeamen have been 
loſt to the ſervice, and been ſuffering the moſt unparalleled 
hardſhips and miſeries under confinement in France. ; 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he was ſorry to find himſelf under the 
neceſlity of troubling their Lordſhips with a rejoinder to the 
Noble Earl's reply, but ſome obſervations which the Noble 
Earl had thought proper to uſe, made it abſolutely neceſſary 
for him not to ſuffer them to paſs unanſwered. He had cer- 
tainly placed the argument reſpecting the different conduct 
that the Emperor might hold as head of the Germanic body, 
and in his individual capacity of King of Bohemia, in the man- 
ner deſcribed by his Noble Friend (Lord Mulgrave), and argued 
that the Emperor acting according to the inſtructions and 
declared wiſhes of the Diet of Ratiſbon, might as Emperor 
negotiate with the French republic for peace, becauſe he in 
that caſe acted under delegated authority: But was the caſe the 
ſame with him when he was to act for himſelf only, ſubject 
to no controul but that of his own judgment and inclinations ? 
Undoubtedly” it was not. Another charge urged. againſt 
miniſters by the Noble Earl was, that they had not diſtrefled the 
merchants, and impeded the commerce of the country more 
than they had done, by taking away a great number of Britiſh 
ſeamen from on board the merchants ſhips. He believed few 
men beſides the Noble Earl would think his Majeſty's miniſters 
had been blameable for acting as they had done in this reſpect. 
The Noble Earl bad made feveral other obſervations, which, 
as he did not wiſh to detain their Lordſhips, he would paſs by, 
and come to the laſt, a matter of charge againſt his Majeſty's 
miniſters, ſo important, that in compariſon with every other 


remark of the Noble Earl, it funk them to nothing—he meant 


the charge that his Majeſty's miniſters had wantonly and 
cruelly ſuffered numbers of Britiſh ſeamen to remain in French 
prilons, and there periſh for want of the common neceſſaries 
of life for two years together, without making one effort to 
relcue them from the dreadfulneſs of their fituation. If that 
charge were true, he was ready to acknowledge that his Ma- 
jelly's rainiſters were guilty of the moſt atrocious barbarity, 
and criminal in the higheſt degree; but was the fact 
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430  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, © [Lonre, | 
Noble Earl had ſtated it? When, he defired to know, had an 
opportunity offered to attempt a negotiation for an exchange 
of priſoners till of late? Would the Noble Earl have goaded 
miniſters to treat for that purpoſe, when the Convention paſſed 
a decree to put all their priſoners to death? Was that a fit 
moment to appeal to French humanity? Would the Noble 
Earl have had them tender the propoſition when this country 
ſent cartel-ſips full of French priſoners to France, and the 
French, in defiance of the law of nations, not only detained 
thoſe ſhips as lawful prizes, but ſent the officers and the crews 
who navigated them to priſon, in like manner as they would 
have done enemies taken in battle? [By the almoſt univerſal 
1 ſhouts of Hear / Hear! which echoed through the Houſe, it 
'1 was evident that their Lordſhips coincided in ſentiment with 
; the Secretary of State.] In fact, his Lordſhip ſaid, no op- 
portunity had offered that promiſed a probability of ſucceſs to 
any ſuch propoſition from the commencement of the war to 
the preſent day. Of late, when ſo much had been faid in 
Parliament of the moderation of the preſent governing powers 
in France, and of the return to reaſon and humanity mani- 
ſeſted in the ſpeeches of the different members of the Conven- 
tiop, fome of his Majeſty's miniſters had been induced to 
think a negotiation for an exchange of priſoners might poſ- 
fibly be practicable, and had propoſed at leaſt to try the experi- 
ment. He owned for one, he had uniformly been of a dif- 
ferent opinion, and the event had juſtified his ſentiment. Sir 
Frederick Eden had been ſent, and the experiment had failed, 
as he had returned without accompliſhing the object of his 
miſſion. The fact was, that his Majeſty's miniſters felt as 
anxioufly as the Noble Earl or any other of their Lordſhips 
could do for the unhappy ſufferings of the numbers of their 
fellow-ſ{ubjeCts at this time lingering in French priſons, and 
they endeavourcd, but fruitleſsly endeavoured, to relieve them. 
With regard to the queſtion that the Noble Earl had thought 
proper to put to him, whether, though Sir Frederick Eden 
failed in his object of negotiation, that negotiation had 
not been attended with circumſtances that indicated pretty 
plainly an inclination on the part of the Nench government 
to negotiate on a more important ſubject, certainly it was 2 
matter to which upon his own feeling he ſhould not have ad- 
verted; but as the queſtion had been put to him, he had no 
objection to give an immediate and a direct anſwer—he had 
not heard of any ſuch circumſtances. N 
The Earl of Lawderdale roſe again; and as there was a con- 
ſiderable call for the queſtion, ſaid he could not ſuffer their 
Lordſhips to depart without hearing a word or two of 3 
| | ö ng 
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to the Noble Secretary of State's rejoinder. Some Noble Lords, 
his Lordſhip obſerved, had certainly had their patience taxed 
by him that day; but he was rather ſurpriſed at the extreme 
eagerneſs for the queſtion expreſſed by others, who had but 
juſt entered the Houſe. | . . | 
Notwithſtanding what the Noble Secretary of State had 
ſaid reſpecting the ſending of Sir Frederick Eden to nego- 
_ tiate for an exchange of priſoners a ſhort time ſince, he did 
charge, and ſeriouſly charge, his Majeſty's miniſters with a 
wilful and ſcandalous neglect of their duty in not having 
during two years continuance of the war made any one at- 
tempt to procure an exchange of priſoners, till they found 
it neceſſary to do ſo on the ſpur of the occaſion immediately 
previous to the commencement of a naval campaign, and after 
their own meaſures in Parliament had announced to the French 
the extreme diſtreſs of this country in reſpect to ſeamen. 
Under ſuch circumſtances it was no wonder that the propo- 
fition for an exchange of priſoners was rejected; hg thought 
the French aCted wiſely in rejecting it, and in ſaying as they did 
in fact by implication, © We underſtand what you mean; you 
never propoſed an exchange of priſoners, when it might have 
been our mutual intereſt that an exchange ſhould take place; 
and now, when it is' notorious to all the world that you want 
your ſeamen, you are ready enough to come forward with 
ſuch a propoſition, but we will not be ſuch dupes as to let you 
have them.“ | V 53 Pe 
Lord Grenville reſtated the circumſtances of the decree to 
put all Britiſh priſoners to death, and the ſeizing and detaining 
the cartel- ſnips; and aſked if either of the periods when theſe 
facts occurred had been propitious to the trial of ſuch an ex- 
periment as a propoſition for the exchange of priſoners? In fact, 
no one occaſion that ſeemed likely to be attended with ſucceſs 
had offered, and it was evident from the late trial of the ex- 
periment and its entire failure, that the French were equally 
incapable of carrying -on war as a civilized nation, as they were 
of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of amity and peace. 
The Houſe divided on the queſtion : 5 
VVV 
. - 
Adjourned, ; 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
1 EH FRIDAY, June 3 EY 
Tits being the day appointed for the Call of the Houſe, 
Previous to the doors being opened, a converſation of ſome 
Vor. III. e 1 9 length 
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length took place on the queſtion, whether the Houſe ſhoulg 


be called over. Pts 
The Houſe divide! e 
7 — + 68 


TE == 6: 


treatment which his remains had . lO from the | | 


French: They had attempted to fix the charge of cruelty upon 


the charaQter of a General who, to the greateſt gallantry, 


added the moſt amiable diſpoſition, and the moſt gentle man- 
ners. He ſaid, he had riſen to move that a monument ſhould 
be erected to his memory; he was aware that thoſe motions 
had only been made in caſes of brilliant ſucceſs; but he was 
perſuaded that to the loſs of that brave General might in a 

reat meaſure-be aſcribed the calamities which had followed 


in the Weſt Indies. He ſpoke of the ſervices and character of 


the late Major-General Thomas Dundas, who died in the Weſt 
Indies in the ſervice of his country. The Houſe, he was ſure, 
was in poſſeſhon of enough of the General's character to reſ- 
cue him from ſuſpicion of any partiality in the warm eulogiums 
he was in juſtice bound to beſtow on a deceaſed and moſt 
dear friend. The ſervices he had rendered to this country, 
in a long military career, even before the preſent war, remained 
written in the memory of many Gentlemen then in the Houſe, 
While all ranks of people bore teſtimony to his merit and ſer- 


vices in the war we were now en aged in Thoſe ſervices | 


were not more impreſſively denoted by the applauſe and affec- 
tion of the Britiſh army, even to a man, than by the rancour 
and animoſity of his enemies, who, with a fury more than 
diabolical, carried their revenge beyond the grave, tore his 
body from the ſacred place of interment, and gave it a prey 
to the beaſts of the field and the fowls of the air. He did 
not, it was true, actually die in the field of battle, but he died 
in the ſervice of his country; and as his life was devoted to 
the ſervice of his country, ſo his death was ſucceeded by many 


calamities. A character ſo glorious, viewed in the light of 


public capacity, was rendered more illuſtrious by his private 
conduct; for in all the various relations in which he ſtood, his 
- life was one uniform tiſſue of excellence, in which it was dif- 
ficult to ſay whether the patriotic, the ſocial, or the domeſtic 
_ virtues were moſt predominant.— To ſum up his character in 
a few words, he was wiſe, yet unaſſuming, brave, mild, and 
generous. „ | nan FDA 
Perceiving, as he did, that the feelings of the Houſe went 
hand in band with his own, the Right Hon. Secretary faid he 


would (much though he felt intereſted in the ſubject ) treſpaſs 
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on the time of the Houſe no farther with preliminary matter, 
but move, 353 | i 
« That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that his 
MNMlajeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to order a monument to be erefted in St. 
Paul's Cathedral to the memory of Major-General Thomas Dundas, who 
died in the ſervice of his country,” &c. TW nes 5 
Mr. Manning ſeconded the motion in a few words, ex- 
preſſive of his ſenſe of the merits of the illuſtrious com- 
mander, whoſe conduct, he ſaid, had impreſſed the inhabitants 
of the Weſt Indies with general reſpe and eſteem for his 
character. 2 e V : 
General Tarleton added his teſtimony to that which had al- 
ready been given in honour of General Dundas, and referred 
to an action in America in 1781, in which the deceaſed Ge- 
neral by his ſuperior ſkill and determined valour particularly 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf, when oppoſed to the Marquis La Fayette. 
Ar. Wilberforce ſaid, that he roſe with ſome waa one 
reſpect, though in another with no difficulty at all: He had 
no difficulty in agreeing moſt cordially with the yote of thanks 
to General Dundas, of whoſe conduct he ſpoke in the higheſt 
terms; neither had he any intention to impute particular blame 
to Sir Charles Grey or any other commander, by what he was 
going to add; he thought it his duty, however, to notice 2 
clauſe in the proclamation iffued in the Weſt Indies, by which 
all ſlaves found in arms in the defence of a French ifland, on 
which we made an attack, were threatened: with being tranſ- 
ported to Africa, if taken, certainly not with the view of re- 
ſtoring them to their reſpective 1 but © to take their 
fate,“ as it was expreſſed in the preclamation; and it was even 
added, that all free blacks who might be taken in like manner 
ſhould, on account of the impoſſibility of diſtinguiſhing them, 
be tranſported alfo. Mr. Wilberforce faid, he was perſuaded 
that the commanders in the Weſt Indies having their minds 
occupied with the chief objects of their expedition, were not 
to be ſuppoſed to have deliberated particularly on the point he 
had ſpoken of, but had admitted, perhaps inadvertently, the 
clauſe in queſtion, in compliance with ſome ſentiments in the 
Weſt Indies. It ſhould be conſidered, however, that many 
llaves might be obliged to take up arms in defence of the 
French iflands, by their own ſuperiors, and perhaps under pain 
of death; and that many free people of colour, of reſpeQable 
character, and poſſeſſed of property, might be in arms for the 
defence of that property alſo. He thought it, therefore, very 
unbecoming in the firſt place, in point of humanity, for us to 
put the blacks under the diſtreſſing dilemma of either On | 
to take arms, perhaps under the pain of death on the one hand; 
. OE | as 


— 


, 0 _ 4 _—_ 09 "PWV a 1 * n 4 * = - * * 
r PO net os er ou mn rg et Tr SHES) yy "has SEE TCC 1 N 
Bs , \ FT N 
0 . 8 7 Ware 13 a Sud - * * — I IIO 2 r — 2 * 


,, tera art r 57 
28888 S - 


by diverging into irrelevant matter. . . 
Type Speaker ſaid, that if the obſervations of the Hon. Mem- 
ber had to make on the proclamation were connected with the 


making them. 
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or elſe, if they ſhould take up arms, of being thrown on ſhore 


on Africa (a fate that might be nearly the ſame as death), 


which was the only other alternative. He was proceeding to 


| obſerve further on the effects of his conduct, when 


Mr. Cawthorne ſaid, that the Hon. Member was diſorderly : 


conduct of the deceaſed General Dundas, he was orderly in 


— 


Colonel Maitland ſpoke to order. He expreſſed his ſurpriſe 


at the digreſſion, as he was convinced the Hon. Gentleman 
would be the laſt in the Houſe to calumniate, by a ſide wind, 


* 


the conduct of the officers in queſtion. 


Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that it certainly might be ſtated to 


have ſome connexion, though he did not wiſh to put the Houſe | 
in mind of that connexion, for obvious reaſons. He had taken 


the preſent opportunity of mentioning the ſubject, becauſe he 
wiſhed not to make a ſpecific motion upon it, but merely to 


notice it in the courſe of debate, with a view of preventing 


any like proclamation in future. RE IO 

Mr. Wilberforce having been interrupted again, ſaid, that 
he did wiſh to preſs the matter further on the Houſe at pre- 
ſent, and that he by no means meant to derogate from the 


praiſe given to the commander whoſe conduct was under con- 


ſideration. | | „ IITR 
_ Mr. M. Robinſon called him again to order. The tenor of 
the proclamation, he obſerved, had nothing to do with the mo- 
nument of General Dundas. 5 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that whenever that proclamation was di- 
rectly and fairly brought before the Houſe, he ſhould find no 
difficulty, he truſted, in juſtifying it from the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of the war in which we were engaged. 5 
The motion then paſſed nemine contradicente. * 
Sir Charles Dundas begged leave to return his warmeſt 
thanks for the honour they had done to the memory of his de- 


' ceaſed brother. He had left behind him a numerous family; 


he hoped that they would emulate the virtues of their father. 
By the motion which they had now paſſed, the Houſe had re- 
ſtored to his family the comfort which had been wreſted from 
them by the wanton attack of an individual, (alluding to the 
conduct of the French commandant at Guadaloupe.) 
PROCEEDS OF THE DUTCHY OF CORNWALL. 

T he Chancellor of the Excheqi:er brought up an account of | 
the proceeds of the Dutchy of Cornwall during the minority 
of the Prince of Wales, an abſtract of the debts of his Royal 
Highneſs, and an account of the application of 25,009. oh 
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the finiſhing of Carlton-houſe.—Ordered to be laid upon the 
tab 88 by ef e NP? 
General Smith ſaid, that the papers for which he intended to 
move having been laid upon the table, his motion would of 
courſe be unneceſſary. He ſhould therefore now content him- 

ſelf with moving that theſe papers be print. 
Mr. Rolle ſaid, that in conſequence of what had dropt from 
the Hon. Baronet (Sir Charles Dundas), he ſhould have ſome- 
thing to move with reſpect to a proviſion to be granted to his 
family. oh” SL. 8 | | 
Sir Charles Dundas ſaid, that nothing which had dropt from 
him had been intended to lead to any ſuch ſuggeſtion. 
RvR PRINCE OF WALES'S DEBTS. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after ſome. preliminary ob- 
ſervations, ſaid, that before the queſtion could be ſubmitted to 
the Committee, what proportion of the income voted to the 
Prince of Wales ſhould be ſet apart for the payment of his 
debts ? it was neceſſary that the Houſe ſhould aſcertain whe- 
ther they would incur the contingent riſk of defraying ſuch 

ortion of thoſe debts as might remain unpaid on the event of 
the demiſe of his Royal Highneſs—but from the beſt au- 
thorities with whom he had converſed,. he found great difficul- 
ties in the way. Inſtructions had been given to the Com- 
mittee to form a clauſe for the appropriation, with a blank for 
the ſum; but in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, the Houſe 
were not cognizant to determine how that blank was to be 
 Hilled up; the only way, therefore, of giving the Committee 
inſtruction was in way of proviſo. If then the Houſe ſhould 
agree to take the chance of burdening the Public with the re- 
ſidue contingent on the life of the Prince, the Committee 
muſt be inſtructed but as it was a new burden, no inſtruc- 
tion could, conſiſtently with the rules of the Houſe, be given 
without the previous ſanction of a Committee. It was in- 
tended, he ſaid, to propoſe that the ſum to be appropriated for 
diſcharging of the debts ſhould be the 65, oool. additional in- 
come res which, with the proceeds of the Dutchy of Corn- 
wall, or 13,000), in lieu of it, would pay off the whole in 
about nine years. In caſe of the demiſe of the Crown, the 
65,0001, ſhould be charged on the hereditary revenues of the 
Crown; but if both the King and the Prince ſhould die be- 
Fore the liquidation of the whole (a circumſtance fortunately 
not very likely to happen), it would not be thrown upon the 
civil liſt, burdened as it would be with the amount of the join- 
ture to the Queen, and another to the Princeſs of Wales, for 
jn that event the civil liſt would be ſubject to greater burdens 


That 


* 
1 4 K 8 " - 5 AS 
Earn 5 1 2 e 2 2 nn ERR a 
7 5 2 a * T7 r . on © . * — 5 N * $ n 2 ars 4 - . 
Poo! Ta OS nl luc - N wn” ALAS Ne BEES x II SIE . 1 5 "IF © adn => 8 _ =—Y=2 — 1 1 — 
Ct 7 5 r 2 + _— ,- 6 S r \ ag Cine * &- rare EF . * > "7 EIN — 
* * 2 2 8 ” . 2 N DN 8 LE 8 3 De X's 's 4 + * — >: 6 Day * OT _ =29 
4 : - SN oa tran ot 8 2 i — Key * 5 = 
= - y ray: * fo ee . — — = 124 VE"<> 2 
n ” -4 SO ” 
j 2 3 ee > 3 rr ae ⁵*—³ — == - 7 — 
e ” — tl 8 r * r . ” nay = 8 
A 1 r I EEE ee Se ns Cn. — *%s 3 = == 
0 « wes. 8 wag © 7 * x FT Cari 2 N N 4 — e — 42 2 
. q l g 2 : F r BCT TY EIT. 8 2 
f . n ROLES 7 A r 2 —— ©, 
Pa as - . 2 : 


enn ES n od 3 * — 4 
1 5 * . 8 p = - 3 CR ane A — 209 P 251 5 <5 . 
e 1. *" s 0+ \ . — 8 4 2 my — * wi 

r E P neee — 7 FEE 
r 2 | 1 r a EO MC 6 Nen 8 

* 4 2 IS OS. 418 „ . % T% 233 n ms 7 — — 

b : Wes 6 oY " 2 

e > Bond 2 en q w - > 


2 
K 


- 


3 
8 . * 
3 egy 0 4 
8 A 
. 5 
—_— -j +. 3--— api 


TIF 


-. VE 1 ” 
r 


2 -__ wv =” x74 N 
eee, eos | * 27 


ha os 


2 2 4 Rd . — — 
a; . — n n 
FFP A ⁵«m) Ss Leeds 
— { & 8 El . 
— . 10G 4 £ _—_—_ X 
DIR te or. n ee 


3 — 1 F 

c SR: 
Fi Aa Bs R 7 | 96 ie 
* 2 8 


rr 2 
eee eee 
7 
6 4. bes bo 5 
* 2 1 


than it is at preſent: He would therefore move, 
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% That it be an inſtruction to the Committee of the whole Houſe, to 
whom the Bill. for enabling his Majeſty to ſettle an annuity on his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales, during the life of his Majeſty, and the 
life of his ſaid Royal Highneſs; for making provifion for the payment of 
any debts, that may be due from his Royal Highneſs, out of his revenues; 
for preventing the contracting of the like debts in future; and for regu. 
lating the mode of expenditure of the ſaid revenues, is committed, That they 
have power to make proviſion in the ſaid Bill for the appropriation of an an. 
nual ſum out of the hereditary revenues of the Crown, during the life of 
his Royal Highneſs, for the liquidation of ſuch of the debts, now owing by 
his Royal Highneſs, as may remain unpaid on the demiſe of the Crown.” 
And alſo, „That this Houſe will, on Monday next, reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to confider of providing for the appropria- 
tion of an annual ſum out of the conſolidated fund, for the liquidation of 
ſuch of the debts, now owing by his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, 
as may remain unpaid, in the event of the deceaſe of his Royal Highneſs,” 
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Mr. Powys obſerved, that the object of this motion was to 
prevent any eventual charge on this nation, and to lay the bur- 
den on the hereditary revenues of the Crown, on the Prince of 
Wales's coming to the Throne before the whole of his debts 

ſhould be paid. The civil liſt provided for certain offices, 
and it muſt be commenſurate and adequate to every one of 
the purpoſes to which it was applicable; if it was not, would 
not the country be bound in ſome way or other to make up the 
deficiency ? He underſtood that at the commencement of eve 
reign, the hereditary revenue was commuted for a certain civil 
liſt. As he viewed the ſubject, therefore, the mode of pro- 
ceeding then propoſed by the Hon. Gentleman, would be at- 
tended with no relief to the Public, ſince, if the civil liſt ſhould 
be found inadequate, the deficiency muſt be made good by 
Parliament. 3 Tl E 5 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated the hereditary re- 
venue to be that to which the Prince of Wales would ſucceed 
upon the demiſe of his Majeſty. It had been thought proper 
for ſevera] reigns to commute that hereditary revenue for a 
certain civil liſh, but the mode of proceeding which he pro- 
poſed, was the only one calculated to give ſecurity to his cre- 
ditors, or in the event of his acceſſion, to render his Royal 
Highneſs reſponſible for the payment of his remaining debts, 
as he would then have a leſs hereditary revenue to offer in ex- 
change for a civil Iſt, DT Tb {1p 
General Smith wiſhed to know whether the account laid 
| upon the table, included the whole proceeds of the Dutchy of 
1 Cornwall, during the minority of the Prince. He was de- 
i firous that it ſhould be known that his Royal Highneſs gr a 


claim to ſo large a ſum, which was till undecided. - He re- 


marked that the eſtate under the guardianſhip of the Court 
of Chancery would have, during the minority, produced 
| 350,000]. and under the care of a gentleman, by being em- 


2 ployed at compound intereſt, 380, oool., and that at preſent it 
would amount altogether to a ſum of 600,000], He ſhould 
_ avail himſelf of a future opportunity to take the ſenſe of the 


Houſe onthe ſubject. Without adverting to what had taken 


place in that Houle, he ſhould only remark that out of doors 
a great deal of odium had been very ill applied to his Royal 
Highneſs, who might eventnally be entitled to claim either 


from the Crown or the Public a ſum almoſt equal to the de- 


mands of his creditors. 


Mr. Anſtrutber ſaid, that the account laid upon the table 


included the nett produce of the income, except the expence 
of the eſtabliſhment, which was neceſſary to be kept up dur- 


ing the minority, as well as at any other period, and a ſum of 
25,0001. which had been granted by order of his Majeſty for 


public purpoſes in the county of Devon. 


Sir William Milner compared the cafe of the Prince of 


Wales, with reſpect to the Dutchy of Cornwall, to that of a 


ſon, who had an eſtate left him during his minority. What 
himſelf bound 


father would not, in ſuch a ſituation, conceive 
by every tie of honour and affection to take care of the eſtate, 
nd Gy it to the utmoſt adyantage for the benefit of his 
fon e | | 
Mr. Sheridan remarked that the Hon. General (Smith) had 
accurately calculated the intereſt upon the accumulated re- 
venue of the Dutchy of Cornwall. He conceived that the 
Prince had hitherto been well adviſed in making no claim 
upon his Royal Father. But, if it was true, as he was well 
| perſuaded, that he was entitled to the produce of the revenue 
from his birth, he had at prefent no option. The accu- 
mulated ſum belonged neither to the Prince, nor to the King, 
_ to the Public, but to the creditors of his Royal High- 
neſs, | : | | 


The queſtion upon the firſt inſtruction, with reſpect to the 


remainder of the debts being chargeable upon the hereditary 
revenue of the Crown, in the event of the demiſe of his pre- 

lent Majeſty, was put, and carried. 3 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that in propoſing the 


ſecond inſtruction, the queſtion was, whether, by refuſing their 


countenance to this proviſion, they would render all their other 


liberality ineffectual. All other proviſions, except that which 
he was about to propoſe, would be inefficient both as to the 


ſecurity of the creditors, and the comfort and eaſe of his Royal 
Highneſs and his illuſtrious conſort. It was certainly attend- 
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ed with ſome depree of riſk to the Public, but it was one of 
the unfortunate conſiderations, which could not be ſeparated 
from the preſent diſcuſſion, and except ſome other mode could 
be found conſiſtent with juſtice, propriety, and policy, they 


were driven to that option. He concluded with moving, 


* That the entry in the Journal of the Houſe, of the x1th day of July 
x721, of his Majeſty's moſt gracious Meſſage to this Houſe might be read. 
And the ſame being read accordingly, 85 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, 


That this Heuſe will, on Monday morning next, reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of providing for the appro- 


priation of an annual ſum out of the conſolidated fund, for the liquidation 
of ſuch of the debts, now owing by his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, 


as may remain unpaid, in the event of the deceafe of his Royal Highneſs,” 


Sir William Young ſaid, he wiſhed that other means had been 


reſorted to for diſcharging the debts of the Prince of Wales. 


Becauſe he was attached to the Royal Family he did not wiſh 
that the debts ſhould be taken notice of at all. The ſubject 
was extremely obnoxious out of doors, and he was at a loſs 
to conceive how the debts came to be mentioned at all in that 
Houſe. 'The mode of procedure adopted by the Hon. Gen- 
tleman tended to degrade the Prince of Wales; it put him, as 
it were, in leading-ſtrings, and held him out as unworthy of 
confidence. » N | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that he conceived no ſuch conſtruction could 
apply to any meaſures taken to regulate the expenditure of his 
Royal Highneſs as would warrant its being ſaid that he was 
either degraded or diſgraced. When the Houſe voted for Mr. 
Burke's Bill, they had acted in the ſame ſpirit. He then con- 
ccived that the elevated ſituation of his Majeſty gave a right to 
that -Houſe to lay him under the reſtrictions which they at 


that time impoſed; and that in ſo doing the Houſe neither 
. manifeſted want of reſpect nor want of confidence; becauſe, 


proud as his ſituation is, the King owns no greater ſtation than 
that of ſervant of the people. Before, in the preſent inſtance, 
he conſented to burden the people, he wiſhed to know, whe- 


ther what he ſhould grant would be effectual for the purpoſe 
for which it was demanded. As far as he underſtood, there 
was no compulſion upon the creditors to accept of the terms 


meant at preſent to be offered. He did not wiſh to impoſe an 


additional burden upon the Public without ſome reaſonable 
Certainty that it would really be effectual.— The whole of the 
_ buſineſs had been conducted unfortunately, There ought 
firſt to have taken place ſome arrangement between the Prince 


and 


* 


— 
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and his creditors, that it might be known what terms would 
be accepted, if a certain ſecurity was given. Every ſtep they 
proceeded they had to encounter new difficulties. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman had intimated his intention to fill up the 


plank in the Committee with the whole additional ſum of 


| 65,0001. and the revenue of the Dutchy of Cornwall. He cer- 
tainly did not think the ſum of 3 a year too large for 
the purpoſe of liquidating the debt. But how was the Right 
Hon. Gentleman to get at the revenue of the Dutchy of Corn- 


wall? as he underſtood that the preſent income of his Royal 


Highneſs was conveyed in truſt for the benefit of his creditors. 
It was very unfortunate that the Houſe ſhould be called to 
impoſe a contingent burden upon the Public, without either 
the certainty of relieving the Prince of Wales, or of ſatisfy- 
ing his juſt creditors. He was now called upon to perform 
the laſt diſagreeable taſk which had fallen to his ſhare in the 
preſent diſcuſſion. He had not flattered the people, becauſe he 


had voted for the larger ſum; he had not flattered the Prince, 


becauſe he had pretty plainly explained his ſenſe of the man- 
ner in which that ſum ought to be appropriated ; nor would 
he, in what he had to ſay, flatter that other party, whoſe im- 
mediate favour might be deemed ſtill more important. He 
ſincerely lamented that as a ground of proceeding Parliament 
had received no intimation from his Majeſty, that in any poſ- 
| ſible contingency he ſhould take upon himſelf the charge of 
the debts. —They might then have had the conſolation to ſay 
that it was a tranſaction which had been equally unfortunate 
for all parties; that the Public had ſuffered from the impoſi- 
tion of an additional burden ; that the Prince had ſuffered 
from a diminution of ſplendour, and that his Majeſty had ſuf- 
fered in common with his family and his people. If the Bill 
went forward, he certainly ſhould vote for the appropriation of 
the 78,0001. which the Right Hon. Gentleman had "ſtated 
would extinguiſh the debt in about nine years. ' The riſk of 
the Public in that cafe was certainly not great; but why, he 
alked, ſhould the Public be ſubjected in this inſtance to any 
_ contingent riſk? He adverted to the caſe of Frederick Prince 
of Wales, whoſe income had been increaſed from fifty thou- 
ſand to one hundred thouſand pounds, and had ſtill been charg- 
ed upon the civil liſt. He propoſed to move that in caſe of 
the demiſe of the Prince of Wales, the portion of his debts, 
which ſhould then remain unpaid, ſhould be defrayed out of 
the civil liſt. It might be ſaid, would not ſo large a defal- 
cation oblige Parliament to grant an additional ſupply to the 
civil liſt? To this he would only anſwer, that it would then 
remain for Parliament to conſider what were the peculiar cir- 
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cumſtances of the time, and whether the ſtate of the civil liſt 

was ſuch as called upon them for an additional ſum. When 
the civil liſt was increaſed by accidents—he did not mean to 
an inconfiderable amount; he particularly alluded to the death 
of the Princeſs Amelia—he never had heard of any meſſage 
ſtating to the Houſe that it had been freed from ſuch incum. 


brance. If the civil lift likewife was lightened of fome of the 


burdens with which it was at preſent charged, it might then 


be adequate to undertake the diſcharge of the debts; if 'not, 


it would be for Parliament to conſider, according to the 
circumſtances of the time, what ſupply jt would be proper to 


grant. | ES | Gd eras 

Some Gentlemen had lamented that the Prince's debts 
ſhould be mentioned at all in a Parliamentary way, after the 
promiſe contained in the meſſage of 1787. As to that promiſe, it 


ES might have been made precipitately, and without confideration ; 


but the Houſe in the addreſs recited that promife—the Prince 
knew that, and by accepting the terms, deliberately bound 
himſelf. He for his part felt that ſo much, that at firſt he 


thought to give his voice for the income, but to leave the 
debts out of the queſtion as a family concern. He adverted to 


the argument that had been urged, that Parliament were bound 
to provide for the debts as having approved of the marriage 


of his Royal Highneſs; how much more then his Majeſty, 


who was an immediate party in the contract? Was he to 


be ſuppoſed the only one of the inhabitants of this country who 


was ignorant of the embarraſſments under which his ſon la- 


boured? Gentlemen ſhould recolle& that the marriage was 
concluded without the knowledge of the Houſe, and would, 
but for the caſual interruption of a bad ſeaſon, have been con- 


ſummated before Parliament met. Nothing but abſolute po- 


litical neceſſity could induce him to lay any additional burden 
upon the Public. In the preſent difcuſhon he conſidered the | 
Public as having one and the fame intereſt, and he thought 
that the memory of the tranſaction ought to be extinguiſhed 
as ſoon as poſſible. He was perfectly convinced that if his 
Royal Highneſs was aſſiſted by the credit of his Royal father, 


that with the annual appropriation of 78, oool. the creditors 
would be perfectly diſpoſed to be ſatisfied with their ſecu- 


Mr. Powys declared, he was put under conſiderable embar- 


raſſment by this queſtion.— The late communication of his 
Royal High 

had before reſolved to refuſe entertaining the debts. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had a harder talk to perform than 
ever fell to the lot of any miniſter or Parliament, fo that he 


neſs had induced him to give his vote, though he 


Jong 
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long doubted whether he ſhould not, in regard to his own 
honour, decline; but he had acted as a more faithful ſervant 
of the Crown and the Public, ro go through with it: For his 
part, he had gone as far as conſiſtently with his duty he could Fry 
go; it was {till his opinion that no burden, either directly or #4 
indirectly, ought to be laid upon the people, and that ſome 1 Wi 
other reſource might be found, either in the Dutchy of Corn- | 


wall, or the civil liſt. | 4 | 
We Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe to ſtate ſome facts in 0 
explanation as to the ſtate of the eivil liſt, In caſe of the © 
demiſe of the Prince of Wales, it would be relieved from _ 
60,0001. but liable to a jointure of 50,0001. for her Royal 1 
Highneſs. If the Prince ſhould leave iſſue, there would remain - = 
only 10,000L. and 13,0001. Some proviſion muſt in that caſe 


be made for the infant Heir Apparent to the Crown. If he 

ſhould leave no iffue, the Duke of York would then ſucceed 
to the Dutchy of Cornwall, and be left with an income of 

40,0001. after the Houſe had expreſſed their ſenſe that a ſum 

of 125,0001. was neceſſary for an eſtabliſhment to a Prince of 

Wales; ſo that, either directly or indirectly, ſome burden muſt 

ultimately fall upon the Public. ; | 

Mr. Fekyll ſaid, they had arrived at the moſt important 

criſis of the buſineſs, viz. whether a contingent or remote 
burden ſhould be impoſed on the people? After the heavy 

and oppreſſive load of taxes already ſuſtained by them, he 

would not conſent even to a contingent burden upon the 

people, nay not even to add the weight of a ſingle hair to their 

burdens, unleſs it could be made out that they had no other 

reſource to look to. A temporary alienation of the Dutchy 

of Cornwall, it had been ſtated by an Hon. Baronet (Sir John 

Call), might produce a conſiderable ſum, and contribute to the x 
improvement of a part of the country highly ſuſceptible of im- 

provement, and at preſent fertile in little elſe but Members of 

Parliament. Voting 125,000l. for the eſtabliſhment” of the 

Prince of Wales, was not liberality but juſtice, as every man 

who conſidered the relative value of money mult be convinced 

that a leſs ſum could not be ſufficient for the eſtabliſhment the ; wy 
Prince was expected to maintain. Aſter praiſing their own . 
liberality, they were proceeding to appropriate the greater _ = 
part of the ſum to the liquidation of his Royal Highneſs's' ; "4 
debts, which they profeſſed to make no- proviſion for at the 
expence of the Public. The legal opinion that the Duke of 
York, in caſe of the demiſe of the Prince of Wales, would 
:ucceed of right to the Dutchy of Cornwall, was not a formal 
opinion, but one incidentally thrown out upon the interpret. 
ation of the word Primogenitus, in deciding upon a very dif- 
| EE "4 R-4 NE es erent 
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| ferent queſtion, Lord Coke had been of an opinion on this 
point, and that opinion had been collaterally oppoſed by a very 
-eminent authority, Lord Chancellor Hardwicke ; but what 
Lord Hardwicke had ſaid was only arguendos. He had ſaid, 
that primogenitus. was not the Latin for firſt-born; and that 
other ſons might inherit the patrimony of the firſt-born ; but 


this, as he had ſaid before, was only an opinion delivered ay. 


guendo. No reaſon had yet been given why a reſource might not 
* found in the ſale of the Crown lands. With reſpect to the 
revenues of the Dutchy of Cornwall, from the birth of the 
Prince to his attaining the age of twenty-one, he conceived that 
the commiſſioners to be appointed by the Bill muſt have | 
powers to inquire into debts due to the Prince, as well as into 
debts due by him, and that it would be their duty to inquire 
anto this matter, and ſue for the recovery of the money if ne- 
ceſſary. He wiſhed to ſee Royal reſources applied to the re- 
lief of Royal embarraſſments oo . 
Mr. Alderman Newnham thought, that as it was intended to 
_ eſtabliſh a commiſſion armed with Parliamentary powers, and 
that every creditor would be obliged to prove his claim upon 
_ oath, there would be many perſons who would not. ſubmit their 
claims to inveſtigation at all; and thoſe of a great many more 
would be found replete with extortion. This would reduce 
the ſum to be paid; and it was for the honour of the nation as 
well as the Prince, that he ſhould be left unincumbered. The 
Alderman ſaid, Gentlemen had talked much of deference to 
the ſentiments of the people upon this occaſion. He believed 
they were rather leading than following the ſentiments of the 
people, by a conduct which would not long be popular. The 
Prince of Wales, from amiable manners, if placed in any other 
tation, would have been conſidered as the firſt Gentleman in 
he country; and, when it was ſeen that he was ſacrificing 
nis ſtate, to prevent accumulattng burdens upon the Public, 
the people would ſoon call upon Parliament to relieve him 
from his embarraſſments. e = 
Sir William Milner ſaid, he had been told, that the Prince 
intended making ſuch an arrangement as was now propoſed, 
before any application was made to Parliament. —He was 
| perſuaded that the King did not come forward to the relief of 
the Prince becauſe he had not the means; but the revenue of 
the Dutchy of Cornwall ought to be inquired into, that juſtice 
might be done to all parties. %%% Ss 
The Attorney General (Sir John Scott) expreſſed himſelf 
truly ſenſible how neceſſary it was for that Houſe to conſider 
the eſſential intereſts of the Prince of Wales; but it would not 
be to ſtudy his fundamental and permanent intereſts, if the) 
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did not at the ſame time alſo conſult thoſe of the Public. 
Gentlemen ſeemed to forget that the law of the land would 
attach upon the income voted to the Prince, for the benefit of 
his creditors, unleſs the Houſe interpoſed. All that they were 
now called upon to do, was to provide for a judicious applica- 
tion of that money to the liquidation of the Prince's debts, 
which otherwiſe he might be compelled to apply in a more 
unpleaſant and leſs effectual manner. He was, he owned, a 


little aſtoniſhed to hear an Hon. and Learned Gentleman (Mr. 


Jekyll) talk of the temporary alienation of the Dutchy of 
Cornwall, without ſpecifying the limitation of the time. This 
was loofe and incorrect; if he meant the Prince's life eſtate, 
he certainly might legally diſpoſe of it; but if the Hon. Gen- 
tleman would conſult the original charter, he would find that 
he could not legally diſpoſe of the fee- ſimple; it was ſimply 
the property of the Prince of Wales for the time being; a pro- 
perty held in ſucceſſion, and no principle of juſtice could war- 


rant the total alienation of it: But ſuppoſe it could be alienated 
for the payment of theſe debts, they then would be paid by the 


Public, and out of a public fund; for as theſe revenues are in 
aid of the income of the Princes of Wales, that income mult be 
_ increaſed, if they were alienated. The ſame principle applied 
to the ſale of the Crown lands; the hereditary revenues of the 
Crown were neceſſary for the ſupport of regal dignity ; and if 
the foreſts were capable of improvement, ſo as to yield a large 
revenue that may be made applicable to the ſupport of the 
monarchy, it would make it unneceſſary for the people to con- 
tribute an increaſe. Without meaning to aſſert any thi 
politively upon a ſubject he had not ſufficiently confidered, he 
doubred whether the revenue of the Dutchy of Cornwall was 


to be accounted for during the minority of the Prince of Wales. 


In every inſtance, fince the firſt grant of the Dutchy, the King 


had maintained the Prince of Wales out of the revenues, 


till he thought proper to give him the livery of the Datchy, 
which he might do at any age. 'The revenues of Cornwall 
might be conſidered as for Knights ſervices, and regulated by 
the Act of Charles II. If e ende would ſearch hiſtory, 
they would find, that ſince the reign of Edward the IIId no 
King has been held to ſtand accountable for theſe revenues 
during the minority of the Heir Apparent, and that various 
Kings have allowed the Princes whatever portion of the reve- 
nues they pleaſed, or the whole, as ſoon as they choſe to con- 
ſider them of a proper age to receive them, from two years old 
to ſeventeen. In law a guardian in ſoccage, as a father to a ſon 
in private life, is held accountable;z but a guardian in chivalry 
ts by no męans accountable, nor ever has been held ſo. ” 
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the revenue, during the period of the Prince's: minority, 
Was the property of the Prince, it was the property of his cre.. 
ditors If the money had been applied to the general purpoſes of 
the civil iiſt,it had been applied to the public ſervice, and the Pub- 


lic, not the King, muſt refund. He ſaw no benefit that would 
ariſe from charging the contingent burden upon the civil liſt 


in the firſt inſtance ; but if neceſſary the law would decide: — 


The King is amenable to the law, and though he may not be 


ſued by as preſſing means as his ſubjects, yet may debts due 
by him be as effectually recovered as from any individual; and 


the trial of a ſingle caſe would determine the whole. Let 
the Prince of Wales therefore, if he pleaſe, try; but his Royal 


| Highneſs would certainly then bear in mind what he has al- 


ready received from his Royal Father from his infancy. | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that as he found it impoſſible for him to 


vote a ſhilling, nav the weight of an hair of the Public money, 


for the payment of the Prince's. debts, he muſt take his ſtand 
againſt that propolal; at the ſame time, he could not agree 
with the plans ſuggeſted by his Hon. Friend, for the ſale of 


the Dutchy of Cornwall or the Foreſt lands. Thoſe plans he 


much diſapproved; and, indeed, it was evident, the Hon, 


Gentleman had only propoſed them from- the embarraſſing | 


fituation into which the Houſe and the nation were thrown. 
The diſcuſſion of theſe debts was painful; but he would meet 
the queſtion manfully. becauſe the character oſ the Heir Apparent 
was intimately connected with the public fame; becauſe his 
honour, his comfort,.and his dignity, made part of the nation's 
wealth, and that he was interwoven in the conſtitution of 


the country. He had no objection-to the ſale of the Dutchy 
of Cornwall, but he could not agree to have all the money 


ariſing from ſuch ſale applied to pay the Prince's debts. The 
Duke of York had a contingent property, and all ſubſequent 


Princes would be injured ; but if the Dutchy was fold, and an 


equivalent to the Prince's life eſtate only applied, he felt him- 
{elf fo far from objeCting, that he thought the ſale would be 
attended with many advantages. The greateſt part of the 


value of the revenues were ſwallowed up in the collection; 


it anſwered the purpoſes of jobbing and Court influence. The 
Dutchy, though nominally of Cornwall, was ridiculouſly ſplit 
and diſperſed; we have Cornwall in Coventry, in Lambeth, 
and in Weſtminſter; and, as a property, it could not poſſibly 


be leſs beneſicial or productive in any other fhape or figure. 


The plan which he ſhould propoſe would be of a different 
nature; he aſſured the Houſe however, that no conſi- 
deration of paying his court to any body had influenced him 


to deviſe it; but to that he would more particularly come by | 
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and by. He would not with to preſs upon the civil liſt : He 


had always been an enemy to its being for life; and had al- 
ways held, that the real and true controul of the purſe would 
be, to vote the civil lift annually ; then would the Houſe con- 
ſtantly conſider the exigencies, and give what ſhould be found 


neceffary. But though he thought his Majeſty ſhouid bear a 


ſhare of the burden, he thould propoſe it in another way. The 
Hon. and Learned Gentleman had not confidered the King 
accountable to his fon for the revenues in his minority. That 
title may be made out by a reference to the ſtatute of Edward 
HI. which veſted the Dutchy in the Princes of Wales. If a 
commiſſion be iſſued to aſcertain the Prince's debts, it ſhould 
be alſo competent to conſider his credits; and certainly, for his 
part, he could not confider it as any violation of the reſpect 
and eſteem which the Prince of Wales ought toentertain for his 
Royal Father, if he gave up the debts which were due to 

him for the ſatisfaction of his creditors. Gentlemen may not 


think this matter of great avail, but he felt a different ſenti- 


ment; it involved the deep conſideration, whether that Houſe, 
in a war, unexampled for calamity and defeat; when the people 
were prefled almoſt to the ground by the heavy accumulation 
of taxes, ſhould be further burdened by the prodigality of a 
Prince. It involved the queſtion, whether that Houſe, in a 


ſpirit of equal profufion, ſhould open the public purſe to gra- 


tify the cravings of wild waſte and thoughtleſs extravagance. 
If his Majeſty was bound to pay the debt, the nation need not 


pay it. In the large increaſe of income which had been lately 


voted for the Prince, though many Gentlemen had conſidered 
it with a view to the payment of the debts, he found that a 
Right Hon. Gentleman had made it the ground of a pre- 
cedent for eſtabliſhment merely. The Right Hon. Gentleman 
could not approve of the contingency (to ariſe if the Prince 
died before the King) falling on the civil lift. That event 
would not relieve the civil liſt from more than 10,000]. per 


annum (the difference between the Prince's late eſtabliſhment _ 
and the Princeſs's jointure) z and the Duke of York being then 


Prince of Wales, who would have on that emergency not 
Quite 40,000l. per annum, muſt have it made up 125,000. 
He could not for his part fee how on ſuch an event an increaſe 
of 85,0001. per annum would be neceflary, conſidering that 
the Duke was already married. But ſuppoſing that to be the 
proper eſtabliſhment for a Prince of Wales, how could the 
Right Hon. Gentleman defend his character for confiftency ? 
When his Royal Highneſs firſt got an eſtabliſhment, that 
Right Hon, Gentleman thought 50,000). a year adequate to 
tis dignity, Afterwards, when from the ſmallneſs of that in- 
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by 5000l. a year, on account of his marriage ?—Was it rea- 
ſonable, and did the expence incurred by the Princeſs amount 


to more than that of the Prince? He found that the Princeſs 
was to receive 530, oool. a year on the. Prince's death; which 
was, in his mind, fully adequate to hold her court alone. But 
could the Hon. Gentleman imagine that the neceſſary addi- 
tional retinue and expenditure, whilſt married, ſhould be greater 


for the Princeſs than when her huſband's eſtabliſhment gave 


Her advantages in common? No, ſaid Mr. Sheridan, there 
zs no ſult ſcale there is nothing proportionate, regular, or con- 
ſiſtent.— The additional income is 65, oool. which exceeds 


her jointure by 15, oool. There is nothing fair or candid— 


the miſerable manceuvre is obvious; the real cauſe of the in- 


creaſe of 25,0001. per annum, over what would otherwiſe be 


thought adequate, ariſes from his Majeſty's meſſage, which 
_ mentions that his ſon is involved in debt; and this being given 


to extricate him, the whole is now to be quoted as a precedent 
for eſtabliſhment merely—ſuppoſing it to be a juſt income, 
and barely ſuſhcient for the ſplendour of an Heir Apparent. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman has ſaid, that he could not in 
juſtice, policy, and propriety, ſuggeſt any other mode for the 


payment of theſe debts, than by an appropriation of his 


Royal Highneſs's income ; but he would ſhew the Houfe, that 
he had a plan, which being in his mind adviſeable, he would 
not forſake, until he had the fenſe of the Houſe, that it 


was leſs beneficial or juſt. An Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Powys) 


had ſaid, that he ſhould not have been much ſurpriſed, if the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had refuſed to bring forward this 


buſineſs at all—that was very tenderly ſaying that he ſhould 


give up his office. Theſe compliances were expected; and 
he ſhould indeed be ſurpriſed, if that Right Hon. Gentleman 


| had refuſed to bring forward any meaſure propoſed : If he 


had not, he muſt quit his place, and in fo doing, he could not 
even ſupport his own conſiſtency. Did not that Right Hon. 
Gentleman adviſe the marriage? Was not the whole train of 


eſtabliſhment in the Government Gazette? And does the 


Hon. Gentleman ſuppoſe, that he would have been juſtifiable 
in refuſing to bring forward the meaſure, after being one 


of the leaders in the marriage? No, the error was, that he 


had adviſed the Prince to contract the marriage at all, or incur 
new expences, without knowing whether the Parliament would 
Pay his debts, on which depended every comfort he could 


pe for in marriage, The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
by 1 Y 1 would 


 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {[Commons, © 


come he had incurred a debt, he ſtill conſidered 60,000l. as 
fully ſufficient. Did that Hon. Gentleman conſider that his 
Highneſs's eſtabliſhment ſhould be raiſed more than double, 
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would have acted the part of an honeſt miniſter, if he had ſaid 
candidly to the King, © Unleſs your Majeſty will give ſome 
example that you are willing to bear ſome part in the payment 
of theſe debts, I cannot, nay I dare not in juſtice to my own 
character and the nation, propoſe the liquidation of them to 
the Houſe of Commons.” There had, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, been 
little delicacy obſerved towards the Prince, of meaning or ex- 
preſſion, in treating this buſineſs ; and upon a right view of the 


oy matter, there ſhould be as little delicacy uſed in telling truth 


to the Throne as to the Prince. That his Majeſty ought to 
contribute was the opinion of that Houſe ; and if they felt it 
ſo in heart and mind, why not boldly ſpeak it out ? it was much 
better than to have a lurking ſentiment of diſapprobation in 
their boſoms. Why ſhrink from a conſtitutional duty, and 
not tell his Majeſty how he cape; 10 act on this occaſion ? 
From the ſuggeſtion of his Hon. Friend (Mr. Grey) the Prince 
had ſent a meſſage to that Houſe, which was univerſally allow- 
ed to do him great crede; te thought, wil: the adage, 
e vcrter late than never.” Why may not his Majeſty adopt 
a conduct of a fimilar nature, and make a communication 
to the Houſe of ſome gracious intention towards the Prince ? 
He would thereby conciliate the affections of the people, and 
do himſelf infinite honour. If there was any thing baſe and 
incorrigible in the Prince; if he had done ſuch acts of repeat- 
ed diſhonour, that the Houſe of Commons and the nation with- 
drew all confidence from him; if they had neither future de- 
pendence nor hope; if he had ſo acted as to turn his father's 
heart from him in hatred then, and then alone, would the 
King be juſtifiable—[ Mr. Sheridan was here called loudly to 
au do I ſay would his Majeſty's miniſters alone 
have been juſtifiable in adviſing his Majeſty not to interfere in 
nis behalf. If (ſaid Mr. Sheridan, in an impaſſioned tone) a 
much-execrated and moſt deteſtable band of Jacobins had 
wilhed to throw an odium on the Prince, and ſhake the found- 
ation of the throne itſelf, they could not have done any thing 
more miſchievous than not adviſing his Majeſty to take part in 
this meaſure. ** Yes (faid Mr. Sheridan, pointing to mini- 
iters), I give you'credit for it all; your interruption by a cry of 
order made me lodge the odium upon the proper ſhoulders.” 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he would allow that his Royal Highneſs 
had been prodigal and extravagant ; but were his errors (he . 
would not call . vices) ſo new and extraordinary, that they 


could find no excuſe or lenity in the Royal breaſt, which was 
Juſtly eſteemed to be fraught with every virtue? A King. 
juſtly dear to his fubjects for domeſtic virtues [A af of Odor 
Order From the bo reaſury Bench. ] I hear (ſaid V's. 
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to himſelf ſome ſhare of praiſe, by ſaying, t 
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the Hon. Gentlemen cheering me, as though I ſhould transfer 


my praiſes to his Majeſty's miniſters, as well as my cenſure, 


No, no; I can, with the late Lord Chatham, ſeparate the perſo- 
N ? 9 | J _—_ ; o vv. 2x f . N P 

nal character of the man from the vices of his Government, 
which ariſe from wicked and corrupt miniſters, Let us ex. 


amine, then (ſaid Mr. Sheridan), what has been the conduct 
of his Majeſty's miniſters on his Majeſty's eſtabliſhment and 
revenues ſince he came to the Crown; on coming to the throne 
the nation gave his Majeſty, on a bargain for the ſurrender 
of huis hereditary dominions, 800,000). per annum, for which, 
as adequate to all the purpoſes of the civil liſt, his Majeſty 


gave even acknowledgments; indeed the ſtrongeſt ex- 


preſſions of gratitude. However, there has been paid, if all the 


_ Jums were increaſed to this day at compound intereſt, a ſur- 
plus of near ſeven millions ſterling ; his debts have been paid 
three ſeveral times, and though in the ſecond payment a legal 
arrangement was made, by the thud payment, which was an 


application of 50,0090). à year from the civil liſt, not only a 
ſolemn promiſe had been violated, but ilic la of the land was 
alſo violated, In the Prince of Wales however a breach of 


' promiſe, on the nature of which he ſhould ſpeak more fully, 


was conſidered criminal. The Duke of Portland had pro- 
poſed in 1783, that the Prince's eſtabliſhment ſhould be 


100,000). a year, that is, 87,000). a year in addition to the 


Dutchy of Cornwall. It was not therefore to be wondered at, 


that with an income not much more than half that-ſum, a 
young Prince, whoſe character is not marked with a great de- 
gree of economy, ſhould incur debt. But he could not, nor 
would he attempt to juſtiſy the principle, that becauſe the 
Houſe of Commons had thought proper to allow the Prince 
little more than half what was propoſed by one of his Majelty's 
miniſters, that he ought not therefore to live on it; this would 
be illogical and fallacious.  _ 55 3 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, as the Houſe was favourably inclined to 


hear him, he {ſhould ſtate ſome matter relating to theſe. debts 


for public information, though it muſt be unpleaſant to itate 
ſuch facts. Gentlemen knew that he had formerly been ho- 


noured by a conſiderable degree of the Prince's confidence; 


this he was proud to ſtate, becauſe that confidence was founded 
upon a conviction in the Prince, that it was on his (Mr. Sheri- 


 dan's)fidg perfectly unintereſted, The Prince knew that he would 
not directly nor indirectly accept of any. favour whatloever. | 
He had not been much in the habit of talking of himfelf nor 
in bis own praiſe, but he would aſſert then, that he ſtood the | 
. He could take 
at the Prince was 
e Indcbted 


moſt unobliged man by the Prince ie 
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indebted to him in the obligations of a true and faithful ſervice. 
Whatever circumſtances may have altered the Prince's ſociety 
or political connexion, ze would ſtate in juſtice, that his Royal 
Highneſs did not deſerve the fevere and unkind animadverſions 
that he had met with, from his conduck, principles, or feelings 
for the Commons of Great Britain. He would now ſtate his 
Royal Highneſs's different eſtabliſhments, and debts. From 
1783 to 1787, he had 50,900]. per annum, at the end of which 
laſt mentioned time, his debts were paid off, to the amount of 
161,000). of which 70 or 80,000l. was for repairs of Carleton 
Houſe. There was a ſum of 80,000]. voted afterwards for theſe 
repairs; and it being thought, in ſome time afterwards, that 
the ſum voted was not applied to the repairs, an inveſtigation. 
took place, and it was found to be truly applied. At this 
time the Prince alfo received an additional 19,000). per annum; 
fo that if the whole were calculated— 50,000]. a year for four 
years 60, oool. for 8 years—together with the debt paid off, 
it would not be for the 12 years more than 72,000]. per annum 
for the whole expenditure, He would now come to the promiſe 
made in 1787, that no future debt ſhould be incurred. He 
underſtood that a worthy Magiſtrate had conſidered that pro- 
miſe as not binding, becauſe not formally delivered by the 
Prince himſelf; this he could not think, for if he could be 
more bound than by a direct promiſe, it would be by the cir- 
cumſtances which attended the promile, ſuch as it was. Had 
the Prince acted under a notion that he gave no direct promiſe, 
and received the money under any idea that he could quibble 
away the promiſe he did make, he would act in a ſhameleſs 
and profligate manner; he would then have appeared to have 
given an incomplete engagement with a view to future pre- 
varication. He would ſtate to the Houſe how it really was, 
and leave them to draw what inference they pleaſed: When 
it was firſt ſuggeſted that a promiſe was to be made, he had 
adviſed the Prince not to engage himſelf by any ſuch obligation, 
without knowing more fully the ftate of his circumſtances 
altogether, and particularly becauſe he was without a man of 
buſineſs about him, who could regulate his future expenditure ; 
tor his individual part, he did not find himſelf inclined nor fit 
for the taſk. The man who may adviſe the outline of a great 
preparation, may not be fit for entering into the detail of it and 
carrying it into execution, He had made an order of payment 
and arrangement, which had been ſent to his Majeſty, and the 
Prince was then informed from the proper quarter, that ſuch 
kungen e would be ſufficient, and it was by the Prince's 
riends ſtrongly adviſed to abſtain.from any promiſe, How 
then was he aſtoniſhed to find, in the meſſage from the I hrone, 
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that his Majeſty had received the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that 


no future debt ſhould be incurred? And when he mentioned 


the circumſtance to the Prince, he ſeemed ſurpriſed, and want- 


ed him to go down the next day to the Houſe, and retraG the 
obligation; this he reſuſed to do. With reſpect to the grea: 


and extravagant expences incurred at Carleton Houſe, he 


thought that great blame was to be imputed to miniſters, who 


had it not inſpected as a public work. In the arrangement 
which had been given in to his Majeſty, it was conſidered 


that his Majeſty's Treaſary was to be a check, and it was 


fy 


wards the cloſe 


the duty of miniſters to ſee that arrangement executed. 


He would next aſk, whether miniſters would pretend that 


the incurring of this large debt was a ſecret to them. In 


1791, there was a propoſition from the Duke of Portland, 
Lord Fitzwilliam, and others, for paying the debts, and af- 
terwards in 1792, for effecting à loan for that purpoſe. To- 

{ of that year, he had adviſed the Prince to go 
into a perfect and complete retirement; and a Noble and 
Learned Lord (Thurlow), who would ſcarcely be ſuſpected 
of Jacobinical principles, then gave the Prince moſt direct 
and valuable advice. He adviſed him, as he valued his ho- 


nour and character, to make no application to Parliament for 
the payment of theſe debts - to go into a complete retirement 


Etto turn the key on Carleton Houſe - and to rally round the 


throne — to put confidence in his own family, and to abſtain 
from all political connexions whatever, as that formed the 


true dignity of a Prince. Mr. Sheridan continued: He ſaid, 


that he had alſo with all his eloquence urged the ſame argu- 


ments; it was not in his power to enter into the heart of 
man, but his Royal Highneſs ſeemed diſpoſed to go to the 


extreme diſtance of England, and live in ſecluſion and re- 
tirement. At this time there happened a great change in 


political affairs, which was indeed happily deſcribed in a 
printed paper, figned, as it appeared, by Earl Fitzwilliam, 


moſt richly illuſtrative of the Duke of Portland's coalition, 
where miniſtry is ſtrengthened (if it could admit of ſuch in- 
creaſe) by an increaſed degradation of character. Reading 
this paper muſt-give the philanthropiſt a pang for the honour 


of human nature. The Duke of Portland is there deſcribed 


as poſſeſſing half an office, half duties, whole ſalary, and no 
character; theſe, he ſaid, were not his words, they were in 
the letter publiſhed to the world. At the time of this coali- 


tion, a Noble Lord (Loughborough) went to the Prince, to 
fie ear“ What, Sire, give 
up your dignity, retire from the world—the Heir Apparert 


whiſper his wholeſome leſſons in 


to the Throne of England retire from the world! No, no; 


you 


a e 
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you mult not; that would be too like Philip Egalité. Wht 
nemit your princely ſplendour, and become a citizen]! There 
is but too much occaſion to ſuſpect the quarter whence ſucli 
ſuggeſtions came.“ [Mr. Rolle here called Mr. Sheridan to 
order; Mr. Sheridan ſat down, but Mr. Rolle not ſhewing 
how Mr. Sheridan was out of order, he again roſe.] | Hz 
| faid he was not at all ſurpriſed at the Hon. Gentleman's call 
ing him to order; but he ſhould much wonder if the Hon. 
Gentleman knew why, or. eould in his fertite imagination. 
aſſign any reaſon for his interruption. When the Prince's 
debts were accumulated and accumulating, he had advifed 
him to retire ; if he had then done ſo, he would have eſcaped 
many debts fince incurred, and have paid off ſome then due; 
beſides he would have retired in very different circum{tances, 
and without heavy mortifications. The meſſage, he contend- 
ed, held the Prince forth to public view as an incorrigible 
culprit ; and the whole plan adopted by the miniſter tended 
to degrade him in the public eſtimation. Harſhly has the 
King, by his miniſter, dealt by his own ſon; harſhly have 
they, by their rules and regulations, bound him to humili- 
ating arrangements; harſhly and ſhamefully have they ſent 
him forth for eight or nine years, an object of compaſſion, 
doing a kind of ſplendid penance in an embroidered white 
ſheer, full of ſhame and contrition. But, as he would wiſh 
to preſerve the true intereſts of the monarchy, he would pre- 
ſent his plan to the Houſe, which, if adopted, would prevent 
the diſgrace. The debt incurred for the prodigality and fur- 
niture of Carleton Houſe, being deducted (which ought to 
be conſidered as a public, work), there would remain about 
half a million due; and firſt, he would look to the King for 
ſome aſſiſtance, _ 5 . 5 
It is allowed that his Majeſty's purſe was never ſo fully 
adequate to a dilapidation. His Majeſty's debts, as he had 
ſaid before, paid by Parliament, would amount, if calculated 
at compound intereſt, to 7, oo, ol. Amongſt them there 
had been a charge for buildings to the amount of 5 13, ocol. 
and he could not call to mind any great prodigality in this 
way, except, indeed, throwing down Richmond Palace may 
be ſo accounted. Why ſhould not his Majeſty extend his 
hand to relieve his ſon's exigencies? The privy purſe was 
formerly 36,0001. it was firſt made to his Majeſty 48,000]. 
and raiſed afterwards to 60,000l. a year. Her Majeſty was 
allowed for her eſtabliſhment po, oool. a year; ſhe had com- 
pleted her houſe at Windſor, and her villa at Frogmore ; ſhe 
could therefore ſpare ſomething to the exigencies of her 
eldeſt ſon, Was it not natural, he would aſk, that a father 
e e eee l 
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and mother ſhould contribute a proportion to diſencumber 
theit child from his debts, and ſhew examples of ſomething 
ke feeling and ſacrifice ? The intereſt of half a million of 
money was 265,000]. a year; let the King contribute 10,0501, 
per annum, the Queen 5,000. and for the remaining 10,000]. 
for the intereſt, as well as to eſtabliſh a ſinking fund for the 
principal, he would propoſe to raife a prefent contribution 
 trom ſinecute places under Government. He would, if ne- 
ceflary, point out how five times that ſum might be ſo raiſed, 
and without being perceptibly a diminution from the great 
and numerous uſeleſs offices, which were now held; he would 
_ juſt inſtance: the place of Teller of the Exchequer, which 
produces between 18 and 20,000l. a year; and is thus indeed 
peculiarly circumſtanced, and unhappily for this country, that 
it is the more productive as the burdens of the people in- 
creaſe ;z that he is rich in proportion as the people are poor; 
and certainly, from the public ſpirit of the Marquis, he 
would make any ſacriſice in a general arrangement which _ 
would be found to tend to public advantage. For the ſinking 
fund he would not take away any Gentleman's ſinecure place, 
but appoint a Committee as truſtees, in vwhora may be placed 
the revenues of uſeleſs offices, which, after the death of the 
prefent holders, and as they fell, gradually, ſhould extinguiſh 
the principal. When they ſhould be all paid off, it would 
be of ſervice to our poſterity, who would look back with ex- 
ultation and gratitude for our arrangement, and with wonder 
that ſuch places ever exiſted. This would be the way to make 
our conſtitution ſtable; to prevent the wild ſyſtem of Jaco- 
biniſm from undermining or overturning it. Whilſt we are 
ſpilling our blood and waſting our treaſure, in ſupport of 
theoretical ſyſtems of continental monarchy, this may be a 
rational refource, and prove that monarchy, or thoſe em- 
ployed under it, will ſhew examples of ſelf-denial, and do 
ſomething for the benefit of the people. This would be to 
add luſtre to the Crown; unleſs, indeed, miniſters may think 
that it ſhines with additional luſtre in proportion to the gloom 
that ſurrounds it, and that a King is magnificent as his ſub- 
jets become miſerable. For his part he felt himſelf a ſtaunch 
triend to the Britiſh conſtitution ; he ſurveyed it with a ra- 
tional affection, but was no friend to its abuſes. There was 
one claſs who loved our conſtitution, but did not love its 
abuſes: A ſecond claſs loved it with all its abuſes: And there 
was a third claſs—a large intereſted party, amongſt which he 
placed his Majeſty's miniſters, who loved it for nothing elſe 
but its abuſes. But let that Houſe, the beſt part of our con- 
ſtitution, conſider its own honour and character; let all 
: | | | | Parties, 
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parties, as well thoſe who were gorged with ſinecure of- 
rr as thoſe who had none, have a conteſt who ſhall be 


moſt eager to deſtroy them. Let us, by ſuch a meaſure . 


as I call for (ſaid Mr, Sheridan), build the--eaſe and dig- 


nity. of the Prince on the ruins of idjeneſs and .corrup= _ 


tion, and not by the toil of the induſtrious poor, who may 

think their loat decreaſed by the payment of his incum- 
brances.“ 64 | cup 7% gx 3 51:+7667-453-) 8 
Mr. Sheridan concluded by moving an amendment to Mr. 
Pitt's motion, that after the words © confolidated fund,” be add» 


ed theſe words, © provided it ſhall appear to this Houſe, upon 


ed out of his Majeſty's civil liſt, or out of ſinecure offices, 
and uſeleſs places paid by the Public,” | 


due i rg" into the ſubject, that they cannat be defray- 


juſt fat down, ad given them to underſtand that he had been 
intimate in the confidence of the Prince of Wales. He had 
told them what he had adviſed the Prince upon many occa- 
ſions, and what he would have adviſed him at preſent. In 
all the good advice. the Hon. Gentlemen had given him, it 
was to be lamented that it had not been attended with ſalu- 
tary effects in preventing tlie evils then diſcuſſing. He would 
not attempt to follow the Hon. Gentleman through all the 
labyrinths of his long ſpeech; the greater part of it conſiſted 
of ſuch topics as he thought had better remain at reſt; he 


or. rates Dundas ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman who had 


therefore would not revive, them in the minds of the Houſe, 


by anſwering them. Upon the ſame principle alſo he ſhould 
avoid entering into the private hiſtory ſo amply detailed by 
the Hon. Gentleman. It was poſſibly. all very correct, and 
exactly as the Hon. Gentleman had ſtated it; for he (Mr. 
Dundas) was not in a ſituation which could give him an op- 
portunity of contradicting it. He muſt, however, remark, 
that his Majeſty's former meſſage was read to his Royal High- 
neſs before it came down to that Houſe, It was perfectly in- 
telligible, and his Highneſs had certainly a competent know- 


ledge of the Engliſh language to enable him to underſtand. 


its import, , There were three plans at preſent under the con- 


lideration of the Houſe ; The firlt, propoſed by his Hon. 


Friend; and the laſt, propoſed by the Hon. Gentleman op- 
poate. He might rather ſay there were four, for the Hon. 
Gentleman had propoſed one thing, and the whole tenor of 
his ſpeech inculcated another; by his ſpeech: the debts ſhould 
be all paid by his reſolution they were to be charged on the 
avil liſt. Why the civil liſt was to be charged he knew not. 
The Houſe, in adopting any meaſure on the ſubject, would 
| Cconlider the difficulties ſurrounding them all; and they . 
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chooſe that which they ſhould think was liable to the leaſt. 
In the plan, as propoſed by his Hon. Friend, of making the 
conſolidated fund the guarantee of the payment, they would 
do well to conſider whether the riſk to the Public was not in 
Ftie?f fo trifiing, that it would be the moſt unexceptionable 
of all others. But the Hon. Gentleman who propoſed the 
civil lit as a guarantee, had ſorgotten that he had given his 
opinion, that the civil liſt ſhould be voted annually ; Seeler, 
if his principle was admitted, the ſecurity would not be either 
permanent or good. Such doctrines as thoſe of an annual 
civil lift, reducing the firſt magiſtrate of this country to in- 


Kitute a canvas every year, for his yearly income, he profeſſed 


to hear with ſurpriſe. It was wonderful and aſtonifhing to 
Jook back but a few years, and obſerve what alterations had 
taken place. Formerly, the Kings of England poſfeſſed 2 


great landed revenue, which was not only fully ſufficient to 


fupport them in all the dignity of their ſtation, but was alſo 
fufficient to enable them to do many things which modern 
Policy had deemed prudent ſhould be under the check of 
that Houſe, At prefent, indeed, they were totally dependent 
upon that Houſe for their proviſion 3 but he truſted they 
would always maimain that political and conſtitutional inde- 
pendence of 
efcape obfervation that ſuch new doctrines were always com- 
ding forth, and all tending towards one point; their frequent 
appearance gave reaſonable ground of alarm. The civil lift 
was now fettled by Parliament; and in their judgment was 
ouly adequate to the purpoſes for which they intended it. 
 Evexy part of it was fo ſettled that no furpluſſages could well 
ariſe. . If any deficiency arofe in conſequence of the load 
propoſed to be laid upon it, it muſt be ſupplied from the 
public fund, and in fact amounted to the fame thing. The 
privy purſe was allotted for the purpofes of his Majeſty's 
Family; but he again ſtated that the Prince of Wales was 
rticularly the charge and care of the Public. Why ſhould 
his Majeſty be called upon to diſcharge any of thoſe incum- 
brances which he could not prevent being contracted? His 
Royal Highnefs had left the paternal care and guardianſhip 
of his Royal Father, and every ſhilling which had been voted 
him as an eftabliſhment, was entirely under his own manage- 
Ent WC: 2 45 304 . ane 
With reſpect to taking a part of the Queen's private purſe 
to pay the Prince's debts,” Mr. Dundas. ſaid, he would not 
appeal to the judgment of the Houſe to reject the propoſal, 
he would appeal only to their taſte ; it was a kind of pro- 


polition which could not properly be argued, —Her ages! 


% 


having the civil liſt voted for life. It could not 


— 
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had 50,000]. a year allowed her for her own expences and for 
thoſe of her daughters the Princeſſes, and yet 5oool. was to 
be picked out of her Majeſty's private purſe f 

and in what manner the Hon. Gentleman could beſt ſuggeſt. 
He ſtill adhered to an opinion that he delivered on a former 

evening: That of all the branches of the Royal Family, the 
Prince of Wales had leaſt claim upon the bounty of his 


Majeſty, inaſmuch as he might be conſidered peculiarly the 


care of the Public. As to the other part of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman's plan, he expected to hear from him ſomething great 
and new; ſome plan which ſhould outdo all plans, and not 
of one ſo ſtale and common, which has been in ſeveral peo- 
ples hands, and came only ſecond-hand to him. When he 
talked of converting all places and uſeleſs offices to the pur- 


poſe of defraying the Prince's debts, and called that not 


taking it out of the pockets of the Public, he profeſſed he 
could not underſtand how it was ſo. If theſe were places of 
no uſe, aboliſh them; but what then? did not the money ſo 
ſaved revert to the public purſe ?—And was it not as much 


taking money from the pockets of the Public otherwiſe to 


apply it, as any other mode could be? He faid thus much, 
becauſe he was unwilling that the matter ſhould go upon that 
principle, that it was ſaving the public money, when the fact 
was not ſo. As to the other paſſages of the Hon. Gentle- 
man's ſpeech, he thought them of ſuch a nature as beſt to be 
paſſed over in ſilence, he ſhould not therefore attempt to re- 
ply to thine pr innit | #2640 

Before he ſat down, -he begged leave to expreſs a wiſh, 
that if the Hon. Gentleman perſiſted in his ideas upon this 
ſubject, that he would ſpeak of the Illuſtrious Perſonages on 
the throne in a different manner ; the kind of obfervations 


which had been made, were not, in his opinion, intended 


for that Houſe, and he was ſure they could not be attended 
with any good effect. In ſpeaking of his Majeſty's miniſters, 
the. Hon. Gentleman had certainly a right to indulge all his 
talent for ſatire and invective, but when carried to another 
quarter, it was very improper. 2 e 
Ar. Bankes ſaid, he wiſhed to give a direct negative to the 
original motion, but did not agree in the amendment propoſed 
by the Hon. Gentleman; the creditors he did not conſider as 
the moſt material part of this important ſubject. Parliament 
would be guilty to the Public, were they to vote away the 


ſum of money called for on ſuch. grounds; he would vote, 


as he had formerly done, againſt ſo large an income being 
given to the Prince of Wales. He thought the creditors of 
the preſent day were very different from the creditors of the 
Vor. III. CS TA year 


or a purpoſe, 
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ear 1787; then they were ignorant of the Prince's ſituation, 


ut after the meſſage which was then delivered to Parliament, 


thoſe who gave him credit ought to know and to take the riſ:. 


Upon every view of the ſubject, he thought it was the duty 


of Parliament to ack with ſteadineſs, as well for their own : 


fakes, as for the character of monarchy, which was deeply 


involved in this queſtion, and for the general ſafety of the 


conſtitution and the happinefs of the people. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he certainly could not agree in the amend- 


ment moved by his Hon. Friend, but he muft ſay, that in the 


fpeech which prefaced that motion, he had heard as much 
good and ſtrong ſenſe ſpoken as ever was uttered in that 


Houſe, and particularly upon that point which ſeemed ſo ob- 
noxious to the Right Hon. Gentleman over the way—the pro- 
priety of granting any aſſiſtance from the civil lift. He thought 


with the Right Hon. Gentleman, that it was better to give 


the civil liſt to the King for life, than annually, as his Hon. 
Friend had wiſhed it. But he could not agree with the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, that the King ſhould not come for- 
ward upon this occaſion, becauſe the debts were contracted 


without his knowledge, and out of the power of his controul. 


For if this reaſon applied to the King, it ſurely more forcibly 


applied to the Public, who certainly had no ſort of controul 


over the Prince's expences, nor any knowledge how they 
were contracted. With regard to the meſſage from the King 
on this ſubject, was there any man in the Houſe who did not 
know that if his Royal Highneſs's marriage had not taken 
place, no ſuch meffige would have been heard of? It was 


therefore obvious that miniſters approved of that marriage, 


which he had not the leaſt doubt would eventually prove a mot 
happy circumſtance for the country; and was it not then their 
duty to have prevented any ſuch application as this coming 

to the Houſe ? The Prince ought not to be accuſed of breach 
of promiſe z he did not believe that he had got into this di- 
lemma intentionally ; but miniſters were much to blame for 
the bad advice they had given both to his Majeſty and to the 
Prince. It mutt 2lways be an unpleaſant thing to lay new 
burdens on the people for the Royal Family. What had hap- 
pened in a former reign had ſhewn the impolicy of ſuch 
ſteps; and they muſt be particularly obnoxious at preſent. 
He denied that the doctrines of his Hon. Friend were new: 


They were the ſame as he had held, and often before men- 


tioned in that Houſe, fince he firſt fat in it. He knew that 


there were ſome who did not adviſe any reduction of ex- | 
pence in the Prince's eſtabliſhments ; but they were not his | 


friends: And as to the King's expences, he always had 


* thought 
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thought they ought to be accommodated to the civil liſt, in- 


ſtead of the civil liſt being accommodated to them. He con- 
tended, that the opinion of the country was with him in 


aflerting, that, if the King had honeſt miniſters about him, 
they would have adviſed him, for his own ſake, for the 


' Prince's, and the country's, to have come forward. At an 


early period the ereditors ought to have been called together, 


and ſome means attempted to ſatisfy them: If it could not 
nave been done, then it was time to come to Parliament. 


He touched upon the alluſions made at different times to the 
Prince's being connected with party politics, in oppoſition, 
as it was called, to Government; becauſe he happened, for 


the time, to agree with thoſe who generally oppoſed. mini- 
ſtters. He thought the new adviſers of the Prince had not 


increaſed his popularity; and believed, that his own wiſh and 
inclination three years ago was, to have retrenched his ex- 
pences, in order to get into ſome probable train of paying 
his debts: But it was ſuſpected; and he, for one, was now 
certain of it, that very different advice had beerf given to 
him; and that the example of Monſieur Fgalitef was held 
out as a maxim, that, to take any ſteps ſuch as were propoſed, 
would be dangerous to the cauſe of monarchy. He ſtated 
his grounds for voting on a former night for granting an in- 
come of 125,000l.. per annum to the Prince, which were, 


becauſe he thought he, or any Prince of Wales, required it; 


and he would have ſo voted if he had not been a fixpence in 
debt. He thought his Hon. Friend had done well in propo- 
ing that the civil liſt ſhould contribute towards the payment 
of the debts, and inſiſted that it was much more conſiſtent 
with thoſe old faſhions which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
profefled himſelf attached to, than the mode now propoſed 
by an application to Parliament. | gs 
Mr. Anftruther, in a ſpeech of ſome length, replied; he 
ſaid, that giving the Prince a large income without paying 
his debts, he thought was putting him in a worſe fituation 
than he now was; becauſe with a larger income, there might 
be greater inducement to give credit, and more to be made 
by execution in failure of payments: He defended his Noble 
and Learned Friend, whoſe advice to the Prince had been 
particularly pointed at, and was ſure that he had never given 
him any advice, that was not as found, as honeſt, and as able 
as any that the Hon. Gentleman, or any other perſon what- 
ever, could give. | | 48 i | 
Ar. W. Smith was favourable to the propofition of charging 
the civil liſt, He deſired a meſſage in 1721, in the reign of 
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Geo. I. to be read, where five millions was charged upon the 
civil lift, and contended that what was then done, would 
ihew the propriety of again doing the like. Z 


- Sir William Yonge thought it was a friendly amendment, 


and was in ſubſtance the ſame with the motion. | 
Hr. Grey ſaid, he conſidered any thing relating to the 
payment of the debts as an impoſition of new burdens upon 
the people. He meant, conſiſtently with his former proteſ- 
ſions, to declare he thought the propoſition for payment 


ſhould meet with a direct negative. It was the only method, 


in his opinion, which could defend the Houſe from future 
applications of a ſimilar nature. If he were to admit the 


Propriety of diſcharging the debts, he ſhould argue, that it 


would much better be fixed on the civil liſt, He lamented, 


that in the progreſs of this buſineſs the real queſtion had al- 


ways been afſumed. They never had an opportunity afforded 
them of declaring their ſentiments upon it. He ſhould ever 
conſider all voted above 100, 00l. per annum as given for 
the payment of the debts, and as an additional burden upon 
the people. Many Gentlemen having declared they voted 


for the larger ſum under a conviction it was neceſſary to diſ- 


charge them; and though his Hon. Friend, and he knew it 
to be his ſentiment, had declared he voted the larger ſum 
without fuch conſideration ; yet he could not from thence 
ſay it was the ſentiment of the Houſe. He conſidered the 
firſt eſtabliſhment as called for by the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) himſelf, which he then ſtated, ſufficiently ample ; and 
he was convinced that 40,0001). additional, upon his own rea- 
Toning, muſt be ſufficient for the purpoſe. Her Majeſty's 
eſtabliſhment was but 5, oool.; it could therefore never re- 
quire 655, oool. addition for the eſtabliſhment of a Princeſs of 
Wales. This carried a conviction to his mind, that ſo large 
an eſtabliſhment was not neceſſary, and upon that ground he 
took his ſtand, | 1 55 | 


Mr. en though he bad not agreed with the 


Hon. Gentleman in the magnitude of the ſum. voted, yet he 
called to the recollection of the Houſe, whether the queſtion 


had not been fairly and diſtinctly ſubmitted to their confi» | 


deration. | | e „„ 
Mr. Alderman Newnham ſaid, it had been imputed to him 


that he had aſſerted that the Prince of Wales had made a 
declaration that he would not incur any debt, if Parliament | 
complied with the application made in 1787. What he did 
ſay was, that the Prince declared if 30 or even 20,0001. 2 | 


year of additional income were ſettled on him, he would en- 


| gage 
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| 10,0001, of additional income were given, he could keep 
within it. | | | 


Mr. Baſtard recommended to Mr. Sheridan to withdraw 


his amendment. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, if there could poſhbly ariſe any confu- 
| fon in the Houſe concerning the real point to which they 


voted, he would withdraw his motion, and ſubmit it to them 


hereafter in a diſtin propoſition. _ | 5 beg 
Mr. Sheridan expreſſed his wiſh, that the other ſide of the 
Houſe were of opinion with the Hon. Gentleman who thought 
the amendment fo friendly ; but as he had received a general 
intimation to the contrary, he would not heſitate to with 
draw it. e 1 N 

Dye Chancellor of the Exchequer begged the indulgence of 
the Houſe for a few words, with which he would not have 
troubled them, had not ſome obſervations which had fallen 
in the courſe of the debate provoked his reply. He had been 
charged with not bringing forward this motion in a fairer 
ſhape, by propoſing at once the payment of the Prince's debts. 
'To this he would briefly reply, that in no one ſhape that it 
could 8 itſelf, would it be more queſtionable. The 
Hon. 


with which it could be burdened; and from this motive 
alone, was he actuated to call for it in ſuch a ſhape. To 
another obſervation which had fallen from another Right 
Hon. Gentleman, who had aſked why the Prince's eſtabliſn- 
ment ſhould be augmented from 65,000). to 138,000. a year, 
he would but remind the Houſe of the eſtabliſhments which 


were uſually made for heirs of conſiderable families, when 


advanced into a married ſtate ; and then it would be diſcern- 
ed the proportion which a Prince of Wales's eſtabliſhment 
ſhould bear to that which it had been; and he ſaw no incon- 


ſiſtency in this with his former opinion of 72,0001. being an 


ample proviſion for him in 1787 when ſingle. He felt on his 

art, and moſt feelingly lamented the full force of many ob- 
jections which had been preſſed home by Gentlemen from the 
oppoſite ſide of the Houſe, on the breach of that promiſe 
which had been pledged to Parliament when it had interfered 
in the Priace's debts before. But it was not a queſtion then, 


whether they ſhould meaſure the paſt proceedings by the 


ſtrict and ſevere rules of a rigid inquiſition, but whether, 
upon a feeling and candid conſideration, they ſhould make 
that proviſion for his Royal Highneſs and his illuſtrious con- 
ſort, that would be neceffary for their rank, ſtation, and dig- 
a 17 7 ; te nity . 
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gage not to incur debt but this did not imply that if only 


entleman (Mr. Sheridan) had ſuggeſted this ſhape 
in order to aggravate and ad it with every degree of odium 
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. whether the people might not be caſed. He had 
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nity ? Whether they ſhould, under any pretence of a ſpecious 
liberality, deprive their Royal Highneſſes of the comforts and 
enjoyments of life; or confer upon them freely and with the 
generoſity becoming the character of the Britiſh nation, an 
ample, eaſy, and dignified eſtabliſhment ? This, he believed, 
was the only wiſe and provident means which could be adopt. 
ed towards the accompliſhment of ſo beneficial and politic 
an object. Gentlemen would diveſt themſelves, he hoped, 


of all conſiderations, which on too narrow a ſcale would 


but lead to an unjuſt, however apparently wife, concluſion, 


They would keep before their cyes that they were pro- 


viding for the Heir Apparent of the Crown; for an effential 
and vital part of the conſtitution; and whatever diſorders 


and evils. were ſuggeſted by Gentlemen to ariſe from any 


abuſes, which the branches of Royal houſes had created ; 
they would the more vigorouſly oppoſe thoſe abuſes, by di 
verting them from the perſons to whom they might have un- 
fortunately attached themſelves, and by giving a new direction 
as well as a purer courſe to the expenditure of the Prince, 
they would enſure in the ſafety of his perſon the ert con- 
ſervation of the ſtate. 

Mr. Milbank voted for the larger ſum, conſidering the 
Prince as a component part of the conſtitution. 

Mr. Sturt concluded the dei e by faying, that in his 


mind the queſtion was, whether, aſter the Prince had made 


a folemn pledge of his honour to the nation in 2787, not to 
incur debts, they would now agree to pay them ? 
Mr. Sheridan's s amendment, by conlent of the Houſe, wag 
amen. | | 
2225 Houſe Jivided on the main queſtion: 
s Ayes = - - 148 
oo 2 Gn be 03 


Majority” oo; 


21 Sheridan then, with a ſhort preſace, moved, That 4 


propoſition. having been made upon a meſſage from the Throne, 
to make a further proviſion for his Royal Highneſs the Prince 


of Wales, it becomes the Houſe to confider, whether this 


additional proviſion may not be made without laying any ad- 
ditional burden on the people, by. the reduction of ulcleſs 


and inconvenient places. | 
The Chancellor of the Ex uchequer, without any 1x 1 18 88 


on this motion, moved to adjourn. | | 
Ar. Sheridan ſaid, it would be idle for him to make any 
comment on the indecency of moving to adjourn, without 


dons 


A, a ia 


Joxz' 5.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, © 71 
done his duty in putting the Houſe fairly to it—it had been 
too truly ſaid, that to deſire the Houſe to make this provi- 
fion for the Prince by a reduction of uſeleſs places, would 
be to cheat themſelves: He could not charge them with ſuch 
SO, a 7 Hoo ge VF 

The Houſe then divided on the motion to adjourn: 


VVV 
Moes J 
„mm, 12 


The Houſe adjourned at two o'clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

: Fovis, 28 Die Maii 1795. 
VVV wh Fins 
| Motion being made and queſtion read, That & a Bill inti- 
tuled, An Act for augmenting the royal corps of artillery, and 
providing ſeafaring men ſor the ſervice of the navy, out of 
the private men now ſerving in the militia, &c. &c.“ be now 
read a ſecond time; es 7 | 

c DissENTIENT, : | 
J. Becauſe the honourable footing upon which the militia 
was eſtabliſhed, and has hitherto ſubſiſted, is, as far as relates 


to the augmenting the royal artillery, undermined by this Bill, 


inaſmuch as it makes the militia a fund for the ſupply, and a 


drill for the accommodation of another corps; inaſmuch as 


it reduces this conſtitutional force below the numbers cove- 
_ nanted by the country to be always kept complete; and inaſ- 
much as it ſupplies the deficiencies it creates, not in the re- 
gular and creditable manner by which the militia is conſtitu- 
tionally to be ſupplied, and ſupplied to a certainty, but by 
means, uncertain in their operation, by which it is con- 
ſtitutionally provided, in expreſs terms, that it ſhall not be 
ſupplied. 25 | | | 


II. Becauſe upon the allegation of the preſent conjunc- 


ture, it eſtabliſhes this meaſure without any expreſs period to 
its duration, and without any clauſe againſt the precedent. 

„ III. Becauſe at a moment when the temper of the times, 
and our perſonal knowledge of late events in ſome corps, 


of diſcipline and ſubordination, this Bill, in a moſt extraor- 


dinary and unprecedented manner, relaxes the authority of 
e A ESE oo ils wan. | -- he 


leem Deere to recommend a vigilance in the preſervation 
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the commanding officers over the objects of it, by ſuggeſting 
to the latter a method which at any time, and on any motive, 
< entitles them to their diſcharge.* _ es: : 
IV. Becauſe the ſeveral circumſtances of diſappointment 
as to the ſtrength of their regiments, and of degradation by 
the involuntary removal of their ſelected and molt inſtructed 
men, by the replacing of them in a leſs certain and leſs cre- 
ditable manner, and by converting the regiments into a re- 
cruiting fund for another corps, form an impolitic and unde- 
ferved return to ſuch militia officers (and it has been admitted 
in the debates on this Bill that there are many ſuch) as have 
merit with the Public. And EE. 
« Tconceive.it the more neceſſary to mark my difapprobation, 
and expreſs my apprehenſion of the conſequences of this in- 
novation, as I know the militia contains a fund for recruiting, 
not only the artillery, but every other corps in his Majeſty's 
fervice, much too good not to be ardently coveted, and (how- 
ever the intention be diſclaimed at preſent) I fear reſorted 
to (as I am ſure it may be upon the ſame reaſoning), when 
Parliament ſhall have once notified the principle of making 
the militia ſubſervient to the efficiency of other corps. 
| | | _* RADNOR:? 
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do N VENTI“ 
Between his Britannic Majeſty and the Emperor of Germany. 


” - 


Signed at Vienna, the 4th of May 1795. | 


],'EMPEREUR, et le Roi de la 


Grande Bretagne, Etant Egalement 
convaincus de la neceſſitẽ d'agir avec 
vigueur et m_ contre Pennemt 
commun, afin de procurer a leurs 
ctats reſpectifs une paix ſire et ho- 
norable, et de prẽſerver l' Europe du 
danger dont elle eſt menagte, leurs 
Majeſtés Imperiale et Britannique 
ont jugE A- propos de s entendre entr* 
elles ſur les meſures à adopter pour 
la campagne prochaine, et de ſe con- 
certer à cet effet ſur telles ſtipula- 
tions, qui puiſſent le mieux contri- 
buer au but falutaire de leurs inten- 
tions ci-deſſus mentionnẽes. C'eſt 
dans cette vue, que leurs Majeſtẽs 
ont nommé leurs Plenipotentiaires 
reſpectifs; ſgavoir, ſa Majeſtẽ Im- 
periale, ſon Conſeiller intime actuel, 
et Miniſtre des Affaires Etrangeres, 
Baron de Thugut, Commandeur de 
Ordre de St. Etienne; et ſa Ma- 
jelte Britannique, le Chevalier Mor- 
ton Eden, Conſeiller Privé de ſa 
Majeſte, Chevalier de FOrdre du 
Bain, Envoye Extraordinaire et Mi- 
niſtre Plenipotentiaire de fa dite Ma- 
jeſte aupres de la Cour de Vienne: 
Leſquels, après $'etre communiquès 
leurs pleinpouvoirs reſpectifs, font 
conyenus des artieles ſuivans. 


ARTICLE I. 75 
Pour aider les efforts que ſa Ma- 
jeſté Imperiale defire de faire, et 
pour lui faciliter les moyens de faire 
valoir les reſſources de ſes etatsz 
pour la defenſe de la cauſe commune, 
la Majeli& Britannique s'engage à 
8 pro- 


THE Emperor, and the King of 

Great Britain, being equally 
convinced of the neceſſity of acting 
with vigour and energy againſt the 
common enemy, in order to procure 
to their reſpective dominions a ſafe 
and honourable peace, and to preferve 
Europe from the danger with which 
it is threatened; their Imperial and 
Britannic Majeſties have thought 


proper to concert together upon the 
meaſures to be adopted for the next 


campaign, and to agree, for this pur. 


poſe, on ſuch ſtipulations as * beſt 
their 


conduce to the ſalutary object 


intentions already mentioned. With 


this view, their Majeſties have ap- 
pointed their reſpecti ve Plenipoten- 
tiaries; that is to ſay, bis Imperial 
Majeſty, his Privy Councillor actual, 


and Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, 


Baron de Thugut, Commander of 
the Order of St. Stephen; and his 
Britannic Majeſty, Sir Morton 
Eden, Knight of the Bath, one of 
his Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy 
Council, and his Envoy Extraordi- 


nary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary 


at the Court of Vienna: Who, after 
having communicated to each other 
their reſpective full powers, have 


agreed upon the following articles; 


ARTICLE I; 


4 in order to aſſiſt the efforts which | 


his Imperial Majeſty is defirous © 
making, and to facilitate to him the 
means of bringing forward the te- 


| ſources of his dominions, in the de- 
fence of the common caule, his Bri« 
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propoſer à ſon Parlement de garantir 
le payement r&gulier des dividendes, 


par ſemeſtre, ſur la ſomme de quatre 
millions ſix cents mille livres ſterling, 


laquelle eſt, ou doit Etre levee, pour 
le compte de ſa Majeſte Imperiale, 
ſous les conditions et de la manitre 
enoncee dans les deux octrois, dont 
la teneur eſt inſere a la fin de la 
preſente convention; ſa Majeſts Im- 
periale s'engageant ſolemnellement, 
vis-a-vis de fa Majeſtẽ Britannique, 
de pourvoir regulierement a Pacquit 
des payemens qui Echerront en ſuite 
du dit emprunt, de fagon que ces 
ayemens ne puiſſent jamais devenir 
© charge aux finances de la Grande 
Rar. . 


ARTICLE 11. 


En retour de ce qui eſt ſtipule 
dans l'article precedent, et au moyen 
de la levee du dit emprunt de quatre 
millions ſix cents mille livres ſterling, 
aſſurẽe par la garantie Britannique, 

fa Majeſtè Imperiale employera a ſes 
differentes armées, dans la cam- 
pagne prochaine, un nombre de 
troupes, qui non ſeulement ſera au 
moins de deux cents mille hommes 
effectifs, mais que ſa Majeſte Im- 
periale s efforcera de porter meme 
au deſſus de ce nombre, autant qu'il 
| ſera poſſible; et leſquelles troupes 
agiront contre Pennemi commun, en 
conformitẽ des diſpoſitions convenuCs 


dans un article ſecret, qui fait partie 


de la preſente convention. 


ARTICLE III. 


L' Empereur verra eee plaiſir 5 
qu'il ſoit deſtine a la fuite de ſes 
armées, de la part de {a Majeſté 


Britannique, des officiers gencraux, 
du autres perſonnes de confiance, a 
qui l'on fournira volontiers tous les 
renfeignemens, et toutes les in forma- 
tions nEceſſaires, ſur l' etat et les forces 
des armes, et fur le nombre des 
troupes dont elles ſeront compoſces ; 
et fi, pour faciliter et accelè rer la cor- 


reſp nden ce et les communications 


entre ks armes des deux Cours, fa 
Majeſtẽ 
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a 


tannic Majeſty engages to propoſe. 
to his Parliament to guaranty the re. 


gular payment of the half. yearly 


dividends, on the ſum of four mil. 
lions fix hundred thouſand pounds 


ſterling, which is, or is to be raiſed, 
on account of his Imperial Majeſty, 


on the terms and in the manner ſpeci- 
fed in the two engagements or oc. 
trois, the tenour of which is annexed 


to this convention ; his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty ſolemnly engaging to his Britan- 
nic Majeſty that he will -make due 


proviſion for the regular diſcharge of 


the payments which ſhall become due 


in conſequence of the ſaid loans, fo as 
that tbof 


e payments ſhall never fall as 
a burden on the finances of Great 
Britain. | 


ARTICLE iI. 


In return for the ſtipulation con · 
tained in the preceding article, and 


by the means of the ſaid loan of four 


millions fix hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling, aſſured by the guaranty of 
Great Britain, his Imperial Majeſty 


ſhall employ in his different armies, in 


the enſuing campaign, a number of 
troops, which ſhall not only amount 


at leaſt to two hundred thouſand 
effective men, but which his Impe- 
rial Majeſty will exert himſelf, as 
much as poſſible, to avgment even 


above that number; which troops 


ſhall a& againſt the common enemy, 
according to the diſpoſitions agreed 
upon by a ſecret article, forming 3 
part of this convention. 
ARTICLE III. 

The Emperor will ſee with pleaſurt 
the appointment of general officers, 
or other perſons of confidence, to be 


preſent with his armies on the part 


of his. Britaunic Majeſty, to whom 


all the neceſſary communication and 


information will be furniſned, with 
reſpect to the flate and ſtrength of the 
armies, and the number of troops of 


which they may conſiſt ; and it, in 


order to facilitate and promote the 
correſpondence and-communicat'on 
between the ar mies of the two pen 
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Majeſté Imperiale juge a propos 
d*envoyer quelqu* officier, ou autre 
_ perſonne, de ſa part, aux armées 
_ Angloiſes, ils regevront également 
des Generaux Commandants de fa 
MajeſtE Britannique toutes les 
marques de confiance les plus ana- 
logues a Punion Etroite heureuſement 
ſubſiſtante entre les deux Cours. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Il eſt convenu expreſſement que 
la ſirete du dit emprunt doit por- 
ter fur tous les revenus de tous les 
differens etits hEreditaires de fa Ma- 
jeſté Imperiale. Il ſera pris, de la 
part de ſa Majeſte Imperiale, dans 
chacun de ces etats reſpectifs, toutes 
les meſures neceſſaires pour donner 
au dit emprunt, et aux engagemens 
pour le payement regulier des divi- 
dendes, par ſemeſtre, qui Echerront 
en conſequence du dit emprunt, un 
plein et legal effet et validite; de 
ſorte que ſi jamais il arrivoit, par 
quelque raiſon que ce füt, qu'un 
payement quelconque etoit en retard, 
après Pepoque de ſon echeance, les 
porteurs des obligations déjà con- 
tratees, ou qui ſeront contractẽes, 
de la part de ſa Majeſté Imperiale, 
pour le dit emprunt, pourront pour- 
ſuivre en juſtice les receveurs ou 
treloriers des revenus de ſa Majeſté 
Imperiale, dans chacun des dits etats 
reſpectivement, au choix des dits por- 
teurs, et pour ront recouvrer deux, et 
de chacun d'eux, en due forme de loi, 
le montant complet de tel payement 
alnſi Echu, de la meme manière que les 
particuliers ſont admis dans les dits 


etats reſpedtivement de pourſuivre et 


de recouvre leurs juſtes droits contre 
d'autres particuliers. 
5 ARTICLE V. 

Si contre toute attente arrivoit 
jamais, qu'une partie quelconque 
des dividendes chu ſur les dits em- 
prunts, füt payee par le Gonverne- 
ment Britannique, en conſẽquence 
du deraut des payemens ſtipulés de 
la part de ſa Majeſtẽ Imperiale, il eſt 
ccnvenu, que de tels payemens ſe 
feront à la Banque d' Angleterre, et 
ſculement dans le cas od on remettra 
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his Imperial Majeſty ſhall think pro- 
per to ſend an officer, or other perſon, 
da his part, to the Engliſh armies, 


they ſhall, in like manner, receive 
from the Generals of his Britannie 


Majeſty all ſuch marks of confidence 


as are molt analogous to the intimate 


union ſo happily ſubſiſting between 
the two Courts. 


ARTICLE Iv. 


It is expreſly agreed, that the ſaid 
loan is to reſt on the ſecurity of all 
the revenues of all the different here- 


ditary dominions of his Imperial 


Majeſty. All the neceſſary meaſures 
ſhall be taken on the part of his Im- 
perial Majeſty, in each of the ſaid 
dominions reſpectively, to give full 
and legal effect and validity to the 
ſaid loan, and to the engagements for 
the regular payment of the half- yearly 
dividends which ſhall fall due in con- 
ſequence thereof, ſo that if at any 
time there ſnould happen, from what- 
ever cauſe, to be any delay in any of 
the payments, after the period of their 
falling due, the holders of the ſecuri- 
ties granted or to be granted, on the 
part of his Imperial Majeſty, for the 
ſaid loan, may ſue the receivers or 
treaſurers of his Imperial Majeſty's 
revenues, in any of the ſaid domi- 
nions reſpectively, at the option of 
ſuch holders," and may recover from 
them, or any of them, by due courie 
of law, the full amount of ſuch pay. 
ments having ſo fallen due, in the 


fame manner as any private indivi- 


duals are admitted in the faid domi- 
nions reſpectively to proſecute and 
recover their juſt rights againſt other 
private perſons. 2 5 | 


, "ARVIELE Fs 
If it ſhould ever happen that, con- 
trary to all expectation, any part of 
the dividends due on the ſaid loans 


ſhould, in confequence cf the failure 
of the payments ſtipulated to be made 


by his Imperial Majeſty, be paid by 
the Britiſh Government, it is agreed 
that ſuch payments ſhall be made at 
the Bank of England, and only on 


the delivery of the tallies or certifi- 


cates 
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autant qu'il fera nEceſlaire 


les coupons ou certificats des divi- 
dendes ainſi paytes reſpectivement; 
et chaque coupon ou certificat qui 


ſera ainh remis, ſervira de ſureté 


valable et legale, et donnera au por- 
teur le droit de pourſuivre tel rece- 
veur ou trẽſorier des revenus de ſa 
Majeſté Imperiale qu'il jugera à pro- 
pos, et dans tel etat herEditaire de fa 
dite Majeſts que bon lui ſemblera ; 
et de recouvrer d'eux, et de chacun 
d'eux, le montant complet de la 
ſommementionnee dans le dit coupon 
ou certificat, avec les interets de la 


dite ſomme, à raiſon de cinq pour 
cent par an, à compter de la date du 
payement effectuẽ par le Gouverne- 
ment Britannique. Et d' autant que, 


dlans les conditions arretees pour la 


levee du dit emprunt, 1] ek convenu, 


qu'il fera mis en depot dans Ja 
Banque d*Angleterre, comme ſarets 
ſubſidiaire du dit emprunt, des 
actions hy pothécaires de la Banque 


de Vienne, pour une ſomme dans la 


oportion de quatre à trois de 
'emprunt à lever; il eſt arreté de 
plus, que dans le cas d'un tel paye- 
ment quelconque effectuè par le 
Gouvernement Britannique, le gou- 
verneur et la compagnie de la dite 
Banque d' Angleterre ſeront autoriſes 
A retirer du dit dEpot une quantiié 


ſuffiſante des dites actions, pour 


porter la proportion a quatre Irvres 
ur chaque trois, ainfi payees par 
je Gouvernement Britannique: Et le 


dit Gouvernement pourra ſe ſervir de 


ces actions, ſoit comme une ſurett᷑ ou 
droit de reclamation ſur la Banque 
de Vienne, juſqu' au rembourſement 
de la dite ſomme avec ſes intErets, 
ou il pcurra des lors les nEgocier en 


our 
effect uer ce rembourſement, Klon 
que le dit Gouvernement le jugera 
plus convenable, et que la quantite 
d'act ions ainh retiree, ſera miſe a 
. Fencontre ou dEduite de telle quan- 
tits d'actions, qui, ielon les termes 


du dit emprunt, pourroit dans la ſuite 


etre retiree du dit dEpot, à meſure du 
1achat giaduvel des obligations et du 
payement des annuités, d'apres ce 
qui eſt ſpecific dans les conditions 
du dit emprunt. Rs, | 
AR- 
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cates of the dividends ſo reſpeftively 
paid.; and every ſuch tally or certif. 
cate ſo delivered up ſhall be a valid 
and legal ſecurity, fo as to enable 
the holder thereof to ſue any of the 


receivers or treaſurers of his Imperial 


ajeſty's revenues in any of his do- 


minions aforeſaid, at the option of 


ſuch holder, and to recover from 
them, or any of them, the full amount 
of the ſum expreſſed in ſuch tally or 


certificate, with intereſt thereon at 


the rate of five per cent. per annum, 
to be reckoned from the date of the 
payment made by the Britiſh Govern- 
ment. And whereas it is provided, 


in the terms agreed upon for railing 


the faid loans, that, as a collateral 
ſecurity for the ſaid loans, there ſhall 
be depoſited in the Bank of England 
mortgage actions of the Bank of 
Vienna, for a ſum, in the proportion 
of four to three of the loan to be ſo 
raiſed ; it is further agreed, that the 
governor and company of the ſaid 
Bank ſhall, in caſe of any ſuch pay- 
ment as aforefaid being made by the 
Britiſh Government, be authoriſed to 
withdraw from the ſaid depoſit ſuch 
a quantity of the ſaid actions, as ſhall 
be required to make up at leaſt the 
proportion of four pounds for every 
three which ſhall be ſo paid by the 
Britiſh Government, to be by the ſaid 
Government either uſed as a ſecurity 
or claim upon the Bank of Vienna, 
until repayment of the ſaid ſum, and 
of the intereſt due thereon, or nego- 
tiated at the time to ſuch extent as 
may be neceſſary in order to effect 
ſuch reimburſement, according as to 
the ſaid Government may ſeem molt 
eligible; and that the quantity of 
actions ſo withdrawn ſhall be de- 
ducted from or ſet off againſt ary 
quantity, which, according to the 
terms of the ſaid loan, might there- 
after be to be withdrawn from the 
faid 3 in proportion to the 
gradual redemption of the bonds, 
and the payment of the annuities, 
as is pevified in the conditions of 


the laid loan, 


ARTICLE VI, 


Ft #autant que certaines avances 5 
vont £16 faites de la part du Gouverne- 


ment Britannique 2 fa Majeſte Im- 
| periale, à compte et par forme 
di'emprunt; il ett arret6 que les dites 


avances ſcrontrembourtees a Londres, 


dans le cours de la prefente annee, 
contre la reſtitution des recepifſes 
fournies par les GEneraux command - 
ants en chef de Parmee Imperiale, 
et conformEment aux ſommes por- 
ties dans les dites recepilles:; Ces 


avances ſeront rembourſees au plũu- 


tard, en deux parties egales, dans les 
deux mois de Novembre et de Decem- 
bre, de fagon que le total ſoit rem- 


bourſe avant Fexpiration' de Ja pre- - 


ARTICLE VII. 
La prẽ ſente convention ſera ratifice 
de part et d' autre, ſans aucun delai, 
et Pechange des ratifications, expe- 


_ dices en. dues formes, fe fera dans 


Veſpace de deux mois, au platard, 


En foi de quoi, nous ſbuſſignẽs, | 


munis des pleinpouvoirs de leurs 
Majeſtes Imperiale et Britannique, 
avons en leurs noms ligne le preſent 


de nos armes. 


Fait à Vienne, le 4 Mai, 179 ß 
G.. s.) Le Bd Tuveur. 


Suit la Teneur Premier Octroi. 


FRANCOIS, par la Grace de 
_ Empereur des Romains, &c, 


A tous ceux quĩ ces preſentes ver- 
ront, ſalut: Les dEpenſes que nous 
lommes dans le cas de faire pour 
continuer nos efforts contre un enne- 
mi -leſtrueur, exigeant que, ſans 
trep ſurcharger nos ſujets, nous 
nous procurions des refſources extra- 
CCC 


acte, et y avons fait appoſer le cachet 
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ARTICLE vi. 


And whereas certain advances 
have been made by the Britiſh Go- 


vernment to his Imperial Majeſty, 
on account and by way of loan; it is 


agreed that the {ame ſhall be repaid 


at London in the courſe of the pre- 


ſent year, in exchange for the receipts 

iven by the Generals commanding 
in chief the Imperial army, and con- 
formably to the ſums contained in 
the ſaid receipts, The faid advances 
ſhall be reimburſed at lateſt, in twa 
equal parts, in the months of No- 
vember and December, ſo that the 
total ſhall be reimburſed before the 
expiration of the preſent year. * 


ARTICLE vi. N 
The preſent convention ſhall be 
ratified on each fide without any delay, 


and the exchange of the ratifications, 


expedited in due form, ſhall be made 
within the ſpace of one month at 


In witneſs whereof we, the under - 
ſigned, being furniſhed with the full 
v. of their Imperial and Britiſh 

aje ſties, have in their names ſigned 
the preſent act, and have thereto ſet 
the ſeal of our arm. | 


Done at Vienna, the 4th day of 


May, 1795. SE; 


(L. s.) Moron EDEN. 


Tenour of the Firſt Octroĩ. 


FRANCIS, by the Grace of God, 
Emperor of the Romans, &c. &c. 


To all thoſe who Hall fre theſe 
preſents, greeting: The expences 


which we find it neceſſary to incur, 


for continuing our effarts againſt a 
deſtructive enemy, requiring that, 
without too far burdening our ſub- 
jects, we ſhould procure. extraordi: 
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ordinaires; nous, par avis de nos 


tres-cher, chers et teaux, les T're- 


ſoricr-GEneral, Conleillers et Com- 
mis de nos Domaines et Finances, 
avons à la deliberation de ſon Al- 
teſſe Royale, notre tiꝭs- cher et bien- 


aime, l' Archiduc Charles Louis 


d' Autriche, Prince Royal de Hongrie 
et de Boheme, notre Lieutenant- 
Gouverneur et Capitaine- Général 
des Pays Bas, et oui notre Chancelier 
de Cour, avons réſolu de faire en 
Angleterre un emprunt, conforme- 
ment aux clauſes et conditions ſui- 
vantes. . 78 


1. II ſera ouvert, dans la ville de 


Londres, chez Walter Boyd, Paul 
Benfield, et Jacques Drummond, 
nẽgocians a Londres, ſous la raiſon 
de Boyd, Benfield, et Compagnie, 
banquiers de fa Majeſte, nommes a 
cet effet, un emprunt de trois millions 
de livres ſterling, payable en argent 
comptant. 2 
2. Une partie de cet emprunt con- 
ſiſtera en obligations qui ſeront ſig - 
nees des dits Boyd, Benfield, et Com- 
pagnie, ou par un des individus qui 
compoſent la dite maiſon; et ces 


obligations pourront Etre de telles 


mes qu'on jugera a-propos. 

3. Il fera forme de ces obliga- 
tions pour un capital de deux mil- 
lions cinq cent mille livres ſterling, 
portant intErets A trois pour cent 
par an. Les preteurs ne pourront 
en exiger le rembourſement; mais 
nous nous neleryons la faculté de 
les rembourſer au pair, c'elt-a-dire 
2 raifon de cent livres ſterling d'ar- 
gent pour cent livres ſterling de ca- 


pital. 


einq cent mille livres ſterling, ſera 
Evaluẽ᷑ aux piEteurs I ſoixante livres 

ſterling d'argent pour cent livres 

ſterling de capital. | 


_ Egalement ſignées par la dite maiſon 
de Boyd, Benfield, et Compagnie, 


ou par un des individus qui com- 


polent la dite maiſon, portant Pen. 
gagement 


E 


nary reſources; we have, by the 


advice of our moſt dear, our dear and 


truſty the Treaſurer- General, Coun. 


cillors and Commiſſioners of our 
Domains and Finances, and upon 
the deliberation of his Royal High- 
neſs, our moſt dear and well- beloved 
brother, the Archduke Charles 
Lewis of | Auſtria, Prince Royal of 
Hungary and Bohemia, our Lieu. 
tenant- Governor and Captain-Ge. 
neral of the Low Countries, our 


Chancellor of Law having been 


heard, reſolved to raiſe a loan in Eng. 
land, conformably to the clauſes and 


conditions following. 


hs A loan of three millions of 
pounds ſterling, payable in ready 
money, ſhall be opened in the city 


of London, at the houſe of Walter 


Boyd, Paul Benfield, and James 


Drummond, Merchants, in London, 


in the firm of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. 
Bankers to his Majeſty, appointed for 


that purpoſe. | | 
2. A part of the ſaid loan ſhall 


conſiſt in bonds, to be ſigned by the 


ſaid Meſſrs. Boyd, Benfield, and Co, 


or by one of the individuals belonging 
to the ſaid firm; and thoſe bonds may 
be for ſuch ſums as ſhall be judged 


N | 

3. A capital of two millions five 
hundred thouſand pounds fterling 
ſhall be raiſed by thoſe bonds, bear- 
ing intereſt at three per cent. per 
annum. - The lenders ſhall not de- 
mand the repayment thereof, but we 
reſerve to ourſelf the right of redeem- 


ing them at par, viz. at the rate of 


one hundred pounds ſterling in 
money, for one hundred pounds ſter- 


BS ling of capital. 
4. Ce capital de deux millions 


4. The ſaid capital of two mil- 
lions five hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling ſhall be valued to the lenders 
at ſixty pounds ſterling in money for 


one hundred pounds ſterling of ca- 
| 2 N pital. 5 
5. L'autre partie de cet emprunt 

eonſiſtera en obligations qui ſeront 


5. The reſidue of the ſaid loan 
ſhall conſiſt in bonds, to be likewiſe 
ſigned by the ſaid houſe of Boyd, 
Benfield, and Co. or by one of the 


individuals belonging thereto, con- 
taining an engagement to pay, — 


— 


_4xTxE_ XX rt CY OR 


mais 
toute 
eie f 
invart 
Cant 


qu'il 


amo 
: Jo 


gagement de payer, pendant vingt- 
eing ans, des annuités à raiſon de 
dix pour cent du capital fourni; et 


ces annuités, pendant vingt-cinq. 


ans, tiendront lieu, aux preteurs, 


tant du capital que des interets ſur. 


cette partie de Femprunt. | 
6. Il y aura en tout de ces an- 
nuites, pour cent cinquante mille 
livres ſterling, qui, à raiſon de cent 
livres de capital pour dix livresd'an- 
rruitès, produiront la ſomme d'un 
million cinq cent mille livres ſterling, 
taiſant l'autre partie del emprunt. 
7, Les interets des obligations I 
trois pour cent, et Jes annnites A 
terme, prendront cours du premiere 


Mai, 1794, et ſcront payés de fix. 


mois en fix mois, au premiere Mai 
tt au premiere Novembre de chaque 
ani te, chez les dits Boyd, Benfield, 


et Compagnie, ou au bureau qui ſera 


den gnẽ par cux 2 cet effet. 


8. Quoique es rembovrſemens 
des capitaux des rentes A trois pour 
rent ne ſoient exigibles en aucun 
temps, nous nous engageons nẽan- 
moins de faire remettre à la dite 
maiſon de Boyd, Benfield, et Com- 
pagnie, une ſomme de cinq mille 
livres ſterling par mois, pendant 
Yeſpace de vingt ein ans, que du- 
reront les armuits, Pavel forme 
de cing mille livres fterling par 
mois, pendant Peſpace de Wngt- 
einq ans, ou ſoixante mille livres 
tterling par an, ſera employee par la 
dite maiſon de Boyd, Benfield, et 
Compagnie, ſous la ſurveillance ou 
le controle de cinq perſonnes (qui 
kront nommẽes par nous à cet effet) 
au rachat, au prix du jour, des 
obligations: portant intErEt A trois 
pour cent; et non ſeulement les dites 
onante nutle livres ſterling par an, 
mals auſſi les int Erëts p: ovenants de 
toutes les cites obligations qui auront 
tt ſueceſſivement rachetezs, ſeront 
nvariabilement employes à Pachat_ 
dautres des dites obligations, afin 
Pu wit ainſi maintenu un fond 
mortiſſement annuel, pour le rachat 
Vor. HI. = 0, 172-5 WH 
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the term of twenty-five years, annuĩ - 
ties at the rate of ten per cent. of the 

capital lent ; and the faid annuities 

for twenty-five years ſhall be in full 
to the lenders, as well for the capital 


as for the intereſt on this part of the 


loan. | | 
6. Theſa'd annnities ſhall amount 
in the whole to one hundred and fifty 


thouſand pounds ſterling, which, at 
the rate of one hundred pounds ca- 
p'tal for ten pounds annuity, will pro- 
duce the ſum of one million five 
hundred theuſand pounds {terling, 
forming the other part of the ſaid 
en the? Re 

7. The intereft of the bonds, at 
three per cent. and the annuities for 
the term, ſhall he computed from the 
firſt of May 1794, and ſhall be paid 


half. yea ly, on the firſt of May and 


the firft of November in each year, at 
the houſe of the ſaid Meſſrs. Boyd, 
B:nficld, and Co. or at the office which 
ſthall be appointed by them for that 
purpoſe. ' 

8. Althoughtheredemption of the 
capital frock of perpetual annuities 


at three per cent. is not demandable 


at any period, we engage, neverthe- 
leſs, to remit to the faid houte of 
Boyd, Benfield, and Co. the ſum of 


| five thoufand pounds ſterling, month- 


ly, during the term of twenty five 
years, for which the annuities ſail 
continue; which ſum of five thon - 
ſand pounds fterling, per month, 
during the term of twenty- five years, 
or ſixty thouſand pounds 8 
annum, ſhall be applied by the ſaid 
houſe of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. 
under the direction and controul of 


five perſons (who ſhall be appointed 


by us for that purpoſe), to the buying 
up, at the mai ket price, of the bonds 
bearing intereft at three per cent.; 
and not only the ſaid ſum of ſixty 
thouſand pounds ſterling per annum, 
but alſo the intereſt accruing from all 
the bonds which ſhall have been 
fuccefſively bopght up, ſhall be in- 
variably applied to the purchaſe of 
other bonds, for the purpoſe of thus 
keeping. up an annual tmking fund 


for the redemprion of the ſaid bonds, 
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de ces obligations juſqu'a leur ex- 
tlinction, de loixante mille livres ſter- 
ſing par an, augmeniẽ par les interets 
de toutes les obligations qui auront 
t tẽ ſucceſſivement rachetèes. 


9. Les obligations, Ala tete deſ-. 


quclles le prelent octroi ſera impri- 
me, ſeront conguẽs en ces termes; 
ſavoir, | 


_  Celles portant . intEret annuel de 
trois pour cent. | | 
5 *6; ou 

* cjalement commis par fa Ma- 
« jeſte Imperiale et Royale Apo- 

« ſtolique, 


« regu. de la ſomme 
SN „„man 
«« ſterling, pour leſquels, en no- 


tre ſuſdite qualité, nous 1 

« payerons un interet annuel, 
c en deux termes, de 

Ly 
L 


ment Echerra le 144 Novembre, 
« 1794, et cela juſqu' au rachat 
du dit capital, qui ſera fait con- 
©« formẽment a l'octroi ci · deſ- 
« ſus.” 5 5 WES. 


« Fait à Londres, le 


Et pour les obligations en an- 
i 
LNous ſouſſignẽs, a ce ſpe- 
% _cialement commis par ſa Ma- 
«6 jeſte Imperiale et Royale Apo- 
cc ſtolique, reconnoiſſons avoir regu 


% de la ſomme 
«© de | | livres 
« ſterling, pour leſquels, en 
«© notre fuſdite qualité, nous 


r payerons, pen- 
« dan: vingt-cing années, la 
« ſomme de ; 
, tiendra lieu tant du capital que 
« des intéréts.““ e 

« Faita Londres, le 


10. Afin de pourvoir à la ſurete 
tant du capital que des intErets an- 
nuels de cet emprunt, et pour donner 
a cette occaſion les ſuretẽs conve- 
' nables et les plus ſatisfaiſantes; nous 
engageons et affectons par ces. pré- 


ſentes, 
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amount of fixty thouſand pounds 


ſouſſignes, à ce ſpẽ- 


reconnoiflons avoir 


ſterling, dont Je premier paie- 


laquelle 


until their final extinction, to the 


ſterling per annum, augmented by 
the intereſt of all the bonds which 
ſhall have been ſucceſſively bought 


= The bonds, at the head of 5 
which the preſent octroi ſhall be 1 
printed, ſhall be conceived in theſe = 
terms, Viz, 1 d 
For thoſe bearing an annual intereſt | : 
of three 7 cent. | Fo 
„We, the underſigned, being * 

, thereto ſpecially authoriſed by 
% his Imperial and Royal Apo- vi 
&« ſtolic Majefly, acknowledge to 2 

e have received 0 5 pa 

te the ſum of pounds ne 

e ſterling, for which, in our ſaid et 

„ quality, we will pay h pa 
a yearly intereſt, in two pay- ca 
„ments, of 5 ſter- ter 
ling, the firſt payment whereof des 
«« will be due on the firſt of No- log: 


vember 1794, and to continue | et 


46 till the redemption of the ſaid ok 

© capital, which ſhall be made | pou 
te conformably to the above oc- ho 
4c trol. | „ 1 
„ Done at London, the dit « 
m 

And for the bonds for the annu- Con 
ities for a term. ; vron 
« We, the underſigned, being dA; 

© thereto ſpecially authoriſed by caire 

his Imperial and Royal Apo- une 
_* ſtolic Majeſty, acknowledge io milie 
«© have received of teret 
© the ſum of . pounds capit; 
e“ ſterling, for which, in our {aid et 3 
„ quality, we will pay h dur- tions, 
ing twenty-five years, the ſum | cent, 
40 of” which ſhall be in 2 terg 
« full, both for th: ſaid capital quanti 
« and for the intereſt. | Vienne 
FS. 5 "Fe et aux 

« Done at London, the 

10. In order to provide for the ſecu- 13. 
rity both of the capital and the yearly W une pc 
intereſt of this loan, and to give upon danny; 
this occaſion the moſt ſatisfactory Wl qui au- 
and proper ſecurities, we engage an" lerling 
aſſign, by theſe preſents, to thole nn don de 
| wt, . wo vols et h 


Londres, 
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ſchtes, envers ceux qui fourniront au who ſhall fumiſh the ſaid loan, the 
dit emprunt, Pexcreſcence quitte et | 
libre de toute charge de tous nos re- 


venus royaux à concurrence de la 
dite ſomme, et ſpẽcialement les reve- 


nus de nos provinces des Pays Bas. 

11. Nous nous engageons, en ou- 
tre, de faire remettre, à notre choix, 
ſoit A la maĩſon de Veuve de Nettine 


et Fils, à Bruxelles, ſoit à celle de 
Boyd, Benfield, et . 1 a 

onctuellement de ſix mois 
en ſix mois, avant le premier Mai 
et premier Novembre de chaque an- 
nee, la valeur de deux cent quatre- 


vingt-cing mille livres ſterling par 
an, pendant l'eſpace de vingt-cinq 


ans, en tant que cette ſomme ſera 
neceſſaire pour operer les paiemens 
et les achats des capitaux ſtipulẽs 
par cet o&roi, de maniere que les 


deniers nẽceſſaires A Vacquit des in- 
terets et des annuites, et au rachat 
des obligations, ſoient realiſes entre 


les mains des dits Boyd, Benfield, 


et Compagnie, à temps pour les 


echẽances de chaque ſemeſtre, et 


pour les achats tous les mois. 


12. Pour la sürete ſubſidiaire du 


dit emprunt, il ſera dẽpoſé entre les 
mains des dits Boyd, Benfield, et 
Compagnie, qui, de leur cots, de- 
vront en faire depot a la Banque 


d'Angleterre, des actions hypothẽ - 


caires de la Banque de Vienne, pour 
une ſomme de la valeur de quatre 
millions livres ſterling, portant in- 
terct A cinq pour cent. montant des 
capitaux nominaux de cet emprunt; 
et à meſure du rachat des obliga- 
tions, portant intEret A trois pour 
cent, et du paiement des annuités 
a terme, il ſera retire du depot une 
quantite d*aftions de la Banque de 
Vienne, proportionẽe aux paiemens 
tt aux achats qui auront été faits. 


13, Les preteurs recevront chacun 
une portion Egale d' obligations et 
dannuitès; de maniere que celui 
qui aura ſouſerit pour cent livres 
lerling d' argent, recevra une obliga- 
non de quatre - vingt- trois livres ſix 
dals et huit deniers ſterling, portant 

| | | Az 


clear ſurplus, free from all charge, 
of all our royal revenues, to the 


amount of the ſaid ſum, and eſpeci- 


ally the revenues of our provinces 


of the Low Countries. 
11. We further engage to remit, 


at our option, either to the houſe 
of the Widow Nottine and Son, at 
Bruſſels, or to that of Boyd, Ben- 
field, and Co. at London, punctu- 


ally every ſix months, before the 


firſt of May and the firſt of No- 
vember in each year, the amount of 


two hundred and eighty- ſive thouſand 


pounds ſterling per annum, co 
the term of twenty-five years, ſo 
far as the ſaid ſum ſhall be neceſſary 


for diſcharging the payments and 
redeeming the capitals, as ſtipulated 


by this octroi; ſo that the funds 
neceſſary for the payment of the in- 
tereſt and the annuities, and for the 
buying up the bonds, ſhall be rea- 
liſed in the hands of the ſaid Meſſrs. 
Boyd, Benfield, and Co. in time, 
when each halt-yearly payment be- 
comes due, and for the purchaſes in 
each month. | 
12. As a collateral ſecurity for 
the ſaid loan, there ſhall be depoſited 
in the hands of the ſaid Meſſrs. 
Boyd, Benfield, and Co. to be de- 

ofited by them in the Bank of Eng- 
Jand, actions in mortgage of the Bank 
of Vienna, to the amount in value 
of the ſum of four millions ſterling, 
bearing intereſt at the rate of five 
per cent. on the amount of the no- 


minal capitals of this Ioan; and, ac- 
cording to the gradual redemption 


of the bonds bearing intereſt at three 
per cent. and of the payment of the 
annuities for the term, a quantity of 
actions of the Bank of Vienna ſhalt 
be withdrawn from the ſaid depoſit, 
in proportion to, the payments aud 
redemptions which ſhall have been 


made. 


13. Each of the lenders ſhall re- 
ceive an equal portion of bonds and 
annuities, ſo that ſuch of them who 
ſhall have ſubſcribed one hundred 


pounds ſterling in money will receive 


a bond for eighty-three pounds ſix 
ſhillings and eight pence ſterling, 
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dant vingt-cing ans. 


 Mandons en conſ{&quence à tous 

ceux qu'il appartient, de ſe 16gler 
et conformer ſelon ce; renongons au 
ſurplus par ces pre ſentes, tant pour 
nous, que pour nos heritiers et ſue- 


ceſſcurs, à toute et quelconque ex- 


cept ion et bẽnẽſice, tel qu'il puiſſe 
etre, dont on voudroit fe ſervir pour 
diminuer cu affoibl'r les obligations 


que nous contratons par ces pré - 


ſentes, et dont nous aſſurons et pro- 


mettons l' exact et inviolable accom- 


pliſſement; et det ogeons, pour cette 


fois, aux ordonnances et inſtructious 


qui exiſtent pour la conduite et di- 
rection de nos domaines et finances, 
par leſquels il eſt defendu de les aliẽ- 
ner, vendre, engager, ſoit en tout, ſoit 


en partic, dont nous avons releve, 


et relevons, cenx de notre conſeil des 
domaines et finances, ceux de notre 
chambre des comptes, et tous autres 
que ce regardera. Les déchargeons 


en . confequence, pour ce cas, du 


ſerment qu'ils ont prete fur Pobſery- 
ance et Pexecution des memes or- 
donnances et inſtructions, leſquelles 
reſteront neanmoins pour tous autres 


cas, points et articles, en leur pleine 


orce et vigueur; et ſeront ces memes 
preſentes exhibées tant ceux de 


notre conſeil des domaines et finances, 


que de notre chambre des comptes 
aux Pays Bas, pour y etre reſpec- 
tivement vErifices, enterinces et en- 
- xegiltrees, ſelon leur forme et teneur, 
et enſuite etre remiſes a la maiſon de 
Boyd, Benficld, et Compagnie, A 

Londres, pour la süreté des intér- 


Car tel eſt notre bon plaĩfir. 


En témoignage de quoi, nous a- 


vons ſignẽ les prẽſentes, et nous y 


avons fait mettre notre grand ſcel. 


Donne a notre quarticr- general, en 
la ville de Tournay, le dix-huit Mai, 
I'an de grace mil fept cent quatre- 
Vingt-quatorze, et de ngs regnes de 

| Nh Empire 
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' Int&ret à trois pour cent. et une au- 

tre obſigat ion pour le paiement d'une 
annuité de cing livres ſterling, pen - 


bearing intereſt at three per cent. 


and another bond for the payment 
of an annuity of five pounds ſterling 
foy twenty-five years. . 


We therefore command all whom. 


it may concern to govern and con- 


form themſelves accordingly : We 


renounce, moreover, bytheſe preſents, 
as well for ourſelf, as for our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, all exceptions and ad- 
vantages whatſoever, which might 
be claimed. for. diminiſhing or inva- 
lidating the obligations which we 
have contracted by theſe preſents, 
and of which we aſſure and promiſe 
the exact and inviolable accompliſh- 
ment ; and we derogate, in this in- 
ſtance, from the ordinances and in- 
ſtructions now exiſting for the con- 
duct and direction of our domains 
and finances, by which it is prohi- 
bited to alienate, ſell, or charge them, 


either in the whole or in part; from 


which we have releaſed, and do re- 
leaſe, thoſe of our council for our 
domains and finances, thoſe of our 
chamber of accounts, and all others 
whom it may concern. We diſ- 
charge them in conſequence, on this 
ere e from the oath which they 
have taken for the obſervance and 
execution of the ſaid ordinances and 
inſtructions, which, nevertheleſs, in 
all other caſes, points, and articles, 
ſhall remain- in their full force and 
vigour. And theſe preſents ſhall be 
exhibited” as well 10 thoſe of our 
council of domains and finances, as 


of our chamber of accounts, in the 


Low Countries, to be there relpec- 
tively verified, corfirmed, and re- 
giſtered, according to their form and 
tenour, and afterwards tranſmittcd 
to the houſe of Boyd, Benfield, and 


Co. at London, for the ſecurity of 


the concerned. 8 
For ſuch is our good pleaſure. 


In witneſs whereof we have ſignedl 


theſe preſents, and cauſed our great 


ſeal to be ſet thereto. Given at ur 


head quarters in the city of Tour- 


nay, the 18th of May, in the year 
of our Lord 1794, and of our reigns | 
of the Roman Empire the eos 5 


U * r + 


verront, ſalut: 


tel eſt notre ben plaiũr. 


1 
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de Hongrie et de Boheme le troi- 


ſiems. 


(Signed) FRANCIS, 


Suit la Teneur du ſecond Octrol. 


FRANCO IS, par la grace de 
Dieu, Empereur des Romains, &c. 
&c. A tous ceux qui ces preſentes 

Les beſoins de notre ſervice exi- 
geant une augmentation de reſſources 
extraordinaires, nous avons xc ſolu 
d'ouvrir un nouvel emprunt d'un 


million et fix cents mille livres ſter- 
ling, chez Walter Boyd, Paul Ben- 


field, et Jacques Drummond, nẽgo- 
cians 2 Londres, ſous la raiſon de 
Boyd, Benfield, et Compagnie, .aux 


memes engagemens, conditions et 


Uipulations que celui de trois mil- 
lions de livres ſterling, qui a E:E ou- 
vert chez eux pour notre compte, par 
octroi du dix-buitieme Mai, 1794; 
leſquels engagemens, conditions et 
ſtipulations ſont tenus ici pour inſẽ- 
rEs, en raiſon de la proportion qui 
exiſte entre les ſommes capitales des 
deux emprunts; bien entendu, que 
pour la süreté des pretebrs, tant de 
ceux qui ſe ſont interefles, du qui 
s' intereſſeront encore dans le premier 
emprunt de trois millions de livres 
ſterling, que de ceux qui prendront 
part au preſent, nous engageons, af- 
fectons et y deſtinons, par le pjEſent 
ot oi, tous nos revenus royaux, dans 
nos etats herEditaires, royaumes et 
provinces, ſans except ion; nous ob- 


| ligeant au ſurplus, pour augmenter 


encore cette $firetE pour le ſecond 


emprunt, comme nous Favons fait 


pour le premier, de faire remettre A 
titre & kypothTque ſubſidiaire aux 
dits Boyd, Benfield, et ele. 
des actions hypothecaires de la Banque 
de Vienne, portant un intEret de 
cinqꝗ pour cent. pour une ſomme 
proportiont᷑e à ce meme ſecond em- 
prunt, ſur le pied ftipule dans Par- 
ticle 12 de Pottroi du dix-huitieme 
Mat, 1794, reclamẽ ci-deſſus, Car 


En 


* 


third year. | = 
TRAUTT T „„. 


By TE EMPEROR AND KING. 


P. DU RIEUx. 


Tenour of the ſecond Octroĩi. 


FRANCIS, by the grace of God, 
Emperor of the Romans, &c. &c. 


To all who ſhall ſee theſe preſents, 


greeting : 


The wants of our ſervice requiring 


an augmentation of extraordinary re- 


ſources, we have reſolved to open a 
new loan of one million ſix hundred 
thouſand pounds fterling, at the 
houſe of Walter Boyd, Paul Ben- 
field, and James Drummond, mer- 
chants, at London, under the firm 
of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. upon 
the ſame engagements, conditions, 


and ſtipulations as that of three mil- 
lions ſterling, already opened by * 
th 


on our account, by the octroĩ o 
18th of May 1794; which engage 


ments, conditions, and ſtipulations 


ſhall be deemed to be herein inſerted, 
at the ſame rate of proportion as 
exiſts between the capital ſums of the 
two loans; provided that, for the 
Tecurity of the lenders, as well thoſe 
who are or ſhall be concerned in the 
firſt loan of three millions ſterling, as 
thoſe who ſhall be parties in the pre- 
ſent, we engage, aſſign, and deftine 
thereto, by the preſent oQroi, all 


our royal revenues, in our bereditary 


dominions, kingdoms, and provinces, 
without exception; engaging, more- 


"over, in further augmentation of the 


ſecurity for the ſecond loan, as we 
have done for the firſt, W remit, as 2 
coliateral ſecurity, to the faid Meflt s, 
Boyd, Benfield, and Co. actions in 
mortgage of the Bank of Vienna, 
bearing an intereſt of five per cent. 
for a Ba proportioned to this ſe- 
cond loan, upon the footing ſtipu- 
lated by the 12th article of the octroi 
of the 218th of May 1794, above 
recited, For ſuch is our good plea- 


„ REIN 9 — 
5 


ure. 


Ia 


3 


* 


* 
* 
11 — 


WI?" IF . 
— WIEN 


2 


hr wp ape ett eng 


Pre oa Ba, coke 


xg 7 F 2 
PE 8 = 2 * 8 
8 * - * * — 
n 


S nee 3 r = 2X. Wage anne 
— — — E MAAC . 25 * 
— . oh - IS ELL Kory $: f — 8 : 2 — — 
N : , 1 - —— +7 ET. Tt. EIS, N 
* 7 — — a —— 5 7 — _——- tre 
8 . — — - — 
SSS 8 2 X 4 7 70 be 7 4 
” L * 4 rn — ES ; <p 


— 
<a... +: 


3 


Der 4c. 


E Ne 


— 
L- = - 
8 bu oe or ng: — - f 2 — 7 
— "<a, - > 4 — Ra, — - 2 I - of ict 4 . - 
* 2 ; 5 5 — : © XC ON 2 — ITeY 8 * $4 8 ws N . 
Be: _—_— ar oY FI fo Le: : l þ 8 2 p 
3 —— b : 5 — — * q YEE FU? 3, 
ap ha. > . 4 5 ROS ig Ly 2 — . 


- 


2 


— EROS 
e 


CHE —— EN 


8 W 4 43 5 2 > 
8 — * bh _—_— RV A D * 0 = 
2 . 1 "A; Fra! . A. "awed 88 2 Tg . 
* Ki 2 - * : 7 ph vgs wa . 
2» x = 2231 8 7 7 4 3 Re ps * 3 
e ET 7 75 — n "> . ow | ” 
r 3 L 2 
* > A eee tot es 
fn 


S; OF 


* Twp 5 
FW . 
Rt SE ang 


er e 
— a>. + — 
by ms we for 7 
E 

8 


— 


— 
* 
5 > — 1 * 
* — - 
= ES oe 
8 Ox 


r 
* r 


> 
— 


4 = 

SIT = g 

> ts. ————ů — ů ——˙ — _ 
22 2 Dr Pp 2 


— — —_ 


— — 0 — — 


ry 


— opts. vs hl ant — 2 
— 8 — GED. - 7 
= : 
5 


— — — 


Ser 2 D A r 2 Bron | ED RENE, 
8 
7 


r 
e 


Te Fg 


— — — 22 
* KF”, 


* TH. 
| * 
T 
i 
14 
{ 
. * 

4 
13K Jg 
$3" 

: . 
N * 
: : 
#3134 
1 0 U 
i, 9 
— 1 
1 7 
* 
119 te 
2 > 
5 Wh „ 
ie 
. 11 
7 bi d 
; 15388 
ing $156 
4 $5 5234 
* 4 
1 101 
* 1 
v4 4 A 
1 7 a. 
L 
þ i 
$+4Þ& 4 
: 75 
1 
1 
my 
9 7 "4 i 
: 1 
2 
19 
t 1 1. f 


— — 2 2 nn — 
— — 


— — — — — n Wee ee. ff” ooo ͤvr2 
5 — —ͤ— * 3 : 


bn — — 


ö 
———— 
* 


sas SUMS PAID FROM THE DUTCHY OF CORNWALL, 


© En temoignagede quoi nous avons 
ſigné les preſentes, et y avons fait 
mettre notre grand ſcel. Donne a 
Vienne, le quatrieme Mai, I'an mil 
fept cent quatre-vingt-quinze, et de 
nos regnes de PEmpire Romain et 
_etats heErEditaires le troiſieme. 


(Signed) FRANCIS. 


In witneſs whereof we have ſigned 
theſe preſents, and cauſed our great 
ſeal to be ſet thereto. Given at 
Vienna, the 4th of May, in the year 
of our Lord 1795, and of our reigns 


of the Roman Empire and of the he. 
reditary dominions the third year. 


oo EE ANTT ». 
By THE EMPEROR AND KING. 


BR” ne = 


* 


13 ANACCOUNT 
Of the ſeveral Sums paid from the Revenues of the Dutchy of 
Cornwall during the Minority of his Royal * 55 the 


Prince of Wales, in purſuance of his Majeſty's 


coun terfigned by the Lords Commillioners of the Treaſury, 
with the Dates of ſuch Warrants. Is 


21ſt July 1763ͤ 
21ſt May 1765 
21ſt July 1766 x 
dth July 1768 
7th April 1769 


6th April 1770 - 


3d April i971 = 


Toth April 1772 


23d May 1773 * + 
4th Auguſt 179794 
24th April 1975 = 


27th April 1776 * 
Ma 


_ 29th May 1777 = 
16th April 1778 
26th April 19799 = 
2&h June 1780 
21ſt May 19381 « 
25th-March 1982 
„ 


. « . WES 8,603 


5 CZ 12,000 
7 20,000 
. 16,478 
12,500 
— 11.8000 
Eo 17,000 

> 8,700 
29 8 13, 00 
— 12,800 
— 8, ooo 
- 12,000 
— _ 12,950 
— 9,720 
— 152904 

. 


— 


o Oe ˙ o o 


— 15,700. 
— 8,65 8 
„ 


Ee] 0000000000000000mn00 


L 233,764 11 


arrants, 
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PAPERS RELATIVE ro SIR c. GREY, &c. »57 


JJV 3 
Preſented to the Houſe of Commons, purſuant to Addreſſes, 
relative to Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis. 


r No. 1. | „„ 

Copy of a Proclamation at Martinique, the 30th March 1794, by Ge- 
neral Sir Charles Grey, K. B. Commander in Chief of his Majeſiy a . 
Forces in the Weſt Indies, Qc. fc. &fc, 1 | 


—— 2 
— — . 
S ds as: — 2 SS 1 * 3 
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: by 


MARTINIQUE. 
(L. S.) „ | | 

By his Excellency Sir Charles Grey, K. B. General of 1 

his Majeſty's Army, and Commander in Chief of his 44 
Forces in the Weſt Indies, &c. &c. &c. . 1 ! 
—  _. PROCLAMATION. 73 
Whereas it is neceſſary, for the good of his Majeſty's Tervice, and | 3 
the comfort and convenience of the inhabitants of this colony, that * 


ſome temporary regulations ſhould be made for the civil government 


thereof, till ſuch time as his Majeſty's pleaſure is known, and ſuck ; 71 
a regular ſyſtem is adopted for the future arrangement of all matters, _ 
civil and military, as to his wiſdom may ſeem moſt meet, for the HE 
maintenance of his own authority, and the happineſs and proſperity 1 
of his new ſubjects; I do think fit, in his Majeſty's name hereby to 1 
publiſh this my Proclamation, recailing to the exercife of their ſe- —_— |! 
veral functions all ſuch officers of the Courts formerly eſtabliſhed for A 45 
the adminiſtration of diſtributive juſtice during the government af WE 1 
his late Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, the reſpective duties of whom do 1 
not in any reſpect interfere with the authority which, under the 1 
preſent circumſtances, it is neceſſary to leave whole and undivided | 2 1998 
in the hands of the General in command of this iſland. This is 1 14 
therefore to give notice to the inhabitants thereof, that all Courts - 344 mp 
which were formerly eftabliſhed under the authority of their late 1 
ſovereign, for the determination of cauſes between individual and 1 
individual, will be permitted to exerciſe their ſeveral functions, with- 1 1 11 
out any application of the forms in uſe in the other Britiſh iſlands 26:18 
ſubject to his Majeſty, until his royal will and pleaſure ſhail E. ex- 4 Wo, 
preſſed to the contrary : And accordingly the ſeveral perſons who 1: 
may be now in this iſland, and DIY officers of any of the 43 ak 
Courts above deſcribed, are hereby required to give in their names, (2 &; ORR 
with the nature of their ſeveral employments, to Lieutenant General . 
Robert Preſcott, that the e. may be taken to reſtore them 1 3 4 
to the exerciſe of their ſeveral duties, and to ſupply ſuch deficiencics 1 
as may have taken place. Given under my hand and ſeal at arms, Ft 17 
at head quarters, Fort Royal, this thirtieth day of March 1794, and l 
in the 34th year of his Majeſty's reign, | ne | 1 wa 
© +... CHARLES GREY. 1 
By his Excellency the General's br . 1 
| command, | 283) 
6. Fiſher, Secretary. N 1 
60D SAVE THE KING! 5 « 3210800 
5 . 8 | 0. . 1 
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Proclamation at St. Lucia, by General Sir C. Grey, K. B. Oe. Er. 


| Sc. 5th April 1794. 
A eee 15 
CHARLES GREY. Fo 


By his Excellency Sir Charles Grey, K. B. | General of 


his Majeſty's Army, and Commander in Chief of his 
Forces in the Welt Indies, &c. &c. & 


ob att PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, ſince my Proclamation at the iſland of Martinique, 


bearing date the zoth day of March laſt, whereby the officers of the 
Courts formerly eſtabliſhed for the. adminiſtration of diltribat;ve 
juſtice during the government of his late Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
ow neceſſary to the exerciſe of the ſeveral functions thereof, have 


been directed to be recalled until his Majeſty's royal will and plea- 


fure ſhall be known; the Britiſh arms have ſpread farther conqueſt, 
and this colony is alfo added to his Majeſty*s empire, the reduction 


and poſſeſſion of which make it neceſſary to reſort to ſome tempo- 


rary regulations, in like manner, for the good of his Majeſty's ſervice, | 


and the comfort and convenience of his new ſubjects of this iſland. 


I do therefore think proper to iſſue this my Proclamation, allowing 


and commanding all civil officers of the Courts above mentioned, and 
Herebefore eſtabliſned under the legally regulated government of 
their late ſovereign for-the determination of caufes between indivi- 
dual and individual, to give in their names to Sir Charles Gordon, 
Colonel, commanding this iſland, that the proper ſteps may be taken 
to place them in the execution of their ancient duties. And inaſ- 
much as thig colony and its government were under the ſuperior 


controul of the adminiſtration of the iſland of Martinique, to Which 


references and appeals were made in the proſecution of civil cauſes; 
and it may be conſiſtent to reſtore the ſame forms to the ſame chan- 
nels ; I do further make known, that when the uſual courts ſhall 
 beduly eſtabliſhed in Martinique, thoſe-of this iſland are to be regu- 


lated thereby accordingly, until the King's pleaſure be ſignified re- 
lative thereto ; but the reſtoration of civil employments above 


mentioned, and the regulation herein expreſſed, are not in any 
wiſe meant or intended to interfere with, or to be independent of 
the authority repoſed in the military command of this iſland. Given 


under my hand, and ſeal at arms, at head quarters in the iſland of 


St. Lucia, the 5th day of April 1794s in the 34th year of his Ma- 


jeſty's reign. : 2 Da 
By his Exceltency the General's 
| command, 5 
G. Fiſher, Secretary. 8 : 3 
GOD SAVE THE KING? 5 


SIR C, GREY AND. SIR. J. JERVIS, 


5 7 Tecon, 28th Aut 1504. 
Coby of a Memorial preſented to. his Grace the Duke of Portland, pray- 
| 2 22 23 Military and Naval Force in the Weſt da 


: French captured Weſt India {lands i 


To his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of his Majeſty's Principal 


5 Secretaries of State. 
I) he Memorial of the Welt India Planters and Merchants; 
Sbeweth, 


That your Memorialiſts are not inſenſible of the attention of his 
Majeſty's government to the ſecurity of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in 
the Weſt Indies; and when they preſume tointrude upon your 
Grace with a repreſentation of their opinions and wiſhes upon a ſub- 
jet fo importantly intereſting ta the public revenue, and to the 
private fortunes of many of his Majeſty's ſubjeRs, they are not in- 
duced thereto by a diſtruſt that the ſame exertions will not be con- 
tinued to maintain and ſecure ſuch valuable dependencies ; but they 
humbly. "conceive that their local knowledge may enable them to 
ſuggeſt ſome uſeful ideas ieſpecting the particular protection of the 
ſeveral iflands. | | | 1 
That your Memorialiſts, fully ſatisfied that the neceſſary meaſures 
for maintaining the aſcendency of the Britiſh arms in the Britiſh ſugar 

colonies colledirely will be purſued by his Majeſty's government, have 
only to expreſs the anxiety they feel in conſequence of a late event in 
the Weſt Indies, by which it is proved that an armament may ſail 
undiſcovered from the enemy's ports, ſulicient in point of nayal and 
military force to do Hanis injury in any of the Britth iſlands, 
againſt which the attack may be direAed. This anxiety is not a 
little increaſed, when they refie& upon thoſe principles and opinions 
propagated by the agents of the French Convention, which have a 
direct tendency to Aflurd the ſettled colonial ſy ſtem af all the iſlands; 
to impair, if not deſtroy, the neceſſary reſpect and attachment to all 
eſtabliſhed goverument; and to convert to hoſtihty thoſe who on 
former occaſions, previous to the promulgation of the doctrines al- 
ready noticed, were active in their co- operations ta reſiſt and defeat 
the common enemy. eb N i 
That the nature of all property in the Welt Indies makes it pecu- 


liarly neceſſary at this juncture that each iſland ſhould poſſeſs a force | 


ſufficient for its protection againſt predatory attacks of an active 
and deſtroying enemy, fully t wich the ſtrength or reſources 
of all our Welt India colomes. TO Db Lode oat 
That the poſſeſſion of an land for a few days by the enemy, by 
ſuch an enemy as the whole civilized world has now known for the 


firſt time, might 2 the deſtruction of private e in 


ralue to many millions, and which at this tune contributes largely to 


the ſupport of the public revenue. | + 1 
That your Memorialiſts are ſenſible the poſſeſſion of the French 
i lands, is a ſolid ſeourity againſt permanent conqueſt of thoſe belong 


855 


- and on the Contributions impoſed on the Inhabitants of the 
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dent in the colonies. 


"56d © © PAPERS RELATIVE o 


ing to Great Britain; and that if unfortunately any particular iſland 
ſhould be captured, the enemy would not be able to hold it long ; 
they therefore do not ſolicit protection for ſuch iſland againſt power. 


ful armaments employed to contend for empire in thoſe ſeas, but 
4 oa wiſh to be prepared againſt predatory attacks. 0 


| hat your Memorialiſts are given to underſtand the number of 
troops in each ſeparate iſland is at this time far ſhort of the peace 


eſtabliſhment, and unequal to reſiſt an enemy not more powerful 


than the armaments which have lately made a deſcent on Guada- 
loupe, unleſs early meaſures be taken to provide for the reſpeQive 
ſecurity of all the iſlands, by increaling the garriſons of each, by 
ſtationing a naval force at thoſe iſlands, where it may be fafe during 


the hurricane ſeaſon, ſo as to be ready at all times for purpoſes of 
defence, or to convey intelligence of any hoſtile attempts to the place 
where the main Britiſh force may be ſtationed. | 


1 » 


That your Memorialiſts feel " and unfeigned regret in being 


obliged to preſent another eſſential matter to the conſideration of 
your Grace, impoſed upon them by a Jul and reaſonable Regard for 


their own intereſt, and by a duty equally urgent upon their feelings, 
which they owe to themfclves and friends and correſpondents reſi- 
That when the information was firſt received in tl. is country that a 
contribution or commntation for relinquiſhing.an aſſumed right to a 
genery plunder of all property in the captured French iflands in the 
eſt Indies was claimed and enforced, your Memorialifts did not 


5 perfect credit to it, eſpecially as the communciation was con- 
"fined to one or two more mercantile houſes : That they however felt 
ſo much alarmed, as to deſire the gentlemen who had received the 


letters 3 it would lay before his = 1 miniſters the in- 


formation they had received; when they had the 
ſtand from Mr. Pitt, that th 
then appeared to him, was ſubje& to much objection, and would in 
his opinion be diſapproved by) 

that HE the fa 


atis faction to under- 
is proceeding, in the ſhape in which it 


8 1s Majeſt 's government; that ſince 
is eſtabliſhed beyond a doubt, and the ruinous 


* 


detail of theſe acts of rigour clearly aſcertained. 5 
That your Memorialiſts, not as public cenſors, but as a body 
deeply intereſted in the due obſervance of thoſe diſlinctions between 


public and private property, by which in modern times the rights of 
conqueſt have been qualified, humbly conceive, that the man who 


in the moment of danger exerts himſelf for the protection of his 


country, does not thereby ſubject to military execution all his pro- 
perty, wherever ſituated, within the range of the conqueror's ſword; 


and that the late deviation from the general rule of public warfare 
hitherto obſerved by civilized nations, is of a nature eventually to 


have very fatal conſequences to your Memorialiſts. 


That if the fortune of war ſhould give to the enemy the poſſeſſion | 


of any of our iflands, the feyere meaſures lately enforced againſt the 
inhabitants of the French ay ar iſlands may be retaliated, and 


tended to the ruin of your 


1 | emorialiſts, and the inhabitants of 
uch illands as may be taken. 


e 


sm ©. GREY AND J. JERVIS. 4 
That when Grenada, one of the Britiſh iſlands, was taken by ſtorm 


dhe laſt war, the confiſcation of private property, or a commutation 
providing it (which is nearly the ſame thing), was not attempted, and 


the private exertions of individuals exerciſing public power were re- 
dreſſed in all cafes which, were proved; that the brave and ſucceſsful 


exertions of the Britiſh officers and ſaldiers entitle them to the grate- 
ful praiſes of your Memorialiſts and of the Public in general; but 
that their pecuniary compenſation ſhould not originate in an act in- 
jurious to the rights of individuals, and of dangerous example for 
your Memorialiſts, whoſe property will be expoſed to ſimilar invaſion 
if the fortune of war ſhould ſubject any of our iſlands to the power 
of the enemy. Ee 5 
That your Memorialiſts will not preſume to enlarge farther upon 
the injurious tendency of ſuch a-rigorous and unexampled exertion 
of the right of conqueſt againſt private property; but they cannot 
forbear to ſuggeſt, that if Great Britain means to derive advantage 
from the conqueſt of the French iſlands, it muſt be the higheſt im- 
policy to deprive the proprietors of thoſe iſlands of the very limited 
means for cultivating their lands, which their internal diſtractions 
have len bee 7 3 
That whether in any and what degree the honour of the Britiſh 
nation may be affected by this alarming change in the mode of car- 
rying on war, the confiſcation of the property of the inhabitants of 
the conquered places is a queſtion of too much delicacy for your Me- 


morialiſts to enter on; but that they are impelled by their own intereſt 


to make this repreſentation againſt an act, which, if adopted as a 
precedent, muft eventually prove ruinous to your Memorialiſts 
themſelves, _ e 


Your Memorialiſts therefore pray your Grace, to repreſent to his 
Majeſty the neceſſity of immediately ſending ſuch additional 


military and naval force to the Weſt India iſlands as mayſſecure 


them from the danger with which they are menaced ; and of 
giving ſuch orders, reſpecting the contributions impoſed, and 
other exactions on the inhabitants of the conquered iſlands, as 
may conciliate their minds, and prevent the conduct of their 
conquerors being hereafter, in caſe of a reverſe of fortune, 
quoted as a precedent to authoriſe the ruin and deſtruction of 


| his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, who by the fortune of war may 


happen to fall under the power of an enemy which they may be 
unable to reſiſt with ſucceſs. Et ä 
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No. 4. F 
| London, 6th February 179;. 


Mcmorial of the Wh India Planters and Merehants, to his Grace the 


Duke of Port 
Sir Fohn Fervis, Military and Naval 


reſpefting the OE of Sir Charles Grey and 


To his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of his Majeſty's Principal | 


Secretaries of State. | «WY 
Tube Memorial of the Weſt India Planters and Merchants; 
Hlumbly ſheweth, PET, 


That on the 28th of Auguſt laſt they had the 1 to preſent | 


to your Grace a Memorial, in which they ſtated their lively appre- 
henſions of. eventual injury and ruin to the Britiſh intereſt in the 
Weſt Indies, from the violent and unprecedented aſſertion and exer- 
eiſe of power, ſaid to have taken place by orders of the commanders 


of the army and navy, aint the private property in the captured. 


| Fuck Weſt India iſlands; to which Memonal they beg leave to 
That, with deep and unfeigned concern, they now repeat their 
repreſentations to your Grace upon this very important 1 * 1 
and in ſupport thereof entreat your Grace's attention to the official 
proclamations iſſued in the names aud by the orders of Sir Charles 
Grey and Sir John Jervis, the military commanders in the Weſt 
Indies: That it is not neceſſary for your Memorialiſts to advert to 
_ every minute part of thoſe ſeveral proclamations ; it being ſufficient 
for their preſent purpoſe to ſubmit to your Grace the marked in- 
conſiſtency between the proclamation of the 1 January 1794, pre- 
eeding the capture of the iſland of Martinique, and thoſe of the 10th 
and rſt May ſubſequently iſſued. 5 
That by the former “ full and immediate enjoyment of all lawful 
property, according to their ancient laws and cuſtoms, and on the 
moſt advantageous terms, is ſolemnly pledged and inſured to them, 
in the name of his Majeſty; whilſt by the latter, this pledge of pro- 
tection is violated, without a ſingle act aſſigned, by which the right 
to ſuch protection has been forfeited, and a ſum adequate to the 
value of the conqueſt, to compenſate the ſoldiery, is demanded, 8 


the penalty of a general confiſcation, to be enforced with milita ix 


rigour. e . 

That neither is it neceſſary for your Memorialiſts to enter into a 
detail of particular acts of violence committed, ſince my under- 
ſtand that a Committee of Merchants, acting on behalf 


the individuals aggrieved, has already made application to your 
Grace, and has ſtated that proof is ready to be produced of ſuch B 
facts as are alledged in the Memorial which has been lately preſented WM 
to your Grace by that Committee. | wel 

That your Memorialiſts are unwilling to make the obvious com- 
ments upon proceedings ſo repugnant in their opinions to eſt 


ommanders in the captured 


ſome of MB 


ablihed MW 


uſage, | : 


sm c. GREY AND J. JERV1S, oo 


uſage, to national character, directly committed by the terins of the 
roclamation of the iſt of January 1794, to the general intereſt of the 
Brieiſh empire, and to the peculiar policy of the preſent war; but 
that they cannot forbear moſt earneſtly to ſolicit your Grace's atten- 
tion to the dangerous predicament" in whieh the properties of your 
Memorialiſts ave placed by this extreme act of military rigour, a 
the private rights of the French colonifts, ſince, ſhould the fortune 
of war be reverſed in that quarter, and any of the Britiſh iſlands be 
captured by the enemy (an event to be apprehended from the re- 
Aduced ftate of the Britiſh forces in thoſe iflands, and from the unto- 
ward accidents which have retarded the departure of the reinſorce= 
ments provided), retaliation, however temperate in its principle and 
extent,” will be little ſhort of total ruin to the fortunes of ' your 
Memorxialiſts, a to a _— ones IN 1 of his ang, ob 
ſubjes. hs — 


Tour Memorialifts F "PR "OA humbly. pray that | 2 will 
be pleaſed to repreſent to his Majeſty the at our dangerous 
_  confequences,, (particularly when applied to © the Weſt India 
Hands) of thoſe principles and acts which have been aſſumed, 
declared, aud practiſed under the authority of Sir Charles Grey 
aud Sir John Jervis, the military and naval commanders in the 
Weit Indies; and that an inquiry into the public conduct of 
. theſe commanders may be made, in order to aſcertain how far 
the national ke. and the public juſtice of the count 
have been duly and properly ſupported by them, in ſach kick 
1  ondeciponſible ſtations; and that your Memorialiſts may be at 
all. events relieved from their pr nt anxieties and juſt ppre- 
henſions of eventual injury and ruin by. a public 923 —.— 
diſavowing the principles ſo aſſumed, Vlad and acted upon ; 
Which they humbly conceive will be found to be contrafy c 
. en Juice, and policy of the Britiſh government... 


{gn W. YOUNE; 
it: l mw eee eee. 
1 i SEALS CLI 11. — 104 12 Po "TE i 

i 2 No. 5 420 B en 


: Memorial the _ on abe 1 2 FR og 1 Pre ietars 
7 ers the and g, Marlinigue. Mei 7. 


To 1 Trace the Duke of Portland, his Majeſty's Secretary of State 
for the Home Department. +: 


| 2 * l Sir G5 441535 IF LI” 7 


The Memorial of the Agents in behalf gf R 3 
"I Inhabjtantean#roptutenc the und of Martinique ; 


Humbly fheweth, © e 

5 "hg your Memorialiſts are indkructed 59 wail celpeRtable' COU 
ants and proprietors of the iſland of Martinique, loyal ſubjects of his 

Britannic Majeſty, to repreſent to his Majelty” Wisler the injuſtice 

and oppreſſion Seed bench the faid inhabitants and proprietors 

by Generdl Bir- Charles 9 and . . * the 


com- 
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commanders in chief of his Majeſty's forces, employed in the con« 
queſt of the above-mentioned iſland, © © | 
That the perſons repreſented by your Memorialiſts were not the 
adherents of the pretended National Convention, nor did they oppoſe 
the declaration given on board the Boyne, the 1ſt. of January 1794 ; 
but on the contrary, your Memorialiſts are inſtructed to ſtate, as 
facts, which either from their notoriety need no further proof, or 

which can be ſubſtantiated by indubitable evidence, That when the 
mayor of the town of St. Pierre, in the iſland of Martinique, received 


the firſt ſummons from his Majeſty's commanders, the town and 
_ forts were fo abſolutely at the diſpoſal of the negroes and people of 
colour, that the white inhabitants could not manife& their deſire of 


ſurrendering ; but that immediately on the retreat of the people of 
eolour and negroes from the town, they did, in a quiet and peaceable 
manner, ſubmit to the authority of the King, and put —— | 


under his _—_— protection. 


That your Memorialiſts are further inſtructed to ſtate, that the 
faid inhabitants and proprietors whom they now repreſent, relied 
with the moſt implicit confidence on the ſecurity held forth in the 
above · mentioned declaration of his Majeſty's commanders, whereby 


a full and immediate enjoyment of all their lawful property was ſo- 


lemnly promiſed, granted, and inſured to them. | 
That your Memorialiſts are further inſtructed to ſtate, that in de- 


Fance of the above-mentioned declaration, in violation of the Britiſh 


faith, thus ſolemnly pledged, and contrary to all the rules of war, 
as carried on, by ctvilized nations, all the produce and proviſions in 
the town of St. Pierre, as well as in ſome other parts of the iſland, 
were ſhortly after feized by order of the commanders, and without 
any Court of Admiralty being firft held, without any previous adju- 
dication or form of trial whatſoever, ſold for the benefit of the captors. 
That your Memorialiſts earneftly intreat the attention of his Ma- 
jeſty's tmmniſters to the terms of the declaration iſſued the 1ſt of Ja- 
nuary 1794; and humbly ſubmit, that the ſolemn promiſe held forth 
in that declaration was directly addreſſed to individuals, not to the 
armed force by which the iſland was held in oppreſſion ; and that if 
the voluntary and early ſubmiſſion made by the white inhabitants of 
this iſland is not to be conſidered as giving them a title to the be- 
nefits of that ſolemn promiſe, unleſs a formal capitulation had — 8 


ceded their ſubmiſſion, this declaration of the commanders in chief 


muſt have become a cruel mockery, in caſe the adherents of the pre- 


tended Convention had precluded tlie poſſibility of capitulation; and 
has, in fact, proved an unwarrantable deluſion to the loyal and un- 
ſuſpecting inhabitants, whoſe eager ſubmiſſion overlooked what they 
had reaſon to conſider as a needleſs precaution. _ _ RE 

That your Memorialiſts are concerned to ſtate, that the ſeizure 


and confiſcation of the property found at St. Pierre and elſewhere, 
took place under the pretended ſanction and authority of the e 


government: But confiding in the well-known juſtice and lenity of 
that government, and anxious for the honour and intereſt of the na- 
tion, that the inhabitants of the iſland of Martinique, and of w 5 


| SIR C. GREY AND SIR J. JERVIS. 335 
other conquered iſlands, ſhould continue attached by all the ties of 
duty and affection to that Legiſlature, which they have ever regarded 

ith reſpect and admiration: ©  _ 0 her Bina a 
| Your Memorialiſts humbly pray, that the caſe of the reſpective 

inhabitants of Martinique, for whom your Memorialiſts are 
agents, and whoſe claims of confiſcated property ſhall be- ſub- 
ſtantiated to your Grace, may be taken into conſideration by 
his Majeſty's miniſters as ſoon as convenient; and that fuch re- 
dreſs may . granted to each of them, as ſhall upon full inform- 
ation appear conſiſtent with the juſtice and liberality of a Britiſh 
gorernment. Ef NA ; "<4 COOL CONT 
. GEO. WOODFORD THELLUSON, 


Chairman. 


* * 


No. 6. | 
| ; Memorial. — Merchants of Liverpool, 
(No date.) Fon | 5 1 0 ITY 
To his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of his Majeſty's Principal 

BY | Secretaries of State, &c. c. Ke. 

The Memorial of the Merchants of Liverpool, whole 
Names are hereunto ſabſcribed's 7 NN 
r . tag hes =; 

That your Memorialiſts have very conſiderable property and debts 
due to them in the ſeveral iſlands in the Weſt Indies, lately ſubject 
to the crown of France; and which, in the courſe of the preſent 
hoſtilities, have fallen under the dominion of Great Britain. ; 

That the ſaid property and debts originated and were due to them 
prior to the commencement of the war, in conſequence of commer- 
cal tranſactions and dealings with thoſe "iſlands ; authoriſed and 
ſanctioned by the Free Port Acts, and particularly by the Commer- 
cial Treaty with France in 1787. eee e 
That the late indiſeriminate ſeizure and general confiſeation of 
Weſt India produce found in the iflands of Martinique and Guada- 
loupe, with their ſeveral dependencies, alſo the heavy contribution 
levied upon the unfortunate planters'and merchants of St. Lucia, 
who willingly ſubmitted to the firſt ſummohs from the commanders 
of his Majeſty's land and ſea forces, is matter of moſt ferious concem 
to your Memorialiſts, and will grievouſly affect their property. © * 
That your Memorialiſts, conceiving that the horrors of war, at 
all times dreadful, are by ſach ſeverities rendered doubly diftrefling 
and deſtructive; and, in fact, they apprehend, if it were humane 
and political in his Majeſty's miniſters to prohibit the continuance 
of ſuch violent proceedings, and the levyingiof farther illegal contri- 
butions in the conquered iſlands, às it moſt undoubtedly was, it ic 
not the leſs neceſſary, your Memorialiſts humbly conceive, to order 
a reſtitution of the inglorious booty ed by our commanders, 
and now in*the hands of their agents in the Weſt Indies and in Eu- 
rope ;- pecauſe it will ill farther tend to confirm the confidence * 
„ N | | ; new 
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%%  - PAPERS RELATIVE TO | 
newly acquired ſubjects in the wiſdom, equity, and moderation of 
his ielty's councils and government, and m the good faith of 
the Britiſh nation. i * 
But were all theſe conſiderations laid aſide, your Memorialiſts beg 
leave to recall to your Grace's recollection the declaration iſſued on 
the 1ſt of January 1794, before any hoſtile attempt was made on any of 
theſe iſlands; by which, with all the folemnities of the moſt impoſing 
Formalities, Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis guaranteed to 
ſuch of tlic inhabitants of the different iſlands as ſhould peaceably 
fubmit therafelves.to the authority and protection of his Majeſty, 
not only the moſt uninterrupted perſonal ſecurity, but the moſt | 

ample and immediate enjoyment of their legitimate rights and pro- 

perties. 3 0 5 

* Memorialiſts, therefore, upon any known principles of rea- 
fon and juſtice, cannot conceive that the inhabitants of the conquered 
Hands have merited ſuch an impoſition, which in its conſequences 
equaliy and indiſcriminately involve in one general confiſcation Bri- 
tuh and French property—the 3 with the hoſtile, and the 
peaceable and well-difpoſed ſubject with the turbulent and ſeditious. 
Therefore, relying on the juſtice and humanity of his Majeſty's 
miniſters, your Memorialiſts flatter themſelves, on a conſideration 
of the premiſes, they will be induced to give the neceſſary or- 
ders _— a reſtoration wa” the pa mw _ on account of their 
legal contribution, aud a public diſavowal of the principle upon 
3 impolitic — of 8 2. apo 

S Y IHN SHAW, Mayor. 


James Bold, John Wilſon, Moſes Benſon, 
| Geo. Dunbar, Thomas Barton, A. Stewart, 1 
Will. Rigges, Walter Stott,, Edward Newfham, 
Will. Dobſon, John Stanton, Will. Dickſon, 
Will. Ewart, lohn Hewley, James Altley, 
J. P. Richard. Will. S yer, Will. Harding, 
John Houghton, James Aſhcroft, Joſeph Deare, 
Joſeph Ward, George Mercer, John Watſon, 
Tho. Twemleur, John Thornhill, John Ferguſon, 
J. Bolton, Richard Houghton, B. Chifney, 
_Afh Byrom, James Quick, Peter Leiceſter, 
Will. Leigh, James Percival, Robert Wilock, 
Benj. Thomas, Thomas Gleaves, John Drinkwater, 
Jobn Lightbody, Thomas Frankland, Michael Humble, 
John Thomas, H. Moore, Paarleton's and Back- 
John Conway, V. Pearce Aſhfield, houſe, 
Henry Brown, Daniel Backhouſe, John Backhouſe, 
Edgar Parrie, Win. Harper, John Tarleton, 
K. Downward, Will. Neilſon, John Hornby, 
Kobert Jackſon, Joſeph Birch 12 Sibbald, _ 
Henry Bowles, Edward Atherton, Will. Jones Calcott, 


Tho. Dickinſon, Elijah Cobbam, Will. Miller, 


1 | 


 prelented by John Tarleton, Ef, eg Tm 5 


sm c. GREY AND SIR J. JERVIS. 627 
Will. Harding, jun. James Michell, John Knox, | 
Andrew Dodſon, Tho. Welm, Kichard T. Tatham, 
Joſeph Leay, John D' Aguilar, John Thompſon, 
Thomas Rodie, John Palmer, Henry Newſham, 


Ellis L. Hodgſon, Alexander Carſon, Tho. Newſham, 


Will. Begg. George Bowdon, J. W. Jones, 
Thomas Cartwright, Will. Sircar, J. Gardner. 


„ #7: 


| Copy of 4 toe ram the Duke of Portland, 70 the S of tht 


Committee of eft India Planters and Merchants ; dated Whitehalls 
_ goth April 1795. 7 | | 7 

GENTLEMEN, Whitehall, goth April 1795: 
In anſwer to the Memorials which have been tranſ 


Sir John Jervis in the Weſt Indies, I beg leave to inform you, that 


his Majeſty's miniſters, the moment they were informed of the na- 


ture of thoſe proclamations, ſent directions reſpecting them, in con- 
ſequence of which, no further proceedings were had upon them; and 
information has ſince been received, that thoſe directions were ſo 
clearly underſtood, that the money which. had been paid as contri- 
bution has already been returned; ſo that the proclamations in queſ- 
tion cannot but be conſidered to be, as in fact they are, annulled. 


: 6 
PT Go ES (Signed) PORTLAND. 
To the Gentlemen f he 
Committee of Welt India . 888 
Plaue p pp, ]] ꝗ ũñ . ISL, 
| No. 8. FC AV 


Coby 15 Letter from NY Duke of Portland, 15 the Merchants of Liver 
5 FU 


fool, ſubſeribing the Memorial to his Grace, preſented by John Tarle- 
ton, 75 ; Ae Whitehall, 2d May 179 2 5 If | ny 
 GrenTLEMEN, = +, Whitehall, 2d May 1795. 
In anſwer to your Memorial preſented to me by Mr. Tarleton, 
relative to the proceedings of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, 
under certain proclamations iffued during their command in the 
Weft Indies, I beg leave to inform you, that his Majeſty's miniſters, 
the moment they were informed of the nature of thoſe proclamations, 
{ent directions reſpecting them, in conſequence of which no further 
proceedings were had upon them; and information has fince been 
received, that thoſe directions were ſo clearly underſtood,” that the 
money which had been paid as contribution has already been res 
turned; fo that the proclamations in queſtion cannot but be conſis 
dcred to be, as in fact they are, annulled. I am, &. 5 


(Sizned)  — PORTLAND,” 


To the Merchants of Liverpool, ſub- 


{cribing the Memorial to his Grace, 4 
Vor. III. 3% Ys Ne- 


mitted to me from 
the Weſt India Planters and Merchants, on the fubje& of certain 
proclamations iſſued during the command of Sir Charles Grey and 


—— 
32. 
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C 9þy of 4 Letter from General Sir Charles Grey and Sir Fohn Tervie 

to the Duke of Portland, dated 7th March 1795. Mith Copies of 


Tncloſures therein, 


My Logp, SOM A ne 3 | 
We take the liberty of troubling your Grace on the ſubject of the 
Memorials, which have been preſented to your Grace by the Weſt India 
planters and merchants, and others, reſpecting our proceedings and 
conduct, as commanders in chief, upon and ſubſequent to the conquelt 
of the French Weſt India iſlands. - Some of thoſe Memorials were 
preſented during our commands in the Weſt Indies; and, if we are 
correctly informed, they were preceded by perſonal communications, 
made to his Majeſty's miniſters, upon the authority of private let- 
ters from merchants and traders in the Weſt Indies. How far theſe 
repreſentations and memorials have been acted upon by his Majeſty's 
miniſters, we are uninformed ; but from the nature of the allega- 
tions contained in them, and the objects which the Memorialiſts pro- 
feſs to have in view, we aſſure ourſelves that they cannot be coun- 
tenanced ; if they are, it places us in this ſingular dilemma, that in 
the diſcharge of our public duty, as commanders in chief in the 
Welt Indies, we could not avoid either diſobeying the inſtructions 
and fruſtrating the views of his Majeſty, or expoſing ourſelves to 
cenſure, by diſappointing the wiſhes and expectations of merchants 
and traders connected with the Weſt Indies. 7 
The Weſt India merchants appear to be apprehenſive only of the 
conſequences which may reſult to them from any precedent eſta- 
bliſhed by our conduct, upon which the French government may act 
towards them, in caſe of a reverſe of fortune: Should the for- 
tune of war (they ſay) be reverſed in that quarter, and any of the 
_ Britiſh iſlands be captured by the enemy {an event to be apprehend- 
ed from the reduced tate of the Britiſh forces in thoſe iflands, and 
from the untoward accidents which have prevented the departure of 
the reinforcements provided), retaliation, however temperate in its 
principle and extent, will be little ſhort of total ruin to the fortune 
of your Memorialiſts, and to a very conſiderable portion of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects. F 
The ground upon which this complaint is founded, we take to be 
totally qittinet from that which has been more generally and moſt 
loudly urged (which we ſhall obſerve upon afterwards), viz. That the 
property of emigrants, or thoſe who were ee to the Britiſh 
government,” and contributed their* affiſtance, as far as they were 
enabled, or allowed to do, to the conqueſt of the French iſlands, was 
fubjected to indiſcriminate confiſcation. The fear of retaliation mult 
ariſe, not from our treatment of the enemies, but of the friends of 
the French government. The apprehenſion ſtated is, that in caſe of 
a reverſe of fortune, that government may treat our ſubjects as we 
have treated theirs. To this we can give no other anſwer, than that 
the peculiar nature of the war, and the orders tranſmitted to us by 
his Maj-%y*%s miniſters, left us no diſcretion as to the 8 
5 | e =. 9 either 
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be qualified as an ufurpation, having no legal authority, and its 
ſupporters as rebels and traitors. We are directed by an order of 


council to prevent foreigners reſorting to the iſlands without li- 


cence; and that order, by a letter from one of his Majeſty's con- 
fidential ſervants, is explained as © clearly marking the intention of 


the Britiſh government, to keep out of the conquered iſlands all 


perſons whole principles were in the leaſt degree to be ſuſpected;“ 
and he adds, © I hope you have driven out of them all perſons of 
this deſcription.” We certainly ated in conformity to the policy 
here laid down in many inftances :—The ſubjects of the French go- 


vernment, or the pretended National Convention, as it is termed in 


the proclamation, were in many inſtances ſent away, and their eſtates 
ſequeſtered ; this became neceſſary for the ſecurity of thoſe iſlands, 
which in all our letters and inſtructions we conſidered ourſelves di- 
reed to ſecure, as a permanent acquiſition to the Crown of Great 
Britain. It became che more neceſſary, as our force became weaker 
but for the precedent eſtabliſhed by theſe proceedings, we are not 
reſponſible, and to the ſequeſtered eftates receivers were immediately 
appointed for the benefit of Goveryment ; they ſtill continue, we be- 
lieve, to receive for Government the profits of thoſe eſtates, from 
which the captors have in no one inſtance derived any advantage or 


emolument of any kind to themſelves. 


Having made theſe obſervations on the principles avowed by the 
Memorialiſts, we muſt beg leave to call your Grace's actention to 
a ſtatement of our proceedings in the conquered iflands; 5 

For a detail of our proceedings in the conqueſt of the iſlands, 
we muſt beg leave to refer your Grace to our public and private 
diſpatches: His Majeſty's forces were reſiſted in all of them ſo long 
as reſiſtance was practicable.— No town or diſtrict, nor any bdy 
or deſcription of the inhabitants, ever ſigniſied an intention to ac- 
cept or accede to the terms of the proclamation of the i ſt of January 
1794. On the contrary, in many places, the inhabitaats manned 


batteries to.oppoſe the attack of his Majeſty's troops, and in every 


other reſpect contributed to reſiſt them; they even fired upon our 
flags of truce. Upon the conqueſt of iflands, under ſuch circum- 
itances, we conceived it to be our duty to ſecure ſuch property as 
appeared to us unqueſtionable booty. We apprehend it was our 


duty to do fo, upon two grounds, viz. 1t, To protect the rights 


of his Majeſty. 2dly, To ſecure to the officers, and ſeamen, and 
ſoldiers, ſuch booty as his Majeſty had or might think fit to grant 
them as a reward for their ſervices. The booty taken on ſhore we 
conceived to be given to the navy and army by his Majeſty's ſe- 
parate inſtructions to Sir Charles Grey, and by Mr. Secretary Dun- 
uas's confirmation of our plan of diviſion of booty, in his letter 
to Sir Charles of the 5th of March 1794. This idea was commu- 
nicated to the army in public orders, with a view to encourage the 


troops, and promote good diſcipline by removing all inducement for 


plunder. 


32 2 Having 
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either of that government or its ſupporters. Upon a reference to 
our ſecret inſtructions, your Grace will perceive that government to 
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„ + PAPERS RELATIVE Io 
Bring ſubmitted to your Grace our ideas reſpecting booty, we 


requeſt your Grace's attention to the nature and extent of the 
ſeizure actually made. The principal eſtates, in the iſland were in 


the poſſeſſion of republican agents, as confiſcated property, and the 


produce. had been ſent to the towns of St. Pierre and Fort Royal 


(which were both taken by aſſault), in order to be ſhipped to France, 
or otherwiſe diſpoſed of, on account of the republic. The planters 
reſident on the iſland had likewiſe ſent produce to St. Pierre to be 
ſhipped or ſold. The former deſcription of property we conſidered 


as belonging to the French government, and as ſuch to be lawful 


Prize, The latter we conſidered as ſubject to confiſcation, in conſe- 


quence of the proprietors having either reſiſted his Majeſty's forces, 
or declined accepting the terms offered by the proclamation of the 
1ſt of January. The towns being taken by ſtorm or aſſault, the 


property in them, according to the common practice of war, was 
_ expoſed to plunder; but the troops were reſtrained from any act of 
that kind, by the aſſurances given them, that they would be much 
more benefited by a fair and equal diſtribution of booty, than by 


indiſcriminate pillage. Under the circumſtances in which the towns 
were taken, it was the opinion of the navy and army, that all the 


property found in them was to be confidered as prize or booty, We 
declined ſanctioning ſeizures to this extent; but being of opinion 
khat the produce of the iſland found at St. Pierre was unqueſtionable 


prize, as belonging either to the republican government or to indi- 


viduals who had reſiſted the Britiſh forces, or rejected the terms of- 
fered by the proclamation of the ſiſt of January, we directed the 
ſeizure of it. No other private property, of any deſcription, was 
moleſted. Although the town of St. Pierre was taken by aſſault, 
yet the ſhops in it were publicly open the next day, and the inha- 
bitants as e in diſpoſing of their property and tranſacting their 
buſigeſs as uſual. The proviſions and neceſſaries ſupplied to the 
navy and army were regularly paid for, and every ſpecies of gencral 
merchandize (proviſions included) was left in the uncontrouled diſ- 
zofition of the inhabitants. The property ſeized on ſhore conſiſted 
only of the following articles, the produce of the iſland, viz. ſugar, 
cocoa, coffee, cotton, and caſſia. 9 Hig 1 1 
At the time of the ſeizure no man intimated the ſmalleſt doubt 
either of the legality or propriety of our conduct; on the contrary, 
it was the general opinion that, in point of ſtrictneſs, all the move- 
able property in the iſland was liable to ſeizure; In this opinion we 
have ſince been confirmed by better advice than any we could then 
obtain. Your Grace will not ſuppoſe us to have deliberately weigh- 
ed in legal balances every meaſure we took in executing the arduous 
ſervices committed to our care: If that had been expected from us, 
we ought to bave been furniſhed with learned civilians as adviſers or 
aſſeſſors. Unaſſiſted as we were with any legal advice, we are ex- 
tremely happy to find that, inſtead of exceeding, we have fallen very 
far ſhort of exerciſing, to their legal extent, the rights of the Crowns 
in ſeizing the booty which fell to the diſpoſal of bis Majelty. 
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If your Grace will have the goodneſs to refer to the repreſenta- 
tions firſt made by the merchants to his Majeſty's miniſters upon 
this ſubject, you will find that the complaints againſt us were ori- 

inally ſuggeſted by Britiſh adventurers, who went to Martinique 
2 the purpoſe of purchaſing prize property, and who found them- 
ſelves extremely diſappointed upon difcovering that the captors had 
taken ſuch meaſures as were molt likely to obtain a fair price for it. 
Many of theſe adventurers had been long in the habit of carrying 
on commerce with the French iflands ( whethef illicit or legal is not 
for us to determine), and were deeply connected with merchants and 
planters in Martinique, who by their reſiſtance to the Britiſh forces, 


or by diſregarding the proclamation of the 1it of January, had ſub- 
By way of reminding your 


jected their property to confiſcation, 
Grace of the ſource of theſe complaints, and of the regard paid by 
the perſons making them to truth and candour, we beg leave to ſub- 
mit to your Grace's peruſal the following extract from one of the 
_ firlk repreſentations ſent to this country upon the ſubject, and which 
we are informed, was laid before his Majeſty's miniſters on an au- 
thority not to be queſtioned. | us 


Extract f a Letter to Meſſrs. George Baillie and Co. from their Cor- 
. reſpondent at St. Vincents; dated 14th April 1794. 
6 Our Mr. only returned laſt night from Martinique, 
where he went to ſee what could be done in the way of ſpeculation. 
He found a wonderful collection of people from all the iſlands, but 
every one equally diſappointed. All the produce on board the veſ- 
ſels and in the ſtores, even to the length of powder and pomatum 
ſhops, are confiſcated. | Bk | 
The ſale began with ſugar on the 10th day. Fine clay'd fold 
from 60 to 67 per cwt. and being captured goods, goes home ſab- 
ject to the foreign duty. — The produce has been all appraiſed by 
gentlemen from the different iflands ; and it's the directions from 
the Admiral and General, that the agents do not let a caſſc of it be 
ſold under that appraiſement, ſo the full value will be obtained, 
otherwiſe it is bought in for the capturers, and it is thought the 
rn | "7 will fall into their own hands; they ſo much expect 
o themſe 


that they may buy in what is wanting to carry home their produce. 
After this is all over, the ſum of 250, oool. ſterling is to be demand: 
ed from the towns in Martinique; and all the produce on eſtates 
made previous to the day of ſurrender is to be made prize of. Such 
extraordinary plunder (for we cannot give it a better name) was 
never known before on the like or any other occaſion in civilized 
_ countries.—At St. Lucia they are to levy immediately the ſum of 
Zoe, oool. re in lieu of every thing elſe, and no produce of 
any kind to be ſhipped off the iſland by the inhabitants until this 


money is raiſed; ſo that, independent of half the ruin of the people 


in both places, no payments can this year be expected by the 
merchants in the Engliſh iflands, who have very large ſums due to 
them for negroes, &c. ſold before the war. | : 
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No man who reads this letter can be at a loſs to diſcover the mo- 
tive in which it originated. Aſter all the reprobation it contains 


of the conduct of the captors, and the wonderful degree of phi- 
lanthropy diſplayed for the unfortunate ſufferers, it ſhews a pretty 


ſtrong diſappointment at the writer's not being able to derive ad- 


vantage from the plunder he execrates, by purchaſing it at an in- 
ferior price. In ſhort, if the captors had permitted the adventurers 
who wiſhed to ſpeculate in the captured property to have purchaſed 


it at hal? its value, the confiſcation would have been approved by 


them, and the complaints now urged againſt us would never have 
been heard of, It never occurred to the inhabitants of the iſlands 


that any thing more had been done by the captors than what was uſual 
in ſimilar caſes, or that complaints to his Majeſty's miniſters would 


be likely to benefit them, until theſe notions were inſtilled into their 
minds with a view to gratify the reſentment and promote the in- 
tereited views of diſappointed Britiſh adventurers. - But, independ- 
ent of the very laudable motives in which the repreſentation juſt 
Rated originated, the eſſential parts of it are in point of fact totally 
falſe. Inſtead of all the produce in the ſtores at St. Pierre, even to 
the length of powder and pomatum ſhops,” being confiſcated, not 
2 ſingle ounce of property of any deſcription, except the produce of 
the iſland found in the town, was moleſted. We were ſo rigid in en- 
forcing a ſtrict diſcipline in the army, that two men who had acted 
in breach of orders, in plundering or attempting to plunder ſome of 
the inhabitapts of St. Pierre, were tried by a court martial, convict- 
ccd, and executed. What is ſaid as to all the produce of the eflates 
made previous to the capture of the iſland being taken as prize, is 
equally unfounded in fact, as not a ſingle hogſhead of produce was 


taken from any of the plantations. As to the allegations reſpecting 


the contributions intended to be levied on the iflands.of Marti- 
nique/and St. Lucia, we ſhall preſently take the liberty of requeſt- 
ing your Grace's attention to a correct ſtatement of the facts. From 
the inſtance we have given of the regard paid to truth in the repre- 
ſentations made from the Weſt Indies, your Grace will: not be ſur- 
priſed at thoſe ſtatements being followed up by memorials from the 
merchants and agents here, equally unfounded in fact, and deftitute 
of candour. | | ; IP 
The tranſactions which we have hitherto detailed or referred to, 
relate principally to Martinique, that being the only iſland from 
whence the captors. have derived any advantage from the captured 
property. After the conqueſt of that iſland St. Lucia was the next 
object of attack, and was regularly ſummoned to ſurrender. The 
ſummons was rejefed. The Britich troops landed in different places 
on the 1ſt of April 1794, and all the different forts and batteries 
were completely taken poſſeſſion of on the 4th. But although there 
was no force on the iſland to make an effectual reſiſtance qgainſt that 
ſent to attack it, and the inhabitants had known for near three 


months that it would be attacked, yet every reſiſtance was made that 


the force of the ifland was capable of, and no- town, fortreſs, or 


any deſcription of the inhabitants, either capitulated, ſurrendered, or 
1 | TR ODD 5 propoſed 
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| SIR C. GREY AND SIR J. JERVIS, | £43 
_ propoſed to ſurrender upon the terms offered in the proclamation of 
the rſt of January. The iſland being conquered by force, the navy 
and army did not conſider the inhabitants as entitled to the terms 
offered by the proclamation, but on the contrary, as liable to be treat- 
ed as enemies, and ſubjected to all the conſequences of conqueſt. 
Under this impreſſion the navy and army conceived they had a right 
to treat all the produce of the iſſand that had been manufactured 
and ſent to the town of Caſtries (the ſhipping port), and alſo that 
upon the plantations in the poſſeſſion of the agents of the republic, 
as liable to confiſcation, which at the time of the capture extended 
to a conſiderable part of the crop of the year. Some merchants, who 
had been appointed by the commanders in chief to a& as prize 
agents, ſuggeſted to the principal planters and merchants, that it 
would be a beneficial meaſure for them to offer the navy and army a 
ſum of money to waive their claims to a confiſcation of the produce 
and that it would eaſily be raiſed by way of aſſeſſment or contri- 
bution on the different towns and eſtates in the iffand, in proportion 
to their property or value, and paid by inſtalments at different 
periods. Two commercial houſes in Grenada, that were very much 
connected in St. Lucia, took an active part in promoting this ar- 
range 8 | 5 cog 
The firſt ſum mentioned as an equivalent for the captors ny 
their claims to all confiſcation whatever was 300, oool., which fell 
infinitely ſhort of the value'of the colonial produce then upon the 
Hand, This ſum was, however, by negotiation and explanation, re- 
duced to a moiety, and an agreement was entered into by the prin- 
cipal inhabitants for the payment of r50,000l. by inſtalments, (viz. 
$0,000l. in 1794, the like ſum in 1795, and the remainder in 1796. 
The houſes of Baillie and Co. and Munro and Co. of Grenada, 
propoſed to come forward as ſureties for the iſland, and to give bills 
on London, dated 1ſt Auguſt 1794, payable at fix months fight, for 
the amount of the firſt 50,0001. This propoſal, which, held out 
to the captors the certainty of a large ſum of money, without the 
trouble attending the ſeizure, condemnation, and fale of enemies 
property, was accepted under the idea that they would experience no 
further trouble or difficulty about it. The Gentlemen, who had 
propoſed to give bills for the money, ſuggeſted from time to time 
fuch orders or proclamations as they thought would be moſt likely 
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to carry into effect the arrangement agreed upon; but inſtead of the LD = | 11 
captors deriving any advantage whatever from this plan of a contri- 8 {+ UP 
bution, not a ſingle ſhilling ever did or will come into their hands l 
from it. Inſtead of gaining any thing, the captors were completely e 


defrauded of every ounce of property taken on the ifland, except the 


arms and military ſtores, that were applied to the ſervice of the ; q 
Public. So far from having pillaged or plundered the inhabitants of _ 
St. Lucia (with which they are charged), the captors have not to the 1 
preſent hour received, nor have they any probability of receiving, a | jo 
_ tingle farthing ariſing from prize or booty taken on ſhore, except the 14 
value of the military ſtores, We believe a ſum of 1, oool. or 1 
12,000l, was collected in the iſland in part of the propoſed ue EN 
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$44 ff PAPERS RELATIVE TO . 
bution, and towards payment of the firſt inſtalment thereof; but not 


one ſhilling of it was ever received by the . and upon its 


being intimated to us, chat the receipt of any ſum of money under 


the denomination of contribution would not meet with his Majeſty's 


approbation, we directed whatever had been collected to be return - 
ed, which was accordingly done in November 1794. Suppoſing our 
conduct, in originally acceding to the idea of a contribution, to 
have been ever ſo unwarranted by the practice of war and the law 
of nations (which we apprehend is not the caſe), yet we have been 
very unfairly dealt with by the inhabitants of St. Lucia and their in- 
ſtigators. For, not content with ſecuring the property which was 
clearly liable to ſeizure and confiſcation, and afterwards getting re- 
lieved from the contribution which was propoſed as the conſideration 
for reſtitution, they have loaded us with, every ſpecies. of odium and 
reproach, which the moſt rigid exaction of the contribution, or the 


moſt general confiſcations, could have excuſed. In all the repreſent- 


_ ations made from the Weſt: Indies, and followed up by Memorials 


to his Majeſty's miniſters, the intention has been ſubſtituted for the 


act, and urged againſt us as ſuch, even long after it was notorious 
that the idea was totally abandoned. In doing this the Memorialiſts 


anxiouſly ſuppreſſed the immenſe property liable to confiſcation, 


which was given up by the * who certainly have the greateſt 
reaſon to complain. The value of the property found on ſhore, 


which was fairly to be conſidered as prize or booty, was very large. 
The captors have been defrauded of the whole of it, by au inſidious 
offer of a contribution; their acceptance of which is afterwards | 
turned againſt them, as an exaction of the moſt tyrannical kind. 


In acceding to the idea of a contribution, they loft fight of their 
real intereſts. They did not foreſee the fraud artfully meditated to 
be practiſed upon them; they did not-forgſce that, letting the pro- 
perty eſcape without any preſent or actual confideration for it, they 


gave time for partial and ex parte repreſentations againſt them, and 
gave thoſe into whoſe ſnare they had fallen an opportunity of pro- 
curing a revocation of the whole proceedings: By permitting the 


removal of the prize property, the captorsg furniſhed the induce- 
ment, at the time they removed all ground for the clamour that has 


been raiſed againſt them, | 
The preparatory arrangements gave time to ſhip away the pro- 


duce that was the ſubject of conſiſcation, and the period ſtipulated 


for the firſt payment are 20 opportunity for a communication with 
the mother country, 1o as to try whether, by calumny and clamour, 


ſupported by falſchood and miſrepreſentation, a diſapprobation. of 


the mcaſure on the part of Government could be obtained. The 
plan fo completely ſucceeded, that the only reſult experienced by che 
captors from the projected contribution is a heavy expence, charged 
by ſome of the agents who ſirſt planned and then defeated it, for 


commiſſion and charges, and every ſpecies of opprobrium and oblo- 


quy that intereſted malice or reſentment could ſuggeſt. _ 
The idca of contribution firſt originated at St. Lucia in the 


manner above ſtated, It was afterwards ſuggeſted, that the planters 
& TI | . W 


3 Martinique: ought to pay a certain ſum in conſideration of the 
produce upon eltates poſſeſſed by republican agents, or by perſons 
_ who had taken an active part in reſiſting the Britiſh forces, or who 


rejected the terms offered by the proclamation of the 1ſt January, 5 


not having been ſeized or confiſcated. This ſuggeſtion originated 
from the {ame quarter, and in views of the ſame nature, that pro- 
duced the plan of a contribution at St. Lucia. - Various preparatory 
orders were iſſued, hut the Memorials preſented to your Grace ſeem 
principally to,confine their animadverſions to thoſe of the loth and 


, 


of explanation 


21 of May; upon which we beg leave to fay;a"few. words by way 


Type ifland of Martinique Havisg been conquered-by-force, with- N 


out any capitulation or compact having been entered into with its 
inhabitants, we apprehend the whole property of the iſland became 


liable to ſeizure, and at the diſpoſal of his | Majeſty. As com- 


manders in chief, we have already ſaid, that we conceived it to be 


our duty to protect his Majeſty 's rights; but in doing ſo, we did not 


enforce, them to any thing like their full extent. The property 


that was in fact ſeized, was confined to the produce of the iſand 
found in the towns carried by aſfault. It Was afterwards ſuggeſted 
to us, that if we gave up the remainder of the property liable to 


confiſcation, we ſhould deprive his Majeſty of an opportunity of re- 
warding the navy and army to that extent which his rights afforded 
| the opportunity of | doing. : Anxious to: do juſtioe :t0 the fleet and 
army, and at the ſame time deſirous of alleviating the ſituation of in- 
habitants, who by their conduct had incurred a forfeiture of their 
property, we liſtened to the propoſal of a compoſition to be raiſed 
by way of contribution. In doing this, we perhaps overſtepped the 
itrict legal line of conduct . to have purſued, as the compo- 
lition- ought to have been confined to and received from the pro- 
prietors of the property liable to confiſcation. But it ought to be 
remembered, that it was our wiſh to alleviate and not to aggravate 
the ſituation in which the inhabitants had placed themſelves, by re- 
jecting the terms offered by the proclamation of the 1ſt January; 
and by acceding to their 1 8 of a contribution, we were told 
we ſhould do that. By the terms general conſiſcation, we muſt 
be underſtood to mean a confiſcation of the property of the inhabit- 
=ats who had not entitled themſelves to the protection offered by the 
proclamation of the iſt January. In ſhort, none of them acceded 
to or accepted the-terms offered by it; and we believe your Grace 
will tind-the legal conſequences reſulting from that conduct placed 
their whole property in the diſcretion of his Majeſty. ' That being 
the caſe, we were called upon, as his Mazefty's repreſentatives, to ſe- 
cure it, ſo far as we ſhould deem it conſiſtent with his Royal inten- 
tion. The claim, therefore, to a general confiſcation will not be 
tound unwarranted, according: to the rights of war. So. far there- 
fore from complaining againk us for having ſtated ſuch a right, we 
think the inhabitants m— to confider themdelves as favourably 


treated in ita not having been enforced. - 
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The proclamation of the 21ſt of May was founded upon the ſame 
idea as that of the loth. But there is one expreſſion in it, which 
ſeems either to have been mĩſunderſtood er ſtrangely perverted by the 
Merchants, &c. who have made complaints againſt us. We mean 
the part where it is propoſed ** to raiſe a ſum of money adequate to 
the value of the conqueſt.” We truſt we are not to have our con- 
duct decided on by a rigid criticiſm upon the language of our pub- 
lie orders: That the acts done by us, and not the phraſeology of a 
* a we may have ſigned, will be attended to. But if we are to 
deſcend from the ſtations of General and Admiral to anſwer verbal 
criticiſms, we need only ſuggeſt a ſmall variation in the language of - -: 
the paper we are ſpeakin of to render it perfectly conſiſtent with 
the idea above — viz, that of accepting a compoſition for 
the reſtitution” of property liable to confiſcation. If, inſtead of the 
words, „ adequate to the value of the conqueſt,” your Grace will 
be pleaſed to {ubftitute the words “ adequate to the value of the 
Property liable to confiſcation,” nothing will be found in that paper 
19confiſtent with our ideas of the rights of the Crown, and the plan 
of accepting a compoſition upon declining to enforce them. It can 
never be ſuppoſed that by the words © adequate to the value of the 
conqueſt,” we meant the value of the iſland, and all-the property 
in it. Even the gentlemen who complain againſt us do not impute 
to us ſo extravagant an idea. The value of the conqueſt” muſt 
be underſtood as referable to the property, which the conqueſt of the 
iſland had made the ſubject of booty, and which the captors con- 
'ceived had been conferred upon them by his Majeſty's ſeparate in- 
ſtructions to Sir Charles Grey. But whether the contribution which 
thefe proclamations' propoſed- to levy was juſt or unjuſt, either in 
inciple or extent, we did not expect that it would now be made a 
fubjet of inquiry, as not a ſingle farthing was collected. The pro- 
ject. was in fact abandoned long before it was known that his Mar 
jeſty diſapproved of contributions; no loſs or injury of any kind 
was in point of fact ſuſtained by the inhabitants; nor have they them- 
ſelves expreſſed any diſcontent or diſſatisfaction, though advantage 
has been taken of theſe proceedings td load us with every ſort of 
malevolent miſrepreſentation and abuſe. e NT 8 
We ſhall now requeſt your Grace's attention to the Memorial 
ſigned by Mr. Thelluſſon. By way of impreſſing your Grace with a 
Juſt idea of the candour of the Memorialiſts, the firſt . 
-clfarges us with having exercifed injuſtice and oppreſſion towards the 
inhabitants, without giving the name of any one perſon that has been 
-injured, or inftancing a ſingle fact or tranſaction to warrant fo ſtrong 
an imputation. It is not uſual for men in high reſponſible ſituations 
to be charged, in general terms, with the exerciſe of injuſtice and 
oppreſſion, without a foundation being laid for ſuch a xy by a 
Atatement of facts, from whence it can'be fairly deduced. Here the 
charge is boldly made at the outſet, and when the ſubſequent detail 
of facts (if any thing ſtated in this paper deſerves that appellation) |} 
comes to be examined, it will be found compoſed of either poſitive ; 
falſehoods or wilful miſrepreſentations. It is not a little * | 


3 


he repreſents were not adherents to the National Convention, nor 
did they oppoſe the proclamation of the 1ſt January. Whether that 
fact is true or falſe, depends merely upon his aſſertion, which in the 
terms in which it is made cannot receive an anſwer. If their names 
and rehdence had been mentioned, we ſhould have had an oppor- 


tunity of anſwering this allegation, by ſhewing what part the per- 


ſons named took in the conteſt, and how far they ſuffered from the 


ſeizure that took place. The filence obſerved upon this ſubjeR 
pretty clearly ſhews, that the principals wiſh to ſhrink from perſonal | 


inquiry and minute inveſtigation, and prefer the mode of 2 
their calumny in the name of an agent, who does not hold himſelf 


reſponſible for what he ſtates. - The allegation with reſpe& to the 
ſtate of St. Pierre, when firſt ſummoned, and the quiet and peace- 


able ſubmiſſion of the white inhabitants, is poſitively and abſolutely 


. falſe, To prove it to be ſo, it is only neceſſary for your Grace to re- 


fer to the anſwer given by the mayor of St. Pierre to our ſummons, 
and the detail of the conqueſt of the iſland contained in our public 


diſpatches. Your Grace will find that the town of St. Pierre was 
the laſt place taken, except Fort Bourbon and Fort Royal. The 


Aid-de-camp, who carried the ſummons to St. Pierre on the-6th of 


February, inſtead of being received and liſtened to, was inſulted, - 


and not permitted to enter the town, and the mayor gave the watch- 
word for reſiſtance and defiance, So far were the inhabitants from 
being well affected to the Britiſh government, that they manned 


ſome of the batteries near the town, and ſeveral armed veſſels were 


under the neceſſity of firing upon the town, to deter them from giv- 


ing further ſupport to the adjacent forts, at the time they were at 
tacked by the Britiſh forces. Their ſuppoſed quiet and peaceable 


ſubmiſſion extended no further than to their not engaging the Britiſh 
troops when they entered the town ſword in bang, | | 

taken the ſurrounding forts by aſſault, and when farther reſiſtance 
would have been fruitleſs. To the allegation that ftates the in- 


habitants repreſented by Mr. Thelluſſon to have relied with implicit 
confidence on the ſecurity held forth by the proclamation of the iſt 
of January—looſgand general as it is—we feel no difficulty in giv- 


ing a poſitive contradiction, as no deſcription of perſons in the iſland 
ever intima ed, at the time, the moſt diſtant idea that they con- 
ſidered, or were in condition to conſider themſelyes entitled to the 
benefit of the proclamation. It was public and notorious to every 


man in the iſland, both Britiſh and French, that every foot of it was 


conquered by force; but relying upon theſe facts not being fo ge- 


nerally known in this country, and encouraged by their connexions 


in the Britiſh iſlands, and thoſe which, they have recently formed in 
Great-Pritain, it is not improbable that ſome of the inhabitants 
ares WW 


os 
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that the name of no one inhabitant of Martinique ſhould be brought 

| forward as having authoriſed this complaint. As to the ſuppoſed 

| ſufferers, whether they were planters, merchants, or traders, whether 

they were Frenchmen, Creoles, or perſons of colour, what is the 

nature or extent of their loſſes, and how ſuſtained or occaſioned, the 
Memorial is totally ſilent. Mr. Thelluſſon ſtates, that the perſons 


after having 
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may have been ſince induced to anthoriſe thefe falſe repreſentations, 
in the hope of obtaining reſtitution of the property which their 


reſiſtance to the Britiſh forces 'expoſed to ſeizure and confiſcation. 


Not content with _ the conduct of the inhabitants to have 
been the direct reverſe of what it in fat was, the Memorialiſt pro- 


ceeds to alledge, that all the produce and proviſions in the town of 
St. Pierre, and in ſome other parts of the iſland, was ſeized and ſold 


for the benefit of the captors. The property that was ſeized on 
more we have accurately ftated. Not an ounce of proviſions was 
included, except the produce of the ifland, fach as has been named, 
ſhonld be deemed fo. In ſhort, the whole Memorial is founded in 
falſehood and miſrepreſentation. It is neither ſanctioned by names, 
nor ſupported by any document or evidence of any deſeription; 


and yet, upon ſuch ſpurious anonymous authority, we are groſsly | 


calumniated, “ as having violated Britiſh faith ſolemnly pledged, 
and acted contrary to all the rules of war, as carried on by civilized 
nations.“ C . . 


+ Whether the terms offered by the proclamation of the 1ft of 


January 1794 are to be conſidered as addreffed to individuals only, 
or to the body of the people, is perfectly immaterial; for no indi- 
vidual from whom an ounce of property was taken ever intimated a 
wiſh to accept the benefit of it until after his place of refidence was 


= 1 of the Britiſh troops. His profeſſions of regard for, 
an | 


attachment to the Britiſh government, might perhaps then be- 
come vociferous ; but what would have been fad of us if we had 
given credit to the profeſſions of ſuch men? Had the ſame oppor- 
tunity offered at Martinique that *afterwards occurred at Guada- 
loupe, all theſe profeſſions would have vaniſhed, and the perſons 
making them have been found amongſt the ſupporters of the in- 
vading enemy. 8 1 /ͥͤĩð]Vâ ot; 
The firſt Memorial of the Weſt India planters and merchants ap- 
pears to us to be rather a remonſtrance againſt the conduct of his 
Majeſty's miniſters than a perfonal attack upon use therefore 
conſider it as not calling for an anſwer on our parts; but the other, 
which refers to that we have juſt obſerved upon, and calls the atten- 
tion of his Majeſty's miniſters to the proclamations of the 1ft of Ja- 
nuary, and the roth and 21ſt May, we conſider as demanding our at- 
tention—Tt manifeſtly proceeds thronghout upon a ſuppofition that 
the facts ſtated in the other Memorial are true, and that the inhabit- 
ants of the conquered iſlands had by their ſubmiſſign entitled them- 
ſelves to the benefits offered by the firſt proclamation. We are not 
much farprifed to find falſe allegations and unfounded calumny ftated 
in a Memorial that may be fairly faid to deſerve the character of 
anonymous; but we cannot avoid expreſſing our aſtoniſhment to ob- 


ſerve the Weft India planters and merchants adopting it. Had they | 
poſſeſſed no means of aſcertaining the truth or falſchood of the mat- - 


ters ſtated in it, ſome apology might be made for their doing ſo; but 


the manner in which the iſfands were taken being matter of public 


hiſtory, there is no excuſe for their adopting a falſe repreſentation. 
It was only neceffary for them to refer to the Gazette, to diſcover 


that * 


* 


- 


ceived, as there would, in that caſe, have been no colour for their 
putting the interpretation upon the proclamation of the iſt January 
which they have done. — His Majeſty's proclamation held out an en- 
couragement to ſubmiſſion to his arms, not a reward for reſiſtance to 

them. They do not treat this inſtrument as L bes alter- 


native, but as offering unqualiſied terms, which the inhabitants of 
the conquered iflands were to have the benefit of, be their conduct 


what it might, whether they ſubmitted or whether they reſiſted. 


In this reſpect it is more uncandid than the other Memorial; and. 


in ſtating the demand made by the proclamations of the 10th and 
21ſt May, it keeps pace with it in fairneſs, by ſuppreſſing the fact, 
that not one ſhilling was ever collected under them, and that all idea 
of contribution was abandoned many months ago. This fact was 
equally well known to the Memorialiſts as thiols which they have 
ſtated, and could only be ſuppreſſed with a view to give their com- 
plaint a degree of plauſibility, which a fair repreſentation would in 
no degree have warranted. All this induſtry and anxiety to pervert 
the meaning of publie papers, and to miſrepreſent or ſuppreſs the 
facts requiſite to à proper judgment of their true operation, muſt 
have proceeded from a confciouſneſs that a fair interpretation of 
them, and a candid ſtatement of all the material facts, would have 
ſhewn that there was no juſt ground for complaint. Faking the 
complaint in its ſtrongeſt ſenſe, when the fact is aſcertained, it 
amounts to no more than that the commanders in chief, having been 
under the neceſſity of conquering the lands by force, .conceived 
the conqueſt to give the captors a right to ſubſtitute a general con- 
tribution for a confiſcation of property, which the conduct of the 
proprietors had expoſed to forfeiture, but which contribution had 
not been paid. Had it been ſo put, the inquiry called for would 
have appeared ridiculous. Oo | I i 
The Memorial from the Liverpool merchants ſeems of a very 
ſingular nature. It calls upon his Majeſty's miniſters to difavow 
principles which were never reduced to practice, and for a reſtora- 
tion of payments that were either never made, or long ago returned. 
Ihough it gives a falſe colour to what has been done in the conquered 
iſlands, it is not quite fo deſtitute of truth and candour as the other 
two, upon which we have juſt obſerved, and in that reſpect only dif- 
fers from them. We ſhall here diſmiſs the ſubject of theſe Memo» 
rials with this ſhort obſervation, That if there had been any fait and 
juſt ground for complaint, which the Memorialiſts could have efta- 
bliſhed upon inveſtigation ſo as to entitle-themfelves to relief, the 
courts of juſtice would have long ago reſounded with their clamours 
for redreſs, and his Majeſty's miniſters would have been the laſt per- 
ſons applied to. Conſcious that their complaints are unfounded itt 
fact, and their claims e eee any colour of law, they ſubſti- 
tute miſrepreſentation and calumny in their 3 and endeavonr 
privately to ruin and diſgrace the characters of men, whoſe conduct 
they have not ventured publicly to ata gn. 
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With reſpect to the perſonal requeſt made to your Grace by the 
Weſt India merchants on the 12th inſtant, as ſtated in the minute of 


the conference ſent us by your Grace, we cannot avoid obſerving, 
that it falls far ſhort of what is called for by their Memorial. That 
paper rather inſinuates than charges miſconduct; but in the prayer 
of it your Grace is called upon to inſtitute an inquiry into our pub- 


be conduct, © in order to aſcertain how far the national character 
and the public juſtice of the country have been duly and properly 


ſupported us in ſuch high and reſponſible ſtations.” To our very 
great ſurpri 
tate, „That their object in the application was not a call for in- 


quiry with a view to inculpation of our conduct, but a public diſ- 
avowal of the meaſures propoſed by the proclamations of the 1oth 


and 21ſt of May! — 80 that after indirectly ſuggeſting to your 
Grace, that the national character and the public juſtice of the coun - 
try has been wounded by our conduct, nothing more is aſked than a 


diſavowal of ſuppoſed principles which were never reduced to prac- 
tice, and of the terms of a proclamation which are wilfully mifun- 

derſtood or perverted, for the purpoſe of giving a colour to the cla- 
mour raiſed againſt us. In ſhort, the merchants, finding that the 


prayer of their Memorial is not warranted by any thing they have 
to urge againſt us, wiſh by indirect means to prevail upon your Grace 
to adviſe his Majeſty to cenſure our conduct in the way moſt diſ- 


5 graceful and humiliating to us, viz. by a public diſavowal and diſ- 
approbation, not of an act done by us, but of an intention that was 


not carried into effect, and which intention is itſelf groſsly miſre- 
preſented. The merchants have not ſhewn ſuch a diſpoſition of 
forbearance towards us as to induce your Grace to believe, that if 
they could have proved us guilty of miſconduR, they would have re- 
forted to an attack upon an unexecuted intention, and have confined 
their application for redreſs to a diſavowal of opinions entertained 
by us with reſpect to the rights and practice of war. If we have 
acted illegally or unjuſtly, the courts of juſtice are open to the par- 


ties who may think themſelves injured; and, from the diſpoſition 


ſhewn towards us in the Memorials preſented to your Grace, it is 
manifeſt that tenderneſs to us is not the motive which has hitherto 


uv ithhelil the claimants from ſeeking redreſs in the ordinary way. 


Since our return to this country, we have made all the inquiry in 
our power with reſpect to the practice in former wars, where any 
:fland or place has been carried by aſſault 3 and, inſtead. of diſcover- 
ing that we have exceeded former practice with reſpect to the ſeizure 
of booty, we find that we have fallen very far ſhort of it. In his 
Majeſty's ſeparate inſtructions to Sir Charles Grey, directions are 
given with reſpe& to the diviſion of any booty that might be taken 


dn ſhore ; and we therefore preſumed, that it muſt have been his 
Majeſty's intention that ſuch property, as by the rights and 75 a 


of war became veſted in the Crown, ſhould be ſeized and diſtributed 


between the navy and army as booty. We have always underſtood 
it to be admitted as a general propoſition, that goods taken from an 
enemy are the property of the conquerors; and that it is an acknow- 


| ledged 


e, the merchants in their converſation with your Grace 


2.8 — : ; 


pr 


ledged right, by the law of nations, to ſeize enemies goods whenever 
they can 
under ſome compact or capitulation. Seizures of a imilar nature 
to that made by us at Martinique have been made in every war for 
many years paſt ; as for inſtance, at Vigo in 1704, at Paita in 1745, 
at Senegal in 1759, at the Havannak in 1763, at Omoa in 1780, 
and at St. Euſtatius in 1781. The property taken at the laſt-men- 
_ tioned place included all the goods and effects, of every deſcription, 
found upon the iſland, except ſome inconfiderable quantities given up 


to a few individuals, and yet no inſtructions were given to the Ad- 


miral and General for making ſuch a ſeizure. It was however after- 
wards approved by his Majeſty, and a grant made of the whole pro- 
perty taken in favour of the captors. 8 


In the conference between your Grace and the Merchants it ſeems 


to have been taken for granted, that the proclamations complained of 
by them were inconſiſtent with that of the fſt of January. If your 
Grace will refer to the latter you will find, that in the event of the 
terms offered by it not being acceded to, all perſons acting in deſi- 
| ance of it were to be “ treated as enemies, and expoſed to all the 
evils which the operations of war would neceſſarily bring, both oa 


their perſons and poſſeſſions.” In this proverment were all the in- 


habitants of the conquered iflands, and confequently all our ſubſe- 
queat orders ought to be conſidered as iſſued againſt perſons ſubject 
to all the rights and ſeverities of war. And eas 15 your Grace 
ſeem3 to have been of opinion, that in exerciſing the 

were unauthoriſed by any “ power, other than the force we com- 
_ manded ; yet, upon a reconſideration of the ſubject, we are per- 


ſuaded I Grace will find, that we polfeſſed all the power veſted 


in his Majeſty as ſovereign of the ſtate, wh force we commanded, 
and were not only warranted, but in duty bound, to exerciſe the 
rights of war in ſuch manner as we ſhould think moſt likely to meet 
with his Majeſty's approbation, regard being had to the inſtructions 
with which he had honoured us. 10 the ſituation in which we were 
placed, much was left to our diſcretion. His Majeſty pointed out 
to us the objects he wiſhed to accompliſh, but the means were left to 
us; and with reſpect to all inferior objects, they were left to our 
management, without any inſtructions whatever. If we have exceeded 
or abuſed the powers delegated to us, we are not only amenable to his 


Majeſty in a court military, but to all individuals in the ordinary 


courts of juſtice. We are perſuaded, that neither your Grace, nor 
any other of his Majeſty's miniſters, will think us objects of cenſure 


on the ground of mere unexecuted intentions, even it they ſhould be 


found to have originated in error or miſtake. We are convinced, 
that it never oceurred to the inhabitants of the captured iſlands, that 
we had treated them with unwarranted ſeverity, until the idea was 


luggeſted to them by Britiſh traders, who had intereſted views to 


anſwer. Our conduct was approved by the principal planters and 
the public officers of the iſlands, as your Grace will perceive by the 
teſtimonials which we take the liberty to ſubjoin. Various miſre- 


preſentations having been circulated as to the value and extent of 
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e found, if the victors are not reſtrained from doing fo - 


oſe rights we 
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the property ſeized, it is proper that your Grace ſhould be informed, 
that the whole which was taken, both afloat and on ſhore (except - 
ing arms and ſtores), produced only 183,0001., our proportion of 
which, ſhould it not be diminiſhed by claims or litigation, or by diſ- 
honoured bills, will be 11,4371. each. We truſt your Grace will 
excuſe our having entered at ſuch great length into the diſcuſſion 
of the ſubject, as we conſider our perſonal 8 and the repu- 
tation we have hitherto held in ſociety, as ſeriouſly attacked. _ 
wk} Bo | We have the honour to be, ke. 
th March h 5 JFF 


| Teflimonials addrefſed to Sir Charles Grey. | 
The Committee eſtabliſhed this day at St. Pierre by me is hereby 
authoriſed to give, when required ſo to do by the Staff Officers of 
the army, and eſpecially by Colonel Myers and Major Grey, all 
neceſſary orders to procure from the ſtores. of the different in- 
dividuals the articles that may be found therein ſuitable for the ſcr- 
vice, and the public cheſt ſhall be anſwerable for the value thereof; 
provided nevertheleſs the {aid articles be nat liable to confiſcation, 
They are allo to deliver all neceſſary orders to get from the gene- 
ral tore the articles found therein, and required for the ſervice. 
And, finally, they are hereby authoriſed to direct the inhabitants, 
and other individuals, to find the negroes or cattle neceſſary for the 


fervice. . WY | 
St. Pierre, Martinique, Thomas Dundas. 
the 18th February 1794. 5 PS 
We, the former me.::bers of the Committee appointed for Go- 
vernment by his Excellency General Dundas, in the town of St. 
Pierre, do hereby certify and aſſert, that this is a true copy of the 
power given to us by the ſaid General to procure from the ſeveral 
individuals what articles were neceſſary for the ſervice of the navy; 
and moreover, that thoſe articles have been accordingly provided tor, 
on our iſſuing written orders for the ſame; and that they have been 


certainty of their being paid, agreeable to the above-mentioned or- 
ders, having informed them thereof, and the original being now in 
our hunde. fk, e ee rats 

We do furthermore declare, that, except the produce ſeized in the 
h rbour, and in the ſtores of this town, no ſort of goods whatever, 
b ing French property, has been conſiſcated here, and that the ſhops 

an particular have never been moleſtec. | N 
In teſtimony whereof we have hereunto ſet our hands, at 

St. Pierre, Martinique, the 12th November 1794. 
| 1 Signed) Catala, Jacquin, jun. Borde, Pecoul; 
5 Pp.. Menard, St, Cerques, 


J, the underwritten King's Attorney in the court of juſtice of 8t. 


'Þ 9 
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to be thoſe of the former commiſſaries of Government. In teſti- 
mony whereof I have hereunto ſet N and tire 5 5 of the 
court. Ne ma. 
St. Pierre, Martinique,. . ._ _. 

the 14th day of November 1 794. *. eee 
A true tranſlation by the 3 ps 12 | 

St. TNT, e the 4th A. 1794 · | 
„ Che. vidio. 
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5 May i it pleaſe your Excellency, _ | 3 

I the iſland of Martinique now enjoys any deg ree of [AKT ug at 
is to your wiſe adminiſtration alone that we are indebted for it. It was 
not enough to have conquered the colony; it was \ beſides ne ceſary 
to inſure its tranquillity. An active vigilance and rar mea- 
ſures have put this iſland, the moſt lh cp in theſe ſeas, out of 15 
reach of the enemy's intrigues and depredations. ; 

As for us, who have been happy enough to co-operate with your 


Excelleney in maintaining good order in the town of St. Pierte; we 


confeſs that it is wholly to the protection with which your Excel- 
. lency honoured us, and to the confidence which he aan in our 


| abilities, that our ſucceſs is to be attributed. We ;ſhall ever be 


mindful of your Excellency's kindneſs. To the ſentiments with 
which we are impreſſed let him allow us to add, the aſſurance of or 

moſt ſincere and unfeigned attachment. This bomage, whieh ſpri 
from the heart, is the faithful expreſſion of our gratitude, ir 
Charles Grey's happineſs will ever be the object of our prayer. 
The Members of the Court of Common Pleas at 

St. Pierre, in Martinique. 

Si, ed) Alorg, Judge; Catala, Subſtitute to the King's At- 
(6 gr ) 2 3 din, King s Attorney; 9 8 
Add ditto; Jaguim, Regiſter; Borde, 2d Regiſter. 


Ale from! the Records of the Superior Council of Martinique 
ARTINI 
This day the . anxious to gi veto his Excelleney Sir Charles 
Grey a proof of the extreme ſatisfaction they have felt during the 
time of his adminiſtration, and of the infinite concern with which 
they are impreſſed by his Excellency's departure from this colony; 


Reſolves, That Meſſrs. Clarke, the ſenior magiſtrate of the Court, 


and Menant, one of the Magiſtrates, ſhall be appointed to expreſs to 
his Excellency the ſentiments of the Court, w they will 4 
to him a copy of the preſent reſolves. 
Given in Superior Council, this 22d day of Noventber 1794. 
(Signed) | Foren, Kalte. 
(Seal ) Sealed this 22d day of 
November 1794. (81 . Borat, 
A ue Wande Given under the hand and ſeal 4 the ſworn 
reter of the colony of St. br Martinique, the 24th. day 


of 1 ovember 1794. E e a n | Chy. Sorin, 
vor. II. „ ©. 
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24th November 1794. 


Aaureſi to his Excellency Sir Charles Grey, Knight of the Bath, Gene- 
5 md. . 3 8 
Anarchy, and all the crimes by which it is ſurrounded, had ſpread 
its empire over the French colonies, Your Excellency led here a 
n army. All has been ſubdued by you, except the climate. 
N ary precautions have determined the ſevere e by which 
Martinique has been preſerved from freſh calamities. To the 
triumph of arms your Excellency has united the wiſdom of admini- 
ſtration, and you carry with you the double glory of having con · 
guered enemies, and bound to you the hearts of his Majeſty's new 
A | | EG | 
{Seal;) (Seal) | (Signed) Clarke, Mina 
A true tranſlation, Given under the hand and ſeal of the ſworn 
_ interpreter. cf the colony St. Pierre, Martinique, the 24th day 
of November 1794. 3 e 5 | 
1 CCC Charles Sorin. 


ö Six, 


Copy of a Letter turuten to M. de Curt, Deputy of the Colony of 
Martinique, in Lbntlon, and addrefſed to him by Monſ. Ia Hante, ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe by the Superior Council, EET. 
FT Fort Royal, 8th November 1794. 

By the reſolves of the Superior Council, which I have the honour 
to tranſmit to you, Sir, you will fee that the Court, in appointing 
me Commiſſary for the purpoſe of carrying on a regular correſpond- 

ence with you, has eſpecially directed me to inform you of its opi- 
nion on the meaſures taken by his Excellency Sir Charles Grey to 
ſecure the tranquillity of this colony. „„ 

The Court has had ſome reaſon to believe, Sir, that perſons, 
moved by various motives, have endeavoured to throw ſome blame 
on the operations of his Excellency concerning the individuals {ent 
away, and whoſe refidence in this iſſand would have hazarded the 
ſufety, not only of Martinique but of all the Weft Indies. The 
Court thinks that it is its duty to undeceive, as much as it is in its 
power to do ſo, his Majeſty's miniſters, that they might not ſuffer 

themſelves to be impoſed upon; and this is what I am directed to let 
them know through ou. 5 1 
The proclamations iſſued by the commanders in chief at the time 
they attacked Martinique, and which probably had been penned 
reeable to the directions they had, thefe proclamations had be- 
de dad declared the meaſures that have been taken ſince— full of 
dlemeney, white they held forth a pardon to all thoſe who would 
_ "oppoſe no reſiſtance, and even ſheltered them from the criminal pro 
ſecution of the law, for all the heinous and ſanguinary acts of which 
vever AX 


they had been guilty—they in the mean time had made ho. 
1 e | 52: Jpecial 


* 
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ſpecial reſerve, which they declared to be unavoidably fulfilled, viz. 
the ſending away all guilty people, and all individuals dangerous to 
ſociety, in a country where his Majeſty's intention was to re-eſta- 

bliſh the reign of good order and laws. J OE, een 9 


So evidently neceſfary was this meaſure, that it ſeems needleſs to 


prove it—and indeed of what was compoſed the ſet of people of 


which his Excellenoy Sir Charles Grey has endeavoured to exonerate 
the colony ? Whites, moltly ſtained with erimes, all inftigators or 
agents of deſtruction or conflagration—people of colour entirely loſt © 
in guilt ; and ſlaves armed againſt their maſters. It certainly would 
have met the general wiſh, if in each of thoſe claſſes the public 
puniſhment of ſome of the moſt guilty individuals had ſerved'as an 
example to terrify the audacity of whomſoever would preſume to 
involve again the colony in freſh diſturbances; but by forbearing to 
put in force ſuch ſeverity, advantageous as it was, it became the 
more neceſſary to remove ſo many people, whoſe impunity could 
only entice them to commit crimes again. Could any tranquillity 
be expected in the colony, by forcing the coloniſts to remain fur- 
_ rounded by all thoſe who had murdered their relations, their friends? 
who had plundered and committed to the flames their property, and 
who were ſtill in the ſame diſpoſition of mind? Could the com- 
manders in chief, with the ſmall forces they had, preſerve under 
the dominion of Great Britain this country, where ſo many indi- 
viduals avowed ſtill publicly theſe ſentiments, contrary to the new 
government; and declared, in an open manner, that they expected 
nothing but a little aſſiſtanee from the Convention to be maſters 
again, and deliver up the coloniſts to the guillotine? And ſhould” 
this be looked upon as a bare affertion, let the truth of it be judged” 
by a reflection on the events of Guadaloupe. This colony, which 
had juſt paſſed to the Britiſh Government, had been only ig 
cleared as yet of the dangerous individuals it contained. A ſmall 
armament from the republic arrives; the repnblican chiefs are at 
firſt at a loſs; they heſitate, and are almoſt ready to quit the coaſt 85 
but from _ oint of the ſhore they receive information; they 
are appriſed of the weakneſs of the garrifon, and of every circum- 
itance that may be favourable to their enterpriſe ; they are invited 
to make an attempt; they do it, and are ſoon joined by all the 
perfidious enemies which Guadaloupe fill n and by all thoſe 
who had not been removed far enough not to meet again at the firſt 
opportunity. FFF | Es 
What has been the conſequence of this? You know it too 
well, Sir. By theſe events the ſafety of the old and new poſſeſ- 
ſions of Great Britain in the Weſt Indies has been and is till in 
peril, Sy | | 
Therefore it is now very evident (for all thoſe who are not led 
by particular intereſt to think, or to ſeem to think otherwiſe) that 
far from having exceeded the line of precaution neceſſary on that 
point, authority has remained within it, | 
V Let 


— 
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Let us now examine what has been the conduct of Sir Charles 
Grey in the manner of fulfilling theſe meaſures: G "7% 
Guided by that love of juſtice which diſtinguiſhes him, by that 
goodneſs which is the foundation of his character, lamenting the 
meaſures equity and public ſafety obliged him to take, he has 
neglected nothing to come at the truth. He has taken every poſli- 
ble precautiap to prevent private animoſity from having any influ- 
ence on thoſe operations; he has ſpared neither his time, nor pains 
and trouble, to diſcoyer the errors into which he might have been 


We: 


preferred rather to be leſs prudent, and in the conteſt between his 
opinion and the goodneſs of his heart, the latter has always had the 
| aden With regard to the property of individuals killed in 
arms, abſent fugitives, or tranſported, he has done every thing that 
was humanely poſſible to prevent depredation. Wiſe regulations, 
the execution of which has been entruſted to honeſt and able men, 
have eſtabliſhed order in that department —have continually ſought 
the means of preſervation, and prepared things in ſuch a manner, 
that the intentions of his Majeſty on that ſubject will be eaſily ful - 
Such is, Sir, the opinion of the court. It was its duty to mani - 
feſt it, in order to let nothing be unknown to his Majeſty's miniſters 
of What may contribute to the peace and proſperity of this colony, 
and in order to do that juſtice which is due to àa commander, whoſe 
pure, upright, and benevolent intentions have diſplayed themſelves 
in numerous circumſtances undoubtedly. If, being almoſt conſtantly 
taken up with military ; and if, finding it impoſſible to 
obſerye-every thing himſelf, it has been totally out of his power in 
ſuch a ſhort ſpace of time to make this colony reap all the advan - 
tages he wiſhed, he has however procured to it very great ones pro- 
greſſively, and his continual care will procure more. But his con- 
| duct has particularly been worthy of praiſe in the line in which I am 
eſpecially directed to converſe with you; and I am now to beg of 
you, Sir, in the name of the court, to declare to his Majeſty's 
miniſters, that if the colony of Martinique, in the ſeries of diſturb- 
ances and danger by which it has been ſurrounded, and notwith- 
ſtanding the « arg agitators, has enjoyed ſome tranquillity, we 
are indebted for it to the meaſures taken on that point by the com · 
mander in chief. ane f e n paotomsr nuded 1 - 
I have the honour to be, &c. Bs oO 
ene, L. Hante, 


led Sometimes, through the apprehenſion of being unjuſt, he has 5 
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Copies of Separate Inſtructions to General Sir Charles Grey, dated 
Nov. 1793 :—With Copies of ſeveral Papers therein referred to. 


Separate Inſtructions for our truſty and well-beloved Sir 
Charles Grey, Knight of the Moſt Hon. Order of the 


Bath, and Lieutenant-General of our Forces, whom 


we have appointed General and Commander in Chief 


ol our Forces, employed or to be employed in the Welt 
Indies. Given at our Court at St. James's, the 


- Day of November 1793, in the thirty-fourth Year of | 


our Reign. 


| Whereas it has been repreſented to us, that it may be neceſſary, - 


for prevention of all diſputes that might otherwiſe ariſe concerning 


the diſtribution of booty gained from the enemy at land during the 
preſent expedition, that certain rules and proportions ſhould be laid 


down and ſettled for the diſtribution thereof: Now, being defirous 


to preſerve that harmony and good underſtanding between our land 
and ſea forces, which is neceſſary for the carrying on this ſervice © 


with ſucceſs, we have thought fit to order, and we do hereby order 


and direct, that you do ſettle with Sir John Jervis, or with the com- 
mander in chief of our ſhips, in what manner and proportion booty 


taken from the enemy at land during the preſent expedition ſhall be 
diltributed between our land and ſea forces, in all caſes where the 


ſaid land and ſea forces ſhall be jointly engaged in the attacking and 


taking of any place, fort, or ſettlement from the enemy. 


And that you may be appriſed of ſuch methods. as have been 


heretofore taken in the like caſes, we have ordered two copies of 


former Regulations to be delivered to you with theſe our Inſtructions, 


whereof one is an order made for the diſtribution of prizes and 


booty that ſhould be taken in the Weſt Indies in an expedition 


againſt the French iſlands, under the command of Commodore 


Wilmot, in the year 1694; and the other a Regulation ſettled by 


her late Majeſty © Anne, for the diſtribution of prizes and 

booty, that ſhould be taken from the enemy in the year 1702, in 
an expedition deſigned to have been commanded by the Earl of 
Peterborough ; together with a Paper that had been prepared in 
the year 1740, in conformity to the two preceding ſettlements, ſo 
far as they are not repugnant to proviſions made in this behalf by 
ſubſequent Acts of Parliament; and likewiſe certain Plans for the 
diſtribution of the prizes and booty, which had been taken at St. 
Fuftatius by the late Lord Rodney and Major General Vaughan, 
tranſmittted by my orders for their conſideration and opinion there- 
on, in a letter from the late Lord Viſcount Sackville, then being 
one of our principal Secretaries of State; whereby you may be the 
better enabled to form ſuch diſpoſitions and regulations for the dit- 
rr1bution of booty gained from the _ at land, during the preſent 
expedition, as may be agreeable to juſtice and to former practices 
on the like occaſions. And whereas it is our royal intention that 
our reſpective corps of black dragoons, pioneers, and artificers, who 
may ſerve in this expedition, ſhould have an equal ſhare in all _ 

1 8 8 „ | ps N galne. 
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gained from the enemy, in common with our regular troops, you 
are hereby directed to take care, that in all diſpoſitions the ſaid _ 
corps be conſidered, and have their fhare of ſuch booty allotted to 
them, in proportion to their reſpective numbers, ranks, and pay: 
You will alſo take care that, in ſuch diſpoſitions, a proper regard 
be had to all negroes who ſhall attend this expedition, and to all 
peaſants and others working to clear ground, aſſiſting at fieges, or 
otherwiſe employed in any military ſervricſſe. 
Whereas by our proclamation, bearing date the .19th of this 
inſtant June, we have directed in what manner and proportion all 


prizes taken at ſea, during the preſent war with Spain, ſhall be diſ- 


tributed, purſuant to the power reſerved to his Majeſty for that 
purpoſe, be an Act paſſed. the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled, 
« An Act for the more effectual ſecuring and encouraging the trade 
of his Majeſty's Britiſh ſubjeQs in America, and for the encourage- 
ment of ſeamen to enter into his Majeſty's ſervice,” as by our laid 
proclamation, reference being thereunto had, may more fully ap- 
pear : | | . 27 15 
FAG! whereas it will alſo be neceſſary to prevent all diſputes that 
may ariſe during the preſent expedition about booty taken from the 
enemy at land, that certain rules ſhould be laid down, and propor- 
tions ſettled, for the diſtribution of ſuch plunder ; we have thought 
fit to order and direct, and we do hereby order and direct, 

1ſt. That in all caſes where his Majeſty's land and fea forces ſhall 
be equally engaged in the attacking or taking of any place, fort, or 
country from the enemy, the booty there gained ſhall be diſtributed 
between the ſaid land and ſea forces engaged in ſuch enterpriſe in 
the manner following; viz, _ 5 Nod 
The whole amount of ſuch booty ſhall be divided into fifteen 
equal parts or portions, | | Ei . 
| Whereof 5 — 15"* ſhall be given to the two Com- 

5 — 15” manders in Chief of the land and fea forces, to be 

. equally divided between then. 

| To the other General Officers, Admirals, and Com- 
1 — 15* modores, to be divided amongſt them, in proportion ta 
their reſpective ſalaries 1 — 15. 2 „ 
To the ſeveral Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, ow 
ter Maſter General, Adjutant General, Commullary 
General, Pay Maſter General of the land forces, ] udge ay 

- Advocate, Secretaries to the. General and Admiral, 

Provoſt Marſhal, Phyficians, Surgeons, and Chaplains 

| General, by land and ſea, Majors of regiments and of 

„eus brigades, ee ian upon the eſtabliſhment, Cap- 
357 15 tains and Lientenants at land and ſea, Enſigns, Adju- 
tants, and Quarter Mafters of regiments, Chaplains 

and Surgeons of. regiments and ſhips, Directors of the 

_ Hoſpital, their Surgeons and mates, to be divided 
amongſt them, in proportion to their reſpective ſalaries, 
excepting in tbe particulars hereinafter mentioned, 


The 


gm lgf 


| | | [ 
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I rchthbe remaining 6 parts to be divided amdngſt all the 
8 Non-commiſſion Officers at land and ſea, Soldiers and 
1 '3 Sailors, in proportion to their reſpective pay or ſalary, 
| | excepting only as hereafter is provided. MEL SWETO 


: 2. In which diſtribution Commanders in Chief by land and by 
ſea ſhall be equally conſidered; Rear Admirals ſhall be accounted 
as Major Generals ; Commodores wearing broad pendents as Bri- 


gadier Generals; Captains of the ſhips of line of battle as Colonels; 


Captains of leffer ſhips of war, giving rank, as Lieutenant Colenels ; 
Matters and Commanders of fire ſhips, bomb ketches, floops, and 
other ſhips of war, not giving rank, as Majors; Lieutenants at 
| ſea, and Maſters of ſhips, giving rank, as Captains of the land 
forces; Gunners, Purſers, Boatſwains, and Cooks, as Licutenants 
of land forces; Midſhipmen, and all other petty officers at ſea, as 
Serjeants of the land forces, notwithſtanding any diſparity between 
the pay and falary of ſueh land and ſea Commanders; and ſhall re- 
ceive their portion of plunder accordingly. It is likewiſe our plen- 
ſure that all Soldiers and Sailors, notwithſtanding any diſparity in 
their pay, be equally conſidered and receive their reſpective ſhares 
accordingly. . in $54 bg 55 | 
3. But whenever the ſervice done ſhall be carried on by the land 
forces only, then the whole booty ſhall be divided amongſt them, 
in the following manner: | 5 . ate 
To the General and Commander in Chief 5 — 15 
To the General Officers, in proportion to their | 
reſpective ſalaries 3 
To the ſeveral Colonels and Lieutenant Colonels, 
Quarter Maſter General, Adjutant General, 
Commiſſary General, Paymaſter General, | 
Judge Advocate, Secretary, Phyſician, Chap- 
lain, and Surgeon to the General, Provoſt 
Marſhal, Majors of regiments, and of brigades, l 1 
Aid-de-camps upon the eſtabliſhment, Cap- 1 3 — 15 
tains, Lieutenants, Enſigns, Adjutants, Quar- 
ter Maſters, Chaplains and Surgeons of regi- 
ments, Directors of hoſpitals, their Surgeons, 
and Mates, 3 — 15, to be divided amongſt | 
them, in proportion to their reſpective pay or- 


ſalaries - = — Ns 
The remaining ſix parts to be divided amongſt | 


_ the Non-commiſſioned Officers and Soldiers, in þ '6 — 1 5e | 
proportion to their reſpective pay or ſalaries 855 
RS ; RE ; ; . . —— : 
17 


4. It is likewiſe our intention that in both the afore- mentioned 
diſtributions, Commiſſaries of ſtores and proviſions, and all the 
; N N a N . : 2 Com- 
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r 
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Sc PAPERS RELATIVE TO 


+ . Commiſſion and Non-commiſſion Officers, - Engineers, Gunnere, 
M.,atroſſes, Artificers, and Soldiers belonging to the train of artil. 
lery attending this expedition, be conſidered and have their ſflare 


ol the ſaid plunder, in proportion to their ranks and ſalaries. 

F. But no Officer ſhall be allowed to ſhare in two capacities, (that 
is to ſay) both as a General Officer and Colonel of a regiment, or 
as Adjutant and Lieutenant, as the caſe may happen; and when- 

ever any perſon ſhall hold two different employments, he ſhall chuſe 

nin which of them he will take his dividend ; but it is not hereby in- 
tended to exclude Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, and Majors from 
receiving their ſhares as Captains, as well as Field Officers 
6. And whereas his Majeſty, by inſtructions to his Governors of 
his colonies. on the continent of North America, and to his Go- 
vernor of the Leeward Iflands, has declared it to be his royal in- 
' tention, that the forces ordered to be raiſed by the ſaid Governors 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, and to attend this expedition, ſhall have 
an equal ſhare in all plunder gained from the enemy, in common 
- with the reſt of his Majeſty's troops: Now you are hereby directed 
to take care, that in all diſtributions the ſaid American levies be 
conſidered, and have their ſhare of all booty, in proportion to their 
reſpective ranks and pay accordingly. | p 
7. We do alſo think fit to Ges than ee or Peaſants work- 
ing to clear 123 and aſſiſt at ſieges, ſhall be conſidered, and 
dave their diſtribution of booty equally with the common Soldiers; 
and that every Officer, Soldier, or Seaman, that ſhall happen to be 
wounded in any ſiege or action where booty ſhall be taken, ſhall 
have a double ſhare in proportion to his rank, in conſideration of 


duch wounds. 
ANNE R. 


The Diſtribution of Prizes and Booty that ſhall be 
| taken from the Enemy in the Weſt Indies. | 
That of all the prizes taken at ſea, her Majeſty do, in the ſirſt 
place, reſerve to herſelf and the States General, all guns, arms, and 
ammunition, the hulks, ſails, cordage, anchors, naval ſtores, and 
proviſions of ſhips of war. by | 
That the whole remainder, after deducting the tenths for the | 
Lord High Admiral, her Majeſty and the States General ſhall 
have two thirds. | CEE eas | . 5 


That the remaining third (after ſuch defalcation) ſhall be divided 
into fixteen parts, and diſtributed as follows: 5 a 
JJ 3 3 Sixteenths { 
To the Vice Admiral FFF f 
To the Captains and Lieutenant 4 . 

To the reſt of the Non-commiſſion Offi-7 8 
cers and Semen | | t 
That all prizes at ſea be divided among the Seamen only, accord- a 
ing io the faid proportions z and that the booty at land be divided ft 
among the Landmen'only, „ | : 


) 2 | | | | That 


| - SIR C. GREY AND J. JERVIS, Me" 
That of all booty taken at land her Majeſty does reſerr.g her- 
ſelf and the States General two thirds, in cafe the town or 2 
taken by capitulation-; but in caſe the place or town be taken . | 
| ſtorm, then her Majeſty reſerves to herſelf and the States General 
only one third. 5 2 5 | 
That the remaining third, or two thirds as aforeſaid, ſhall be di- 
vided into ſixteen parts, aud ſhall be diſtributed as follows, viz. 
,, Eo a Ta rr 
Io the other Officers 8 . 
To the Colonels,' Lieutenant Colonel, ) 
Major, Captain, Lieutenants, and } 4 
- Fane nm is - y BO os i, 
To the reſt of the Non-commiſſioned . Met 
Officers and Soldiers <- = _ F . 


That when any Landmen are commanded on board any ſhips f 
her Majeſty and the States, in any expedition, or if in their paſſage 
to the Weſt Indies, or in the Weſt Indies from one place to ano- 
ther, that tranſports ſhall be engaged, and a prize taken, the Land- 
men, as well Officers as common Soldiers, on board the ſhips of 
war gr tranſport ſhips, ſhall be conſidered as Seamen; and that when 
Seamen ſhall be joined with Landmen in land ſervice, they likewiſe, 
both Officers and Meh, ſhall be conſidered as Landmen in the divi- 
dends of the booty. „ 7 e 155 
That of all booty and prizes to be taken in any ſervice at land, 
in which the Commanders in Chief of the ſquadron for the time 
being ſhall aſſiſt, with Seamen belonging to the ſhips of that ſqua- 
dron (which Men ſhall not be diſtributed into companies of a leſſer 
number than what the land forces do conſiſt of), the Commander in 
Chief ſhall have the ſame ſhare as is allowed to a Colonel, and the 
Officers which ſhall be appointed by him to command theſe Men 
ſhall in like. manner be conſidered as land Officers. . 
That where her Majeſty's ſhips and thoſe of the States ſhall con- 
eur in the fiege or attack of a place, the Officers and Seamen of 
thoſe ſhips ſhall ſhare in the diſtribution of the booty as Landmen. 
That if any fleet of the enemy thall come to relieve any place ſo 
attacked or beſieged, and that the fleet of her Majeſty and the 
States General, or any ſquadron of it, ſhall attack ſuch fleet, then 
the Officers and Seamen, of ſuch fleet. or ſquadron, ſo engaged, 
_ ſhare as Landmen in the diltribution of the booty of ſuch place, 
if taken. CEO „ 5 
That in all other caſes which cannot be foreſeen, the Admiral of 
the fleets of her Majeſty and the States General in the Welt Indies, 
and the General of the land forces there, ſhall concert ſuch mea- 
ſures for the diſtribution of the booty and plunder, as may ſeem 
moit agreeable to theſe directions, and as the particular nature of 
ie caſe may require. „ 8 82 


Yann ** 


y- in all ſuch caſes as aforeſaid, where the ſea and land meu 
. be jointly entitled to the dividend; the ſame ſhall be done after 


reſpective defalcations above mentioned, according to the fol · 


lowing proportions: _ Ka. gk : 3 
+ N b the Aqui ad General us und ? 3 Sixteenths. 
Between the Vice Admiral and other Ge- 

neral Officers - - s "hy 


| Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, Majors, 
Fx. aa at ſea and land, and En- E 4 
1 10s "EY 5 wh GO y Bi 01 
The reſt of the Non -· commiſſioned Officers y > 
at ſea and land, the Seamen and Sol- { 8 
OO a BRO 1 £, r= iS we 
That no officer of the militia ſhall be conſidered as a Colonel that 


commands leſs than 500 men, nor as a Captain that hath fewer 


in his company than 40, unleſs ſuch regiment or company, after 
their proceeding on this expedition, happen to be reduced by ſick - 
neſs, or the accidents of war. „ 

The ahoveſaid proportions allowed to the ſeamen and landmen 


mall be in all caſes diſtributed between the Engliſh and Dutch is 
manner following; vis. the Dutch ſhall have ſuch part thereof as is 


proportionable to the number of ſhips or landmen reſpectively em- 
-ployed in the reſpective ſervices, to be divided among them as their 


Commanders in Chief meer wy e proper, and the reſt ſhall be dit- 


poſed as aboveſaid to her Majeſty's ſubjects. 


The Diſtribution of the Prizes and Booty that ſhould be 


taken in the Weſt Indies, under the Command of 


2 Commodore Wilmot, 1694 · 5 
1. All prizes taken at ſea were to be diſtributed aeg to an 
Act of Parliament in that behalf; and of all the booty at land, a 
third part was to be fet aſide for the Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica, 
when Commander in Chief on any expedition, or to the Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being; the other two thirds to be 
diſtributed among the officers and ſoldiers, as will be hereafter more 
particularly expreſſed. | | Xi NR 
222. His Majeſty's part of all prizes at ſea was to be divided 
among the ſeamen only, and the booty at land among the land- 


a men. r 


3. But when landmen happened to be commanded on board upon 

any expedition, er if in their paſſage to the Weſt Indies their tranſ- 
port ſhips ſhould be engaged, and à prize taken, ſuch landmen 
were to be conſidered as ſeamen, and their officers on board to receive 
a ſhare, according to their pay; and in like manner the ſeamen and 
their officers, when on ſhore, were to receive @ dividend, according 
to their pay. F „ 


„ ACT - 


F R 25 * PL * £ : = . 
FFC ccc . 


82 
I 
V+ 
LAS 
MH 
8 
Fe 
I 
onl 
0 
= 


. SIR C. GREY AND J. IERvIS. | „ 
4. That all booty taken in ſervice on ſhore, wherein the 8 
mander in Chief of the ſquadron for the time being ſnould aſſiſt, Win 

400 ſeamen or more, the ſaid Commander in Chief was to have thñůe 
ſhare allotted to ꝝ Colonel, and the officers appointed by him to com- 
mand thoſe men to be conſidered as land officers. | 
5. No officer of the militia was to be conſidered as a Colonel, who 
commanded tefs than five hundred men, nor as a Captain if he had leſs 
in his company than fifty; unleſs ſuch regiment or company ſhould, 
after their proceeding on the expedition, happen to be reduced by 


ſickneſs, or accidents of war. | 35 5 
| Two Thirds of the Booty taken at Land to be thus divided, 
To Field and Staff Officer. 
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Colonel as Colonel 1 
IL Colonel as L Colonel 

Major as Mer 
JJͥͤĩð́iãdWʒuwbu 8 | 
Ro, CL OO Eo ou 
_ Surgeon /) 
Zurgeon's Mates 2—4 ſhares each 
Quarter Maſter = 2 6. 


Total 72 


% % 


| One Company. | 


- 


„„ Hoes 
Two Lieutenants, each 6 ſhares _ 


5 Six . '- „ 

Six Corporals - k 

- Two Drummers 
Two hundred private men 
Five Companies more, conſiſting 

of the like number — 

The Commiſſary of Stores and 5 
Proviſions, Pay- maſter of the 
Forces, Commiſſary of the 
Miuſters, and Judge Advocate 
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5 . 1,599 
Js o the Officers of the Ordnance. © 
Enſign =_ EO Ir E 
MMaſter Gunner 
Gunner's Mate 
_ Twelve Gunners, each three ſhares 
Fire Maſter  - Foo = as 
Six Bombardiers, ch and 4 ſhares 227 
e 402 
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ot . 6 PAPERS RELATIVE o | 
. "Maſter Carpenter : if 
5 Three Mates, each 3 and 3 ſhares | 8 : 
ee | „ Pina. <7 2 
PITS 15599 
s | Total — 75 5 


Two Thirds of the king : ber. 15 thi Biſons at fea 1 were to be 
we divided after this manner; viz, . 


re the Captann - Three Eighths. 
A". oem. 
Boatſwain bs : FE; 
WW „ 
ier - | 8 
Carpenter  -. - <= 
Maſter's Mate 
Surgeoen + 5 
A 8 1 
een, - 2; 8 
_ Carpenter's Mats 7 
Boatſwain's Mates - > One Eighth. , 8. 
. Gunner's —_—__ IE 55 3 
To the Corporals Gy 
Yeomen of the Sheets - 700 
Cockfwain  - - 805 
Quarter Maſters =» 8 
Doctor's Mates - "= 5 EX 
Surgeon's Mates - | 7 = 
Yeomen of the Powder j ED FE 
Room ; * 1 „ - 
OED | Trumpeter „ | | 8 3 
Quarter Gunner! R . ES 
Carpenter's Crew 75 = 8 
Steward's _ . 8 8 
„„ >... 1 „ 8.— 5 
J [ Ei 
| Hare Mate = | Two Eighths. 3 f 1 
85 Swabber 5 © if 8 BY 
Ordinary Trumpeter · 1 . 3 
Barber 3 | "_ £7 
Able Seamen <- _- J 5 8 Big 
a Laſtly, ſuch officers, Baden and beam as dre ove to | 


receive wounds in any action, where booty or 
taken, were to have a double ſhare, 1 in conſideration 0 


f the ſaid wounds. 
ag 


sm c. GREY AND SIR J. IRIS. © oy" 


Iunſtructions for our trufly and well-beloved Sir 


. George Bridges Rodney, Baronet, Admiral 

GEORGE R. and Commander in Chief of our Naval Forces 

e in the Leeward Iſlands; and the Honourable 
On Major General Vaughan, Commander in 

'" (Ls 8.) Chief of our Land Forces in the ſaid Iflands. 


/ Given at our Court at St. James's, the 
Thirtieth Day of March 1781, inthe Twenty- 
firſt of our Reign. to | 


55 Whereas, by the bleſſing of God upon your prompt and . 


gorous execution of our orders, you have obtained poſſeſſion of the 
Dutch iſlands of St. Euſtatius, St. Martin, and Saba, and thereby, 


and in conſequence thereef, captured a large number of fhips and 


veſſels, merchandiſe, naval and military Rores, proviſions, and other 
effects, the property of the enemy, which by law appertaineth 
unto us in virtue of our prerogative royal: But we, being gra- 
ciouſly diſpoſed to reward the zeal and bravery of you our ſaid Com- 
manders in Chief, and of our land and ſea forces under your reſpective 
commands, employed upon theſe ſervices, and to encourage all 
others our forces, and their commanders, to pay the like read 
and punctual obedience to our orders, and to exert their utmol 


N alacrity, and intrepidity, in the execution of them, do 


relinquiſh, and have hereby relinquiſhed, all our right, title, and 
claim to the ſaid ſhips and veſſels, merchandiſe, naval and mili- 


| tary ſtores, and other effects of the enemy, ſo captured by you 


our ſaid Commanders in Chief, and our land and fea forces under 
your reſpective commands (except only the whole of the provi- 


ſions, and the ordnance, arms, ammunition and other military ſtores, 


provided for the defence of the ſaid iſlands, or which may be 
Judged neceffary by you and our engineer for that purpoſe), which 
have been found therein, the ſame to be for your and their ſole uſe 
and benefit, to be divided in ſuch manner as we ſhall hereafter direct 
and appoint; ſaving always to the ſettled inhabitants of the ſaid 
iſlands the poſſeſſion of their lands and produce thereof, houſes, ſlaves, 
cattle, furniture, utenfils, and ftock, that ſhall be found thereon, as 
alſo all ſuch effects as ſhall be proved to be the property of Britiſh 
ſubjects lawfully exported thither, or which may lawfully be impart» 
ed into Great Britain from thence, _ 8 1 a 
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No. 1 15 | 7 2 1 
G af a Letter Pa Sir Charles Grey, K. B. and. Sir | bi, 


K. B. to Mr. Secretary Dundas ; dated Barbadaes, 1 6h Fanuary 


1 794- Received Yo February 1794. (One Inelgſure. ) 2 
Sia, 25 Barbadoes, 6th January 1794. 


In obedience to "his ; Majeſty s moſt gra cious commands, ſignified 


to us in your letter of the | ovember laſt, we beg leave 
humbly and dutifully to ſubmit to his Royal conſideration the en- 
cloſed plan for the diſtribution of ſuch booty as may be taken in 
the expedition under our command, which we truſt will be Fol 
| equitable, and likely to ſeal the harmony which * lubfiſts 8 
tween his MOT: s land and ſea forces. 


We have the honour to be, 
„ gy 
Vaoour moſt i 
. ROT. Humble 2 
3 E C. GREY, 
Mr. Secretary Dundas. 7s 1 7 JERVIS. 
No. 12. 


Ca Sir ci Grey's and Sir John Jervis, of "Ty 
January 1794.) 


| DISTRIBUTION OF BOOTY, Kc. 


2 > Carat tes in Chief (equally) „ LS. 64 
| Lieutenant Generals, Major — and Bri. | 5 
gadier Generals; Vice and Rear — Do. 
and Commodores — 8 | 
Colonels, . 8 and Majors, } © 
| Paſt 9 and * and 8 15 Do. 
ery : 
| Captains of the Army nnd Marines, and Lieu- e 
tenants of the Navy - : 17 3 Do. 
Subalterns of the Army and Marine, and 7 0 Do. 
Warrant Officers of the Nay x * e 


; Petty Officers of the Navy, Sehe . we 5 
Army and Marines | 85 . | 2 7 5 


22 — mn — * = 


Saldinny, Seameny and a Du 5 16 


8 
5 


. parks RELATIVE ra 
. | 5 No. 13. 15 15 1 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Sir Charles Grey, | 
. B.; dated Whitehall, 7th March 1794. 
His Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to approve of the plan ſuggeſted 
in Sir John Jervis and your joint letter, for the diſtribution of 
ſuch booty as may be taken in your expedition; and J ſhall take 
the neceſſary meaſures for carrying the ſame into effect. | 


1 e „„ N 
C of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland, to the Agentt 
on behalf of the Inhabitants and Proprietors of the Iſland of 
Martinique ; dated Ii hitehall, 3oth April ig pp. 
 GentLemen, ' Whitehall, oth April 1795. 
In anſwer to the Memorial which has been tranſmitted to me 
from the Agents on behalf of the inhabitants and proprietors 
of the iſland of Martinique on the ſubject of, certain procla- 
mations iſſued during the command of Sir Charles Grey and Sir 
John Jervis in the Weſt Indies, I beg leave to inform you, that 
his Majeſty's miniſters, the moment they were informed of the na- 
ture of thoſe proclamations, ſent directions reſpecting them, in con- 
ſequence of which, no further proceedings were had upon them; and 
tion has fince been received, that thoſe directions were ſo 
elearly underſtood, that the money which had been paid as contri- 
bution has already been returned; ſo that the proclamations in queſ- 
tion cannot but be conſidered to be, as in fact they are, annulled. 
5 VVV J am, &c. . 
e COT NO > » PORTLAND: 
To the Agents on behalf of the Nr re nd 
inhabitants and proprietors of | 
the rland of Martinique. 


Copy of the Memorial of the Weſt India Planters and. Merchants ; 
dated London, May 4th, 1795. Received 7th May, from Lord. 
_* Penihytt. PEE ge ns of 3 5 
To his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of his Majeſty's Principal 
1 Fgerretaries of State. ü 5 
The Memorial of the Weſt India Planters and Merchants; 
Sheweth, 56 „ ne” 
That your Memorialiſts are under the greateſt alarm for the 
ſafety of the Welt India colonies, owing to the preſent weak ſtate 
of their defence, and the very imminent dangers with which they 
are tarcatened, both by external attacks und the internal diſſemina- 


Tion of French principles. | | WH 
tion ig hy e Ti: BM 


* x S 
4 \ 
4 
„ 
' 


_ $IR ©, GREY AND s J. JERVIS,” 369 


That che fyſtem of general emancipation, introduced by the French 


 gmong their own negroes, and which they have endeavoured to 


communicate to all the Britiſh iſlands, has created a very formidable 
_ acceſſion of ſtrength to themſelves, as was lately experienced in 
the iſland bf Guadaloupe, and that temporary exertions of more than 
ordinary vigour, are thence become neceſſary for the defence and 
ſafety of thoſe iſlands. 4 3 | 
That your Memorialiſts cannot but, upon this occaſion, advert to 
the repreſentations they have ſo urgently made to his Majeſty's 
Secretary of State, ſtating the conſequences which might be expect- 
ed to reſult from the unprecedented conduct ok: Sir Charles Grey 
and Sir John Jervis, on taking poſſeſſion of the French captured 


| | iſlands; which conduct they muſt conſider as the primary and 


efficient. cauſe of the progreſs which the enemy has lately been en- 
abled to make, whether in the recovery of a part of the French 
_ colonies, or in the plunder and devaſtation of our own : That your 


Memorijaliſts ſee in the late proclamations of the French commiſ- 


ſioners not only a confirmation of this opinign; but great occaſion to 
dread that the violent proceedings of the Britiſh commanders may 
be retorted with aggravated ſeverity, whenever the fortune of war 


| ſhall afford an opportunity; and that it is with deep regret your 


Memorialiſts now reflect that had an carly and public diſavowal of 


the proclamations and proceedings in queſtion been made by the 


Britiſh Government, a great part of the recent calamities might 
have been prevented. | 0 5 | '9 


” 
* 


That from the late public events which have taken place in Europe, | 


as well as from many local circumſtances in the Weſt Indies, yout 
Memorialiits have reaſon to apprehend that the French nation will 
devote a conſiderable part of its force, which has hitherto been 
employed upon other fervices, to the capture and devaſtation of the 


Britiſh Weſt India colonies, being well aware of the immenſe adyan- 


tages thence derived.to the revenue, commerce, and naval ſtrength 
of the Britiſh empire. | ;S | | | 


That the Weſt India iſlands have, at all times, been greatly ex- 
poſed to the calamities of war; but that the evils which they have 


reaſon to dread from a continuance of the preſent war are infinitely 
more diſaſtrous than at any former period of their hiſtory, owing 
to the character of the enemy they have to contend with, and the 
deſtructive tendency of the principles avowed and propagated by 
that e 8 | | 

guard againſt theſe complicated davgers but a ſtrong military force, 
both by fea and land, for the general protection of all the iſlands, 
and a ſeparate garriſon to be flationed during the war in each iſland, 
for its own peculiar defence.  _ 25 r 
In a fituation of new and extreme danger, the exiſtence of the 


Britiſh colonies at ſtake, and the lives and fortunes of the inhabitants 


depending on the iſſue; your Memorialiſts do therefore, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, on behalf of thoſe inhabitants and themſelves, 
appeal to the wiſdom of his Majeſty's councils for protection, and 


Of r 8 _- humbly 
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That in the judgment of your Memorialiſts, nothing can effectually 
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humbly implore that if the war is likely to be continned, a force yr DE 
x 


be immediately ſent to the different iſlands, ſufficient as w 
to preſerve their internal tranquillity, as to defend them againſt a 


foreign enemy, and (as eſſential to the protection and ſafety of the 


remaining Britiſh colonies) that the conduct of thoſe Britiſh com- 


manders, who aſſumed a right to levy a general contribution on the 
inhabitants of the French captured iſlands, or to confiſcate their 


property, in contradiction to his Majeity's proclamation, may be 
| ſolemnly and publicly diſavowed, J 1 Ants a 7 ' 


+} Nos 16. 


- Copy of a Letter from his Grace the Dube of Portland 10 the We © 
* India Merchants and Planters 3 dated White! all, 12th May 1795. | - 
 GexrTLewen, - Whitehall, 12th May 1795. 

I have received, through Lord Penrhyn, your Memorial, praying : 8 


for a ſtrong military force, both by ſea and land, for the gene 


protection of the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, and a ſeparate garriſon 
to be ſtatianed+in. each iſland  *alſo for a public diſavowal of the 
8 iſſued during the command of Sir Charles Grey and 


ir John Jervis. 


Ihe anſwer already given by Mr. Secretary Dundas, and the ex- 
ertions which have been, and which continue to be, made for thñe 

protection of our Weſt India poſſeſſions, render it unneceſſary for 

me to dwell upon thoſe parts of your Memorial which relate to the 


military ſupplies you require. 
Wie 


containing the moſt direct and concluſive teſtimony of the light in 
which thoſe proclamations have been conſidered; the proceedings 


under them have been already countervailed, and I do not therefore 
ſee how they can ſerve even as a pretext to the French for executing 


the purpoſes which your Memorial ſuggeſts. 


You mult be well aware that it is not merely at this moment, but 
from the very commencement of the war, that the attempts of the 


— 


French to carry anarchy and devaſtation into our Weſt India iſlands, 
have been uniform and ſyſtematic ; originating with themſelves, 


and founded on thoſe regen which have been openly avowed by 


them in that quarter of the world.  - | 3 
I ſhall therefore only add, that a general declaration of the nature 


of that ww IT by the preſent Memorial, and involving in itſelf 


queſtions of the law of nations, cannot, with any degree of propriety, 

be made in the preſent caſe by his Majeſty's miniſters, acting as fuck, 
and not in any judicial capacity. 1 . 
Weſt India Merchants | „„ i 4+, - 
and Planters. 8 


| regard to a public diſavowal of the above done, 5 
I cannot help referring to my letter to you of the zoth of April, as 


Nw 


Sos A. ——_ a nn 


| Ce London, May 4th, 1795. 


= Memorial of the Weſt India Planters and Merchants; praying. for a 1 


Arong Military Force, both by Sea and Land, for the general Pro- 
tection of all the Britiſh 4 5 India Iſlands, and a ſeparate Garriſon 
10 be flationedin each land; alſo for a public Diſavowal of the Bro- 
clamations iſſued by Sir Charles Grey aud Sir John Jervis © © 


To the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, one of his Majeſty's Principal 5 


5 Secretaries of State. 
The Memorial 
That your Memorialiſts are under the greateſt alarm for the ſafery 


of the Weſt India colonies, owing to the preſent weak ſtate of their 


defence, and the very imminent dangers with which they are 
French principles. 
That the ſyſtem | 
French among their own negroes, and which they have endeavoured 
to communicate to all the Britiſh iſlands, has created a very formi- 
dable acceſſion of ſtrength to themſelves, as was lately experienced in 
the iſland of Guadaloupe; and that temporary exertions, of more 


| threatened, both by external attack, and the internal diſſemination ok 


than ordinary vigour, are thence become neceſſary for the defence 
and ſafety of thoſe iſſa nds. | ; 


That your Memorialiſts cannot but, upon this occaſion, advert to 5 


: the repreſentations they have ſo urgently made to his Majeſty's Se- 


ceretary of State, ſtating the conſequences which might be expected 
to reſult from the unprecedented conduct of Sir Charles Grey and 

Sir John Jervis, on _— poſſeſſion of the French captured iſlands; 

which conduct they mult conſider as the primary and efficient cauſe 


of the progreſs which the enemy has lately been enabled to make, 


whether in the recovery of a part of the French colonies, or in the 
plunder. or devaſtation of our own : That your Memorialiſts ſee, in 
the late proclamations of the French commiſſioners, not only a con- 


tirmation of this opinion, but great occaſion to dread that the violent 
proceedings of the Britiſh commanders may be retorted with aggra- 


| vated ſeverity, whenever the fortune of war ſhall afford an oppor- 
tunity; and that it is with deep regret your Memorialiſts now 
reflect, that had an early and public diſavowal of the proclama- 
tions and proceedings in queſtion been made by the Britiſh Go- 


vernment, a great part of the recent calamities might have been 


prevented. 


That from the late public events which have taken place in. Bu- 


rope, as well as from many local circumſtagces in the Weſt Indies, 


your Memorialiſts have reaſon to apprehend that the French nation 


will devote a conſiderable part of its force, which has hitherto been 
employed upon other ſervices, to the . and devaſtation of the 
Britiſh Welt India colonies, 917 well aware of the immenſe ad- 


=. 
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of the Welt India Planters and Merchants; : 
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of general emancipation introduced by the 


vantages 
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üllandse, and a feparate garriſon to be ſtationed 


publicly difarowed. 


on © PAPERS RELATIVE ro Be 
vantages thence derived to the revenue, commerce, and naval frength 


of the Britiſh.empire, - Ae Vp a Lois, | | 
That the Weſt India iſlands have at all times been greatly ex- 


| poſed to the calamities of war, but that the evils which mY have 


reaſon to dread from a continuance of the preſent war, are infinitely 
more diſaſtrous than at any former period of their hiftory, owing to 
the character of the enemy they have to contend with, and the de- 


ſtructive tendency of the principles avowed and propagated by that 
enemy. hy | 


That, in the judgment of your Memorialiſts, nothing can effec. 


- tually guard againſt theſe complicated dangers, but a ſtrong military 


force, both by fea and land, for the general protection of all the 
during the war in 


cach iſland for its own particular defence. 


In a ſituation of new and extreme danger, the exiſtence of the 
Britiſh colonies at ſtake, and the lives and fortunes of the inhabit- 
ants depending on the iſſue; your Memorialiſts do therefore in the 


moſt ſolemn manner, on behalf of thoſe inhabitants and themſelves, 8 


appeal to the wiſdom of his Majeſty's councils for protection; and 


 Kumbly implore that, if the war is 4 to be continued, a force may 
be immediately ſent to the different i | 


| di ands, ſufficient as well to pre- 
ſerve their internal tranquillity as to defend them againſt a foreign 


enemy; and (as eſſential to the protection and fafety of the remain- 


ing Britiſh colonies) that the conduct of thoſe Britiſh commanders 


who aſſumed a right to levy a general contribution on the inhabitants 


of the French captured iſlands, or to confiſcate their property, in 
contradiction to his Majeſty's proclamation, may be ſolemnly and 


| | Na at 


| Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Lord Penrlyn ; dated | 


| Horſe Guards, 8th May 1795. Do 
„M Los, HForſe Guards, 8th May 1795. 
I have received your Lordſhip's note, accompanying the Memorial 


of the Weſt India planters and merchants, praying for a ſtrong mi- 


titary force, both by ſea and land, for the general protection of the 
Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, and a ſeparate garriſon to be ſtationed in 
each iſland; alſo for a public diſavowal of the proclamations iſſued 
by Sir Charles wer and Sir John Jervis. © Ss | 
I feel much ſatisfaction in recollecting that at no period, fince the 
commencement of the war, has there been any deficiency of exer- 


tions in furnifhing the Welt India poſſeſſions with ſuch a ſupply of 
both naval and military defence as the national force of the country. 


would admit of; and if at any time theſe exertions have not, in all 


_ © reſpeQts, had their complete effects, it has ariſen from circumſlances 


in which it is impoſſible to impute any blame to bis Majeſty's mi- 


niſters. Theſe exertions will be unremitted ; but you are aware 


dat, in ſending reinforcements to the Welt Indies, the ſeaſgn of the 


sm C. GREY AND SIR J. JERVIS, 873 
year muſt of neceſ- ty be attended to; and permit me to take the 
iberty of ſuggeſting to the conſideration of the Weſt India planters 
and merchants, how far ſuch frequent public diſcuſſions on their own 
prey weakneſs is not calculated to increaſe, rather than diminiſh 
their danger... i | | £ 
I am — aware that the preſent warfare is, in almoſt every re- 
ſpect, different from any that ever exiſted; and that there is too much 
reaſon to apprehend, that the object of the engimy with whom we 
are engaged is rather a plan of ſavage devaſtation, than of conqueſt 
beneficial to themſelves: But I cannot admit that ſuch a plan on- 
ginated in any of the tranſactions of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John 
Jervis; it being an abſolute certainty that the ſyſtem is the natural 
conſequence of the principles on which the preſent government in 
France is founded, and exilted long before either Sir Charles Grey 
or Sir John Jervis were employed in the Welt > Jig . 
With regard to the proclamation to which you refer, I think it 
unneceſſary for me to add any thing to what is ſtated in the letter 
from the Duke of Portland. It is notorious that theſe proclama- 


tions were abandoned or annulled almoſt as ſoon as they were iſſued; 
and it muſt be mere pretext if ſuch uſe is made of them as you ſeem 


to apprehend. I object therefore to the propoſition of the Weſt 


India planters and merchants, becauſe they call upon his Majeſty's 
miniſters to eſtabliſh a general rule on a ſubject wlnch, in the various 


_ uſage of war, does not admit of a ſpecial definition; and, if the 
matter occurs to you in the light it does to me, I am ſure you can- 
not be diſpoſed to continue a diſcuſſion which can have no other 


tendency than to injure the feelings of meritorious officers, to whoſe 


great exertions their country is much indebted, and in particular 
that part of the Britiſh empire in which the Weſt India planters and 
merchants are fo deeply intereſted. | | | 

| | I have the honour to be, &c. | 


5 The Right Honourable XS 5 n 
Lord Penthyn, &c. &c. Ke. HENRY DUNDAS. 


5 e N . | 135 | 

Petition of the Inhabitants of St. Lucia to General Sir Charles Grey ; 
e ___—— TT Te 

| To his Excellency Sir Charles Grey, Knight of the Bath, 


General, Commander in Chief of his Britannic Ma- 


jeſty's Armies in the Weſt Indies. 


Ulay it pleaſe your Excellency, 3 
This iſland, long actuated with inteſtine diſſenfions, and which, 
Dad not its ſaviours arrived, would have ſunk beneath the repeated 


attempts of thoſe greedy fierce men, who, juſtice and liberty in their 
mouth, crime and tyranny in their heart, had framed the deſign al- 


the 


* 


ready put in execution at St. Domin 5 o, to invade all properties, after 


| kavikg murdered the proprietyrs; this iſland is reſpiring at laſt under 
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the tutclar flag of Great Britain; order and peace have ſucceeded 
diſorder and anarchy. The benevolent intentions made manifeſt by 
* Excellency have rendered hope to the loyaliſts inhabitants, ſo 
ng oppreſſed, and they already diſcover the dawn of the happy 
days, which are deſtinated to them: In ſuch a conjuncture they beg 
leave to apply themſelves to your Excellency, and expreſs their opi- 
nion and vows upon the moſt proper means to be made uſe of in 
order to procure to this ifland the degree of happineſs which its ex- 
tent, e e and foil, make it capable of. Among thoſe means, 
the moſt efficacious would be its abſolute independency from Mar- 
tinico, and chiefly for the adminiſtration of juſtice. +» 
The inconveniences ariſing from the neceſſity to go over to the 
council of Martinico fix times a year are numerous and ſenlible.' 
Firſt.— Writings of great worth, and whereof the loſs would be 
irrecoverable, are ventured, as well as the lawyers and ſuitors, to all 
the dangers of the ſea, eſpecially during the hurricane months. 
Second. When the lawyers are either unable or unwilling to 
go themſelves to the council, they ſend over the papers to their 
2 lawyers of Martinico, who have neither the time nor the 
will to examine carefully law-ſuits, in which they are perſonallß 


unconcerned, and the beſt cauſes are often loſt for want of a pro- 


r defence. | | 1 | e HE ET FAT IN 
Thirdly.— It is equally troubleſome and expenſive for the in- 
| habitants of St. Lucia to be conſtrained to go over themſelves 
to Martinico, in order to ſolicit a judgment in their written laws _ 

_ fuits, which commonly they obtain, but after ſeveral years of ſo- 
licitation. ; Lage Tet PALL bed „ 
Fourthly.— The money that lay out and ſquander away, the 
advocates, attorneys, ſuitors, folicitors, what it does coſt 10 the 
feals, depoſition of fines, preparatory and definitive ſentences, ex- 
pences of reception, and others, amount at leaſt, after a moderate 
computation, to 5cool. ſterling a year; and this ſum is very charge- 
able for an iſland in which there have been never 20,0001. ſterling in 
circulation. | . 5 . 
Fiſthly. The eſtabliſhing of a ſuperior tribunal in this iſſand will 
alike be advantageous to the trading of Great Britain. A mer- 
chant man's maſter, after having ſold his cargo, will not be conſtrain- 
ed to go over to Martinico to ſolicit ſentences againſt his no punc- 
tual or unfaithful debitors. = . . 
Sixthly. Such an eſtabliſhing will not be leſs uſeful for the judg - 
ment of the criminal than for that of the civil cauſes; the nid | 
will no longer be ſent beyond ſea to undergo their trials; they will 
be Known by their judges; and it is of an equal importance to ſecure 
the puniſhment of crime and the ſafety of innocence, that the judges 
may know the conduct, temper, and behaviour of thoſe whom they 
are to try, and 4 confront the whole life of the priſoner with th 
crime put to his charge. | | | TE 


Serenthly.— The authority of the Governor of St. Lucia and that 
of Martinico's council having never been preciſely determined, they - 
amoſt ever ſtood in oppoſition againſt each other, relatively to _ 
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jn ſettled bounds of their reſpective power; and the inhabitants ſub- 
mitted ro contradictory orders, found themſelves ſometimes put be- 
tween the arenen le owed to a ſuperior tribunal, and that with 
which they were bound towards the repreſentative of the King. 
This inconveniency will be removed when there will be in this iſland 
a court that will exerciſe its functions, under the over- ſeeing of the 
Governor, and preſided by himſelf. © e N 
Eighthly.— And in fine your petitioners, who from this time con- 
ſider themſelves as ſubjects of his Britannic Majeſty, whom there 
remains no hope to, but in his protection, who ſhall never ceaſe to 
_ deſerve it by their loyalty, love, and obedience, are entitled to the 
{ame treatment as his other ſubjects of the Weſt Indies, who all en- 
joy the advantage of an independent government, and of a juſtice 
they obtain in their own country. * SAW 25 
_ Againſt ſo urgent conſiderations, what could be reaſonably object- 
ed? Thoſe who would be deſirous to keep the iſland of St. Lucia in 
an eternal dependency under Martinico, will fay perhaps that it isin 
want of ſubjects having knowledge and experience enough to do 
 worthily juſtice. To this objection, the very eſtabliſhing of a coun- 
cil, which already took place in this ifland the laſt year, after its hav- 
ing paſt under the dominion of his Britannic Majetty, is a very ſa- 
tisfactory anſwer, The members who compoſed that tribunal had 
ever enjoyed the eſteem and confidence of their fellow- citizens; no + 29 1 
one of their judgments was diſannulled; no one was even challeng- WM 
ed; and experience of the paſt is with that reſpect a happy pledge 1 
for tlie future. 3 „ „ . | 
In conſequence your petitioners beſeech very humbly your Ex- _ 1 
celleney to grant them the eſtabliſhments of a ſuperior tribunal in „ 
this iſland, whereof all the members will be appointed by the repre- bt 
ſentative of the King, who will exerciſe their functions under his mw 
over-ſeeing, and will be preſided by him ; andin the event that your 
Excellency would not think proper to order the eſtabliſhing of a 
council in this iſland at this very moment, your petitioners intreat 
you very humbly to grant them your protection, in repreſenting to 
his Britannic Majeſty, that they may obtain that favour and claim 
from his benevolence and bounty” —_ OY Eo 
Pear mandement de tous les Commiſſaires, et au nom 
ddce tous les Habitans Loyaliſtes, de St. Lucie. 
Commiſſaire du Quartiere 
Ade la Reine. 
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Of a Letter from Sir Charles Grey, K. B. to Mr. Secretarx 
Dundas; dated 20th May 1795, incloſing a printed Pa- 
| pers intituled, “ Proclamations, and other ig iſſued 


y the Britiſh Commanders in the French 
Copy of a Letter from Sir Charles Grey, K. B. ts Mr, Secretary | 
Dundas; datad 20th May 1795. + "Xn 


Veſt India 


Six, FTE, N | 
Being informed that ſome difficulties have Ska in complying 
with the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons for copies of the pro- 
clamations iſſued by me and Sir John Jervis in the Weſt Indies, I 
think it right to acquaint yon, that ſeveral of the proclamat ions 
never having been acted upon, I did not think it neceſſary to tranf- 
mit them to his Majeſty's miniſters. Amongſt thoſe not ated upon 
were two, dated in May 1794, one of which was iſſued by Lieu- 
tenant General Preſcott, and the other by Sir John Jervrs and my- 
felf. Under thefe eircumſtances, not conſidering that any future 
conſequences would refult from them, authentic eopies were not pre- 
ferved. The merchants have, however, publiſhed what they ſtate 
to be copies or tranflations of thoſe papers (the originals of which 
I believe were in French); and I incloſe you a printed copy of that 
proclamation. I have reaſon to believe that they are not accurate; 
but as I cannot produce the originals, and as I wiſh to have every 
paper that can poſſibly afford information on the ſubject laid before 
the Houſe of Commons, I have no objection to become myſelf the = 
inſtrument of furniſhing my accuſers with the means of bringing 
under the conſideration of the Houle every part of my conduct dur. 
ing my command in the Welt Indies, I beg leave to add, for your 


peruſal, copy of an afſidavit made by General Myers, to be uſed in BE. 


the proceedings in the Court of Admiralty, as it ſtates many mas» 
terial facts reſpecting the proceedings of his Majeſty's forces in the 
capture of Martinique. e „„ EO Ws: 
© +295 7” ian in hononr ie beg es 
| 5 CHARLES GREY, 


Hertford-Street, 2oth May 279. 
Right Honourable Henry Dundas, h 
Fa KC. & c. KC. E ; | 
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Proclamations, and other Papers, I ued by the Britiſh Commanders in the © 


SR e. GRAY AND Sm J. JERVIS, » WY 


French Weſt India 1/lands.. | 


2 ö : * N "I . . f N F 4 * ; : 
N i , ; . 


© Declaration inviting the Inhabitants to Submiſſion. 


* The Aﬀembly, ſtyling themſelves the National Convention of 
France, having, in the ſaid kingdom and its dependencies, exerciſed 
the moſt boundleſs and ferocious deſpotiſm, deſtroyed religion, go- 
vernment, and laws, violated: all ſorts of property, and to fo many 


erimes added a declaration to plunge other nations into the ſame ca- 
lamities, to overthrow their Tepee conſtitutions, and the funda- 
mental principles of all civilized ſtates; and, in order to attain their 
end, Yot ſatisfied with making uſe of dark mancenvres, incendiaries 


and ſecret emiſſaries have gone the length of committing overt 
hoſtilities, and declaring a non-provoked war againſt bis Britannic 
Majeſty and his allies; and bis ſaid Majeſty having thereby been 
forced to have recourſe to arma, and to purſue a jult and neceſfary 
war for the protection of his ſubjects, the fafecy of his throne, 
the preſervation of the Britiſh eo bath; andthe defence of his 
alen : 9502 2396, ee ot PET ee ee 5 5 
The King conſidering alſo, that, according to public notoriety, 
the ſaid Convention and its adherents, among other atrocious pro- 
jects, have conceived that of totally deſtroying the French colonies 
in the Weſt India iſlands, a project which, in ſome places, they 


have executed under the moſt horrid circumſtances, and by the mol 


wicked and abominable means, and that, at the ſame time, they have. 
manifeſted ſimilar intentions againſt his Majeſty's poſſeſſions in this 
part of the world ; 5 e . 
In order, in the prompteſt and moſt efficacious manner, to check 
the execution of thoſe deſigns, and to protect his own colonies from 


the misfortunes by which they are threatened, his Majeſty, relying 
on the protection of Providence, the valour of his ſubjecta, and the 


jultice of his cauſe, has thought it convenient and neceſſary, by force 


of arms, to ſubdue the adherents of the aforeſaid pretended National 


Convention, and to reſcue the iſland of Martinico from the misfortunes 


and oppreſſion under which it en 5 | 


In conſequence whereof, We the underſigned Commanders in 
Chief of his Britannie Majeſty's land and ſea forces, in the Weſt 
Indies, by virtue, of the powers, which from his Majeſty we.have re- 
ceived to that effec, invite all the friends of peace, government, re- 
ligion, and order, in the iſland of Martinico, to ſhake off the yoke 
of a tyrannical oppreſſion, and to ſhelter themſelves from the horrors 
of anarchy, under the protection and government of a juſt and be- 
ners e, “, . . a pe an 
And by the preſent, ſolemnly promiſe, grant, and inſure to all 


| thoſe who, availing themſelves of this invitation, in a quiet and peace- 


Vor. II. 


- 


1 able 


328 ©» PAPERS RELATIVE To 


able manner ſhall ſubmit to the authority of the King, and put them- 
- felves under his Majeſty's protection, perſonal ſafety, as well az 4 
Full and immediate enjoyment f all their lawful property, according to 
their ancient laws and cuſtoms, and on the moſt advantageous terms, 
thoſe perſons alone excepled whoſe removal ſhould be found neceſſary for 
the ſafety of the land; and even to perſons of this deſcription; what- 
ever may have been their conduct, we promiſe a ſafe conveyance to 
France, or any other place they may chooſe, without injury to the 
King's ſervice: We further promiſe, that at the reſtoration of peace, 
the Bid ifland of Martinico Thatl enjoy all the commercial rights and 
privileges which are 6 = ag by the colonies of his Britannie Majeſty 
wm the Weſt Indies: We promiſe alto, to all perſons (the above- 
mentioned alone excepted) who, in the aforeſaid manner, peaceably 
ſubmitting, ſhall conduct themſelves as good and law ful ſabjedts of. 
his Majeſty, a full and unlimited amneſty for every act they may 
hay committed under colour or pretence of any authority whatever, 
exerciſed previous to the publication of the preſent, ſecuring them 
thereby againſt all proſecutions and moleſtations on account of acts 
5 from an authority unlawfully aſſumed. 5 


All ſuch perſons as, in contempt of his Majeſty's gracious and 


a - 


benevolent intention, ſhould dare to oppoſe this declaration, ſhall | 
be treated as, enemies, and remain expoſed to all the evils which 
the operations of war cannot fail to bring over their perfons agd 
aroperhy. oe, ont ate Ras $/54its 10 0 or deer ett} 
5 Given on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Bayne, on the 1 of 
e,, / fa 
2? (Signed) CHARLES GREY, General. 
„ òͤ ͤ ũ ec JORN. JERY Ib; VicrAdoyal. 
Ay order of their Excellencics,; 7 oe ban foot 
1 (Cigned) G. Fiſher, ? Seetal, L 7-11 5 5 


co. Purvis, 


. » 
* 4 * 


ä By Order of the Right Honourable Thomas Dundas, 

Major General in his Britannic Majeſty's Army, com- 

mandipg the c 
tte M Ilaad. 


All merchants, captains of veſſels, factors, and others, either 
French or foreigners, having in their poſſeſſion, within the circum 
ference of this town of St. Pierre, colonial productions and provi- 

ſions, of whatever kind and quality, are hereby ordered, to-morrow 
morning, between eleyen and twelve o'clock, to deliver, without fail, 

an Xl: true, and yerified ſpecification thereof, to Mr, Baillie, at 


onquered Part of the North ef this 


the head quarters, at the Intendant's hotel, under pain of impriſon- 
ment againſt the tranſgreſſors, and confiſcation of the, goods not de. 

lared; and the perſons aboye mentioned muſt-take care, in the ſaid 
Tpecification, to ſet down the name of the proprictors of the — 4 
3 jj ee 007 0D 2 Rs gre te TO ns 


ra 


SN c. REV AND sm J. JeRvIS, £41... 88 75 Joe 
| neerchandiavi the warehouſes where they are laid up, and the ſtreet 2 


where the ſaid warehouſes are ſituated, 


8 St. Pierre, Martinico, on the 4 of February, one 
thouſand | ſeven bungee and ninety-foyr. 


THOMAS DUNDAS, 
ee | 


Aw HE a 


—— — 


— 
„ — 


5 2 5 Balu concernin g the 1 Good. 


All perſons named hereafter, who, to the agents of the arniy aud 
navy, have delivered ſigned ſpecifications of the quantity of commo- 
dities, proviſions; &c. &c. at this time actually exiſting in their dif- 
ferent warehouſes, are hereby informed, that, taking. Inte conſidera- 
tion the decay and waſte to which. ſeveral articles included in the 
above ſpecificatians are ſubject, and the ſolicitations of the town 

and country with reſpe& to proviſions; we herewith grant them 
leave to 79 of the under- mentioned articles, and to ſell them to 
whom they pleaſe, and at ſuch a price as they think proper, on ex- 
preſs condition, that they ſhall remain anſwerable to the ſaid agents, 
and account, as often as ſhall be required, for the value thereof, at 


the rate hereafter mentioned, as 1 it was fixed by Government, on the | 


5 .26th of ne laſt. 


Glxen i in the Head Quarters at St. Piers, on x the Jevently of 
March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- four. 
| | ECC M VERA, 
Colonel, commanding his Britannie Majeſty” 8 


Forces in the town oe St. Pierre, aud its 
dependencies. | 


co SAVE THE kN 


a 


cw 


Aus, the Sale of eohich is. ani 


| Price fixed by Government, 
10 American Beef, „„ Liv. B. 
Salt Pork, ; | 132 Ditto. 
Cod Fiſh, FP 
Hlerrings, e 5 31 Ditto. 
Mackerel, e yon ONS - $6. - Ditto, Wn 
6d On ers Þ n 
Meier, 5 „ 0 
n,, ge © Lo © 7 Pto. 
| Candles, as I... bl "* i; PALE per 1b. 
Wo OE 8 3; 8 x20. per lb. 
NE 70 4288: ẽ Caſk 


Wine, of the. firſt qual 330 Fogſhead- 
Wine, of the f. ſecond, _ wat ti en Wo bar Ditto. 


ä WE Os = Ditto. | 
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| | Price fixed by Government. 8 2 


50 ; Ws 4 * e | Liv. 66 Barrel. 
Rice, 5 Ge” 905 The 36 Ditto. 
Peas and Beans, . „**. 


. . 1 — 8 G 4r gs Ditto. 


es concerning the Sale 7 57 the fiined 9 


1 Ordered by the preſent, that a public ſale of all the veſſels, com- 
- maodities, proviſions, and other articles, which are already, or mall 

be feized in the ifland of Martinico, is to be held on the tenth of next 
April, and following days, to which the inhabitants of the different 
iſlands are herewith invited, . 

Perſons, deſirous of becoming purchaſers, : are hereby informed, | 
- that they will be obliged to depoſit immediately 30 per cent. in ſpecie, | 
and that the remaining ſum is to he paid, at lateſt, within the follow- 

ing twenty days, in rcady:cafh, or bills of r N of P | 
the agents of the army and navy. : 
. Bt. e Martinicos March 18th, 1794. | | 


' Makrigico.,. 
| ET " PROCLAMATION.” 
; Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, Comn eg in | Chief of 
his Britannic Majeſty's land and ſea forces in the Windward Iſlands, 
| having reſolved, that all the proviſions, and other articles, here- 
tofore declared to the agents of ſeizure, in the town of St. Pierre, 
ſhall be publicly fold for the profit of thoſe who have ſeized them, 
all perſons, having made ſuch declarations are herewith ordered, 
as ſoon as the aforeſaid agents ſhall deſire it, to deliver up the pro- 
viſions and other articles thus declared. All perſons, that be 
y hitherto neglected to make fimilar declarations, are alſo ordered, at 
their riſk and peril, to make them without any further delay. 
| Given, ſigned with my own hand, and "al with my arms, | 
Head Quarters, on the tenth of April, one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and r > 
| | ROBERT PRESCOTr. 
2 By nc of the General, VV 
4 Mon, 42 e 


Prec lamat b jon, * TED PS of e a > line Declaration 
. 10 be made of all Sorts of Goods. _ 


7 Order of their Excellencies, General Sir Charles Grey, 
41 —— Admiral Sir John Jervis, Commanders in Chief of 
his Britannic Majefty's Ficets and Armies 1 in the Welt 
Indie: :- | 
"Nos attention he g been paid to as We of the roth 


Bilan, N *. elde General Preſets, ry gl the 
"2 Ef a 


* 
G * 


mc. RET AND sm J. JERVIS. es 1 
good people of this Leere, to aſſemble in their reſpective pariſhes 


and quarters for the purpoſe of chooſing perſons of known intelli- 
gence and approved integrity, to repreſent them in an Aſſembly, 
which, according to the ſaid Proclamation, was to be held at Fort 
Royal, Sunday the 18th inſtant, to meet the Commiſſaries appointed 
aud duly authoriſed by the Commanders in Chief, and to confer with 
them on the moſt equitable and moſt expeditious way and means to 
raiſe @ ſum of money adequate to the value of the conqueft, deſtined to 


8 valour, to compenſate the exceſſive fatigues, and, their 


conſequences, ſickneſs and mortality, and to make good the heavy 
expence, incurred by the Britiſh officers, ſoldiers, and ſailors, who, 
with unſhaken firmneſs, and matchlefs perſeverance, have atchieved 
the conqueſt of this iſland, ſubjected it to the Britiſh government, 
_ reſcued from a wretched exile the greateſt number of its inhabitants, 
and reſtored them to the quiet pgſelſton of their property, the confiſca- 
tion of which had already been decreed: !:! 7 
Aud the procraſtination of this general arrangement being the 


cauſe which prevents many well- diſpoſed inhabitants from carrying 


their commodities to market, and procuring themſelves what is ne- 
ceſſary for their habitations, to the obvious prejudice of the whole 
_ colony: e N | 
The Commanders in Chief, in order to remove ap evil of ſuch im- 
portance, and which is daily increaſing, enact and ordain as follows: 


EL 


- _ The civil commiſſaries, 1 reſpective pariſh, are to draw Y 
up and deliver, as ſoon as poſſible, exact hits of the habitations ſituated _ 


in the ſaid pariſhes, containing the number of ſlaves, cattle, acres of 
land, buildings, and plantations, an eſtimate of each of thoſe objects, 
and a ſpecification of all ſorts of productions made and gathered on 
each r wherein ought to be diſtinguiſhed thoſe that, bona fide, 
had been made and collected before the 23d of laſt March, 
The civil commiſſaries in the pariſhes of the different towns and 
| boroughs are likewife to draw up and deliver a liſt of the houſes, 
{laves, and ſervants, to be found in the ſaid towns and boroughs, 


Nating the proprietors thereof, the yearly rent of each houſe, and 


enumerating all ſorts of property, compriſed under the denomina- 
tion of goods, commodities, or merchandize, in the ſaid towus and. 
„ 1 5 III. g& VVV MN 185 

The civil commiſſaries are alſo ordered in their reſpeRive quarters 
to demand the ledgers, and all account books, notes, and deeds, be- 
Jonging to captains or agents of the French trade, as well as an exact 
account of all ſorts of property falling under the deſeription of va- 


cant ſucceſſion in each quarter of the colony, with a correct inven- 


tory of all the goods, effects, and chattels belonging to ſuch perſons 


47 . 3 1 


— 


3982 1 ren, 

as have been taken arms in hand, or killed during the ſiege, or 
buaniſhed the iſland; and further, a ſpecification Y all r e 

to perſons of any deſcription whatever refding in France. 

The civil commiſfaries are to name in their reports all perſons, 
without exception, that ſhould delay giving in the different ſpecifiea- 
tions required, or be ſuſpected of making a falſe declaration, or fail 
to give the uſual aſſiſtance neceffary for the exactneſs and impartiality | 

of reports of that kind; it being the intention and wiſh that the in- 
tended levy be made in the moſt equitable manner, and in exact pro- 
portion with the means of each individual. « DO ERTIES e 
The ſaid reports are to be made with all poſſible expedition, ſo 
that on Saturday the 31ſt inſtant, or ſooner, they may be delivered by 
the civil commiſſaries to the commiſſioners appointed to receive them, 
and who for this purpoſe will repair either to the Intendant's hotel 
àt St: Pierre, or ta the Governor's houſe at Fort Royal; the Com- 
manders in Chief having, on their part, manifeſted their ardent wiſh 
to adopt the mildeſt meaſures, declare herewith, that it is their firm re- 
felution: to have this preſent meafure fully executed, or, on failure of it, to 
avail themſelves of the power with which they are inveſled to order and 

enforce a general confiſcation. _ Wn „ ED 
Given under our ſignature, on board the Boyne, Fort Royal Bay, 
on the 21ſt of May, the year of our Saviour one thouſand ſeven 
_ hundred and ninety-four, and the thirty-fourth yeac of his Ma- 


jeſty's reign. 5 5 | 
I (Signed) CHARLES GREY, 
| | VVV 
By order of their Excellencies, fea N | 
\  _ (Signed) S. Fiſter, 


G. Purvis. 


- *. 


| Proclamation concerning the ſeized Goods, 

© The agents of ſeizures having repreſented to me, that at the ſala 
of commodities ſeized at the town of St. Pierre, a conſiderable defi- 
ciency has been found in the quantities delivered, which, in their 
opinion, originates from the long ſpace of time elapſed ſince the 
delivery of the ſpecifications thereof; the inhabitants of the ſaid 
town of St. Pierre are herewih ordered, next Monday morning the 
28th inſtant, to deliver to the above agents an ene {pcelbcaricn of 


the productions of the colony, at this time actually exiſting in their 
houſes and warehouſes, for which they are to remain anſwerable at 
their oven peril and hazard. A general ſale ſhall hereafter take place; 
and if it ſhould then appear, that any goods have been concealed, 


a | 


thoſe that are guilty thereof ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed. _ 


8 | 


Six estar ew a J. avis. „ 923 


Al ſuch perſons as have ſold commodities, or non-manufaftured 


: | bee are alſo ordered to deliver; without any e to the agents 
of ſeizures, an account of the ſums N 


"hs Pierre, Martiuico, 


April 26th; 1794. 


(Signed), | © ROBERT PRESCOTT, 


2 1 Xt Lieutenant General. 
: By the Governor 8 order, | | 


UN TO 


ah Ce, Secrerary. 


—̃ͤ — 


| Preclonai concerning the ed ue if aD rom every F 
for the A of al the 2 | F aj, 


| Manrinieo. 


By his 8 N Preſeort, Eſa. 1 


neral of his Britannie Majeſty' 
Commander in Chief of the Mane of e and 


its Dependencies. 


The inhabitants of che diſſerent Giiatters of the i0anl of Marti. 
- ten are deſired to meet in their reſpective pariſhes, for the purpoſe 
of chooſing, by ballot, for their repreſentative, an intelligent perſon 
of known age thn. £, ; and thofe deputies, after they are choſen, are 


"Tk requeſted to aſſemble next Sunday the 18th inſtant, in the town of 


s Forces, Governor and 


Fort Royal, to meet the commiſſaries appointed by their Excel- 
lencies Sir Charles Grey, K. B. and Admiral Sir John Jervis, K. B. 
for the purpoſe of fixing, in an equitable and efficacious manner, a 
general contribution (the amount of which ſhall be made known to 
| go repreſentative of each pariſh) to be paid by all thoſe who poſſeſs 
property in the colony ; the Commanders in Chief having [a rg 
that ſuch an arrangement would be much more convenient than a 
neral confiſcation other matters concerning the N of the co 
: gy will alfo be propoſed to them. 


Given at the Governor's houſe at St. Pierre, on the euch af May, 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and WE ha in the e | 


r of * Majeſty's reign. N 
| | (Signed) | | ROBERT PRESCOTT. 


(Signed) 


2” 5 order of 15 Seer 5 
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| Of General Myers“ Affidavit. 
In bis Mijeſty's High Court of Admiralty of England. © © * 
Wilham Myers, Brigadier General of his Majeſty's forces in the 
Weſt Indies, maketh oath, and faith, That he commanded a detach- 
ment of the army under the command of Sir Charles Grey, employ- 
ed in the conquelt of the iſland of Martinique, iv the months of Fe- 
bruary and March 1794 ; and by that means became well acquainted 
with the conduct of the planters and principal inhabitants of the ſaid. 
Wand, and particularly thoſe reſident in the town of St. Pierre, and 
the country adjacent. And this deponent further faith, That on the 
eth day of Febriz.ry 1794, Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, as 
Commanders in Chief of his Majeſty's land and ſea forces, ſent a 
ſummons, addrefſed “ To the Mayor, Prefidents of the Municipali- 
ties, and Citizens of the town of St. Pierre, and the Commandant 
of the Troops,” requiring them to ſurrender upon the terms offered 
in the proclamation iſſued by the ſaid Commanders in Chief, dated it 
January 4794. And this deponent further faith, He is informed 
and believes, that the aid-de-camp ſent with the ſaid ſummons ta 
the town of St. Pierre was not admitted into the town; and that 
the mayor of the ſaid town gave the watch-word or ſignal for reſiſt- 
ance. And this deponent ſaith, That great reſiſtance was made to, 
the Britiſh forces in all their attacks upon the faid iſland, both by 
the French military force, and the planters and other inhabitants; 
and that no deſcription of the inhabitants of the {aid iſland, to the 
knowledge or belief of this deponent, joined or gave any aſſiſtance 
to his Majeſty's forces in their attack upon the faid iſland, or during 
their progreſs in the conqueſt thereof; nor did any of ſuch inhabit- 
ants ſignify an intention or defire to accept or claim the terms and, 
protection offered by the ſaid proclamation of the, iſt of January. 
1794: But, on the eager, the planters and other inhabitants, 
in different towns, villages, and other parts of the iſland, through 
which this deponent and the troops under his command paſſed, made 
all the reſiſtance in their power to his Majeſty's forces, and ſupported 
the French forces, and aſſiſted in manning and working the forts 
and batteries erected for the defence of the ſaid iſland. And this 
deponent further faith, That on the 8th day of February 1794, he, 
this deponent, and Colonel Sir Charles Gordon, and Captain Rogers, 
vith the detachment under their command, landed upon the ſaid 
iland, near a place called La Jus, near Cas Pilote, the enemy at the 
time firing on them from the battery, and being, at that time, maſter 
of the great road and the heights above it; and this deponent, and 
the ſaid Sir Charles Gordon, with the troops under their reſpective 
commands, made a movement towards the mountains, and turning 
round the French force unperceived, with part of the Britiſh forces, 
gained the moſt commanding point in that part of the country by 
day- break of the gth day of the ſaid month of February; and-this 
„„ V deponent, 
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deponent, with his ſaid troops, deſcending the heights, took poſſeſſion 
of La Chapelle, and a poſt eſtabliſned by the enemy above it; and 
upon this deponent's returning to the Britiſh columns of troops, it 
proceeded through very difficult ground to the heights of Berne, 
above Auce la avs, the enemy abandoning the batteries of Cay- 
man, and ſetting fire to the village of Cas Navierres, and keeping a 
conſtant fire on this deponent and his ſaid troops from the battery 
of St. Catherine's. And this deponent further faith, That having 
taken a poſition which gave him an eaſy communication with the 
Britiſh tranſports, on the 12th of the ſaid month of February, this 
deponent obſerved the batteries and works of St. Catherine's, and 
the poſts which guarded the firſt ravines, were abandoned by the 
enemy, of which the ſaid Sir Charles Gordon took ron, whilſt il 
this deponent, with a detachment of troops, croſſed four ravines _ | 
higher up, and ſeized all the batteries which defended them. And 9 
this deponent faith, That the ſaid movement was ſo ſucceſsfully ' 
complete, that the enemy retreated on every fide, and the troops 9 
under this deponent's command ſoon took poſſeſſion of the five bat- i 
teries between Cas de Navierre and Fort Royal; and the ſaid Sir 
Charles Gordon and this deponent, with the troops under their 
command, then proceeded to and occupied the poſts of Gentilly, La l 
Coſt, and L'Archit. And this deponent further faith, That he | i 
| hath been informed, and believes, that the bay and harbour of Fort | fl 
| Royal had been opened to the ſhipping under the command of Sir i 
John Jervis by the capture of Pigeon Iſland: Sir Charles Grey, with 1 
the forces under his command, moved forward from Riviere Salce to ll 
the poſt of Brumeaux, and joined Lieutenant General Preſcott on 
the 14th day of the faid month of February 1794; and having, as 
this deponent believes, previouſly concerted the attack of the town 
of St. Pierre with Major General Dundas, the ſaid Major General 
marched the ſame evening on that enterpriſe, and took poſt at, Gros _ 
Morne, from whence he detached Colonel Campbell with ſome troops 9 
through the woods of Bois le Buc to reach Montigue on the morn- 4 
ing of the 16th of February, and proceeding himſelf towards the 
heights of Capot and Calebaſle, they were evacuated by the enemy; 
and from the heights of Calebaſſe Major General Dundas, as this 
deponent was informed, ſaw Colonel Campbell at Port au Pin at- 
tacked in great force, and under a heavy fire from five or ſix hundred 
of the enemy ſtrongly poſted. And this deponent further faith, 
That Major G as this deponent was informed, puſned 
forward his advanced guard under the command of the Hon. Cap- 
ftain Ramſay, who gained the ſummit by extraordinary exertions, 
and fired on the enemy, who were engaged with Colonel Campbell, 
and filenced their fire; and when joined by additional troops the de- 
tachment took poſſeſſion of Montigue, and Major General Dundas 
took poſt on Morne Rouge. And this deponent further ſaith, That _ 
he hath been informed, and believes, that on the morning of the 
16th day of the ſaid month of February, Major General Dundas ob- 
Jerving large bodies of the enemy moving towards his front at Morne 
Rouge, and forming under a ſmall redoubt near that poſt, he haſten- 
ccc et ne, ed 
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ed back, and was inſtantly attacked by five or ſx hundred men, 
when, as this deponent believes, Colonel Campbell was killed. And 
this deponent further ſaith, That he hath been informed, and be- 
lieves, that the two columns of troops, deſtined for the attack of St. 
Pierre, advanced by 'day-break of the 17th of February, the right 
to La Jenne, the left to the colonial redoubt; and on the march, 
Major General Dundas, as this deponent has been informed, received 
a letter from the commandant at St. Pierre, to which he returned 
an anſwer by a flag : But the commandant was not to be found, 
and in the mean time Colonel Symes had landed at Precheur with 
ſome troops near the town of St. Pierre, and entered the town ſword 
in hand; prior to which, a detachment of two companies had been ſent 
by this deponent, who bad obtained poſſeſſion of the ſaid town; 
which attack of Colonel Symes had been made agreeable to the plan 
originally concerted for co-operation with Major General Dundas 
and this deponent. And this deponent further faith, That in the 
courſe of his faid march from La Jus to La Coſte, and from La Coſte 
to St. Pierre, he did not find any of the planters and other inhabit- 
ants of the country; but believes they had joined or were aſſiſting the 
French forces, or were otherwife employed in refiſting the Britiſh. 
And. this deponent further ſaith, That in the courſe of his ſaid 
march he made particular fearches and-inquiries for planters or other 
inhabitants, in order to obtain information, and the aſſiſtance of 
horſes and cattle ; but this deponent could not meet with any plaut- 
ers or other inhabitants, except women and female negroes, who 
were the only perſons left upon the plantations. And this deponent 
further faith, 'That 1n the courſe of his ſaid march he paſſed through 
a large village called Cas Pilot, and other ſmaller villages, which he 
found totally deſerted by all the inhabitants, except women and fe- 
male ſlaves. And this deponent further ſaith, That ſeveral forts, 
batteries, redoubts, and other places, taken by the forces ſent to at- 
tack the town of St. Pierre, were defended by perſons firing on the 
troops landing. And this deponent further ſaith, That agreat number 
of the inhabitants of St. Pierre were employed in manning and de- 


fending the forts, batteries, and other places of defence and reſiſtance 


| ſurrounding and adjacent to the ſaid town, at and previous to the 
capture thereof, as he has been informed, and verily believes. That 
during the whole of this deponent's faid march from La Jus, and 
the attack made upon the faid town of St. Pierre, none of the planters 


or other inhabitants of the faid iſland, including thoſe of St. Pierre, ; 


ever claimed or intimated the ſmalleſt with or intention to accept 
the terms and protection offered by the ſaid proclamation of the iſt 
of January 1794. And this deponent further ſaith, That he com- 
manded his Majeſty's forces at St. Pierre, from the capture thereof 
until the latter end of March 1794, during which time all the pro- 
perty ſeized and taken on ſhore at St. Pierre as prize or booty, or 
as liable to confifcation, was taken, and returns«hergof made to the 


agents for the captors. And this deponent further faith, That no 4 


complaints were ever made to this deponent, as commandant of the 
ſaid forces, nor did he hear of any complaiat being made to any 


other = 
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; other perſon or perſons, that any goods had been taken or ſeized by 


the captors, belonging to perſons who were entitled to the protection 


and benefit of the ſaid proclamation ; nor did this deponent ever 
hear of any of the inhabitants of St. Pierre, or other inhabitants of 
the ſaid iſland, claim or aſſert that they were entitled to the benefit 
thereof; on the contrary this deponent faith, that ſuck had been the 


_ univerſal reſiſtance made by the inhabitants of the ſaid iſland to his 
Majeſty's forces, that he verily believes they did not conſider them- 
ſelves entitled to claim the beneſit of the ſaid proclamation. And 


this deponent further ſaith, That no claims were made or ſet up to 
property taken on ſhore by or on the behalf of emigrants or perſons 
who were abſent from the ſaid iſland, to this deponent's knowledge 


5 or belief. And this deponent further faith, That the property ſo 
taken on ſhore from individuals conſiſted entirely of the produce of 


the iſland ;; and the principal part thereof was either taken from 


perſons ſtyling themſelves agents of the French republic, or had been 


produced upon eftates in the poſſeſſion of perſons of that deſcription, 
as he believes. And laſtly, this. deponent faith, That the town of 
St. Pierre having been xi in the manner before tated, and the 
inhabitants having rejected the ſummons of the Commanders in Chief, 
inviting them to accept the protection and terms offered by the ſaid 
proclamation of the iſt January 1794, and having reſiſted the Britiſh 


forces to the utmolt of their power, the captors conſidered the pro- 


perty found in the ſaid town as liable to confiſcation ; but they con- 
fined the ſeizure thereof to the produce of the iſland only, and the 
inhabitants were left in the uncontrouled poſſeſſion and diſpoſal of 


5 every other ſpecies of property: And that the inhabitants of the 


laid town did not, as this deponent believes, conſider themſelves as 
unjuſtly or ſeverely treated, or as being deprived of their property in 
breach of the terms of the ſaid proclamation, or of any other terms 
or conditions to the benefit of which they were entitled. 


' (Signed) W. MYERS. 


Sworn before me, at Portſmouth, Y 
in the county of Southampton, „ | 
the 1ſt day of May 1795. In the preſence of 
WMV. Grape, jan, M5 GREETHAAM, jun. 
Commiſſioner. NMNotary Public. 
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Of an Affidavit of Marie Joſephe Roignan; together with a 


Copy of ſeveral Papers relating thereto : Extracted from 


the Regiſters of the Supreme Council of Martinique, 


In the High Court of Admiralty of England. 
COOFYL): C 
"MARTINIQUE. | 
Claim of Michel Mall:ſpine, 1 > 5 
Appeared perſonally Marie Jeſephe Roignan, born le Maſiif. for- 
merly of the iſland of Martinique, but now reſiding in Adam: ſtreet, 
near Portman- ſquare, in the county of Middleſex ; and, by interpret- 
ation of Robert Slade, Notary Public, made oatb, That ſhe is the 
wife of Pierre Simon Roignan, the Principal Regiſter of the Sovereign 
Council of the ſaid iſland of Martinique; and having now carcfully 
viewed and peruſed the atteſtation appearing at the foot or bottom 
of the paper writing hereto annexed, marked (A), and the name 
Noignan thereto ſubſcribed, ſhe ſaith, that the ſaid atteſtation and 
name are of the proper hand-writing and ſubſcription of her faid 


huſband, GEE: 5 8 "5 | 
LE MASSIF ROIGNAN, 
© ROBY SLADE, © 


| 29th day of May 1795. _ 

The ſaid Marie Joſephe Roignan was 
duly ſworn to the truth of this 
afſidavit, | WG 
N Before me, „ 

E. Fiſher, Surrogate. 
1 | P' James Buſh, N. P. | 
The foregoing is a true copy of an affidavit of Marie Joſephe 
Roignan, born le Maſſif (wife of Pierre Simon Roignan) now re- 
maining in my poſſeſſion. EE 8 W 
3 Which I atteſt. © | 


DoQors' Commons, James Buſh, Notary Public, | | 
_ zoth May 1795. VVV 


(copy.) BER 
3 ö 
| | Tranſlated from the French. ES 
Extracted from the Regiſters of the Supreme Council | of | 
ff!!! al 
This day the Procureur General of the King has tranſmitted to 
the Office of the Court, and required the regiſtration of the Declar- 
ation circulated in the colony upon the arriyal of the Britiſh _ L 


ment thereunto :- 
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which has made the conqueſt thereof; and of the Supplement to the 
ſaid Declaration figned by the General and Admiral Grey and Jervis, 
and dated the iſt of January. The whole being read by the Prin- 
cCipal Regiſter, the Court orders that the Declaration and Supple- 
ment, dated as above, circulated in the colony by Generals Grey and 
Jervis, be regiſtered reaps far records in the regiſtry, that reference 
may be thereunto had. Here follows the Declaration, and Supple- 


Ihe Aſſembly, ſtyling themſelves the National Convention of 
France, having, in the ſaid kingdom and its dependencies, exerciſed 
the moſt boundleſs and ferocious deſpotiſm, deſtroyed religion, go- 
vernment, and laws, violated all forts of property, and to fo many 
_ erimes added a declaration to plunge other nations into the fame 
calamities, to overthrow their reſpective conſtitutions, and the fun- 
damental principles of all civilized ftates; and, in order to attain their 
end, not fatished with making uſe of the manœuvres of incendiaries 
and ſecret enemies, have proceeded to hoſtilities, and a non- pro- 
voked declaration of war againſt his Britannic Majeſty and his allies ; 
and his ſaid Majeſty having thereby been forced to have recourſe to 
arms, and to purſue a juſt and neceſſary war for the protection of 
his ſubjects, the ſafety of his throne, the preſervation of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, and the defence of his allies ; the King conſidering alſo, 
that, according to public notoriety, the ſaid Convention and its ad- 
herents, among other atrocious projects, have conceived that of totally 
_ deftroying the French colonies in the Weſt India iſlands ; a projets 
- which, in ſome places, they have executed under the moſt horrid cir- 
cumſtances, and by the moſt griminal and deteſtable means; and 
chat, at the ſame time, they have manifeſted fimilar intentions againſt 
his Majeſty's poſſeſſions in this part of the world: In order, in the 
prompteſt and moſt efficacious manner, to check the execution of 
theſe deſigns, and to protect his own colonies from the misfortunes 
with which they are threatened, his Majeſty, relying on the pro- 
tection of Providence, the valour of his ſubjects, and the juſtice of 
his cauſe, has thought it fit and neceſſary, by force of arms, to ſub- 
due the adherents of the aforeſaid pretended National Convention, and 
to reſcue the ifland of Martinico from the misfortunes and oppreſſion 
with which it is threatened : In conſequence whereof we, the under- 
ſigned Commanders in Chief of his Britannic Majeſty's ſea and land 
forces in the Weſt Indies, by virtue of the powers which from his 
Majeſty we have received to that effect, invite all the friends of peace, 
government, religion, and order, in the iſland of Martinico, to ſhake 
off the yoke of a tyrannical oppreſſion, and to ſhelter themſelves from 
the horrors of anarchy, under the protection and government of a a 
| juſt and benevolent ſovereign : And by the preſent, ab promiſe, 
grant, and inſure to all thoſe who, availing themſelves of this invita- 
tion, in a quiet and peaceable manner ſhall ſubmit to the authority 
of the King, and put themſelves under his Majeſty's protection, per- 
ſonal ſafety, as well as a full and immediate enjoyment of all their 
lawful property, according to their ancient laws and cuſtoms, and 
on the moſt adyantageous terms, thoſe perſons alone n 
e . ; whole 
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whoſe removal ſhould be found neceſſary for the ſafety of the iſland ; 
and even to perſons of this deſcription, whatever may have been their 
conduct, we promiſe a ſafe conveyance to France, or any other place 
they may chooſe, without injury to the King's ſervice : We further 
promiſe, that at the reſtoration of peace, the ſaid iſland of Martinico 
ſhall enjoy all the commercial rights and privileges which are enjoy- 
ed by the colonies of his Britannmic Majeſty in the Weſt Indies: We 
promiſe alfo, to all perſons (the above-mentioned alone excepted) 
who, in the aforeſaid manner, peaceably ſubmitting, ſhall conduct 
themſelves as good and lawful ſubjects of his Majeſty, a full and un- 
limited amneſty for every act they have committed under colour or 

retence of any authority whatever, exerciſed previous to the pub- 
3 of ied: preſents, ſecuring them thereby againſt all proſecu- 
tions and moleſtations on account of acts proceeding from an autho- 
rity unlawfully aſſumed. All ſuch perſons as, in contempt of his Ma- 
jeſty's gracious and benevolent intention, ſhould dare to oppoſe this 
proclamation, ſhall be treated as enemies, and remain expoſed to all 
the evils which the operations of war cannot fail to bring over their 
perſons and property. LES Lot „ 

Given on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne, on the iſt of Janu- 
„ n 


(Signed) CHARLES GREY, General. 
+ 2 © JOHN JERVIS, Vice-Admiral, 
By order of their Excellencies = Pos = 
(Signed) Gerrit Fi/ber, | Secretaries, | 


George Purvis, 


— 


SUPPLEMENT. 

The Generals of his Britannic Majefty being deſirous to prevent 
by all poſſible means, the effuſion of blood, and not to leave the in- 
habitants of the French iſlands in America any doubt reſpecting their 
intentions, have thought proper to publiſh what follows, by way of 
ſupplement to their manifeſto, | . | 
| | _ ArTicLE I. . | | 

Since they cannot be ignorant that there exiſts a great deal of ani- 
moſity between the emigrants from the French iſlands in America, 
and ſuch of the inhabitants as have remained there, an animoſity 
which would induce them to purſue each other with hatred, and re- 
tard the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, the Generals of his Britannic 
Majeſty have judged it neceſſary to prohibit every emigrant from re- 
turning to any one of the ſaid iſlands before its entire reduction; 
requiring thereafter a conduct perfectly quiet, and engaging to pro- 


tect none but the peaccable inhabitants. 


II. 


The Generals of his Britannic Majeſty promiſing all ſaccour aud 
protection to the coloniſts who ſhall remain peaceably at their habi - 
x; N | SV Fo ny PRIN, tations 3 
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tations; but they have alſo determined to treat as priſoners of war, 
and to ſend immediately to St. Malo's in a flag of truce, to be ex- 
changed, all coloniſts who in contempt of this declaration ſhall be 
taken with arms in their hands; proclaiming to them that they will 
encounter the pain of death, if after their removal they ſhall ever be 
found in any of the Windward Iſlands. % EW Hi 
General Rochambeau having promiſed their liberty to thoſe ſlaves 
who ſhould take up arms for the defence of Martinique, and the Ge- 
nerals of his Britannic Majeſty feeling the impoſſibility of diſtin- 
| uiſhing theſe brigands from the ek of colour born free or law- 
| Fully freed, they have thought proper to forewarn all the people of 
colour, without diſtinction, that uch of them as ſhall be found 
armed, or who in any engagement ſhall have eſcaped the bayonet of 
the Britiſh troops, ſhall be treated as ſlaves, and immediately tranſ- 
ported to the Coaſt of Africa, where they ſhall be abandoned to their 
fate; promiſing moreover an entire amneſty to thoſe who ſhall come 
and ſurrender themſelves at the camp, and to thoſe alſo who ſhall _ 
retire to their reſpective habitations, and peaceably reſume their 
labour. a 8 
| _ Given on hoard his Britannic Majeſty's ſhip the Boyne, the iſt 
'- „ Jannny Hoe oo EY 8 SEE 

e (Signed) CHARLES GREY, General. 

e IHN JERVIS, Admiral. 
By their Excellencies, _ „ > pol . 
= Gerrit Fiſher. 

. George Purvis. : 5 | 
Done in the Sovereign Council of Martinique, Thurſday the 
twenty-fourth of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- 

four, The preſent copy was delivered to Mr. 2 by me, the 
Principal Regiſter of the Sovereign Council of Martinique, this 
twenty-third of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- 


five. 1 | 
„„ | DR ns  _ ROJGNAN. 

Faithfully tranſlated from the French at DoRors* Commons, 

London, this zoth day of May 1795. | 5 
e nl 25 Which I atteſt. 


Kol. Slade, N. P. 


— 
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